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THE  STATUTES  AT  LARGE  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


CHAPTER  MCLXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  PART  OF  AN  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY  ENTITLED  "AN 
ACT  TO  PREVENT  THE  ERECTING  ANY  NEW  AND  INDEPEND- 
ENT STATE  WITHIN  THE  LIMITS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH,"  SO 
FAR  AS  IT  DIRECTS  TRIAL  FOR  OFFENSES  IN  ANOTHER  COUNTY 
THAN  THAT  IN  WHICH  THE  OFFENCE  WAS  OR  MIGHT  HAVE  BEEN 
COMMITTED. 

(Section  1.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  common  law,  trial  is  by 
jury  of  the  vicinage  and  in  Pennsylvania  the  trial  of  offenses 
has  invariably  been  by  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  county 
wherein  the  offence  was  committed: 

And  whereas  it  is  declared  and  established  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  commonwealth  that  trial  shall  be  by  jury  as  hereto- 
fore: 

And  whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth entitled,  "An  act  to  prevent  the  erecting  any  new  and 
independent  state  within  the  limits  of  this  commonwealth,"^ 
enacted  on  the  third  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  it  was  enacted 
that  if  any  person  or  persons  should  commit  any  offence  against 
the  said  act,  every  such  offender  might  be  tried  at  the  discretion 
and  upon  the  order  of  the  supreme  executive  council  in  any 
other  county  than  that  in  which  the  offence  should  have  been 
committed: 

[Section  1.]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
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wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent 
the  erecting  a  new  and  independent  state  within  the  limits  of 
this  commonwealth,"^  so  far  as  it  directs,  enables  or  counte 
nances  the  trial  of  any  person  or  persons  charged  with  offence 
or  offences  in  another  county  than  the  county  wherein  such 
offence  was  done  or  committed  or  alleged  to  be  done  or  com- 
mitted, shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null 
and  void. 

Passed  August,  1785.    Recorded  L*.  B.  No.  2,  p.  542. 


CHAPTER  MCLXIX 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  GERMAN  LUTHERAN  CONGRE- 
GATION OF  GERMANTOWN  TOWNSHIP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Section  1.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  congregation  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  of  Germantown  township  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia  have  prayed  that  their  said  congregation  may 
be  incorporated  and  by  law  enabled  as  a  body  politic  and  corpo- 
rate to  receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests 
as  have  been  or  that  hereafter  may  be  made  to  their  said  so- 
ciety, and  vested  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  en- 
joyed by  other  religious  societies  who  are  incorporated  in  this 
state. 

And  whereas  this  house  is  disposed  to  exercise  the  powers 
vested  in  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  encour- 
agement of  pious  and  charitable  purposes: 

[Section  1.]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Reverend  John  Frederick 
Schmidt,  the  present  minister  of  said  congregation,  Wichard 
Miller,  Christian  Schneider,  Charles  Hay,  Samuel-  Machlin,  John 
Frey  and  George  Hacker,  the  present  trustees;  John  George 
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Graefly,  Henry  Beck,  Bernard  Bisbing,  John  Altemus,  Jacob 
Nees  and  Sebastian  Rieber,  the  present  elders;  William  Som- 
merlat,  John  Egersdorf,  Philip  Kiesy  and  John  Powman,  the 
present  deacons,  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  ap- 
pointed in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is  directed,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made,  declared  and  constituted  to  be  a  corporation 
and  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  con- 
tinuance forever,  by  the  name  style  and  title  of  "The  Minister, 
Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congre- 
gation of  the  township  of  Germantown  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania." 

[Section  11.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law,  as  well  to  take,  re- 
ceive and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments,  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
congregation  and  church*  of  the  township  and  county  aforesaid, 
now  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  aforesaid  Reverend  John 
Frederick  Schmidt,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  their 
use  or  in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are 
hereby  vested  and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  forever  according  to  the  original  use  and  intent  for 
which  such  devises,  gifts  and  grants  were  respectively  made, 
and  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates 
therein  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  en- 
feoffments, releases,  devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof,  is  or 
are  declared,  limited  or  expressed,  as  also  that  the  said  corpo- 
ration and  their  successors  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  capa- 
ble and  able  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in 
fee  simple  or  of  lesser  estate  or  estates,  any  lands,  tenements, 
rents  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by 
the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release, 
confirmation  or  devise,  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
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wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent 
the  erecting  a  new  and  independent  state  within  the  limits  of 
this  commonwealth,"^  so  far  as  it  directs,  enables  or  counte 
nances  the  trial  of  any  person  or  persons  charged  with  offence 
or  offences  in  another  county  than  the  county  wherein  such 
offence  was  done  or  committed  or  alleged  to  be  done  or  com- 
mitted, shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null 
and  void. 

Passed  August,  1785.    Recorded  Li.  B.  No.  2,  p.  542. 


CHAPTER  MCLXIX 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  GERMAN  LUTHERAN  CONGRE- 
GATION OF  GERMANTOWN  TOWNSHIP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Section  1.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  congregation  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  of  Germantown  township  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia  have  prayed  that  their  said  congregation  may 
be  incorporated  and  by  law  enabled  as  a  body  politic  and  corpo- 
rate to  receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests 
as  have  been  or  that  hereafter  may  be  made  to  their  said  so- 
ciety, and  vested  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  en- 
joyed by  other  religious  societies  who  are  incorporated  in  this 
state. 

And  whereas  this  house  is  disposed  to  exercise  the  powers 
vested  in  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  encour- 
agement of  pious  and  charitable  purposes: 

[Section  1.]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Reverend  John  Frederick 
Schmidt,  the  present  minister  of  said  congregation,  Wichard 
Miller,  Christian  Schneider,  Charles  Hay,  Samuel-  Machlin,  John 
Frey  and  George  Hacker,  the  present  trustees;  John  George 
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Graefly,  Henry  Beck,  Bernard  Bisbing,  John  Altemus,  Jacob 
Nees  and  Sebastian  Rieber,  the  present  elders;  William  Som- 
merlat,  John  Egersdorf,  Philip  Kiesy  and  John  Powman,  the 
present  deacons,  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  ap- 
pointed in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is  directed,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made,  declared  and  constituted  to  be  a  corporation 
and  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  con- 
tinuance forever,  by  the  name  style  and  title  of  "The  Minister, 
Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congre- 
gation of  the  township  of  Germantown  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.'' 

[Section  11.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law,  as  well  to  take,  re- 
ceive and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments,  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
congregation  and  church' of  the  township  and  county  aforesaid, 
now  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  aforesaid  Reverend  John 
Frederick  Schmidt,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  their 
use  or  in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are 
hereby  vested  and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  forever  according  to  the  original  use  and  intent  for 
which  such  devises,  gifts  and  grants  were  respectively  made, 
and  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  de 
clared  to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates 
therein  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  en- 
feoffments, releases,  devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof,  is  or 
are  declared,  limited  or  expressed,  as  also  that  the  said  corpo- 
ration and  their  successors  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  capa- 
ble and  able  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in 
fee  simple  or  of  lesser  estate  or  estates,  any  lands,  tenements, 
rents  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by 
the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release, 
contirmation  or  devise,  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
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and  corporate  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same,  and  further 
that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  may  take  and  re- 
ceive any  sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any  portion  of  goods  and 
chattels  that  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  given  or  be- 
queathed to  them  or  to  said  church  by  any  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  able  and  capable  to  make  bequest 
or  gift  thereof,  such  money,  goods  or  chattels  to  be  laid  out  and 
disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  congrega- 
tion agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  misnomer  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion and  their  successors  shall  defeat  or  annul  any  gift,  grant, 
devise  or  bequest  to  or  from  the  said  corporation,  provided  the 
intent  of  the  party  or  parties  shall  sufficiently  appear,  upon  the 
face  of  the  gift,  grant,  will  or  other  writing,  whereby  any  estate 
or  interest  was  intended  to  pass  to  or  from  the  said  corporation, 
nor  shall  any  mis-user  or  non-user  of  the  rights,  liberties  and 
privileges,  jurisdictions  and  authorities  hereby  granted  to  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors  or  any  of  them,  create  or 
cause  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents,  profits,  and  interests  of 
the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  church  and  corpo- 
ration shall  by  the  said  coiTporation  and  their  successors  from 
time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid  out  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  gospel  ministry  in  said  congregation,  for  repair- 
ing and  maintaining  their  church  or  place  of  public  worship, 
lots  of  land,  burial  ground,  parsonage  house  or  other  houses  and 
buildings  which  now  do  or  hereafter  shall  belong  to  the  said 
church  and  corporation  and  such  pious  and  charitable  uses  as 
shall  be  thought  proper  by  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors or  by  a  quorum  of  them. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their  succes- 
sors shall  not  by  deed  or  any  otherwise  grant,  alien,  convey  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  estate  real  or 
personal  in  the  said  corporation  vested  or  to  be  vested,  or 
charged  or  encumber  the  same,  to  any  person  or  persons  what- 
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soever,  except  by  and  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  regu- 
lar members  of  the  said  congregation. 

Section  VI.  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have  and 
use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they 
shall  think  fit  and  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  re- 
new at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors, by  the  name  of  "The  Minister,  Trustees,Elders  and  Dea- 
cons of  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation  of  the  township  of 
Germantown  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania," shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  in  any  court  or  before  any  judge  or  jus- 
tice in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  matters 
and  demands  of  whatever  kind,  nature  and  form  they  may  be, 
and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  to  do,  in  as  full  and 
effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person,  bodies  politic  or  corpo- 
rate within  this  commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  at  all 
times  hereafter  consist  of  the  minister  of  the  said  congregation 
duly  chosen  from  time  to  time  and  of  six  trustees,  six  elders  and 
four  deacons,  and  that  the  above  mentioned  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  shall  be  and  continue  members  of  the  said  corporation 
until  they  be  removed  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  one- 
third  part  in  number  of  the  trustees  and  elders  aforesaid,  be- 
ing the  third  part  herein  first  named,  shall  cease  and  discontinue 
and  their  appointment  determine  on  the  Thursday  called  Ascen- 
sion Day,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  upon  which  day  a  new  election 
shall  be  had  and  held  of  so  many  others  in  their  place  and 
stead  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  corporation  and  con- 
gregation met  and  qualified  to  vote  and  elect,  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  that  such  election  shall 
be  held  in  such  a  manner,  and  at  such  a  place  as  the  said  corpo- 
ration and  their  successors  shall  from  time  to  time  direct.    And 
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on  the  Thursday  called  Ascension  Day  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the 
second  third  part  in  number  of  the  trustees  and  elders  shall  in 
like  manner  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  de- 
termine and  a  new  election  to  be  had  and  held  in  like  manner  of 
an  equal  number  in  their  place  and  stead.  And  on  the  Thursday 
called  Ascension  Day  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  the  last  third  part  in 
number  of  the  said  trustees  and  elders  shall  cease  and  discon- 
tinue and  their  appointment  determine,  and  a  new  election  to 
^  be  had  and  held  in  like  manner  of  an  equal  numbe]^  in  their 
place  and  stead.  And  that  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  like 
mode  of  rotation  one-third  part  in  number  of  the  trustees  and 
elders  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  deter- 
mine and  a  new  election  of  the  said  third  part  be  had  and  held 
in  manner  aforesaid  on  Thursday  called  Ascension  Day  in  every 
year  forever  so  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  continue  to  be 
a  trustee  or  elder  for  any  longer  time  than  three  years  without 
being  re-elected,  but  that  the  electors  qualified  to  vote  as  afore- 
said shall  and  may  be  at  liberty  to  re-elect  the  same  trustees 
and  elders  or  any  one  or  more  of  them  whose  times  shall  expire 
on  the  day  of  the  said  annual  election  whenever  and  so  often  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  and  that  the  deacons  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  be  elected  from  time  to  time  in  such  manner  and  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  said  corporation* and  their  successors  shall 
think  fit  and  shall  direct. 

(Section  X.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  nevertheless.  That  when- 
ever any  circumstance  or  concurrence  of  circumstances  shall 
happen  to  prevent  the  holding  an  election  at  the  periods  afore- 
mentioned for  trustees  and  elders  in  stead  and  place  of  those 
whose  appointment  shall  have  ceased  and  determined,  an  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be  done  in  the 
manner  before  directed  and  that  the  remaining  members  of  the 
said  corporation,  have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  electors 
of  the  said  congregation  for  such  purposes. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  hap- 
pen by  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal  from  office,  of  any  one 
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or  more  of  the  trustees,  elders  and  deacons  the  said  corporation 
shall  have  full  power  at  their  discretion  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  for  electing  others  in  their  stead,  and  that  the  person  or 
persons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain  and  coWinue  in  office  so 
long  as  the  person  or  i)ersons  in  whose  place  and  stead  he  or 
they  shall  have  been  so  elected  would  or  might  have  continued; 
but  before  any  of  the  aforesaid  elections  is  held,  public  notice 
shall  be  given  to  the  congregation  on  the  preceding  Sunday 
after  divine  service  and  before  the  congregation  is  dismissed, 
or  in  any  other  convenient  manner  as  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  shall  think  fit. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  en- 
titled to  vote  at  elections  who  is  not  a  regular  member  of  the 
said  congregation,  and  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  and  may 
be  eligible  as  a  member  of  the  said  corporation  who  is  not  a 
regular  member  of  the  Said  congregation  qualified  to  vote  as 
aforesaid,  excepting  the  minister  who  may  from  time  to  time 
be  chosen  or  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  trustees,  elders,  dea- 
cons and  regular  members  of  the  said  congregation  to  officiate 
in  the  said  congregation. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  members  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  and  may  elect  by  vote  or  ballot  from  among  their 
own  number  a  president  who  is  to  continue  in  said  office  for  one 
year  and  that  then  another  may  be  elected  or  the  former  re- 
elected and  that  in  the  absence  of  the  president  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  said  corporation  may  be  elected  president  during  the 
absence  of  the  president,  that  they  may  elect  by  vote  or  ballot 
a  treasurer  and  secretary  and  may  remove  them  at  their  pleas- 
ure, that  the  minister  or  the  president  for  the  time  being  or  any 
three  members  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  empowered  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  corporation  when  and  so  often  as  he  or 
they  shall  find  it  to  be  necessary,  or  shall  be  requested  so  to  do 
by  any  six  regular  members  of  the  said  congregation,  that  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  seven 
in  number  of  them  met  and  convened  upon  due  notice  given 
either  in  the  church  on  the  preceding  Sunday  after  divine  ser- 
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vice  and  before  the  congregation  is  dismissed,  or  in  any  other 
convenient  manner  (which  seven  shall  be  a  quorum)  shall  be 
authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  by-laws,  rules  and  ordinances,  and  to  do 
everything  needful  for  the  support  and  government  of  the  said 
congregation:  Provided  always  that  the  said  by-laws,  rules  and 
ordinances,  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  this  commonwealth,  and  also  that  all  their  laws  and  proceed- 
ings be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  in  the  books  of  records  of 
the  said  congregation. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  clear  yearly  value, 
interest  or  income  of  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities  or 
other  hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation, 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  gold 
or  silver  money  at  the  present  current  value  thereof  in  the  com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  letting  of  the  pews  of  said  church  or  for  opening  the 
ground  for  burials  in  the  church  yard  belonging  to  the  said 
congregation,  and  also  exclusive  of  the  voluntary  contributions 
of  the  members  for  the  support  of  the  minister  duly  officiating 
in  the  said  congregation;  and  also  exclusive  of  other  free  con- 
tributions belonging  to  the  aforesaid  congregation,  which  said 
money  shall  be  received  by  the  said  corporation  and  disposed 
of  by  them  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  described  and  directed. 

Passed  August  31,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  543. 


CHAPTER  MCLXX. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  BUILDING 
MARKET  HOUSES  AND  KEEPING  A  PUBUC  MARKET  ON  BOTH  SIDES 
OP  CALLOWHILL  STREET  AND  NEW  MARKET  STREET  IN  THE 
NORTHERN  LIBERTIES  OP  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA."  (1) 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)    Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An  act  for  building  market 
houses  and  keeping  a  public  market  on  both  sides  of  Oallowhill 
1  Chapter  1026. 
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street  -and  New  Market  street  in  the  Northern  Liberties  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,"^  passed  on  the  sixth  day  of  September  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  it  is  among  other  things  enacted  "that  is  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  Northern 
Liberties  of  the  said  city  of  Philadelphia,  annually,  until  all 
the  money  borrowed  on  certificates  shall  be  fully  paid,  at  the 
time  and  place  for  electing  supervisors  of  the  highways,  then 
and  their  to  choose  by  ballot  six  superintendents  of  the  said 
Oallowhfll  market,  and  also  one  clerk  of  the  said  market.'- 

(Section  IL  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  present  superintendents 
of  the  said  market  and  others,  subscribers  for  building  the  said 
market,  have  by  their  petition  represented  to  this  house,  "that 
at  the  time  [when]  the  aforesaid  act  was  passed,  they  flattered 
themselves  that  an  establishment  of  such  public  utility  would 
meet  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
township,  and  that  every  one  would  be  ready  to  assist  and  for- 
ward the  design,  either  by  donations  or  loans,  according  to  ^ 
their  respective  abilities,  and  thereby  become  entitled  to  a  right 
in  the  choice  of  the  superintendents;  but  that  they  are  under  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  this  house  that  they  did  not 
meet  with  the  expected  success,  that  the  number  of  subscribers 
is  but  small,  and  that  in  order  to  complete  the  said  market  the 
present  superintendents  were  obliged  to  build  three-fourths 
parts  thereof  at  their  own  expense,  by  reason  whereof  they  are 
considerable  sums  in  advance  to  the  said  establishment,  that 
by  the  aforesaid  law,  the  appointment  of  the  superintendents 
would  expire  on  the  third  Saturday  of  March  in  every  year, 
when  others  were  to  be  elected  in  their  stead  agreeably  to  the 
tenor  of  the  said  law  on  which  occasion  it  might  happen  that 
the  choice  might  fall  on  persons  who  were  not  friendly  to  the 
establishment  aforesaid,  and  from  motives  of  self-interest  or 
other  sinister  views>  delay  the  distribution  of  the  income  and 
profits  of  the  said  market,  among  the  lenders  or  subscribers, 
whereby  the  good  purposes  intended  by  the  said  act  would  be 
frustrated,  and  those  persons  who  freely  lent  their  money  for 
the  public  good  prejudiced;"  and  have  prayed  this  house  to  pass 
a  law  enabling  the  subscribers  to  appoint  the  superintendents 
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and  a  clerk  of  the  said  market,  until  all  the  money  borrowed  on 
certificates  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  and  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  aforesaid  act  as  relates  to  the  election  of  the  super- 
intendents and  a  clerk  of  the  market  until  all  the  money  bor- 
rowed on  certificates  as  aforesaid  shall  be  fully  paid: 

And  it  appearing  just  and  reasonable  to  this  House,  that  the 
said  prayer  should  be  granted,  therefore, 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  aim  by  the 
•  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  subscribers  for  building  the  market  houses  on  CJallowhill 
and  New  Market  streets  in  the  Northern  Liberties  aforesaid,  to 
meet  on  the  third  Saturday  of  March  in  every  year  at  some  con- 
venient place  in  the  said  township  and  then  and  there  elect  or 
appoint  out  of  their  number  six  fit  persons  to  serve  as  superin- 
tendents of  the  said  market,  and  one  fit  person  as  a  clerk  of  the 
said  market,  so  long,  until  by  the  income  and  profits  of  the  said 
market  all  the  money  borrowed  on  certificates  or  is  otherwise 
due  to  the  present  superintendents  and  workmen  for  building 
the  said  market  shall  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  and  that  there- 
after and  from  thence  forth  no  more  than  two  superintendents, 
a  clerk  of  the  market  and  one  treasurer  shall  be  annually 
elected  by  the  freeholders  and  electors  of  the  said  township  of 
the  Northern  Liberties  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  afore- 
said act. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  assembly 
to  which  this  is  a  supplement  as  relates  to  the  electing  annually 
six  superintendents  and  one  clerk  of  the  market  until  all  the 
money  borrowed  on  certificates  be  fully  paid,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed  and  made  void. 

Passed  August  31,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  549. 
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CHAPTER  MCLXXI. 


[In  original  roll  Chapter  CCXVIIL] 


AN  ACT  FOR  FURNISHING  THE  QUOTA  OF  TROOPS  REQUIRED  BY 
CONGRESS  FOR  THE  PROTECTION  FOR  THE  NORTH  WESTERN 
FRONTIERS  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  United  States  in  congress' 
assembled  by  their  acts  of  the  first,  seventh  and  twelfth  of  April 
last,  have  declared  that  a  body  of  troops  to  consist  of  seven  hun- 
dred non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  be  raised  to  serve 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged,  for  the 
protection  of  the  north-western  frontiers,  to  defend  the  settlers 
on  the  land  belonging  to  the  United  States  from  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  Indians  and  to  prevent  unwarrantable  intrusions 
thereon,  and  for  guarding  the  public  stores,  and  have  recom- 
mended that  this  state  do  furnish  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the 
said  seven  hundred  men,  and  to  be  subject  to  all  the  rules  and 
regulations  formed  for  the  government  of  the  late  army  or  such 
other  rules  as  congress  or  a  committee  of  the  states  may  form : 
And  whereas  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition  of  congress  and  desirous  to  facili- 
tate the  measures  of  the  United  States  in  the  most  speedy  and 
effectual  manner: 

Therefore, 

[Section  1.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  C!ommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  there  be  forthwith  raised  and  levied 
by  voluntary  enlistment  in  this  state  two  hundred  and  sixty 
able  bodied  men,  to  be  arranged  as  non-commissioned  officers 
and  private  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  con- 
tinue for  and  during  the  term  of  three  years  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  supreme  executive  council. 
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be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint 
and  commissionate  the  proportion  of  officers  to  be  furnished  by 
this  state  according  to  the  seventh  article  of  the  confederation 
and  perpetual  union,  and  to  the  arrangement  adopted  and  exe- 
cuted last  year  for  the  regiment  commanded  by  Lieutenant-col- 
onel Harman. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  officers  and  men  shall 
severally  and  respectively,  when  embodied,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  liable  and  subject  to  all  the  rules  and  reg- 
ulations as  congress  or  a  committee  of  the  states  have  or  shall 
hereafter  form  for  the  government  of  the  troops  or  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  pay,  rations  and  subsistence  of  the 
said  officers  and  men  shall  be  agreeable  to  the  act  of  congress  of 
the  twelfth  of  April  last,  provided  thkt  all  such  pay,  rations, 
subsistence  and  other  expenses  of  supporting  the  said  troops 
be  furnished  and  provided  by  the  United  States. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  and  the  supreme 
executive  council  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  draw  on  the  treasurer  of  this  state  in  favor  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  said  troops^  for  the  sum  of  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  two  dollars 
advance  to  each  non-commissioned  officer  and  private  that  shall 
be  enlisted,  which  sum  shall  be  charged  to  the  United  States 
and  repaid  to  this  commonwealth  owt  of  the  fiirst  month's  pay 
to  be  drawn  for  said  troops,  and  also  that  the  said  president  and 
supreme  executive  council  draw  in  manner  aforesaid  for  the 
further  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  to  be  distributed 
by  the  said  commanding  officer  for  the  expenses  of  the  recruit- 
ing service  in  such  manner  as  to  him  may  appear  reasonable  and 
just. 

Passed  September  6,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  2,  p.  556. 
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CHAPTER  MCLXXII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMING  A  ROAD  AND  ESTABLISHING  A  FERRY  AND 
ERECTING  A   BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE   NESHAMINY  CREEK. 

(Section  1.  P.  L.)  Whereas  Charles  Bessonet  of  the  borough 
of  Bristol  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  Gershom  Johnson  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  proprietors  of  the  stages  from  Philadel- 
phia to  Trenton  on  the  Xew  York  road,  by  their  petition  to  the 
legislature  have  set  forth,  That  being  actuated  by  principles  of 
public  good  as  well  as  their  own  private  advantage,  they  have 
made  a  purchase  of  land  for  a  public  road  or  highway,  forty 
feet  wide  beginning  at  the  sixteen  mile  stone  on  the  road 
already  laid  out  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of 
Bristol  in  Bucks  county,  and  frcun  thence  along  the  old  road, 
north  forty-seven  degrees  east,  forty  perches  to  the  intersection 
of  the  present  road  leading  to  Neshaminy  ferry,  and  the  south- 
west line  of  Joshua  Vandegrift's  land,  thence  on  the  same  land 
north  forty-seven  degrees  east,  ninety-four  perches,  thence  north 
tweoty-six  degrees  east  flfty-four  perches  to  the  north-east  line 
of  said  Vandegrift's  land,  thence  thi*ough  land  of  William  Al- 
len, north  seventy-two  degrees  and  a  quarter  east,  eighty-eight 
perches  and  eight-  tenth  parts  of  a  perch,  thence  still  through 
the  same  land,  south  seventy  degrees  east,  eight  perches  to  the 
water's  edge  at  Neshaminy  creek  at  high  water  mark,  thence 
across  the  said  Neshaminy  creek  south  seventy-six  degrees  and 
three-quarters  east,  twenty-one  perches  to  high  water  mark  and 
a  poplar  tree,  on  the  Bristol  side  thereof,  thence  on  land  of  John 
Edgar,  north  eighty-three  degrees  and  an  half  east,  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  perches,  thence  through  land  of  Joseph 
Tomlinson,  south  seventy-nine  degrees  east,  flfty-eight  perches 
and  eight-tenth  parts  of  a  perch  to  the  old  Ford  road,  lead- 
ing from  Neshaminy  to  Bristol,  thence,  on  the  said  road  south 
sixty-nine  degrees  east,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  perches 
to  the  junction  of  the  said  Ford  road  and  the  road  leading  from 
Bristol  to  the  present  ferry  over  Neshaminy  aforesaid,  and  from 

thence  to  the  nineteen  mile  stone,  on  the  i^oad  leading  from 
2— XII 
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Philadelphia  to  Bristol  south  sixty-four  degrees  and  an  half 
east,  thirty-two  perches,  making  in  all  the  distance  of  three 
miles  and  eight-tenth  parts  of  a  perch;  with  an  intent  of  es- 
tablishing a  ferry  or  bridge  across  the  said  creek,  and  for  which 
purpose  they  will  build  and  run  out  wharves  at  the  landing 
places  on  each  side  of  the  said  creek,  and  build  flats  or  boats  to 
accommodate  travellers  for  the  present,  at  their  own  private 
costs  and  charges,  until  said  bridge  shall  be  finished,  and  there- 
fore have  prayed  for  a  law  for  establishing  the  said  ferry  and 
bridge  when  built  and  vesting  the  premises  in  them  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  with  liberty  to  take  such  toll  or  fees  from  travellers 
as  may  be  thought  reasonable  and  just,  promising  also,  that  if 
at  any  future  day,  the  legislature  should  think  proper  to  vest 
the  said  bridge  prpposed  to  be  built,  in  the  public,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  free  bridge,  they  will  give  up  the  said  bridge  upon 
their  receiving  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  trouble  and 
expenses,  to  be  estimated  by  indifferent  persons  chosen  equally 
by  the  parties;  and  it  being  fit  and  right  to  encourage  all  lauda- 
ble undertakings  for  the  improvement  of  the  ways  and  the  good 
of  the  public: 

Therefore, 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  property  of  the  said  ferry  and 
bridge,  when  built,  shall  be  vested  in  the  said  Charles  Bessonet 
and  Gershom  Johnson,  their  heirs  and  assigns  according  to  the 
form,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  several  deed  or  deeds  of 
conveyance  of  the  premises  herein  before  recited  and  described, 
and  subject  to  such  limitations,  restrictions  and  appointments 
as  in  and  by  the  said  deed  or  deeds  are  contained  or  expressed, 
and  that  the  said  Charles  Bessonet  and  Gershom  Johnson  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  shall  and  may  demand  and  receive  such  rates 
for  ferriage  of  travellers  and  others  and  such  tolls  for  the  pas- 
sage across  the  said  bridge,  as  shall  or  may  be  directed  and  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Bucks,  which  court  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  required  from  time  to  time  to  regulate,  fix  and  appoint 
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the  same,  and  in  default  of  such  regulation,  to  demand  and  re- 
ceive reasonable  ferriages  and  tolls. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  is  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  said  Charles  Bessonet  and  Gershom  Johnson,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  to  erect  and  build,  maintain,  support  and  re- 
pair the  said  bridge,  and  the  aforesaid  road,  and  to  build  and 
repair  the  said  wharves  at  the  place  and  in  the  manner  herein 
before  recited,  and  to  proceed  in  all  things  according  to  the 
prayer  of  their  petition  herein  before  recited  and  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  a<!t. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  the  said  bridge 
so  to  be  erected  and  built  shall  be  constructed  in  such  manner 
and  duly  attended  with  suflBcient  persons  to  manage  and  direct 
the  said  bridge,  so  that  the  same  shall  be  capable  of  being 
opened  and  shall  be  actually  opened,  by  the  said  Charles  Besso- 
net  and  Gershom  Johnson  their  heirs  and  assigns  from  time  to 
time,  to  admit  shallops,  flats  and  boats  to  pass  and  repass 
through  the  same  without  delay  or  obstruction. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  and  be  it 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whensoever  at  any 
time  after  the  erection  or  building  of  the  said  bridge  it  shall 
seem  expedient  to  the  legislature  to  constitute  and  make  the 
said  bridge  so  erected  and  built  a  free  bridge  by  [a]  law  to 
be  enacted  for  that  purpose,  three  commissioners  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  legislature  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  three  by  the  said  Charles  Bessonet  and  Gershom  Johnson, 
their  heirs  or  assigns,  who  or  any  four  or  more  of  them,  shall 
estimate  what  sum  or  sums  of  money  the  siaid  Charles  Besso- 
net and  Gershom  Johnson,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  as  a  compensation  for  their  trouble  and  ex- 
penses in  building  and  maintaining  the  said  bridge,  which  sum 
or  sums  shall  be  paid  to  them  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  com- 
monwealth. 

Passed  September  6,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  2. 
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CHAPTER  MCLXXIII. 

[In  original  roll  Chapter  CCXX.] 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  HONORABLE  EDWARD  SHIPPEN,  ESQUIRE, 
AND  JOHN  SWIFT.  ESQUIRE,  THE  ONLY  SURVIVING  TRUSTEES  NOW 
RESIDENT  WITHIN  THIS  STATE,  TO  GRANT,  BARGAIN,  SELL,  CON- 
VEY AND  ASSURE  A  CERTAIN  MESSUAGE  AND  LOT  OP  GROUND  IN 
THE  CITY  OP  PHILADELPHIA,  COMMONLY  CALLED  THE  MASONS' 
LODGE  AND  TO  APPLY  THE  MONEYS  ARISING  FROM  SUCH  SALE  TO 
THE  USES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
grand  and  first  lodges  of  Free  Masons  residing  within  the  city 
and  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia,  did,  by  indenture  dated  the 
first  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty-four,  purchase  upon  ground  rent  from  Thomas 
Gordon  and  Mary  his  wife,  a  lot  of  ground  situate  in  Lodge 
Alley  in  the  said  city,  as  in  and  by  the  same  indenture  duly  re- 
corded in  the  office  for  recording  of  deeds  for  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  fully  appears: 

And  whereas  the  said  Members  of  the  said  Lodgers  entered 
into  a  subscription  of  moneys  to  be  added  to  the  stock  of  the 
said  first  Lodge  and  therewith  to  defray  the  expenses  of  erect- 
ing a  building  thereon,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
same  has  ever  since  been  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Free  Mason's  Lodge: 

And  whereas  by  the  said  indenture  the  estate  of  inheritance 
in  fee  simple  of  and  in  the  said  lot  of  ground  was  vested  in  Wil- 
liam Plumstead,  Thomas  Bond,  Hugh  Davey,  Edward  Shippen, 
Samuel  Mifflin,  John  Swift,  Daniel  Koberdeau,  John  Wallace 
and  William  Franklin,  Esquires,  and  their  heirs  as  joint  tenants 
to  their  own  use  forever;  and  although  no  other  use  or  trust  is 
specified  or  declared  in  the  said  deed,  yet  from  the  minutes  of 
the  said  first  Lodge  it  appears  that  the  same  was  intended  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  said  Lodges  at  their  periodical  meet- 
ings, and  in  all  intermediate  times  to  be  rented  to  any  private 
assembly  or  company  of  people  to  meet  in,  and  that  the  rents 
and  profits  arising  therefrom  were  to  be  applied  in  manner  fol- 
liwing,  viz.,  first  to  distribute  and  pay  to  the  several  subscribers 
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towards  the  erecting  the  said  building  their  several  proportions 
of  two-thirds  of  the  said  rents  and  profits  as  the  same  should 
grow  due  and  be  received,  and  the  other  third  part  of  the  said 
rents  and  profits  were  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  said  first 
Lodge,  those  being  the  just  proportions  which  the  moneys  sub- 
scribed bore  to  the  stock  of  the  said  first  Lodge;  and  by  the  said 
minutes  it  further  appears  that  it  was  agreed  by  and  between 
all  the  said  subscribers,  that  as  they  or  any  of  them  should  de- 
part this  life,  or  remove  out  of  the  then  province  with  design  to 
settle  in  another  place,  the  shares  of  those  so  dying  or  remov- 
ing should  devolve  on  the  remaining  subscribers,  saving  to  them 
and  their  heirs,  executors  and  administrators  the  right  of  dis- 
posing of  their  [said]  shares  to  any  of  the  members  of  the  said 
first  or  grand  Lodge,  if  done  within  one  year  after  their  deaths 
or  removal  as  aforesaid,  but  not  otherwise: 

And  whereas  from  the  length  of  time  since  elapsed  a  consid- 
erable number  of  the  subscribers  are  dead,  and  the  survivors 
by  their  petition  to  this  House  have  represented  that  their  num- 
ber is  so  small  that  the  said  building  is  no  longer  necessary  for 
their  accommodation  or  for  the  purposes  originally  intended, 
and  they  are  desirous  to  sell  the  same  but  doubts  had  arisen 
whether  the  surviving  grantees  could  sell,  convey  and  assure 
the  same,  discharged  from  the  said  parole  trusts  or  agreement 
without  the  aid  of  the  Legislature,  wherefore  they  prayed  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  enable  the  surviving  trustees  now  resident 
in  this  state,  to  sell  the  house  and  lot  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
remaining  owners,  as  to  two-thirds  of  the  produce  thereof,  and 
as  to  the  remaining  one-third  thereof,  to  the  use  of  the  said  first 
Lodge,  to  be  applied  to  such  charitable  use  as  they  may  think 
proper,  and  this  house  having  thereupon  ordered  that  public 
notice  should  be  given  for  four  weeks  successively  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania Journal  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  of  such  their  appli- 
cation for  the  space  of  four  weeks,  which  having  been  done, 
and  the  time  expired  without  any  objection  appearing  thereto, 
it  is  reasonable  to  grant  the  object  of  the  said  petition: 

Therefore, 

[Section  L]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
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wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
honorable  Edward  Shippen,  Esquire,  and  John  Swift,  Esquire, 
the  only  surviving  grantees  in  the  said  recited  deed  mentioned, 
now  resident  in  this  State,  and  the  Survivor  of  them  to  expose 
to  sale  by  public  auctidn  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
think  proper  and  then  and  there  to 'sell  to  the  highest  bidder  all 
that  the  said  messuage  or  building  commonly  called  the  Free 
Masons'  Lodge  and  the  lot  of  ground  thereunto  belonging  with 
the  appurtenances,  and  upon  receipt  of  the  purchase  money 
bid  for  the  same  or  satisfactory  security  therefor,  to  make,  exe- 
cute and  in  due  form  of  law  deliver  and  acknowledge  one  or 
more  deed  or  deeds  of  bargain  and  sale  therefor  to  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers,  his,  her  or  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  his, 
her  or  their  proper  use  and  behoof  forever,  charged  neverthe- 
less with  the  payment  of  the  said  rent-charge  mentioned  and  re- 
served in  and  by  the  said  recited  indenture  to  the  said  Thomas 
Gordon  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  which  said  deed  or  deeds 
so  to  be  made  and  executed  shall  by  force  and  virtue  of  this  act 
enure  to  vest  in  the  purchaser  or  purchasers,  his,  her  or  their 
heirs  and  assigns  a  good,  sure  and  indefeasible  estate  of  in- 
heritance in  fee  simple  of  and  in  the  said  messuage  and  lot  of 
ground  with  the  appurtenances,  charged  nevertheless  with  the 
said  rent  payable  to  the  heirs  or  assigns  of  the  said  Thomas 
Gordon,  but  free,  clear  and  freely  and  clearly  acquitted,  ex- 
onerated and  discharged  of  and  from  all  and  all  manner  of 
trusts  or  agreements  raised,  made  or  intended  to  have  been 
raised  or  made  thereupon  or  thereout  by  or  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  original  grantees  in  the  said  recited  indenture  men- 
tioned, and  of  the  persons  who  subscribed  moneys  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  the  said  messuage  or  their  or  any  of  their  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  or  of  the  members  of  the 
said  first  or  grand  lodges  of  Free  Masons  or  their  successors, 
saving  nevertheless  to  all  other  persons  their  rights,  if  any  they 
have,  of,  in,  to  or  out  of  the  same. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Edward  Shippen  and 
John  Swift,  Esquires,  their  executors  or  administrators  shall 
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dispose  of  and  apply  the  moneys  which  shall  come  to  their 
hands  from  the  said  sale  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  one 
equal  third  part  thereof  to  the  members  of  the  said  first  Lodge 
of  Free  Masons  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  use  of  the 
said  Lodge,  to  be  by  them  distributed  and  applied  to  such  chari- 
table uses  as  they  shall  think  proper;  and  shall  distribute  and 
pay  the  remaining  two-third  parts  thereof  to  and  among  all  and 
every  the  persons  who  originally  subscribed  moneys  for  erect- 
ing the  said  building,  who  are  now  living  and  resident  within 
this  state,  and  the  executors  and  administrators  of  all  such 
original  subscribers  who  disposed  of  the  shares  respectively  be- 
longing to  them  to  some  member  or  members  of  the  said  first  or 
grand  Lodges  within  one  year  after  the  death  or  removal  from 
this  state  of  such  dead  or  removed  subscribers  according  to  the 
true  intent  of  the  said  recited  minutes  of  the  said  first  Lodge 
in  just  and  ratable  proportions  to  the  several  and  respective 
sums  of  money  subscribed  by  themselves  or  the  persons  whom 
by  such  assignment  as  aforesaid  they  represent 

Passed  September  6,  1785.    Recorded  I^  B.  No.  2,  p.  652. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXIV. 


In  original  roll  Chapter  CCXXII. 

A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING 
AND  OPENING  A  LOAN  OFFICE  FOR  THE  SUM  OF  FIFTY  THOUSAND 
POUNDS  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED."  (1) 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
passed  the  fourth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
pounds  in  bills  of  credit  was  ordered  to  be  emitted  on  loan  by 
the  trustees  therein  appointed  in  manner  as  directed  by  the 
said  act 

And  whereas  by  the  said  act  it  was  provided  that  if  the  said 
trustees  or  any  of  them  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  act  as  trus- 
tees or  should  happen  to  die  or  be  removed,  some  other  fit  per- 
1  Chapter  1159. 
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son  or  persons  should  be  appointed  by  the  legislature  in  the 
place  or  places  of  such  trustee  or  trustees: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  Joseph  Dean,  Esquire,  one 
of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the  act  aforesaid  hath  declined  to 
act  conformably  to  his  appointment, 

Therefore, 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Rowland  Evans,  Esquire,  be 
and  he  is  hereby  appointed  a  trustee  of  the  general  loan  office 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  room  and  stead  of  Joseph 
Dean,  Esquire,  who  hath  resigned;  to  have,  use  and  exercise 
all  the  powers  and  authorities  of  a  trustee  of  the  loan  office 
aforesaid  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he  were  particularly 
named  in  the  act  aforesaid. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  said 
Rowland  Evans,  Esquire,  shall  and  he  is  hereby  enjoined  to 
take  and  subscribe  the  oath  or  affirmation  and  enter  into  such 
security  as  is  directed  and  required  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
any  two  of  the  trustees  of  the  general  loan  office  appointed  by 
and  in  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  are  au- 
thorized to  do  and  perform  the  duties  required  by  the  first  men- 
tioned act: 

[Section  II.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  two  of  the  trustees  of  the  said 
loan  office  appointed  or  that  may  be  appointed  shall  have,  use 
and  exercise  all  the  powers  and  authorities,  which  the  trustees 
of  the  said  loan  office  can  or  may  do  by  virtue  of  the  first  recited 
act. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  an  act  of  assembly  en- 
titled *^An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this  state  towards  pay- 
ing the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States  and 
for  funding  and  paying  the  interest  of  the  public  debts  of  this 
state,"*  it  was  enacted  that  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  of  the  several  denomina- 

2  Passed  March  16,  1785,  Chapter  1137. 
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tions  therein  mentioned  should  be  prepared  and  printed  and 
that  John  Chaloner,  William  Turnbull,  George  Latimer,  Rey- 
nold Keen,  Andrew  Tybout,  Edward  Fox,  James  Collins,  Peter 
Baynton,  William  Smith,  druggist,  Samuel  Murdoch,  James 
Bayard,  Joseph  Redman,  Robert  Smith,  merchant,  John  Rhea, 
William  Gray,  brewer,  William  Tilton,  Francis  Wade,  Thomas 
Irwin,  Charles  Risk,  Andrew  Pettit,  James  McCrea,  John  Tay- 
lor, Samuel  Caldwell,  Stacy  Hepburn  and  John  Duffleld  were 
thereby  appointed  to  sign  and  number  the  bills  of  credit  afore- 
said. And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  House  that 
a  considerable  number  of  the  bills  of  credit  remain  yet  to  be 
signed  and  numbered,  whereby  the  trustees  of  the  loan  oflBce 
are  prevented  from  letting  out  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  pounds 
conformably  to  the  act  herein  first  recited: 

Therefore, 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid.  That  Levy  Budd,  James  Laughead,  George 
Leib,  John  Baker,  William  Wertz,  Francis  Mentges,  Joseph 
Kerr,  John  Miller,  James  Glentworth,  John  Steel,  George  Good- 
win, Joseph  Marsh,  Henry  Kammerer,  Michael  Shubart  and 
Robert  Bridges,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  signers 
for  the  said  bills  of  credit,  in  addition  to  those  appointed  in  and 
by  the  act  last  recited  and  that  they  be  severally  allowed  the 
same  wages  as  is  allowed  to  the  signers,  in  the  same  act  named. 
Passed  September,  10,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  2. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXV. 


AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  THE  GENERAL  ELECTIONS  OF  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH  AND  TO  PREVENT  FRAUDS  THEREIN. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  notwithstanding  the  regulations 
which  have  been  heretofore  provided  and  enacted  for  the  due 
and  orderly  carrying  on  the  general  elections  of  this  common- 
wealth, as  well  for  the  choice  of  sheriffs  and  other  county  officers 
yearly,  as  for  the  annual  elections  of  representatives  in  the  gen- 
eral assembly  and  of  members  of  the  supreme  executive,  coun- 
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cil  according  to  the  triennial  rotation  established  by  the  con- 
stitution of  the  commonwealth  or  oftener  as  occasion  shall  re- 
quire, manifold  frauds  and  abuses  have  arisen  therein  whereby 
the  said  elections  have  been  corrupted  and  perverted  and  per- 
sons who  had  not  the  confidence  nor  suffrages  of  the  major  part 
of  the  legal  electors  have  been  returned  to  sit  in  the  legislative 
body  and  as  members  of  the  supreme  executive  council  to  the 
manifest  depression  of  political  virtue,  the  pollution  of  the 
sources  of  authority,  and  the  destruction  of  the  dearest,  most 
essential  and  sacred  privileges  of  the  freemen  of  this  common- 
wealth: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  indispensable  to  the 
orderly  holding  and  conducting  of  the  said  elections  that  the 
laws  for  regulating  the  same  should  be  clear,  explicit  and  easy 
to  be  understood,  and  that  therefore  the  several  and  various 
laws  now  in  force  concerning  such  elections  being  altered  and 
amended  should  be  reduced  into  one  act  of  general  assembly: 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  right  of  the  freemen  of 
this  commonw^ealth  who  have  a  sufficient  common  interest  and 
who  have  manifested  their  attachment  to  the  community  to 
elect  their  officers  and  to  be  elected  into  office  in  such  manner 
as  the  laws  should  direct  is  secured  to  every  freeman  by  the 
constitution,  but  the  manner  whereby  every  freeman  shall  ex- 
ercise the  same  is  to  be  regulated  by  the  general  assembly  from 
time  to  time  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
within  each  city  and  county;  provided,  however,  that  no  person 
shall  have  more  than  one  annual  vote  at  the  general  election 
for  representatives  in  the  general  assembly. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Wherefore  be  it  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
th  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General*  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  until  a  new  proportion 
of  representation  in  the  legislature  shall  be  ascertained  and  ap- 
pointed as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  seventeenth  section  of  the 
constitution  of  this  state,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  sev- 
eral counties  of  this  state  shall  be  represented  in  the  general 
assembly  by  the  same  number  of  persons  as  were  ascertained 
and  declared  for  them  respectively  by  an  act  of  General  Assem- 
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bly  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September  which  was  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
nine,  entitled  "An  act  to  appoint  a  representation  for  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth 
in  proportion  to  the  taxable  inhabitants  in  each,"^  and  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  assembly  which  have  been  since  enacted  for  setting 
off  and  erecting  new  counties  whereby  the  same  hath  been 
varied. 

And  the  elections  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  holden 
at  the  State  house  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  And  the  elec- 
tions for  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  exclusive  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  which  for  that  purpose  shall  be  divided  into  two 
districts,  viz.,  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Germantown, 
Roxborough  and  Bristol,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  Union 
school  house  in  Germantown  and  the  freemen  of  the  other  town- 
ships in  the  said  county,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  State 
house  in  the  said  city. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Bucks^  which  for  that  pur- 
pose is  divided  into  two  districts^  shall  be  holden  at  two  places, 
to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Milford,  Richland, 
Springfield,  Durham,  Haycock,  Nockamixon,  Tinicum,  Bedmin- 
ster,  Rockhill,  Hilltown,  Plumstead  and  New  Britain,  being  the 
first  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  Abraham 
Kechlein,  inn-keeper;  and  the  freemen  of  the  rest  of  the  town- 
ships of  the  same  county,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  court 
house  at  Newtown  in  the  same  county. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Chester,  which  for  that 
purpose  shall  be  divided  into  four  districts,  shall  be  holden  at 
four  places,  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Chester,  Up- 
per Chichester,  Lower  Chichester,  Bethel,  Ashtown,  Concord, 
Middletown,  Thombury,  Birmingham,  Nether  Providence,  Up- 
per Providence,  Ridley,  Marple,  Springfield,  Darby,  Haverford, 
Newtown,  Edgemont,  Radnor,  Eastown  and  Tinnicum,  being 
the  first  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  town  of  Ches- 
ter, the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Londongrove,  East  Notting- 
ham, West  Nottingham,  Oxford,  and  West  Fallowfield,  being 
the  second  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  Chatham,  form- 
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erly  called  the  Halfway  House;  the  freemen  of  the  townships 
of  West  Whiteland,  East  Gain,  West  Cain,  West  Nantmill,  East 
Bradford,  West  Bradford,  Newlin,  East  Fallowfield  and  Sads- 
bury,  being  the  third  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
sign  of  the  Pennsylvania  Arms,  at  the  house  of  John  Cubertson, 
Esquire,  in  the  said  township  of  East  Cain;  the  freemen  of  the 
townships  of  Charlestown,  Tredyflfrin,  Uwchland,  Gothen, 
Westown  and  Willistown,  being  the  fourth  district,  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  Yellow  Springs,  in  the  township  of  Pike- 
land  aforesaid. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Lancaster,  which  for  that 
purpose  shall  be  divided  into  four  districts,  shall  be  holden  at 
four  places  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  and 
of  the  townships  of  Lancaster,  Manheim,  Manor,  Lampeter  and 
Conestoga,  being  the  first  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at 
the  court  house  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster;  the  freemen  of  the 
townships  of  Little  Britain,  Dromore,  Martic,  Bart,  Colerain, 
Sadsbury  and  Strassburg,  being  the  second  district,  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  of  Colonel  James  Porter  in  the  town- 
ship of  Dromore  aforesaid,  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of 
Donegal,  Mountjoy,  Rapho,  Hempfield,  Elizabeth  and  Warwick, 
being  the  third  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  thfe  house 
of  Captain  Hugh  Peden,  in  the  township  of  Rapho  aforesaid; 
and  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Salisbury,  Earl,  Caer 
narvon,  Brecknock,  Cocolico,  and  Leacock,  [being  the  fourth 
district,]  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  Thomas 
Henderson  at  New  Holland  in  the  township  of  Earl  aforesaid. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  York,  which  for  that  pur- 
pose shall  be  divided  into  five  districts,  shall  be  holden  at  five 
places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  Yorktown,  and  the  townships  of 
York,  Manchester,  Dover,  Codorus,  Shrewsbury,  Windsor,  and 
Hallam,  being  the  first  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
court  house  of  the  same  county,  in  Yorktown;  the  freemen  of  the 
townships  of  Cumberland,  Hamilton's  Bann,  Straban,  Mount- 
joy,  Menallan  and  Tyrone,  being  the  second  district,  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  Samuel  Gettis';  the  freemen  of  the  townships 
of  Heidelberg,  Berwick,  Mount  Pleasant,  Manheim,  Paradise, 
and  Germany,  being  the  third  district,  shall  hold  their  elections 
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at  Hanovertown,  the  freemen  of  the  township  of  Fawn,  Hope- 
well, and  Chanceford,  being  the  fourth  district  shall  hold  theiF 
elections  at  Turner's  mill  in  the  township  of  Chanceford  afore- 
said, and  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  NewbeiTy,  Warring- 
ton, Monoghan,  Huntingdon,  and  Reading  being  the  fifth  dis- 
trict, shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  the  late  Robert 
Stevenson. 

The  elections  for  the  county  of  Cumberiand,  which  for  that 
purpose  shall  be  divided  into  four  districts,  shall  be  holden  at 
four  places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  town  of  Cariisle  and  of 
the  townships  of  East  Pennsbopough,  West  Pennsborough,  Al- 
len, Middletown,  Newtown  and  Hopewell,  being  the  first  dis- 
trict, shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  court  house  in  the  town 
of  C5arlisle;  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Rye,  Tyrone,  and 
Teboyn,  being  the  second  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at 
the  house  of  William  McOlure,  Esquire,  in  the  township  of 
Tyrone  aforesaid;  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Greenwood, 
Fermanagh,  Leek  and  Milford,  being  the  third  district,  shall 
hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Wilson  in  the  town- 
ship of  Milford  aforesaid;  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of 
Deny,  Armagh  and  Wayne,  being  the  fourth  district,  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  of  Arthur  Buchanan,  in  the  town- 
ship of  Derry  aforesaid. 

And  the  elections  of  the  county  of  Berks,  shall  be  holden  at 
the  county  court  house  in  the  town  of  Reading. 

And  the  elections  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  which  for 
that  purpose  is  divided  into  four  districts,  shall  be  holden  at 
four  places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  town  of  Easton  and  of 
the  townships  of  Easton,  William,  Lower  Saucon,  Bethlehem, 
Forks,  Mount  Bethel  and  Plainfield,  being  the  first  district, 
shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  county  court  house  in  Easton 
aforesaid;  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Northampton,  Salis- 
bury, Upper  Saucon,  Upper  Milford,  Macungy,  Weisenburg, 
Lynn,  Whitehall,  Heidelberg  and  Lowhill,  being  the  second  dis- 
trict, shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  town  of  Northampton; 
the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Allen,  Moore,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Towamensing,  Penn  and  Lehigh,  being  the  third  district,  shall 
hold  their  election  at  the  house  of  Peter  Anthony  in  Lehigh 
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aforesaid;  and  the  Freemen  of  the  townships  of  Hamilton, 
Lower  Smithfield,  Delaware  and  Upper  Smithfield,  being  the 
fourth  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  Nicho- 
las Depui  in  Lower  Smithfield  township  aforesaid. 

And  the  elections  of  the  county  of  Bedford,  which  for  that 
purpose  is  divided  into  five  districts,  shall  be  holden  at  five 
places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  town  of  Bedford  and  of  the 
townships  of  Bedford,  Colerain,  Providence,  and  Cumberland 
Valley,  being  the  first  district  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
court  house  of  the  same  county  in  Bedford  town;  the  freemen 
of  the  townships  of  Bethel  and  Air,  being  the  second  district, 
shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  Ephraim  Wallace,  in 
the  township  of  Bethel  aforesaid.  The  freemen  of  the  town- 
ships of  Barre,  Hopewell,  Frankstown  and  Huntingdon,  being 
the  third  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  place  called 
the  Standing-stone.  The  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Brothers 
Valley,  Quesmahoning,  Turkey  Foot,  and  Wilford,  being  the 
fourth  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  James 
Black  in  the  township  of  Quesmahoning  aforesaid;  and  the  free- 
men of  the  townships  of  Dublin  and  Shirley,  being  the  fifth 
district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  George  Clug- 
gage  in  the  township  of  Shirley  aforesaid. 

And  the  elections  of  the  county  of  Northumberland,  which  for 
that  purpose  is  divided  into  four  districts,  shall  be  holden  at 
four  places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Augusta, 
Penns  and  Mahony,  being  the  first  district,  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  town  of  Sunbury,  and  the  freemen  of  the 
township  of  Turbit,  Mahoning,  Wyoming,  Shawanee  and  Stoke, 
being  the  second  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
town  of  Northumberland;  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of 
Buffalo,  White  Deer  and  Potter,  being  the  third  district,  shall 
hold  their  elections  at  Foutz  formerly,  now  [Green's]  mill  in 
Buffalo  aforesaid;  and  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Muncy 
and  Bald  EJagle,  being  the  fourth  district,  shall  hold  their  elec- 
tions at  the  house  of  Amariah  Sutton  in  Muncy  aforesaid;  and 
the  freemen  who  reside  without  the  bounds  of  any  township, 
but  within  the  said  county,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
place  appointed  for  the  fourth  district  as  aforesaid. 
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And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  which 
for  that  purpose  is  divided  into  five  districts,  shall  be  holden 
at  five  places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  said  county  who  reside 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Kiskeminetas  and  Conemaugh,  being 
the  first  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  dwelling  house 
of  Samuel  Dickson;  the  freemen  of  the  said  county  bounded 
by  the  Laurel  hill,  Conemaugh,  the  Chesnut  ridge,  and  Fay- 
ette county  line,  being  the  second  district,  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  occupied  by  William  Jameson;  the 
freemen  of  the  townships  of  Huntington  and  Rastrover,  being 
the  third  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  Milliam  Moore,  in  the  township  of  Rastrover  aforesaid; 
the  freemen  of  the  township  of  Fort  Pitt,  being  the  fourth 
district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Debereux  Smith  in  the  town  of  Fort  Pitt,  and  all  the  freemen 
residing  in  the  said  county  who  are  not  included  in  the  afore- 
mentioned districts  shall  hold  their  elections  at  Hanna's  town. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Washington  shall  be 
holden  at  the  court  house  in  the  same  county. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Fayette  shall  be  holden 
at  the  court  house  in  Uniontown. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Franklin  shall  be  holden 
in  two  places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  several  township  in 
the  said  county  (except  the  township*  of  Fannet)  being  the 
first  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  court  house  in 
the  said  county;  and  the*  freemen  of  the  township  of  Fannet 
aforesaid,  being  the  second  district,  shall  hold  their  elections 
at  the  house  of  the  widow  Elliott  in  the  said  township. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Montgomery,  which  for 
that  purpose  is  divided  into  three  districts;  shall  be  holden  at 
three  places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Norriton, 
Plymouth,  Whitpain,  Upper  Merion,  Lower  Merion,  New  Provi- 
dence, Worcester,  Skippack  and  Perkiomen,  being  the  first  dis- 
trict, shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  court  house;  the  freemen 
of  the  townships  of  Whitemarsh,  Springfield,  Cheltenham, 
Abington,  Moreland,  Horsham,  Upper  Dublin,  Gwynedd,  Mont- 
gomery, Hatfield,  Towamensing,  Lower  Salford  and  Franconia, 
being  the  second  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  George 
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Eckart's  tavern  in  Whitemarsh;  and  the  freemen  of  the  town- 
ships of  Limerick,  New  Hanover,  Douglass,  Upper  Hanover, 
Marlborough,  and  Upper  Salford,  being  the  third  district,  shall 
hold  their  elections  at  Michael  Kreps's  tavern  in  New  Hanover. 

And  the  elections  for  the  county  of  Dauphin  which  for  that 
purpose  is  divided  into  four  districts,  shall  be  holden  at  four 
places;  to  wit,  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Heidelberg, 
Lebanon,  Bethel  and  East  Hanover,  being  the  first  district,  shall 
hold  their  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by  Anthony 
Kechler,  in  the  town  of  Lebanon;  the  freemen  of  the  townships 
of  Derry,  Londonderry  and  West  Hanover,  being  the  second 
district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  Peter  Friedley's  in  Hum- 
melstown,  in  the  said  township  of  Derry;  the  freemen  of  the 
townships  of  Lower  Paxton,  being  the  third  district,  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  court  house  in  the  said  county;  and  the 
freemen  of  the  township  of  Upper  Paxton  on  the  north  side  of 
Peter's  mountain,  being  the  fourth  district,  shall  hold  tlieir 
elections  at  the  house  of  Peter  Hoffman  in  Upper  Paxton  afore- 
said. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  for  the  more  orderly 
choice  of  inspectors  of  the  said  general  elections. 

Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
freemen  of  this  commonwealth  residing  within  each  town, 
township,  ward  of  th^  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  district 
of  Southwark,  who,  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state 
are  duly  qualified  to  elect  repi*esentatives  to  sit  in  the  general 
assembly,  shall  meet  on  the  Saturday  immediately  before  the 
second  Tuesday  in  the  month  of  October,  yearly,  at  some  con- 
venient place  within  their  respective  town,  township,  ward  or 
district,  to  be  appointed  by  the  constable  or  constables  of  the 
place  respectively,  or  in  case  of  the  absence  or  neglect  of  such 
constable  and  constables,  then  at  such  convenient  place  within 
such  town,  township,  ward  or  district  as  the  overseer  or  over- 
seers of  the  poor  of  the  same  place  shall  appoint;  and  the  same 
freemen,  or  so  many  of  them  as  may  be  present,  shall  then  and 
there  by  the  majority  of  votes  elect  two  intelligent  and  substan- 
tial freeholders,  being  resident  freemen  of  the  township  or  place 
qualified  as  aforesaid  to  elect,  who  may  be  supposed  to  be  best 
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acquainted  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  town,  township, 
ward  or  district,  which  two  freeholders  so  to  be  chosen  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  assistants  to  the  said  constable  or  constables, 
overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  in  conducting  the  election  to 
be  then  and  there  holden  of  inspectors  of  the  general  election 
for  that  year,  and  in  judging  of  the  qualifications  of  such  per- 
sons as  shall  offer  themselves  at  such  election  of  inspectors,  as 
electors,  and  in  making  return  of  such  election;  and  when  two 
assistant's  shall  be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  the  said  constable  or 
ovei-seer  shall,  without  delay>  proceed  to  the  election  by  ballot 
of  two  resident  freeholders,  qualified  as  aforesaid,  to  be  in- 
spectors as  aforesaid;  and  the  said  election  of  inspectors  shall 
be  open  between  the  hours  of  two  and  three  of  the  clock  in 
the  afternoon  and  shall  be  kept  open  and  continued  till  the 
hour  of  six  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  when 
the  poll  of  the  same  election  shall  be  closed,  the  number  of 
votes  ascertained,  and  the  persons  who  shall  be  highest  in 
vote  publicly  declared;  and  the  said  constable  or  overseer,  [with 
the  assistants  aforesaid,]  shall  certify  in  writing  the  names 
and  the  additions'of  the  two  highest  in  vote,  as  the  inspectors 
of  their  town,  township,  ward  or  district,  and  the  said  constable 
or  overseer  of  the  poor  [shall]  deliver  the  same  certificate  to 
one  of  the  judges  of  election,  at  the  place  of  general  election  of 
the  city,  county  or  district,  on  the  Tuesday  next  following  before 
the  hour  of  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  under  the  penalty 
of  ten  pounds,  to  be  forfeited  and  paid  by  the  delinquent  con- 
stable [or]  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  such  constable  or  over- 
seer of  the  poor  and  their  assistants  and  every  of  them  shall 
take^are  to  give  as  early  notice  as  may  be  to  the  persons  who 
shall  be  so  chosen  inspectors  of  the  general  election,  and  such 
constable  or  constables  and  in  case  there  be  no  constable  the 
overseer  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  township  or  place  shall 
give  notice  eight  days  before  every  such  election  of  inspectors 
of  the  time  and  place  of  such  election,  to  the  electors  of  the 
township  or  place,  and  for  that  purpose  there  shall  be  made  out 
six  or  more  writings  setting  forth  the  same  in  a  plain  and  legi- 
ble manner,  and  he  or  they  shall  aflftx  the  same  writings  at 
six  or  more  of  the  most  noted  places  within  the  town,  township, 

3— XII 


34  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1785 

ward  or  district,  respectively;  Provided  that  the  freemen  of 
the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, shall  choose  in  like  manner  four  inspectors,  whereof 
two  shall  be  the  inspectors  in  manner  aforesaid,  to  serve  at 
the  elections  to  be  holden  for  the  same  county;  and  the  persons 
so  chosen  or  appointed  shall  be  subject  to  like  penalties  as 
others. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
several  counties,  at  their  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
holden  one  month  at  the  least  before  the  next  ensuing  general 
election  in  eveiy  year,  shall  nominate  three  able  and  intelligent 
freeholders  residing  within  the  district  of  any  county  which 
is  divided  into  districts  for  the  purpose  of  elections,  or  other- 
wise residing  within  the  county,  as  judges  of  the  election  to 
be  holden  in  each  district  or  place  as  aforesaid;  Provided  that 
the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  not 
intermeddle  in  appointing  judges  of  the  elections  to  be  holden 
for  the  county  without  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  Provided  nevertheless  and 
be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  judges  and 
inspectors  aforesaid  for  this  present  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-five,  shall  be  chosen  as  heretofore,  any- 
thing in  this  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the 
proper  county  and  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  shall  deliver 
a  certified  transcript  of  the  appointment  of  the  judges  0%  each 
place  of  election  to  the  sheriff  of  the  same  county  within  five 
days  after  such  appointment,  who  shall  serve  a  copy  of  the 
same  on  the  aforesaid  judges  respectively  at  least  ten  days 
before  the  next  day  of  general  election;  and  if  any  judge  of 
election,  being  properly  notified  of  his  appointment  as  afore- 
said, shall  neglect  to  attend  at  the  place  of  election  for  which 
he  shall  be  appointed  by  nine  of  the  clock  of  the  forenoon  of  the 
day  of  general  election,  or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  take  upon 
him  the  office  of  judge  of  election,  every  such  delinquent  shall 
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forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds,  unless  he  render 
a  sufficient  reason  for  his  non-attendance  to  the  next  court  of 
general  quarter  sessions  to  be  holden  for  the  proper  county  or 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to 
inquire  into  the  same  and  determine  accordingly  and  if  any 
such  judge  shall  be  absent  whetBer  wilfully  or  by  reason  of 
sickness  or  other  disability  at  the  opening  of  the  poll  of  any 
election,  his  place  shall  be  immediately  supplied  out  of  the  quali- 
fied freeholders  who  shall  be  then  present  by  the  other  judges 
of  election,  and  the  newly  named  judge  shall  act  and  do  the 
duty  in  the  stead  of  such  absent  person  under  penalty  of  twenty 
pounds.  ' 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  both  of  the  persons  who  shall 
be  returned  as  aforesaid  as  inspectors  of  any  place  shall  attend 
at  the  proper  place  and  day  of  general  election  at  nine  of  the 
clock  in  the  forenoon  in  order  that  out  of  the  two  persons 
so  chosen  and  returned  for  each  township  or  place  one  of  them 
may  be  selected  by  lot  by  the  judges  of  election,  in  the  presence 
of  the  inspectors  chosen  and  returned  to  serve  at  that  place 
and  time;  and  the  inspector  so  selected  shall  be  the  inspector 
for  the  year  ensuing;  but  if  one  only  of  the  persons  who  shall 
be  returned  as  inspectors  for  any  township  or  place  attend, 
then  such  person  shall  act  as  inspector;  and  if  one  or  either  of 
the  said  inspectors  shall  not  attend  at  the  proper  place  of 
election  in  due  time,  every  such  delinquent  shall  forfeit  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds,  provided  he  hath  had  sufficient  notice 
of  his  election  and  shall  not  be  able  to  show  due  cause  of  ab- 
sence, and  the  judges  of  the  election  shall  forthwith  appoint 
a  suitable  person  to  be  inspector  in  the  room  and  stead  of 
such  absent  person  who  shall  perform  the  duties  and  be  subject 
to  the  like  penalties  as  the  other  inspectors. 

(Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  the  sixth  article  of  the 
frame  of  government,  taken  with  and  explained  by  the  seventh 
section  of  the  bill  of  jights,  the  privilege  of  voting  at  elections 
and  being  elected  into  office  within  this  commonwealth  de- 
pends upon  being  rated  for  and  paying  public  taxes,  and  the 
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freemen  thereof,  however  otherwise  qualified,  must  be  possessed 
of  this  qualification  also: 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XI.  P.L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  several  coun- 
ties within  this  state  shall,  five  days  at  the  least  before  the 
second  Tuesday  in  the  month  of  October  in  every  year,  furnish 
and  deliver  to  one  of  the  judges  of  election  of  the  proper  county, 
a  separate  alphabetical  list  of  the  names  and  surnames  of  all 
the  male  taxable  persons  inhabiting  or  seized  of  real  estate 
within  each  township,  district  or  ward  within  the  county,  taken 
from  the  last  assessment  of  the  county  rates  and  levies,  to  which 
county  rates  and  levies  every  person  who  shall  not  be  exon- 
erated on  account  of  his  poverty  is  and  ought  to  be  contribu- 
tory, and  the  same  lists  shall  be  made  out  by  the  clerk  of  the 
commissioners  and  paid  for  out  of  the  county  stock,  and  before 
the  elections  of  members  of  assembly  shall  be  opened,  the  same 
lists  or  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  distributed  to  and  among  the 
inspectors,  to  enable  them  severally  to  ascertain  whether  the 
persons  who  shall  offer  to  vote  at  such  election  be  taxable  or 
not;  and  if  the  commissioners  of  any  county  shall  neglect  to 
furnish  and  deliver  the  said  lists  as  aforesaid  every  such  delin- 
quent commissioner  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
for  his  neglect  in  not  delivering  the  same. 

(Section  XII.  P.L.)  And  whereas  great  uncertainties  and 
inconveniences  would  be  introduced  by  freemen  entitled  to  vote 
at  the  elections  regulated  by  this  act  voting  at  such  elections 
out  of  their  respective  districts,  as  generally  they  will  be  per- 
sonally known  near  their  homes,  and  their  claim  to  vote  most 
easily  examined,  and  it  would  break  through  and  derange  the 
equality  of  representation  in  the  general  assembly,  depending 
on  the  numbers  of  taxable  persons  within  eaeh  county,  which 
the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth  has  directed  to  be  regu- 
lated anew  at  the  end  of  every  seven  years,  if  the  citizens  of 
this  state  were  admitted  to  poll  at  any  such  elections,  without 
their  proper  counties,  or  in  case  the  county  be  divided  into 
districts,  without  their  proper  districts;  And  whereas  the  giv- 
ing his  suffrage  at  the  same  election  is  by  the  constitution  con- 
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sidered  as  the  personal  privilege  of  every  qualified  freeman, 
and  not  attached  to,  or  dependent  upon  landed  property: 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  entitled  to  vote  at 
any  election  of  inspectors,  representatives  or  representative  to 
serve  in  the  general  assembly,  counsellor,  sheriffs,  coroners,  com- 
missioners or  commissioner  of  a  county,  or  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, or  wardens  of  the  same  city,  which  elections  are  regu- 
lated by  this  act,  shall  give  his  vote  or  suffrage  at  any  other 
place  of  election  than  that  of  the  county  at  large  (in  case  the 
same  county  be  not  divided  ip^o  districts  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  general  elections)  or  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  the 
district  for  the  purpose  of  holding  such  elections  within  which 
such  person  inhabits;  and  unless  the  vote  of  such  freeman  be 
delivered  to  the  proper  inspector  of  the  township,  ward,  or 
place  wherein  such  freeman  inhabiteth  his  vote  shall  be  utterly 
void  and  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  the  legal  votes  given  at 
the  same  election.  And  whereas  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Bedford  happens  this 
year  on  the  day  of  the  annual  elections; 

[Section  IX.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
such  of  -the  freemen  of  the  aforesaid  county  of  Bedford  as  are 
necessarily  called  to  attend  said  court  and  who  are  legally 
qualified  may  give  in  their  votes  at  the  court  house  in  the  same 
county  at  the  ensuing  election  only,  anything  in  this  law  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  general  elections  of  this 
commonwealth  shall  begin  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  the  month 
of  October  annually,  between  the  hours  of  ten  of  the  clock  in 
the  forenoon  and  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  the 
poll  thereof  shall  be  carried  on  without  interruption  or  adjourn- 
ment till  seven  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day, 
other  than  the  elections  to  be  holden  for  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  the  poll  whereof  shall  be  carried  on  without  in- 
terruption or  adjournment,  until  eight  of  the  clock  of  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day  and  no  longer,  and  no  votes  shall  be 
received  afterwards^  and  that  every  person  coming  to  his  proper 
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place  of  election  to  elect  members  of  assembly  or  other  officers 
there  to  be  chosen,  shall  deliver  in  writing,  on  one  piece  of 
paper,  the  name  or  names  of  the  person  or  persons  for  whom 
he  votes  as  his  representative  or  representatives  in  assembly; 
and  when  a  counsellor  for  the  city  or  any  county  is  to  be  chosen, 
the  name  of  the  person  for  whom  such  elector  shall  be  disposed 
to  vote;  and  on  one  other  piece  of  paper  the  names  of  such 
persons  as  the  elector  chooses  to  be  sheriffs  and  coroners;  and 
on  one  other  piece  of  paper,  the  name  or  names  of  such  person 
as  the  elector  chooses  as  commissioner  and  commissioners  of 
the  proper  county;  and  the  several  electors  shall  separately 
fold  up  their  respective  papers  or  tickets,  turning  out  to  view 
the  names  of  office  only,  and  shall  thus  give  their  votes  secretly; 
and  the  same  tickets  and  no  other,  being  received  by  the  proper 
inspector,  shall  be  deposited  [by  him]  in  the  box  to  be  kept 
by  him  for  that  purpose,  till  the  poll  be  closed.  And  if  any 
judge  of  election,  inspector,  or  other  person  before  the  polling 
of  the  tickets  be  closed,  shall  presume  to  unfold,  open  or  pry  into 
any  such  ticket,  with  design  to  discover  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates thereon  written,  every  person  so  offending  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  to  the  party  grieved,  to  be  re- 
covered with  costs,  by  bill,  plaint  or  information,  in  any  court 
of  record.  And  if  any  elector  doth  presume  to  offer  any  more 
than  one  ticket  of  each  kind  before  specified,  with  a  fraudulent 
design,  every  such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the'sum  of  five 
pounds  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  recovered  as  in  the  case  of 
inspectors,  and  shall  moreover  forfeit  his  vote  at  such  election. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  judges  of  election  of  any 
district  or  of  the  whole  county  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  appoint 
such  and  so  many  clerks  of  the  said  election  (being  severally 
of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upwards)  as  they  shall 
deem  to  be  necessary,  two  of  which  clerks  shall  take  down  in 
writing  the  name  of  every  elector,  as  he  cometh  to  vote,  un- 
til the  poll  be  closed,  such  name  being  pronounced  aloud  by  the 
inspector,  who  shall  receive  the  ticket  or  tickets  of  such  elector, 
and  repeated  in  like  manner  by  such  clerks,  one  after  the  other. 
And  when  the  poll  shall  be  closed,  the  aforesaid  boxes  wherein 
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the  folded  papers  or  tickets  shall  be  deposited,  shall  be  opened, 
one  by  one;  and  one  of  the  said  judges,  in  the  presence  of  the 
inspectors,  shall  deliberately  take  out  and  read  aloud  the 
names  written  thereon  respectively,  whilst  two  or  more  of  the 
said  clerks  shall  carefully  enter  and  keep  account  of  the  same 
on  papers  prepared  in  columns  for  that  purpose,  so  that  the 
number  of  votes  for  each  candidate  tallied  thereon,  may  be 
readily  cast  up  and  known;  after  which  shall  be  ended,  the 
judges  of  the  election  shall  openly  and  publicly  declare  the 
name  or  names  of  the  person  and  persons  which  shall  be  often- 
est  repeated  on  the  said  tickets,  and  so  on  till  the  number  of 
persons  to  be  chosen  shall  be  so  declared.  But  if  upon  opening 
any  of  the  said  tickets  there  be  found  any  more  nam^s  written 
on  any  of  them  than  there  ought  to  be,  or  if  any  two  or  more  of 
such  papers  be  deceitfully  folded  together,  such  tickets  shall 
be  rejected,  and  not  accounted  among  the  votes. 

[Section  XII.].  (Section  XVI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  receiving  the  said  ticketa 
from  the  qualified  electors  at  the  place  of  general  election,  so 
many  of  the  inspectors,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  six 
except  in  such  districts  that  contain  less  than  two  townships, 
shall  sit  together  at  any  door  or  window  of  the  house  where 
such  election  shall  be  holden,  as  shall  be  agreed  on  and  directed 
by  the  majority  of  the  judges  of  such  election;  and  that  over 
or  near  to  such  door  or  window  whereat  such  inspectors  shall 
be  placed  as  aforesaid,  the  name  of  the  town,  townships,  wards 
and  districts  whose  inspectors  shall  be  there  placed,  shall  be 
written  or  printed  in  large  and  legible  characters,  in  such  man- 
ner that  the  electors  dwelling  within  the  several  respective 
towns,  townships,  wards  and  districts,  may  readily  find  their 
inspector  or  inspectors,  in  order  to  deliver  to  him  or  them  their 
tickets  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XVII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  tne  inspectors  of  the 
several  towns,  townships,  wards  and  districts,  within  this  com- 
monwealth, shall  not  receive  any  votes  or  tickets  from  any  per- 
son or  persons  whatsoever,  other  than  the  votes  or  tickets  of 
qualified  freemen  residing  within  their  several  precincts,  and 
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that  the  name  of  each  elector  whose  ticket  shall  be  received 
by  any  inspector  and  the  place  of  his  abode  being  called  out 
aloud  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entered  by  the  clerks  aforesaid,  and 
such  pei-son's  name  shall  be  also  marked  in  the  alphabetical 
list  of  the  proper  township  or  place  by  the  inspector  thereof, 
by  writing  the  word  voted  in  the  margin  of  such  list  opposite 
to  the  name  of  such  elector;  but  if  such  elector  be  sworn  or 
affirmed,  as  is  hereinafter  directed,  the  woitl,  sworn,  or  the  word 
affirmed  shall  be  also  written  thereon. 

(Section  XVIII.  P.L.)  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen 
whether  young  men  within  this  state,  who  on  the  first  day  of 
October  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy  nine,  when  an  act  of  General  Assembly 
was  passed,  entitled  "A  further  supplement  to  the  test  laws 
of  this  state.'-^  were  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  [who  have 
since  attained]  and  who  shall  hereafter  attain,  to  their  full 
age,  can  be  admitted  to  vote  at  elections,  if  they  be  otherwise 
qualified. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XIX.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  declared 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  young  men  respect- 
ively who  are  or  shall  be  otherwise  qualified  according  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  are  and  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  general  elections,  and  to  every  privilege 
of  the  qualified  freemen  of  this  state,  upon  taking  and  sub- 
scribing the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  pre- 
scribed to  be  taken  by  an  act  of  assembly  entitled  "An  Act  oblig- 
ing the  male  white  inhabitants  of  this  state  to  give  assurances 
of  allegiance  to  the  same,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned,""^ passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven:  Pro- 
vided, that  at  the  time  of  election  they  severally  produce  to 
the  proper  inspector  the  certificate  of  taking  and  subscribing 
the  same  oath  or  affirmation  which  is  directed  in  and  by  the 
act  last  aforesaid. 

(Section  XX.  P.L.)  And  whereas  it  is  provided  by  the  bill 
of  rights,  that  to  entitle  any  freeman  to  vote  in  the  election  of 

2  Chapter  852. 
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this  commonwealth,  he  should  have  a  sufficient  evident  interest 
with  and  attachment  to  the  community;  and  civil  tests  in  proper 
cases  are  not  only  necessary  for  the  public  safety  but  are 
allowed  of  by  the  constitution  of  this  state,  which  forbids  any 
other  religious  test  than  that  contained  in  the  tenth  section  of 
the  frame  of  government;  and  it  is  requisite  that  the  test  laws 
heretofore  passed  in  this  state  should  be  carefully  regarded  in 
all  elections  under  this  act: 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XXI.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  male  white  inhabitant  of 
this  state,  although  he  be  otherwise  qualified,  (other  than  per- 
sons, who  have  served  in  a  military  capacity  as  hereinafter  is 
set  forth,)  who  was  resident  in  this  state  on  the  fii-st  day  of 
October  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  was  then  above  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  under 
this  act,  who  hath  not  taken  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  alle- 
giance and  abjuration,  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  act  of 
assembly  entitled,  "An  act  obliging  the  male  white  inhabitants 
of  this  state  to  give  assurances  of  allegiance  to  the  same,  and 
for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,--^  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  June  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight;  or 
who  did  not  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  prescribed  and  di- 
rected to  be  taken  by  an  act  of  assembly  passed  on  the  fifth  day 
of  December  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight; 
within  the  time  limited  by  an  act  entitled,  "A  further  supple- 
ment to  the  test  laws  of  this  state,"*  passed  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine;  nor  un- 
less he  produces  a  proper  certificate  to  the  inspector  of  his  town- 
ship, district,  or  ward  of  his  having  taken  the  same  oath  or 
affirmation  accordingly;  or  if  his  certificate  thereof  be  lost,  un- 
less he  make  oath  or  offimiation  of  his  having  taken  the  same 
as  aforesaid,  which  last  mentioned  oath  or  affirmation  such 
inspector  or  any  judge  of  the  election  may  administer.  And  no 
man  who  hath  removed  to  this  state  from  some  other  of  the 
United  States  of  America  since  the  first  day  of  October  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  although  he  have 

4  Ante. 
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brought  with  him  an  authentic  certificate  of  his  taking  an 
oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  state  from  which  he 
removed,  nor  any  stranger  from  foreign  parts  who  has  come 
into  this  state,  although  he  have  resided  therein  one  full  year, 
nor  any  person  who  in  the  line  or  as  a  staff  officer  or  soldier  in 
the  armies  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  who  has  served 
this  state  in  a  military  capacity  before  the  said  first  day  of 
October,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  such  election  unless 
he  produce  to  the  proper  inspector  an  authentic  certificate  of 
his  having  taken  one  of  the  oaths  mentioned  and  required  in 
and  by  the  acts  afore  recited,  obliging  the  inhabitants  of  this 
state  to  give  assurances  of  allegiance  to  the  same. 

(Section  XXII.  P.L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  every  free- 
man of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Washington  and  Fayette, 
who  shall  be  otherwise  qualified  to  vote  at  any  election  regu- 
lated by  this  act  and  who  shall  have  taken  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance and  fidelity  to  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia  when  such 
freeman  was  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same,  upon  pro- 
ducing a  certified  copy  or  certificate  thereof,  or  if  the  same  be 
mislaid  or  lost,  swearing  or  affii-ming  in  the  presence  of  the 
inspector  of  the  proper  township  or  judge  of  election  that  he 
hath  taken  such  oath  or  affirmation,  shall  be  admitted  to  vote 
as  a  qualified  freeman  of  this  commonwealth. 

(Section  XVI.  P.L.)  (Section  XXIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  person  who  shall 
refuse  to  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  in  case  he  be 
required  to  take  the  same  by  an  inspector  or  judge  of  election 
or  in  case  the  same  be  demanded  by  any  two  freeholders  shall 
be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  election  to  be  holden  under  this 
act;  and  the  same  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  to  the  following 
effect;  "that  such  person  is  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  and 
a  freeman  resident  within  this  state  for  the  space  of  one  whole, 
year  and  that  he  hath  paid  public  taxes  within  that  time;  (or 
that  such  person  is  the  son  of  a  freeholder  who  payeth  taxes,") 
And  any  person  who  shall  openly  attest  accordingly  (if  he  be 
qualified  to  vote  under  the  test  laws  of  this  state  and  shall  make 
the  same  to  appear  as  hereinbefore  directed)  shall  be  admitted 
to  vote  at  the  proper  place  of  election  under  this  act  unless  he 
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have  forfeited  his  privileges  of  voting  at  elections  under  this 
act  by  his  misbehavior  as  herein  after  declared. 

[Section  XVIL]  (Section  XXIV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  as  soon  as  any  election 
to  be  holden  as  aforesaid  shall  be  finished  and  the  persons 
who  shall  be  highest  in  vote  declared,  the  judges  of  such 'elec- 
tion, in  case  the  county  be  divided  into  districts  as  aforesaid, 
shall  make  out,  under  their  hands  and  seals  a  fair  state  and 
certificate  of  the  number  of  votes  which  shall  have  been  then 
and  there  given  for  each  candidate  or  person  voted  for,  dis- 
tinguishing the  stations  and  oflSces  for  which  such  election  was 
holden,  which  numbers  shall  be  expressed  in  words  at  length 
and  not  in  figures  only;  and  one  or  more  of  the  judges  of  the 
district  shall  take  charge  of  such  certificate  and  within  two 
days  after  produce  the  same  in  a  meeting  6f  all  the  judges  of 
the  county  or  of  one  judge  from  each  district  within  the  same 
county  at  the  court-house  of  the  county,  and  the  judges  of  the 
several  districts  of  the  county,  so  met,  shall  add  together  the 
number  of  votes  which  shall  appear  to  be  given  to  any  person 
and  persons  throughout  the  same,  and  shall  publish  and  declare 
the  persons  who  shall  thereupon  be  found  to  be  highest  in 
vote  and  elected  as  representatives,  counsellor,  or  officers  of 
the  county.  And  the  same  judges  so  met  at  the  county  court- 
house as  aforesaid  shall  within  the  space  of  three  days  next 
after  the  day  of  election  maJte  due  return  by  duplicated  certifi- 
cates under  their  hands  and  seals  to  the  general  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth,  of  the  election  of  representatives;  and  to 
the  supreme  executive  council,  of  the  other  officers  who  shall 
be  chosen  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  lodge  the  same  with  the  pro- 
thonotary  of  the  proper  county  in  order  that  one  of  each  of  the 
said  certificates  may  be  transmitted  without  delay  to  the  sec- 
retary of  the  supreme  executive  council,  and  the  other  certifi- 
cate of  the  election  of  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  the 
county  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
to  be  laid  before  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  at  their 
[next]  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  who  shall  order 
the  same  to  be  recorded  as  the  law  directs.  And  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  and  in  such  counties  wherein  the  said  elections 
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shall  be  holden  for  all  the  townships  therein  at  one  place  the 
said  elections  shall  be  carried  on  and  conducted  and  the  return 
thereof  made  without  delay  in  like  manner  as  is  hereinbefore 
directed,  as  nearly  as  the  different  circumstances  thereof  shall 
permit,  and  when  a  writ  for  any  occasional  election  shall  be 
issued  by  the  speaker  of  the  general  assembly,  by  the  order  of 
the  house  or  by  the  president  [or  vice-president]  in  council, 
the  sheriff  or  other  person  to  whom  such  writ  may  be  directed 
shall  forthwith  give  due  and  public  notice  thereof  thf^ughout 
the  county  eight  days  before  the  holding  such  election,  and  shall 
send  a  copy  thereof  to  each  of  the  judges  of  the  county  or  to 
one  of  the  judges  of  each  district  therein  in  case  such  county  be 
divided  for  the  purpose  of  election,  and  such  election  shall  be 
holden  and  conducted  in  the  like  manner  as  aforesaid  and  the 
judges  and  inspectors  chosen  for  and  before  the  next  preceding 
general  election  shall  attend  at  and  serve  as  such  respectively 
at  such  occasional  elections,  and  such  election  shall  be  holden 
within  fifteen  days  after  the  said  writ  shall  be  received  by  the 
Sheriff  or  other  person  to  whom  it  shall  be  directed. 

[Section  XVIII.]  (Section  XXV.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  the  judges  of  the  elections  who  shall 
meet  at  their  respective  court-house  or  other  place  appointed 
by  law  to  compare  the  several  lists  and  certificates  and  to  cast 
up  the  number  of  votes  for  each  candidate,  shall  give  notice 
of  their  being  so  chosen  to  each  member  of  assembly  and 
executive  council  who  shall  be  elected  and  reside  in  their  re- 
spective district  within  four  days  next  after  the  said  meeting 
of  the  said  judges. 

(Section  XXVI.  P.L.)  And  whereas  the  freedom  and  security 
of  election  is  of  thje  utmost  importance  to  the  public  welfare: 

And  whereas  it  is  directed  and  established  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  this  commonwealth  that  all  elections,  whether  by  the 
people  or  in  the  general  assembly,  shall  be  by  ballot,  free  and 
voluntary,  and  that  any  elector  who  shall  receive  any  gift  or 
reward  for  his  vote,  in  meat,  drink,  moneys,  or  otherwise,  shall 
forfeit  his  right  to  elect  for  that  time,  and  suffer  such  other 
penalty  as  the  future  laws  shall  direct;  and  that  any  person 
who  shall  directly  or  indirectly,  give,  promise  or  bestow  any 
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such  reward,  to  be  elected,  shall  be  thereby  rendered  incapable 
to  serve  for  the  ensuing  year:  And  whereas  proper  and  ade- 
quate punishments  ought  to  be  provided  and  declared  for  effec- 
tually restraining  and  correcting  the  aforesaid  offences: 

[Section  XIX.]  (Section  XXVII.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  be  made  appear  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  proper  court,  that  at  any  election  to  be 
holden  under  this  act  any  intimidation,  threats,  force  or  vio- 
lence, hath  been  used  or  practised,  with  design  to  influence 
unduly  or  to  overawe  such  election,  or  to  restrain  the  freedom 
of  choice,  every  person  who  shall  be  guilty  of  such  intimidation, 
threats,  force  or  violence,  being  convicted  thereof  by  the  ver- 
dict of  a  jury,  shall  be  fined  and  imprisoned  for  the  same  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court.  And  the  further  penalty  directed  slb 
aforesaid  by  the  constitution  on  the  person  who  shall  receive 
any  gift  or  reward  for  his  vote  at  any  election  shall  be  such 
fine  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds  and  such  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  the  term  of  six  months,  as  the  court  of  the  proper 
county  wherein  such  offence  shall  be  convicted,  shall  upon  the 
due  consideration  of  the  case  think  proper  to  award  against 
him,  and  any  preson  who  shall  bribe  as  aforesaid  or  who  shall 
promise  or  attempt  either  directly  or  indirectly  to  give  or  be- 
stow any  reward  as  aforesaid  in  order  to  procure  any  i)erson  to 
be  elected,  shall  upon  conviction  thereof  in  the  proper  county 
be  liable  to  fine  and  imprisonment  at  the  discretion  of  the  court 
before  whom  such  conviction  shall  be  had. 

[Section  XX.]  (Section  XXVIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
declared  and  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
president  or  vice-president,  with  the  Ck)uncil  are  and  shall  be 
competent  judges  of  the  election  of  every  person  who  shall  be 
returned  to  serve  as  sheriff  or  coroner;  and  for  that  purpose 
the  president  or  vice-president  with  the  (Council  may  send  for 
papers,  persons  and  records  and  may  summon  witnesses  to  aj)- 
pear  before  them  and  may  compel  their  appearance  accordingly; 
and  may  examine  such  witnesses  upon  oath  or  aflSrmation  re- 
spectively; or  at  their  discretion  may  direct  the  examination  of 
such  witnesses  who  dwell  forty  miles  or  more  from  the  seat 
of  government  to  be  taken  in  writing  by  commissioners^  pro- 
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vided  opportunity  be  given  to  the  parties  interested  to  be  pres- 
ent and  to  examine,  and  cross  examine  the  said  witnesses. 

[Section  XXI.]  (Section  XXIX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  in  taking 
any  oath  or  affirmation  required  by  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of 
wilfully  and  corruptly  making  a  false  oath  or  affirmation,  or 
if  any  person  shall  suborn  any  other  person  to  make  any  such 
false  oath  or  affirmation,  and  be  convicted  thereof  by  a  jury  of 
the  proper  county,  every  such  person  so  offending  as  aforesaid 
shall  suffer  such  penalties  and  disabilities  as  are  incurred  on 
conviction  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  or  subornation  of 
perjury  respectively;  and  if  any  person  shall  knowingly  pub- 
lish, utter  or  make  use  of  false  or  forged  certificate  required 
by  this  act  or  by  the  test  laws  with  intent  to  impose  the  same 
upon  or  to  deceive  any  judge  or  inspector  at  any  election,  such 
person  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  cheat  and  shall  be  proceeded 
against  and  suffer  as  such. 

[Section  XXII.]  (Section  XXX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  commissioners  of 
the  proper  county  shall  out  of  the  county  stock  provide  suffi- 
cient and  suitable  boxes  for  depositing  the  tickets  taken  in  by 
the  inspectors  of  the  several  districts  as  aforesaid;  and  after 
the  election  shall  be  finished  the  same  boxes  shall  be  given  in 
charge  to  some  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  neighborhood  to  be 
kept  till  the  next  election. 

(Section  XXXI.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  that  the  representatives 
of  the  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  and  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  judge  of  the  merits 
of  any  election  of  their  members,  respectively,  which  may  be 
controverted. 

[Section  XXIII.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  as  soon  as  any  such  election  shall  be  finished,  the  tickets, 
list  of  taxables,  poll  lists  and  tally  papers  shall  be  all  carefully 
collected  and  deposited  in  one  or  more  of  the  boxes  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned,  and  the  box  or  boxes  being  closely  bound  around 
with  tape  shall  be  sealed  by  two  or  more  of  the  judges  of  elec- 
tion and  two  or  more  of  the  inspectors,  and  shall  be  kept  by 
some  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  to  answer  if  need  be 
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the  call  of  the  speaker  of  the  assembly  or  of  the  president  or 
vice-president  in  council.  And  if  any  judge  of  election,  in- 
spector, clerk  or  other  person  shall  deface,  alter  or  embezzle 
any  of  the  same  tickets,  lists  or  tally  papers,  such  person  so 
offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  fifty  pounds  for  every  such 
offence  to  the  person  who  shall  within  the  space  of  six  months 
thereafter  sue  for  the  same  by  action  of  debt  in  any  court  of 
record. 

[Section  XXIV.]  (Section  XXXII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  at  the  time  and  place 
of  election  and  before  the  i)oll  be  begun  one  of  the  judges  of 
election  of  the  county  or  district  (if  no  justice  of  the  peace  be 
present  to  officiate  therein)  shall  openly  and  publicly  administer 
the  oaths  or  affirmations  hereinafter  directed  in  the  manner 
which  is  directed  by  law  in  other  cases>  to  the  other  judges 
inspectors  and  clerks  of  such  election,  respectively;  and  the 
oath  or  affirmation  of  a  judge  shall  be  as  foUoweth:  "I,  A.  B. 
do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  duly  attend  the  ensuing  election 
throughout  the  continuance  of  the  same  and  that  I  will  truly 
and  faithfully  assist  the  other  judges  and  inspectors  thereof 
according  to  my  best  ability  according  to  law;  and  that  I  will 
endeavor  to  prevent  all  fraud,  deceit  and  abuse  in  the  carry- 
ing on  of  the  same  and  that  I  will  make  due  return  of  the  same."         / 

And  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  said  inspectors  shall  be 
as  followeth; 

^%  A.  B.  do  swear  (or  sincerely  and  truly  declare  and  affirm) 
that  I  will  duly  attend  the  ensuing  election,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  same,  as  one  of  the  inspectors  thereof,  and  that 
I  will  truly  and  faithfully  perform  my  duty  therein  to  the  best 
of  my  abilities,  and  that  I  will  not  receive  any  ticket  or  vote 
from  any  elector  who  shall  offer  the  same  until  he  produce  a 
certificate  or  other  sufficient  proof  of  his  having  taken  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  this  commonwealth  agreeably  to  the  directions 
of  the  act  of  assembly  entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  the  gen- 
eral elections  of  this  commonwealth  and  to  prevent  frauds 
therein,"  according  to  law,  and  that  I  will  endeavor  to  prevent 
all  fraud,  deceit  and  abuse  whatever  of  electors  or  others  in 
carrying  on  the  same." 
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And  the  oath  or  aflSrination  of  each  of  the  clerks,  who  shall 
be  employed  at  such  election  shall  be  as  f olloweth : 

"I,  A.  B.  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  impartially  and 
truly  to  the  best  of  my  ability  write  down  the  name  of  each 
elector  who  shall  poll  at  the  ensuing  election  which  shall  be 
given  to  me  in  charge  and  also  the  name  of  the  town,  township, 
ward  or  district  wherein  such  elector  shall  reside,  and  that  I 
will  carefully  and  faithfully  mark  down  the  number  of  votes 
(whilst  I  shall  be  therein  employed)  that  shall  be  given  for  each 
candidate  at  the  election  as  often  as  his  name  shall  be  read 
unto  me  by  the  judges  of  this  election."  And  as  soon  as  the 
judges,  inspectors  and  clerks  shall  be  severally  sworn  or 
affirmed  as  aforesaid  the  judge  of  such  election  administering 
said  oaths  or  affirmations  shall  take  the  like  oath  or  affirma- 
tion as  the  other  judges  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  or  if 
none  such  be  present  before  the  other  judges  or  one  of  them;  and 
the  said  clerks  shall  make  out  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  judges, 
inspectors  and  clerks  who  shall  be  then  and  there  assembled 
and  who  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  as  aforesaid  and  shall 
note  thereon  over  against  each  of  the  same  names  that  the  per- 
son thereby  denoted  hath  been  so  sworn  or  affirmed,  and  the 
same  list,  subscribed  by  two  of  the  judges  of  the  same  elec- 
tion, shall  be  delivered  into  the  charge  of  one  of  the  nearest 
justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county. 

[Section  XXV.]  (Section  XXXIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  althority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  judge  of  election, 
inspector  or  clerk,  acting  under  this  act,  shall  be  duly  con- 
victed of  any  wilful  fraud  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  en- 
joined upon  or  required  of  him  by  this  act,  he  shall  forfeit 
one  hundred  pounds  and  shall  be  therefor  forever  disabled  from 
holding  any  office  or  station  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  in  this 
commonwealth,  and  such  person  shall  be  moreover  disabled  for 
life  to  elect  or  give  his  vote  at  any  general  election  or  any  other 
election,  whatever,  to  be  holden  within  this  state.  And  if  any 
judge  of  election,  inspector,  clerk,  constable,  or  overseer  of 
the  poor  at  any  of  the  elections  directed  and  regulated  by  this 
act,  shall  take  upon  himself  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him 
and  shall  afterwards  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  and  perform  the 
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same  in  the  manner  required  by  this  act,  or  shall  afterwards  wil- 
fully misbehave  in  the  doing  thereof,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
fifty  pounds  for  every  such  offence;  and  every  specific  fine  and 
forfeiture  by  this  act  declared  and  imposed  on  any  person  (not 
otherwise  directed)  who  shall  become  liable  to  the  same,  shall 
be  recovei"^  by  actions  of  debt  founded  on  this  act,  to  any 
I)erson  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  in  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  county  or  in  the  supreme  court,  or  by  information  or 
indictment  to  the  use  of  the  informer  or  prosecutor;  [but]  if 
the  same  fine  and  forfeiture  exceeds  not  ten  pounds,  then  the 
same  shall  be  recovered  to  like  use  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  in  a  summary  way  as  small  debts  are  or 
shall  be  recoverable,  but  in  case  the  fine  or  forfeiture  be  unfixed, 
the  same  shall  be  recovered  by  indictment  and  on  every  re- 
covery as  aforesaid  the  plaintiff,  informer  or  prosecutor  shall 
recover  his  costs  as  in  other  cases  wherein  costs  are  recover- 
able. 

(Section  XXXIV.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  all  suits  and 
prosecutions  against  any  person  by  virtue  of  this  act  be  brought 
within  the  proper  county  [and  within]  six  months  next  after 
the  cause  of  such  suit  or  prosecution  shall  accrue  and  not  other- 
wise. 

[Section  XXVI.]  (Section  XXXV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  judges,  inspectors 
and  clerks,  whilst  employed  in  the  duties  required  of  them  by 
this  act  shall  respectively  receive,  for  their  expenses  and  ser- 
vices the  sum  of  eight  shillings  and  four  pence  per  diem,  and 
no  more,  to  be  paid  by  the  county  treasurer  of  the  proper  county 
out  of  the  county  rates  and  levies  on  orders  to  be  drawn  for  the 
same  [by  the  commissioners]  of  the  respective  county. 

[Section  XXVII.]  (Section  XXXVI.  P.L.)  An  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  two  acts  of  gen- 
eral assembly  passed  in  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  five,  one 
of  which  is  entitled,  "An  act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  the 
members  of  assembly  and  to  regulate  the  elections^^'^  and  the 
other  of  the  said  acts,  is  entitled,  "An  act  for  regulating  elec- 
,  spassed  January  12,  1706-6,  Chapter  137. 

4— XII 
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tions  of  sheriffs  and  coroners,"*  and  one  other  act  of  general 
assembly  of  the  said  province  entitled,  "An  act  for  amending 
the  several  acts  for  electing  members  of  assembly,"^  passed  on 
the  first  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-five,  and  one  other  act  of  general  as- 
sembly, entitled,  "An  Act  directing  the  choice  of  inspectors 
and  for  holding  the  general  elections  in  this  province,"*  passed 
in  the  said  province  on  the  eighth  day  of  February  in  the  year 
of  OTlr  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and  also 
an  act  of  general  assembly  of  the  said  province  for  making  the 
act  last  mentioned  perpetual,  passed  on  the  twenty-sixth  day 
of  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-three,'  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed 
and  made  void. 

[Section  XXVIIL]  (Section  XXXVII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act  of  general 
assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  entitled,  "A  supplement  to  the 
act,  entitled,  "An  act  for  amending  the  several  acts  for  elect- 
ing members  of  assembly,"^°  and  also  every  of  the  acts  of 
assembly  for  setting  off,  declaring  and  erecting  new  counties  so 
far  as  the  acts  concerning  new  counties  shall  be  supplied  by 
or  shall  contradict  this  act,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed  and  made  void. 

(Section  XXXVIII.  P.L.)  Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  suit 
or  prosecution  now  depending  or  that  may  be  brought  for  any 
offence  against  the  said  acts  of  general  assembly  or  any  of  them 
which  are  hereby  repealed  shall  be  discontinued,  obstructed  or 
delayed  thereby,  but  the  same  shall  be  prosecuted  to  like  effect 
as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

[Section  XXIX.]  (Section  XXXIX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  election  of  wardens 
and  commissioners  for  paving  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia shall  be  conducted  in  like  manner  as  the  elections  to 

6  Passed  Jan.  12,  1705-6,  Chapter  161. 

7  Chapter  364. 

8  Chapter  537. 

9  Chapter  683. 

10  Passed  June  14,  1777,  Chapter  57. 
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be  holden  for  representatives  in  assembly  for  the  same  city 
are  to  be  conducted  by  virtue  of  this  act  and  not  otherwise. 

(Section  XL.  P.L.)  And  whereas  difficulties  have  arisen  upon 
reason  of  complaint  of  undue  elections  or  undue  return  of  mem- 
bers of  general  assembly  and  of  the  supreme  executive  council 
concerning  the  payment  of  the  costs  and  charges  thereupon  aris- 
ing, and  no  provision  by  law  hath  been  heretofore  made  for 
the  same: 

For  remedy  whereof, 

[Section  XXX.]  (Section  XLI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  occasion  of  any  complaint  which 
shall  hereafter  be  made  to  the  general  assembly  or  to  the  execu- 
tive council  respectively  of  any  undue  election  or  of  any  undue 
return  of  the  election  of  representatives,  or  of  a  representative 
to  sit  in  the  general  assembly  or  of  a  counsellor,  that  the  costs 
and  charges  which  ujwn  such  occasions  shall  be  incurred  by 
summoning  and  compelling  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and 
the  allowances  to  witnesses  who  shall  attend  to  support  such 
complaint  and  to  support  such  election  or  return,  shall  be 
charged  upon  and  bom  by  the  county  wherein  such  election 
was  held,  and  the  costs  and  charges  and  the  allowances  so 
to  be  made  as  aforesaid  being  the  same  which  are  legally  made 
in  the  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  county,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  commissioners  of  the  proper  county  out  of  the  county 
rate  upon  a  certificate  thereof  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the 
speaker  of  the  general  assembly,  by  order  of  the  house,  or  by 
the  president  or  in  his  absence  the  vice-president  in  council 
respectively. 

(Section  XLII.  P.L.)  Provided  always.  That  no  county  be 
subjected  to  any  costs,  charges  nor  allowances  as  aforesaid 
unless  fifty  at  the  least  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  proper 
county  or  city  shall  join  in  making  such  complaint,  or  in  case 
the  witnesses  who  shall  be  summoned  as  aforesaid  shall  not 
give  testimony  material  to  the  subject  of  complaint,  but  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  make  such  complaint  shall,  in 
every  such  case  personally  and  severally  be  answerable  for 
such  costs  charges  and  allowances. 

[Section  XXXL]    (Section  XLIII.  P.L.)   And  be  it  further 
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enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  [the  freemen  of]  that 
part  of  the  township  of  Upper  Paxton  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  Peter's  Mountain  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  place 
appointed  for  the  freemen  of  [the]  township  of  Lower  Paxton. 
[Section  XXXII.]  (Section  XLIV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  judges  of  every  general  or  particular  election  to  be  holden 
for  representatives  or  a  i-epresentative  in  the  general  assembly 
or  for  a  counsellor,  respectively,  to  have  this  act  deliberately  and 
audibly  read,  after  the  judges,  inspectors  and  clerks  thereof 
be  severally  sworn  or  affirmed,  and  in  the  hearing  of  the  same 
judges,  inspectors  and  clerks,  and  before  the  election  be  opened, 
in  order  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  may  be  known  and  duly 
attended  to  in  conducting  and  carrying  on  the  said  election. 

Passed  September  13,  1785.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  5,  etc 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  September  19,  1786,  Chapter 
1242;  September  10,  1787,  Chapter  1301;  September  13,  1787,  Chapter 
1307;  September  27.  1788,  Chapter  1362;  January  13,  1794,  Chapter 
1707;  March  31,  1796,  Chapter  1819;  March  21,  1797,  Chapter  1933; 
February  15, 1799,  Chapter  2020;  March  1, 1800,  Chapter  2110;  March 
7,  1800,  Chapter  2122. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  APPOINT  TRUSTEES  TO  PURCHASE  A  PIECE  OF  LAND 
WITHIN  DESCRIBED  BOUNDS  AND  THEREON  TO  ERECT  A  COURT- 
HOUSE AND  PRISON  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  WESTMORE- 
LAND. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  county 
of  Westmoreland  hath  not  heretofore  been  established  by  law, 
for  want  of  which  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  labor  under 
great  inconveniences; 

For  remedy  whereof. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
Benjamin  Davis,  Michael  Kough,  John  Shields,  John  Pomeroy, 
and  Hugh.  Martin,  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  or  any  three 
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of  them,  to  purchase  and  take  assurance,  in  the  name  of  the 
commonwealth  of  a  piece  of  land,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Westmoreland  county:  Provided  said  piece  of  land 
be  not  situate  further  east  than  the  nine-mile  run  nor  further 
west  than  Brushy  run,  further  north  than  Loyalhanna  nor  fur- 
ther south  than  five  miles  south  of  old  Pennsylvania  road  lead- 
ing to  Pittsburgh,  on  which  piece  of  ground  said  commission- 
ers shall  erect  a  court-house  and  prison  sufficient  to  accommo- 
date the  public  service  of  the  said  county. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  for  defraying  the  charges  of 
purchasing  the  land  and  building  and  erecting  the  court-house 
and  prison  aforesaid  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
commissioners  of  the  said  county  to  assess  and  levy  and  they 
are  hereby  required  to  assess  and  levy  so  much  money  as  the 
said  trustees  or  any  three  of  them  shall  judge  necessary  for 
purchasing  the  said  lands  and  finishing  the  said  court-house  and 
prison:  Provided  that  the  sum  of  money  so  to  be  raised  does  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  current  money  of  this 
state. 

[Section  111.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  act  of  general  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth,  entitled  ^*A  supplement  to  an  act  for  erecting 
a  part  of  the  county  of  Bedford  into  a  separate  county,"^  shall 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

Passed  September  13,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  22,  etc. 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  December  27,  1786,  Chapter  1257. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXVII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  IMMEDIATE  SALE  OF  THE  LOT  OF  GROUND  IN  THE 
CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA  WHEREON  THE  OLD  GAOL  AND  WORK 
HOUSE  LATELY  STOOD. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  was  enacted  in  and  by  an  act 
of  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act 
for  erecting  part  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia  into  a  separate 

1  Passed  March  22,  1784.    Chapter  1080. 
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county,"^  passed  the  tenth,  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  that  such 
part  of  the  money  which  should  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  old 
prison  and  work-house  and  lot  of  ground  thereunto  belonging 
situate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  as  directed  by  an  act  of  gen- 
eral assembly  of  this  commonwealth  to  be  sold  for  the  use 
of  the  city  and  county  aforesaid,  be  apportioned  for  the  defray- 
ing of  the  charges  of  purchasing  a  lot  of  ground  and  building 
or  erecting  a  court  house  and  prison  thereon  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery  in  the  ratio  or  proportion  of  taxes  as  paid  between 
the  said  county  of  Montgomery  and  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia: 

And  whereas  in  and  by  another  act  of  general  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  the  personal  estate 
of  the  late  corporation  of  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  in  the  wardens  of  the  said  city  and  to 
direct  the  immediate  sale  of  the  old  gaol  and  work-house  of 
the  county  of  Philadelphia  and  to  appropriate  the  said  personal 
estate  and  a  part  of  the  moneys  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  the 
said  gaol  and  work-house  to  the  building  of  two  court-houses, 
one  for  the  said  city,  the  other  for  the  said  county,  on  the 
State-house  lot  in  the  said  city,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned"^  it  was  directed  that  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  Council  should  as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be  direct  the 
commissioners  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  to  sell 
by  public  auction  to  the  best  and  highest  bidder  the  old  gaol, 
work-house  and  lot  of  ground  aforesaid  upon  such  terms  of 
payment  as  they  should  see  convenient,  and  to  receive  the  con- 
sideration money  and  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  commissioners 
or  trustees  appointed  for  purchasing  a  lot  of  ground  and  for 
erecting  thereon  a  court-house  and  prison  in  the  said  county  of 
Montgomery  such  part  thereof  as  hath  been  apportioned  and 
appropriated  for  that  purpose  in  and  by  the  said  first  recited 
act  of  General  Assembly: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)    And  whereas  notwithstanding  the  pro- 

iChapter,  U08. 
^Passed  April  8,  1785. 
Chapter,  1165. 


1785]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  55 

visions  made  in  and  by  the  last  recited  act  of  Assembly  the 
lot  of  ground  whereon  the  aforesaid  old  gaol  and  work-house 
lately  stood  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  remains  yet  unsold 
and  the  said  Trustees  or  Commissioners  for  erecting  a  court- 
house and  prison  in  and  for  the  county  of  Montgomery,  relying 
on  the  speedy  sale  of  the  said  old  gaol,  work-house  and  lot  of 
ground  proceeded  to  purchase  materials  and  employ  artificers 
and  have  actually  erected  the  said  court-house  and  prison  in 
and  for  the  county  of  Montgomery  and  are  exceedingly  am- 
barrassed  and  disappointed  for  want  of  the  proportion  belong- 
ing to  the  county  of  Montgomery  'of  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  old  gaol,  work-house  and  lot  of  ground  aforesaid, 
as  no  money  can  be  collected  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  of  Montgomery  towards  the  erecting  their  public  build- 
ings aforesaid,  until  their  proportion  of  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  said  old  gaol,  work-house  and  lot  of  ground  is 
first  expended: 

Therefore, 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  expose  to  sale  and  sell  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
October  next  at  public  auction  to  the  best  and  highest  bidder 
the  lot  of  ground  whereon  the  late  old  gaol  and  work-house 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  stood,  containing  in  front  on  High 
Street  sixty-six  feet,  and  extending  southerly  on  the  west  side 
of  Third  street  two  hundred  and  forty  feet,  and  in  order  to 
effect  that  purpose  the  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  empow- 
ered and  required  to  subdivide  the  said  lot  into  convenient 
house  lots  and  to  accommodate  the  same  with  such  alleys  as 
they  shall  see  most  convenient  and  to  give  public  notice  of 
such  sale  in  the  English  and  German  newsjxapers  at  least  two 
weeks  before  the  said  day  of  sale. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  shall  and  they  are  hereby 
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required  to  cause  oue-fourth  part  of  the  purchase  money  of  the 
aforesaid  lots  of  ground  to  be  paid  unto  them  within  ten  days 
after  the  day  of  sale  and  shall  pay  the  same  within  three  days 
unto  the  hands  of  the  commissioners  or  trustees  for  erecting  the 
court-house  and  prison  in  the  said  county  of  Montgomery,  or 
at  least  such  part  thereof  as  taken  together  with  what  they 
have  already  received  will  amount  to  the  full  pro]>ortion  or 
share  which  was  apportioned  and  allotted  to  the  county  of 
Montgomei-y  in  and  by  the  first  recited  act  of  assembly  and  shall 
cause  the  residue  to  be  paid  unto  them,  in  such  payments  with 
interest  and  with  such  security  as  they  shall  see  fit,  and  to  be  by 
them  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia for  the  uses  and  purposes  for  which  the  same  is  appro- 
priated in  and  by  the  last  recited  act  of  assembly. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council,  upon  receiving  a  certificate  from  the  said  commis- 
sioners of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  that  the  whole 
consideration  money  for  said  lots  of  ground  is  either  paid  or 
secured  to  be  paid  agi-eeably  to  the  conditions  of  sale,  shall 
execute  deeds  under  the  great  seal  of  this  commonwealth,  vest- 
ing in  the  buyers  of  the  said  lots  or  any  part  thereof,  estates 
in  fee  simple,  subject  to  an  irredeemable  rent  of  an  acorn  per 
annum,  forever,  payable  if  demanded,  to  the  Commonwealth. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Commissioners  or 
Trustees  for  erecting  the  court  house  and  prison  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Montgomery,  shall  account  for  the  money  they  have 
received  by  virtue  of  the  last  recited  act  of  Assembly,  and  for 
what  they  shall  or  may  receive  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  the  same 
manner  as  expressed  and  set  forth  in  the  said  last  recited 
act. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enaxrted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  last  recited  act  of  assembly, 
so  far  as  it  empowers  the  president  of  vice-president  in  council 
to  direct  the  commissioners  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia to  sell  the  old  gaol  and  work-house  and  lot  of  ground 
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thereunto  belonging  situate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
no  further  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 
Passed  September  13,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  3,  ete. 


CHAPTEK  MCLXXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  AN  ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
INCORPORATE  THE  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  THE  BANK  OF  NORTH 
AMERICA;"  ALSO  ONE  OTHER  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  PRE- 
VENTING AND  PUNISHING  THE  COUNTERFEITING  OF  THE  COMMON 
SEAL,  BANK  BILLS  AND  BANK  NOTES  OF  THE  PRESIDENT,  DIREC- 
TORS AND  COMPANY  OF  THE  BANK  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,  AND  FOR 
OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED." 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  the  bank  established  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  hath  been  found  to  be  injurious  to  the  welfare 
of  this  State,  and  in  its  tendency  appears  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  public  safety,  ^ 

Therefore, 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  act  of  general  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth,  made  and  enacted  the  first  day  of  April 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the 
Bank  of  North  America,"^  and  every  matter,  clause  and  thing 
therein  contained  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  repealed  and  made 
utterly  void  and  of  none  effect. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  ALd  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  March  next  a  certain  other  act  of  assembly  made  and  enacted 
the  eighteenth  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  entitled  "An  act  for  pre- 
venting and  punishing  the  counterfeiting  of  the  common  seal, 
bank  bills  and  bank  notes  of  the  president,  directors  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  and  for  other  purposes 
1  Chapter  963. 
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therein  mentioned,"^  and  every  clause,  matter  and  thing  therwn 
contained  shall  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  from  thenceforth 
repealed,  annulled  and  made  utterly  void  and  of  none  effect. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  act  and 
acts,  matter  and  thing  acted,  done  and  performed  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  said  acts,  before  the  time  of  enacting  this  act, 
or  which  shall  or  may  be  acted,  done  and  performed  under  and 
by  virtue  of  the  said  act  herein  last  recited,  before  the  said 
first  day  of  March  next,  shall  be,  and  the  same  hereby,  is  rati- 
fied, confirmed  and  declared  to  be  valid  and  sufficient,  and  that 
the  several  actings  and  doings  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  and 
deemed  sufficient,  and  the  said  president,  directors  and  com- 
pany, shall  be  liable  to  any  suit  or  suits  therefor  and  any  other 
person  or  persons  shall  be  liable  to  be  sued  by  the  said  presi- 
dent, directors  and  company  for  any  notes  or  obligations  to 
them  given  within  the  time  herein  before  limited. 

Passed  Spptember  13, 1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  21. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  DECLARING  THE  ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY  WHICH  GIVE  THE 
AUTHORITY  OF  JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE  TO  THE  CHIEF  BURGESS 
OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LANCASTER  AND  TO  THE  BURGESSES  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  CARLISLE  AND  READING,  TO  BE  SO  FAR  CON- 
TRARY TO  THE  CONSTITUTION;  AND. TO  REPEAL  THE  SAME  ACTS 
so  FAR  AS  THEY  CONTRADICT  THE  CONSTITUTION.  '^ 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  is  directed  and  established  by 
the  thirtieth  section  of  the  frame  of  government,  being  the 
second  chapter  of  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth,  that 
"Justice  of  the  peace  shall  be  elected  by  the  freeholders  of 
each  city  and  county  respectively;  that  is  to  say,  two  or  more 
persons  may  be  chosen  for  each  ward,  township  and  district 
as  the  law  hereafter  shall  direct,  and  their  names  shall  be  re- 
turned to  the  president  and  council,  who  shall  commissionate 
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one  OP  more  of  them  for  each  ward,  district  and  township  so 
returning  for  seven  years,  removeable  for  misconduct  by  the 
general  assembly;  but  if  any  city,  county,  ward,  township  or 
district  in  this  commonwealth,  shall  h»eafter  incline  to  change 
the  manner  of  appointing  their  justices  of  the  peace  as  settled 
in  this  article,  the  general  assembly  may  make  laws  to  regulate 
the  same,  agreeable  to  a  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  the  city, 
county,  ward,  township  or  district,  so  applying." 

(Section  II.  P.L.)  And  whereas  from  the  words  of  the  consti- 
tution aboye  recited  it  is  manifest  that  no  justice  of  the  peace 
can  be  regularly  appointed  within  this  state  otherwise  than  on 
the  election  of  the  freeholders  of  the  district,  unless  the  said 
freeholders  or  a  majority  of  the  same  freeholders  shall  desire 
and  apply  for  another  manner  to  be  established  by  the  general 
assembly;  and  although  the  manner  of  appointing  justices  of 
the  peace  be  alterable  as  aforesaid,  yet  the  term  for  which  the 
said  justices  are  severally  to  hold  their  respective  oflfices  are 
[sic]  [is]*  fixed,  and  may  not  be  shortened  or  extended: 

(Section  III.  P.L.)  And  whereas,  notwithstanding  the  express 
words  of  the  constitution  above  recited,  an  act  of  assembly, 
entitled  "An  act  directing  the  modes  and  times  of  electing  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  of  tfie  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several 
and  respective  counties  of  this  commonwealth  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"^  was  enacted  on  the  fifth  day  of 
February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  Chester,  Bris- 
tol and  Lancaster  were  authorized  and  empowered  to  exercise 
the  right  of  electing  burgesses,  constables,  and  other  their  offi- 
cers, as  by  their  respective  charter  had  been  formerly  granted 
to  them: 

And  whereas,  by  the  charter  of  Chesty,  the  chief  burgess 
thereof  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  throughout  the  county  of 
Chester,  and  it  was  further  enacted  by  the  act  last  recited  that 
the  burgesses  of  Bristol  and  of  Lancaster  should  be  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Lancaster  respec- 
tively, and  that  the  same  burgesses  should  have  equal  power 
with  the  other  justices  of  the  peace  for  such  county. 
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And  whereas  the  same  was  not  done  upon  the  deeire  nor 
application  of  the  majority  of  the  freeholders  of  the  same  places 
respectively,  authorizing  such  departure  from  the  constitution. 

And  whereas  the  same  act  was  repealed  on  the  first  day  of 
April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four  by  an  act  of  General  Assembly,  entitled  "An  act 
to  remedy  the  defects  of  the  several  acts  of  assembly  hereto- 
fore made  for  regulating  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace 
throughout  this  state  and  to  establish  a  permanent  mode  for 
holding  such  elections  and  to  authorize  the  justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  hold  the  court  of  record  of  the 
same  city,"^  by  which  repeal  the  powers  and  authorities  so 
given  as  aforesaid  by  the  act  first  herein  before  recited  became 
null  and  void. 

(Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  whereas  in  and  by  another  act  of 
general  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  to  re-establish  the  ancient 
corporation  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Lancaster  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,"^  passed  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  June  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  the  chief  burgess  of 
the  said  borough  is  supposed  to  be  and  is  considei'ed  as  one  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Lancaster. 

(Section  V.  P.L.)  And  whereas  by  two  other  acts  of  general 
assembly  passed  in  the  years  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-two  and  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three  for  incorporating  the  towns  of  Carlisle  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland*  and  Beading  in  the  county  of  Berks^' 
the  burgesses  of  Carlisle  and  Beading  respectively  are  by  the 
acts  last  aforesaid  enabled  to  keep  the  peace  and  to  act  and 
proceed  as  justices  of  the  peace  as  fully  as  the  justices  of 
the  proper  county  may  or  can  lawfully  do;  and  although  the 
general  assembly  be  authorized  by  the  ninth  section  of  the 
frame  of  government  to  grant  incorporations  and  to  constitute 
towns,  boroughs,  cities  ad  counties,  yet  the  same  authority 
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must  be  exercised  consistently  with  the  other  parts  of  the  con- 
crtitution. 

And  whereas  the  said  burgesses  of  Lancaster,  Carlisle  and 
Beading  do  hold  their  offices  for  one  year  only,  and  it  would 
greatly  deprave  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  if  elective 
magistrates  of  such  short  continuance  in  office  were  permitted 
to  exercise  the  important  powers,  authorities  and  jurisdictions 
to  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  belonging: 

Wherefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  acts  of  general 
assembly  aforesaid  and  every  of  them  so  far  as  they  declare 
that  the  chief  burgess  of  Lancaster  and  the  burgesses  of  Car- 
lisle and  Beading  to  be  justices  of  the  peace  [so  far  as  they  ena- 
ble the  said  burgesses  to  act  as  justices  of  the]  peace  (the  same 
being  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  this  common- 
wealth) shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  rei)ealed,  annulled  and 
made  void. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid 
for  re-establishing  the  corporation  of  the  burgesses  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  borough  of  Lancaster,  the  president  or  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  supreme  executive  council  alone  was  enabled  to 
nominate  and  appoint  the  burgesses  and  other  officers  of  the 
said  corporation  in  case  the  inhabitants  thei-eof  should  fail  to 
hold  their  annual  elections  and  choose  their  said  officers,  and 
the  same  authority  is  contrary  to  the  twentieth  section  of  the 
frame  of  government  which  has  assigned  to  the  president  or 
vice-president  with  the  council  the  power  of  supplying  every 
vacancy  in  any  office: 

Therefore: 

[Section  IL]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  vacancies  which  shall  happen 
as  aforesaid  in  the  corporation  of  Lancaster  shall  be  supplied 
by  the  president  or  vice-president  with  the  council  accordingly 
as  the  constitution  has  directed  and  not  otherwise. 

Passed  September  13, 1785.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  3,  p.  19,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MCLXXX. 


AN  ACT  TO  COMPEL  THE  SPEEDY  SETTLEMENT  AND  THE  PAYING  OR 
SECURING  OF  THE  DEBTS  DUE  TO  THIS  STATE  FOR  LANDS  HELD 
BY  LOCATION  OR  OTHER  OFFICE  RIGHT  OBTAINED  BEFORE  THE 
TENTH  DAY  OF  DECEMBER  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND 
SEVENTY-SIX  AND  YET  REMAINING  UNPATENTED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  general 
aBsembly  of  this  commonwealth  passed  the  seventh  day  of  April 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  entitled  "An  act 
for  emitting  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  bills 
of  credit  for  the  support  of  the  army  and  for  establishing  a  fund 
for  the  redemption  of  the  same  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned,"^  it  was  enacted  and  declared  that  together  with  the 
guarantee  of  the  honor  and  faith  of  Pennsylvania  which  was 
thereby  given,  so  much  as  should  be  sufficient  of  the  arrearages 
and  sums  of  money  due  to  this  state  for  lands  theretofore 
granted  or  claimed  by  virtue  of  warrants,  locations,  surveys, 
or  any  other  title,  that  might  be  deemed  good  and  valid  accord- 
ing to  the  law,  custom  or  usage  in  force  under  the  late  govern- 
ment, should  be  and  thereby  was  pledged  and  declared  to  be  a 
fund  out  of  which  the  bills  of  credit  aforesaid  should  be  re- 
deemed and  cancelled  within  the  term  of  five  years  from  the 
passing  of  the  said  act;  that  is  to  say  the  one-fifth  thereof  yearly 
and  every  year  until  the  whole  should  be  redeemed  and  can- 
celled as  aforesaid: 

(Section  II,  P.  L.)  And  whereas  in  and  by  one  other  act  of 
the  general  assembly  passed  the  ninth  day  of  April  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  entitled  "An  act  for  estab- 
lishing a  land  office  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"* 
it  was  among  other  things  enacted  and  declared  that  all  pur- 
chase money  due  for  lands  in  this  state  taken  up  or  entries 
thereof  made  by  any  grant  license,  warrant,  application  or 
office  right  whatever  before  the  tenth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  should  be  paid  in  to 
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the  receiver-general  of  the  land  oflfice,  the  one-fourth  part  there 
of  in  one  year,  one  other  fourth  part  thereof  in  two  years,  one 
other  fourth  part  thereof  in  three  years,  and  the  residue  thereof 
in  four  years  after  the  passing  of  the  said  act,  under  certain 
penalties  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  and  that  on  the  payment  of 
such  purchase  money  together  with  the  legal  fees  of  office, 
patents  duly  executed  should  be  issued  Tor  every  such  tract  or 
parcel  of  land. 

(Section  111.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  in  and  by  another  act  of  the 
said  general  assembly  passed  the  fifth  day  of  April  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty -two,  entitled  "An  act  to  vest  certain 
powers  in  the  president  of  the  state  together  with  other  officers 
therein  named  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"'  it 
was  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned  among  other  things  en- 
acted and  declared  that  the  said  respective  times  and  periods 
affixed  and  mentioned  by  the  act  aforesaid  for  the  payment  of 
the  purchase  money  due  on  the  lands  aforesaid  were  and  should 
be  enlarged  for  the  space  of  two  years  over  and  above  the  said 
dates  and  times  respectively. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  a  large  proportion  of  the 
debts  so  as  aforesaid  assigned  and  pledged  as  a  fund  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  the  act  first 
above  recited  still  remain  due  to  the  state  and  it  is  just  and  nec- 
essary that  the  same  should  be  duly  collected  and  that  the  said 
bills  of  credit  should  be  redeemed  and  cancelled  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  several  acts  herein  before 
recited. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  from  the  scarcity  of  money 
yet  prevailing  in  such  parts  of  the  state  as  have  till  lately  been 
desolated  or  disturbed  by  hostile  invasion  some  of  the  persons 
indebted  to  the  state  as  aforesaid  may  be  unable  to  pay  the 
whole  of  their  respective  debts  within  the  times  limited  and 
described  by  law,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  legislature  to  grant 
to  such  persons  such  further  relief  and  indulgence  as  may  be 
given  consistently  with  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  state: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)     Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
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enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Oommon- 
•  wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 

authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  all  and  every  person  or  persons  who  are  or  shall  be  entitled 
either  in  law  or  equity  to  any  lands  in  this  state  within  the 
limits  of  the  purchase  or  purchases  made  trom  the  Indians  be- 
fore the  declaration  of  the  independency  of  the  United  States 
by  virtue  of  any  grant,  waiTant,  location  or  office  right  whatso- 
ever made  or  accrued  before  the  tenth  day  of  December  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
upon  which  a  patent  or  patents  have  not  been  issued,  and  such 
person  and  i)erson8  are  hereby  severally  enjoined  and  required 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  to  apply  to  the  proper  officers 
of  the  land-office  and  to  settle  and  adjust  the  sum  and  sums 
of  money  due  to  the  state  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  respec- 
tively, and  to  pay  or  secure  the  same  in  manner  herein  after 
mentioned;  that  is  to  say,  on  the  settlement  and  ascertainment 
of  the  sum  of  money  due  for  principal  and  interest  on  any  such 
tract  or  parcel  of  land,  the  debtor  or  party  rightfully  claiming 
a  patent  for  such  land  may  pay  the  sum  of  money  so  due  or  any 
part  thereof  in  such  manner  as  is  now  lawful  for  making  such 
payment  or  secure  the  same  by  giving  bond  for  the  whole  or  the 
residue  thereof  as  the  case  may  be  to  the  president  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  for  the  time  being  for  the  use  of  the 
state,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  due  in  five  equal 
annual  payments  together  with  the  whole  interest  which  shall 
be  due  on  such  bond  at  each  and  every  of  the  said  periods  re- 
spectively, the  first  of  which  said  payments  shall  become  due 
and  be  paid  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  April  which  will  be  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven.  And  the  said  bonds  shall  be  so  drawn  and  construed 
as  that  each  and  every  of  the  said  annual  payments  may  be  pro- 
secuted for  and  recovered  as  they  respectively  become  due  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  time  for  making  the  last  and  final 
payment  were  elapsed,  and  upon  such  bond  duly  executed  be- 
ing lodged  with  the  receiver-general  of  the  land-office,  he  shall 
certify  the  same  and  the  party  rightfully  claiming  shall  there- 
upon and  on  payment  of  legal  office  fees  be  entitled  to  and  re- 
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ceive  a  patent  for  such  lands  in  such  manner  as  if  the  purchase 
money  were  fully  paid:  Provided  always,  that  such  patent  shall 
not  be  available  so  as  to  entitle  the  party  obtaining  the  same 
to  grant,  convey  or  mortgage  the  lands  or  estate  therein  men- 
tioned other  than  to  the  president,  for  the  use  of  the  state  until 
the  grantee  or  grantees  therein  named  shall  have  made  and  duly 
executed  a  mortgage  for  the  estate  therein  granted  to  the  presi- 
dent as  aforesaid  for  the  further  securing  of  the  payment  to  be 
made  according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  aforesaid 
bond,  which  mortgage  the  said  receiver-general  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  procure  and  take  in  every  such  case 
and  to  indorse  a  note  of  the  sum  due  and  conditions  of  payment 
on  the  back  of  every  such  patent. 

[Section  IL]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  such  mortgage  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  land- 
office  in  a  book  to  be  provided  and  kept  by  the  said  secretary, 
which  record  shall  be  as  good  and  available  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  if  such  mortgage  had  been  recorded  in  any  other 
office  or  county  within  this  state,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to 
the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  receiver-general  of 
the  land-office,  for  drawing,  taking  and  certifying  every  such 
bond  and  mortgage  as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and 
receive  from  the  party  executing  the  same  the  sum  of  seven 
shillings  and  sixpence  and  no  more,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
land-office,  for  recording  and  certifying  in  the  usual  manner  in 
the  back  of  every  such  mortgage  that  it  is  recorded,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  from  the  said  party  five  shillings  and  no  more. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  many  of  the  settlers  upon 
the  lands  on  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  this  state 
have  been  very  great  sufferers  by  the  ravages  of  the  Indians 
during  the  late  war,  and  thereby  have  for  many  years  been  pre- 
vented from  the  cultivation  of  the  lands  possessed  by  them  and 
it  is  reasonable  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  late  war  the 
interest  accruing  upon  the  purchase  money  due  and  payable  as 
aforesaid  by  all  actual  settlers  on  said  lands,  their  heirs  or  sue- 
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enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Oommon- 
•  wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 

authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  all  and  every  person  or  persons  who  are  or  shall  be  entitled 
either  in  law  or  equity  to  any  lands  in  this  state  within  the 
limits  of  the  purchase  or  purchases  made  fi"om  the  Indians  be- 
fore the  declaration  of  the  independency  of  the  United  States 
by  virtue  of  any  grant,  waiTant,  location  or  office  right  whatso- 
ever made  or  accrued  before  the  tenth  day  of  December  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
upon  which  a  patent  or  patents  have  not  been  issued,  and  such 
person  and  persons  are  hereby  severally  enjoined  and  required 
as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  to  apply  to  the  proper  officers 
of  the  land-office  and  to  settle  and  adjust  the  sum  and  sums 
of  money  due  to  the  state  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  respec- 
tively, and  to  pay  or  secure  the  same  in  manner  herein  after 
mentioned;  that  is  to  say,  on  the  settlement  and  ascertainment 
of  the  sum  of  money  due  for  principal  and  interest  on  any  such 
tract  or  parcel  of  land,  the  debtor  or  party  rightfully  claiming 
a  patent  for  such  land  may  pay  the  sum  of  money  so  due  or  any 
part  thereof  in  such  manner  as  is  now  lawful  for  making  such 
payment  or  secure  the  same  by  giving  bond  for  the  whole  or  the 
residue  thereof  as  the  case  may  be  to  the  president  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  for  the  time  being  for  the  use  of  the 
state,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  the  sum  due  in  five  equal 
annual  payments  together  with  the  whole  interest  which  shall 
be  due  on  such  bond  at  each  and  every  of  the  said  periods  re- 
spectively, the  first  of  which  said  payments  shall  become  due 
and  be  paid  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  April  which  will  be  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven.  And  the  said  bonds  shall  be  so  drawn  and  construed 
as  that  each  and  every  of  the  said  annual  payments  may  be  pro- 
secuted for  and  recovered  as  they  respectively  become  due  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  if  the  time  for  making  the  last  and  final 
payment  were  elapsed,  and  upon  such  bond  duly  executed  be- 
ing lodged  with  the  receiver-general  of  the  land-office,  he  shall 
certify  the  same  and  the  party  rightfully  claiming  shall  there- 
upon and  on  payment  of  legal  office  fees  be  entitled  to  and  re- 
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ceive  a  patent  for  such  lands  in  such  manner  as  if  the  purchase 
money  were  fully  paid:  Provided  always,  that  such  patent  shall 
not  be  available  so  as  to  entitle  the  party  obtaining  the  same 
to  grant,  convey  or  mortgage  the  lands  or  estate  therein  men- 
tioned other  than  to  the  president,  for  the  use  of  the  state  until 
the  grantee  or  grantees  therein  named  shall  have  made  and  duly 
executed  a  mortgage  for  the  estate  therein  granted  to  the  presi- 
dent as  aforesaid  for  the  further  securing  of  the  payment  to  be 
made  according  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  aforesaid 
bond,  which  mortgage  the  said  receiver-general  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  procure  and  take  in  every  such  case 
and  to  indorse  a  note  of  the  sum  due  and  conditions  of  payment 
on  the  back  of  every  such  patent. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  such  mortgage  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  land- 
office  in  a  book  to  be  provided  and  kept  by  the  said  secretary, 
which  record  shall  be  as  good  and  available  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  as  if  such  mortgage  had  been  recorded  in  any  other 
office  or  county  within  this  state,  any  law,  usage  or  custom  to 
the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  receiver-general  of 
the  land-office,  for  drawing,  taking  and  certifying  every  such 
bond  and  mortgage  as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and 
receive  from  the  party  executing  the  same  the  sum  of  seven 
shillings  and  sixpence  and  no  more,  and  the  secretary  of  the 
land-office,  for  recording  and  certifying  in  the  usual  manner  in 
the  back  of  every  such  mortgage  that  it  is  recorded,  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  from  the  said  party  five  shillings  and  no  more. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  many  of  the  settlers  upon 
the  lands  on  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  this  state 
have  been  very  great  sufferers  by  the  ravages  of  the  Indians 
during  the  late  war,  and  thereby  have  for  many  years  been  pre- 
vented from  the  cultivation  of  the  lands  possessed  by  them  and 
it  is  reasonable  that  during  the  continuance  of  the  late  war  the 
interest  accruing  upon  the  purchase  money  due  and  payable  as 
aforesaid  by  all  actual  settlers  on  said  lands,  their  heirs  or  sue- 
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cessors  whose  habitations  were  rendered  desolate  by  the  In- 
dians in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  should  be  exonerated. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  actual 
settlers  residing  on  the  northern  and  western  frontiers  of  this 
state,  and  who  have  been  driven  by  the  Indians  from  their  habi- 
tations in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  they  or  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, shall  be  exonerated  and  acquitted  of  the  interest 
accruing  upon  the  purchase  money  due  and  payable  as  afore- 
said from  the  first  day  of  January  which  was  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  until  the  first  day  of 
July  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four. 
Provided  they  respectively  pay  or  secure  the  purchase  money 
of  the  lands  by  them  severally  claimed,  in  the  manner  and 
within  the  time  herein  before  mentioned.  Provided  also.  That 
the  persons  applying  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  exoneration  do 
prove,  by  the  oath  of  a  creditable  person  taken  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  the  proper  county  or  before  a  member  of  the 
supreme  executive  council  that  the  person  in  whose  right  afore- 
said benefit  is  claimed  was  in  the  course  of  the  last  war  actually 
driven  from  his  habitation  on  the  said  land  through  force  or 
fear  of  the  Indians  and  that  the  said  plantation  was  conse- 
quently left  without  inhabitants. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  so  en- 
titled as  aforesaid  to  any  lands  within  said  Indian  purchase  in 
this  state  and  yet  remaining  unpatented  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  or  secure  the  purchase  money  or  arrearages  or  purchase 
money  due  to  the  state,  and  demand  a  patent  for  the  same  in 
the  manner  herein  before  directed,  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-seven,  every  such  person  and  persons,  so 
neglecting  or  refusing,  shall  be  barred  and  precluded  from  the 
benefit  intended  by  this  act  with  respect  to  further  time  of  pay- 
ment, and  shall  be  forthtvith  prosecuted  and  proceeded  against 
for  the  moneys  due  on  such  lands,  by  sale  of  the  said  lands  ac- 
cording to  law  without  further  delay. 

Passed  September  16,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  24,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  28,  1787,  Chapter  1283. 
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CHAPTER  MGLXXXI. 


AN  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH  A  FERRY  FROM  THE  SOUTH-WEST  SIDE  OP 
THE  MONONGAHELA  OPPOSITE  THE  TOWN  OF  PITTSBURGH. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  Jacob  Bailsman  hath  represented 
to  this  house  hj  his  petition  that  he  hath  for  many  years  to  the 
great  conveniency  of  travellers  kept  a  ferry  from  the  south-west 
side  of  the  Monongahela  river  opposite  to  the  town  of  Pitts- 
burgh: 

And  whereas  this  house  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  es- 
tablishing a  public  ferry  from  the  south-west  side  of  Monon- 
gahela and  opposite  the  town  of  Pittsburgh  and  vesting  the 
right  in  Jacob  Bausman  will  be  a  public  benefit: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  Jacob  Bausman,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made  at  his  or  their 
proper  cost  and  charges  a  good  and  convenient  landing  from  the 
said  south-west  side  of  Monogahela  river  and  opposite  the  town 
of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  same  he  or  they  shall  at  all  times  here- 
after keep  and  maintain  in  good  order  and  repair,  fit  for  car- 
riages to  pass  and  re-pass  with  ease  and  conveniency;  and  fur- 
ther the  said  Jacob  Bausman,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  shall  at  all 
times  hereafter  provide  and  maintain  a  good  and  substantial 
boat  or  boats  and  sufficient  ferrymen  who  shall  duly  and  con- 
stantly attend  when  occasion  requires  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting travellers  from  the  south-west  side  of  the  Monongahela 
to  the  [town]  of  Pittsburgh,  the  said  ferry  being  subject  to 
such  rates  and  reg[ula]tions  as  the  legislature  of  this  state 
may  in  future  direct  and  appoint. 

Passed  September  16,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  22. 
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CHAPTER  MCLXXXIL 


AN    ACT   TO    RBS-ESTABUSH    THE   ANCIENT    CORPORATION   OP   THE 
BOROUGH  OF  BRISTOL  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BUCKS. 

(SectioD  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  corporation  of  the  borough 
of  Bristol  in  the  county  of  Bucks  as  it  derived  its  charter  priv- 
ileges and  immunities  from  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  was  on 
the  declaration  of  the  independence  of  this  state  thereby  im- 
mediately dissolved: 

And  whereas  it  appears  necessary  to  a  majority  of  the  free- 
men of  the  said  borough  that  its  ancient  constitution  be  re- 
stored under  the  authority  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  and  that  the  officers  of  the  said  borough  be  re- 
established by  law  and  have  perpetual  succession  so  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  may  have  the  power  of  regulat- 
ing their  markets,  fairs,  wharfs,  streets,  and  other  public  con- 
cerns, in  like  manner  as  they  had  under  their  late  charter: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  CJommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council  for  the  time  being  shall  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently may  be  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  seal  appoint  for 
the  said  borough  of  Bristol  two  burgesses,  one  whereof  to  be 
named  chief  burgess  and  one  high  constable  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  borough  which  said  chief  burgess  shall  take  the  like 
oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  to  the  state  and  the  oath  or 
affirmation  for  the  execution  of  his  office,  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
commonwealth  are  provided  in  such  cases  before  the  president 
or  vice-president  aforesaid.  And  the  said  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  the  free- 
holders and  housekeepers  of  the  said  borough  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  hold  their  annual  election  of  burgesses  or  other  offi- 
cers, nominate  and  appoint  such  officers.  And  the  chief  bur- 
gess to  be  nominated  as  aforesaid  by  the  said  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council,  and  all  future  chief  burgesses^  that  shall 
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be  elected  by  the  said  freeholders  and  housekeepers,  shall  take 
the  oath  or  afiBrinatton  of  allegiance  and  of  office  in  manner 
aforesaid  and  the  [said]  chief  burgess  after  he  shall  have  taken 
the  oath  or  affirmation  as  aforesaid  or  any  two  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  said  county  of  Bucks  are  hereby  required  and 
empowered  to  administer  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  of  al- 
legiance and  of  office  to  the  other  burgess  and  to  the  said  high 
constable. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  the  rights^  liberties,  fran- 
chises, immunities,  powers  and  privileges^  by  the  aforesaid 
charter  to  the  former  burgesses,  high  constable,  freeholders^ 
housekeepers,  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  of  Bristol 
granted,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  restored  to  the  burgesses,  high 
constable,  freeholders,  housekeepers  and  inhabitants  of  the  said 
borough,  and  from  and  after  the  first  appointment  of  burgesses 
and  other  officers  of  the  said  borough  to  be  made  by  the  presi- 
dent or  vice-president,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  re-established,  and 
shall  continue  in  the  burgesses,  high  constable,  freeholders 
housekeepers  and  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Bristol  in  the 
said  county  of  Bucks  and  their  successors  forever  to  the  same 
effect  as  if  such  right,  franchises,  immunities,  powers  and 
privileges  in  the  said  charter  granted  were  in  and  by  this  act 
enumerated  and  repeated. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless, 
That  this  act  nor  anything  therein  contained  shall  be  extended 
to  oblige  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Bucks  or  the  clerks  of  the 
courts  of  the  same  county  for  the  time  being  to  reside  in  the 
said  borough  or  to  appoint  any  deputy  to  reside  therein  nor  to 
enable  the  inhabitants  and  housekeepers  of  the  said  borough  or 
their  successors  to  elect  or  have  more  than  two  burgesses  of  the 
said  borough  in  office  at  any  time  hereafter  nor  to  admit  any 
person  to  vote  at  the  election  of  burgesses  or  other  officers  or  at 
any  town  meeting  or  to  hold  any  office  in  the  same  borough,  un- 
less he  be  legally  qualified  to  elect  and  be  elected  a  representa- 
tive in  the  general  assembly  for  the  county  of  Bucks. 

Passed  September,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  28. 
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CHAPTER  MCLXXXIIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE   REGULATION  OP  BANKRUPTCY. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  necessary  and  proper  as  well 
as  conformable  to  the  usage  of  commercial  nations  that  persons 
using  merchandise  who  by  reason  of  misfortune  or  otherwise 
are  unable  to  pay  their  debts  should  be  compelled  speedily  and 
without  delay  to  surrender  up  their  effects  for  the  use  of  their 
creditors  and  be  prevented  from  wasting  or  secreting  the  same 
and  also  that  such  honest  debtors  as  in  the  course  of  trade  and 
dealing  have  without  any  fault  or  crime  become  bankrupt 
should  upon  such  surrender  be  liberated  from  the  future  de- 
mands of  their  creditors  and  enabled  by  their  future  diligence 
to  support  themselves  and  their  families: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  if  any  merchant  or  other 
person  using  the  trade  of  merchandise  by  way  of  bargaining, 
exchange,  rechange,  bartry  or  otherwise,  in  gross  or  by  retail, 
or  seeking  his  or  her  trade  of  living  by  buying  and  selling,  or 
that  shall  use  the  trade  or  profession  of  a  scrivener,  receiving 
other  men's  moneys  or  estates  into  his  or  her  trust  or  custody, 
or  that  shall  deal  as  a  banker,  broker  or  factor,  being  entrusted 
with  money,  goods  or  effects  belonging  to  other  persons,  shall 
depart  the  state,  or  begin  to  keep  his  or  her  house,  or  otherwise 
to  absent  him  or  herself,  or  suffer  him  or  herself  willingly  to  be 
arrested  for  debt,  or  other  things  not  due,  for  money  delivered, 
wares  sold,  or  other  good  consideration,  or  yield  him  or  herself 
to  prison,  or  willingly  or  fraudulently  procure  him  or  herself 
to  be  arrested,  or  his  or  her  goods,  money  or  chattels  to  be  at- 
tached or  sequestered,  or  depart  from  his  or  her  dwelling-house, 
or  make  or  cause  to  be  made  any  fraudulent  conveyance  of  his 
her  or  their  lands  or  chattels  whereby  his,  her  or  their  creditors 
may  be  defeated  or  delayed  in  the  recovery  of  their  debts,  or 
being  arrested  for  debt  shall,  after  his,  her  or  their  arrest,  be  in 
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prison  two  moDths  or  more  for  that  arrest,  or  any  other  arrest 
or  detention  for  debt,  or  being  arrested  for  fifty  pounds  or  more 
shall  escape  out  of  prison,  shall  be  adjudged  a  bankrupt. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  president  (or  in  case  of  his 
death  or  of  any  vacancy  in  the  said  office  of  president  then  the 
vice-president)  of  the  supreme  executive  council,  upon  petition 
in  writing  against  such  persons  being  bankrupt  to  him  to  be 
exhibited  by  any  one  creditor  or  more  persons  being  partners 
whose  single  debt  shall  amount  to  two  hundred  pounds,  or  by 
two  creditors  whose  debts  shall  amount  to  three  hundred 
pounds,  or  of  more  than  two  creditors  whose  debts  shall  amount 
to  four  hundred  pounds,  shall  have  power  by  commission  under 
the  great  seal  to  appoint  such  persons  as  to  him  shall  seem  good 
not  exceeding  five  to  be  the  commissioners  of  the  said  bank- 
rupt. Provided  always.  That  the  debt  or  debts,  demand  or  de- 
mands of  such  creditor  or  creditors  so  as  aforesaid  entitled  to 
apply  for  and  procure  a  commission  to  be  issued  against  any 
such  bankrupt  shall  have  arisen  on  a  contract  or  transaction 
subsequent  to  the  passing  of  this  act:  And  provided  also.  That 
before  any  commission  shall  issue,  the  creditors  petitioning 
shall  make  affidavit  or  solemn  affirmation  before  the  said  presi- 
dent or  vice-president  of  the  truth  of  their  debts  and  give  bond 
to  the  said  president  or  vice-president  in  the  penalty  of  four 
hundred  pounds  to  be  conditioned  for  proving  their  debts  as 
well  before  the  commissioners  as  upon  a  trial  at  law  in  case  the 
due  issuing  forth  the  same  shall  be  contested,  and  also  for 
proving  the  party  a  bankrupt,  and  to  proceed  on  such  commis- 
sion as  herein  is  mentioned.  And  if  such  debts  shall  not  be 
really  due  or  if  after  such  commission  taken  out  it  cannot  be 
proved  that  the  party  was  a  bankrupt,  then  the  said  president 
or  vice-president  as  aforesaid  shall  upon  the  petition  of  the 
party  grieved  in  case  there  be  occasion  assign  such  bond  to  the 
said  party  who  may  sue  for  the  same  in  his  own  name. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  commissioners  so  to  be 
appointed  or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  have  power  to  take 
by  their  discretion  such  order  with  the  body  of  such  person  by 
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imprisonment  as  also  with  all  his  lands  which  he  shall  have  in 
his  own  right  before  he  became  bankrupt,  and  also  with  all 
such  lands  as  such  person  shall  have  purchased  for  money  or 
other  [recompense]  jointly  with  his  wife  or  child  or  children 
to  the  only  use  of  such  offender  or  for  such  use  or  title  as  such 
offender  then  shall  have  in  the  same,  which  he  may  depart 
withal  or  with  any  persons  in  trust  to  the  secret  use  of  such 
offender  and  also  with  his  or  her  money,  goods,  merchandise 
and  debts  and  cause  the  said  lands,  money,  goods,  merchandise 
and  debts  to  be  appraised  to  the  best  value  and  by  deed  of  bar- 
gain and  sale  to  contey  the  said  lands  and  real  estate  in  fee  sim- 
ple or  for  such  estate  as  the  bankrupt  had  therein  and  for  the 
best  price  that  may  be  gotten  for  the  same  and  also  all  deeds, 
touching  only  the  same  and  also  all  the  books  of  accounts, 
papei's  and  writings  belonging  to  such  offender  and  also  to  sell 
all  his  goods  and  chattels  and  merchandises  and  to  receive,  sue 
for  and  recover  in  their  own  names  but  to  the  "use  of  the  credi- 
tors all  the  debts  of  such  offender  or  otherwise  to  order  the 
same  for  satisfaction  of  the  creditors  to  every  of  the  creditors 
in  proportion  to  the  debts;  and  every  direction  and  other  thing 
done  by  the  said  commissioners  so  authorized  or  the  major  part 
of  them  shall  be  good  in  law  against  the  said  offender,  his  wife, 
heirs,  children  and  such  persons  as  by  such  joint  purchase  with 
the  offenders  shall  have  any  estate  or  interest  in  the  premises 
and  against  all  persons  claiming  by,  from,  or  under  such  offen- 
der by  any  acts  done  after  such  person  shall  become  a  bankrupt. 
Provided  always,  That  no  purchaser  for  good  consideration 
shall  be  impeached  unless  the  commission  shall  be  sued  forth 
against  sucl;i  bankrupt  within  five  years  after  he  shall  become 
a  bankrupt. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  commissioners  or  the 
major  part  of  them  shall  have  power  by  deed  under  their  hands 
and  seals  to  bargain,  sell  or  convey  any  lands,  tenements  or 
hereditaments  whereof  any  bankrupt  shall  be  seized  of  any  es- 
tate in  tail,  in  possession,  remainder  or  reversion,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  creditors;  and  all  such  deeds  shall  be  good  against  all 
persons  whom  the  bankrupt,  by  common  recovery  or  other 
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means,  might  debar  from  any  remainder,  rent,  title  or  possi- 
bility of  the  said  hereditaments. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  bankrupt  shall  convey 
or  assure  any  lands,  goods,  or  estate  unto  any  persons  upon  con- 
dition or  power  of  redemption,  by  payment  of  money  or  other- 
\\ise,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  to  appoint  under 
their  hands  and  seals  persons  to  make  tender  of  money  or  other 
performance,  according  to  the  nature  of  such  condition  as  fully 
as  the  bankrupt  might  have  done,  and  the  commissioners  shall 
after  such  tender  or  performance  have  power  to  sell  such  lands, 
goods  and  estates,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  as  fully  as 
they  may  sell  any  other  part  of  the  estate  of  such  bankrupt. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  shall  have 
power  to  assign  or  dispose  [of]  all  the  debts  due  to  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  said  bankrupt  to  the  use  of  the  creditors  and  the 
same  disposition  of  the  debts  shall  vest  the  property  in  the  per- 
sons to  whom  any  debt  shall  be  assigned  by  the  commissioners 
as  fully  as  if  the  bond,  judgment  or  contract  whereupon  the 
said  debt  shall  arise  had  been  made  to  the  persons  to  whom  the 
same  shall  be  so  assigned,  and  after  the  said  assignment  neither 
the  said  bankrupt  nor  any  other  to  whom  such  debt  shall  be 
due  shall  have  power  to  recover  the  same  nor  make  discharge 
thereof  neither  shall  the  same  be  attached  as  the  debt  of  the 
bankrupt  or  such  other  person  but  the  party  to  whom  the  same 
shall  be  assigned  shall  have  remedy  to  recover  the  same  in  the 
name  of  the  i)erson  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  so  assigned  or 
ordered,  as  the  party  himself  might  have  had:  Provided,  that 
no  debtor  of  the  bankrupt  be  hereby  endangered  for  the  pay- 
ment of  his  debt,  bona  fide,  to  such  bankrupt  before  he  shall 
know  that  he  or  she  is  a  bankrupt. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  such  of  the  commission- 
ers as  shall  put  the  commission  in  execution  shall  on  request 
made  by  the  bankrupt  not  only  make  declaration  to  the  bank- 
rupt of  the  employing  and  bestowing  of  his  lands,  goods  and 
debts  but  also  make  payment  of  the  overplus  if  any  [be]  to  the 


74  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1785 

bankrupt  who  after  full  satisfaction  of  the  creditors  shall  have 
power  to  recover  the  residue  of  the  debts. 

[Section  VIII.]  (SecUon  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  after  such  act  committed 
and  complaint  thereof  made  to  the  commissioners  or  the  major 
part  of  them  by  any  party  grieved  suspecting  any  of  the  goods 
or  debts  of  such  offender  to  be  in  the  possession  of  any  person 
or  any  person  to  be  indebted  to  such  offender,  do  make  relation 
thereof  to  the  commissioners,  they  shall  have  power  to  call  be- 
fore them  by  such  process  or  means  as  they  shall  think  conven- 
ient all  such  persons  so  supposed  to  have  any  such  goods  or 
debts  in  their  custody  or  supposed  to  be  indebted  to  such  offen- 
der and  ui)on  their  appearance  to  examine  them  as  well  by  their 
oaths  or  affirmations  as  by  such  means  as  the  commissioners 
shall  think  meet  for  the  knowledge  of  all  such  goods  and  debts, 
and  if  such  persons  upon  examination  do  not  declare  the  whole 
truth  of  such  things  as  they  shall  be  examined  of  or  deny  to 
swear  or  to  subscribe  their  examination,  then  such  persons 
upon  proof  made  before  the  commissioners  by  examination  or 
otherwise  shall  forfeit  double  the  value  of  all  such  goods  and 
debts  by  them  concealed  which  forfeiture  shall  be  levied  of  the 
lands,  goods  and  chattels  of  such  person  so  denying  to  swear  or 
affirm,  or  not  disclosing  the  whole  truth  in  such  manner  as  is 
herein  after  appointed,  and  the  same  forfeitures  be  distributed 
for  satisfaction  of  the  debts  of  the  creditors  in  such  rate  as  is 
before  declared. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  fraud- 
ulently by  collusion,  claim  or  detain  any  debts,  goods  or  tene- 
ments which  shall  be  appertaining  to  such  offender,  other  than 
such  as  they  prove  to  be  due  for  money  paid,  wares  delivered,  or 
•  other  just  consideration,  before  the  commissioners,  every  such 
person  shall  forfeit  double  as  much,  which  forfeiture  shall  be 
levied  and  employed  as  herein  directed  in  the  case  of  forfeitures. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  who  shall  be  a 
bankrupt  by  the  intent  of  this  act  shall  convey  to  any  of  his 
or  her  children,  or  other  persons,  any  lands  or  goods,  or  trans- 
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fer  his  or  her  debts  into  other  persons'  names  except  the  same 
shall  be  conveyed  or  transferred  upon  marriage  of  any  of  his 
or  her  children,  both  the  parties  married  being  of  the  age  of 
consent,  or  some  valuable  consideration,  it  shall  be  in  the  power 
of  the  commissioners  to  sell  or  dispose  thereof  in  as  ample  man- 
ner as  if  the  bankrupt  had  been  actually  seized  or  possessed 
thereof. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  may  call  be- 
fore them  tl^e  bankrupt  and  if  upon  warning  left  in  writing  on 
three  several  days  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  such  person, 
his  wife  or  family,  or  personal  notice,  if  such  person  shall  be  in 
pi?  son,  an4  three  weeks'  notice  in  two  of  the  newspapers  printed 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  such  person  shall  not  within  forty- 
two  days  surrender  himself  and  yield  l^is  body  before  the  com- 
missioners and  submit  to  be  examined  upon  oath  or  solemn  affir- 
mation and  to  subscribe  such  examination  with  his  name  and 
conform  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  the  commissioners  may  ad- 
judge and  proclaim  the  said  person  a  bankrupt,  award  a  war- 
rant to  such  i)ersons  as  they  shall  think  meet  to  apprehend  the 
body  of  the  offender  and  to  bring  him  before  the  commissioners 
wheresoever  the  party  may  be  found,  to  be  examined:  And  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  commissioners  to  examine  the  said  offen- 
der upon  interrogations,  touching  the  lands,  goods,  debts^  books 
of  accounts  and  such  other  things  as  may  tend  to  disclose  his 
estate  or  secret  grants  and  eloining  of  his  lands,  goods,  money 
and  debts,  as  they  shall  think  meet:  Provided  always.  That  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  president  or  vice-president  in 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  president,  in  his  discretion  to 
enlarge  the  time  for  such  person  surrendering  himself  and  dis- 
covering his  effects  not  exceeding  fifty  days  from  the  end  of 
the  said  forty-two  days  so  as  such  order  for  enlarging  the  time 
be  made  six  days  before  the  time  on  which  such  person  was 
to  have  surrendered  himself. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)     And  be  it  enacted  by 

the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  bankrupt  having  surren- 

^dered,  shall  at  all  seasonable  times  before  the  expiration  of  the 

said  forty-two  days  or  such  further  time  as  shall  be  allowed  to 
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finish  his  examination,  be  at  liberty  to  inspect  his  books  and 
writings  in  the  presence  of  some  person  to  be  appointed  by  the 
commissioners  and  to  bring  with  him  for  his  assistance  such 
persons  as  he  shall  think  fit,  not  exceeding  two  at  one  time,  and 
to  make  extracts  and  copies  to  enable  him  to  make  a  full  dis- 
covery of  his  effects,  and  the  said  bankrupt  shall  be  free  from 
arrests  in  coming  to  surrender  and  from,  actual  surrender  for 
iiaid  forty-two  days  or  such  further  time  as  shall  be  allowed  for 
finishing  his  examination,  provided  such  bankrupt  was  not  in 
custody  at  the  time  of  surrender;  and  in  case  such  bankrupt 
shall  be  arrested  for  debt,  or  on  any  escape  warrant,  coming  to 
surrender,  or  after  his  surrender  within  the  time  before  men- 
tioned then  on  producing  such  summons  or  notice  under  the 
hands  of  the  commissioners  and  giving  the  officer  a  copy  thereof 
he  shall  be  discharged,  and  in  case  any  officer  shall  detain  such 
bankrupt  such  officer  shall  forfeit  to  such  bankrupt  for  his  own 
use  five  pounds  for  every  day  he  shall  detain  him,  and  in  case 
any  bankrupt  be  in  custody  at  the  time  of  issuing  the  commis- 
sion and  is  willing  to  submit  to  be  examined  and  can  be  brought 
before  the  commissioners  the  expense  thereof  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  bankrupt's  estate,  but  in  case  such  bankrupt  is  in  execution, 
or  cannot  be  brought  before  the  commissioners,  then  the  com- 
missioners shall  attend  the  bankrupt  in  custody  and  take  his 
discovery;  and  the  commissioners  are  required  to  appoint  per- 
sons to  attend  such  bankrupt  in  prison  and  to  produce  his  books 
and  writings  in  order  to  prepare  his  discovery,  a  copy  whereof 
the  commissioners  shall  apply  for  and  the  bankrupt  shall  de- 
liver to  their  order  ten  days  before  such  last  examination. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  therein  the  offender 
shall  refuse  to  be  examined  or  to  answer  fully  and  to  subscribe 
his  examination  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  commis- 
sioners to  commit  the  offender  to  close  imprisonment  until  he 
shall  better  conform  himself,  and  if  the  said  offender  shall  sub- 
mit to  be  examined  and  upon  his  examination  it  shall  appear 
that  he  hath  committed  any  wilful  or  corrupt  perjury  tending 
to  the  damage  of  the  creditors  twenty  pounds,  the  party  so  of- 
fending may  thereof  be  indicted  in  any  of  the  courts  of  record  of 
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this  state  and  being  thereof  convicted,  shall  stand  in  the  pillory 
in  some  public  place  two  hours  and  have  one  of  his  ears  nailed 
to  the  pillory  and  cut  off. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  who  shall 
knowingly  help  to  hide  or  convey  or  shall  knowingly  receive  or 
keep  secret  any  person  so  as  aforesaid  warned  to  appear  shall 
suffer  such  imprisonment  or  pay  such  fine  to  the  state  as  upon 
conviction  thereof  upon  indictment  shall  be  adjudged. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person,  known  or 
suspected  to  detain  any  of  the  lands,  hereditaments^  goods  or 
debts  of  the  bankrupt,  or  to  be  indebted  to  or  for  the  benefit 
of  the  bankrupt  shall  after  lawful  warning  to  the  said  persons 
given  to  come  before  the  commissioners  to  be  examined  refuse 
to  come  or  shall  not  come  at  the  time  appointed  having  no  law- 
ful impediment  such  as  shall  be  allowed  of  by  the  commission- 
ers and  which  shall  be  then  made  known  to  the  commissioners, 
or  having  knowledge  of  any  other  meeting  of  the  commission- 
ers shall  not  appear  before  them  at  such  time  as  they  may  ap- 
point, or  being  come  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed  and 
to  make  answer  to  such  interrogatories  as  shall  be  administered 
and  to  subscribe  the  said  answers,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  com- 
missioners to  commit  to  such  prison  as  to  them  shall  be  thought 
meet  all  such  i)erson8  as  shall  refuse  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed 
and  make  answer  and  also  to  direct  their  warrants  to  such  per- 
sons as  by  them  shall  be  thought  meet  to  apprehend  such  per- 
sons as  shall  refuse  to  appear  and  to  bring  them  before  the  com- 
missioners to  be  examined;  and  upon  their  refusal  to  come  or  to 
be  examined  and  subscribe  their  examination  to  commit  the 
party  so  refusing  to  such  prison  as  the  commissioners  shall 
think  meet  until  the  said  person  shall  submit  himself  to  the 
commissioners  and  be  by  them  examined  and  subscribe  his  ex- 
amination according  to  the  directions  of  this  act:  Provided  that 
such  witnesses  as  shall  be  sent  for,  shall  have  such  costs  as  the 
commiseioners  shall  think  fit  to  be  ratably  borne  by  the  credi- 
tors. And  if  any  person  other  than  the  bankrupt  either  by 
subornation  of  others  or  by  his  own  act  shall  wilfully  and 


78  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania'.  [1785 

corruptly  commit  wilful  perjury  by  his  deposition  to  be  taken 
before  the  commissioners  the  party  so  offending  and  all  per- 
sons that  shall  unlawfully  and  corruptly  procure  any  such  wil- 
ful, unlawful  and  corrupt  perjury  may  therefor  be  indicted  in 
any  court  of  record  and  being  convicted  shall  forfeit  fifty 
pounds,  half  to  the  commonwealth  and  half  to  the  creditor  who 
shall  sue  or  prosecute  for  the  same,  and  if  he  or  she  do  not  pay 
the  said  fifty  pounds  he  or  she  shall  be  imprisoned  for  six 
months  and  stand  one  hour  in  the  pillory:  And  moreover  shall 
be  disabled  to  be  a  witness  in  any  court  of  record. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XVII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  after  such  time  as  any 
person  shall  by  the  commissioners  be  lawfully  declared  a  bank* 
nipt,  the  said  commissioners  shall  have  power  to  examine  upon 
oath  or  afllrmation  the  wife  of  such  bankrupt  for  the  discovery 
of  the  estate  of  such  bankrupt  concealed  or  disposed  of  by 
such  wife  or  by  any  other  person.  And  the  said  wife  shall 
incur  such  penalties  for  not  coming  before  the  said  commis- 
sioners or  for  refusing  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed  and  examined 
and  to  subscribe  her  examination  or  for  not  disclosing  the  truth 
as  by  this  act  is  provided  against  any  other  person  in  like 
cases. 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XVIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  bankrupt  shall 
upon  his  examination  before  the  commissioners  be  found  fraud- 
ulently to  have  conveyed  away  his  goods,  land  or  other  estates 
to  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  to  the  end  to  hinder  the  execu- 
tion of  this  act  or  to  defraud  or  hinder  his  creditors  of  the  same 
and  shall  not  upon  his  examination  discover  unto  the  commis- 
sioners and  if  it  be  in  his  power,  deliver  unto  them  all  that 
estate  so  fraudulently  conveyed  away  or  detained  or  that  can- 
not make  it  appear  unto  the  said  commissioners  that  he  hath 
sustained  some  casual  loss  whereby  he  is  disabled  to  pay  what 
he  then  owed,  may  be  indicated  for  such  fraud  or  abuse  at  any 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  of  the  county  of  place  where  he  shall  become  a  bankrupt, 
and  if  the  bankrupt  shall  be  thereof  convicted  he  shall  be  set 
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upon  the  pillory  for  two  hours  and  have  one  of  his  ears  nailed 
to  the  pillory  and  cut  off. 

[Section  XVIII.]  (Section  XIX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  commissioners  or  any  other  persons  or  officers  by  them 
to  be  appointed,  by  their  warrant  under  their  hands  and  seals 
to  break  open  the  houses,  chambers,  shops,  warehouses,  doors,  ' 
trunks  or  chests  of  the  bankrupt,  where  the  said  bankrupt  or 
any  of  his  goods  or  estates,  deeds^  books  of  account  or  writ- 
ings shall  be  reputed  to  be,  and  to  seize  upon  and  order  the 
body,  goods,  money  and  other  estate,  deeds^  books  of  account, 
or  other  writings,  of  such  bankrupt,  by  imprisonment  or  other- 
wise, as  to  the  commissioners  shall  be  thought  meet. 

[Section  XIX.]  (Section  XX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted Jby  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  shall  be- 
come bankrupt  and  at  such  time  by  consent  of  the  owner  have 
in  their  possession  and  disposition  any  goods  whereof  they 
shall  be  reputed  owners,  and  take  upon  them  the  sale  or  dis- 
position as  owners,  the  commissioners  shall  have  power  to  sell 
the  same  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  as  fully  as  any  other 
part  of  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt. 

[Section  XX.]  (Section  XXI.  T.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  money  which  shall 
be  forfeited  by  this  act  shall  be  recovered  by  the  creditors  only, 
or  any  of  them  that  will  sue  or  prosecute  for  the  same  by  action 
of  debt,  suit,  indictment  or  information,  in  any  court  of  record 
and  the  money  so  recovered,  the  charges  of  suit  deducted,  shall 
be  distributed  towards  payment  of  the  creditors. 

[Section  XXI.]  (Section  XXII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  commissioners  to  appoint  such  time  and  place 
for  receiving  the  proofs  of  the  creditors  in  support  of  their 
respective  claims  and  for  distribution  of  the  bankrupt's  estate, 
moneys  and  effects,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet,  and  finally  to 
close  the  accounts  of  the  said  estates  and  distributions  at  such 
time,  not  less  than  twelve  months  nor  exceeding  eighteen 
months  after  the  date  of  the  commission;  unless  the  said  time 
shall  be  enlarged  by  order  of  the  president  or  vice-president 
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aforesaid,  from  and  after  which  time  every  creditor  shall  be 
barred  from  claiming  any  share  in  the  distribution  of  the  said 
bankrupt's  estate.  Provided  always,  That  if  any  suit  at  law 
shall  be  depending  or  any  part  of  the  estate  shall  remain  un- 
disposed of  or  some  future  estate  or  effects  of  the  bankrupt 
shall  come  in;  in  this  latter  case  the  commissioners  shall  im- 
"  mediately  convert  the  same  estate  or  effects  into  money  and 
within  two  months  afterwards  shall  divide  the  same  among 
the  creditors.  Provided  also.  That  due  and  full  notice  shall 
be  given  of  the  several  times  and  places  of  meeting  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid  by  advertisement  in  two  of  the  public  news- 
papers printed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  three  several 
[weeks]  at  least,  and  thirty  days  before  such  times  of  meeting 
as  aforesaid. 

[Section  XXII.]  (Section  XXIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  at  each  of  the  said 
meetings  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  dividend,  creditors  shall 
be  permitted  to  prove  their  debts;  and  every  assignee  shall  pro- 
duce upon  oath  or  affirmation  his  accounts,  and  what  upon  the 
balance  to  be  liquidated  by  the  commissioners  shall  appear  to 
be  in  his  hands;  and  all  sums  expended  in  suing  forth  and  prose- 
cuting the  commission,  and  all  just  allowances  shall  be  made, 
and  such  part  of  the  residue  of  the  net  produce  of  the  bankrupt's 
estate  as  the  commissioners  shall  direct  shall  be  divided  pro 
rata  among  those  creditors  who  shall  have  duly  proved  their 
debts;  and  the  said  commissioners  shall  take  receipts  from  each 
creditor  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  and  such  receipt 
shall  be  a  full  discharge  to  the  said  commissioners  for  so  much 
as  they  shall  fairly  pay. 

[Section  XXIII.]  (Section  XXIV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  bankrupts  who 
shall  surrender  and  conform  as  by  this  act  is  directed  shall 
receive  from  the  commissioners  a  certificate  thereof  and  the 
same  certificate  shall  be  allowed  by  the  president  or  vice-presi- 
dent and  shall  be  allowed  five  pounds  per  centum  out  of  the  net 
produce  of  the  estate  that  shall  be  received,  in  case  the  net  pro- 
duce of  the  estate  after  such  allowance  made  shall  be  sufficient 
to  pay  ten  shillings  in  the  pound,  and  so  as  the  said  five  per 
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centum  shall  not  amount  to  above  three  hundred  pounds;  and 
in  case  the  net  produce  of  the  said  estate  shall  be  suflBcient  to 
pay  twelve  shillings  and  sixpence  in  the  pound  then  all  persons 
80  conforming,  shall  be  allowed  seven  pounds  ten  shillings  per 
centum,  so  as  such  allowance  shall  not  exceed  three  hundred 
and  seventy-five  pounds;  and  in  case  the  net  produce  shall, 
over  and  above  the  allowance,  be  sufficient  to  pay  fifteen  shil- 
lings in  the  pound,  then  the  persons  so  conforming  shall  be 
allowed  ten  per  centum,  so  as  [such]  ten  per  centum  shall  not 
amount  to  above  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds;  and  every 
such  bankrupt  shall  be  discharged  from  all  debts  owing  at 
the  time  he  did  become  bankrupt.  And,  in  case  such  bankrupt 
shall  afterwards  be  impleaded  for  any  debt  due  before  he 
became  bankrupt,  such  bankrupt  shall  be  discharged  upon  com- 
mon bail  and  may  plead  in  general  that  the  cause  of  action 
did  accrue  before  such  time  as  he  became  a  bankrupt,  and  the 
certificate  of  such  bankrupt's  conforming,  and  the  allowance 
thereof,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  the  trading,  bankruptcy, 
commission,  and  other  proceedings  precedent  to  the  obtaining 
such  certificate,  unless  the  plaintiff  can  prove  the  said  certifi- 
cate was  obtained  unfairly  or  make  appear  any  concealment  by 
such  bankrupt  to  the  value  of  fifteen  pounds. 

[Section  XXIV.]  (Section  XXV.  P.L.)  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  the  net  proceeds  of  such 
bankrupt  estate  shall  not  amount  to  ten  shillings  in  the  pound, 
such  bankrupt  shall  not  be  allowed  the  five  per  centum,  but 
shall  be  allowed  so  much  as  the  commissioners  shall  think 
fit,  not  exceeding  three  per  centum. 

[Section  XXV.]  (Section  XXVI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  bankrupt  who 
shall  have  obtained  his  certificate  shall  be  taken  in  execution 
OP  detained  in  prison  on  account  of  any  debts  owing  before  he 
became  bankrupt  by  reason  that  judgment  was  obtained  before 
such  certificate  was  allowed,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  court  wherein  judgment  was  so  obtained  on 
such  bankrupt's  producing  his  certificates  so  as  aforesaid  al- 
lowed to  order  any  sheriff  or  gaoler  who  shall  have  such  bank- 
rupt in  his  custody  to  discharge  such  bankrupt  without  fee. 
6— XII 
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[Section  XXVI.]  (Section  XXVII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  the  certificates 
of  the  commissioners  under  their  hands  and  seals  that  such 
commission  is  issued  and  such  persons  proved  before  them  to 
become  bankrupt,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  or  any  member  of  the  supreme  executive  council, 
and  they  are  hereby  required,  upon  application  made,  to  grant 
their  warrants  for  apprehending  such  person  and  him  to  commit 
to  the  common  gaol  of  the  county  where  he  shall  be  appre- 
hended, there  to  remain  until  he  can  be  removed  by  order  of 
the  commissioners,  and  the  gaoler  to  whose  custody  such  person 
shall  be  committed  is  required  to  give  notice  to  one  of  the  com- 
missioners of  such  person  being  in  his  custody  and  the  com- 
missioners are  empowered  to  seize  the  effects  of  such  bankrupt 
(the  necessary  wearing  apparel  of  such  bankrupt  or  of  his  wife 
or  children  excepted)  and  his  books  and  writings  which  shall 
then  be  in  the  custody  of  such  bankrupt  or  of  any  other  person 
in  prison. 

[Section  XXVII.]  (Section  XXVIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  so  appre- 
hended shall,  within  the  time  allowed,  submit  to  be  examined 
and  conforms  as  if  he  had  surrendered,  such  person  shall  have 
the  benefit  of  this  act  as  if  he  had  voluntarily  come  in. 

[Section  XXVIII.]  (Section  XXIX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  person  who  shall 
give  credit  on  securities  payable  at  future  days  to  persons  who 
are  or  shall  become  bankrupts,  upon  good  consideration,  bona 
fide,  for  money  or  other  thing  not  due  before  the  time  of  such 
person  becoming  bankrupt,  shall  be  admitted  to  prove  their 
securities  or  agreements,  as  if  they  were  payable  presently, 
and  shall  have  a  dividend  in  prox)ortion  to  the  other  creditors, 
discounting  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  from  the 
actual  payment  to  the  time  such  money  would  have  become  due; 
and  the  obligor  in  any  bottomree  or  respondentia  bond,  and  the 
assured  in  a  i)olicy  of  insurance  shall  be  admitted  to  claim;  and 
after  the  loss  or  contingency  to  prove  the  debt  thereon  in  like 
manner  as  if  the  same  had  happened  before  issuing  the  commis- 
sion. 
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And  the  bankrupt  shall  be  discharged  from  such  securities, 
as  if  such  money  had  been  due  and  payable  before  the  time 
of  his  becoming  bankrupt;  and  such  creditors  may  petition  for 
a  commission  or  join  in  petitioning. 

[Section  XXIX.]  (Section  XXX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  creditor  having 
security  for  his  debts,  by  judgment,  specialty,  or  other  security, 
*  or  having  no  security,  or  having  made  an  attachment  of  the 
goods  or  chattels,  lands  or  tenements  of  such  bankrupt,  whereof 
there  is  no  execution  served  and  executed  upon  any  the  lands, 
goods  and  estates  of  such  bankrupt  before  such  time  as  he 
shall  become  bankrupt,  shall  not  be  relieved  upon  any  such 
judgement,  8i)ecialty,  attachment,  or  other  security,  for  any  more 
than  a  ratable  part  of  their  debts  with  the  other  creditors 
without  respect  to  any  penalty  contained  in  such  judgment, 
specialty  or  other  security. 

[Section  XXX.]  (Section  XXXI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  case  any  person 
shall  be  committed  by  the  commissioners  for  refusing  to  answer 
or  not  fully  answering  any  question,  the  commissioners  shall 
in  their  warrant  of  commitment  specify  such  question. 

[Section  XXXI.]  (Section  XXXII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  case  any  person 
committed  by  the  commissioner's  warrant  shall  bring  a  habeas 
corpus  in  order  to  be  discharged  and  there  shall  appear  any 
insuflftciency  in  the  form  of  the  warrant  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  court  or  judge  before  whom  such  party  shall  be  brought 
by  habeas  corpus  by  rule  or  warrant  to  commit  such  person  to 
the  same  prison  there  to  remain  until  he  shall  conform  as 
aforesaid  unless  it  shall  be  made  appear  that  he  had  fully 
answered  all  lawful  questions  put  to  him  by  the  commissioners, 
or  in  case  such  person  was  committed  for  not  signing  his  ex- 
amination unless  it  shall  appear  that  the  party  had  good 
reason  for  refusing  to  sign  the  same,  and  in  case  such  gaoler 
to  whom  such  person  shall  be  committed  shall  wilfully  suffer 
such  person  to  escape  or  to  go  without  the  walls  or  doors  of 
the  prison,  such  gaoler  shall  for  such  offence  being  convicted 
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by  indictment  forfeit  Ave  hundred  pounds  for  the  use  of  the 
creditors. 

[Section  XXXII.]  (Section  XXXIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  gaoler  shall 
upon  the  request  of  any  creditor  having  proved  his  debt  and 
producing  a  certificate  thereof  under  the  hands  of  the  commisr 
sioners  (which  the  commissioners  shall  give  without  fee  op 
reward)  produce  such  person  so  committed,  and  in  case  such ' 
gaoler  shall  refuse  to  show  such  person  being  in  his  actual  cus- 
tody at  the  time  of  such  request  to  such  creditor  requesting 
to  see  such  person  such  gaoler  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds 
for  the  use  of  the  creditors  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt 
in  the  name  of  the  creditor  requesting  such  sight. 

[Section  XXXIII.]  (Section  XXXIV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commis- 
sioners or  the  major  part  of  them  shall  have  power  to  compound 
with  the  debtors  of  the  said  bankrupts  in  cases  of  dispute  or 
controversy  by  arbitration  or  otherwise  and  that  all  such  debt- 
ors shall  have  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  a  defalcation  where 
there  are  mutual  debts  between  them  and  the  bankrupt  in  like 
manner  as  in  other  cases. 

[Section  XXXIV.]  (Section  XXXV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  after  any  commis^ 
sion  of  bankrupts  sued  forth  and  dealt  in  by  the  commissioners, 
the  offender  happen  to  die  before  the  commissioners  shall  dis- 
tribute the  goods  or  any  of  them,  the  commissioners  shall  in 
that  case  proceed  in  execution  upon  the  commission  for  the 
offender's  goods,  lands  and  debts  as  they  might  have  done  if  the 
party  were  living. 

[Section  XXXV.]  (Section  XXXVI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  before  the  commis- 
sioners shall  be  capable  of  acting  they  shall  respectively  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  which  shall 
be  administered  by  the  president  or  vice-president  and  after- 
wards filed  in  the  secretary's  office. 

I.  A.  B.  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully,  impartially 
and  honestly,  according  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  knowledge. 
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execute  the  several  powers  and  trusts  reposed  in  me  as  com- 
missioner in  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  against 

and  that  without  favor  or  affection,  prejudice  or 
malice. 

[Section  XXXVI.]  (Section  XXXVII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  action 
shall  be  brought  against  any  commissioner  or  other  person 
having  authority  under  the  commission  for  any  matter  by  force 
of  this  act,  the  defendant  may  plead  not  guilty  and  give  this  act 
in  evidence  and  in  case  of  a  nonsuit,  discontinuance,  or  a  verdict 
or  judgment  for  him  he  shall  have  double  costs. 

[Section  XXXVIL]  (Section  XXXVIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  commis- 
sioners and  the  other  officers  employed  under  the  commission 
for  their  care,  trouble  and  services,  shall  be  allowed,  and  deduct 
out  of  the  amount  of  the  whole  of  the  bankrupt's  estate  which 
is  to  be  divided  among  the  creditors  five  pounds  per  centum 
and  no  more,  to  be  distributed  in  adequate  shares  among  them 
as  they  shall  severally  agree  and  in  case  they  cannot  agree 
then  by  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  in  term  time  or  any 
two  of  them  in  the  vacation. 

[Section  XXXVIII.]  (Section  XXXIX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  and 
the  justices  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  counties  of 
this  state  respectively  shall  have  jurisdiction  and  power  to  dis- 
charge from  personal  imprisonment  all  persons  who  now  are 
or  shall  be  held  in  execution  for  debt  or  demand  (other  than  for 
fine  or  forfeiture  due  to  the  commonwealth,)  although  the  debts 
and  demands  to  which  such  prisoner  may  be  liable  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  any  one  of  such  prison- 
er's creditors:  Provided  always,  That  no  such  relief  from  per- 
sonal imprisonment  be  given  to  any  person  who  shall  be  liable 
to  be  proceeded  against  by  virtue  of  this  act  as  a  bankrupt  till 
six  months  after  such  person  shall  have  been  in  actual  custody 
in  some  gaol  within  this  commonwealth  nor  in  case  such 
prisoner  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  a  bankrupt  within  the  descrip- 
tion of  this  act.    And  that  the  aforesaid  courts  respectively 
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may  and  shall  grant  relief  in  the  premises  to  such  insolvent 
debtors  in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the  same  terms  as  is 
directed  by  the  act  of  assembly  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  insolvent  debtors  within  the  province  of  Pennsylvania/' 
passed  the  fourteenth  day  of  February  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty,  new  style.^ 

[Section  XXXIX.]  (Section  XL.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  and 
be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  this  act  shall 
continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  seven  years  from  the  first 
day  of  January  next  and  no  longer. 

Passed  September  16,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  27,  etc. 

See  the  note  to  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  February  14,  1729-80, 
Chapter  315  and  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  15,  1787, 
Chapter  1275;  March  22,  1793,  Chapter  1663,  April  11,  1798,  Chapter 
1693;  April  18,  1794,  Chapter  1746;  April  4,  1797,  Chapter  1950. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXXIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  DECLARE  AND  ESTABLISH  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  RIGHTS 
OF  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  COUNCIL  OF  THIS  STATE  TO  DRAW  FOR 
THE  PUBLIC  MONEYS  IN  THE  HANDS  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE 
COMMONWEALTH,  AND  TO  REPEAL  DIVERS  ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY 
SO  FAR  AS  THEY  ARE  REPUGNANT  TO  THE  SAME. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  the  executive  authority  of  making 
warrants  and  drawing  for  the  public  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  is  by  the  constitution  of 
this  commonwealth  vested  in  and  belongs  to  the  president  and 
council  of  this  state  and  the  previous  modes  of  taxing  the  i)eople 
and  the  appropriation  of  the  supplies  arising  thence  by  laws  to 
be  solemnly  enacted  belongs  to  the  representatives  of  the  free- 
men of  the  commonwealth  in  general  assembly  met  and  the 
regular  and  orderly  issuing  of  the  public  moneys  under  the 
prudent  regulations  by  one  body  of  men  will  tend  to  economy 
therein  and  will  promote  and  secure  the  regularity  of  the  treas- 
ury accounts: 

And  whereas  divers  acts  of  assembly  heretofore  made  have 
directed  that  the  moneys  of  this  state  in  the  hands  of  the  said 
iSee  the  act  of  February  14, 1729-80,  Chapter  815  and  note. 
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treasurer  shall  be  drawn  for,  issued  and  paid  by  virtue  of 
orders  and  drafts  made  by  divers  public  bodies,  ofllcers  and  per- 
sons: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  none  of  the  public  moneys  of  this  commonwealth  shall  be 
issued  or  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  same  upon  any  other 
warrant,  draft,  order  or  authority  whatsoever  than  the  warrant 
of  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  or  the  warrant  or 
order  of  the  speaker  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  common- 
wealth for  the  time  being  for  the  wages  of  the  members  of  such 
assembly  and  the  wages  and  pay  of  their  officers  as  a  legislative 
body  and  all  other  incidental  expenses,  the  same  warrants  and 
every  of  them  being  first  entered  in  the  office  of  the  comptroller- 
general  of  this  state  and  countersigned  by  him,  and  that  no 
warrant,  draft  or  order  other  than  the  warrants  aforesaid  coun- 
tersigned ap  aforesaid  shall  authorize  the  treasurer  of  this  state 
to  advance,  issue  or  pay  any  of  the  public  moneys  or  be  avail- 
able to  him  as  a  voucher  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  with 
the  commonwealth. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority*  aforesaid.  That  in  all  cases  wherein  by  any 
of  the  laws  of  this  state  any  court  officer,  or  other  person  or 
persons  is  or  are  directed  and  enabled  to  make  drafts  or  orders 
other  than  the  president  or  vice-president  or  speaker  of  the 
general  assembly  for  the  time  being,  as  aforesaid,  on  the  treas- 
urer of  this  commonwealth,  that  from  and  after  the  i>as8ing  of 
this  act  such  court,  officer  person  or  persons  shall  certify  in 
writing  to  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  the  nature 
anS  circumstances  of  such  service,  demand  or  debt,  and  the  sum 
of  money  required  and  proper  to  be  advanced  issued  and  paid 
by  the  treasurer  of  this  commonmealth,  and  thereupon  the  presi- 
dent or  vice-president  and  council  shall  by  warrant  as  aforesaid 
direct  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  to  be  advanced,  issued  and 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state  as  the  same  court,  officer. 
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person  or  persons  might  by  law  have  severally  drawn  for  or 
ordered  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 
Passed  September  17,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  36,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXXV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  GOVBRNMBNT. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  is  proper  that  those  who  dedi- 
cate their  time  and  abilities  to  the  service  of  the  public  ought 
to  be  recompensed  for  the  same  and  it  is  declared  by  the  consti- 
tution of  this  commonwealth,  ^'That  if  any  man  be  called  into 
public  service  to  the  prejudice  of  his  private  affairs  he  has  a 
right  to  a  reasonable  compensation;"  yet  moderation,  frugality 
and  economy  ought  ever  be  kept  in  view  in  this  free  state, 
especially  at  this  time  when  the  distresses  occasioned  by  the 
late  war  are  still  felt  and  whilst  the  loans  and  other  charges 
incurred  by  the  same  require  that  large  taxes  be  levied  in  order 
to  satisfy  and  discharge  the  just  debts  of  this  commonwealth: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  pf  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  following  annual 
salaries,  to  be  paid  quarterly,  and  the  following  daily  allow- 
ances shall  be  the  recompenses  of  the  several  officers  of  this 
state  hereinafter  named,  to  commence  (except  as  to  the  mem- 
bers of  congress)  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  that  is 
to  say: 

To  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  for  the 
time  being  the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  i)ounds  per 
annum. 

To  the  vice-president  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

To  the  attorney-general  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
I>ounds. 

To  the  secretary  of  the  supreme  executive  council  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  including  the  expense  of  clerks, 


1785]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  PennsylvaniaX  89 

and  aa  a  full  recompese  for  all  the  duties  which  the  said  secre- 
tary by  law  or  custom  is  obliged  to  perform. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  secretary  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  shall  continue  to  receive  the  usual  fees  and 
perquisites  of  his  office,  and  shall  make  entry  thereof  in  a  book 
to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose  and  pay  the  same  quarterly 
unto  the  treasurer  of  this  state  on  oath  or  affirmation  under  the 
penalty  of  one  thousand  pounds  for  each  and  every  such  nejrlect 
or  refusal,  to  be  recovered  in  any  court  of  record  by  an  action 
of  debt  at  the  suit  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  use  and  sup- 
port of  government. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  following  daily  wages  shall 
be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  persons  hereafter  mentioned,  to  wit: 

To  the  delegates  or  deputies  of  this  commonwealth  in  the 
congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  every  day's  at- 
tendance in  the  public  service,  each  the  sum  of  six  dollars  or 
forty-flve  shillings. 

To  the  members  of  the  supreme  executive  council  other  than 
the  president  and  vice-president,  for  every  day's  attendance, 
each  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings. 

To  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  assembly,  for  every  day  he  shall 
attend  in  the  general  assembly,  the  sum  of  twenty-two  shillings 
and  sixpence,  - 

To  every  other  member  of  the  house  of  assembly,  for  every 
day  he  shall  attend  in  the  general  assembly  the  sum  of  fifteen 
shillings. 

To  the  clerk  of  the  general  assembly,  for  every  day  he  shall 
attend  upon  his  duty,  the  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings. 

To  the  clerk  assistant  of  the  general  assembly,  for  every 
day  he  shall  attend  upon  his  duty,  the  sum  of  fifteen  shillings. 

To  the  sergeant  at  arms  attending  the  general  assembly, 
for  every  day  he  shall  be  employed  therein,  the  sum  of  ten 
shillings. 

To  the  door-keei)er  of  the  executive  council  and  to  the  door- 
keeper of  the  general  assembly,  for  every  day  they  shall  sev- 
erally attend  upon  their  respective  duties^  the  sum  of  ten 
shillinga 
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[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  each  of  the  delegates  of  this 
state  in  the  honorable  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  members  of  the  supreme  executive  council,  shall  be  fur- 
ther allowed,  in  order  to  answer  and  defray  his  travelling 
charges,  the  sum  of  six-pence  for  every  mile  he  shall  travel, 
once  every  three  months,  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the 
places  where  the  congress  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  state,  respectively,  shall 
sit;  provided  he  so  often  shall  actually  visit  his  family;  and  that 
every  member  of  the  general  assembly  of  this  state  be  further 
allowed  towards  his  travelling  charges,  after  the  same  rate 
once  in  each  sitting  of  the  house,  provided  he  attends;  which 
said  salaries,  wages  and  allowances  for  travelling,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  treasiurer  of  this  state  upon  orders  drawn  for  the  same  by 
the  president  or  vice-president  in  council,  except  the  pay  of  the 
speater,  members  and  clerks  of  the  general  assembly,  the  ser- 
geant at  arms  and  the  door-keeper  of  the  house,  who  are  to 
draw  their  pay  as  usual. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act  of  general  assembly 
entitled,  "An  Act  for  the  support  of  Government  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice,"^  passed  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of 
December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one  and  the  supplement  thereunto  passed  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  February  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,*  shall  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  be  repealed 
and  made  null  and  void. 

(Section  VII.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  said  repeal 
shall  not  hinder  the  payment  and  issuing  of  any  money  that 
has  become  due,  or  shall  become  due  to  any  person  by  and  under 
the  aforesaid  acts. 

(Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  whereas  since  the  closing  of  act,  it 
appears  to  the  general  assembly  that  the  provision  heretofore 
made  for  the  secretary  of  the  supreme  executive  council,  con- 


1  Chapter  967. 
a  Chapter  1006. 


1785]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  91 

Bidering  the  importance  of  his  station^  is  not  sufllcient  to  enable 
the  said  officer  to  employ  an  able  or  sufficient  clerk. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid^  That  notwithstanding  anything  con- 
tained in  the  said  act,  the  further  additional  sum  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  over  and  besides  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds  therein  allowed  to  said  secretary,  shall  be 
allowed  and  issued  to  him  in  order  to  enable  him  to  provide 
and  pay  [an]  able  and  sufficient  clerk,  and  the  same  shall  be 
drawn  for  in  like  manner  as  the  salary  before  mentioned. 

Passed  September  17,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  37. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXXVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  COMMISSIONERS  THEREIN  NAMED  TO  SETTLE 
THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  MANAGERS  OP  A  LOTTERY  SET  UP  AND 
DRAWN  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  BUILDING  NEWARK  ACADEMY  AND 
[A]  GERMAN  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  WHITPAIN  TOWNSHIP  IN 
PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY  AND  REPAIRING  NORRITON  MEETING 
HOUSE  AND  EVERY  OTHER  PERSON  CONCERNED  THEREIN,  AND 
FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  by  petition 
to  the  general  assembly  by  Robert  Porter,  Robert  Carry  and 
William  Armstrong,  that  they,  in  conjunction  with  others,  were 
appointed  managers  of  a  lottery  for  the  purpose  of  building 
Newark  Academy  and  a  German  Lutheran  Church  in  Whitpain 
township  in  Philadelphia  county  and  repairing  Norriton  Meet- 
ing-House, and  that  although  the  said  lottery  hath  been  long 
since  drawn  and  a  great  part  of  the  money  arising  therefrom 
remains  yet  unpaid  or  [un]  appropriated  to  the  uses  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  said  petitioners  have  requested  that  a  law 
may  be  passed  appointing  commissioners  to  settle  with  the 
managers  and  other  persons  concerned  in  the  said  lottery,  their 
executors  and  administrators,  and  to  recover  by  due  course  of 
law,  if  occasion  should  be  the  said  moneys  arising  therefrom 
and  to  apply  the  same  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  said  lottery 
was  intended: 
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Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  Michael  CroU,  Esquire,  and  Isaac 
McGlatharty  of  the  county  of  Montgomery,  and  William  Oli- 
phant  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  be  and  they  are  hereby  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  commissioners  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
the  said  lottery  with  the  said  managers  and  every  other  person 
and  persons  concerned  therein,  their  executors,  administrators 
or  assigns. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  enable  them  to  execute 
and  perform  the  said  duty. 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
all  and  every  the  managers  and  sellers  of  tickets  concerned  in 
the  said  lottery,  their  and  every  of  their  executors  and  admin- 
istrators are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  within  three  months 
next  after  publication  hereof  upon  request  to  them  or  either  of 
them  made  by  the  said  commissioners  to  render  fair  and  just 
accounts  of  the  moneys  by  them  or  any  of  them  received,  with 
the  debts  to  them  or  any  of  them  due  and  owing,  for  or  on  ac- 
count of  tickets  sold,  and  the  names  of  the  person  or  persons 
who  stand  indebted  to  the  said  managers  or  any  of  them  their 
or  any  of  their  executors  or  administrators,  for  tickets  sold  as 
aforesaid,  and  upon  settlement  of  such  accounts  with  the  said 
commissioners  or  a  majority  of  them,  then  the  said  managers 
and  sellers  of  tickets,  and  every  of  them,  their  and  every  of 
their  executors  and  administrators,  upon  any  sum  of  money 
found  in  their  hands  or  from  them  or  either  of  them  due,  or 
from  any  person  or  persons  to  them  or  either  of  them  indebted 
for  tickets  purchased  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  they  are  hereby  en- 
joined and  required  forthwith  to  pay  to  the  said  commisBioners, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  the  sums  respectively  due  to  the  said 
lottery. 

(Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  the  better  to  enable  the  said  managers 
and  sellers  of  tickets  to  settle  and  pay  oflf  their  respective  bal- 
ances to  the  said  commissioners,  all  adventurers  and  purchasers 
of  tickets  in  the  said  lottery  are  hereby  strictly  enjoined  and 
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required  forthwith  to  pay  to  the  said  managers  and  sellers 
of  tickets  all  and  every  the  sum  and  sums  of  money  by  them 
respectively  owing  and  unpaid;  and  in  default  of  payment  as 
aforesaid  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  com- 
missioners or  a  majority  of  them  and  to  and  for  the  managers 
and  sellers  of  tickets  in  the  said  lottery,  to  sue  for  and  recover 
all  such  sums  of  money,  by  action  of  debt,  action  on  the  case, 
or  otherwise  as  may  be  proper  if  above  the  sum  of  ten  pounds, 
in  any  court  of  common  pleas  within  this  CJommonwealth,  if 
ten  pounds  or  under  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  and  upon 
trial  to  give  this  act  and  other  legal  proof  in  evidence,  and  if 
it  shall  appear  to  the  court  and  jury  or  to  the  jury  or  to  the 
justice  of  the  peace  aforesaid,  on  any  trial  by  virtue  of  this  act 
before  them  respectively  had  that  the  sum  demanded  or  any 
part  thereof  is  justly  due  then  the  said  court  or  justice 
respectively  shall  give  judgment  against  the  defendant  for  so 
much  as  shall  appear  to  be  due,  with  costs  of  suit,  and  shall 
award  execution  for  the  same  as  is  usually  done  in  like  actions 
before  them  respectively,  triable  and  determinable  by  the  laws 
of  this  commonwealth.  But  if  no  part  of  the  sum  demanded 
shall  appear  to  be  due  as  aforesaid,  then  the  said  court  and  jus- 
tice, respectively,  shall  give  judgment  for  the  costs  against  the 
plaintiff,  which  costs  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  moneys  recovered 
or  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall 
with  all  convenient  speed,  pay  all  and  every  sum  and  sums  of 
money  by  them  recovered  and  collected  into  the  hands  of  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  be  duly  appointed  to  receive  the  same, 
after  all  prizes,  necessary  costs,  and  incidental  charges  are  paid, 
which  person  or  persons  so  receiving  the  said  sum  or  sums  of 
money  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  apply  the  said 
moneys  to  and  for  the  uses  for  which  the  said  lottery  was  in- 
tended. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  this  act  and  every  article  and 
thing  therein  contained  shall  be  and  continue  in  full  force  for 
and  during  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  publication  thereof 
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and  from  thence  to  the  next  sitting  of  the  general  assembly 
and  no  longer. 

Passed  September  17,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  89. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXXVII. 


AN  ACT  CONCERNING  DIVORCES  AND  ALIMONY. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  is  the  design  of  marriage  and 
the  wish  of  parties  entering  into  that  state  that  it  should  con- 
tinue during  their  joint  lives,  yet  where  the  one  party  is  under 
natural  or  legal  incapacities  of  faithfully  discharging  the  matri-  ^ 
monial  vow,  or  is  guilty  of  acts  and  deeds  inconsistent  with 
the  nature  thereof,  the  laws  of  every  well  regulated  society 
ought  to  give  relief  to  the  innocent  and  injured  person: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  where  a  marriage  hath  been 
heretofore  or  shall  hereafter  be  contracted  and  celebrated  be- 
tween any  two  persons  and  it  shall  be  adjudged  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned  that  either  party  at  the  time  of  the  con- 
tract was  and  still  is  naturally  impotent  or  incapable  of  procrea- 
tion, or  that  he  or  she  hath  knowingly  entered  into  a  second 
marriage  in  violation  of  the  previous  vow  he  or  she  made  to 
the  former  wife  or  husband,  whose  marriage  is  still  subsisting, 
or  that  either  party  hath  committed  adultery  or  wilful  and 
malicious  desertion  and  absence  without  a  reasonable  cause 
for  and  during  the  term  and  space  of  four  years  in  every  such 
case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  innocent  and  injured 
person  to  obtain  a  divorce  not  only  from  bed  and  board  but 
also  from  the  bond  of  matrimony  itself. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  hath  been  or  shall 
be  injured  in  any  of  the  ways  before  mentioned,  the  husband 
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in  his  own  proper  person  or  tiie  wife  by  her  next  friend  may 
exhibit  his  or  her  petition  or  libel  to  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  this  state  in  term  time  or  to  one  or  more  of  the  same 
justices  in  the  vacation,  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  next 
term,  setting  forth  therein  particularly  and  specially  the  causes 
of  his  or  her  complaint,  and  shall  together  with  such  petition 
or  libel  also  exhibit  an  affidavit  on  oath  or  affirmation,  taken 
before  one  of  the  same  justices  or  before  some  justice  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas  or  justice  of  the  peace  within  the  county  in 
this  state  where  he  or  she  resides,  that  the  facts  contained  in 
the  said  petition  or  libel  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  or  her 
knowledge  and  belief,  and  that  the  said  complaint  is  not  made 
out  of  levity  or  by  collusion  between  the  said  husband  and  wife, 
and  for  the  mere  purpose  of  being  freed  and  separated  from 
each  other;  but  in  sincerity  and  truth  for  the  causes  men- 
tioned in  the  said  petition  or  libel;  and  thereupon  a  subpoena 
may  and  shall  issfue  from  the  said  court  signed  by  one  of  the 
justices  thereof,  directed  to  the  person  so  complained  against, 
commanding  him  or  her  to  appear  at  the  next  supreme  court 
to  answer  the  said  petition  or  libel  and  upon  due  proof  at  the 
return  of  the  said  process  that  a  copy  thereof  was  served  either 
personally  on  the  said  party  and  the  original  shown  to  him  or 
her  under  the  seal  of  the  court  or  that  he  or  she  could  not  be 
found,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  was  left  at  the  place  of  his  or  her 
usual  and  last  abode  at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  day  of, 
said  return  inclusive,  if  he  or  she  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
appear,  then  an  alias  subpoena  shall  issue,  returnable  the  first 
day  of  the  next  term,  and  be  served  personally  in  manner  afore- 
said, but  if  he  or  she  cannot  be  found,  then  proclamation  shall 
be  publicly  made  by  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia on  three  several  market-days  at  the  court  house  of 
the  said  city  and  county  and  by  the  sheriff  of  the  proper  county 
on  three  several  days  in  term  time  at  the  court  house  for  the 
party  to  appear  and  answer  as  commanded  by  the  subpoena 
and  that  notice  be  also  given  in  some  of  the  public  newspapers 
of  said  city  for  four  successive  weeks  previous  to  the  retur^ 
day  of  the  said  process;  and  in  the  meantime  the  said  court 
stall  and  may  make  such  preparatory  rules  and  orders  in  the 
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cause  that  the  same  may  be  brought  to  issue  or  a  hearing  at 
the  second  term  when  the  court  may  determine  the  same,  ex 
parte,  if  necessary.  But  if  the  defendant  shall  appear  and 
answer  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  court  and  either  of  the 
parties  shall  desire  any  matter  of  fact  that  is  affirmed  by  the 
one  and  denied  by  the  other  to  be  tried  by  jury  the  same  shall 
be  tried  accordingly  at  bar  or  at  nisi  prius  in  the  county  where 
the  said  fact  is  charged  to  have  arisen,  and  in  case  the  ground 
of  the  petition  or  libel  be  for  the  cause  of  adultery  committed 
within  this  state,  then  and  in  such  cases,  an  authenticated 
transcript  of  the  record  of  the  conviction  and  attainder  of  the 
said  offence  shall  be  filed  together  with  the  said  petition  or 
libel,  and  shall  be  admitted  as  good  evidence  thereof  at  the 
hearing;  but  if  the  said  offence  is  charged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted within  this  state,  and  that  the  party  fled  before  convic- 
tion or  that  is  was  done  beyond  the  seas  or  without  the  limits 
and  jurisdiction  of  this  state,  then  the  same  may  be  put  in 
issue,  and  tried  by  a  jury  at  bar,  if  either  party  shall  desire  the 
same  or,  if  not  desii'ed  to  be  so  tried,  may  be  inquired  into 
by  the  court  in  the  presence  of  the  parties,  or  if  either  of  them 
will  not  attend,  then  ex  parte,  by  the  examination  of  witnesses 
on  interrogatories,  exhibits,  or  other  legal  proof,  had  either 
before  or  at  the  hearing 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  husband  or  wife,  upon 
false  rumor  in  appearance  well  founded,  of  the  death  of  the 
other  (where  such  other  has  been  absent  for  the  sx)ace  of  two 
whole  years)  hath  married,  or  shall  marry  again,  he  or  she  srhall 
not  be  liable  to  the  pains  of  adultery;  but  it  shall  be  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  party  remaining  unmarried,  at  his  or  her  return, 
to  insist  to  have  his  or  her  former  wife  or  husband  restored, 
or  to  have  his  or  her  own  marriage  dissolved,  and  the  other 
party  to  remain  with  the  second  husband  or  wife;  and  in  any 
suit  or  action  instituted  for  this  purpose  within  one  year  after 
such  return,  the  court  may  and  shall  sentence  and  decree 
accordingly. 

[Section  IV. ]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  any  action  or  suit  com- 
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menced  in  the  said  court  for  a  divorce  for  the  cause  of  adultery, 
if  the  defendant  shall  allege  and  prove,  that  the  plaintiff  has 
been  guilty  of  the  like  crime  or  has  admitted  the  defendant 
into  conjugal  society  or  embraces  after  he  or  she  knew  of  the 
criminal  fact,  or  that  the  said  plaintiff  (if  the  husband)  allowed 
of  the  wife's  prostitutions,  and  received  hire  for  them,  or  ex- 
posed his  wife  to  lewd  company  whereby  she  became  ensnared 
to  the  crime  aforesaid;  it  shall  be  a  good  defence  and  a  perpetual 
bar  against  the  same. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  supreme  court:  after  hearing  any  cause  commenced 
before  them  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  determine  the  same  as  to 
law  and  justice  shall  appertain,  by  either  dismissing  the  peti- 
tion or  libel  or  sentencing  and  decreeing  a  divorce  and  separa- 
tion from  the  nuptial  ties  or  bonds  of  matrimony,  or  that  the 
marriage  is  null  and  void,  agreeably  to  the  prayer  thereof  and 
that  after  such  sentence  nullifying  or  dissolving  the  marriage, 
all  and  every  the  duties,  rights  and  claims  accruing  to  either 
of  said  parties  at  any  time  theretofore  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
marriage  shall  cease  and  determine,  and  the  said  parties  shall 
severally  be  at  liberty  to  marry  again  in  like  manner  as  if  they 
never  had  been  married. 

(Section  VII.  P.L.)  Provided  always  nevertheless.  That  he 
or  she  who  hath  been  guilty  of  the  adultery  may  not  marry  the 
person  with  whom  the  said  crime  was  committed  during  the  life 
of  the  former  husband  or  wife:  Provided  also.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  or  affect  or 
render  illegitimate  any  children  bom  of  the  body  of  the  wife, 
during  the  coveture. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  where  any  woman  shall  be 
divorced  aa  aforesaid,  and  shall  afterward  openly  cohabit  at 
bed  and  board  with  the  person  named  in  the  petition  or  libel 
and  proved  to  be  the  partaker  in  her  crimes^  she  shall  not 
and  she  is  hereby  declared  to  be  incapable  to  alienate,  directly 
or  indirectly,  any  of  her  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments, 
but  that  all  deeds,  wills,  appointments,  and  conveyances  there- 

7— XII 


98  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Penmylvania.  [1785 

of,  shall  be  absolutely  void  and  of  none  effect,  and  after  her 
,  death,  the  same  shall  descend  and  be  subject  to  distribution,  in 
like  manner  as  if  she  had  died  seized  thereof  intestate. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  Provided  always  and  it 
is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  a  divorce  from  the  bond  of  matri- 
mony by  virtue  of  this  act  who  is  not  a  citizen  of  this  state  and 
who  has  not  resided  therein  at  least  one  whole  year  previous 
to  the  filing  his  or  her  petition  or  libel. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  husband  shall  malicious- 
ly, [either]  abandon  his  family  or  turn  his  wife  out  of  doors,  or 
by  cruel  and  barbarous  treatment  endanger  her  life  or  offer  such 
indignities  to  her  person  as  to  render  her  condition  intolerable 
or  life  burdensome,  and  thereby  force  her  to  withdraw  from  his 
house  and  family,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  supreme 
court  upon  complaint  and  due  proof  thereof  in  manner  afore- 
said, at  the  first  or  any  subsequent  term,  to  grant  the  wife  a 
divorce  from  bed  and  board  and  also  to  allow  her  such  alimony 
as  her  husband's  circumstances  will  admit  of,  so  as  the  same 
do  not  exceed  the  third  part  of  the  annual  profits  or  income  of 
his  estate,  or  of  his  occupation  of  labor;  or  to  decree  but  one 
of  them,  as  the  justice  of  the' case  shall  require;  which  shall  con- 
tinue until  a  reconciliation  shall  take  place,  or  until  the  hus- 
band shall  by  his  petition  or  libel  offer  to  receive  and  cohabit 
with  her  again  and  to  use  her  as  a  good  husband  ought  to  do; 
and  then  in  such  cases  the  court  may  either  suspend  the  afore- 
said sentence  or  decree  or  in  case  of  her  refusal  to  return  and 
cohabit  under  the  protection  of  the  court  to  discharge  and 
annul  the  same  according  to  their  discretion;  and  if  he  fails 
in  performing  his  said  offers  and  engagements  the  former  sen- 
tence or  decree  may  be  revived  and  enforced  and  the  arrears 
of  the  alimony  ordered  to  be  paid. 

[Section  IX.]    (Section  XI.  P.L.)   And  be  it  further  enacted 

by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  court  may  award  costs 

to  the  party  in  whose  behalf  the  sentence  or  decree  shall  pass 

or  that  each  party  shall  pay  his  or  her  own  costs  as  to  them 

'  shall  appear  to  be  reasonable  and  just. 
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[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  either  of  the  parties  in  any 
suit  or  action  to  be  brought  in  pursuance  of  this  act  after  the 
final  sentence  or  decree  given  may  appeal  therefrom  to  the 
high  court  of  errors  and  appeals  upon  entering  into  a  recog- 
nizance before  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court,  with  at 
least  one  good  surety,  in  a  sum  amounting  to  double  the  costs 
incurred  in  the  said  supreme  court,  conditioned  to  prosecute 
the  said  appeal  with  effect,  and  the  said  appeal  may  and  shall 
be  prosecuted  and  conducted  in  the  manner  prescribed  and 
directed  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting  an  high  court 
of  errors  and  appeals^^  with  respect  to  appeals  from  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty,  and  the  register  of  the  probate  of  wills,  and 
for  granting  letters  of  administration,  within  this  state;  and 
their  judgment  with  all  the  proceedings,  shall  be  again  remitted 
to  the  supreme  court  as  in  other  cases. 

Passed  September  19,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  41,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCLXXXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENCOURAGE  AND  PROTECT  THE  MANUFACTURES  OF 
THIS  STATE  BY  LAYING  ADDITIONAL  DUTIES  ON  THE  IMPORTA- 
TION OF  CERTAIN  MANUFACTURES  WHICH  INTERFERE  WITH 
THEM. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  divers  useful  and  beneficial  arts 
and  manufactures  have  been  gradually  introduced  into  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  same  have  at  length  risen  to  a  very  consider- 
able extent  and  perfection,  insomuch  that  during  the  late  war 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain  when 
the  importation  of  European  goods  was  much  interrupted  and 
often  very  difficult  and  uncertain,  the  artizans  and  mechanics 
of  this  state  were  able  to  supply  in  the  hours  of  need  not  only 
large  quantities  of  weapons  and  other  implements  but  also 
ammunition  and  clothing,  without  which  the  war  could  not 
have  been  carried  on,  whereby  their  oppressed  country  was 
greatly  assisted  and  relieved: 

1  Passed  February  28,  1780,  Chapter  879. 
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(Section  II.  P.L.)  And  whereas,  although  the  fabrics  and 
manufactures  of  Europe  and  other  foreign  parts  imported  into 
this  country  in  times  of  peace  may  be  afforded  at  cheaper  rates 
than  they  can  be  made  here  yet  good  policy  and  a  regard  to  the 
well  being  of  divers  useful  and  industrious  citizens  who  are 
employed  in  the  making  of  like  goods  in  this  state  demand  of 
us  that  moderate  duties  be  laid  on  certain  fabrics  and  manu- 
factures imported,  which  do  most  interfere  with  and  which 
(if  no  relief  be  given)  will  undermine  and  destroy  the  useful 
manufactures  of  the  like  kind  in  this  country: 

For  this  purpose: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  further  and  additional  duties 
as  hereinafter  specified  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  on 
the  importation  into  this  state  of  certain  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise enumerated  and  particularized  in  this  act,  of  foreign 
product,  growth  or  manufacture;  and  the  same  duties  shall  be 
collected,  secured  and  paid  in  like  manner  for  like  continuance 
as  the  impost  of  two  and  a  half  per  centum  is  or  shall  be  col- 
lected, secured  and  paid  subject  to  like  regulations,  seizure [s] 
and  forfeiture [s]  and  entitled  to  like  drawbacks  upon  re-expor- 
tation, and  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  shall  be 
subject  to  like  account  and  responsibility  for  the  same:  That 
is  to  say: 

Upon  any  coach,  chariot  or  landau  or  other  carriage  having 
four  wheels,  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds. 

Upon  every  chaise,  chair,  kittereen,  curricle  or  other  car- 
riage having  two  wheels,  ten  pounds;  and  in  the  same  propor- 
tion for  any  parts  of  such  carriages. 

Upon  every  clock,  thirty  shillings.  ^ 

Upon  every  dozen  packs  of  playing  cards,  seven  shillings  and 
six-pence. 

Upon  every  dozen  reaping  hooks  and  sickles,  twelve  shillings. 

Upon  every  dozen  scythes,  except  dutch  and  german,  fifteen 
shillings. 
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Upon  every  hundredweight  of  refined  sugar,  eight  shillings 
and  four  pence. 

Upon  every  gallon  of  beer,  ale,  porter  and  cider,  six  pence. 

Upon  every  dozen  bottles  of  beer,  ale  porter  or  cider,  four 
shillings. 

Upon  all  malted  barley  or  other  malted  grain,  five  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  salted  or  dried  fish,  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
for  every  hundred  weight  thereof. 

Upon  every  hundredweight  of  cheese  and  butter,  eight  shil- 
lings and  four  pence. 

Upon  all  beef,  two  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  pork,  five  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  every  pound  of  soap,  except  castile  soap,  one  penny. 

Upon  every  pound  of  chocolate,  four  pence. 

Upon  every  pound  of  candles  of  tallow  or  wax,  one  penny. 

Upon  every  pound  of  glue,  two  pence. 

Upon  every  pound  of  starch  and  of  hair  powder,  one  penny. 

Upon  all  hulled  barley,  dried  peas  and  mustard,  ten  per 
centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  manufactured  tobacco  other  than  snuff,  six  pence 
for  every  pound  thereof. 

Upon  every  pound  of  snuff  including  the  bottles,  canister,  or 
other  package,  one  shilling. 

Upon  all  lamp  black,  cotton  and  wool  cards,  manufactured 
leather,  pasteboards,  parchment,  writing,  printing,  wrapping 
and  sheathing  paper,  and  paper  hangings,  ten  per  centum  ad 
valorem. 

Upon  every  pair  of  men's  and  women's  leathern  shoes,  two 
Bhillings. 

Upon  every  i)air  of  women's  silken  shoes,  or  slippers,  two 
shillings  and  six  pence. 

Upon  every  pair  of  women's  stuff  shoes  or  slippers,  one 
shilling. 

Upon  every  pair  of  boots,  five  shillings. 

Upon  every  saddle  for  men's  of  women's  use,  twelve  shillings 
and  sixpence. 

Upon  every  ounce  of  wrought  gold,  twenty  shillings. 
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Upon  every  ounce  of  wrought  silver,  two  shillings. 

Upon  all  utensils  and  vessels  of  pewter,  tin  or  lead,  upon  all 
wrought  copper,  brass^  bell-metal,  and  cast  iron,  ten  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  british  steel,  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  slit  iron,  nail  rods,  and  sheet  iron,  ten  per  centum 
ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  garments  ready  made  for  men's  or  women's  wear,  in- 
cluding castor  and  wool  hats,  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  every  beaver  hat,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence. 

Upon  all  blank  books,  bound  or  unbound,  ten  per  centum  ad 
valorem. 

Upon  all  tarred  cordage,  yams,  or  fixed  rigging,  eight  shil- 
lings and  four  pence,  for  every  hundred  weight  thereof. 

Upon  all  white  ropes,  log-lines,  twine  and  seines,  twelve  shil- 
lings and  sixpence,  for  every  hundredweight  thereof. 

Upon  all  polished  or  cut  stones  in  imitation  of  jewelry,  chim- 
ney pieces  and  tables,  and  other  polished  marble;  upon  all 
cabinet  and  joiner's  work,  horsemen's  whips,  carriage  whips, 
walking  canes,  musical  instruments,  and  instruments  used  in 
surveying,  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  stone  and  earthen  ware,  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  panes,  plates,  vessels  and  utensils  of  british  glass, 
two  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  teas  imported  from  Europe,  or  the  west-indies,  viz; 
upon  every  pound  of  hyson  tea,  sixpence,  upon  every  pound  of 
other  tea,  two  pence. 

Upon  all  rum  imported  in  any  vessel  belonging  to  any  foreign 
state  or  kingdom,  sixpence  for  every  gallon  thereof,  and  the  like 
sum  upon  all  rum  imported  into  this  state  by  land  or  water  from 
any  of  the  United  States  except  it  should  be  made  [to]  appear 
by  the  oath  of  the  exporter,  certified  by  the  collector  of  the  port 
from  whence  it  may  be  last  shipped,  that  it  was  distilled  in 
the  state  from  whence  it  be  imported,  or  that  it  has  been 
imported  into  that  state  by  vessels  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 

Upon  all  wines  and  fruit,  being  of  the  growth  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Portugal  or  of  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  viz;  ui)on 
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all  wines,  one  shilling  for  every  gallon  thereof;  upon  every  box 
of  lemons,  five  shillings;  upon  every  hundred  weight  of  raisins 
or  other  fruit,  seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  the  said  duties  to 
continue  so  long  as  the  flour  of  America  is  prohibited  from  being 
imported  into  the  kingdom  and  territories  aforesaid. 

Upon  every  ton  of  shipping  belonging  in  whole  or  in  part  to 
any  foreign  nation  or  state  whatever  except  such  as  the  honor- 
able the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  entered  into  treaties 
of  commerce  with,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence  for  every  ton 
thereof,  capenters  measure,  for  each  and  every  voyage. 

Upon  all  ready  made  sails,  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  testaments,  psalters,  spelling  books  and  primers,  in 
the  english  and  german  languages;  upon  all  romances,  novels 
and  plays,  to  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  hoi*n  and  tortoise-shell  combs,  fire  per  centum  ad 
valorem. 

Upon  all  saddle-trees,  ten  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

Upon  all  linens  made  of  flax,  two  and  a  half  per  centum  ad 
valorem. 

And  the  same  imposts  and  every  of  them  shall  become  due  and 
payable  to  the  commonwealth  in  manner  as  is  herein  before 
specified  and  directed  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  tin  in  pigs  and  tinned  plates, 
lead,  pewter,  brass,  copper  in  pigs  and  in  plates,  cocoa,  molasses, 
sheep's  wool,  cotton  wool,  hemp,  flax,  all  dying  woods  and  dying 
drugs^  whale  oil  and  other  fish  oil,  skins  and  hides  shall  [be] 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  exonerated  and  dis- 
charged of  all  impost  and  duty  upon  the  importation  of  them 
or  any  of  them  from  any  place  whatsoever;  and^that  the  hun- 
dredweight herein  before  mentioned  shall  be  deemed  to  be 
one  hundred  avoirdupois,  containing  one  hundred  and  twelve 
pounds. 

[Section  III.l  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  a  separate  account  shall 
be  kept  of  the  product  and  amount  of  the  revenue  which 
shall  become  payable  to  the  commonwealth  out  of  and  from 
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the  additional  imposts  declared  and  enacted  by  this  act,  and 
the  same  shall  be  rendered  to  the  comptroller  general  of  this 
state  and  to  the  general  assembly  and  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council,  in  like  manner  as  the  former  impost  laws 
have  directed  conceraing  the  former  impost  revenue 

Section  IV.  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  [sic]  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  an  additional  impost 
of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem  in  like  manner  as  is  herein  be- 
fore directed  shall  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  to  the  use  of 
this  commonwealth  on  the  importation  into  this  state  by  land 
or  by  water  of  all  foreign  manufactures  of  refined  iron  or  of  re- 
fined iron  and  steel  or  of  steel  not  otherwise  especially  rated 
and  charged  in  and  by  this  act,  except  wire,  files,  tinned  plates 
and  [Dutch  or]  German  scythes  and  cutting  knives;  and  an  im- 
post in  like  manner  of  seven  and  an  half  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  all  foreign  made  carpenter's  work,  blocks  for  shipping  and 
sheeves  for  ship  use  and  upon  all  foreign  leather  as  well  tawed 
as  tanned  leather,  not  otherwise  herein  before  rated  and 
charged  and  upon  all  turner's  work  and  turner's  wares;  and 
that  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  responsi- 
ble for  the  same  and  shall  [pay]  over  the  moneys  which  shall 
come  to  his  hands  therefrom  to  the  treasurer  of  this  common- 
wealth and  that  he  shall  account  for  the  same  in  like  manner 
and  to  like  eflfect  ?is  is  provide  by  law  concerning  the  former  im- 
post revenues  of  this  state. 

Passed  September  20,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  44,  etc. 

See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  December  24,  1785,  Chapter  1198; 
April  8, 17S6,  Chapter  1227;  September  26, 1786,  Chapter  1254;  March 
15,  1787,  Chapter  1276;  March  29,  1788,  Chapter  1346. 


1785]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  105 


CHAPTER  MOLXXXIX. 


AN  ACT  TO  APPROPRIATE  THE  SUM  OP  TWO  THOUSAND  POUNDS  OP 
THE  PUBLIC  MONEYS  TO  THE  LAYING  OUT  AND  MAKING  OP  AN 
HIGHWAY  FROM  THE  WESTERN  PARTS  OP  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY 
TO  THE  TOWN  OF  PITTSBURGH,  AND  TO  AUTHORIZE  THE  PRESI- 
DENT IN  COUNCIL  TO  APPOINT  COMMISSIONERS  TO  LAY  OUT  THE 
SAME. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  opening  and  maintaining  of 
highways  and  roads  between  the  several  parts  of  this  common- 
wealth is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  intercourse,  com- 
merce thereof,  and  to  the  due  administration  of  justice  therein, 
and  although  divers  laws  have  been  heretofore  made  for  the 
opening,  amending  and  repairing  of  the  highways  and  roads  of 
this  state  yet  the  said  laws  are  not  in  all  cases  sufficient  for  the 
opening  and  making  of  highways  through  the  mountainous 
parts  of  the  state,  especially  while  the  settlements  are  new  and 
the  inhabitants  few  in  number  and  unequal  to  the  making  of 
such  highways  as  the  public  services  require: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  no  state  highway  hath  been 
heretofore  laid  out  by  public  authority  between  the  western 
parts  of  the  county  of  Cumberiand  and  the  town  of  Pittsburgh 
situate  at  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Monongahela  and  Allegheny 
in  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  and  it  is  highly  expedient  that 
such  highway  should  be  laid  out  and  established  with  all  con- 
venient speed: 

[Sectiou  I.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  president  and  in  his 
absence  the  vice-president  in  council  may  and  shall  nominate 
and  appoint  three  substantial  and  discreet  freeholders,  dwell- 
ing within  any  part  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  ex- 
cept in  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Westmoreland,  Washington  and 
Fayette,  to  [view]  survey  and  lay  out  a  state  highway  from  Mil- 
ler's springs  in  Cumberland  county  in  as  direct  and  straight  a 
manner  as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  and  the  situation 
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of  the  ground  will  admit  to  Pittsburgh;  which  highway  shall 
[throughout  the  whole]  length  of  the  same  (except  in  the  town 
of  Bedford)  be  of  the  breadth  of  sixty  feet;  and  the  same  com- 
missioners or  a  major  number  of  them  shall  meet  together  and 
proceed  to  perform  the  said  service  at  such  time  and  times  and 
in  such  a  manner  as  the  president  or  in  his  absence  the  vice- 
president  in  council  shall  direct;  and  the  said  commissioners 
or  the  major  number  of  them  shall  from  time  to  time  report 
their  proceedings  by  virtue  of  this  act  to  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council  who  thereupon  may  if  they  see  fit  establish 
the  same,  or  otherwise  may  appoint  [three  other]  such  free- 
holders as  aforesaid  to  review  the  said  highway  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  upon  the  report  of  the  commissioners  last  men- 
tioned the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  shall  judge  of 
and  finally  determine  the  course  and  direction  of  the  said  high- 
way. And  the  said  highway  when  [it]  shall  be  so  established 
shall  be  and  remain  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  state  high- 
way between  the  western  parts  of  the  county  of  Cumberland 
and  the  town  of  Pittsburgh,  and  the  coui'ses  and  distances  and 
other  circumstances  of  the  said  highway  shall  be  entered  at 
length  in  the  council  book,  which  entry  shall  be  deemed  a 
record  thereof. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  shall 
be  allowed  for  their  labor  and  trouble  in  the  laying  out  of  the 
said  highway  the  sum  of  two  dollars  each  for  every  day  they 
shall  be  employed  therein;  and  the  president  or  in  his  absence 
the  vice-president  in  council  shall  also  grant  to  the  said  commis- 
sioners proper  and  necessary  assistants  for  the  better  perform- 
ing the  same  service  and  shall  ascertain  the  recompense  to  be 
made  to  such  assistants. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
pounds  of  the  moneys  of  this  state  which  hath  become  due  to 
the  commonwealth  before  the  first  day  of  November  last  by  vir- 
tue of  the  impost  laws  shall  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  appro- 
priated to  the  purpose  aforesaid;  and  to  assist  the  inhabitants 
of  such  townships  through  which  the  said  highway  may  be  laid 
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out  aa  contain  high  and  difficult  mountains  or  other  broken 
ground  to  open  and  make  the  said  highway.  And  the  president 
or  vice-president  in  council  shall  appoint  suitable  persons  to 
direct  the  laying  out  of  the  said  moneys  in  the  opening  and  mak- 
ing of  such  parts  of  the  said  highway  as  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council  shall  judge  to  be  most  useful  and  neces- 
sary; always  preferring  the  more  rugged  and  least  habitable 
parts  of  the  country  through  which  the  said  highway  may  be 
laid  out  for  the  applying  of  the  moneys  aforesaid. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  [said]  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand pounds  which  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the  purposes 
aforesaid  shall  be  issued  by  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth 
upon  warrants  to  be  drawn  by  the  president  or  in  his  absence 
by  the  vice-president  in  council;  such  warrants  severally  to  be 
first  entered  in  the  office  of  the  comptroller-general  of  this  state; 
and  every  person  who  shall  receive  any  money  by  virtue  of  any 
such  warrant  shall  be  accountable  for  the  same  before  the  said 
comptroller-general  in  like  manner  as  other  persons  are  or  may 
be  accountable  who  be  entrusted  with  the  public  money. 
Passed  September  21,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  46,  etc 


CHAPTER  MCLXC. 


AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  THE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  TO  DRAW 
AN  ORDER  ON  THE  TREASURER  OF  THIS  STATE  FOR  THE  SUM  OP 
8IXTY-[SEVEN]  POUNDS  AND  THREE  PENCE  IN  FAVOR  OF  DAVID 
MEADE,  ESQUIRE. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  a  petition  presented  to  this 
house  by  David  Meade,  Esquire,  it  is  therein  set  forth  that  he 
was  appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  Wyoming  in  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  that  during  the  late  disturbances  there  he 
has  endeavored  by  every  legal  means  in  his  power  to  prevent 
irregularities  and  promote  obedience  to  the  laws  of  this  state, 
that  at  the  desire  of  the  committee  lately  sent  by  order  of  this 
house  into  that  country  he  was  requested  to  continue  there  as 
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long  as  possible  for  the  above  purposes  by  which  means  he  has 
been  subjected  to  heavy  expenses  in  giving  information  to  gov- 
ernment and  other  matters  and  praying  relief  in  the  premises; 
and  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  the  expenses  aforesaid  be 
paid: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  supreme  executive  council  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  an  order  on  the  treas- 
urer of  this  state  for  the  sum  of  sixty-seven  pounds  and  three 
pence,  being  the  balance  due  him. 

Passed  September  22,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  58,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOLXCI. 


AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  DEBORAH  IRVINE  TO  RECEIVE  THE  INTEREST 
UPON  HER  HUSBAND  JAMES  IRVINE'S  DEPRECIATION  CERTIFICATE 
DURING  HIS  ABSENCE. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  provision  hath  lately  been  made 
by  law  for  settling  the  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  officers  of  the 
navy  of  this  state  deranged  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  and  the  comptroller-general  was  di- 
rected to  grant  like  certificates  for  the  same  as  had  been  granted 
to  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

And  whereas  in  consequence  of  said  act,  the  account  of  Cap- 
tain James  Irvine  late  an  officer  as  aforesaid  hath  been  settled 
and  a  certificate  in  his  favor  hath  been  delivered  to  his  wife 
Deborah  Irvine,  he  being  then  absent,  a  prisoner  with  the  Al- 
gerines,  and  still  continuing  in  captivity. 

And  whereas  from  the  circumstances  of  his  captivity  as  afore- 
said and  other  causes  and  satisfactory  proofs  it  appears  that 
he  never  hath  alienated  his  right  to  the  said  certificate  but  is 
prevented  by  his  present  distressing  situation  from  attending 
to  take  the  oath  of  non-alienation  as  required  by  law: 


1785]  TJie  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  109 

Therefore,  in  order  to  relieve  the  distresses  of  his  family: 
[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  interest  upon  the  certificate  for 
the  depreciation  of  the  pay  of  Captain  James  Irvine  aforesaid 
shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Deborah  Irvine  in  the  same  manner  as 
interest  is  paid  upon  other  unalienated  depreciation  certificates, 
anything  contained  in  any  former  law  directing  that  an  oath 
shall  previously  be  taken  by  the  original  owner  before  the  comp- 
troller-general or  a  prothonotary  of  one  of  the  counties  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  September  22,  17S6.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  51,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCXCII. 


AN  ACT  TO  SBTTLE  AND  ADJUST  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  OFFICERS 
OF  THIS  STATE  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WHO 
WERE  DERANGED  BY  THE  RESOLUTION  OF  CONGRESS  PASSED 
THE  FOURTH  DAY  OF  JUNE.  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED 
AND  SBVENT  3f -EIGHT. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  the 
said  officers  should  receive  equal  compensation  for  their  services 
with  that  given  to  the  other  officers  of  this  state  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  so  far  aB  to  the  depreciation  of  their  pay: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  comptroller-general  be  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  adjust  the  depreciation 
due  on  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  late  Pennsylvania  line,  de- 
ranged as  aforesaid  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  during  the  time  they  were  continued  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  and  to  issue  certificates  for  the  same 
to  the  officers  deranged  a»  aforesaid  and  that  the  certificates 
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so  to  be  given  together  with  the  interest  thereon  shall  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  funded  and  made  payable  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  at  the  same  time  as  those  already  granted  to  the  other 
oflBicers  of  this  state  in  the  service  of  the  United  States:  Provided 
nevertheless,  That  such  of  the  said  ofllcers  who  have  received 
the  year's  pay  allowed  by  congress  shall  be  chargeable  with  and 
account  for  the  same  out  of  the  moneys  that  may  be  due  to  them 
for  depreciation. 

Passed  September  22,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  51,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCXCIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  THE  MEASUREMENT  OF  CORN  AND  SALT 
IMPORTED  INTO  THE  PORT  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  ordinance  of  the  late  corpo- 
ration of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  a  measurer  of  corn  and  salt 
was  appointed  with  certain  powers  and  under  certain  regu- 
lations which  have  been  variously  exercised  and  attended  to 
since  the  revolution,  but  without  any  express  provision  by  law, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  establish  such  an  officer  and  to  prescribe 
his  duties  and  power: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  there  be  appointed  by  the 
supreme  executive  council  of  this  commonwealth  some  proper 
and  discreet  person  to  be  the  measurer  of  all  kinds  of  com  and 
salt  imported  or  brought  into  the  port  and  city  of  Philadelphia 
for  sale,  which  officer  before  he  enters  on  the  duty  of  the  office 
ahall  take  and  subscribe,  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of 
cumuioii  pleas  f<jv  tlie  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  oath  or 
affirmation  that  he  will  in  all  things  well  and  faithfully  execute 
the  office  of  measurer  of  com  and  salt  within  the  city  and  port 

Philadelphia  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
the  directions  eOBtained  in  this  act. 
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[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid^  That  the  duty  of  the  said  officer  shall  be: 

To  provide,  at  his  own  costs  a  sufficient  number  of  barred 
half  bushel  measures  for  com  and  unbarred  half  bushel  mea^ 
urea  for  salt,  made  of  dry  well  seasoned  white  oak,  and  to  have 
the  same  compared  with  and  regulated  by  the  public  standard 
half  bushel  measure  kept  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  least 
twice  in  every  year  that  the  same  shall  be  used: 

To  employ  a  sufficient  number  of  able  bodied  and  trusty  per- 
sons to  act  as  his  deputies  in  the  measuring  and  striking  all 
kinds  of  com  and  salt  which  shall  be  imported  and  brought  into 
the  city  or  port  of  Philadelphia  for  sale,  which  deputies  before 
they  shall  take  upon  themselves  to  measure  any  com  or  salt 
shall  take  and  subscribe  before  one  of  the  said  judges  the  like 
oath  or  affirmation  herein  before  mentioned : 

That  the  said  officer  shall  upon  notice  to  him  given  in  writing 
that  any  ship,  shallop  or  vessel,  boat,  cart  or  wagon,  hath  im- 
ported or  brought  into  the  city  or  jyort  any  com  or  salt  and  that 
the  same  is  sold  and  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  purchaser,  send 
one  or  more  of  his  deputies  within  two  hours  to  measure  the 
same;  which  deputy  or  deputies,  taking  with  them  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  said  half  bushel  measures,  therewith  shall  well 
and  faithfully  measure  the  same  and  forthwith  deliver  to  the 
seller  an  account  of  the  number  of  bushels  by  him  measured 
and  delivered  and  a  duplicate  thereof  to  the  buyer  and  shall 
every  day  on  which  he  shall  measure  any  com  or  salt  return 
to  the  said  officer  an  account  of  the  whole  quantity  by  him 
measured  with  the  name  of  the  seller  and  buyer,  and  the  ship, 
vessel,  boat,  cart  or  wagon  from  which  the  same  was  delivered. 

The  said  officer  shall  keep  a  fair  book  in  which  he  shall  ro- 
ister the  date,  names  of  the  sellers  and  buyers,  the  quantity  and 
species  of  the  com  and  salt  measured,  which  book  shall  be  open 
for  the  inspection  of  the  sellers  and  buyers  at  any  time  when 
they  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  to  the  same. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  officer  for  keeping  the 
said  measures  and  registry  and  performing  the  other  duties 
hereby  enjoined  shall  be  entitled  to  demand,  receive  and  re- 
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cover  from  the  buyers  of  all  kinds  of  com  and  salt  after  the  rate 
of  nine  pence  for  every  one  hundred  bushels  thereof  bought  and 
sold  within  the  city  and  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  no  more. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  deputy-measurers  aforesaid 
shall  be  entitled  to  demand,  receive  and  recover,  of  and  from 
the  sellers  of  all  kinds  of  corn  which  they  or  any  of  them  s^all 
measure  by  filling  and  striking  the  measures,  after  the  rate  of 
one  shilling  and  six-pence  for  every  one  hundred  bushels,  and 
no  more;  and  for  all  salt  which  the  sellers  shall  cause  to  be 
filled  into  the  measures,  and  the  said  deputies  shall  strike  and 
keep  an  account  of  after  the  rate  of  one  shilling  for  every  hun- 
dred bushels,  and  no  more. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  complaint  made  by  any 
two  dealers  in  com  or  salt  dwelling  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  or  district  of  Southwark 
to  the  supreme  executive  council  that  the  officer  hereby  directed 
to  be  by  them  appointed  shall  have  misbehaved  himself  in  or 
neglected  the  duty  of  his  office,  they  shall  summon  him  and  the 
complainants  to  appear  before  them  and  if  he  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  to  appear,  or  upon  hearing  the  complaint  against  him 
shall  appear  to  be  well  founded  they  shall  remove  him  from  the 
office  and  appoint  another  in  his  place  and  so  often  as  such 
complaints  shall  be  made  against  the  officer  for  the  time  being. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  a  like  complaint  to  be 
made  to  two  of  the  justices  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for 
the  county  of  Philadelphia  that  any  of  the  deputies  of  the  said 
officer  has  misbehaved  himself  or  neglected  his  duty  the  said 
two  justices  shall  in  like  manner  summon  the  party  complained 
of  and  if  they  see  cause,  deprive  him  of  the  office  of  deputy -mea- 
surer after  which  he  shall  not  be  qualified  to  measure  any  grain 
or  salt  bought  or  sold  within  this  city  or  port. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  any  retailers 
of  com  or  salt  in  or  out  of  any  store  or  the  public  market  places 
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in  this  city,  township  or  district  aforesaid,  nor  to  entitle  the 
said  officer  to  the  reward  aforesaid  upon  any  com  or  salt  which 
has  been  once  measured  in  manner  aforesaid  and  delivered  into 
any  store,  wai*ehouse  or  granary  in  the  said  city,  township  or 
district. 

Passed  22d  of  September,  17S5.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  52,  etc. 
^ee  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  2S,  1788,  Chapter  1341. 


CHAPTEli  MCXCIV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  OFFICERS,  SOLDIERS  AND  SEAMEN  WHO 
IN  THE  COURSE  OF  THE  LATE  WAR  HAVE  BEEN  WOUNDED  OR 
OTHERWISE  DISABLED  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THIS  STATE  OR  OF  THE 
UNITED   STATES. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  a  variety  of  laws  have  been  passed 
by  this  state  heretofore  extending  relief  to  numerous  cases: 

And  whereas  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  officers,  sol- 
diers or  seamen  who  have  been  disabled  in  the  late  glorious 
struggle  for  liberty  in  the  service  of  this  state  or  of  the  United 
States  for  whose  relief  provision  hath  not  been  made: 

And  whereas  it  will  contribute  to  good  order  and  regularity 
that  the  laws  upon  this  subject  should  be  all  reduced  to  one 
act,  and  it  is  right  that  the  same  rules  should  be  observed 
towards  all  those  whose  cases  are  similar: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled  have  by  their  act  of  the  seventh  day  of  June 
last  recommended  to  the  several  states,  and  resolved  as  follows, 
^viz.) 

''That  it  be  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  several 
states  to  make  provision  for  officers,  soldiers  and  seamen  who 
have  been  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  viz:" 

1.  "A  complete  list  shall  be  made  out  by  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  each  state  shall  direct  of  all  officers,  soldiers  or  seamen 
resident  in  their  respective  states  who  have  served  in  the  army 
or  navy  of  the  United  States  or  in  the  militia  in  the  service  of 
8— XII 
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the  United  States  and  have  been  disabled  in  such  service  so  as 
to  be  incapable  of  military  duty  or  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  by 
labor.  In  this  list  shall  be  expressed  the  pay,  age,  and  disa- 
bility of  each  invalid,  also  the  regiment,  corps  or  ship  to  which 
he  belonged  and  a  copy  of  the  same  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
office  of  the  secretary  at  war  within  one  year  after  each  state 
shall  pass  a  law  for  this  purpose,  and  a  like  descriptive  list  of 
the  invalids  resident  in  the  respective  states  shall  from  year  to 
year  be  annually  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  at 
war." 

2d.  "No  officer,  soldier  or  seaman,  shall  be  considered  as  an 
invalid  or  entitled  to  pay  unless  he  can  produce  a  certificate 
from  the  commanding  officer  or  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  ship, 
corps  or  company  in  which  he  served  or  from  a  physician  or  sur- 
geon of  a  military  hospital  or  other  good  and  sufficient  testi- 
mony setting  forth  his  disability  and  that  he  was  thus  disabled 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.'' 

3d.  "That  all  commissioned  officers  within  the  aforesaid  de- 
scription, disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  so  as  to 
be  wholly  incapable  of  military  duty  or  of  obtaining  a  liveli- 
hood, be  allowed  a  yearly  pension  equal  to  half  of  their  pay  re- 
spectively. And  all  commissioned  officers  as  aforesaid  who 
shall  not  have  been  disabled  in  so  great  a  degree  be  allowed  a 
yearly  pension  which  shall  correspond  with  the  degree  of  their 
disability  compared  with  that  of  an  officer  wholly  disabled. 
That  all  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  within  the 
aforesaid  description,  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  so  as  to  be  wholly  incapable  of  military  or  garrison  duty 
or  of  obtaining  a  livelihood  by  labor  be  allowed  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five  dollars  per  month.  Aud  all  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  privates  as  aforesaid  who  shall  not  have  been  dis- 
abled in  so  great  a  degree  be  allowed  such  a  sum  as  shall  cor- 
respond with  the  degree  of  their  disability  compared  with  that 
of  a  non-commissioned  officer  or  private  wholly  disabled. 

[4th.]  That  each  state  appoint  one  or  more  persons  of  suita- 
ble abilities  to  examine  all  claimants  and  to  report  whether  the 
person  producing  a  certificate,  setting  forth  that  he  is  an  in- 
valid be  such  in  fact  and  if  such  to  what  pay  he  is  entitled;  and 
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thereupon  the  persons  appointed  to  make  such  inquiry  shall 
give  to  the  invalid  a  certificate  specifying  to  what  pay  he  is  en- 
titled, and  transmit  a  copy  to  the  person  who  may  be  appointed 
by  the  state  to  receive  and  record  the  same. 

[5th.]  That  each  State  be  authorized  to  pay  to  the  commis- 
sioned officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  the  sum 
or  sums  of  which  they  shall  be  respectively  entitled  agreeably 
to  the  before  mentioned  certificates;  the  said  payments  to  be 
deducted  from  the  respective  quotas  of  the  states  for  the  year  in 
which  they  shall  be  made.  Provided  that  no  officer  who  has 
accepted  his  commutation  for  half  pay  shall  be  entered  on  the 
list  of  invalids  unless  he  shall  first  have  returned  his  commuta- 
tion. 

[6th.]  "That  any  state  may  form  such  invalids  under  the 
aforesaid  description  as  are  citizens  of  the  same  and  are  capable 
of  garrison  duty  into  corps  to  be  employed  in  guarding  military 
stores,  aiding  the  police  or  otherwise  as  the  state  may  direct. 

[7th.]  "That  when  invalids  shall  be  formed  into  corps  there 
[shall]  be  quarterly  returns  comprehending  the  pay,  age,  dis- 
ability, regiment,  ship  or  corps  to  which  they  severally  be- 
longed, made  out  and  signed  by  their  commanding  officer  and 
transmitted  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  state  shall  direct 
that  their  pay  made  by  ordered  according  to  said  return. 

[8th.]  That  all  invalids,  as  well  those  formed  into  corps,  as 
those  who  are  not,  shall  annually  apply  themselves  to  a  magis- 
trate of  the  county  in  whose  [sic]  [which]  they  reside  or  may 
be  stationed,  and  take  the  following  oath,  (viz.)     A.  B.  came 

before  me,  one  of  the  justices  for  the  county  of 

in  the  state  of and  made  oath  that  he  was 

examined  by • appointed  by  the  said  state 

(or  commonwealth)  for  that  purpose,  obtained  a  certificate,  or 
had  his  certificate  examined  and  countersigned,  setting  forth 

that  he  had  served  in that  he  was  disabled  by 

and  that  he  now  lives  in  the 

and  in  the  county  of " 

[9th.]  "That  the  affidavits  drawn  according  to  the  above  form 
and  dated  by  a  magistrate  to  be  sent  by  the  said  magistrate  to 
the  person  or  persons  appointed  by  the  state  to  receive  and 
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record  the  same  and  that  a  counterpart  of  the  affidavit  be  pre- 
served by  the  person  taking  it  to  be  exhibited  to  such  persons 
as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  state  to  pay  the  invalids." 

[Section  I.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Therefore  be  it  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  such  officers,  soldiers 
and  seamen  of  the  late  continental  army  or  navy,  militia  of  this 
state  or  Pennsylvania  State  navy,  who  during  the  time  of  their 
actual  sendee  therein,  have  been  wounded,  maimed  or  other- 
wise disabled  so  as  to  prevent  their  obtaining  a  livelihood  by 
their  industry,  shall  during  the  time  of  such  disability  be  en- 
titled to  receive  from  this  state  a  pension  proportionate  thereto, 
not  to  exceed  in  the  case  of  any  commissioned  officer  the  half  of 
the  pay  to  which  he  was  entitled  at  the  time  of  receiving  such 
disability  and  in  the  case  of  any  non-commissioned  officer  or 
private  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  month. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  person  claiming 
the  benefits  of  this  act  shall  make  application  to  the  orphans' 
court  of  the  county  in  which  they  may  reside  and  in  cases  where 
the  applicant  may  not  have  gained  a  residence  to  the  orphans' 
court  of  that  county,  which  may  be  most  convenient  to  him,  and 
produce  sufficient  and  unequivocal  testimony  of  the  regiment, 
battalion,  company,  corps,  ship  of  war  or  other  vessel  in  which 
he  served,  the  time  of  receiving  his  disability,  the  manner,  cause 
and  nature  thereof,  and  the  said  court  are  hereby  authorized  to 
send  for  and  examine  witnesses  upon  oath  touching  the  right 
of  every  such  applicant  and  shall  allow  no  claim  without  due 
proof  from  one  or  more  commissioned  officers  under  whose  com- 
mand the  person  applying  may  have  served  at  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving his  wound  or  other  disability,  from  the  surgeon  who  at- 
tended him  at  the  time  he  was  so  disabled,  or  from  other  re- 
spectable evidence,  having  regard  to  the  casualties  and  remarks 
noted  upon  the  muster  rolls  of  the  regiment,  battalion,  com- 
pany, corps  or  crew,  for  that  time  duly  authenticated  where 
reference  can  be  had  thereto. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)    And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  the  said  court  shall  so 
find  that  the  case  of  any  such  applicant  is  within  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act  they  shall  grant  him  a  certificate  sett- 
ing forth  his  name,  age,  rank,  regiment,  battalion,  corps,  ship 
or  other  vessel,  the  time  of  receiving  his  wounds  or  other  dis- 
abilities and  the  nature  thereof  and  also  the  pension  to  which 
they  have  adjudged  him  to  be  entitled  according  to  this  act. 
Which  certificate  shall  be  transmitted  to  and  lodged  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  comptroller-general  who  shall  cause  fair  returns  to 
be  made  out  thereof  and  furnished  according  to  the  foregoing 
directions  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  and  shall  also  keep 
and  transmit  a  transcript  of  the  same,  placing  the  names  in 
alphabetical  order  so  as  to  prevent  the  same  person  from  pro- 
fiting by  applying  to  the  orphans'  court  of  more  than  one  county. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  comptroller-general 
shall  quartierly  or  oftener  if  directed  by  the  supreme  executive 
council,  report  to  said  council  the  sum  which  may  be  due  to 
those  persons  respectively,  who  shall  thereupon  draw  orders  on 
the  state  treasurer  for  payment  thereof  out  of  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated to  discharge  the  requisitions  of  the  United  States 
within  the  year. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  officer  who  hath  accepted 
and  received  the  commutation  of  his  half  pay  for  life  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  any  benefit  by  virtue  of  this  act  unless  he 
shall  first  have  delivered  up  his  said  commutation  to  some  per- 
son authorized  to  receive  the  same.  And  no  officer  applying 
for  the  benefit  of  this  act,  who  by  the  regulations  of  Congress 
hath  been  entitled  to  the  aforesaid  commutation  shall  be  ad- 
mitted thereunto  until  he  shall  have  produced  from  the  pro- 
per officer  of  the  United  States  a  certificate  that  he  hath  either 
not  received  the  said  commutation  or  having  received  it  that 
he  hath  delivered  up  the  same  again. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  the  orphans'  court  in  the  several  coun- 
ties shall  once  in  every  year  or  oftener  revise  their  proceedings 
herein,  in  order  to  do  justice  and  to  the  end  that  where  the  dis- 
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abilities  of  pensionerg  have  been  removed,  leesened  or  increased 
they  may  take  further  (wder  therein  agreeable  to  this  act  and 
whensoever  any  of  the  said  courts  shall  reduce  or  lessen  the 
pension  of  any  person  they  shall  forthwith  transmit  to  the  comp- 
troller-general's office  a  copy  of  their  order  that  so  the  proper 
abatements  may  be  made  in  the  payment  of  the  pensions. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  nevertheless,  That  no 
person  shall  be  admitted  to  the  benefits  of  this  act  unless  he 
shall  make  application  for  that  purpose  to  the  orphans'  court 
within  three  years  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  law. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
shall  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  from  time  to  time  to  form 
so  many  as  they  shall  think  proper  of  the  invalids  provided 
[for]  by  this  act  of  such  as  are  capable  of  garrison  duty  into  a 
corps  to  be  employed  in  guarding  the  offices  where  public 
records  of  the  state  are  kept,  the  military  stores,  or  such  uses 
as  may  be  necessary  provided  that  the  number  so  taken  into 
service  shall  not  exceed  two  officers  and  twenty-five  men  at  any 
one  time,  and  that  the  said  troops  shall  also  be  entitled  to  ra- 
tions whilst  so  employed  in  addition  to  the  provision  herein 
before  made,  the  said  rations  to  be  contracted  for  or  supplied 
by  directions  from  the  said  council. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  officer  or  soldier 
called  upon  by  the  supreme  executive  council  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  obey  their  directions  herein 
such  person  so  neglecting  or  refusing  shall  from  thenceforth 
forfeit  all  their  right  and  claim  to  the  benefits  and  privileges 
of  this  act. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  officer,  soldier,  marine  or 
seaman  who  receives  his  pension  in  this  state,  shall  sell,  assign 
or  otherwise  alienate  his  right  to  his  said  pension  to  any  person 
or  persons  whatsoever,  except  it  be  for  the  maintaining  such 
pensioner  during  life,  or  as  long  as  he  shall  receive  that  pen- 
sion, and  all  contracts  for  maintaining  during  life,  or  during  the 
time  the  i)ension  lasts,  shall  be  made  in  the  presence  of  two  jus- 
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tices  of  the  peace  and  security  given  to  their  satisfaction^  and 
that  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  presume  to  make  such  pur- 
chase except  as  in  the  case  before  excepted  being  legally  con- 
victed thereof  in  any  court  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  of  this  state  or  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  state  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  equal  to  the  sum  which  he  hath  paid  or  con- 
tracted to  pay  for  such  pensions  to  any  person  who  will  sue  or 
prosecute  for  the  same. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)     And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  act  and  regulation  here- 
tofore made  for  granting  and  paying  pensions  to  disabled  of-  f 
fleers,  non-commissioned  ofllcers,  privates,  marines  and  seamen, 
be  from  henceforth  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  September  22,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  48,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  10,  1787,  Chapter  1269. 


.     CHAPTER  MCXCV. 


/ 

AN  ACT  TO  CONFIRM  TO  THE  TRUSTEES  OP  THE  UNIVERSITY  OP  THE 
STATE  OP  PENNSYLVANIA  DIVERS  ESTATES  THEREIN  ENUMER- 
ATED FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  SAID  SEMINARY  AND  FOR  EN- 
ABUNG  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES  OP  THE  SAID  UNIVERSITY  TO 
CHOOSE  A  NEW  TRUSTEE  IN  THE  STEAD  OF  ANY  OF  THEIR  NUM- 
BER (NOT  BEING  A  TRUSTEE  IN  RIGHT  OP  OFFICE  OR  STATION) 
WHO  SHALL  [BE]  ABSENT  FROM  THE  MEETINGS  OP  THE  SAID 
CORPORATION  DURING  THE  SPACE  OP  SIX  MONTHS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  general  aaeembly  of 
this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  to  confirm  the  estates  and 
interests  of  the  college,  academy,  and  charitable  school  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  to  amend  and  alter  the  charters  there- 
of conformably  to  the  revolution  and  to  the  constitution  and 
government  of  this  commonwealth;  and  to  erect  the  same  into 
an  university,"^  which  was  enacted  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  November  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine,  it  was  for  the  better  enabling  the  trus- 
tees therein  named  and  thereby  appointed  and  their  successors 

1  Chapter  871. 
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to  effectuate  the  pious  and  praiseworthy  designs  of  the  found- 
ers, benefactors  and  contributors  of  the  said  seminary  of  learn- 
ing that  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  supreme  executive  council 
of  this  state  to  reserve  such  and  so  many  of  the  confiscated  es- 
tates which  were  then  unsold  and  unappropriated  as  to  them 
should  seem  necessary  in  order  to  create  a  certain  fund  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  provost,  vice-provost,  masters  and  assist- 
ants of  the  same  university,  and  to  uphold  and  preserve  the 
charitable  school  thereof;  provided,  that  the  yearly  income  of 
such  estates,  so  reserved  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  said 
University,  should  not  exceed  the  yearly  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds,  computing  wheat  at  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  per  bushel. 
And  provided  also,  That  such  reser^' ations  be,  from  time  to  time, 
laid  before  the  general  assembly  of  this  state  for  their  approba- 
tion and  confirmation. 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  since  the  passing  of  the  same 
act  the  confiscated  real  estates  herein  after  mentioned  and  de- 
scribed have  been  severally  reserved  and  appropriated  by  the 
supreme  executive  council  in  pursuance  thereof  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  and  the  same  estates  have  been  delivered  to  the  said 
trustees  accordingly,  that  is  to  say, 

A  rent  charge  of  thirty  bushels  of  wheat  payable  annually  to 
the  said  trustees  out  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
Northern  Liberties  township  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
bounded  by  Germantown  road,  by  land  of  Henry  Naglee  and  of 
,  and  by  Turner's  Lane,  containing  fifty- 
eight  acres  and  thirty-five  perches  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth, in  fee,  to  John  Dunlap,  Thomas  Lawrence  and  James 
Budden  by  deed  dated  the  fourth  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  late  the  estate  of  Joseph  Grleswold. 

A  rent  charge  of  twelve  bushels  and  eleven  twentieth  parts 
of  a  bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  payable 
annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  sit- 
uate in  the  Manor  of  Moreland  then  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, bounded  by  lands  of  John  Butcher,  Jonathan  Comley, 
Joseph  Mitchel  and  Casper  Fetter  containing  one  hundred  acres 
be  the  same  more  or  less,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee 
to  Charles  Walker  by  deed  dated  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  one 
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thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  late  the  estate  of  Joseph 
Comley. 

A  rent  chai'ge  of  twenty  bushels  of  wheat  to  be  annually  paid 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  certain  messuage  or  tenement  and 
lot  of  ground  situate  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Second  street 
from  Delaware  and  Sassafras  street  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
containing  in  breadth  north  and  south  nineteen  feet  and  in 
depth  one  hundred  feet  bounded  southward  by  Sassafras  street, 
eastward  by  a  four  feet  wide  alley  which  divides  this  lot  from 
another  lot  late  of  John  Parrock,  (now  granted  to  Peter  Paris) 
northward  by  another  messuage  and  lot,  late  of  the  said  John 
Parrock  (now  belonging  to  the  trustees  of  the  Univei-sity  of 
Pennsylvania)  and  westward  by  Second  street  aforesaid,  to- 
gether with  the  use  and  privilege  of  the  said  alley,  granted  by 
the  commonwealth  in  fee  to  Christian  Wertz,  John  Schaffer  and 
Jacob  Geiger  by  deed  dated  the  nineteenth  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  late  the  estate  of  John 
Parrock. 

A  rent  chai'ge  of  twenty-two  bushels  of  wheat  payable  an- 
nually to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  certain  three  story  brick  mes- 
suage, bake-house,  stable  and  lot  of  gi'ound,  situate  on  the  west 
side  of  Front  street,  on  Delaware,  between  Sassafras  and  Mul- 
berry streets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  containing  in  breadth 
nineteen  feet,  and  in  depth  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  and 
nine  inches,  bounded  southward  by  ground  of  Edward  Brooks, 
westward  by  the  back  ends  of  Second  street  lots,  northward  by 
a  messuage  and  lot  of  Jonathan  Richards,  and  eastward  by 
Front  street,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee  to  Francis 
Lee  by  deed  dated  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty,  late  the  estate  of  George  Knap- 
per. 

A  rent  charge  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  bushels  and 
four-fifth  parts  of  a  bushel  (the  same  to  be  divided  into  five 
parts)  of  wheat  to  be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of 
two  tracts  of  land  and  the  messuages  and  tenements  thereon 
erected,  situate  in  Lower  Merion  township  then  in  the  county 
of  Philadelphia;  one  of  them  containing  three  hundred  acres, 
][>ounded  by  lands  of  Margaret  Jones,  William  Lewis,  Owen 
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Jones,  Benjamin  Humphreys,  Oonrad  Schitz,  John  Robinson^ 
John  Righter,  and  the  said  Margaret  Jones;  and  the  other  of 
them  containing  seventy-eight  acres  be  the  same  more  of  lesd 
bounded  by  lands  of  Owen  Jones,  William  Lewis  and  the  before 
mentioned  tract  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee  to  Edward 
Milner  by  deed  dated  the  sixteenth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty,  late  the  estate  of  John  Roberts. 

A  rent  charge  of  two  bushels  and  ninetwentieth  parts  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat  to 
be  paid  annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of  land  of  four 
acres  and  forty- [eight]  perches  of  land  bounded  on  the  south 
side  thereof  by  Poplar  Lane  and  by  land  of  John  Peters  and 
others  and  by  Third  street  continued  situate  in  the  Northern 
Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth to  William  Coates,  esquire,  in  fee  by  deed,  dated  the 
thirty-first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Samuel  Shoemaker. 

A  rent  charge  of  thirteen  bushels  and  the  half  of  a  bushel 
of  wheat  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of 
land  situate  in  the  Northern  Liberties  aforesaid  containing 
about  thirty  acres  bounded  by  land  of  Henry  Oiss  and  lands 
late  of  Isaac  Norris  and  Thomas  Bond  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth to  James  Budden,  John  Dunlap,  and  Thomas  Lawrence 

in  fee  by  deed  dated  the ,  late  the  estate 

of  Joseph  Grieswold. 

A  rent  charge  of  seven  bushels  and  the  half  of  a  bushel  of 
wheat,  payable  annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  one  moiety 
or  undivided  equal  half  part  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  Block- 
ley  township  in  Philadelphia  county  containing  about  forty- 
seven  acres  and  the  half  of  an  acre  bounded  by  land  now  or  late 
of  Daniel  Hibbard  and  Thomas  Paschall  on  a  small  run  of  water 
being  a  branch  of  Ck)bbs'  creek  granted  by  the  commonwealth 
in  fee  to  James  Budden,  John  Dunlap  and  Thomas  Lawrence 
by  deed,  dated  the  fourth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Joel  Evans. 

A  rent  charge  of  twenty-four  bushels  and  the  half  of  a  bushel 
of  wheat  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  an  house 
and  lot  of  the  breadth  of  twenty  feet,  situate  in  the  said  city> 
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on  the  east  side  of  Second  street  from  Delaware  between  Wal- 
nut street  and  Spruce  street,  extending  from  Second  street  to 
Dock  street,  bounded  on  the  south  by  ground  late  of  Selwood 
Griffin,  which  house  and  lot  were  granted  by  the  commonwealth 
in  fee  to  Joseph  Deane  by  deed  dated  the  thirty-first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  es- 
tate of  John  Henderson. 

A  rent  charge  of  ten  bushels  and  one-fifth  part  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  being  divided  into  five  parts)  of  wheat  to  be  annually 
paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
Manor  of  Moreland  then  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  contain- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  and  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
four  perches,  bounded  by  lands  of  Richard  Maple,  Derrick  Krew- 
son,  William  Tiller  and  William  Roberts  granted  by  the  com- 
monwealth in  fee  to  George  Benner  by  deed  dated  the  fourth  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late 
the  estate  of  John  Longborough. 

A  rent  charge  of  five  bushels  and  seven-tenths  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat  to  be  annually 
paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  Hat- 
field township  then  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  containing 
one  hundred  and  one  acres,  bounded  by  land  of  Bucha- 

mer,  Martin  Wireman,  Thomas  Davis,  Abijah  Wright,  and 
Thomas  Stiltford  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee  to 
Joseph  Deane  by  deed  dated  the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Jona- 
than Wright. 

A  rent  charge  of  seven  bushels  and  four-tenths  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat  to  be  annually 
paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  the 
township  of  Blockley  in  Philadelphia  county  containing  fifty- 
six  acres  bounded  by  land  late  of  widow  Peters,  George  and 
John  Penn,  Esquire,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee  to 
Joseph  Deane  by  deed  dated  the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  John 
Butcher. 

A  rent  charge  of  five  bushels  and  eleven-twentieths  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat  to 
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be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  one  acre  and  forty 
perches  of  land  and  an  house  thereon  situate  in  Germantown 
in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  bounded  on  the  north-east  by  the 
main  i-oad  by  land  of  Peter  Bochius  and  Melchior  Meng  granted 
by  the  commonwealth  to  Joseph  Deane  in  fee  by  deed  dated  the 
thirty-first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Holton  Jones. 

A  rent  charge  of  eight  bushels  and  three-fortieths  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  into  forty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat  to  be  paid 
annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tenement  and  lot  of 
ground  of  the  breadth  of  fourteen  feet  and  ten  inches  and  of 
the  length  of  fifty-one  feet  situate  on  the  south  side  of  Sassa- 
fras street  between  Front  and  Second  street  from  the  river  Del- 
aware, in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth in  fee  to  Jonas  Philips  by  deed  dated  the  fifteenth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the 
estate  of  John  Parrock. 

A  rent  charge  of  fifty-four  bushels  of  wheat  to  be  annually 
paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  two  lots  of  ground  situate  on 
Frankfort  creek  in  Oxford  township  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, one  of  them  containing  si^xty-eight  acres  bounded  by 
Frankfort  creek,  land  of  Robert  Harper  and  of  William  Ash- 
bridge,  and  the  other  containing  two  hundred  and  two  acres 

bounded  by  Frankfort  creek,  by  land  of 

and  land  of  Thomas  Pearl,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in 
fee  to  John  Eve  by  deed  dated  the  twenty-first  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate 
of  Oswell  Eve. 

A  rent  charge  of  two  bushels  and  eleven-twentieth  parts  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat  to 
be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situ- 
ate in  the  township  of  Hatfie^  then  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, bounded  by  lands  late  of  Melchior  Yeder,  Thomas  Stilt- 
ford,  Abijah  Wright  and  John  Yegless  containing  fifty  acres 
granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  Owen  Faries  in  fee  by  deed 
dated  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  John  Wright. 

A  rent  charge  of  three  bushels  and  one-twentieth  part  of  a 
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bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  pay- 
able annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land,  situate 
in  the  Manor  of  Moreland  then  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia 
bounded  by  land  late  of  Albertson  Walton,  John  Blackford, 
Detrick  Krewson  and  William  Tiller  containing  thirty-three 
acres  and  the  half  of  an  acre  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in 
fee  to  James  Vansant  by  deed  dated  the  twenty-first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the 
estate  of  John  Burke. 

A  rent  charge  of  ten  bushels  of  wheat  payable  annually  to 
the  said  trustees  out  of  an  house  and  lot  situate  on  the  west 
side  of  Front  street  from  the  Delaware  between  Mulberry 
[street],  and  Sassafras  street  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
bounded  northward  by  a  lot  late  of  Edward  Stiles  southward 
by  a  lot  of  William  Rush  containing  sixteen  feet  in  front,  and 
extending  westward  two  hundred  and  fifteen  feet  granted  by 
the  commonwealth  to  Robert  Bethell  in  fee  by  deed  dated  the 
twentieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  late  the  estate  of  Abraham  Carlisle. 

A  rent  charge  of  three  bushels  of  wheat  to  be  annually  paid 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  and  an  house  upon  the 
same  in  the  township  of  Roxborough  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, bounded  by  land  of  Samuel  Powell,  Daniel  Olymer, 
Christian  Vanlashets  and  the  Schuylkill,  containing  eleven 
acres  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  perches  granted  by  the 
commonwealth  to  Benjamin  Harbeson  in  fee  by  deed  dated  the 
fourth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seiven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Chistopher  Sour. 

A  rent  charge  of  two  bushels  and  one-twentieth  part  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  pay- 
able annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of  ground  and 
house  thereon  situate  on  the  south  side  of  Catharine  street  be- 
tween Front  street  and  Second  street  from  Delaware  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Southwark,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  containing  in 
breadth  twenty  feet,  and  in  length  one  hundred  and  one  feet 
and  six  inches,  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  lot  of  Alexander 
Adams,  on  the  south  by  a  lot  of  John  Smith,  and  on  the  west  by 
a  lot  of  Anthony  Duche,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee 
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to  Charles  Alexander  by  deed,  dated  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the 
estate  of  William  Bhodden. 

A  rent  charge  of  fifty-five  bushels  and  the  half  of  a  bushel  of 
wheat  to  be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot 
ground  on  the  eastern  side  of  Water  street,  and  the  southside 
of  Sassafras  street,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  same  being 
twenty  feet  front  on  Water  street  and  extending  into  the  river 
Delaware,  bounded  southward  by  land  late  of  John  Parrock, 
now  of  Jacob  Bunner,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee  to 
James  Parr  by  deed,  dated  the  seventh  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  John  Par- 
rock. 

A  rent  charge  of  sixteen  bushels  and  eight-tenths  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  payable  an- 
nually to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of  ground  and  house 
thereon  situate  on  the  east  side  of  Water  street,  between  Sassa- 
fras [street]  and  Mulberry  street  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  a  lot  of  Jacob  Bunner,  on  the  south 
by  a  lot  of  Joseph  Warner,  containing  in  breadth  twenty-five 
feet  and  six  inches,  and  in  depth  to  the  Delaware  as  far  as 
low  water  mark,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee  to  Michael 
Simpson  by  deed  dated  fourteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

A  rent  charge  of  twenty-two  bushels  and  eight-tenths  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to  be 
annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of  ground  situate 
on  the  east  side  of  Second  street  continued,  being  twenty  feet 
in  breadth  and  sixty-five  feet  in  depth  in  the  district  of  South- 
wark,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  bounded  northward  by 
ground  of  James  Skinner,  and  southward  by  ground  of  James 
Bowan,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  in  fee,  to  Alexander 
Powers,  by  deed,  dated  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  John  Fox. 

A  rent  charge  of  six  bushels  of  wheat,  to  be  annually  paid  to 
the  said  trustees,  out  of  a  lot  of  ground  and  house  thereon,  situ- 
ate on  the  west  side  of  Fourth  street  from  Delaware,  between 
High  street  and  Chestnut  street,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
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bounded  on  the  south  by  a  lot  of  Isaiah  Bell,  northward  by  a  lot 
late  of  John  Gibson,  containing  in  breadth  fifteen  feet,  and  in 
depth  forty-nine  feet  and  six  inches,  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth, in  fee,  to  Benjamin  Harbeson,  by  deed,  dated  the  third 
[day]  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
late  the  estate  of  Isaac  Allen. 

A  rent  charge  of  thirty-nine  bushels  and  three-twentieth 
parts  of  a  bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of 
wheat,  to  be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of 
ground,  wharf  and  tenements,  situate  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  east  side  of  Water  street,  and  north  side  of  Sassa- 
fras street,  the  same  being  twenty  feet  in  front,  and  extending 
into  the  river  Delaware,  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in  fee, 
to  John  Weidman,  by  deed,  dated  the  tenth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  John 
Parrock. 

A  rent  charge  of  eleven  bushels  and  nine-tenths  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to  be  annually 
paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in  the 
township  of  Heidelberg,  in  Berks  county,  bounded  by  land  of 
Adam  Wegerly,  Jacob  Staley  and  George  Loush,  containing 
twenty-six  acres  and  six  perches,  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth, in  fee,  to  John  Plein,  by  deed,  dated  the  twenty-first 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late 
the  estate  of  Andrew  Allen. 

A  rent  charge  of  eighteen  bushels  and  the  half  of  a  bushel  of 
wheat  to  be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  two 
tracts  of  land,  situated  in  the  township  of  Abington,  then  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  the  former  bounded  by  lands  of  Thomas 
Tyson  and  others,  containing  one  hundred  acres,  the  other  con- 
taining twenty-four  acres,  bounded  by  lands  of  William  Has- 
kins  and  others,  both  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  to  Henry 
Dotts,  in  right  of  Philip  Moore,  in  fee,  by  deed,  dated  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  June  last,  late  the  estate  of  Joshua 
Knight 

A  rent  charge  of  six  bushels  and  six-tenths  of  a  bushel  (the 
same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  payable  to  the  said 
trustees  annually  out  of  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in  the  city  of 
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Philadelphia,  on  the  north  side  of  Sassafras  street,  between 
Front  street  and  Second  street,  from  the  Delaware,  containing 
in  breadth  twenty-five  feet,  and  in  depth  fifty-one  feet,  bounded 
westward  by  a  four  feet  alley  dividing  it  from  other  ground,  late 
of  John  Parrock,  since  granted  to  Christian  Wirtz,  and  others, 
the  said  lot  granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  Peter  Paris,  in 
fee,  by  deed,  dated  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty,  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

A  rent  charge  of  twelve  bushels  and  two-tenths  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to  be  paid  an- 
nually to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  adjoining  the 
river  Schuylkill,  and  to  lands  late  of  Samuel  Shoemaker,  and 
to  a  by-road,  situate  in  the  Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  containing  forty-four  acres  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty-two  perches,  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in  fee,  to 
James  Hutchinson,  by  deed  of  the  twenty-third  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of 
Joseph  Galloway. 

A  rent  charge  of  thirty-two  bushels  and  seven-tenths  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat  to  be 
annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot,  situate  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  between  Sassafras  street  and  Mulberry 
street,  the  same  being  twenty-six  feet  and  six  inches  in  front 
on  the  east  side  of  Water  street,  and  extending  into  the  river 
Delaware,  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in  fee,  to  Jacob  Bun- 
ner,  by  deed  of  the  first  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

A  rent  charge  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  bushels  and  one- 
half  of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  to  be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trus- 
tees out  of  four  lots  of  ground  situate  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, on  Pine  street.  Third  street  from  the  Delaware,  and  Union 
street,  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in  fee,  to  the  honorable 
Thomas  McKean,  esquire,  by  deed,  dated  the  ninth  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the 
estate  of  Jacob  Duche,  the  younger. 

A  rent  charge  of  eighty-two  bushels  and  nineteen-twentieths 
of  a  bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat, 
to  be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  an  house  and  lot 
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Bituate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  north  side  of  Dock 
street,  between  Third  street  and  Walnut  street,  and  extending 
northward  sixty-four  feet,  by  the  western  side  of  a  public  alley^ 
and  seventeen  feet  in  breadth  on  Dock  street,  granted  by  the 
commonwealth,  in  fee,  to  William  Powers,  by  deed,  dated  the 
fifteenth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  David  Jones. 

A  rent  charge  of  three  bushels  of  wheat  to  be  paid  annually 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  about  three  acres  of  banked  meadow 
on  Hollander's  creek,  in  the  township  of  Moyamensing,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  bounded  by  land  of  Plunket  Fleeson 
and  John  Hall  and  by  Hollander's  creek,  granted  by  the  com- 
monwealth, in  fee,  to  Joseph  Carson,  by  deed  of  the  first  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late 
the  estate  of  Peter  Campbell. 

A  rent  charge  of  nine  bushels  of  wheat  to  be  paid  annually 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  New  Gar- 
den township,  Chester  county,  bounded  by  land  of  Mr. 
Scarlet,  Isaac  Richards,  and  Knight,  containing  sixty- 

four  acresy  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in  fee,  to  James  Parr, 
by  deed,  dated  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Stephen  Ander- 
son. 

A  rent  charge  of  two  bushels  and  two-fifteenths  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  into  fifteen  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  payable  to 
the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  East  Malbor- 
ough  township,  in  Chester  county,  containing  three  acres  and 
twenty-six  perches,  bounded  by  lands  of  John  Jackson,  senior, 
and  of  William  Bailey,  and  by  Doe-run  road,  granted  by  the 
commonwealth  to  James  Parr,  in  fee,  by  deed  dated  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
late  the  estate  of  John  Jackson. 

A  rent  charge  of  two  bushels  and  one  hundred  and  three  two 
hundred  and  fortieth  parts  of  a  bushel  (the  same  to  be  divided 
into  two  hundred  and  forty  parts)  of  wheat,  to  be  paid  annually 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in  East  Mai- 
borough  township  in  Chester  county,  bounded  by  land  of  Jona- 
than Jackson,  Samuel  Hays  and  George  Jackson  containing 
9— XII 
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about  twenty-flve  acres  and  fifty-seven  perches^  granted  by  the 
commonwealth  in  fee,  to  James  Parr  by  deed  dated  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  late  the  estate  of  Stephen  Anderson. 

A  rent  charge  of  thirteen  bushels  and  fifteen-fourths  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  forty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat  to  be 
paid  annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate 
in  East  Cain  township,  in  Chester  county,  containing  seventy- 
eight  acres  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  perches,  bounded 
by  lands  of  John  Pierce,  Joseph  Parke,  Thomas  Bable  and  Wil- 
liam Dawson,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  James  Hutchin- 
son, in  fee,  by  deed  of  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  of  the  estate  of  George 
Sinclair. 

A  rent  charge  of  nineteen  bushels  and  one-half  of  a  bushel 
of  wheat,  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  said  trustees,  out  of  a  tract 
of  land,  in  West  Bradford  township,  in  Chester  county,  bounded 
by  lands  of  William  Buffington,  Samuel  Worth,  widow  Peoples, 
William  McLaughlin  and  others,  containing  about  four  hundred 
and  two  acres,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  James  Hutch- 
inson, in  fee,  by  deed,  dated  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of 
Philip  Marchinton. 

A  rent  charge  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  bushels  and 
nineteen  one  hundred  and  twenty  parts  of  a  bushel  (the  same 
into  one  hundred  and  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to 
be  paid  annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  in 
Heidelberg  township,  in  Berks  county,  containing  four  hundred 
and  seventy-two  acres  and  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  perches, 
bounded  by  land  of  Haines,  Matthias  Wenrick,  Balt- 

zer  Wenrick  and  others,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  John 
Christie,  in  fee,  by  deed,  dated  the  first  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of 
Andrew  Allen. 

A  rent  charge  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen  bushels  and  sev- 
enty-nine two  hundred  and  forty  parts  of  a  bushel  (the  same  in 
two  hundred  and  forty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to  be  paid 
annually  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in 
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Heidelberg  township^  in  Berks  county,  containing  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  acres  and  seventy  perches,  bounded  by  land 
late  of  Andrew  Allen,  John  Haines,  Isaac  Copeland  and  Adam 
Showers,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  John  Oaig,  in  fee, 
by  deed,  dated  the  first  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Andrew  Allen. 

A  rent  charge  of  eighteen  bushels  of  wheat,  to  be  annually 
paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  in  West  Cain 
township,  in  Chester  county,  containing  two  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-seven acres  and  threefourths  of  an  acre,  bounded  by  land  of 
Thomas  Rogers,  Samuel  Love,  William  Dunn  and  Francis  Fin- 
cher,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  Francis  Johnston,  in  fee, 
by  deed,  dated  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  August,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Richard  Swan- 
wick. 

A  rent  charge  of  two  bushels  and  one  quarter  of  a  bushel  of 
wheat  to  be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of 
land  situate  in  West  Bradford  township  in  Chester  county,  con- 
taining seventy-nine  acres,  bounded  by  land  of  James  Chalf  ant, 
Eastburn,  and  of  Thomas  Buffington,  granted  by  the 
commonwealth  to  James  Parr,  in  fee,  by  deed  dated  the  sixth 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one, 
late  the  estate  of  Philip  Marchinton. 

A  rent  charge  of  four  bushels  and  the  half  of  a  bushel  of 
wheat,  to  be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of 
ground  situate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  on  the  north  side  of 
Pine  street,  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets  from  the  Dela- 
ware, being  twenty  feet  on  Pine  street,  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  feet  deep  through  to  Union  street,  granted  by  the  com- 
monwealth to  Benjamin  Evans,  in  fee,  by  deed,  dated  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  William  Evans. 

A  rent  charge  of  one  bushel  and  seven-tenths  of  a  bushel  (the 
same  into  ten  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to  be  annually  paid 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of  ground  situate  on  the  north 
side  of  Catharine  street,  bounded  by  land  of  Edward  Stiles  and 
Andrew  Duche,  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  Patrick  Robin- 
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son,  in  fee,  by  deed,  dated  the  fifteenth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  ^ven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  John 
Tolly. 

A  rent  charge  of  forty-five  bushels  and  nine-twentieths  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to  be 
annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of  ground  situate 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  east  side  of  Water  street,  be- 
tween Sassafras  street  and  Vine  street,  the  same  being  twenty 
feet  in  front  on  Water  street,  and  extending  to  the  river  Dela« 
ware,  adjoining  land  of  John  Weidman  to  the  south,  granted 
by  the  commonwealth  to  David  Zelgler,  in  fee,  by  deed,  of  the 
tenth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
two,  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

A  rent  charge  of  one  bushel  and  one-fifth  of  a  bushel  (the 
same  into  five  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to  be  annually  paid 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  of  ground  situate  in  the  town  of 
Lebanon,  then  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  on  Market  street  four 
perches^  and  along  Cumberland  street  eleven  perches,  and  ad- 
joining a  lot  late  of  Philip  Marsteller,  granted  by  the  common- 
wealth to  William  Bailey,  in  fee,  by  deed,  dated  the  nineteenth 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two, 
late  the  estate  of  Nicholas  Housecker. 

A  rent  charge  of  nine  bushels  and  four-fifths  of  a  bushel  (the 
same  into  five  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  payable  annually 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  Hilltown 
township,  Bucks  county,  containing  fifty  acres,  bounded  by 
lands  of  Henry  Rice,  Amos  Vastine,  William  Thomas^  CharleB 
Leidig  and  Levy  Thomas,  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in 
fee,  to  George  Benner,  by  deed,  dated  the  twenty-third  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  late  the 
estate  of  Evan  Thomas. 

A  rent  charge  of  thirty-six  bushels  of  wheat,  payable  an- 
nually to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land,  situate  in  Tini- 
cum  township  in  Bucks  county,  containing  two  hundred  and 
thirty-five  acres  and  thirty-five  perches,  bounded  by  lands  late 
of  John  Patterson,  Edward  Pennington,  William  Shoemaker, 
Michael  Walter  and  John  Beed,  granted  by  the  commonwealth, 
in  fee,  to  Jacob  Benner,  by  deed,  dated  the  twenty-third  day  of 
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February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  late  the 
estate  of  John  Overholtz. 

A  rent  charge  of  Ave  bushels  and  eight-tenths  of  a  bushel  (the 
same  to  be  diyided  into  ten  parts)  of  wheat,  to  be  annually  paid 
to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  lot  in  Abington  township,  then  in 
the  county  of  Philadelphia,  containing  ten  acres  and  the  quar- 
ter of  an  acre,  bounded  by  Abraliam  Tyson's  land  and  the  Old 
York  road,  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in  fee,  to  William 
Deane,  by  deed,  dated  the  thirtieth  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  late  the  estate  of  Joshua 
Knight. 

A  rent  charge  of  eighty-seven  bushels  and  a  half  of  wheat,*to 
be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  one  hundred  and 
Ave  acres  of  banked  meadow,  being  part  of  Hog  Island,  in  the 
river  Delaware,  granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in  fee,  to  Sam- 
uel Caldwell,  by  deed,  of  the  ninth  day  of  May,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  late  the  estate  of  Joseph  Gallo- 
way. 

A  rent  charge  of  twenty-three  bushels  and  four-thirtieths  of 
a  bushel  (the  same  into  thirty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to 
be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situ- 
ate in  Heidelberg  township,  in  Berks  county,  containing  thirty- 
two  acres  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  perches  of  land, 
granted  by  the  commonwealth,  in  fee,  to  Jacob  Stehely,  by 
deed  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two  (marked  in  the  general  plan  of  the  Big  Spring 
tract  of  land,  number  two,)  late  the  estate  of  Andrew  Allen. 

A  rent  charge  of  five  bushels  and  nineteen-twentieths  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  twenty  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  to 
be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situ- 
ate in  the  Northern  Liberties  township,  in  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, bounded  by  the  Old  York  road  and  Hickory  lane,  con- 
taining three  acres  and  sixty-six  perches,  granted  by  the  com- 
monwealth, in  fee,  to  James  Caldwell,  by  deed,  of  the  fifteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  late 
the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

A  rent  charge  of  twenty-one  bushels  and  nine  twentieths  of 
a  bushel  (the  same  to  be  divided  into  twenty  parts)  of  wheat,  to 
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be  annually  paid  to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situ- 
ate in  Whitpain  township^  then  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
containing  seventy-flve  acres,  granted  by  the  commonwealth, 
in  fee,  to  Edmund  Milne,  by  deed,  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  June, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  late  the  estate  of 
John  Robinson. 

A  rent  charge  of  twenty  bushels  and  seventy-six  one  hundred 
and  twentieths  of  a  bushel  (the  same  to  be  divided  into  one 
hundred  and  twenty  parts)  of  wheat,  to  be  annually  paid  to  the 
said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  Heidelberg  town- 
ship, in  the  county  of  Berks  (marked  number  three  in  the  plan 
of  the  Big  Spring  tract  of  land),  containing  thirty-two  acres, 
granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  Peter  Filbert,  in  fee,  by^  deed, 
dated  the  fifteenth  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two,  late  the  estate  of  Andrew  Allen. 

A  rent  charge  of  seventeen  bushels  and  one-fifth  of  a  bushel 
(the  same  to  be  divided  into  five  parts)  of  wheat,  payable  an- 
nually to  the  said  trustees  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate  in  Hei- 
delberg township,  Berks  county,  containing  twenty-seven  acres 
and  ninety-two  perches  marked  number  four  in  the  general  plan 
of  the  Big  Spring  tract  of  land,  granted  by  the  commonwealth, 
in  fee,  to  Peter  Nagle,  by  deed,  dated  the  fifteenth  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  late  the 
estate  of  Andrew  Allen. 

A  rent  charge  of  eleven  bushels  and  eleven-twelfths  of  a 
bushel  (the  same  into  twelve  parts  to  be  divided)  of  wheat,  pay- 
able to  the  said  trustees  annually  out  of  a  tract  of  land  situate 
in  Brunswick  township,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  containing  one 
hundred  eighty  and  four  acres  and  one  hundred  twenty  and 
eight  perches,  with  allowance  of  highways,  bounded  by  land 
of  Jacob  Joflfman,  Matthias  Kreamer,  Jacob  Kengeth  and  va- 
cant land,  granted  by  the  commonwealth  to  Charles  Goblin,  in 
fee,  by  deed,  dated  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  late  the  estate  of  John  Koster. 

The  lot  of  ground,  messuage  and  ferry  wharf,  situate  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  at  the  east  end  of  Mulberry  street  extend- 
ing in  depth  from  north  to  south  forty-two  feet,  and  by  the 
north  side  of  Mulberry  street,  from  west  to  east  ninety-eight 
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feet,  into  the  river  Delaware,  late  the  estate  of  William  Aus- 
tin. 

The  lot  of  ground  and  messuage  on  the  south  side  of  Sassa- 
fras street,  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets  from  Delaware 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  being  thirty-six  feet  in  front  and 
one  hundred  and  forty  feet  deep  and  adjoining  to  lots  late  of 
Rudolph  Bunner,  John  EUiek  and  others,  subject  to  a  rent 
charge  of  four  pounds,  eighteen  shillings  and  six  pences  sterl- 
ing per  annum,  late  the  estate  of  Jonathan  Adams  and  wife. 

The  lot  of  ground,  house  and  other  buildings  and  the  wharf 
thereon  situate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  east  side  of 
Water  street  between  High  street  and  Mulberry  street,  extend- 
ing into  the  river  Delaware,  being  about  twenty-one  feet  in 
breadth  on  Water  street,  subject  to  a  rent  charge  of  nine  pounds 
and  ten  shillings  [per  annum]  late  the  estate  of  Matthias 
Aspden. 

A  tract  of  land  situate  in  Middletown  township,  in  Bucks 
county,  bounded  by  lands  late  of  William  Paxton,  Joshua  Rich- 
ardson, Garret  Vansant  and  Joseph  Knight,  and  on  the  north 
by  an  highway  leading  towards  Trenton,  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  acres  and  three-fourths  of  an  acre  and  thir- 
teen perches,  late  the  estate  of  Joseph  Paxon. 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [sic]  And  whereas  the  said  trustees  at  the 
sales  of  confiscated  estates  holden  by  the  agents  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  this  state,  have  with  the  privity  and  con- 
currence of  the  supreme  executive  council  by  their  agents  bid 
for  and  purchased  divers  other  confiscated  real  estates  herein 
after  enumerated  and  described,  which  nevertheless  have  not 
been  formally  reserved  and  appropriated  by  acts  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say, 

A  two  story  brick  messuage  and  lot  of  ground  situate  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  south  side  of  Sassafras  street,  be- 
tween Front  and  Second  streets  from  the  Delaware,  the  same 
being  twenty-four  feet  in  front  on  Sassafras  street  and  fifty-one 
feet  in  depth,  with  the  privilege  of  a  three  feet  alley,  and  also 
of  a  four  feet  alley,  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

A  lot  of  ground  and  a  brick  messuage,  situate  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  being  in  front  on  the  east  side  of  Second  street 
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sixteen  feet,  and  in  depth  one  hundred  feet,  with  the  privilege 
of  a  three  feet  alley  from  the  rear  thereof  to  Sassafras  street, 
late  the  estate  of  John  Parroek. 

A  lot  of  ground  and  a  two  story  brick  messuage  situate  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  south  side  of  Sassafras  street,  be- 
tween Front  street  on  Delaware  and  Water  street,  being  in 
front  in  Front  street  and  Water  street  thirty-flve  feet  and  an 
half,  and  in  breadth  on  Sassafras  street  forty-flve  feet  and  an 
half,  late  the  estate  of  John  Parroek. 

A  lot  of  ground  and  a  brick  messuage  situate  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  on  the  west  side  of  Fourth  street  from  the  Dela- 
ware between  Vine  street  and  Sassafras  street,  the  same  being 
in  breadth  on  Fourth  street  sixteen  feet,  and  in  depth  westward 
to  the  middle  of  Crown  street,  two  hundred  feet,  with  the  priv- 
ilege of  a  three  feet  alley,  late  the  estate  of  Hudson  Burr. 

A  lot  of  ground  and  a  brick  messuage,  situate  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  on  the  north  side  of  Walnut  street  [between 
Front  street]  and  Second  street  from  the  Delaware,  the  same 
being  in  breadth  twenty  feet,  and  in  depth  fifty-one  feet  and 
nine  inches,  subject  to  a  rent  charge  of  two  pounds  per  annum, 
late  the  estate  of  Robert  Loosley. 

A  lot  of  ground,  smith's  shop,  and  other  buildings,  situate  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  west  side  of  Third  street,  and 
the  south  side  of  Union  street,  the  same  being  in  breadth  on 
Third  street  twenty-four  feet  and  in  depth  on  Union  street  forty 
feet,  subject  to  the  rent  charge  of  eight  pounds  twelve  shillings 
and  six  pence  per  annum,  late  the  estate  of  Alexander  Smith. 

A  lot  of  ground  and  messuage,  situate  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  south  side  of  Stami)er's  alley  between  Second 
and  Third  streets  from  the  Delaware,  the  same  being  in  breadth 
on  the  said  alley  twenty-two  feet  and  one-half  of  a  foot,  and  in 
depth  southward  forty-three  feet  and  one-half  of  a  foot,  late 
the  estate  of  Joel  Evans. 

A  lot  of  ground,  situate  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  on  the 
east  side  of  Fifth  street,  and  on  the  north  side  of  Walnut  street, 
from  the  Delaware,  late  in  the  tenure  of  William  Weston  and 
others,  bounded  on  the  east  by  land  of  John  Coxe,  and  on  the 
north  by  land  late  of  Charles  Norris,  the  same  being  in  breadth 
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on  Walnut  street  fifty-one  feet,  and  in  depth  along  Fifth  street 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  late  the  estate  of  Andrew  Allen. 

A  lot  of  ground  and  messuage,  situate  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  north  side  of  Walnut  street,  between  Front  and 
Second  streets,  from  the  Delaware,  the  same  being  in  breadth 
on  Walnut  street  sixteen  feet,  including  an  alley  of  three  feet 
wide  on  the  west  side  thereof,  and  in  depth  fifty  feet  and  six 
inches,  subject  to  a  rent  charge  of  thirty  shillings  per  annum, 
late  the  estate  of  William  Ross. 

Three  quarter  parts  of  a  lot  of  ground  and  messuage,  situate 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  th^  west  side  of  Front  street  on 
Delaware,  between  High  street  and  Mulberry  street,  late  in  the 
tenure  of  John  Jackson,  deceased,  the  same  being  in  breadth  on 
Front  street  twenty-five  feet,  and  in  depth  one  hundred  feet, 
bounded  southward  by  land  late  of  Thomas  Montgomery, 
northward  by  land  late  of  Joseph  Fox,  the  one-half  part  thereof 
in  fee  simple,  and  the  other  quarter  for  and  during  the  life  of 
Andrew  Elliot,  the  whole  lot  being  subject  to  a  rent  charge  of 
four  pounds  per  annum,  and  the  said  three-quarter  parts,  late 
the  estate  of  Andrew  Elliot. 

A  lot  of  ground  and  brick  messuage,  situate  in  the  Northern 
Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  east  side  of  Second 
street  continued,  opposite  the  middle  house,  so  called,  of  the 
late  military  barracks,  the  same  lot  being  in  breadth  twenty 
feet,  and  in  depth  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet,  late  the 
estate  of  Lawrence  Fagan. 

A  lot  of  land  situate  in  the  Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  on  the  north  side  of  Poplar  lane,  containing  six 
acres  and  six  perches,  bounded  by  land  late  of  Samuel  Garri- 
gues,  Thomas  Riche  and  John  Morgan,  late  the  estate  of  Oswell 
Eve. 

A  tract  of  land  one  hundred  and  seven  acres,  situate  in  the 
township  of  Abington,  then  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
bounded  by  land  of  Joshua  Knight,  Rynear  Tyson,  Isaac 
Knight,  senior,  and  Jacob  Lipi)encott,  late  the  estate  of  John 
Knight. 

A  moiety  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situate  in  Whitpain 
township,  then  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  adjoining  land  of 
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James  Morris  and  John  Roberts,  late  the  estate  of  Isaac  Tay- 
lor. 

A  moiety  of  forty-three  acres  of  land,  situate  in  Germantown, 
in  the  county  of  Philadelphia^  adjoining  lands  of  John  Bring- 
hurst  and  Doctor  Warner,  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  road 
through  German  township,  late  the  estate  of  Abraham  Pas- 
torius. 

And  likewise,  the  following  rent  charges,  together  with  all 
the  estate,  interest  and  claim  of  the  commonwealth  in  and  to 
the  following  lots  and  lands  in  the  city  of  Phiadelphia,  from 
which  they  are  respectively  payable,  together  with  all  arrears 
of  such  rent  charges,  that  is  to  say,  two  pounds  [per]  annum, 
payable  to  John  Drinker,  out  of  a  lot  and  messuage,  situate  on 
the  west  side  of  Second  street,  near  to  High  street,  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  late  the  estate  of  Samuel  Shoemaker. 

Thirty  shillings  per  annum,  payable  by  the  representatives 
of  Joseph  Johnson  out  of  a  lot  and  messuage  adjoining  the  last 
mentioned  lot,  late  the  estate  of  Samuel  Shoemaker. 

Thirty  shillings  per  annum,  payable  by  Philip  Syng  out  of 
a  lot  and  messuage  adjoining  the  last  mentioned  lot,  late  the 
estate  of  Samuel  Shoemaker. 

Seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings  per  annum,  payable  by  Fred- 
erick Shinkle  out  of  a  lot  and  messuage  adjoining  to  the  lot  last 
herein  [before]  mentioned,  being  the  comer  of  High  street, 
late  the  estate  of  Samuel  Shoemaker. 

Two  pounds  per  annum,  payable  by  the  representatives  of 
Elizabeth  Harman,  out  of  a  lot  and  messuage  on  the  north  side 
of  High  street,  adjoining  the  lot  above  mentioned,  late  the  es- 
tate of  Samuel  Shoemaker. 

Two  pounds  per  annum,  payable  by  the  representatives  of 
Richard  Parker,  out  of  a  lot  and  messuage  adjoining  the  lot 
last  mentioned,  late  the  estate  of  Samuel  Shoemaker. 

Seventeen  pounds  per  annum,  payable  out  of  a  bank  lot,  on 
the  east  side  of  Front  street  on  the  Delaware,  and  between 
Mulberry  and  Sassafras  streets,  but  nigh  to  the  latter,  late  the 
estate  of  John  Parrock. 

Ten  pounds  per  annum,  payable  out  of  a  bank  lot  adjoining 
on  the  south  to  the  lot  last  herein  before  described,  late  in  the 
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tenure  of  William  Niles,  the  same  lot  being  [in]  breadth  on 
Front  Btreet  on  the  Delaware  eighteen  feet  and  eleven  inches, 
and  on  Water  street  eighteen  feet  and  two  inches  and  an  half 
of  an  inch,  and  in  depth,  extending  from  Front  street  through 
to  Water  street,  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

Two  pounds  and  fourteen  shillings  per  annum,  payable  out 
of  a  lot  on  the  south  side  of  Sassafras  street,  between  Front 
street  and  Second  street  from  the  Delaware,  late  in  the  tenure 
of  Edward  Brooks;  and  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

Nine  pounds  per  annum,  payable  out  of  a  bank  lot  of  ground 
on  the  east  side  of  Front  street  and  on  the  north  side  of  Sassa- 
fras street,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Robert  Black,  and  late  the  es- 
tate of  John  Parrock. 

Seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings  per  annum,  payable  out  of 
a  bank  lot  adjoining  the  lot  last  herein  described,  late  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Salsbury,  and  late  the  estate  of  John  Par- 
rock. 

Four  pounds  per  annum,  payable  out  of  a  lot,  situate  on  the 
south  side  of  Sassafras  street,  between  Front  street  and  Second 
street  from  the  Delaware,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Michael  Dawson, 
and  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

Three  pounds  and  six  shillings  per  annum,  payable  out  of  a 
lot  of  ground,  situate  on  the  south  side  of  Vine  street,  between 
Front  street  and  Second  street  from  the  Delaware,  late  in  the 
tenure  of  George  Herger,  and  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

Three  pounds  and  ten  shillings  per  annum,  payable  out  of  a 
lot  of  ground  situate  on  the  east  side  of  Second  street  from  the 
Delaware,  and  on  the  south  side  of  Vine  street,  being  the  south- 
east comer  formed  by  the  said  streets,  late  in  the  tenure  of 
Adolph  Oilman,  and  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

Three  pounds  and  ten  shillings  per  annum,  payable  out  of 
a  lot  of  ground  adjoining  to  the  last  herein  mentioned  on  the 
south,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Frederick  Mause,  and  late  the  estate 
of  John  Parrock. 

Three  pounds  and  two  shilling  per  annum,  payable  out  of 
a  lot  of  ground  adjoining  a  lot  of  ground  last  herein  mentioned 
on  the  south,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Charles  Meredith,  and  late 
the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 
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Six  pounds  per  annum^  payable  out  of  a  lot  of  ground  situate 
on  the  east  side  of  Second  street  from  the  [river]  Delaware,  be- 
tween Sassafras  street  and  Vine  street,  in  the  tenure  of  Jacob 
Brown,  late  the  estate  of  John  Parrock. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  real  estates  herein  be- 
fore described,  which  have  been  reserved,  set  apart,  and  appro- 
priated by  the  supreme  executive  council  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  at  the  several  valuations  thereof  respectively  made 
by  the  supreme  executive  council,  and  the  said  real  estates  pur- 
chased as  aforesaid,  at  the  prices  at  which  they  were  severally 
sold,  do  not,  when  considered  and  taken  together,  amount  to 
more  than  the  yearly  value  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-one  pounds  five  shillings  and  seven  pence  half  penny, 
computing  wheat  at  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  per  bushel,  and 
it  is  proper  that  the  same  estates  and  interests  herein  before 
enumerated  and  described,  and  every  of  them  should  be  con- 
firmed to  the  said  trustees,  their  successors  and  assigns  for  the 
uses  in  the  act  afore  recited,  set  forth  and  declared: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
declared  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  several  confiscated  estates, 
lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  rent  charges,  herein 
before  enumerated  and  described,  with  their  and  every  of  their 
rights,  members  and  appurtenances,  are  hereby,  fully  and  ab- 
solutely vested  in  and  confirmed  unto  the  trustees  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  their  successors  and  as- 
signs, forever,  and  for  no  other  use,  intent  or  purpose  whatso- 
ever, saving  and  always  reserving  to  all  and  every  person  and 
persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate,  his,  her  and  their  heirs 
and  successors  (other  than  the  persons  attainted  or  forfeiting 
the  same,  and  all  persons,  and  every  i)erson  having  or  claim- 
ing anything  in  the  premises  under  or  to  the  use  of  any  such 
forfeiting  person,  his,  her  or  their  heirs,  executors  or  adminis- 
trators) all  such  estates,  rights,  titles  and  interest,  of,  in,  to 
and  out  of  the  premises  or  any  of  them  as  they  or  any  of  them 
had  before  the  passing  of  this  act  or  could  or  might  have  been 
had  or  enjoyed  in  case  this  act  had  not  been  made. 
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(Section  IV.  P.L.)  [sic]  And  whereas  in  and  by  the  act 
aforesaid  certain  officers  of  the  commonwealth  and  dirers  min- 
isters of  the  gospel  in  respect  of  their  offices  and  stations 
together  with  sundry  other  persons  therein  named  and  the 
successors  of  other  such  persons,  to  be  elected  and  appointed 
in  their  room  and  stead  respectively  were  constituted  trustees 
of  the  same  University,  and  although  it  was  provided  in  case 
any  of  the  same  persons  should  remove  out  of  this  state  that 
the  office  of  such  trustees  should  be  thereby  vacated,  yet  if  any 
of  the  same  persons  should  willingly  absent  himself  from  the 
meeting  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  space  of  one  year,  no  remedy 
is  given  and  the  business  of  the  seminary  may  be  thereby  ob- 
structed and  it  is  reasonable  and  proper  that  such  absence 
should  be  considered  and  deemed  to  be  a  vacating  of  the  seat 
of  such  person  at  the  board  of  trustees. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  of  the  trustees  of  the 
University  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  (not  being  a  trustee 
in  right  of  office  or  station)  shall  willingly  be  absent  from  the 
meetings  of  the  board  of  said  trustees  for  and  during  the  space 
of  [six  months],  the  seat  of  such  absenting  trustees  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  vacant  and  the  residue  of  the  said  trustees  or  such 
of  them  as  shall  be  regularly  met  not  being  fewer  than  eleven 
shall  and  may  proceed  to  elect  a  successor  to  such  absenting 
trustee  as  they  would  in  case  he  had  formally  resigned  his 
seat  at  the  board  of  the  said  trustees  of  the  said  University. 

(Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  whereas  the  trustees  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  have  established  a  professorship  in  the 
same  seminary  for  teaching  the  learned  languages  through  the 
medium  of  the  German  tongue  with  one  or  more  assistant 
teachers  as  may  be  requisite: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  same  professorship  and 
the  asnstant  or  assistants  aforesaid  shall  be  continued  in  the 
said  University  to  teach  the  learned  languages  through  the 
medium  of  the  German  tongue  as  a  part  of  the  system  of  educa- 
tion carried  on  therein. 

PasMd  September  22, 1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  S4. 
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CHAPTER  MCICVI. 


AN  ACT  EMPOWERING  CERTAIN  TRUSTEES  HEREIN  NAMED  TO  SEU^ 
AND  DISPOSE  OP  TWO  CERTAIN  TRACTS  OR  PARCELS  OP  GLEBE 
LAND  AND  PREMISES  SITUATE  IN  THE  TOWNSHIP  OP  SALISBURY,  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OP  LANCASTER.  AND  TO  SECURE  THE  ANNUAL  IN- 
TEREST  ARISING  PROM  THE  SALE  THEREOP  TOWARDS  THE  MAIN- 
TENANCE AND  SUPPORT  OP  THE  MINISTER  POR  THE  TIME  BEING 
OP  THE  PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OP  ST.  JOHN  ON  PEQUEA. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  the  church  wardens^  vestry  and 
members  of  the  congregation  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  St.  John  on  Pequea  by  their  petition  have  humbly 
shown  to  the  general  assembly  of  this  state  that  by  sundry 
mesne  conveyances  Thomas  Edwards,  Edward  Berwick,  John 
Cowan  and  Thomas  Dawson  and  their  heirs  now  are  or  lately 
were  seized  of  a  tract  or  parcel  of  land  and  premises  in  Salis- 
bury township  in  Lancaster  county  containing  fifty  acres  and 
the  usual  allowance  in  trust  for  the  support  and  maintenance 
of  a  minister  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  aforesaid,  and 
that  by  sundry  other  mesne  conveyances  the  said  John  Cowan 
and  William  Darlington  and  their  heirs  now  are  or  lately  were 
seized  of  one  other  tract  or  parcel  of  land  and  premises  in  the 
said  township  of  Salisbury  containing  fifty  acres  and  the  usual 
allowance  in  trust  to  the  same  use  as  the  tract  first  above  men- 
tioned and  that  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  congregation 
of  the  said  church  of  St.  John  to  sell  the  said  two  tracts  of 
land  and  put  the  moneys  arising  therefrom  at  interest  upon  good 
security,  the  said  church  wardens,  vestry  and  congregation  have 
humbly  prayed  the  aid  of  the  legislature  to  obtain  their  pur- 
pose: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  Samuel  Atlee,  Esquire,  James  Clemson, 
Thomas  Douglass,  and  John  Anderson  or  any  three  of  them 
and  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
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the  said  two  tracts  or  parcels  of  land  with  their  several  rights^ 
privileges  and  appurtenances  as  soon  as  the  same  may  be  con- 
veniently done  either  by  private  or  public  sale  for  the  best  and 
highest  price  that  can  be  gotten  for  the  same  and  to  give  assur- 
ances and  conveyances  valid  in  [the]  law  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  and  his  or  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  and 
the  moneys  arising  therefrom  to  place  at  interest  upon  mort- 
gage or  other  sufficient  security  paying  or  causing  to  be  paid 
the  interest  annually  to  the  protestant  episcopal  minister  for 
the  time  being  of  the  said  church  of  St.  John  on  Pequea  and 
upon  the  death  of  the  said  trustees  or  their  successors  in  such 
case  to  be  appointed  by  the  church  wardens  and  vestry  of  the 
said  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  on  Pequea,  or 
either  of  them  the  executors  or  administrators  of  the  said 
trustees  or  their  successors  if  in  their  hands  shall  assign  and 
transfer  all  bonds,  specialties,  mortgages  and  other  securities 
taken  in  trust  as  aforesaid  to  such  person  and  persons  as  the 
said  church  wardens  and  vestry  shall  appoint  to  succeed  the 
trustee  or  trustees  so  deceased. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Samuel  Atlee,  James 
Glemson,  Thomas  Douglass  and  John  Anderson  or  the  sur- 
vivors of  them  and  their  successors  or  the  survivors  of  them  are 
hereby  empowered  to  give  discharges  and  acquittances  for  such 
rents,  sum  and  sums  of  money  as  may  be  due  and  owing  by 
the  holders  and  occupiers  of  the  said  two  tracts  of  land  with 
their  appurtenances  and  to  commence  suits  at  law  in  their  own 
names  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  rents  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said, in  which  suits  such  proceedings  shall  and  may  be  had  as 
if  the  legal  title  of  the  premises  had  been  vested  in  the  said 
Samuel  Atlee,  James  Clemson,  Thomas  Douglass  and  John 
Anderson. 

Passed  November  28,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  66,  etc 
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CHAPTER  MOICVII. 


AN  ACT  EMPOWERING  CERTAIN  TRUSTEES  THEREIN  NAMED  TO  SBLI^ 
AND  DISPOSE  OF  CERTAIN  LANDS  AND  PREMISES  AND  TO  APPLY 
THE  MONEYS  ARISING  THEREFROM  TOWARDS  THE  BUIIJ)ING  OF  A 
PARSONAGE  HOUSE  FOR  THE  USB  OF  THE  MINISTER  FOR  THE  TIME 
BEING  OF  THE  PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  ST.  JABiBS  IN 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  LANCASTER  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THERE- 
IN MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  the 
house  that  John  Douglass  late  of  Warwick  township  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster,  miller,  did  in  and  by  his  certain  indenture 
bearing  date  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  grant 
and  convey  unto  William  Atlee  and  Jasper  Yeates>  Esquires^ 
and  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever  one  moiety  of  a  certain 
water,  com  or  grist  mill  and  three  pieces  or  parcels  of  land 
thereunto  belonging,  situate  in  Salisbury  township  in  the  said 
county  containing  six  acres  be  the  same  more  or  less  together 
with  certain  rights  and  privileges  in  the  said  indenture  par- 
ticularly expressed,  and  that  the  said  William  Atlee  and  Jasper 
Yeates  accepted  the  said  conveyance  as  wardens  of  the  Protes- 
tant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster  in  the  said 
county  commonly  called  St.  Jame's  Church,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  members  thereof  as  a  religious  body,  though  the  said 
trust  WBM  not  declared  in  the  body  of  the  said  indenture. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  further  represented  to  this  house 
that  the  members  of  the  church  aforesaid  are  also  entitled 
under  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Edward  Smout,  Esquire 
deceased  bearing  date  the  fourteenth  day  of  June  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one  unto  a 
certain  messuage  and  lot  of  ground  situate  on  Prince,  Orange 
and  Water  streets  in  the  borough  aforesaid  in  trust  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  the  minister  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  residing  in  the  borough  aforesaid  and  of 
his  successors  forever,  and  that  no  advantages  or  benefits, 
whatsoever    are    derived    to    the    members    of    the    said 
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church  as  a  religious  body  from  the  moiety  of  the  said 
mill  and  messuage  with  their  respective  appurtenances 
and  all  the  several  persons  interested  therein  unanimously 
have  desired  that  certain  trustees  may  be  empowered 
to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  one  undivided  moiety  of  the  said  mill 
and  three  pieces  or  parcels  of  land  and  also  of  the  messuage 
and  lot  of  ground  aforesaid  with  their  several  appurtenances 
either  by  private  or  public  sale  for  the  best  and  highest  prices 
that  can  be  gotten  for  the  same  and  the  moneys  arising  there- 
from to  apply  towards  the  building  of  a  parsonage  house  in  the 
borough  for  the  use  of  the  minister  of  the  said  church  and  his 
successors  in  order  to  effectuate  the  good  intentions  of  the  said 
John  Douglass  and  Edward  Smout.  And  whereas  the  said 
facts  so  represented  appear  upon  due  examination  to  be  just 
and  true: 

Section  I.  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  William  Atlee,  Jasper  Yea tes,  Stephen  Cham- 
bers, Joseph  Shippen,  junior,  and  Edward  Hand,  Esquires,  or 
any  three  of  them  and  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them  to  sell 
and  dispose  of  the  one  undivided  moiety  of  the  said  mill  and 
of  the  three  pieces  or  parcels  of  land  thereunto  belonging  and 
also  of  the  messuage  and  lot  of  ground  aforesaid  with  their 
several  rights  privileges  and  appurtenances  so  soon  as  the 
same  may  be  conveniently  done  either  by  private  or  public 
sale  for  the  best  and  highest  prices  that  can  be  gotten  for  the 
same  and  to  give  assurances  and  conveyances  of  the  premises 
valid  in  the  law  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  and  his  or  their 
heirs  and  assigns  forever  and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the 
moneys  arising  from  such  sale  towards  the  building  of  a  parson- 
age house  in  the  said  borough  of  Lancaster  for  the  use  of  the 
said  minister  of  the  said  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  for  the 
time  being  and  his  successors. 

Section  II.  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  William  Atlee,  Jasper 
Yeates,  Stephen  Chambers,  Joseph  Shippen,  junior,  and  Ed- 
10— XII 
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ward  Hand  and  the  survivors  of  them  are  hereby  empowOTed 
to  give  discharges  and  acquittances  for  such  rents,  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  legally  due  and  owing  by  the  holders  and 
occupiers  of  the  said  mill  and  three  pieces  or  parcels  of  land 
and  of  the  meesuage  and  lot  of  ground  aforesaid  in  their  own 
names  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  rents  but  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  in  which  suits  such  proceedings  shall  and  may  be  had 
as  if  the  legal  title  of  the  premises  had  been  vested  in  the  said 
William  Atlee,  Jasper  Yeates,  Stephen  Chambers,  Joseph  Ship- 
pen,  junior,  and  Edward  Hand. 

Passed  November  28,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  67,  ete. 


CHAPTER  MCICVIII. 


A  SUPPLEaiBNT  TO  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  BNCOURAGB  AND 
PROTECT  THE  MANUFACTURERS  OF  THIS  STATE  BY  LATXNG  AD- 
DITIONAL DUTIES  ON  THE  IMPORTATION  OF  CERTAIN  MANUFAC- 
TURES WHICH  INTERFERE  WITH  THEM,  i 

(Section  L  P.L.)  Whereas  the  duties  laid  by  the  said  act 
on  all  wines  and  fruit  of  the  growth  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
or  of  the  territories  thereunto  belonging  are  to  continue  only 
so  long  as  the  flour  of  America  is  prohibited  from  being  im- 
ported into  the  said  kingdom  and  territories.  And  whereas 
the  prohibition  on  the  importation  of  the  flour  of  America  is 
limited  to  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  and  the  said  flour  is  ad- 
mitted into  the  territories  of  the  said  kingdom. 

And  whereas  the  manufacture  of  nails  and  spikes  may  if 
further  encouraged  be  carried  on  in  this  state  to  the  groat 
emolument  thereof: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  lays 

1  Passed  September  20,  1786,  Chap.  1188. 
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duties  upon  wines  and  fruit  of  the  growth  of  the  territories  of 
the  kingdom  aforesaid  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  all  nails  and  spikes  of 
foreign  manufacture  that  shall  be  imported  into  this  state  by 
land  or  by  water  after  the  first  day  of  May  next  there  shall  be 
levied,  collected  and  paid  to  the  use  of  this  commonwealth 
the  further  and  additional  duty  of  one  penny  for  every  pound 
thereof  and  the  same  duty  shall  be  collected,  secured  and  paid 
in  like  manner  and  for  like  continuance  as  the  impost  of  two 
and  a  half  per  centum  is  or  shall  be  collected,  secured  and  paid 
subject  to  like  regulations,  seizure  and  forfeiture  and  be  en- 
titled to  like  draw-backs  upon  re-exjwrtation,  and  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  subject  to  like  account  and 
responsibility  for  the  same. 

Passed  December  24»  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  68,  ete. 


CHAPTER  MCICIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  QUIETING  THE  DISTURBANCES  AT  WYOMING.  FOR  PAR- 
DONING CERTAIN  OFFENDERS  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THERE- 
IN MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  a  spirit  of  licentiousness  and  diso- 
bedience to  the  laws  has  for  some  time  [past]  prevailed  in  the 
counties  of  Northumberland  and  Northampton  and  divers 
enormities  have  been  there  committed  in  consequence  of  a  dis- 
pute subsisting  between  a  number  of  people  called  CJonnecticut 
claimants  and  other  citizens  of  this  state  highly  injurious  to  the 
peace,  good  order  and  dignity  of  the  said  state. 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that  the  hands 
of  government  should  be  strengthened  and  that  proper  measures 
be  taken  as  well  to  quiet  the  said  disturbances  as  to  protect 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  the  said  counties  in  their  persons 
and  estates,  and  it  is  likewise  fit  that  lenient  means  be  first 
tried  before  the  most  coercive  ones  are  used: 
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Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
anthority  of  the  same,  That  all  and  all  manner  of  felonies^  riots^ 
tresspasses,  offences,  crimes^  contempts,  and  misdemeanors 
whatsoever  done  or  committed  by  any  person  or  persons  within 
the  said  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Northampton  other 
than  the  persons  hereinafter  excepted  under  pretence  or  color 
or  in  consequence  of  any  disputes  or  controversies  which  have 
subsisted  between  the  said  C!onnecticut  claimants  and  other 
citizens  of  this  state  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  November  last, 
be  pardoned,  released,  acquitted,  indemnified,  discharged  and 
be  put  in  oblivion,  and  that  all  and  every  the  person  and  per- 
sons other  than  such  as  are  hereinafter  excepted  who  have 
done  or  committed  the  same  be  and  they  are  hereby  pardoned, 
released,  acquitted,  indemnified  and  discharged  therefrom  and 
of  and  from  all  pains,  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  they  or 
any  of  them  may  have  incurred  or  might  incur  for  the  same. 

(Section  III.  P.L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  no  person  or 
persons  who  have  so  as  aforesaid  done  or  committed  any  of 
the  said  felonies,  riots,  trespasses,  offences,  crimes,  contempts 
or  misdemeanors,  and  who  shall  not  on  or  before  the  fifteenth 
day  of  April  next  surrender  himself  or  themselves  to  one  or 
more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  wherein 
such  offender  or  offenders  do  respectively  reside  and  enter 
into  a  recognizance  or  recognizances  to  this  commonwealth 
with  one  sufl&cient  surety  for  each  of  the  said  offenders  in  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  conditioned  for  his  or  their  keep- 
ing the  peace  and  being  of  good  behavior  for  the  term  of  twelve 
months^  shall  receive  any  benefit  or  advantage  of  or  from  the 
said  pardon  or  indemnity  or  be  held  or  adjudged  to  be  pardoned 
or  indemnified  by,  under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  president  or  vice-presi- 
dent and  supreme  executive  council  of  this  commonwealth  be 
authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  employ  such  and  so  many  of  the  militia  of  this 
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commonwealth  and  for  so  long  a  time  as  they  may 
judge  necessary  for  duly  enforcing  the  laws  in  the  coun- 
ties aforesaid  and  for  assisting  the  magistrates  and  min- 
isterial officers  in  the  said  counties  respectively  to  bring  to 
justice  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  who  have  done 
or  committed  any  of  the  said  offences  and  who  shall  not  have 
surrendered  himself  or  themselves  and  given  the  security  afore- 
said within  the  time  and  in  the  proper  manner  directed  by 
this  act,  and  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  are 
hereby  empowered  to  draw  orders  on  tho  treasurer  of  this  state 
for  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  pounds. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  assembly 
of  this  commonwealth  passed  the  ninth  day  of  September  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  entitled,  "An  act  for  the  repeal  of  an  act  entitled,  *An 
act  to  prevent  and  stay  suits  from  being  brought  against  the 
inhabitants  of  Wyoming  during  the  times  therein  mentioned, 
[and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned.]'  "  as^  confirms  the 
division  of  the  townships  of  Shawnese,  Stoke  and  Wyoming 
into  two  districts  for  the  purpose  of  electing  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  same  and  to  enable  the  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil to  commissionate  four  or  more  of  the  persons  elected  as 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  same  be  hereby  repealed  and  so 
much  of  the  said  act  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void  and  the 
commissions  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  heretofore  granted  by 
the  said  supreme  executive  council  in  pursuance  thereof  are 
hereby  annulled  and  made  void. 

Passed  December  24,  1785.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  69,  etc 


1  Chapter  1080. 
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CHAPTER  MCO. 


A  SUPPLBMBNT  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED.  "AN  ACT  FOR  RAISING  THE 
SUM  OP  PORTY-TWO  THOUSAND  DOLLARS  FOR  IMPROVINa  THE 
PUBUC  ROADS  LEADING  PROM  THE  CITY  OP  PHILADELPHIA  TO 
THE  WESTERN  PARTS  OP  THIS  STATE  AND  TOWARDS  l^E  IM- 
PROVING THE  NAVIGATION  OP  THE  RIVER  SCHUYLKILL." 

(Section  !•  P.L.)  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this 
honse  by  the  managers  of  the  state  lottery  instituted  by  [an  act 
entitled,]  "An  act  for  raising  by  way  of  lottery  the  sum  of  forty- 
two  thousand  dollars  for  the  improving  the  public  roads  lead- 
ing from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  western  parts  of  thia 
state  and  towards  the  improving  the  navigation  of  the  River 
Schuylkill,"^  that  the  mode  of  drawing  the  said  lottery  with- 
out mixing  blanks  among  the  prizes  as  directed  by  the  said 
act  is  attended  by  the  disadvantages  and  discouragements  in 
the  sale  of  such  tickets  as  may  remain  undisposed  of  after  the 
commencement  of  the  drawings  of  the  several  classes  thereof; 

In  order  therefore  to  remove  those  disadvantages  and  dis- 
couragements^ and  to  render  the  said  lottery  as  acceptable  and 
useful  as  may  be  to  the  good  people  of  this  commonwealth, 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
managers  of  the  said  lottery  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and 
required  to  prepare  for  the  second,  third  and  fourth  classes  of 
the  said  lottery  pieces  of  blank  paper  of  equal  dimensions  and 
of  the  size  of  the  papers  upon  which  the  prizes  are  to  be  written 
conformably  to  the  directions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  and  the  said  blanks  so  prepared  shall  cause  to  be 
rolled  up  and  tied  in  the  same  manner  and  as  much  as  possible 
to  resemble  the  said  prizes,  of  which  blanks  so  rolled  up  and 
tied  seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-seven  shall  be  put 
into* the  wheel  containing  the  prizes  of  the  second  class  and 
being  well  mixed  with  the  said  prizes  shall  be  drawn  with  them, 
iPaased  March  16,  1784,  Chapter  1075. 
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and  that  seven  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  of  the 
said  blanks  shall  be  put  into  the  wheel  containing  the  prizes 
of  the  third  class  and  being  well  mixed  with  the  said  prizes 
shall  be  drawn  with  them,  and  that  eight  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  of  the  said  blanks  shall  be  put  into  the  wheel 
containing  the  prizes  of  the  fourth  class  and  being  well  mixed 
with  the  said  prizes  shall  be  drawn  with  them,  anything  in 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Passed  February  27,  1786.    Recorded  L*.  B.  No.  8,  p.  70,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOOI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  SOCIBTT  KNOWN  BT  THB  NAMB 
AND  8TYLB  OF  THB  MUTUAL  ASSURANCE  COMPANT  FOR  INSURINO 
HOUSES  FROM  LOSS  BY  FIRE,  TO  RATIFY  AND  CONFIRM  THB 
ARTICLES  OF  AORBBMBNT  OF  THB  CONTRIBUTORS  AND  TO  BN- 
ABLB  THBM  TO  MAKE  SUITABLE  BY-LA WS  FOR  THB  BBTTBR  BIAN- 
AGBMENT  AND  PROSECUTION  OF  THEIR  SAID  DESIGN. 

(Section  1.  P.L.)  Whereas  a  number  of  persons  for  their  own 
mutnal  security  and  for  the  common  security  and  advantage 
of  their  fellow  citizens  and  others  have  by  certain  articles  of 
agreement  bearing  date  the  twenty-first  day  of  October  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four 
formed  and  entered  into  a  society  for  the  insurance  of  houses 
from  loss  by  fire  upon  the  most  equal  terms  apart  from  all 
views  of  private  or  separate  gain  or  interest: 

And  whereaA  it  has  been  found  by  experience  that  the  said 
design  so  far  sb  it  hath  been  already  carried  into  execution  haB 
proved  very  useful  and  advantageous  to  the  adventurers 
therein. 

And  wheresB  the  members  of  the  said  society  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  prosecute  the  said  design  in  a  manner  more 
extensively  beneficial  to  the  public  and  more  effectually  to 
secure  the  interest  of  all  persons  concerned  are  desirous  that 
the  members  forming  the  said  society  may  be  incorporated  and 
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made  a  body  politic  in  law  and  that  the  covenants  and  agree- 
ments mntnally  made  and  entered  into  between  them  may  be 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  an  act  of  the  legislature. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and* 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  who  have  heretofore  subscribed  the  said  recited 
articles  of  agreement  by  him,  her  or  themselves,  or  by  his,  her  or 
their  attorney  or  agent  and  each  and  every  one  who  shall  here- 
after in  like  manner  subscribe  the  same  or  shall  at  any  time 
or  times  hereafter  insure  in  or  with  the  said  society  their 
respective  heirs,  devisees,  and  assigns,  shall  be  and  they  and 
every  of  them  are  hereby  declared  to  be  members  of  the  said 
society  and  are  hereby  made  a  body  politic  and  corporate  in 
law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  and  shall  have  perpetual  suc- 
cession and  may  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  by 
the  name  of  the  Mutual  Assurance  Company  for  insuring 
Houses  from  Loss  by  Fire  in  all  courts  of  judicature  within 
this  state  and  by  that  name  shall  and  may  lend  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  said  members  to  such  person 
or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  as  may  be  willing  to 
borrow  the  same  on  such  securities  and  in  the  manner  herein- 
after directed  and  the  said  corporation  are  hereby  empowered 
to  have  and  to  use  one  common  seal  in  all  their  affairs. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  every  mortgage,  bond, 
bill,  and  other  securities  for  moneys  lent  which  have  been  here- 
tofore taken  in  the  names  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  society 
or  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer  thereof  shall  and  may  be  sued 
for  and  recovered  in  the  name  of  the  Mutual  Assurance  Com- 
3)any  for  insuring  Houses  from  Loss  by  Fire  in  as  full,  ample 
and  effectual  manner  as  if  the  said  mortgages,  bonds,  bills  and 
other  securities  had  been  and  were  taken  in  that  name  any- 
thing in  the  said  securities  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstand- 
ing. 

(Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  whereas  the  said  society  did  on  the 
flrst  Monday  in  October  last  in  pursuance  of  the  said  articles 
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of  agreement  elect  Matthew  Clarkson,  William  Craig,  Benjamin 
Wynkoop,  John  Phillips,  John  Clement  Stocker,  Thomas  Frank- 
lin, Isaac  Jones,  John  Harrison,  Joseph  Sims,  Phillip  Wager, 
James  Cooper,  Presley  Blackiston,  and  John  Wharton  to  be 
trustees  for  the  ensuing  year. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Matthew  Clarkson,  Wil- 
liam Craig,  Benjamin  Wynkoop,  John  Phillips,  John  Clement 
Stocker,  Thomas  Franklin,  Isaac  Jones,  John  Harrison,  Joseph 
Sims,  Philip  Wager,  James  Cooper,  Presley  Blackiston,  and 
John  Wharton,  shall  be  and  continue  [to  be]  trustees  of  the 
said  society  until  the  first  Monday  in  October  next  after  the 
publication  of  this  act  and  until  others  shall  be  duly  chosen  in 
their  room,  which  said  trustees  and  all  trustees  hereafter  to  be 
chosen  by  virtue  of  this  act  or  a  majority  of  them  are  hereby 
empowered  to  provide  a  seal  for  the  said  society  and  to  change 
and  alter  the  same  if  they  shall  see  occasion  and  also  to  appoint 
one  or  more  clerks,  surveyors,  messengers  and  other  servants 
and  their  respective  fees  and  salaries  as  they  shall  think  proper 
and  to  take  such  securities  from  them  as  they  shall  think 
sufficient  for  the  due  discharge  of  their  respective  trusts  and 
they,  the  said  trustees,  shall  and  may  also  from  time  to  time 
direct  and  order  the  making  and  giving  out  policies  and  dis- 
pose of,  place  out,  take  in,  secure  and  improve  the  stock  of  the 
said  society,  and  the  interest,  profit  and  produce  thereof  for 
defraying  the  contingent  charges  of  the  said  society  and  satis- 
fying all  such  losses  and  damages  as  shall  or  may  happen  in 
or  to  the  same,  and  shall  and  may  also  provide  books  of  ac- 
counts and  all  other  things  needful  and  requisite  for  the  affairs 
thereof,  and  the  said  trustees  shall  and  may  and  are  hereby 
empowered  to  suspend  and  remove  all  and  any  of  the  officers 
and  servants  aforesaid  as  they  shall  see  cause  and  from  time 
to  time  supply  any  vacancy  which  shall  happen  on  the  death 
or  removal  of  them  or  any  of  them,  and  the  said  trustees  are 
hereby  empowered  to  do,  perform  and  execute,  all  other  acts, 
matters  and  things,  needful,  incident  or  relative  to  the  premises 
or  any  of  them  which  they  shall  think  fit  and  reasonable  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  and  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 
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[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  [sic]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  there  shall  be  a  general 
meeting  of  members  of  the  society  aforesaid  on  the  first  Monday 
in  October  in  every  year  or  oftener  if  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  think  fit  or  if  twenty  members 
insuring  to  the  value  of  ten  thousand  pounds  or  upwards  shall 
require  the  same,  of  which  general  meetings  and  of  the  mat- 
ters therein  intended  to  be  moved,  proposed  and  transacted^ 
public  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  said  trustees  at  least  seven 
days  before  the  time  of  such  meetings  in  some  public  news- 
paper or  newspapers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  when  and  where 
all  the  said  members  shall  have  full  right  and  liberty  to  be 
present  and  be  capable  of  acting  and  managing  the  affairs  of 
the  said  society  that  shall  then  come  before  them  and  they  shall 
begin  an  hour  at  least  after  the  time  appointed  for  meeting 
and  shall  choose  a  chairman  by  a  majority  of  votes  by  tickets 
in  writing  and  after  such  choice  shall  continue  on  the  business 
proposed  one  hour  or  longer  before  any  determination  shall 
be  had  thereon.  And  if  any  chairman  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  put  or  offer  to  the  consideration  and  determination  of  the 
said  members  so  met  any  question  or  matter  which  shall  then 
and  there  be  proposed,  seconded  and  insisted  on  then  the  said 
members  shall  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  in  like  manner 
to  choose  another  chairman  in  the  room  of  him  so  refusing  or 
neglecting  and  the  said  members  at  every  such  general  meeting 
shall  and  may  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  consider, 
treat,  and  determine,  of  and  concerning  all  or  every  the  matters 
and  things  relating  to  the  prudent  and  just  management  and 
good  order  of  the  said  society  and  to  establish  and  confirm  all 
such  articles  and  rules  as  have  been  heretofore  agreed  to  and 
not  ratified  and  confirmed  by  this  act,  to  alter  and  amend  the 
same  and  to  make  and  eetablish  any  other  additional  rules  and 
articles  for  the  better  and  more  perfect  prosecution  of  the  true 
intent  and  design  of  the  said  society.  At  all  which  meetings  the 
determination  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present  shall  be 
conclusive  and  binding  on  the  whole  society.  Provided  always^ 
That  the  said  rules  and  articles  be  not  consistent  with  or  con- 
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traiy  to  the  regulations  and  eetablishmentfi  made  and  declared 
by  this  act 

[Se<;tion  ¥•]  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  at  the  said  general  meeting 
in  the  month  of  October  yearly  and  every  year  the  said  mem- 
bers who  shall  be  present  shall  choose  by  tickets  in  writing 
thirteen  persons  out  of  their  own  body  to  be  the  trustees  and 
one  other  person  to  be  the  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year  and 
the  said  election  shall  begin  on  the  said  first  Monday  in  October 
and  be  continued  by  adjournment  if  necessary  from  day  to  day 
until  the  members  who  shall  attend  shall  have  voted  and  that 
the  Trustees  of  the  preceding  year  shall  appoint  two  of  their 
own  body  with  three  other  members  who  are  not  trustees  to 
be  the  judges  of  the  election,  who  shall  under  their  hands  or 
the  hands  of  a  major  part  of  them  report  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons duly  elected  trustees  and  treasurer  respectively  for  the 
ensuing  year  to  the  general  meeting  and  when  the  said  election 
is  over  and  the  rei>ort  aforesaid  so  made  the  members  present 
may  proceed  to  business  and  not  before. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  George  Emlen  shall  be  the 
treasurer  to  the  said  society  for  the  present  year  and  shall  con- 
tinue in  his  said  office  until  the  first  Monday  in  October  next 
ensuing  the  publication  of  this  act  and  until  another  shall  be 
chosen  in  his  stead,  which  treasurer  and  all  other  treasurers 
to  be  elected  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  have  the  custody  of 
the  cash,  securities  and  deeds  belonging  to  the  said  society,  and 
shall  from  time  to  time  pay  and  deliver  the  same  and  every 
of  them  to  such  persons  as  the  trustees  for  the  time  being 
or  a  majority  of  them  shall  by  their  orders  direct  and  api>oint 
which  said  orders  shall  be  good  vouchers  to  indemnify  him 
and  shall  have  power  and  he  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required 
to  give  sufficient  releases  and  discharges  of  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  which  shall  be  paid  on  any  mortgage,  bond,  bill  or 
other  security  and  within  one  month  after  request  to  acknow- 
ledge the  same  on  record  if  such  payment  shall  be  on  a  mort- 
gage, under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  and  paying  any  sum  of 
money  not  exceeding  the  mortgage  money  to  be  recovered  in 
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a  court  of  justice  by  bill  plaint  or  information^  and  shall  also 
keep  regular  and  fair  books  of  accounts  of  all  cash,  securities, 
deeds,  writings  and  other  things  by  him  received  or  committed 
to  his  care  and  custody  and  of  all  cash,  securities,  deeds,  writ- 
ings, and  other  things  and  effects  by  him  paid  or  delivered  as 
aforesaid,  and  that  such  treasurer  before  he  enters  on  the  duties 
of  his  office  shall  give  such  security  to  the  said  corporation  in 
the  name  aforesaid  for  the  due  and  faithful  discharge  of  his 
trust  and  for  accounting  for  and  delivering  up  to  his  successor 
in  said  office  all  such  moneys,  securities,  deeds,  writings  and  ef- 
fects as  shall  have  come  to  his  hands  or  custody,  and  which 
shall  not  have  been  paid  or  delivered  upon  discharge  of  any 
mortgage  as  aforesaid  or  by  order  of  the  trustees  as  aforesaid, 
as  the  said  trustees  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  direct  and  re- 
quire, which  security  the  said  trustees  are  hereby  enjoined  and 
required  to  see  duly  given  and  executed  and  recorded  in  the  of- 
fice for  recording  of  deeds  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia  before 
any  such  treasurer  so  elected  shall  enter  upon  his  said  office  and 
before  he  shall  receive  any  of  the  cash,  securities,  deeds,  writ- 
ings, or  other  effects  aforesaid,  and  if  through  the  default  or 
neglect  of  the  said  trustees,  security  shall  not  be  given  by  such 
treasurer  as  aforesaid  the  said  Trustees  shall  be  accountable 
for  his  conduct  and  demeanor  in  said  office  and  make  good  to 
and  indemnify  all  and  every  of  the  said  members  who  shall  sus- 
tain any  damage  for  want  thereof. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  shall 
meet  when  and  where  and  as  often  as  they  shall  think  proper 
but  at  least  once  in  every  month  on  the  second  Wednesday  in 
each  month  and  being  a  majority  at  least  they  shall  and  may 
enter  upon,  order,  direct  and  dispatch  all  such  matters  and 
things  relating  to  the  office  of  insurance  as  shall  properly  come 
before  them  and  such  their  proceedings  shall  be  good  and 
valid  in  all  the  affairs  and  business  of  the  said  society  that 
shall  be  committed  to  their  management  by  the  members  afore- 
said from  time  to  time  at  their  general  meeting  and  in  case 
any  of  the  trustees  or  treasurer  hereafter  to  be  elected  shall 
happen  to  die,  remove  out  of  the  state  or  shall  refuse  or  neglect 


1786]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  157 

to  act  as  trustee  or  trustees  or  treasurer  or  shall  for  two  calen- 
der months  wholly  omit  and  neglect  to  attend  the  affairs  and 
business  of  the  said  society,  then  and  in  such  case  the  trustees 
for  the  time  being  or  a  majority  of  them  may  choose  another 
trustee  or  trustees  or  treasurer  in  the  room  and  stead  of  such 
who  shall  die,  remove  or  refuse  or  neglect  to  act  as  aforesaid. 
Provided  nevertheless,  that  all  the  trustees  acting  and  in  office 
shall  have  due  and  previous  notice  of  such  intended  election 
and  such  choice  being  confirmed  by  a  second  meeting  of  the 
said  trustees  the  person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be  the  trus- 
tee or  trustees  or  treasurer  respectively  until  the  next  annual 
meeting  and  election. 

[Section  VIIL]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  trustees  aforesaid  for  the 
time  being  or  the  majority  of  them  shall  and  may  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered  to  lend,  advance  and  lay  out  on  mort- 
gage of  houses  and  lands  and  other  real  estate  such  sum  and 
sums  of  money  as  from  time  to  time  they  shall  think  fit.  So 
always  and  provided  that  upon  all  such  loans  the  resolutions 
and  orders  of  the  trustees  thereupon  be  had  and  made  at  two 
several  monthly  meetings  or  boards  of  a  major  part  at  least 
of  all  the  trustees  and  so  that  the  titles  and  conveyances  re- 
lating to  such  loans  be  first  approved  of  by  counsel  learned  in 
the  law. 

♦  [Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  shall  always 
stand  and  be  indemnified  and  saved  harmless  by  the  said  mem- 
bers in  and  for  their  giving  out  and  signing  policies  of  insur-  * 
ance  and  all  their  other  lawful  acts,  deeds  and  transactions 
done  and  performed  in  pursuance  of  this  act  and  the  stock, 
securities  and  joint  effects  of  the  said  members  shall  in  the  first 
place  be  appropriated  to  exonerate  and  discharge,  indemnify 
and  save  harmless  the  said  trustees  and  every  of  them  of  and 
from  all  such  costs,  charges,  damages  and  expenses  which  shall 
or  may  happen  to  arise  or  which  they  or  any  of  them  shall 
reasonably  expend  or  sustain  for  or  concerning  the  trust  afore- 
said nor  shall  any  of  the  said  trustees  be  answerable  for  or 
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charged  with  the  defaults,  neglects,  and  misdeeds  of  the  others 
of  them. 

Passed  Febmary  27,  1786.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  8,  p.  71«  etc 


CHAPTER  MCOII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  FURTHER  RBUEF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  CRBDrFORS 
WHO  ARE  CITIZENS  OF  THIS  STATE  BY  RECEIYING  ON  LOAN  CER- 
TAIN DEBTS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  AND  FOR  FUND- 
ING THE  SAME  AND  FOR  PAYING  THE  ANNUAL  INTEREST  OF  SUCH 
LOANS  AND  THE  INTEREST  OF  CERTAIN  DEBTS  OF  TlAs  STATE 
EVERY  SIX  MONTHS. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembler 
of  this  commonwealth  passed  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  March 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  entitled  "An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this  state 
towards  paying  the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States  and  for  funding  and  paying  the  interest  of  the  public 
debts  of  this  State,"^  provision  was  made  amongst  other  things 
for  enabling  the  continental  loan  officer  in  this  state  to  pay 
the  annual  interest  of  certain  debts  of  the  United  States  due 
to  the  citizens  of  this  state  on  the  certificates  in  the  said  act  set 
forth  and  described. 

And  whereas  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  by 
act  bearing  date  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  September  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five 
have  made  such  regulations  concerning  the  payment  of  the 
said  interest  as  to  render  it  expedient  to  continue  the  payment 
of  the  same  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  this 
state. 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  proper  that  the  patriotic  citizens 
of  this  state  who  in  the  late  arduous  conflict  yielded  their 
property  and  their  personal  services  to  the  public  use  and  there- 
by eminently  contributed  to  the  establishment  of  the  peace, 
liberty  and  safety  of  the  United  States  of  America  should  be 
1  Chapter  1187. 
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relieved  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit  from  bearing  an 
undue  proportion  of  the  public  burden  which  ought  to  rest 
equally  on  all  citizens. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  the  treasurer  of  this 
state  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  procure 
at  the  public  exi>ense  a  competent  number  of  blank  certificates 
printed  on  thin  paper  resembling  that  of  the  continental  loan 
office  certificates  with  proper  checks  and  devices  to  guard 
against  counterfeits,  and  with  a  large  margin  or  counterpart 
sufficient  to  contain  a  memorandum  of  the  essential  circum- 
stances of  the  debts  to  be  thereby  secured  respectively  and  of 
the  annual  payments  of  interest  which  shall  have  been  made 
thereon,  which  certificates  so  to  be  procured  shall  severally 
be  signed  by  the  said  treasurer  and  by  him  delivered  to  the 
comptroller  general  of  this  state  to  be  filled  up,  numbered, 
registered,  countersigned  and  delivered  out  as  herein  after  is 
directed,  and  the  said  blank  certificates  shall  severally  contain 
the  words  following  viz:  The  commonwealth  of  Pennfiylvania 
hath  received  on  loan  from 

the  sum  of 
,  to  be  paid  to  the  said 
or  bearer  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six  with  interest 
from  the  day  of  at  the  rate  of  six 

per  centum  per  annum  to  be  paid  half  yearly  at  the  state 
treasury  according  to  the  directions  of  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly  passed  on  the  day  of 

Section  II.  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  comptroller  general  of  this 
state  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  receive 
on  loan  in  behalf  of  the  state  such  certificates  of  the  debts  due 
from  the  United  States  of  America  as  are  herein  after  described, 
and  no  other  and  to  issue  and  deliver  in  lieu  thereof  to  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  before  the  first  day  of  March  which 
shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
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and  eighty-eight  voluntarily  make  Buch  loan  or  loans  a  certifi- 
cate OP  certificates  (of  those  hereinbefore  described)  to  the 
amount  of  or  value  of  the  sum  or  sums  due  as  principal  money 
on  the  certificate  and  certificates  which  he  shall  [so]  receive  on 
loan^  expressing  the  period  from  which  the  said  principal  sum 
is  entitled  to  draw  interest  according  to  the  tenor  and  terms  of 
the  certificate  or  certificates  so  received  on  loan.  And  the 
certificates  so  to  be  issued  shall  respectively  bear  date  on  the 
quarterly  day  hereinafter  mentioned  which  shall  happen  on 
or  next  preceeding  the  paying  in  of  the  certificates  upon  loan 
as  aforesaid  that  is  to  say  on  the  first  day  of  January,  the  first 
day  of  April,  the  first  day  of  July  or  the  first  day  of  October 
and  if  it  shall  happen  that  several  of  the  certificates  of  the 
United  States  of  America  shall  be  offered  on  loan  differing  in 
their  dates  and  in  the  arrearages  of  interest  due  thereon  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  consolidate  a  fair  calculation  shall  be 
made  of  the  mean  time  from  which  the  aggregate  sum  ought  to 
bear  interest,  and  such  point  of  time  shall  be  inserted  on  the 
certificate  to  be  issued  accordingly. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  certificates  so  to  be  re- 
ceived on  loan  as  aforesaid  shall  be  such  loan  office  certificates 
and  other  certificates  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  no  other  whereof  the  holders  severally  were  en- 
titled to  receive  the  annual  interest  thereon  respectively  ac- 
cruing from  the  loan  office  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  this  state  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  March 
last  hereinbefore  recited. 

(Section  V.  P.L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  no  certificate 
of  a  debt  or  balance  due  to  any  person  or  persons  on  the  books 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  now  commonly  called  fun- 
ded debts  shall  be  received  as  aforesaid  unless  it  be  accom- 
panied with  a  proper  attestation  from  the  register  general  of 
the  United  States  of  America  or  other  proper  officer  having  the 
custody  of  the  said  books  that  the  consideration  on  which  such 
debt  did  arise  and  every  part  thereof  was  originally  of  such 
kind  and  quality  as  is  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  debts  hereinbefore  described  which  are  entitled  to  the 
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benefit  of  this  act  nor  unless  such  certificate  be  accompanied 
with  a  regular  transfer  or  power  to  make  such  transfer  to  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.  And  provided  also,  That  such 
of  the  aforesaid  Loan  Office  certificates  as  bear  date  on  or  after 
the  first  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  shall  be  accounted  and  re- 
ceived for  so  much  and  no  more  as  the  sums  expressed  therein 
amount  to  in  specie  value  according  to  the  scale  of  deprecia- 
tion established  by  the  United  States  of  America  for  ascertain- 
ing the  value  of  such  certificates. 

(Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  whereas  certain  of  the  loan  office 
certificates  aforesaid  which  bear  date  between  the  first  day  of 
September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  and  the  first  day  of  March  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  are 
subject  to  liquidation  by  the  aforesaid  scale  of  depreciation 
on  the  final  redemption  and  payment  of  the  principal  sums 
thereof  respectively  althought  the  possessors  of  the  same  cer- 
tificates be  entitled  to  receive  the  annual  interest  thereof  at 
full  value  on  the  nominal  sums  therein  expressed  until  such 
redemption  and  payment  of  the  principal  be  made;  and  it  may 
be  necessary  to  distinguish  and  set  forth  this  particularity  on 
the  certificates  to  be  given  for  loans  to  be  made  as  aforesaid 
in  such  certificates  in  order  that  the  proper  liquidation  of  the 
principal  moneys  thereof  may  be  made  on  the  final  payment 
and  discharge  of  the  same. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIL  P.L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  on  every  certificate  which 
shall  be  issued  as  aforesaid  for  loans  which  shall  be  made  in 
the  continental  loan  office  certificates  last  herein  described  shall 
be  written  the  number,  date  and  sum  mentioned  in  every  such 
continental  loan  office  certificate  as  shall  be  received  as  the 
consideration  for  the  certificates  of  this  state  so  to  be  issued 
respectively,  and  such  certificates  shall  be  subject  to  such 
liquidation  on  the  payment  of  the  principal  as  the  said  conti- 
nental certificates  are  now  subject  to. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  for 
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the  time  being  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
twice  in  every  year  to  pay  with  and  out  of  the  aggregate  fund 
provided  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  the  interest  for  six  months  accrued  on  all  such  debts  due 
from  this  state  as  shall  be  ascertained  and  established  by  cer- 
tificates so  as  aforesaid  to  be  made  and  issued  by  virtue  of  this 
act  which  payments  of  interest  shall  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  April  and  October  respectively  in  each  year  and  be  made 
to  the  holders  or  possessors  of  such  certificates  respectively, 
and  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take 
receipts  and  account  for  such  payments  and  to  proceed  in  the 
payment  of  the  arrearages  of  interest  on  the  said  certificates  in 
such  manner  as  is  directed  in  and  by  the  before  recited  act, 
enacted  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five,  respecting  the  payments  to  be  made  by 
virtue  of  the  said  act.  Provided  that  in  the  first  of  the  said 
payments  of  interest  on  the  certificates  to  be  issued  by  virtue 
of  this  act  the  said  treasurer  shall  and  he  is  hereby  directed 
to  pay  the  interest  for  one  whole  year. 

Section  VI.  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  comptroller-general  shall 
and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  make  regular  entries  in  a  book 
or  books  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  of  the  certificates  which  he 
shall  issue  by  virtue  of  this  act,  which  registry  shall  contain 
in  convenient  order  the  number,  date  and  name  of  the  person 
or  persons  to  whom  such  certificates  be  issued,  the  sum  and 
the  time  from  which  interest  is  due  upon  every  such  certificate 
and  also  a  like  registry  of  each  kind  or  species  or  certificates 
he  shall  receive  on  loan  as  aforesaid,  a  copy  of  which  registries 
respectively  shall  be  laid  before  the  supreme  executive  council 
from  time  to  time  as  the  said  council  shall  require  the  same, 
together  with  the  original  certificates  so  by  him  received  to 
be  compared  with  the  said  registry  and  checked  and  examined 
in  such  manner  as  the  said  council  or  as  the  general  assembly 
shall  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary  or  proper. 

Section  VII.  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  comptroller-general  shall 
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from  time  to  time  as  occasion  shall  require  present  all  such 
certificates  of  debts  due  from  the  United  States  of  America  as 
shall  so  as  aforesaid  or  otherwise  come  into  his  hands  and  cus- 
tody for  the  use  of  the  state  to  the  officer  appointed  by  the 
United  States  of  America  to  pay  the  interest  which  shall  be 
due  thereon  in  the  manner  after  which  the  same  interest  is  op 
shall  be  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  of  America 
and  on  receipt  of  such  interest  in  money  or  in  certificates  he 
shall  note  every  such  payment  and  registry  aforesaid  and  pay 
the  same  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  taking  the  receipt 
of  the  said  treasurer  for  and  making  him  chargeable  with  the 
amount  thereof  and  the  said  treasurer  shall  pay  the  same  to  the 
officer  appointed  and  authorized  to  receive  such  payment  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  order  that  the  same 
may  be  duly  allowed  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  this  state. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XL  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  new  certificates  when  pro- 
cured and  issued  as  hereinbefore  is  directed  shall  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  made  and  declared  to  be  receivable  in  the 
land  office  of  this  state  in  the  same  manner,  in  similar  cases 
and  to  like  purposes  and  effect  as  the  certificates  of  debts  due 
by  this  state  and  as  the  certificates  for  debts  due  by  the  United 
States  of  America  to  the  citizens  of  this  state  were  receivable 
in  the  same  office  before  the  publication  of  this  act  except  for 
lands  especially  appropriated  for  the  redemption  of  deprecia- 
tion certificates. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  interest  on  all  certificates 
of  this  state  which  have  been  issued  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
the  first  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four,  entitled*  "An  act  to  enable  the  comptrol- 
ler-general to  issue  certificates  for  the  balances  due  on  the  ac- 
counts of  the  ranging  companies  raised  for  the  defense  of  the 
frontiers  and  other  accounts  due  to  the  citizens  of  this  state," 
and  by  one  other  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  thirteenth 
day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  such 
s  Chapter  1100. 
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persons  as  have  debts  due  to  them  from  the  estates  of  persons 
attainted  of  treason  and  confiscated  in  the  [late]  war  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"'  and  for  the  annual  payment 
of  which  interest  by  the  treasurer  of  this  state  provision  hath 
been  made  by  the  said  act  of  the  sixteenth  [day]  of  March  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  shall  after  the  next  annual  payment  of  interest  thereon  be 
thenceforth  paid  half-yearly  by  the  treasurer  of  this  state  in 
manner  aforesaid  and  that  the  arrearages  of  interest  due  upon 
such  certificates  before  the  first  of  January  next  shall  be  paid 
by  the  said  treasurer  as  directed  by  the  same  act  of  the  six- 
teenth day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIIL  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  interest  of  the  certificates 
which  have  been  funded  on  the  revenue  arising  from  the  excise 
on  wines  and  spirituos  liquors  by  the  act  of  general  assembly, 
entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  certain  moneys  arising  from 
the  excise  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest  on  unalien- 
ated certificates  therein  mentioned,"*  of  the  twenty-first  day 
of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three  and  other  subsequent  acts  of  assembly  shall 
in  like  manner  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  April  next  be 
payable  by  the  treasurer  half-yearly  to  the  holders  of  the  said 
certificates  respectively. 

Passed  Ist  of  March  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  74. 

s  Chapter  1149. 
4  Chapter  1024. 


CHAPTER  MOCIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THD  INCORPORATINQ  THE  CONORBQATION  OP  THE  PRO- 
TESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  COMMONLY  CALLED  BANQOR 
CHURCH  AND  SCHOOL  IN  CHURCHTOWN,  CARNARVAN  TOWNSHIP, 
AND  COUNTY  OP  LANCASTER. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  divers  members  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  formerly  in  communion  with  the  Church  of 
England  did  many  years  ago  at  a  very  considerable  expense 
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erect  and  build  an  house  for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty 
God  in  Churchtown  which  they  nominated  and  styled  Bangor 
Church  and  likewise  a  public  school  house  near  the  said  church 
in  Camarvan  Township,  Lancaster  Ck)unty  by  certain  appoint- 
ment and  a  special  agreement  vesting  the  same  church  and 
school  together  with  the  lots  of  ground  on  which  they  are  con- 
structed in  certain  persons  in  trust. 

And  whereas  the  survivors  of  the  said  trustees  together  with 
the  present  vestrymen  of  the  above  named  church  and  school 
have  set  forth  and  represented  the  disadvantages  which  they 
have  sustained  and  yet  experience  from  the  want  of  legal  power 
and  consideration  as  a  politic  and  corporate  body  and  also  have 
petitioned  that  they  the  said  survivors  together  with  the  other 
members  of  the  religious  society  who  assemble  in  the  said 
church  may  be  incorporated  and  furnished  with  the  due  and 
customary  privileges  in  this  behalf  and  that  they  may  have  per- 
petual succession. 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  proper  and  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  true  intention  and  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the 
prayer  of  their  petition  be  granted. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal minister  of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being,  Amos  Evans 
and  Aaron  Batten  the  present  wardens,  and  Jacob  Morgan, 
Esquire,  John  Evans,  farmer,  James  Old,  Gabriel  Davies,  Wil- 
liam Smith,  James  Evans,  Samuel  Elliott,  John  Bees,  John 
Huston,  Nathan  Evans  (son  of  John),  Francis  Wilmer,  and 
Richard  Lindsey,  present  vestrymen  of  the  said  church  and  their 
successors  duly  elected  and  nominated  in  their  place  and  stead 
be  and  they  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation 
and  body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever 
by  the  name  and  title  of  ^^The  Minister,  Church  Wardens  and 
Vestrymen  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Bangor,  Car- 
narvan  township  in  the  county  of  Lancaster  in  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania." 
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Section  II.  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  minister,  church  wardens 
and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  the  name  and  title  afore- 
said shall  forever  hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law 
to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple 
or  of  any  lesser  estate  or  estates,  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  an- 
nuities, liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by  the  gift, 
grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  confirma- 
tion or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or' corpo- 
rate capable  to  make  the  same,  and  further  that  the  said  corpo- 
ration may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any 
kind  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  chattels  that  shall  be 
given  or  bequeathed  to  the  said  minister,  church  wardens  and 
vestrymen  and  their  successors  or  by  any  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  and  corporate  capable  to  make  a  gift  or  bequest 
thereof  such  money  goods  and  chattels  to  be  laid  out  by  them 
in  a  purchase  or  purchases  of  lands,  tenements,  messuages, 
houses,  rents,  annuities  or  hereditaments  to  them  and  their 
successors  forever. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents  and  revenues,  profits 
and  interests  of  the  said  church  and  corporation  shall  by  the 
said  minister,  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  and  their  suc- 
cessors from  time  to  time  be  appointed  for  the  maintenance 
and  support  of  the  minister  of  said  church,  for  salaries  to  their 
clerk  and  sexton  and  for  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  said 
church,  burial  ground,  church  yard,  parsonage  house,  school 
house  and  other  tenements  which  do  now  and  hereafter  may  or 
shall  belong  to  the  said  church  and  corporation  and  to  no 
other  use  and  purpose  whatsoever. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  minister,  church  war-' 
dens  and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  grant, 
alien,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  messuage,  houses,  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments  other  than  the  site  of  the  public 
worship  of  church  aforesaid  and  the  burial  ground  which  they 
do  now  or  may  hereafter  possess  as  to  them  [may]  seem  meet 
and  proper:  Provided  always: 
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Section  V.  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid^  That  in  the  disposition^  sale  or  aliena- 
tion of  such  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements  and  heredita- 
ments the  consent  and  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  vestry 
shall  be  had  and  obtained  and  also  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
said  disposition  of  sale  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  purchasing 
and  procuring  other  more  convenient  messuages,  houses,  lands 
or  tenements  as  the  aforesaid  majority  or  vestry  may  deem 
proper  and  expedient  and  to  no  other  purpose  or  purposes 
whatsoever. 

Section  VI.  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  minister,  church  war- 
dens and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them 
Bhall  and  may  convene  fn)m  time  to  time  to  make  rules,  by- 
laws and  ordinances  and  to  transact  everything  requisite  for 
the  good  government  and  support  of  the  said  Church.  Pro- 
vided always,  that  the  said  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances  be 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  statutes  in  force  within  this 
commonwealth  and  that  they  be  consonant  to  the  usages  and 
customs  of  the  said  church. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  minister,  church  war- 
dens and  vestrymen  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
make,  have  and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  or  de- 
vices and  inscription  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same 
to  change,  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  ministers,  church  war- 
dens and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  the  name  before 
mentioned  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any 
judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices  in  all  manner  of  suits,  com- 
plaints, causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever  kind,  na- 
ture or  form  they  be  and  all  and  every  other  matter  and  thing 
therein  to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other 
person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  in  this  common- 
wealth in  the  like  cases  may  or  can  do. 
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[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  vestry  of  the  said  church 
shall  always  consist  of  fourteen  persons,  members  of  the  said 
church,  of  which  number  the  church  wardens  are  always  to 
be  two  and  that  the  election  of  such  vestry  shall  be  made  every 
year  on  Easter  Monday  or  some  day  in  the  same  week,  of  which 
the  said  congregation  shall  have  notice,  by  a  majority  of  such 
members  of  said  church  as  shall  appear  by  the  vestry  books 
to  be  contributors  to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said 
church,  having  and  paying  for  a  pew  or  part  of  a  pew  sufficient 
for  one  person  at  the  least  and  to  be  of  full  age,  who  only  shall 
have  a  right  to  vote  for  the  vestrymen  of  the  said  church. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  contributing  members  of 
the  said  church  shall  elect  and  choose  annually  and  every 
year  two  of  the  said  members  to  be  church  wardens  of  the  said 
church.  Provided  always  nevertheless  that  in  case  of  the  death 
or  removal  of  the  minister  of  the  said  church,  from  such  death 
or  removal  of  the  minister  and  until  another  minister  shall  be 
duly  appointed  and  approved  for  the  said  church,  the  church 
wardens  for  the  time  being  with  the  consent  of  the  major  part 
of  the  vestrymen  in  vestry  met  shall  have  the  same  powers 
and  authorities  to  the  disposition  of  the  rents  and  revenues  of 
the  said  corporation  as  is  herein  before  vested  in  the  minister, 
church  wardens  and  vestrymen. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XII.)  And  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear  yearly  value  of  the  mes- 
suages, houses,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities  or  other 
hereditaments  and  other  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  lawful  money 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  letting  of  the  pews  belonging  to  the  said  church  and 
also  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  opening  of  the 
ground  for  burials  in  the  church  yard  belonging  to  the  said 
church  which  said  moneys  shall  be  received  and  disposed  of  by 
the  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  for  the  time  being  for 
the  purposes  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  directed. 
Passed  March  1,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  77,  etc. 


1786]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  169 


CHAPTER  MC501V. 

AN  ACT  TO  ASCERTAIN  THE  NUMBER  OP  TAXABIJBS  INHABITANTS 
WITHIN  THE  CITY  OP  PHILADELPHIA  AND  WITHIN  THE  COUNTIES 
OP  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  AND  POR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN 
MENTIONED. 

(Section)  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  is  by  the  direction  of  the  sev- 
enteenth section  of  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth  be- 
come the  duty  of  this  general  assembly  to  cause  complete  lists  of 
the  taxable  inhabitants  residing  and  dwelling  within  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  other  than  the  said 
city  and  within  each  of  the  other  counties  of  this  state  respect- 
ively to  be  taken  and  returned  to  this  house  on  or  before  the 
last  meeting  of  the  same  in  order  to  enable  this  general  assem- 
bly to  appoint  and  ascertain  the  number  of  representatives  for 
the  said  city  and  for  the  said  counties  severally  in  the  legis- 
lature for  the  next  seven  years  according  to  the  number  of 
taxable  persons  which  shall  appear  to  be  in  each  of  them : 

Wherefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  (Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia  shall  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  cause 
complete  lists  to  be  made  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  actually 
residing  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  taxable 
inhabitants  actually  residing  within  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
and  that  the  commissioners  of  every  other  of  the  counties  of  this 
state  respectively  shall  cause  complete  lists  of  the  taxable  in- 
habitants actually  residing  within  their  counties,  severally,  the 
same  lists  to  be  made  and  formed  with  all  convenient  speed  as 
aforesaid  and  lodged  with  the  clerk  of  the  general  assembly 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  next  and  that  the 
charge  of  making  out  the  said  lists  respectively  be  paid  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  proper  county. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  same  list  of  taxable  in- 
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habitants  shall  be  transcribed  from  the  assessments  which  have 
been  or  which  shall  be  taken  and  formed  upon  the  returns 
already  made  and  which  shall  be  made  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  several  counties  of  this  state  by  the  assessors  of  each  town- 
ship, ward,  and  district  therein,  in  pursuance  of  their  warrant 
which  was  to  have  been  issued  on  or  immediately  after  the 
first  day  of  January  last  as  directed  in  and  by  an  act  of  assem- 
bly, entitled  "An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this  state 
towards  paying  the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States  and  for  funding  and  paying  the  interest  of  the  public 
debts  of  this  state,"^  after  the  appeal  allowed  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  respective  county  from  the  same  assessments  shall  be 
holden  and  ended  and  after  the  said  assessments  shall  be  con- 
firmed and  regulated  according  to  the  allowances  and  exonera- 
tions given  upon  such  appeal. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  or  two  of  them 
for  the  proper  county  shall  certify  under  their  hands  and  seals 
the  number  and  names  of  the  taxable  persons  aforesaid  with 
their  additions  residing  within  their  respective  counties  and  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  under  their  hands  and  seals,  and  in  order 
to  prevent  any  undue  practice  in  making  up  the  said  lists  the 
commissioners  of  the  proper  county  or  two  of  them  shall  before 
some  justice  of  the  peace  of  their  county  make  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, which  oath  or  affirmation  the  same  justice  is  hereby 
required  and  empowered  to  administer  and  to  certify  together 
with  the  number  of  names  of  taxable  persons  in  words  written 
at  full  length  under  his  hand  and  seal  at  the  bottom  or  end 
of  the  list  that  such  list  of  taxable  inhabitants  is  just  and  true 
according  to  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  said 
commissioners. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  county  commissioners  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  make  out  and  return  the  list  hereinbefore 
direct  to  be  made  out  and  returned  or  to  deliver  the  said  list 
or  to  cause  it  to  be  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  general  assem- 
bly within  the  time  hereinbefore  limited  every  such  commis- 

1  Passed  March  16,  1785.    Chapter  1137. 
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sioner  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted  in  any  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer  to  be  holden  for  the  proper  county  Rhall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  common- 
wealth. Provided  that  no  prosecution  for  any  delinquency  or 
offense  against  this  act  shall  be  brought  after  twelve  months 
from  and  after  the  cause  thereof  shall  have  happened. 

Passed  March  3,  1786.    Recorded  L..  B.  No.  3,  p.  80. 


CHAPTER  MC?CV 


AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  AMEND  AN  ACT.  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
REMEDY  THE  DEFECTS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY 
HERETOFORE  MADE  FOR  REGULATING  THE  ELECTIONS  OF  JUSTI- 
CES OF  THE  PEACE  THROUGHOUT  THIS  STATE  AND  TO  ESTABUSH 
A  PERMANENT  MODE  OF  HOLDING  SUCH  ELECTIONS;  AND  TO 
AUTHORIZE  THE  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA TO  HOLD  THE  COURTS  OF  RECORD  OF  THE  SAID  CITY," 
AND  TO  MAKE  FURTHER  PROVISION  FOR  THE  DUE  ELECTION  AND 
RETURN  OF  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE  ELECT. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  act  of  Assembly  of  this  com- 
monwealth, entitled  "An  act  to  remedy  the  defects  of  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  assembly  heretofore  made  for  regulating  the  elec- 
tions of  the  justices  of  the  peace  throughout  this  state,  and  to 
establish  a  permanent  mode  of  holding  such  election,  and  to 
authorize  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
to  hold  the  courts  of  record  of  the  said  city,"^  passed  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  requireth  some  alterations,  amendments  and  new 
provisions  in  order  to  regulate  the  elections  of  justices  of  the 
peace  elect,  and  the  return  of  such  elections: 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  said  act  the  president  and  coun- 
cil in  case  of  disputed  elections  under  the  same  act  before  them 
depending  concerning  any  district  for  the  purposes  of  the  said 
act  not  more  than  thirty  miles  from  the  seat  of  government  or 
place  where  the  president  and  council  shall  then  assemble  were 
empowered  to  authorize  three  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 

1  Chapter  1093. 
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proper  county,  dwelling  near  the  place  where  such  dispute 
should  arise  to  examine  or  two  of  the  said  justices  to  examine 
upon  oath  or  affirmation  according  to  law  any  person  who  may 
be  named  to  the  president  and  council  as  well  on  the  part  of 
the  complainants  as  on  the  adverse  part  and  to  take  such  ex- 
amination in  writing  and  to  certify  the  same  under  their  hands 
and  seals  [or  under  the  hands  and  seals]  of  any  two  of  them 
to  the  president  and  council: 

And  whereas  the  president  and  council  may  see  cause  to  di- 
rect and  authorize  the  examination  of  other  witnesses  (instead 
of  compelling  their  actual  attendance  to  testify  in  thdr 
presence)  concerning  the  elections  aforesaid  to  be  taken  in  the 
like  manner  as  they  are  empowered  by  the  act  aforesaid  to  au- 
thorize the  examination  of  witnesses  named  by  the  complain- 
ants or  the  adverse  part: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  in  every  case  of  disputed 
election  wherein  the  president  or  vice  president  and  council  are 
by  the  said  act  empowered  to  authorize  the. examination  of  a 
distant  witness  or  distant  witness  named  to  them  by  the  parties 
disputing  the  same  they  may  in  like  manner  at  their  discretion^ 
authorize  and  direct  the  examination  and  certifying  to  them  of 
the  testimony  of  such  other  witness  or  witnesses  as  they  may 
deem  material  to  the  dispute  depending  before  them  or  which 
may  be  produced  as  such,  to  the  justices  who  shall  be  author- 
ized to  take  examination  touching  the  dispute  then  depending 
which  testimony  shall  be  admitted  in  case  previous  notice  of 
the  taking  of  such  examination  be  given  to  the  parties  as  in  and 
by  the  same  act  is  directed,  and  that  the  president  or  vice  presi- 
dent and  council  shall  deem  it  to  be  proper  evidence. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  no  particular  penalty  is  by 
the  act  aforesaid  imposed  on  freeholders,  who  being  duly  chosen 
to  act  as  assistant  judges  of  the  election  of  justices  of  the  peace 
elect,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  upon  themselves  the  same 
office  or  having  taken  upon  themselves  the  said  office,  neglect  or 
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refuse  to  perform  the  duties  required  by  the  said  act,  and  it  is 
proper  that  such  penalty  should  be  declared: 

And  whereas  no  mode  of  supplying  the  delinquency,  absence 
or  death  of  such  freeholders  is  in  and  by  the  act  aforesaid :  Pro- 
Tided  for  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  if  any  freeholder  who  shall  be  duly 
chosen  to  act  as  assistant  judge  of  any  election  of  justices  of 
the  peace  elect  conformably  to  the  act  aforesaid,  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  take  upon  him  the  same  office  or  haying  taken  the 
same  office  upon  him  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perform  any  of 
the  duties  thereof,  that  such  offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay  five 
pounds  for  every  such  refusal  or  neglect,  and  in  case  of  the  ad- 
sence  of  any  siuch  assistant  judge  or  judges  of  election  from  the 
place  and  at  the  time  appointed  for  holding  of  any  election  as 
aforesaid  on  the  precept  of  the  president  or  vice  president  in 
council,  the  freeholders,  who  shall  be  assembled  at  such  time 
and  place  shall  by  a  majority  of  votes  choose  one  or  more  free- 
holder or  freeholders  qualified  according  to  law  in  the 
room  and  stead  of  such  absent  judge  or  judges  to  assist  in 
the  holding  of  such  election,  who  shall  perform  the  duties  of 
assistant  judge  or  judges  required  by  this  act  and  the  act  afore- 
said on  pain  of  forfeiting  five  pounds  as  aforesaid  and  the  doings 
of  the  freeholder  and  freeholders  so  chosen  in  the  room  and 
stead  of  the  person  or  persons  so  absent  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
deemed  sufficient  and  available  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
as  if  they  were  done  by  the  freeholder  or  freeholders  who  was 
or  were  first  chosen  to  the  said  office. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  impositions  and  other  in- 
conveniences have  taken  place  from  the  inaccurate  form  in 
which  the  justices  of  the  peace  have  issued  their  precept  to  the 
constable  or  constables  of  the  district  wherein  vacancies  in  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  have  happened  or  have  been  sup- 
posed to  happen. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  returns  of  the  elections, 
which  have  been  holden  in  pursuance  of  such  precepts  are  often 
defective  and  the  same  ought  to  be  made  in  so  special  a  manner 
that  the  president  or  vice  president  in  council  may  determine 
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upon  the  face  thereof  whenever  it  will  be  proper  to  summon 
witnesses  or  to  authorize  the  taking  of  the  examination  of  wit- 
nesses touching  the  same. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  every  precept  to  be  issued  by 
any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  holding  of  an  election  of  justices 
of  the  peace  elect  in  pursuance  of  the  act  aforesaid  or  of  this 
act,  the  justice  issuing  the  same  shall  therein  set  forth  the 
names,  surnames  and  additions  of  two  at  least  of  the  freeholders 
who  shall  have  applied  to  him  for  the  same,  and  shall  in  such 
precept  specify  the  ward,  district,  town,  township  or  the  town- 
ships included  within  the  district  wherein  the  election  is  to  be 
holden,  and  also  shall  therein  specify  the  name  of  the  last  jus- 
tice who  was  commissioned  for  the  same  district,  and  the  cause 
how  the  vacancy  happened,  whether  the  same  shall  be  by  his 
death,  removal  of  abode,  removal  from  office,  resignation  or 
otherwise,  and  upon  every  return  of  any  such  precept,  and  of 
what  hath  been  done  in  pursuance  thereof  the  constables  or 
constables  of  the  proper  district  and  the  assistant  judges  of 
the  election  shall  specify  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each 
candidate  and  the  name  of  the  ward,  district,  town,  township 
or  of  the  townships  whereof  such  district  consisteth,  and  that 
no  other  is  or  are  comprehended  within  such  district,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  peace  of  the  proper  county,  to  whom  the  same  re- 
turn shall  be  delivered  as  directed  by  the  act  aforesaid,  shall 
upon  transmitting  the  same  to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the 
supreme  executive  council  certify  what  townships,  if  more  than 
one  shall  be  included  within  the  district  to  which  the  said  re- 
turn shall  relate  and  whether  the  same  district  be  vacant. 

(Section  VlII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  con- 
cerning the  number  of  justices  to  which  boroughs  and  county 
and  other  towns  are  entitled: 

Wherefore: 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  and  no  more  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  borough  of  Lancaster  upon  the  election  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  same  borough,  and  that  two  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  proper  county  and  no  more  be  allowed  to  the  bor- 
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oughs  of  Bristol,  Beading  and  Carlisle,  and  to  the  towns  of 
Chester,  York,  Easton,  Bedford,  Sunbury  and  Chambersburg 
upon  the  election  of  the  freeholders  of  the  same  boroughs  and 
towns  respectively,  and  that  every  other  county  town  within  this 
state  shall  be  entitled  in  like  manner  to  the  two  justices  of  the 
peace  upon  the  election  of  the  freeholders  of  the  same  respec- 
tively or  of  the  district  wherein  such  town  is  situate,  as  soon 
as  the  president  op  vice  president  in  council  shall  think  proper 
to  grant  the  same,  and  the  freeholders  of  the  several  districts 
aforesaid  shall  as  in  other  cases  elect  and  return  a  double  num- 
ber of  justices  of  the  peace  elect  accordingly. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  before 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  any  commission  that  may 
hath  been  legally  issued  or  any  election  of  justices  elect  legally 
holden  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  has  happened  before  the  publi- 
cation of  this  act. 

(Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  hath  happened  that  upon 
the  setting  off  and  declaring  of  a  new  county  one  or  more  dis- 
tricts for  the  electing  of  justices  of  the  peace  elect,  hath  or  have 
been  divided,  and  parts  thereof  fallen  into  the  new  county,  and 
other  parts  thereof  have  remained  in  the  other  county  and 
it  is  proper  that  provision  be  made  for  the  erecting  in  such 
cases  the  same  parts  of  districts  into  new  districts  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid  or  for  annexing  the  same  parts  of  districts  to 
other  districts  of  the  like  nature. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice  president  and 
council  shall  be  and  they  hereby  are  empowered  and  authorized 
in  every  such  case  as  aforesaid,  which  hath  happened  or  which 
shall  happen  hereafter  to  erect  the  parts  of  districts  for  the  pur- 
pose of  electing  justices  of  the  peace  elect  herein  before  de- 
scribed into  new  districts  of  the  like  nature  or  to  annex  the 
same  parts  or  divisions  of  districts  to  the  adjoining  district  or 
districts  within  the  proper  county  as  they  shall  see  meet. 

(Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  in  and  by  the  act  afore- 
said the  president  or  vice  president  and  council  are  enabled 
upon  the  certificate  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  any  of 
the  western  or  northern  frontier  counties  or  of  the  counties  of 
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Lancaster,  Cumberland  or  Berks  that  it  is  become  proper  and 
will  be  useful  that  other  and  new  districts  for  the  purposes  of 
the  said  acts  to  make  orders  for  such  new  and  additional  dis- 
tricts aforesaid  to  be  formed. 

And  whereas  from  the  unequal  and  improper  distribution 
and  division  that  hath  heretofore  been  made  of  the  county  of 
Chester  and  of  other  counties  in  this  state  into  districts  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  it  is  reasonable  and  it  will  be  useful  if 
the  president  or  vice  president  and  council  were  enabled  to 
order  and  direct  new  and  more  equal  and  proper  division  of  the 
counties  generally  into  such  districts  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  president  or  vice  president 
in  council  be  and  they  are  hereby  enabled  at  their  discretion 
to  order  and  direct  that  a  new  and  equal  distribution  of  the 
townships  within  any  county  of  this  state  into  districts  for  the 
purpose  of  choosing  justices  of  the  peace  elect  be  made,  and  to 
establish  the  same  in  like  manner  and  upon  like  certificates  as 
they  are  by  the  act  aforesaid  enabled  within  the  counties  first 
above  enumerated,  to  make  orders  for  erecting  new  and  ad- 
ditional districts  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

(Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  Provided,  That  the  authority  hereby 
given  shall  not  extend  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  boroughs 
of  Lancaster,  Bristol,  Reading  nor  Carlisle,  nor  the  towns  of 
Chester,  York,  Easton  or  any  other  county  town,  nor  to  the 
townships  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia^ 
nor  to  the  district  of  South wark  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

(Section  XV.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  various  opinions  and  prae* 
tices  have  prevailed  in  the  different  parts  of  this  state  concern- 
ing the  persons  who  are  freeholders  of  the  district  to  whom  the 
right  of  electing  justices  of  the  peace  elect  under  the  thirtieth 
section  of  the  frame  of  government  belongeth,  and  it  is  proper 
that  the  same  should  be  settled  and  declared  in  order  that  one 
uniform  course  at  such  elections  may  hereafter  take  place 
throughout  this  commonwealth. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  declared 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  male  inhabitants  of  this 
state  duly  qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  in  the  general 
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assembly  by  whom  the  lands  within  any  district  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  act  aforesaid  and  of  this  act  respectively  are  holden 
and  who  are  seized  of  the  same  land  for  life  or  have  a  greater 
estate  therein  in  whatever  place  within  this  commonwealth 
such  persons  do  severally  dwell  and  none  other  persons  are 
electors  of  tjie  same  justices  within  the  said  district,  and  that 
all  such  elections  within  this  commonwealth  shall  be  holden 
and  made  accordingly. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XVII.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  who  shall  be  sum- 
moned as  a  witness  to  testify  concerning  any  election  of  justices 
of  the  peace  elect  which  shall  be  controverted  before  the  presi- 
dent or  vice  president  in  council  and  who  attend  accordin^y 
shall  be  allowed  like  wages  as  are  allowed  by  law  in  the  courts 
of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  like  fees  and  mileage  shall 
be  allowed  for  serving  of  summonses  or  attachments  which  may 
be  issued  under  the  act  aforesaid,  and  this  act  as  are  usual  in 
the  same  courts,  and  the  justices  who  shall  take  the  examina- 
tions of  witnesses,  and  shall  certify  and  transmit  the  same  to 
the  secretary  of  the  supreme  executive  council  shall  be  allowed 
two  shillings  for  each  examination  so  taken  and  certified,  all 
which  wages  and  other  allowances  shall  be  adjusted  by  the 
president  or  vice  president  in  council  and  upon  their  order  or 
orders  paid  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  district  or  if  there 
be  more  than  one  township  within  the  same  by  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  the  several  townships  therein  in  due  proportion 
to  the  respective  ability  of  the  same  townships  to  be  adjusted 
by  the  president  or  vice  president  in  council,  but  if  the  disputed 
election  relate  to  any  of  the  wards  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
then  the  said  wages  and  allowances  shall  be  paid  by  the  war- 
dens of  the  city. 

(Section  XVIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  the 
difficulties  or  doubts  which  shall  arise  concerning  any  such  elec- 
tion shall  proceed  from  the  illegal  practice  or  fraud  of  the 
judges  of  the  said  election  or  any  of  them  and  the  president  or 
vice  president  and  council  shall  so  adjudge,  that  in  such  case, 
the  persons  entitled  to  the  said  fees  and  other  allowances  re- 
spectively (if  the  same  be  not  lodged  with  their  secretary  within 
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twenty-four  hours)  shall  have  remedy  for  the  same  with  costs 
in  a  summary  way  against  such  judge  or  judges  of  election  aa 
small  debts  are  recoverable  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  county  where  such  judge  or  judges  shall  be  found  and  the 
president  or  vice  president  in  council  shall  ascertain  the  pro- 
portion of  such  fees  and  other  allowances  to  be  borne  and 
defrayed  by  each  offender. 

Section  IX.  (Section  XIX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  forfeitures  by  virtue  of  the 
act  aforesaid  or  of  this  act,  shall  be  recovered  one-half  to  the 
use  of  the  prosecutor,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  com- 
monwealth in  the  proper  county  by  indictment,  unless  the  same 
be  a  specified  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  in  which 
case  the  same  shall  be  recovered  in  a  summary  was  as  debts 
and  demands  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  are  or  shall  be  recovera- 
ble, and  every  prosecution  for  the  same  shall  be  commenced 
within  six  months  after  the  offense  shall  have  been  committed 
and  not  afterwards. 

Passed  March  4,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  81. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed   February  27,  1788.    Chapter 
1329. 


CHAPTER  MCCVI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  SECURING  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  THE  FIDELITY  AND 
ALLEGIANCE  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  THEREOF  AND  FOR  ADMITTING 
CERTAIN  PERSONS  TO  THE  RIGHTS  OF  CITIZENSHIP. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  lately  waged  by  his  Britannic  Majesty  against  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  bet- 
ter securing  the  liberty  and  independence  thereof  wisely  en- 
acted divers  laws  requiring  certain  tests  of  allegiance  and 
fidelity  from  the  citizens  of  said  commonwealth. 

And  whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  common- 
wealth have  omitted  or  neglected  to  take  and  snbscibe  the  oaths 
or  affirmations  by  the  said  laws  required  in  the  manner  and 
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within  the  times  therein  Bpeeified,  whereby  they  have  deprived 
themselves  of  the  privileges  of  citizenship  and  were  thereby 
prevented  from  giving  such  evidence  of  their  allegiance  and 
fidelity  to  the  commonwealth  as  the  public  safety  required. 

And  whereas  since  the  independence  of  America  is  estab- 
lished and  a  general  peace  concluded,  it  is  judged  expedient  and 
reasonable  to  afford  to  those  persons  of  the  above  description 
who  are  [now]  willing  and  desirous  another  opportunity  of 
testifying  their  allegiance  and  fidelity  and  thereby  adding  to 
the  security  of  the  commonwealth: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common-  * 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  each  and  every  of  the  male  white 
inhabitants  of  this  commonwealth  who  by  reason  of  having 
omitted  or  neglected  to  take  and  subscribe  all  or  any  of  the 
oaths  or  affirmations  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  this  common- 
wealth as  required  by  the  several  laws  thereof  or  any  of  them  is 
or  has  been  debarred  of  any  of  the  rights  of  citizenship  shall 
immediately  from  and  after  his  taking  and  subscribing  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  ward,  township  or  district 
wherein  he  resides  or  in  case  there  is  no  justice  of  the  peace 
within  such  ward,  township  or  district,  then  and  in  that  case 
only  before  the  nearest  justice  of  the  peace  to  where  such  per- 
son resides  the  following  oath  of  allegiance  and  adjuration,  be 
and  he  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  free  citizen  of  this  common- 
wealth and  entitled  to  all  and  every  the  rights  and  privileges 
thereof  any  law  of  this  commonwealth  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

The  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  as  follows,  viz:  "I,  A.  B.  do 
swear  (or  solemnly,  sincerly  and  truly  declare  and  affirm)  that 
I  renounce  and  refuse  all  allegiance  to  George  the  Third,  King 
of  Great  Britain,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  that  I  will  be 
faithful  and  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  (Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  aa  a  free  and  independent  state,  and  that  I  will 
not  at  any  time,  do  or  cause  to  be  done,  any  matter  or  thing 
that  will  be  prejudicial  or  injurious  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
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pendence  thereof,  and  I  do  further  swear  (or  solemnly,  sincerely 
and  truly  declare  and  affirm)  that  I  never  have  since  the  declara- 
tion of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  volun- 
tarily joined,  aided,  assisted  or  abetted  the  King  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, his  generals,  fleets  or  armies,  or  their  adherents  (knowing 
them  to  be  such)  whilst  employed  against  the  said  United 
States  or  either  of  them." 

Section  II.  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  neverthe- 
less and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
no  benefit  or  advantage  to  be  derived  from  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  person  or  persons  who  have  been 
attainted  of  high  treason  pursuant  to  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth nor  to  any  person  or  persons  who  have  joined,  aided, 
assisted,  abetted  or  in  anywise  countenanced  the  savages  in 
their  depredations  against  the  United  States  or  any  of  them 
during  the  late  war. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  justice  or  justices  who 
shall  administer  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid,  shall  there- 
upon deliver  a  certificate  to  the  person  taking  the  same,  setting 
forth  the  name,  surname,  profession  or  occupataion  and  place 
of  abode  of  the  party  as  well  as  the  day  of  the  month  and  year 
when  it  was  taken,  the  form  of  which  said  certificate  shall  be  as 
follows,  viz: 

"I  do  certify  that of  the  township 

of in  the  county  of 

hath  voluntarily  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  allegiance  and  fidelity  as  directed  by  an  act  of  general  assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  passed  the day  of 

Anno  Domini 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  the day  of 

Anno  Domini (L.  S.)" 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  justice  or  justices  of  the 
peace  aforesaid  before  whom  such  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be 
taken  and  subscribed  shall  keep  fair  registers  of  the  names, 
surnames  and  additions  of  the  persons  so  sworn  or  affirmed,  and 
the  time  when,  and  shall  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October 
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in  every  year  transmit  in  writing  under  his  or  their  hands  and 
seals  to  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  his  proper  county, 
a  true  list  of  the  names,  surnames  and  additions  of  those  who, 
within  the  same  year  have  sworn  or  affirmed  before  them  re- 
«$pectively,  and  the  said  justice  or  justices  shall  have  and  receive 
therefor  and  for  the  certificate  from  the  party,  the  sum  of  two 
shillings  and  no  more. 

Section  V.  (Section  VI,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  recorder  of  deeds  in  the 
several  counties  in  this  state  are  hereby  enjoined  to  record  the 
aforesaid  lists  in  books  prepared  for  that  purjwse,  and  shall  be 
paid  for  the  same  by  the  justices  respectively  who  transmit  the 
same  unto  him  out  of  the  moneys  they  may  receive  from  the 
parties  sworn  or  affirmed  as  aforesaid  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five 
shillings  for  every  hundred  names  and  no  more. 

Passed  March  4,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  84,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCX3VII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  EPISCOPAL  CONGREGATION  BELONG- 
ING TO  SAINT  PETER'S  CHURCH  IN  THE  GREAT  VALLEY  IN  THE 
TOWNSHIP  OP  TREDYFERIM  AND  COUNTY  OF  CHESTER, 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  Episcopal  congregation  be- 
longing to  Saint  Peter's  Church  in  the  Great  Valley  in  the 
Township  of  Tredyflferim  and  county  of  Chester  have  prayed 
that  their  said  congregation  may  be  incorporated,  and  by  law 
enabled  as  a  body  corporate  and  politic  to  receive  and  hold  such 
charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  have  been  or  that  here- 
after may  be  made  to  their  society  and  vested  with  such  powers 
and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  religious  societies. 

And  where  as  this  house  is  disposed  to  exercise  the  powers 
vested  in  the  legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  encour- 
agement of  pious  and  charitable  purposes: 
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Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Seetioii  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  Thomas  Bull,  EiSquire,  Benjamin 
Thomas,  Bichard  Bichison,  John  Balston,  Esquire,  John  Bow- 
land,  John  Francis,  Cromel  Pierce,  Thomas  Wilson,  Joseph 
Bowland,  Bichard  Bobinson,  John  Evans  and  Boger  Little  and 
their  successors  duly  elected  and  appointed  be  and  they  are 
hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in 
law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style 
and  title  of  '^The  Trustees  of  the  Episcopal  Congregation  of 
Saint  Peter's  Church  in  the  Great  Valley,  in  the  township  of 
Tredyflferim  and  county  of  Chester,'* 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forever 
hereafter  have,  use  and  exercise  all  and  singular  the  like 
powers,  authorities,  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  and  shall 
be  subject  to  such  regulations,  provisions  and  directions  and  to 
such  limitations  and  restrictions  as  were  given  and  granted  to 
the  Episcopal  Congregation  of  Saint  Paul's  Church  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  en- 
titled, "An  act  for  incorporating  Saint  Paul's  Church  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,"  passed  the  twenty-third  day  of  September  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three.^ 

Passed  March  4  *  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  P.  86. 

See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  29,  1787,  Chapter  1294. 

1  Chapter  1041. 
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CHAPTER  MC50VIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  REMOVING  THB  PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHAPEL  OF 
SAINT  THOMAS  IN  CARNARVAN  TOWNSHIP  BERKS  COUNTY  AND 
FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  CONGREGATION  THEREOF. 

(Section  I.)  Whereas  divers  inhabitants  of  the  township 
of  Camarvan  in  the  connty  of  Berks  by  their  petition  to  this 
honse  have  set  forth  that  Thomas  Morgan  late  of  Camarvan 
township  aforesaid  by  his  last  will  and  codicil  thereto  severally 
bearing  date  the  sixth  day  of  December,  Anno  Domini  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  forty  did  devise  to  his  four  sons,  John, 
Francis,  William  and  Jacob  and  their  heirs  in  trust  one  acre 
of  land  in  the  township  of  CJamarvan  aforesaid  then  in  the 
county  of  Lancaster  but  now  in  the  county  of  Berks  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  thereon  a  church  or  house  of  worship  and  for 
a  burying  ground,  and  also  a  tract  of  ninety-three  acres  of 
land  in  the  same  township  to  apply  the  rents  issues  and  pro- 
fits thereof  forever  towards  building  a  church  or  house  of  wor- 
ship on  the  one  acre  tract  aforesaid,  and  for  maintaining  a  gos- 
pel ministry  therein:  that  agreeably  to  the  intent  of  the  said 
testator  a  building  was  erected  on  the  said  one  acre  lot,  and  was 
called  Saint  Thomas'  Chapel  wherein  public  worship  was  per- 
formed and  a  Gospel  Ministry  was  maintained,  and  also  a  pub- 
lic school  kept  therein,  but  that  the  said  house  is  too  small  to 
contain  the  congregation  and  is  so  situated  that  the  roads 
thereto  are  rough  and  difficult  and  in  the  winter  season  very 
dangerous  and  frequently  impassable,  especially  when  the 
water  rises  high  in  Conestoga  Creek,  and  that  it  would  be  more 
convenient  to  the  members  of  said  congregation  and  the  youth 
instructed  at  said  school  if  the  materials  of  said  church  were 
removed  and  a  church  and  school  house  built  at  a  place  called 
Morgan's  Town  in  the  township  of  Camarvan  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  same  petitioners  and  among  them  the  said 
Jacob  Morgan  who  has  survived  the  said  John  Morgan,  Francis 
Morgan  and  William  Morgan  in  whom  together  with  the  said 
Jacob  the  land  so  as  aforesaid  devised  in  trust,  was    vested^ 
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have  prayed  that  the  said  congregation  may  be  incorporated, 
and  enabled  as  a  body  politic  and  corporate  to  receive  and 
hold  such  charitable  donations,  devises  and  bequests  as  have 
been  or  hereafter  may  be  made  to  the  said  congregation  either 
for  maintaining  the  said  church  or  house  of  worship  and  gos- 
pel ministry  therein  or  for  the  use  of  the  said  school  vested 
with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  relig- 
ious and  charitable  societies  incorporated  within  this  state,  and 
also  to  be  empowered  to  remove  the  materials  of  the  said  church 
or  building  called  "Saint  Thomas'  Chapel,"  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  erect  a  church  or  house  of  public  worship  and  school  house  in 
Morgan's  Town  in  Carnarvan  township  aforesaid  and  to  apply 
the  estate  belonging  to  the  present  church  or  house  of  worship 
aforesaid  to  the  use  of  the  church  or  house  of  worship  intended 
to  be  built  in  lieu  thereof  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  this  House  is  disposed  agreeably  to  the  powers 
vested  in  them  by  the  constitution  to  promote  and  encourage 
pious  and  charitable  institutions. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Jacob  Morgan,  Esquire, 
and  David  Morgan  be  the  present  Church  Wardens  and  Mor- 
decai  Piersol,  Thomas  Bull,  Esquire,  Daniel  Clymer,  Esquire, 
Samuel  Vanlear,  John  Jones,  John  Jones,  Junior,  Aaron  Rat- 
tew,  Richard  Piersol,  Nathan  Evans,  John  Hudson  and  Joseph 
Jenkins  be  the  present  vestry  Vestrymen  and  their  successors 
duly  elected  and  appointed  in  such  manner  as  herein  after  is 
directed,  and  they  are  hereby  made,  declared  and  constituted  to 
be  a  corjwration  and  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law  and  in 
fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style  and  title 
of  "The  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  Saint  Thomas' 
Chapel  in  the  township  of  Carnarvan  in  the  county  of  Berks," 
and  that  the  said  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  also  be  the  managers  of  the  public  school  to  be  es- 
tablished in  the  township  aforesaid. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
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successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take, 
receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  all  other  hereditaments  which  at  any 
time  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold,  enfeoffed, 
released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said  church 
called  ^^Saint  Thomas'  Chapel,"  or  to  the  religious  congregation 
worshipping  therein  or  to  any  person  or  persons  to  their  use  or 
in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annui- 
ties, liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are  hereby 
vested  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  forever,  ac- 
cording to  their  original  use  and  intention,  and  the  said  corpo- 
ration and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be  seized 
and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in  and  by 
the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments,  releases, 
devies,  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  dclared  limited 
and  expressed :  And  also  that  the  said  church  wardens  and  ves- 
trymen and  their  successors  as  aforesaid  by  the  name,  style  and 
title  aforesaid  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  capable  and  able 
to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple 
or  of  any  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  an- 
nuities, liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by  the  ' 
gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  con- 
firmation or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and 
corporate  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same  either  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  said  church  or  house  of  worship  and  gospel  ministry 
or  for  the  use  and  support  of  the  said  public  school,  and  further 
that  the  said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money  and  any  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  chattels 
that  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them  by  any  person  or  per- 
sons, bodies  politic  or  corporate  capable  to  make  bequest  or 
gift  thereof  either  for  the  support  of  the  said  church  or  house  of 
worship  and  gospel  ministry  therein  or  for  the  use  of  the  said 
public  school,  such  money,  goods  and  chattels  to  be  laid  out  by 
them  in  purchases  of  lands,  tenements,  messuages,  houses, 
rents,  annuities  or  hereditaments  to  them  and  their  successors 
forever  or  to  be  lent  out  on  interest  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
according  to  the  intention  of  the  donors. 
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[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents,  profits  and  interest 
of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  church  and  cori>ora- 
tion  shall  by  the  said  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  and  their 
successors  from  time  to  time  be  applied  for  maintainence  and 
support  of  the  minister  or  pastor  of  the  said  church,  for  salaries 
to  the  clerk  and  sexton,  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  a 
school,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  communion  of  the  said 
church,  and  for  maintaining  their  lot  and  house  of  public  wor- 
ship, burial  ground,  parsonage  house  or  houses  and  other  tene- 
ments which  now  do  or  hereafter  shall  belong  to  the  said 
church  and  corporation. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors  to  take  down  the  said  church 
or  house  of  worship  at  present  used  by  the  said  congregation 
and  to  remove  the  materials  thereof,  and  to  erect  a  church  or 
house  of  public  worship  and  school  house  in  Morgan's  Town 
aforesaid  (on  a  lot  distinguished  in  the  plan  of  said  town  by 
the  number  thirty-two)  in  Carnarvan  township  aforesaid  for 
the  use  of  the  said  congregation. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
by  the  authorities  aforesaid,  That  the  said  church  wardens  and 
vestrymen  and  their  successors  shall  not  by  any  ways  or  means 
whatsoever,  grant,  alien  or  other  wise  dispose  of  any  messuages, 
lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  them  or  their  successors 
vested  or  hereafter  to  be  vested,  nor  charge  or  encumber  the 
same  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  without  the  consent 
and  apprpbation  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  said  con- 
gregation first  had  and  obtained. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless  that  no  deed  or 
other  conveyance  made  by  the  said  church  wardens  and  vestry- 
men, and  their  successors  bona  fide  and  for  a  valuable  consid- 
eration for  any  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  church  and 
congregation  in  case  the  possession  thereof  pass  immediately 
to  the  purchaser,  and  continue  in  him,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall 
be  called  in  question  for  want  of  the  consent  of  the  majority  of 
the  regular  members  of  the  said  congregation,  unless  the  same 
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be  questioned  within  seven  years  from  and  alter  the  sale  and 
delivery  of  possession  of  such  real  estate  to  the  purchaser  or 
purchasers  thereof. 

Section  VI.  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  church  wardens  and 
vestrymen  and  their  successors  or  a  majarity  of  them  met  from 
time  to  time  be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  make  by-laws  and  ordinances  and 
to  do  everything  needful  for  the  good  government  and  support 
of  the  secular  affairs  of  the  said  church  and  school.  Provided 
always.  That  the  said  by-laws,  ordinances  and  rules  be  not  re- 
pugnant to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  all  their 
proceedings  be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  into  a  book  to  be 
kept  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  church  wardens 
and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  be 
authorized  to  appoint  from  among  themselves  a  president  and 
also  to  elect  and  appoint  from  among  themselves  or  other  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  [and  the 
same  president,  •  treasurer  and  secretary,]  or  any  of  them  at 
pleasure  to  remove,  change,  alter  or  continue  as  to  them  or  a 
majority  of  any  seven  or  more  of  them  so  met  as  aforesaid  from 
time  to  time  shall  seem  to  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  said  church 
and  school:  And  that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have  and  use  one 
common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall 
think  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their 
pleasure. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  church  wardens  and 
vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Church 
wardens  and  vestrymen  of  Saint  Thomas'  Chapel  in  the  town- 
ship of  Camarvan  in  the  county  of  Berks,"  shall  be  a  body  cor- 
porate and  politic  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  to  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any  judge 
or  judges,  justice  or  justices  in  all  the  manner  of  suits,  com- 
plaints, pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever 
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nature,  kind  or  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter 
and  thing  therein  to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any 
other  person  or  persons  body  politic  and  corporate  within  this 
commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
always  consist  of  thirteen  members  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  "The  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  Saint  Thomas* 
Chapel  in  the  township  of  Carnarvan  in  the  county  of  Berks," 
and  the  said  members  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by 
ballot  by  a  majority  of  such  members  met  together  of  the  said 
congregation  as  are  stated  worshippers  with  the  said  church 
for  not  less  than  the  space  of  one  year  and  have  paid  the  sum  of 
seven  shillings  and  six  pence  at  least  yearly  for  the  support  of 
the  said  church,  and  shall  at  the  time  of  voting  not  be  more 
than  one  year  in  arrear  for  the  same. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Jacob  Morgan  and 
David  Morgan  the  present  church  wardens  and  Mordecai  Peir- 
sol,  Thomas  Bull,  Daniel  Clymer,  Samuel  Vanlear,  John  Jones, 
John  Jones,  Junior,  Aaron  Rattew,  Richard  Peirsol,  Nathan 
Evans,  John  Hudson  and  Joseph  Jenkins,  the  present  vestry- 
men hereby  incorporated  shall  be  and  continue  church  wardens 
and  vestrymen  aforesaid  until  they  be  removed  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say:  That  all  and  every  of  the  church  wardens 
and  vestrymen  herein  first  named  and  appointed  shall  cease 
and  discontinue  and  their  apjwintment  determine  on  the  second 
Monday  after  Easter,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  upon  which  day  a 
new  election  shall  be  had  and  held  of  so  many  others  in  their 
stead  and  place  by  a  majority  of  the  persons  met  and  qualified 
agreeable  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  to  vote 
and  elect  as  aforesaid  yearly  and  every  year  forever:  Provided 
always,  That  the  same  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  or  either 
of  them  may  be  re-elected  at  such  elections,  and  if  by  any  acci- 
dent an  election  shall  not  be  held  on  said  day,  an  election  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid  shall  be  held  as  soon  afterwards  as  may 
be  convenient  to  the  members  of  the  said  congregation.     And 
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when  any  vacancy  shall  happen  by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve 
or  removal  of  anyone  or  more  of  the  church  wardens  or  vestry- 
men aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  an  election 
shall  be  held  of  some  fit  person  or  persons  in  his  or  their  stead, 
so  dying,  refusing  or  removing,  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be 
done,  and  the  fit  person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain 
and  continue  as  a  church  warden  or  church  wardens,  vestry- 
man or  vestrymen  aforesaid  so  long  without  a  new  election  as 
the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  or  stead  he  or  they  shall 
have  been  so  elected  as  aforesaid  would  or  might  have  been 
continued  and  remained  and  no  longer  and  that  in  all  cases  of 
a  vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last  mentioned, 
the  remaining  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  shall  be  em- 
powered to  call  a  meeting  of  the  electors  for  supplying  the  said 
vacancy. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  it 
is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the 
clear  yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  annuities  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  es- 
tate of  the  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds  lawful  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to 
be  taken  and  esteemed  exclusive  of  the  money  arising  from  the 
annual  stated  contributions  belonging  to  the  said  church,  and 
also  exclusive  of  the  money  arising  from  the  opening  of  the 
ground  for  busials,  which  said  money  shall  be  received  by  the 
trustees  and  disposed  of  by  them  in  the  manner  herein  before 
directed. 

Passed  March  6,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  86,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOCIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  COMPLYING  WITH  THE  REQUISITION  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  IN  CONGRESS  ASSEMBLED  FOR  THE  SERVICES  OF  THE 
YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-FIVE  AND 
FOR  PAYING  ONE  YEAR'S  INTEREST  ON  THE  FOREIGN  AND  DO- 
MESTIC DEBTS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)     Whereas  the  United  States  in  CJongress 
assembled  by  their  act  bearing  date  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
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September,  one  thonsand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  did 
require  of  the  several  states  in  the  union  to  raise  and  pay  into 
the  common  treasury  in  the  manner  in  the  said  act  mentioned 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  then  next,  their  respective 
quotas  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  "For  the  services  of  the 
said  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  for  the 
payment  of  one  year's  interest  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt, 
and  as  a  provision  to  discharge  the  balance  of  the  estimate  of 
April  the  twenty-seventh,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  above  the  sum  called  for  by  the  resolve  of  OongresB 
of  that  date,"  as  in  and  by  the  said  act  are  more  fully  mentioned 
and  described,  of  which  said  three  millions,  the  quota  required 
from  this  state  is  four  hundred  and  ten  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  dollars. 

And  whereas  in  and  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  com- 
monwealth passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  entitled,  "An  act  for  furnishing 
the  quota  of  this  state  towards  paying  the  annual  interest  of 
the  debts  of  the  United  States  and  for  funding  and  paying  of 
the  debts  of  this  state,"^  it  is  among  other  things  enacted  and 
declared  that  from  and  after  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four,  there  shall  be  paid  yearly  and  every  year 
out  of  the  treasury  of  this  state  into  the  hands  of  Ihe  conti- 
nental loan  office  within  the  same,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two  pounds  or 
such  other  sum  as  shall  from  time  to  time  appear  to  be  the  true 
proportion  or  quota  of  this  state  of  the  aggregate  debt  of  the 
United  States  contracted  during  the  late  war  for  and  towards 
paying  the  interest  of  the  said  debt  in  the  manner  and  under 
the  regulations  and  restrictions  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  with 
a  proviso  that  whenever  the  United  States  should  make  and 
carry  into  execution  other  effectual  and  permanent  provision 
for  paying  the  said  annual  interest,  the  payment  of  the  afore- 
said annual  sum  or  quota  of  this  state  in  manner  aforesaid, 
should  cease,  determine  and  be  discontinued. 

And  whereas  the  said  United  States  by  their  act  as  aforesaid 
have  made  such  provisions  for  paying  the  said  interest  as  they 

1  Chapter  1187. 
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have  deemed  proper  and  under  such  regulations  and  restric- 
tions as  render  it  inexpedient  to  continue  the  payments  of  the 
said  interest  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  the 
legislature  of  this  state. 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  and  necessary  that  the  federal 
government  of  the  United  States  of  America  should  be  honor- 
ably supported  and  that  the  said  United  States  should  be  en- 
abled to  pay  the  interest  of  the  said  debts  until  the  principal 
thereof  can  be  fairly  discharged: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  enacted 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  such  part  and  so  much  and  no  more  of  the 
aforesaid  act  entitled,  "An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this 
state,  towards  paying  the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  funding  and  paying  the  interest  of  the 
debts  of  this  state,"*  as  relates  to  the  paying  of  the  aforesaid 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  and  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  pounds  annually  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
state  to  the  continental  loan  officer,  and  to  the  payment  and 
distribution  of  the  same  by  the  said  loan  officer  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  taken,  deemed  or  construed  to  aflEect 
such  payments  of  interest  as  the  said  loan  officer  shall  have 
lawfully  made  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six,  for  such  payments  not  exceeding  the  afore- 
said sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  pounds,  as  shall  have  been  made  to  him  out 
of  the  treasury  of  this  state  ,and  by  him  expended  in  manner 
aforesaid  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January,  but  the  same 
shall  be  good  and  valid,  and  shall  be  accounted  for  and  allowed 
in  such  manner  as  in  and  by  the  said  recited  act  is  directed  and 
required,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, and  the  amount  thereof  shall  be  deemed  and  ac- 
counted as  a  payment  to  the  United  States  on  account  of  the 

sAnte. 


192  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1786 

aforesaid  quota  of  four  hundred  and  ten  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight  dollars  and  of  the  quota  of  this  state 
of  the  requisition  of  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four  so  far  as  the  said  quotas  are  respectively  payable 
by  discounts  of  interests  on  the  domestic  debts  of  the  United 
States. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  requisite  in  con- 
formity to  the  general  intent  and  meaning  of  the  before  re- 
cited act  of  this  state,  and  in  order  to  comply  fully  and  fairly 
with  the  before  said  requisitions  and  one  other  requisition  of 
the  honorable  congress  bearing  date  the  fourth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  for  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  dollars  whereof  the  quota  required 
of  this  state  was  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars,  some 
part  of  which  remains  unpaid,  that  such  appropriation  should 
be  made  of  the  revenues  and  funds  mentioned  in  the  said  re- 
cited act  as  will  be  necessary  to  effect  this  salutary  purpose. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  author- 
ity aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  shall  and  he  is 
hereby  directed  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  United  States  in  con- 
gress assembled  or  to  the  persons  or  persons  by  them  duly  au- 
thorized to  receive  the  same  out  of  the  revenues  and  fund  a  fore 
said  so  much  eflftcient  money  in  species,  together  with  the 
specie  payments  already  made  on  account  of  the  said  two  re 
quisitions  of  congress  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  thousand  and  ninety-seven  dollars,  and  so  much 
in  receipts  or  certificates  of  interest  paid  or  discounted  on  the 
debts  of  the  United  States  as  together  with  the  payments  made 
to  and  by  the  continental  loan  office  in  this  state  as  aforesaid, 
and  the  payments  made  in  like  manner  by  virtue  of  the  act 
of  assembly  enacted  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  entitled,  "An  act  for  pro- 
viding the  quota  of  federal  supplies  for  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  citizens 
of  this  state  who  have  become  creditors  of  the  United  States  of 
America  by  loans  of  money  or  other  modes  of  furnishing  pub- 
lic supplies,"'  will  amount  to  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and 

3  Chapter  1021. 
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ninety-three  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars,  for 
which  payments  respectively  the  said  treasurer  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  procure  acquittances  from  the  United  States  or  the 
person  or  persons  by  them  duly  authorized  to  give  the  same 
and  such  acquittances  shall  be  deemed  proper  vouchers  in  the 
settlements  of  his  accounts,  anything  in  the  before  recited  act 
entitled  "An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this  state  towards 
paying  the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  funding  and  paying  the  interest  of  the  debts  of  this 
state,"*  contained  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Passed  March  8,  1786.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  3,  p.  Ill,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  8,  1786,  Chapter 


CHAPTER  MCOX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  SUCH  OFFICERS  LATE  OF  THE  STATE 
NAVY  AS  WERE  MADE  PRISONERS  OF  WAR  PREVIOUS  TO  THE  DE- 
RANGEMENT IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND 
SEVENTY-EIGHT  AND  WERE  AFTERWARDS  HONORABLY  DIS- 
CHARGED, AND  OF  THE  WIDOWS  AND  CHILDREN  OF  THOSE  OFFIC- 
ERS WHO  DIED  DURING  THEIR  CAPTIVITY. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  assembly  passed 
the  eighth  day  of  April  last,  divers  ofllcers  of  the  state  who  were 
deranged  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight  are  entitled  to  their  depre [elation]  of  their  pay: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  such  officers  who 
were  made  prisoners  of  war  previous  to  the  said  derangement 
and  afterwards  were  honorably  discharged,  and  the  widows  or 
children  of  such  officers  who  died  during  their  captivity  should 
be  entitled  to  have  the  depreciation  of  their  pay  accounts  set- 
tled and  adjusted. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)     Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 

it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 

the  CJommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 

and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  comptroller  general 
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be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  liquidate  the  pay  accounts  of 
such  oflScer  or  officers  late  of  the  state  navy,  who  whilst  in  the 
service  of  this  state  and  previous  to  the  derangement  in  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  was  or  were  made  a 
prisoner  or  prisoners  of  war,  and  who  was  or  were  subsequent 
to  the  derangement  aforesaid  honorably  discharged  in  the  same 
manner,  and  to  grant  like  certificates  to  them  as  the  officers 
of  the  state  navy  who  continued  in  the  service  have  received  or 
are  entitled  to  by  law. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  comptroller  general  shall 
in  like  manner  settle  and  adjust  the  pay  accounts  of  such  officers 
who  were  made  prisoners  of  war  as  aforesaid  and  died  during 
their  captivity,  and  to  their  widows  and  children  shall  be  en- 
titled such  certificates  in  the  same  manner  as  the  officers  who 
continued  in  the  service  have  received  or  are  entitled  to  by  law. 
Passed  March  8,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  90,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXI. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  THE 
FISHERIES    IN    THE    RIVER    SCHUYLKILL."! 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  house  by  the 
I)etitions  from  a  considerable  number  of  freeholders  and  others, 
proprietors  of  and  interested  in  the  shad  fisheries  in  the  river 
Schuylkill  that  by  the  operation  of  the  above  recited  act  passed 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  ifarch  last  they  are  deprived  of  cer- 
tain privileges  which  they  held  under  former  laws  for  the  regu- 
lating of  the  fisheries  in  the  said  river,  first  by  being  prevented 
from  fishing  on  Friday  nights  and  Saturdays,  and  secondly  by 
allowing  the  shad  fishing  to  be  carried  on  so  late  in  the  season 
in  the  upper  parts  of  the  said  river  to  the  manifest  destruction 
of  the  breed  of  fish: 

For  remedy  whereof, 

^  - 

1  Passed  March  28,  1785    Chapter  1146. 
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[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  from  • 

and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  to  and  for  any  person  or  per- 
sons having  a  pool  or  fishery  in  the  said  river  to  cast,  draw  or 
haul  any  seine  or  net  constructed  for  the  catching  of  shad 
(under  and  subject  to  the  regulations,  restrictions,  fines  and 
penalties  mentioned  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement) 
at  any  time  or  times  between  the  suns  rising  on  Monday  morn- 
ing and  the  sun's  setting  on  the  Saturday  evening  following, 
in  every  week  during  the  shad  season. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  neverthe- 
less and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
no  person  or  persons  shall  draw  or  use  any  net  or  seine  for  the 
purpose  of  catching  shad  or  such  as  are  suitable  for  that  pur- 
pose in  the  said  river  or  be  aiding  or  assisting  therein  between 
the  mouth  thereof  and  the  lower  falls  five  miles  from  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  after  the  twentieth  day  of  May  or  between  the 
said  falls  and  the  Black  Kock  near  the  mouth  of  French  Creek 
after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  said  month,  nor  in  any  part  of  said 
Schuylkill  river  above  the  said  Black  Kock  after  the  first  day  of 
June  in  every  or  in  any  year. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  provided  also,  That  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  June  until  the  first  day  of  July  annually  no 
brush  net  or  other  net  or  seine  of  any  kind  whatsover  shall  be 
cast  or  drawn  in  any  part  of  the  said  river  under  the  penalty 
of  ten  pounds  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  fines  and  penalties  that 
shall  hereafter  be  recovered  by  virtue  of  the  act  to  which  this 
is  a  supplement  or  by  this  act,  shall  be  double  the  sum  in  every 
case  to  what  they  were  in  the  aforesaid  act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  and  shall  be  paid  one-half  to  the  informer  or  pro- 
secutor and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  commissioners  for 
clearing  the  river  Schuylkill,  &c.,  to  be  applied  by  them  for  that 
purpose,  anything  in  the  said  recited  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
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(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  apprehend  him  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  de- 
termination of  any  justice  of  the  peace  in  consequence  of  this 
•  act  or  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  he  or  they  shall 

have  a  right  to  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  said  justice 
to  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county,  and 
if  the  defendant  see  cause  of  trial  by  jury,  upon  condition  that 
he  or  they  give  security  to  prosecute  the  same  effect: 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  provided  also,  That  no  appeal  be 
allowed  unless  the  same  be  made  within  six  days  after  such  de- 
termination. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  so  much  of  the  said  re- 
cited act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  as  is  hereby  altered  or 
amended,  and  no  more  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and 
void. 

Passed  March  9,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  90,  etc. 


OHAPTEE  MCCXII. 


AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  OP  THE  PRINCIPAL.  AND 
INTEREST  OP  SUCH  [OF  THE]  BILLS  EMITTED  PURSUANT  TO  RE- 
SOLUTION OP  CONGRESS  OP  THE  EIGHTEENTH  DAY  OP  MARCH  ONE 
THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY  AND  AN  ACT  OP  THE 
LEGISLATURE  OF  THIS  STATE  OP  JUNE  FIRST  ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY  AS  SHALL  REMAIN  UNREDEEMED 
ON  THE  THIRTY-FIRST  DAY  OF  DECEMBER  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN 
HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  declared  in  and  by  an  act 
passed  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  entitled  "An  act  for  funding  and  redeeming  the  bills 
of  credit  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  for  providing 
means  to  bring  the  present  war  to  a  happy  conclusion,"^  that  the 
bills  there  directed  to  be  struck  and  issued  shall  entitle  the  pos- 
sessor to  receive  the  full  amount  thereof  both  principal  and  in- 
terest in  specie  by  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-six: 

iChapter  912. 


1786]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  .  197 

And  whereas  notwithstanding  the  proportion  thereof  wHch 
hath  been  redemed  and  the  provision  already  made  for  the  fur- 
ther redemption  thereof  before  the  said  bills  shall  become  due 
and  payable,  yet  it  is  highly  probable  that  a  part  will  not  be 
so  redeemed,  and  it  is  necessary,  right  and  just  that  the  Legis- 
lature should  provide  for  preserving  the  faith  of  the  state 
pledged  as  aforesaid: 

Therefore; 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  CJommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  the 
state  treasurer  shall  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed 
to  receive  the  said  bills  emitted  agreeably  to  the  act  aforesaid 
from  the  holders  thereof  and  to  pay  them  respectively  in  specie 
or  the  bills  of  credit  of  this  state  last  emitted  for  the  amount 
of  the  principal  of  the  bills  so  received  and  the  interest  there- 
upon until  they  shall  have  become  due  and  that  so  much  of  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  mortgages  of  the  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  pounds  loan  office  erected  by  the  act  of  assem- 
bly passed  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  as  may  be  necessary  and 
hereby  is  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  paying  [of]  the  said 
bills. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  none  of  the 
aforesaid  bills  shall  be  redeemed,  unless  the  same  be  produced 
to  the  treasurer  of  this  state  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  and  nine. 

[Section  11. ]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Beit  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  state  shall  once 
in  every  month,  during  one  year  immediately  preceding  the  first 
day  of  January  publish  the  substance  of  the  foregoing  proviso 
and  the  limitation  therein  contained  in  two  or  more  of  the 
newspapers  of  this  state. 

Passed  March  17,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  91,  etc.    See  the 
Act  of  Assemhly  passed  Novemher  22,  1788,  Chapter  1384. 
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CHAPTER  MOOXIII. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  VESTING  IN  THE 
AMERICAN  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY  HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA  FOR 
THE  PROMOTING  USEFUL  KNOWLEDGE  A  CERTAIN  LOT  OF  GROUND, 
BEING  PART  OF  THE  STATE  HOUSE  SQUARE."  i 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  general  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth  passed  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  a  certain  lot  or 
piece  of  ground  therein  described  was  given  and  granted  to  and 
vested  in  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  held  at  Phila- 
delphia, for  promoting  Useful  Knowledge,  for  the  purposes  and 
under  the  restrictions  mentioned  in  the  said  act: 

And  whereas  the  said  society  did  proceed  to  the  occupation 
and  improvement  of  the  said  lot  of  ground,  but  from  the  tenor 
of  the  last  section  of  the  aforesaid  law,  the  said  society  appre- 
hend themselves  restricted  from  making  that  improvement  and 
advantage  thereof  which  appears  reasonable  and  therefore  pe- 
titioned this  present  house  of  assembly  to  remedy  the  defects 
and  inconveniences  to  which  they  are  subjected  in  and  by  the 
act  aforesaid  by  vesting  them  with  power  to  let  or  lease 'certain 
parts  of  the  building  to  be  by  them  erected  on  the  lot  afore- 
said: 

And  whereas  the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioners  appears  to 
this  house  to  be  founded  in  reason. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  American  Philoso- 
phical Society  held  at  Philadelphia  for  promoting  of  Useful 
Knowledge,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  vested  with  full  and 
sufficient  power  and  authority  to  let  or  lease  out  such  vaults  or 
cellars  as  they  may  think  proper  to  make  under  the  building 
to  be  by  them  erected  on  the  lot  aforesaid,  and  shall  have  like 
power  and  authority  to  let  or  lease  any  other  parts  of  said  build- 

1  Passed  March  2S,  1785.    Chapter  1147. 
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ing  for  such  purposes  as  may  have  affinity  with  the  design  of 
their  institution,  and  for  no  other. 

Provided,  That  the  issues  or  profits  arising  from  such  parts 
of  the  building  shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which  the 
said  society  was  originally  instituted,  and  to  no  other,  anything 
in  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Passed  March  17,  1786.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  3,  p.  92,  etc. 
Chapter  1214. 


CHAPTER  MOCXIV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  REPEALING  SO  MUCH  OF  A  LAW  PASSED  IN  DECEMBER 
ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY  FOR  RAISING  THE 
SUM  OF  NINETY-THREE  THOUSAND  SIX  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY 
POUNDS  TEN  SHILLINGS  ANNUALLY  FOR  SIX  YEARS  AS  RELATES 
TO  THE  PAYMENTS  OF  THE  LAST  FOUR  ANNUAL  TAXES  THEREIN 
DIRECTED  TO  BE  LAID. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  passed  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  entitled  *'An  act  for  funding  and  redeeming  the  bills  of 
credit  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  for  providing  means 
to  bring  the  present  war  to  a  happy  conclusion,"^  it  was  directed 
and  provided  that  the  sum  of  ninety-three  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty  pounds  ten  shillings  should  be  annually  raised,  levied 
and  paid  for  six  succeeding  years  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming 
the  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of 
congress  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty: 

And  whereas  no  more  than  two  yearly  requisitions  thereof 
have  been  paid  throughout  the  state: 

And  whereas  the  redemption  of  the  said  bills  emitted  on  the 
faith  of  this  state  is  fully  provided  for  by  the  taxes  heretofore 
laid  and  the  other  means  already  provided: 

1  Chapter  921. 
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And  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  the  legislature  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  diminish  the  burden  of  the  good  citizens  of  this  state: 

Therefore; 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  CSom- 
monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  of  the  act  aforesaid 
and  no  more  as  relates  to  the  raising,  levying  and  disch,arging 
the  last  four  annual  taxes  therein  directed  to  be  paid  shall  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  annulled  and  declared  to  be 
void,  anything  contained  in  the  said  act  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

Passed  March  18,  1786.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  3,  93,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCOXV. 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  SUSPEND  AN 
ACT  OP  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THIS  COMMONV^ALTH  ENTITLED 
•A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  WIL^ 
LIAM  CUNGAN,  THAMAS  BULL,  JOHN  KINKEAD,  ROGER  KIRK,  JOHN 
SELLERS,  JOHN  WILSON  AND  JOSEPH  DAVIS  TO  BUILD  A  NEW 
COURT  HOUSE  AND  PRISON  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  CHESTER  AND  TO 
PELL  THE  OLD  COURT  HOUSE  AND  PRISON  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF 
CHESTER."  "  1 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  said  suspending  law  it  is 
recited  that  a  general  dissatisfaction  and  uneasiness  did  pre^ 
vail  and  subsist  among  the  good  people  of  the  county  of  Chester 
with  the  said  act  and  the  intended  removal  of  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice from  the  borough  of  CJhester  to  the  Turk's  Head  in  Goshen 
township  in  the  same  county: 

And  whereas  it  appears  from  a  variety  of  petitions,  remon- 
strances and  memorials  presented  to  and  laid  before  the  present 
house  of  Assembly  that  a  great  part  of  the  good  people  of  said 
county  are  much  dissatisfied  with  the  courts  of  justice  remain- 
ing at  the  borough  of  Chester,  and  it  being  just  and  reasonable 

1  Passed  March  30,  1785.    Chapter  1152. 
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that  tbe  said  suspending  law  should  be  repealed,  the  causes  for 
which  the  said  law  was  passed  having  ceased  to  exist: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
suspend  an  act  entitled  ^A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  William  Clingan,  Thomas  Bull,  John  Kinkead, 
Roger  Kirk,  John  Sellers,  John  Wilson  and  Joseph  Davis  to 
build  a  new  court  house  and  prison  in  the  county  of  Chester, 
and  fell  the  old  court  house  and  prison  in  the  borough  of  Ches- 
ter," "  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null 
and  void. 

Passed  March  18,  1786.    Recorded  Lc  B.  No.  3,  p.  93,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXVI. 


AN  ACT  AUTHORIZING  THE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  TO  AP- 
POINT A  COMMISSIONER  OR  COMMISSIONERS  TO  VIEW  AND  OPEN  A 
ROAD  FROM  THE  LEHIGH  WATER  GAP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  NORTH- 
AMPTON TO  WYOMING  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND  AND 
FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  making  and  maintaining  of 
highways  and  roads  between  the  several  parts  of  this  common- 
wealth is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  intercourse  and  com- 
merce thereof,  and  to  the  due  administration  of  justice  therein: 

And  whereas  no  highway  hath  been  heretofore  laid  out  by 
public  authority  between  the  northern  inhabitated  parts  of 
Northampton  county  and  the  settlement  at  Wyoming  on  the 
river  Susquehanna  in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  and  it  is 
highly  expedient  that  such  highway  should  be  laid  out  and  es- 
tablished: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  president  or  in  his 
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absence  the  vice  president  in  council  may  and  shall  nominate 
and  appoint  one  substantial  and  discreet  freeholder  to  view, 
survey  and  lay  out  a  state  highway  from  Lehigh  Water  Gap  in 
the  county  of  Northampton  in  as  direct  and  straight  a  manner 
as  the  circumstances  of  the  country  and  the  situation  of  the 
ground  will  admit  to  Wyoming  in  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land, which  highway  shall  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the 
same  be  of  the  breadth  of  sixty  feet,  and  the  said  commissioner 
shall  proceed  to  perform  the  said  service  at  such  time  and  times 
and  in  such  manner  as  the  president  or  in  his  absence  the  vice 
president  in  council  shall  direct,  and  the  said  commissioner 
shall  from  time  to  time  report  his  proceedings  by  virtue  of  this 
act  to  the  president  or  vice  president  in  council  who  thereupon 
may  if  they  see  fit,  establish  the  same  or  otherwise  may  ap- 
point other  freeholders  to  review  the  said  highway  or  any  part 
thereof  and  upon  the  report  of  the  said  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners the  president  or  vice  president  in  council  shall  judge 
of  and  finally  determine  the  course  and  dii^ection  of  the  said 
highway  and  the  said  highway  when  it  shall  be  so  established 
shall  be  and  remain  to  all  intents  and  purposes  the  state  high- 
way between  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap  and  Wyoming  aforesaid, 
and  the  courses  and  distances  and  other  circumstances  of  the 
said  highway  shall  be  entered  at  length  in  the  council  books, 
which  entry  shall  be  deemed  a  record  thereof. 

[Section  IL]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioner  or  com- 
missioners be  allowed  for  his  or  their  labor  and  trouble  in  the 
viewing  and  laying  out  of  the  said  highway,  the  sum  of  ten 
shillings  each  for  every  day  he  or  they  shall  be  employed  therein 
and  the  president  or  vice  president  in  council  shall  also  grant 
to  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  (as  the  case  may  be) 
proper  and  necessarj-  assistants  for  the  better  performing  the 
said  services  and  shall  ascertain  the  recompense  to  be  made  to 
such  assistants. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
pounds  of  the  moneys  of  this  state  not  already  appropriated 
shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the  purpose 
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aforesaid.  The  president  or  vice  president  in  council  are  hereby 
authorized  to  draw  upon  the  treasury  of  this  commonwealth 
for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  and  cause  the  said  high- 
way to  be  opened  and  made  by  contract  or  otherwise  as  may  be 
by  the  president  or  vice  president  in  council  judged  most  ex- 
pedient. 

Passed  March  23,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  94,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCX^VII. 


AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  THE  WARDENS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADEL- 
PHIA TO  EXTEND  THE  MARKET  HOUSE  IN  HIGH  STREET  FROM 
THIRD  STREET  TO  FOURTH  STREET  FROM  DELAWARE  RIVER  AND 
TO  CONTINUE  THE  SAME  FROM  TIME  TO  TIME  WBSTWARDLY  FROM 
ONE  STREET  TO  ANOTHER  IN  THE  MIDDLE  OF  HIGH  STREET  AS 
THE  WARDENS  OF  THE  SAID  CITY  SHALL  THINK  NECESSARY  AND 
FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  counties  bordering  thereon  have  repre- 
sented to  this  house  the  necessity  there  is  of  extending  the  mar- 
ket-house in  High  street  westward  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia; 
that  the  old  market  house  was  become  by  far  too  small  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  people  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
country  who  are  often  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather 
without  shelter  in  rain  or  snow  to  the  great  danger  of  their 
health  and  inconveniency  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city 
and  that  custom  and  long  usage  have  fixed  High  street  as  the 
most  eligible  and  central  place  for  the  market  house  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  war- 
dens of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  or  a  majority  of  them  and  they 
are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  contract  for  materials  and 
to  employ  workmen  to  build  and  extend  the  market  house  in 
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High  street  along  the  middle  thereof  from  Third  street  to 
Fourth  street  within  the  present  or  the  next  succeeding  year 
and  so  on  from  time  to  time  as  necessity  or  occasion  shall  re- 
quire to  extend  the  market  house  in  High  street  from  street  to 
street  westward  as  often  as  the  wardens  of  the  said  city  or  a 
majority  of  them  shall  think  proper  for  the  benefit  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city  and  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  country  people  bringing  provisions  to  market  for 
sale. 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  afford  a  convenient  op- 
portunity for  the  turning  of  wagons  and  other  carriages. 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  first  shambles  or  market  house  as  it  shall  or  may 
be  extended  in  all  or  any  of  the  said  High  street  shall  not  ap- 
proach or  be  continued  nearer  than  thirty  feet  to  the  line  or 
lines  of  any  of  the  streets  crossing  the  aforesaid  High  street. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  that  those  who  attend  the 
said  market  with  herbage  and  vegetables  may  be  accommodated 
with  more  convenient  shelter  under  the  eaves  thereof  as  well 
as  to  afford  a  wider  space  for  the  passage  of  carriages: 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  width  or  breadth  of  the  said  shambles  or  market 
house  shall  not  be  more  than  eighteen  feet  from  the  outside 
of  any  one  pier  or  column  thereof  to  the  outside  of  any  other 
pier  or  column  of  and  opposite  to  the  same  and  that  the  roof 
of  the  said  shambles  or  market  house  shall  have  the  same  eleva- 
tion and  projection  with  that  already  erected  and  no  more. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  for  the  better  carrying  on  the 
said  building  and  for  finishing  and  completing  the  same  until 
money  can  be  raised  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  thereof  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  wardens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  borrow  from  any  person  or  per- 
sons, bodies  politic  or  corporate,  who  shall  be  willing  to  lend 
the  same  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding  in  the  whole 
two  thousand  x>ounds  to  be  by  them  applied  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debts  hereafter  to  be  contracted  by  the  said  war- 
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dens  for  the  uses  and  purposes  aforesaid^  and  that  every  lender 
of  moneys  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  immediately  receive  a 
certificate  in  writing  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  wardens 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  or  a  majority  of  them  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  lent  with  the  interest  agreed  on  not  exceeding 
six  per  centum  per  annum,  which  certificate  shall  be  registered 
in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  wardens  for  that  purpose  and  the 
interest  money  thereon  accruing  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  war- 
dens every  year. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  lender  or  lenders  of 
money,  his,  her  or  their  executors,  administrators  or  succes- 
sors, may  assign  and  transfer  his,  her  or  their  certificate  with 
all  his,  her  or  their  right  or  interest  therein  by  an  indorse- 
ment thereon  to  any  person  or  persons  and  such  assignee 
may  in  like  manner  assign,  transfer  and  set  over  the  same 
again  and  so  on  toties  quoties  and  afterward  it  shall  not  be  in 
the  power  of  the  person  so  assigning  to  release,  make  void  or 
discharge  the  said  certificate. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  for  the  better  enabling  the 
wardens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  complete  the  market 
house  aforesaid  and  to  pay  and  discharge  all  and  every  of  the 
said  certificates  so  by  them  or  a  majority  of  them  to  be  issued 
and  given  for  money  borrowed  and  the  interest  thereof  in 
manner  aforesaid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
wardens  to  levy  taxes  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia and  upon  all  estates  real  and  personal,  and  taxables 
within  the  bounds  of  the  said  city  in  the  same  manner  as  taxes 
are  by  law  levied  and  collected  for  the  support  of  the  nightly 
watch  and  enlightening  the  streets,  lanes,  and  alleys  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  and  so  annually  until  the  whole  of  such  cer- 
tificates, both  principal  and  interest,  are  finally  discharged  and 
paid,  and  also  for  the  payment  of  such  debts  as  may  be  con- 
tracted for  the  purpose  aforesaid  over  and  above  the  said  sum 
of  two  thousand  pounds  so  directed  to  be  borrowed  by  the  said 
wardens,  should  that  sum  prove  insufficient  to  answer  the  pur- 
poses hereby  intended. 


206  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1786 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when  the  market  house 
shall  be  finished  and  completed,  the  one-half  of  the  building  so 
erected  shall  be  and  remain  free  for  the  country  people  attend- 
ing the  said  market  forever,  and  that  no  fees,  tolls,  or  per- 
quisites be  demanded  or  exacted  from  them  for  the  use  thereof, 
and  that  the  wardens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  be  authorized 
to  let  or  demise  the  stalls  which  they  may  erect  in  the  other 
half  of  the  said  building  to  any  person  or  persons  for  such 
yearly  rents  and  reservations  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  and  the 
rent  arising  from  such  stalls  shall  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  wardens  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  time  being  for 
the  use  of  the  said  city  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

Passed  March  23,  1786.    Recorded  Lk  B.  No.  3,  p.  95,  etc. 

See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  February  12,  1795,  Chapter  1796. 


CHAPTER  M(X:JXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENFORCE  THE  DUB  PAYMENT  AND  COLLECTION  OF  TAXES 
WITHIN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  this 
commonwealth  that  payment  of  the  taxes  which  have  been  laid 
and  which  may  be  called  for  by  the  legislature  of  this  state  for 
the  necessary  purposes  thereof  should  be  paid  within  the  time 
directed: 

And  whereas  there  are  large  arrearages  of  the  taxes,  which 
have  been  heretofore  assessed  within  the  counties  of  this  state 
still  due  and  outstanding  to  the  great  delay  and  disappoint- 
ment of  public  measures,  the  unequal  burdening  of  those  who 
have  paid  their  parts  and  proportions  of  taxes  in  due  time,  and 
to  the  great  distress  of  many  persons  who  are  liable  for  such 
arrears,  and  who  could  have  discharged  the  same  with  less  diffi- 
culty if  such  illegal  and  false  indulgence  had  not  been  prac- 
ticed: 

For  remedy  whereof: 
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[Section  I.]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  so  much  and  no  more  of  an  act  of 
general  assembly  of  this  state  of  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  one 
tliousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  entitled  "An  act  for 
methodizing  the  department  of  accounts  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  for  the  more  effectual  settlement  of  the  same,"^  as 
excepts  the  accounts  of  the  collectors  of  public  taxes  and  of  the 
treasurers  of  the  different  counties  from  being  examined  and 
settled  by  the  comptroller-general  of  this  state  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void  and  that  the  several  county 
treasurers  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed  once  in  every  six 
months  or  oftener  if  thereunto  required  by  the  comptroller-gen- 
eral to  render  their  respective  accounts  for  settlement  into  his 
office. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  resx>ective  county  treas- 
urers of  this  state  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  and  au- 
thorized to  compel  the  collectors  of  townships,  wards  and  dis- 
tricts appointed  or  that  may  be  appointed  severally  to  do  their 
duty  and  pay  in  the  sums  by  them  collected  as  well  the  col- 
lectors of  the  taxes  heretofore  due  as  those  directed  to  be 
assessed,  levied  and  paid  by  the  act  of  the  sixteenth  day  of 
March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-five,  entitled  "An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this 
state  towards  paying  the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  funding  and  paying  the  interest  of  the 
public  debts  of  this  state."' 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  from  and  after  the  publication 
of  this  act  it  shall  be  incumbent  on  the  said  county  treasurers 
severally  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  directed  and  em- 
powered to  recover  from  all  such  delinquent  collectors  of  state 
taxes,  the  sums  of  money  which  have  heretofore  been  laid  and 
assessed  on  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  and  taxable  per- 

1  Passed  April  13,  1782.    Chap.  970. 
*  Chapter  1137. 
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sons  within  the  respective  county  before  the  sixteenth  day  of 
March  which  was  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-five,  and  which  yet  remain  outstanding,  whether  the 
same  be  still  unpaid  by  the  persons  who  were  originally  charged 
with  the  payment  thereof  or  remain  in  the  hands  of  any  person 
or  persons  who  have  been  authorized  to  collect  the  same  or  in 
the  hands  of  their  legal  representatives,  saving  and  reserving 
nevertheless  to  all  persons  concerned  in  the  collection  of  the 
taxes  aforesaid  the  usual  reasonable  allowances  for  sums  un- 
avoidable lost,  the  same  allowances  to  be  made  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  proper  county  for  the  time  being  or  any  two 
of  them  and  certified  to  the  treasurer  thereof,  and  each  of  the 
said  county  treasurers  shall  be  subject  to  like  fines  for  non-per- 
formance or  neglect  of  his  duty  as  enjoined  by  this  act  to  be  re- 
covered in  the  same  manner  as  is  directed  in  similar  cases  in 
and  by  the  act  aforesaid  passed  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  and  that  so  much  of  the  several  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth, for  laying  and  collecting  taxes  as  are  hereby  supplied 
be  and  the  same  are  from  henceforth  repealed  and  made  void. 
And  any  county  treasurer  for  failing  or  neglecting  to  prosecute 
any  delinquent  collector  as  hereinbefore  directed  shall  forfeit 
and  be  liable  to  pay  for  every  such  failure  or  neglect  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  pounds  the  same  to  be  recovered  for  the  use  of  the 
state  by  the  attorney  general  at  the  suit  of  the  commonwealth. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  none  of  the 
allowances  or  exonerations  to  be  made  by  any  of  the  commis- 
sioners as  aforesaid  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  exonerate 
any  county  from  the  quotas  of  state  taxes  heretofore  laid  on 
them  respectively  or  any  part  thereof. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  within  six  months  from  and 
after  the  publication  of  this  act  the  commissioners  of  each 
county  respectively  shall  and  they  are  hereby  directed  in  their 
own  proper  counties  to  prepare  and  transmit  fair  duplicates  of 
all  such  assessments  which  have  already  been  made  as  the 
same  have  been  corrected  after  the  determination  of  the  appeals 
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thereon  to  the  office  of  the  comptroller-general,  the  said  return 
to  be  made  out  according  to  such  form  as  the  said  comptroller- 
general  with  the  approbation  of  the  president  or  in  his  absence 
the  vice  president  and  council  shall  prescribe  and  if  such  com- 
missioner shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  furnish  such  duplicates 
within  the  time  aforesaid  every  such  commissioner  shall  for 
such  neglect  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  use  of  the  state  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  pounds  to  be  recovered  by  the  attorney-general  at 
the  suit  of  the  commonwealth,  and  that  on  or  before  the  firrt 
day  of  September  next,  and  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  in 
every  succeeding  year,  the  said  commissioners  shall  make  simi- 
lar returns  of  the  assessments  to  be  thereafter  annually  made 
agreeably  to  the  act  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  March  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  afore- 
said under  like  penalties  and  forfeitures  for  neglect  or  refusal 
as  are  hereby  imposed  to  be  recovered  in  like  manner  as  afore- 
said. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  in  and  by  the  act  last  men- 
tioned there  is  no  specified  time  within  which  the  district  as- 
sessors and  assistant  assessors  shall  make  the  returns  of  the 
taxable  property  and  persons  enjoined  by  this  state  and  deliver 
the  same  to  the  commissioners  nor  of  the  time  within  which 
the  appeals  thereby  allowed  shall  be  made  and  the  same  being 
left  indefinite  they  may  be  so  far  protracted  as  to  leave  little 
time  remaining  for  the  performance  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
duties  which  are  required  to  be  performed  with  in  the  year: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  township,  ward  and  district 
assessors  shall  severally  make  their  returns  of  taxable  property 
and  persons  as  required  by  law  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of 
February  in  every  year  and  that  the  appeals  from  the  assess- 
ments which  shall  be  made  thereon  shall  be  holden  within 
thirty  days  after  the  same  returns  be  made  and  every  district 
assessor,  assistant  assessor,  or  county  commissioner  herein 
neglecting  shall  for  every  such  neglect  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
use  of  the  state  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  to  be  recovered  by  the 
attorney-general  at  the  suit  of  the  commonwealth. 
14— XII 
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[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
comptroller-general  of  this  state  and  he  is  hereby  directed  at  the 
end  of  six  months  from  the  publication  of  this  act  and  on  the 
first  day  of  May  in  every  succeeding  year  to  report  to  the  presi- 
dent or  vice  president  in  council  the  returns  of  assessment 
which  he  may  receive  from  the  county  commissioners  as  herein 
before  directed  and  the  president  and  council  shall  cause  those 
(Commissioners  who  shall  be  delinquent  if  any  such  there  be 
forthwith  to  be  prosecuted  for  their  delinquency  by  the  attor- 
iiey-general  at  the  suit  of  the  commonwealth,  and  that  so  often 
as  the  comptroller-general  shall  settle  the  accounts  of  the 
county  treasurers  respectively  he  shall  report  the  state  of  the 
taxes  paid,  and  also  of  the  taxes  which  shall  be  outstanding  on 
such  accounts  to  the  president  or  vice  president  in  council  to 
the  end  that  it  may  be  known  who  and  where  the  delinquents 
are  in  order  that  such  delinquents  may  be  proceeded  against 
according  to  law. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  comptroller-general 
shall  cause  lists  of  the  taxes  which  shall  be  paid  and  of  the 
taxes  which  shall  be  outstanding  to  be  annually  printed  and  dis- 
tributed throughout  the  respective  counties. 

(Section  Xl.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  that  the  treasurers  of  the 
several  counties  of  this  state  may  be  enabled  with  vigor  and 
firmness  to  discharge  the  duties  and  exercise  the  authorities 
which  by  this  act  are  devolved  to  and  enjoined  upon  them: 

[Section  IX.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore? 
said.  That  the  treasurers  of  the  counties  of  this  state  who  shall 
be  in  office  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  the  county  treas- 
urers who  shall  afterwards  be  appointed  shall  hold  their  re- 
spective officer  for  and  during  the  term  of  three  years  to  be 
computed  from  and  after  the  said  first  day  of  June  or  from 
and  after  the  day  of  such  appointment  to  office,  and  if  any 
county  treasurer  who  shall  have  given  the  security  required  by 
law  and  remove  not  out  of  the  proper  county  he  shall  not  be 
removable  within  the  term  aforesaid  unless  he  shall  be  con- 


1786]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  211 

victed  of  misbehavior  or  delinquency  in  office  by  a  jury  of  the 
proper  connty. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  fines  and  forfeitures  which 
may  be  incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  recovered  with 
costs  of  suit  of  the  se«eeral  offenders  or  delinquents  by  informa- 
tion before  the  supreme  court  or  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
the  county  where  the  offender  or  delinquent  dwelleth.  Pro- 
vided, That  all  such  suits  be  commenced  within  one  year  after 
the  offence  or  delinquency  shall  happen, 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  also.  That  the 
comptroller-general  shall  not  by  virtue  of  this  act  have  any  au- 
thority to  call  upon  the  county  commissioner,  county  treas- 
urer or  other  person  concerning  anything  done  by  virtue  of  an 
act,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  of  county  rates  and  levies,"'  en- 
acted in  the  late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  seventeenth 
day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  (according  to  the  old  style) 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-four,  unless  the  comp- 
troller-general be  specially  authorized  and  directed  by  the  presi- 
dent or  vice  president  in  council  to  call  the  commissioners, 
treasurer,  or  other  officer  of  any  county  to  account  concerning 

the  rates  and  levies  of  the^same  county. 

• 

Passed  Mprch  24,  1786.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  96,  etc.  See  the 
note  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  20,  1724-26,  Chapter 
284  and  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  October  4,  1788,  Chapter  1374; 
March  30,  1791,  Chapter  1543;  April  11,  1799,  Chapter  2095. 


CHAPTER  MCCXIX. 


AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDB  FOR  DISCHARGING  THE  ARREARS  OP  IN- 
TEREST DUB  UPON  THE  DEPRECATION  CERTIFICATES  GRANTED  BY 
THIS  STATE  UPON  WHICH  INTEREST  WAS  HERETOFORE  PAYABLE. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)    Whereas  by  an  act  passed  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  certain  moneys  arising 
from  the  excise  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest  on  un- 
s  Chapter  284.  " 
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alienated  certificates  therein  mentioned/'^  it  was  provided  that 
from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  April  then  next  and  from  and 
after  the  tenth  day  of  April  in  each  and  every  succeeding  year 
the  comptroller-general  should  report  to  the  supreme  executive 
council  one  year's  interest  upon  the  certificates  of  the  persons 
respectively  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  said  act: 

And  whereas  agreeable  to  the  said  law  there  remains  one 
year's  interest  annually  in  arrear  for  payment  of  which  no 
provision  hath  been  made: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of 
April  next  the  comptroller-general  shall  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  report  one  other  year's  interest  in  like  manner  and  in 
addition  to  the  yearly  interest  heretofore  provided  for  and  the 
supreme  executive  council  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw  orders 
for  the  same  in  like  manner  as  is  directed  by  the  act  aforesaid. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  year's  interest  hereinbefore  directed  to  be  paid 
as  well  as  to  discharge  certain  other  arrears  not  yet  paid: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  and  ninety-seven 
pounds  nineteen  shillings  and  three  pence  of  the  moneys  which 
have  arisen  from  the  impost  duties  of  this  state  and  which  be- 
came due  before  the  first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  or  so  much  as  may  be  necessary 
thereof,  be  and  the  sam*^  are  hereby  appropriated  to  the  said 
purposes. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  upwards  of  five  years  have 
elapsed  since  this  state  undertook  to  compensate  the  officer^ 
and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  of  the  late  army  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  for  the  losses  sustained  by  the  same 
officers  and  soldiers  severally  by  receiving  their  pay  in  depre- 
ciated bills  of  credit. 

And  whereas  divers  of  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  who  were 

1  Passed  March  21,  1783.    Chap.  1024. 
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entitled  to  the  relief  intended  for  them  have  not  hitherto  ap- 
plied in  person  nor  by  their  agents  or  attorneys  in  fact,  exe- 
cutors or  administrators,  to  ask,  demand,  and  take  out  the  cer- 
tificates for  the  depreciation  aforesaid,  which  were  directed 
by  an  act  of  general  assembly  enacted  for  that  purpose  on  the 
eighteenth  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty,  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  and 
adjust  the  accounts  of  the  troops  of  this  state  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  and'  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned,^'*  And  whereas  many  abuses  have  been  attempted  and 
practiced  by  persons  not  of  kin  with  deceased  soldiers  nor  hav- 
ing demands  upon  their  estates  taking  out  letters  of  administra- 
tion and  setting  up  false  and  fradulent  claims  to  certificates  for 
depreciation  which  remained  unissued,  and  it  is  proper  that 
the  certificates  aforesaid  which  yet  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
comptroller-general  of  this  state  and  also  all  other  certificates 
for  depreciation  which  have  not  hitherto  been  demanded  by 
persons  respectively  who  are  or  were  entitled  to  them  should 
be  secured  from  further  abuse  and  likewise  that  some  limita- 
tion should  be  given  to  the  issuing  of  certificates  for  deprecia- 
tioiL 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  publication 
of  this  act  none  of  the  certificates  which  have  been  made  out  for 
compensating  the  losses  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  aforesaid 
by  receiving  depreciated  bills  of  credit  nor  any  other  certificates 
of  the  like  nature  which  have  been  made  out  or  which  have  been 
directed  to  be  made  out  to  any  person  or  persons  in  the  pay  of 
the  United  States  of  America  or  of  this  state  and  that  remain  in 
the  hands  of  the  comptroller-general  of  this  state  unissued  nor 
which  be  not  yet  made  out  shall  be  delivered  to  any  person  other 
than  the  person  who  is  entitled  to  the  same,  or  to  his  attorney 
in  fact,  properly  authorized  by  letter  of  attorney,  duly  executed 
and  recorded  in  the  office  for  recording  of  deeds  in  the  county 
of  Philadelphia  or  to  his  executor  or  executors  or  to  his  ad- 
ministrator or  administrators  legally  entitled  to  the  same  or  a 
share  thereof  by  succession  ab  intestato,  and  that  all  the  de- 

>  Chapter  920. 


214  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1786 

preciation  certificates  aforesaid  of  whatever  nature  or  kind 
which  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  which  will  be  in  thQ 
year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  shall  re- 
main unclaimed  and  not  taken  out  shall  be  deemed  and  con- 
sidered as  escheats  to  the  commonwealth  in  like  manner  and  to 
like  effect  as  if  the  several  persons  who  are  or  were  entitled  to 
the  same  certificates  were  dead  without  kindred  and  that  within 
two  months  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  the  comptroller-general  shall 
form  an  accurate  list  of  all  the  unclaimed  certificates  which 
then  remain  as  aforesaid  in  his  hands  and  likewise  another  list 
of  all  such  as  have  been  claimed  (if  any  such  there  be)  and  shall 
transmit  the  same  together  with  the  same  certificates  to  the 
president  or  vice  president  in  council,  and  the  president  or  vice 
president  in  council  shall  thereupon  order  that  an  indorsement 
be  made  on  each  of  the  certificates  aforesaid  which  shall  not 
have  been  claimed  in  order  to  render  them  of  no  use  to  any  per- 
son whatever,  and  if  the  claims  that  shall  then  be  pending  upon 
any  of  the  same  certificates  shall  be  afterwards  determined 
against  the  particular  claimant  the  like  indorsement  shall  be 
likewise  made  thereon  and  th$  aforesaid  lists  shall  be  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  executive  council. 

Passed  March  25,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  98,  etc 


CHAPTER  MC50XX. 


AN  ACT  TO  BSTABLISH  AND  CONFIRM  THE  TITLE  OF  THE  ASSIGNS 
OF  NATHANIEL  TAYLOR  IN  A  CERTAIN  MESSUAGE  AND  TRACT  OF 
LAND  IN  ALLEN  TOWNSHIP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this 
general  assembly  that  a  certain  Nathaniel  Taylor,  late  of  Allen 
township  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  yeoman,  deceased,  was 
in  his  lifetime  seized  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee  of  a  certain  mes- 
suage, plantation  and  tract  of  land  thereunto  belonging  with 
the  appurtenances  situate  in  the  township  and  counl^  aforesaid 
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beginning  at  a  post  by  Lehigh  river,  thence  east  one  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  perches  to  a  post,  thence  by  land  of  Robert 
Clendanin  and  John  Biddle  north  seven  degrees  west  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  perches  to  a  post,  thence  by  land  of  John 
Boyd  and  John  Walker  west  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
perches  to  a  cedar  tree  on  the  bank  of  the  said  branch,  thence, 
down  the  said  river  the  several  courses  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, containing  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  of  land,  be 
the  same  more  or  less,  and  that  the  said  Nathaniel  Taylor  so 
being  seized  in  fee  thereof  on  the  twenty-flfth  day  of  April  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty  did 
mortgage  the  same  to  the  trustees  of  the  general  loan  office  of 
the  then  province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  consequence  thereof 
did  lodge  and  deposit  his  deeds  and  other  evidences  of  his  said 
title  to  the  messuage,  plantation  and  tract  of  land  aforesaid, 
with  the  said  trustees  and  afterwards  died  without  having  re- 
deemed the  said  premises: 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  further  represented  that  the  title 
deeds  and  other  evidences  aforesaid  have  been  lost  and  cannot 
be  found  among  the  papers  of  the  said  office,  whereby  the  title 
of  sundry  persons  claiming  a  right  to  the  said  premises  or  to 
some  part  thereof  by,  from  or  under  the  said  Nathaniel  Taylor 
hath  become  defective,  and  application  hath  thereupon  been 
made  (by  Neigal  Gray)  to  this  House  to  remedy  the  loss  and  to 
support  the  legal  proof  of  the  title  of  the  said  persons  so  become 
defective  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  public  notice  hath  been  given  of  the  said  repre- 
sentation and  application  and  no  one  hath  appeared  to  object 
to  the  prayer  thereof  being  granted: 

And  whereas  the  facts  so  set  forth  appear  to  be  true  and  the 
moneys  due  on  the  said  mortgage  have  been  fully  paid  and  dis- 
charged: 

Therefore: 

[Section  L]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  all  and  every  person  and  persons 
claiming  or  to  claim  any  estate,  title,  right  or  interest  in  or  to 
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the  said  messuage,  plantation  or  tract  of  land  or  to  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof  with  the  appurtenances,  in  law  or  equity,  by 
devise,  conveyance,  agreement  to  convey  or  otherwise  shall 
hold  the  same  accordingly  as  they  are  respectively  interested 
therein  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  in  law  and  equity  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  said  title  deeds  had  not  been  lost. 
And  that  the  title  of  the  said  persons  or  any  of  them  so  claim- 
ing the  said  premises  with  the  appurtenances  or  any  part  or 
parcel  thereof  shall  not  be  impeached  in  any  court  of  law  or 
equity  for  or  by  reason  of  not  producing  the  said  deeds,  and  that 
this  act  shall  in  all  courts  of  justice  in  this  state  be  taken  and 
deemed  a  sufficient  proof  that  the  said  Nathaniel  Taylor  was 
seized  of  the  premises  in  his  demesne  as  of  fee,  any  law,  usage 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Passed  March  27,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  100,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXXI. 


AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  THE  JUSTICES  OP  THE  SUPREME  COURT  TO 
SUPPLY  DEFECTS  IN  THE  TITLES  TO  LANDS  OCCASIONED  BY  THE 
LOSS  OF  DEEDS  OR  WRITINGS  RESPECTING  THE  SAME  OR  WHERE 
THEY  HAVE  BEEN  DEFACED  OR  RENDERED  ILLEGIBLE  BY  TIME 
OR  ACCIDENT. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  many  persons  have  lost  their 
deeds,  conveyances  and  writings  relating  to  their  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments  and  possessions  within  this  state,  particu- 
larly during  the  late  war  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  Great  Britain,  some  of  whom  at  the  time  of  the  invasion 
of  this  state  by  the  British  army  buried  them  under  ground 
with  an  intention  of  providing  for  their  safety  whereby  and 
from  other  causes  they  have  been  defaced  and  in  many  material 
places  rendered  illegible: 

For  remedying  of  such  imperfections,  defects  and  losses: 
[Section  I.]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)     Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  here- 
by enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
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authority  of  the  same.  That  where  any  person  or  persons  have 
lost  their  deed  or  deeds,  conveyances  or  writings  concerning 
their  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  possessions  or  where 
the  same  are  defaced  or  rendered  illegible  in  whole  or  in  part 
and  if  such  person  or  persons  shall  be  desirous  to  have  the  said 
defects  and  imperfections  in  their  titles  supplied  he,  she  or 
they  may  apply  to  the  justices  of  the  supreme  court  or  any  two 
of  them  by  bill  or  petition,  therein  setting  forth  the  case  and 
circumstances  thereof,  which  said  court,  aflBidavit  being  made  of 
the  material  facts,  may  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  issue  a  subpoena  for  any  person  or  persons  who 
may  appear  to  be  interested  in  the  matters  contained  in  the 
said  bill  or  petition  if  residing  within  this  state  and  if  with- 
out the  same  the  said  court  may  direct  and  order  an  advertise- 
ment [to]  be  published  for  three  weeks  or  more  in  some  of  the 
public  newspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  giving  notice 
of  the  said  application  and  requiring  all  persons  whom  it  may 
concern  to  appear  in  court  in  term  time  or  before  the  justices 
thereof  or  any  two  of  them  in  the  vacation  at  a  certain  place 
and  time  to  make  their  answer  upon  oath  or  affirmation  to 
the  said  bill  or  petition.  And  when  the  answer  is  filed  or  in 
case  the  parties  subpoenaed  or  any  others  do  not  attend  or 
answer  that  in  either  case  the  said  court  in  term  time  or  the 
justices  thereof  or  any  two  of  them  in  the  vacation  may  and 
shall  examine  any  witness  or  witnesses  who  may  be  produced 
or  cause  their  depositions  to  be  taken  before  some  person  or  per- 
sons by  them  authorized  and  appointed  to  take  the  same  by  com- 
mission or  order  respecting  the  facts  alleged  in  the  said  bill 
and  petition  and  have  such  other  proceedings  in  a  summary  way 
to  ascertain  and  establish  the  said  facts  and  make  such  order 
and  decree  in  the  premises  as  to  justice  and  equity  shall  apper- 
tain. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  record  and  proceedings 
made  and  had  in  manner  aforesaid  or  a  copy  thereof  authenti- 
cated under  the  hand  of  the  prothonotary  and  seal  of  the  said 
court  may  and  shall  at  all  times  be  read  upon  any  trial  or  con- 
troversy respecting  the  lands,  tenements,   hereditaments  or 
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possessions  described  or  mentioned  in  snch  bill  or  petition  and 
shall  be  taken  and  allowed  as  good  and  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  facts  so  decreed  and  established,  by  law,  usage  or  custom 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  singular  the  proceed- 
ings so  to  be  had  in  the  said  supreme  court  shall  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  party  of  parties  exhibiting  the  bill  or  petition 
and  that  the  costs  in  such  cases  shall  be  taxed  by  the  said  court 
or  one  of  the  justices  thereof  as  nearly  agreeable  to  the  fees 
allowed  for  like  services  in  other  action  or  amicable  or  adver- 
sary as  circumstances  will  admit. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  this  act  shall  continue  in 
force  for  the  space  and  term  of  Ave  years  from  the  first  day  of 
January  next  and  no  longer. 

Passed  28th  of  March  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  S,  p.  101,  etc 
See  the  Act  of.  Assembly  passed  January  19,  1793,  Chapter  1660. 


CHAPTER  M0C5XXII. 


A  SUPPLBSMBNT  TO  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  THE 
FISHERIES  IN  THE  RIVERS  DELAWARE  AND  LEHIGH  AND  FOR  THE 
PRESERVATION  OF  FISH  IN  THE  SAID  RIVERS."  l 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  expereince  has  shown  so  much  of 
the  said  act  as  enacts  that  no  more  than  one  seine  or  net  shall 
be  cast  in  any  one  pool  or  Ashing  place  in  the  said  rivers  within 
any  one  term  of  twenty-four  hours  as  far  as  relates  to  that  part 
of  the  river  Delaware  which  is  below  the  head  of  the  falls 
of  Trenton,  and  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  enacts  forfeitures 
for  making  use  of  any  seine  or  net  for  catching  shad  in  any  part 
of  the  said  river  Delaware  prescribed  as  aforesaid  after  the 
tenth  day  of  May  or  between  the  said  falls  of  Trenton  and  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Lehigh  after  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  said 

1  Passed  Blarch  80,  1784.    Chap.  1092. 
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# 
month  or  in  any  other  part  of  the  said  river  Delaware  between 

the  jnouth  of  Lehigh  and  the  Station  Point  or  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  or  in  any  part  of  the  said  river 
Lehigh  after  the  twentieth  day  of  May  aforesaid  in  any  year 
to  be  inconvenient. 

[Section  L]  (Section  11.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  second  section  of 
the  said  act  as  far  as  the  said  section  relates  to  that  part  of 
the  river  Delaware  which  is  below  the  head  of  the  falls  of 
Trenton  and  the  sixth  section  of  the  said  act  be  and  they  are 
hereby  repealed. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  af  oresald.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  cast, 
draw,  or  make  use  of  any  seine  or  net  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
shad  within  the  limits  of  this  state  in  that  part  of  the  river 
Delaware  between  the  place  where  the  same  touches  upon  the 
circular  boundary  of  the  state  of  Delaware  and  the  falls  of 
Trenton  after  the  twentieth  day  of  May  or  between  the  said 
falls  of  Trenton  and  the  mouth  of  the  river  Lehigh  after  the 
twenty-flfth  day  of  the  said  month  or  in  any  other  part  of  the 
said  river  Delaware  between  the  mouth  of  Lehigh  and  the  Sta- 
tion Point  or  northwest  comer  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  or 
in  any  part  of  the  said  river  Lehigh  after  the  thirteenth  day 
of  May  aforesaid  in  any  year  every  such  person  or  persons  so 
offending  and  being  thereof  convicted  before  any  two  justices 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  in  which  the  offence  shall 
have  been  committed  (which  justices  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  hear,  try  and  determine  the  same)  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  applied  to  the  use  aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  if 
any  person  or  persons  shall  think  himself  or  themselves 
aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  any  justices  in  the  execution  of 
this  act  he  or  they  shall  be  allowed  like  appeals  as  are  allowed 
by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Passed  7th  April,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  lOZ,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MCCXXIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  DIVIDINO  MXJL£ERRT  WARD  IN  THE  CITY  OP  PHILA- 
DELPHIA INTO  TWO  SEPARATE  WARDS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  many  of  the  freeholders  of  Mul- 
berry ward  have  by  their  petition  to  the  general  assembly  of 
this  state  represented  that  by  the  increase  of  inhabitants  in 
said  ward  they  labor  under  many  difficulties: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  the  said  Mulberry  ward  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  which 
is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Delaware  Front  street,  on  the 
north  by  the  township  of  Northern  Liberties,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  westward  by  the 
river  Schuylkill  and  southward  by  the  middle  of  Mulberry 
street  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  two  wards  of  the  said 
city  which  shall  be  divided  and  separated  from  each  other  by 
the  middle  of  Sassafras  or  Race  street  from  the  Delaware  Front 
street  to  the  river  Schuylkill,  the  southernmost  of  the  said 
wards  shall  be  hereafter  named  "South  Mulberry  ward"  and  the 
northernmost  of  the  said  two  wards  shall  be  hereafter  named 
"North  Mulberry  ward,"  and  the  said  South  Mulberry  ward 
and  North  Mulberry  ward  shall  each  of  them  have  similar  offi- 
cers and  like  privileges  as  others  of  the  wards  of  the  said  city. 

(Section  III.  P.L.)  And  whereas  by  the  division  aforesaid. 
The  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  said  South  Mulberry 
ward  will  become  vacant  and  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for 
supplying  the  same, 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  upon  a  proper  warrant  for  that  purpose  directed 
to  the  constable  of  the  said  ward  he  shall  proceed  agreeably 
to  law  to  hold  an  election  to  supply  the  vacancy  aforesaid  and 
make  return  thereof  as  in  such  case  is  directed  and  provided. 

Passed  7th  April,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  102,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MCCXXIV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  PRESENT  REUEF  AND  FUTURE  ENDOWMENT  OF 
DICKINSON  COLLEGE  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  CARUSLE  AND  COUNTY 
OF  CUMBERLAND  IN  THIS  STATE  AND  FOR  RESERVING  PART  OF 
THE  UNAPPROPRIATED  LANDS  BELONGING  TO  THE  STATE  AS  A 
FUND  FOR  THE  ENDOWMENT  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  AGREEABLY  TO 
THE  FORTY-FOURTH  SECTION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THIS 
COMMONWEALTH. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  by  the  forty-fourth  section  of  the 
constitution  of  this  state  it  is  provided  that  "a  school  or  schools 
shall  be  established  in  each  county  by  the  legislature,  for  the 
convenient  instruction  of  youth  with  sucih  salaries  to  the 
masters  paid  by  the  public  as  may  enable  them  to  instruct 
youth  at  low  prices,  and  all  useful  learning  shall  be  duly 
encouraged  and  promoted  in  one  or  more  universities,"  which 
wise  regulations  in  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  public 
credit  cannot  be  carried  into  immediate  execution,  but  every 
encouragement  in  the  reasonable  power  of  the  state  is  due  and 
ought  to  be  given  to  those  who  upon  their  private  credit  or 
by  general  subscription  shall  promote  the  institution  of  semi- 
naries of  useful  learning: 

And  whereas  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  state,  impressed 
with  the  utility  of  establishing  a  seminary  of  learning  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  western  counties  opened  a  sub- 
scription for  that  puipose  which  was  liberally  encouraged  by 
divers  well  disposed  subscribers  upon  whose  application  to  the 
legislature  a  law  was  passed  on  the  ninth  day  of  September  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  whereby  a  public 
seminary  of  learning  was  founded,  established  and  incorporated 
in  the  borough  of  CJarlisle  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  Dick-, 
inson  College  which  under  the  care  and  good  management  of 
the  trustees  is  rapidly  growing  and  promises  to  be  of  great 
advantage  by  largely  diffusing  the  liberal  arts: 

And  whereas  it  appears  by  the  representations  of  the  said 

,  trustees  that  the  number  of  pupils  now  incumbent  upon  their 

studies  in  the  different  branches  of  literature  in  the  said 

school  is  so  great  that  the  infant  funds  of  the  institution  are 
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not  sufficient  to  provide  them  with  accommodationB,  where- 
fore they  have  prayed  the  temporary  aid  of  this  and  a  former 
house  of  assembly  and  also  that  provision  may  be  made  for  a 
more  permanent  endowment  for  the  future  support  thereof  and 
this  house  sensible  of  the  high  importance  of  training  up  a 
succession  of  youth  in  useful  and  liberal  knowledge  to  qualify 
them  for  filling  the  places  of  their  elders  and  predecessors  who 
in  the  usual  course  of  nature  must  gradually  be  called  from 
the  active  duties  of  this  life  have  thought  it  expedient  to  com- 
ply with  their  prayer  with  a  moderate  donation  consistent  with 
that  economy  which  is  at  present  so  necessary  to  be  preserved 
in  the  application  of  the  public  property. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  RL.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  C5ommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General- Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundr^ 
pounds  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  given  and  granted  to  the 
trustees  of  Dickinson  college  for  the  use  of  the  said  college 
and  in  order  that  the  said  institution  may  not  suffer  by  delay 
in  receiving  the  sum  so  granted, 

[Section  II.]  It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  president  or  vice-president  of  the  supreme  executive 
council  shall  and  the  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  forth- 
with to  draw  an  order  on  the  treasurer  of  this  state  in  favor 
of  the  said  trustees  for  the  said  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
which  payment  shall  be  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts. 

(Section  III.  P.L.)  And  whereas  the  unappropriated  lands 
within  this  state  belonging  to  the  public  afford  an  ample  fund 
for  the  endowment  of  colleges  and  schools  at  a  future  day  with- 
out any  present  advance  or  public  inconvenience  and  at  the 
least  possible  expense  to  the  community  and  at  the  same  time 
certainly  effective  in  the  event  and  the  said  college  at  Oar- 
lisle  has  just  title  under  the  said  provision  in  the  constitution 
[not  only  from  its  early  institution]  under  private  patronage 
but  from  its  rapid  growth  to  be  now  provided  for. 

[Section  III.]    (Section  IV.  P.L.)   It  is  therefore  hereby  en- ' 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  ten  thousand  acres  of 
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land  together  with  six  per  centum  allowance  for  roads  to  be 
located,  set  out  and  surveyed  within  the  unappropriated  lands 
belonging  to  this  state  be  and  they  are  hereby  granted  to  the 
trustees  of  Dickinson  College  to  hare  and  to  hold  the  same  to 
them  their  successors  and  assigns  forever. 

(Section  V.  P.L.)  And  in  order  to  facilitate  the  locating,  set- 
ting out  and  surveying  the  said  lands  for  the  said  trustees  and 
securing  them  to  the  use  of  the  said  college: 

[Section  IV.]  It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesai'd, 
That  upon  the  applications  of  the  said  trustees  or  any  person 
duly  authorized  by  them  to  the  secretary  of  the  land  ofllce  of 
this  state  he  shall  grant  and  issue  and  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  grant  and  issue  such  and  so  many  warrants 
to  be  directed  to  the  surveyor-general  of  the  state  requiring 
bim  to  survey  or  cause  to  be  surveyed  for  the  trustees  of  Dick- 
inson College  such  and  so  many  tracts  of  land  with  such  number 
of  acres  in  each  warrant  as  shall  be  applied  for  at  each  and  every 
application,  in  such  places  not  already  appropriated  by  acts 
of  assembly  of  the  state  to  particular  uses,  nor  before  located 
or  surveyed  by  or  for  private  persons  as  shall  in  the  whole 
amount  to  the  said  quantity  of  ten  thousand  acres  and  the  usual 
allowance  and  no  more,  and  that  the  surveyor-general  shall 
receive  and  enter  all  such  warrants  in  his  oflBice,  and  issue 
copies  thereof  directed  to  his  deputies  in  the  different  counties 
or  districts  within  the  state,  and  the  said  deputies  shall  execute 
the  same  and  make  returns  thereof,  and  thereupon  such  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had,  and  patents  or  grants  of  confirmation 
for  the  same  shall  be  granted  and  issued  to  the  trustees  of 
Dickinson  College,  in  the  same  manner  and  form  and  having 
like  force  and  effect  as  the  like  proceedings  and  patents  have 
been  and  are  conducted  and  granted  in  case  of  private  persons 
making  applications  for  and  taking  up  lands,  under  the  laws 
of  the  state,  in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

(Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  whereas  the  same  reasons  which 
induce  this  house  to  provide  for  the  future  support  of  the  said 
college  equally  hold  and  apply  for  providing  a  fund  whereout 
hereafter  to  endow  the  public  schools  agreeably  to  the  consti- 
tution of  this  state: 
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[Section  V.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  It  is  therefore  hereby  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  sixty  thousand  acres 
of  land  part  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  this  state  be. and 
they  are  hereby  reserved  and  appropriated  for  the  sole  and 
express  purpose  of  endowing  public  schools  in  the  different 
counties  of  this  state  agreeably  to  the  said  forty-fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution. 

(Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  in  order  that  the  quantity  of  lands 
hereby  reserved  and  appropriated  as  aforesaid  may  be  located, 
set  out  and  surveyed  for  the  uses  aforesaid, 

[Section  VI.]  It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  commonwealth 
shall  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  forthwith  after 
the  passing  of  this  act  to  order  and  direct  the  secretary  of  the 
land  ofl&ce  and  the  said  secretary  upon  such  orders  and  direc- 
tions is  hereby  required  and  enjoined  to  issue  such  and  so  many 
warrants  to  be  directed  to  the  surveyor-general  of  the  state 
requiring  him  to  survey  or  cause  to  be  surveyed  for  the  use  of 
the  public  schools  established  or  to  be  established  within  this 
state  such  and  so  many  tracts  of  land  with  such  number  of 
acres  in  each  warrant  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  supreme 
executive  council  in  such  places  not  already  appropriated  by 
acts  of  assembly  to  particular  uses  nor  before  located  or  sur- 
veyed by  or  for  private  persons  or  bodies  politic,  as  shall  in 
the  whole  amount  to  sixty  thousand  acres  and  the  usual  allow- 
ance for  roads  an  dno  more  and  that  the  surveyor-general  shall 
receive  and  enter  into  his  office  all  such  warrants  and  issue 
copies  thereof  directed  to  his  deputies  in  the  different  counties 
or  districts  within  the  state  and  the  said  deputies  shall  execute 
the  same  and  make  returns  thereof  and  thereupon  such  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  had  and  the  business  thereof  shall  be  con- 
ducted in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  in  cases  of  warrants 
issued  and  surveys  returned  for  and  in  the  names  of  private 
persons  making  applications  for  and  taking  up  lands  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  excepting 
only  that  the  warrants  to  be  granted  in  pursuance  hereof  shall 
not  be  confined  to  any  given  number  of  acres. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  it  is  hereby  further  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  tracts 
and  tract  of  land  hereby  directed  to  be  surveyed  as  well  for  the 
use  of  the  trustees  of  Dickinson  College  aforesaid  as  for  the  use 
of  the  public  schools  shall  be  so  done  at  the  charge  of  the  state 
and  the  supreme  executive  council  are  accordingly  authorized 
to  draw  orders  on  the  state  treasurer  to  pay  and  defray  all 
charges  arising  thereupon. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  it  is  hereby  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  sixty  thousand 
acres  of  land  with  the  usual  allowance  of  six  per  centum  for 
roads  hereby  reserved  out  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the 
State  and  so  as  aforesaid  directed  to  be  surveyed,  set  out  and 
located  and  appropriated  shall  be  and  remain  a  fund  for  the 
endowment  of  public  schools  within  the  several  counties  of 
this  state  agreeably  to  the  said  forty-fourth  section  of  the  con- 
stitution of  this  commonwealth  and  shall  not  otherwise  be 
disposed  of  nor  shall  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  be  granted 
or  appropriated  to  any  particular  school  but  by  the  acts  of  the 
legislature  of  this  state  from  time  to  time  to  be  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  provision  of  the  constitution. 

Passed  April  7,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  103,  etc 

See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  February  14,  1789,  Chapter  1390. 


CHAPTER  MCOXXV, 


AN  ACT  FOR  DIRECTING  THE  SALE  OF  SUCH  OF  THE  CITY  LOTS  AS 
REMAIN  THE  PROPERTY  OF  THE  STATE  AND  FOR  DISPOSING  OF 
THE  HOUSE  AND  LOTS  IN  HIGH  STREET  IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA LATE  THE  ESTATE  OF  JOSEPH  GALLOWAY  AND  FOR- 
FEITED TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  many  of  the  lots  which  were  sold 
pursuant  to  an  act  of  assembly  passed  the  tenth  day  of  April 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one  entitled,  "An  act 
for  the  better  support  of  the  public  credit  by  an  immediate 
sale  of  the  lands  therein  mentioned  and  fully  securing  the  pur- 
chasers thereof  in  their  titles  and  also  for  preserving  the 
1&— XII 
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common  lands  appurtenant  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
other  towns  in  this  state  from  unwarrantable  encroachments,"* 
have  reverted  to  the  state  on  account  of  non  c  ^mpliance  of  the 
purchasers  with  the  terms  of  sale: 

And  whereas  there  [was]  a  considerable  number  of  the  said 
lot5  remaining  which  were  not  sold  as  aforesaid: 

And  whereas  the  house  and  lot  on  Market  street  late  the 
property  of  Joseph  Galloway  forfeited  to  this  commonwealth 
and  appropriated  by  act  of  assembly  of  the  eighteenth  day  of 
March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  to  the 
use  of  the  supreme  executive  council  for  the  time  being  or  to 
such  other  uses  as  the  general  assembly  should  direct  and 
appoint  now  lie  waste  and  unoccupied  and  on  account  thereof 
the  house  aforesaid  is  fast  going  to  ruin  and  decay: 

And  whereas  there  are  numerous  debts  due  by  this  state 
which  must  be  discharged: 

And  whereas  it  is  incumbent  on  the  legislature  to  provide 
for  the  means  of  doing  it  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  consistent 
with  justice  and  least  distressing  to  the  people: 

And  whereas  the  property  hereinbefore  mentioned  will  if 
sold  provide  for  extinguishing  a  considerable  portion  of  those 
debts  and  thereby  ease  the  good  people  of  this  state  of  so  much 
of  their  debt  and  the  interest  thereof  as  shall  be  thus  dis- 
charged: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  general  assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  such  of  the  said  city  lots  as  have 
so  reverted  to  or  remained  the  property  of  the  state  (excepting 
eight  of  the  same  lots,  marked  in  the  plan  or  draught  of  the 
public  city  lots  number  thirty-four,  thirty-five,  thirty-six,  thirty- 
seven,  thirty-eight,  thirty-nine,  forty  and  forty-one)  shall  be 
sold  under  the  direction  of  the  supreme  executive  council  who 
are  hereby  directed  to  immediately  give  at  least  fifteen  days' 
notice  in  two  or  more  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  this  city 
of  the  time  and  place  of  sale: 

1  Chapter  942. 
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Provided  always,  That  the  supreme  executive  council  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  reserve  so  many  of 
the  public  lots  as  shall  be  at  least  two  hundred  feet  and  not 
more  than  four  hundred  feet  square  in  such  part  of  the  city 
as  they  may  judge  most  convenient  to  be  appropriated  as  a 
burial  ground  for  the  interment  of  deceased  strangers  and  such 
otber  persons  who  may  not  have  been  in  communion  with  any 
religious  society  at  the  time  of  their  decease. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  deeds  granted  or  titles 
which  shall  be  made  for  all  lots  sold  as  by  this  law  directed 
shall  be  according  to  the  tenor  and  terms  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  better  supiwrt  of  the  public  credit  by  an  imme- 
diate sale  of  the  lands  therein  mentioned,  and  fully  securing 
the  purchasers  thereof  in  their  titles,  and  also  for  preserving 
the  common  lands  appurtenant  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
other  towns  in  this  state  from  unwarrantable  encroachments,''^ 
passed  the  tenth  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-one,  and  shall  vest  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  his,  her 
or  their  heirs  or  assigns  with  similar  advantages  and  emolu- 
ments and  the  claimants  which  may  appear  of  any  lots  so 
sold  shall  prosecute  his,  her  or  their  claims  in  like  manner  and 
under  like  restrictions  as  directed  by  the  said  last  recited  act 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  like  privileges  and  advantages. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  supreme  executive 
council  shall  also  direct  the  sale  of  the  mansion  house  and  lots 
adjoining  on  Market  street  as  aforesaid  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia late  the  property  of  Joseph  Galloway  and  which  were  by 
the  act  of  general  assembly  of  the  eighteenth  day  of  March  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  appropriated  as 
aforesaid  to  be  sold  in  like  manner  as  the  city  lots  herein  before 
mentioned. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  purchase  money  of  the  said 
lots  and  and  mansion  house  shall  be  paid  in  specie,  bills  of  credit 
of  this  state  of  the  last  emission,  depreciation  certificates  or 

lAnU. 
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in  attu^r  <?f»rniif!atie§  of  'iebcs  •ine  by  dii»  ^icate  oa  which  the 
im:^»n?i*c  In  mreivabli!^  ar  die  iseaiiary  uf  chi»  commoiLwealth. 

'*wrinii  V.^  >;Si»etiiia  VL  P.L.i  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  rhi^  anrhnrity  aforesoiiL  That  the  anuNmt  of  the  sales  of 
mill  Intii  and  house  «haE  be  paid  O)*  cecered  by  and  accounted 
fnr  by  i^b^  TfHmvi^-jzenerai  <>f  die  land  affice  in  like  manner 
an  is  dirr^Tj^  f<>r  ret!ei^viii^  and  paying  «}thisr  moneys  or  secnri- 
rieft  vfwd-^^  by  him  according  ri>  die  former  laws  of  this  state. 


P^aanA  ixtL  AgrlL  ITSff.    EeeavTiBd  L.a3ld.Xp.l06^ete.    See 
:te  Aet  of  Adsembir  gifrf  Xucb  12.  £S(W.  Chavcer  2I2T. 
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A  SPCTPPI-nCEST  TO  THE  ACT.  BSTITLED  -AX  ACT  FOR  LEVYINO  A 
DCTY  ryS  CERTAIX  EXUMERATED  ABTKXES  AXD  AN  IMPOST  OP 
nVZ  nSL  CENTUX  AD  YALORUli  ON  ALL  OTHER  GOODS,  WARES 
\:»X>  XERCKAXDtSE  IMPORTED  INTO  THIS  STATE  AND  A  TAX  UPON 
REAL  AND  PERSONAL  PRC»>ERTT  FOR  THE  DISCHARGE  OF  DS3TS 
or  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA.  AC»EBABLE  TO  ACTS  OF 
CONGRESS  1  HEREIN  RECITED,  AND  FCtt  OTHER  PURPOSES  THERB- 
m  MENTIONED.'*  i 

(Herrtion  h  P.L.)  Whereas  the  United  States  in  congress 
asufrmkled  by  their  act  of  the  ^ghteenth  day  of  April  one  thon- 
Hand  i^eren  hundred  and  eighty-three  did  resolTe  that  it  be 
rerrom  mended  to  the  seTeral  states  as  indispensably  necessary 
t/#  the  rest/>ration  of  public  credit  and  to  the  punctual  and 
b^ffiorable  dis^rharge  of  the  public  debts  to  Test  the  United 
HiiiUm  in  congress  assembled  with  power  to  levy  and  collect 
tor  the  use  of  the  United  States  certain  duties  on  goods  therein 
tftuitfUfTHU^l  and  also  a  duty  of  five  per  centum  ad  valorum 
on  all  other  goods  at  the  time  and  place  of  importation,  pro- 
rirlHl  that  none  of  the  said  duties  should  be  applied  to  any  other 
purfKise  than  the  discharge  of  the  interest  or  principal  of  the 
debts  contracted  on  the  faith  of  the  United  States  for  sup- 
piirting  the  war  nor  be  continued  for  a  longer  time  than  twenty- 
five  years  and  that  it  be  further  recommended  to  the  several 
i  Chapter  W69. 
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states  to  establish  substantial  and  effectual  revenues  for  a  term 
limited  to  twenty-five  years  of  such  nature  as  they  shouM 
severally  judge  most  convenient  for  supplying  their  respective 
proportions  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  an- 
nually as  necessary  in  addition  to  the  sum  to  be  raised  by  the 
said  duties  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth,  desirous 
to  promote  and  facilitate  the  good  intentions  of  the  United 
States  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  said  recommendation  did 
on  the  twenty-third  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  by  law  enact 
and  declare  that  the  said  United  States  should  be  and  they 
were  thereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  levy  and  col- 
lect the  several  duties  mentioned  and  required  in  and  by  the 
said  recommendation,  and  did  also  further  enact  and  declare 
in  and  by  the  same  act  that  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  five 
thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  (being  the  esti- 
mated proportion  of  this  state  of  the  aforesaid  one  million 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars)  should  be  annually  for  the  term 
of  twenty-five  years  raised  and  levied  on  the  persons  and  es- 
tates of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state  for  the  uses  and  purposes 
aforesaid  in  such  manner  as  the  legislature  of  this  common- 
wealth should  from  time  to  time  thereafter  direct  provided 
that  the  said  legislative  act  should  not  take  effect  until  each  and 
every  of  the  thirteen  United  States  should  make  laws  con- 
formably to  the  acts  of  congress  on  which  the  said  act  wa§ 
founded. 

And  whereas  in  further  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  recom- 
mendation of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  the  legis- 
lature of  this  commonwealth  by  their  act  of  the  sixteenth  day 
of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  entitled, 
"An  act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this  state  towards  paying 
the  annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  funding  and  paying  the  interest  of  the  public  debts  of  this 
state,"'  did  among  other  things  enact  and  declare  that  the  sum 
of  seventy-six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five  pounds 
seventeen  shillings  and  six  pence  (equal  to  the  aforesaid  sum 

s  Chapter  1137. 
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of  two  hundred  and  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars)  should  be  assessed,  raised  and  levied  yearly  and  every 
year  successively  in  and  after  the  said  year  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-five  and  so  continue  for  so  long  time  as 
should  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  from 
and  upon  the  estates,  real  and  personal,  and  persons  in  the  city, 
and  several  counties  of  this  state  and  did  appropriate  the  same 
together  with  other  revenues  as  a  fund  for  certain  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  and  among  other  things  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  into  the  hands  of  the  continental  loan  officer  in  this 
state  yearly  and  every  year  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twelity-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  two  pounds, 
being  the  estimated  quota  of  this  state  of  the  annual  interest 
of  the  aggregate  debt  of  the  United  States  contracted  during 
the  war,  provided  that  whenever  the  United  States  should  make 
and  carry  into  execution  other  effectual  and  permanent  pro- 
vision for  paying  the  annual  interest  and  arrearages  of  interest 
due  and  arising  on  the  aforesaid  debt  contracted  during  the 
late  war  then  and  in  such  case  such  payments  to  the  said  conti- 
nental loan  officer  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  act 
should  cease  and  be  discontinued. 

And  whereas  by  one  other  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state 
of  the  eight  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-six  entitled,  "An  act  for  complying  with  the  requisition 
of  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  for  the  service  of 
[the  year]  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  and  for 
paying  one  year's  interest  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  debt,"* 
for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth  such  part  and  so  much  and  no 
more  of  the  before  recited  act  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  March 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  as  relates  to  the 
paying  of  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-two  i>ounds  annually  out 
of  the  treasury  of  this  state  to  the  continental  loan  officer  and 
to  the  payment  and  distribution  of  the  same  by  the  said  loan 
officer  was  under  certain  provisos  therein  contained  repealed. 

And  whereas  it  is  deemed  expedient  in  order  to  a  full  com- 
pliance on  the  part  of  this  state  with  the  aforesaid  recommenda- 


1786]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  231 

tion  of  congress  of  the  eighteenth  of  April  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-three  that  the  produce  of  the  aforesaid 
taxes  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  the  sixteenth  day 
of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  should 
be  appropriated  to  the  uses  and  purposes  mentioned  in  the  said 
recommendation. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  annual  produces  of  the  taxes 
aforesaid  to  be  levied  and  collected  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid 
act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state  enacted  the  sixteenth  day 
of  March  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  be  and 
the  same  are  hereby  appropriated  for  the  term  of  twenty-five 
years  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  as  an  additional  fund  to 
the  revenues  which  shall  arise  from  the  duties  to  be  levied  by 
the  United  States  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported, 
provided,  That  neither  the  said  additional  fund,  nor  any  part 
thereof  shall  be  appropriated  or  applied  to  any  other  use  or 
purpose  than  the  payment  of  the  interest  or  principal  of  the 
debts  of  the  United  States  contracted  during  the  late  war.  Pro- 
vided also.  That  from  and  out  of  the  revenues  arising  and  to  be 
collected  in  this  state  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  as  well 
by  means  of  the  impost  on  goods  imported  as  by  the  aforesaid 
taxes  there  shall  be  annually  discounted  by  or  paid  to  the  order 
of  this  state  one  year's  interest  on  all  such  debts  of  the  United 
States  as  this  state  by  their  comptroller-general  or  other  officer 
shall  from  time  to  time  produce  certificates  for  liquidated  and 
authenticated  according  to  the  directions  of  congress  and  being 
within  the  description  of  the  debts  to  be  funded  according  to 
the  true  intention  of  the  aforesaid  recommendation  of  congress 
of  the  eighteenth  day  of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three  and  being  also  such  certificates  only  as  were 
originally  issued  in  the  name  of  or  for  the  use  of  a  person  or 
persons  who  at  the  time  of  such  issuing  was  or  were  or  since 
hath  become  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  this  state  by  actual  resi- 
dence within  the  same  or  in  the  name  or  for  the  use  of  some 
corporate  body  or  charitable  institution  within  this  state  or 
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hath  since  become  the  propertr  of  snch  corporate  body  or 
charitable  innitntioii  br  donation*  beqnest  or  legacy  or  have 
been  receiTcd  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  this  state  for  articles 
famished  or  senrices  performed  for  the  nse  of  the  United  States 
during  the  late  war  from  some  quarter  master,  commissary  or 
other  officer  authorized  to  distribute  or  pay  away  the  same  for 
public  use  in  lieu  of  money,  or  were  originally  issued  in  the 
name  or  for  the  use  of  an  officer,  soldier  or  other  person 
bdonging  to  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States  and  ad- 
mitted to  be  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  or  quota  of  this  state. 
And  provided  likewise.  That  this  act  shall  not  effect  nor  be 
in  operation  until  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled 
shall  by  ordinance  or  other  public  act  declare  that  each  and 
every  of  the  thirteen  United  States  have  enacted  laws  con- 
formably to  the  aforesaid  recommendations  of  the  eighteenth 
of  April  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  in  such 
manner  as  to  enable  congress  to  put  into  execution  the  revenue 
system  therein  contained. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  Provided  nevertheless  and 
be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the 
regulations  which  shall  be  made  by  the  United  States  of 
America  in  congress  assembled  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  for 
laying  a  duty  on  certain  enumerated  articles  and  an  impost 
of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on  all  other  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise imported  into  this  state  and  a  tax  upon  real  and  per- 
sonal property  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States  of  America  agreeable  to  acts  of  congress  therein  re- 
rrited  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,'^*  enacted  the 
twenty-third  day  of  September  Anno  Domini  one  thousand 
seven  hundre<]  and  eighty-three  shall  not  be  construed  to  enable 
the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  assembled  to  draw 
or  carry  any  citizen  of  this  commonwealth  to  any  hearing, 
prosecution  or  trial  in  any  court  whatever  other  than  the  courts 
of  this  state  where  the  proceedings  shall  be  in  the  usual  form 
and  the  party  entitled  to  trial  by  jury,  nor  to  authorize  the 
imposing  of  any  unusual  punishment  or  penalty  nor  to  any 

1  Chapter  1039.    Ante. 
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penalty  greater  than  forfeiture  of  the  ship  and  the  cargo  therein 
laden  in  cases  of  prosecution  in  rem  against  any  ship  or  other 
vessel,  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  nor  to  enable  any  officer 
or  other  person  to  break  open  any  dwelling  house  without 
probable  cause  for  so  doing  be  shown  on  oath  or  solemn  affir- 
mation to  some  justice  of  the  supreme  court  or  to  some  justice 
of  the  peace  and  his  warrant  directed  to  a  peace  officer  first 
obtained. 

Passed  April  8,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  106,  etc. 
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AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  AMEND  AN  ACT.  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
ENCOURAGE  ANjJ  PROTECT  THE  MANUFACTURERS  OF  THIS  STATE 
BY  LAYING  ADDITIONAL  DUTIES  ON  THE  IMPORTATION  OF  CER- 
TAIN  MANUFACTURES  WHICH   INTERFERE  WITH  THEM."  2 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  encourage  and  protect  the  manufacturers  of  this  state  by 
laying  additional  duties  on  the  importation  of  certain  man- 
ufacturers which  interfere  with  them,"  passed  the  twentieth 
day  of  September  last  past  it  was  among  other  things  enacted 
that  an  additional  duty  of  six  pence  should  be  levied,  collected 
and  paid  on  the  importation  into  this  state  upon  every  gallon 
of  rum  imported  in  any  vessel  belonging  to  any  foreign  state 
or  kingdom  and  the  like  sum  upon  all  rum  imported  into  this 
state  by  land  or  water  from  any  of  the  United  States  except 
it  shoi^ld  be  made  to  appear  by  the  oath  of  the  exporter  cer- 
tified by  the  collector  of  the  port  from  whence  it  may  be  last 
shipped  that  it  was  distilled  in  the  state  from  whence  it  be 
imported  or  that  it  has  been  imported  into  that  state  by  vessels 
belonging  to  the  United  States  and  that  there  should  be  levied, 
collected  and  paid,  upon  every  ton  of  shipping  belonging  in 
the  whole  or  in  part  to  any  foreign  nation  or  state  whatever, 
except  such  as  the  honorable  the  congress  of  the  United  States 

'Passed  September  20,  17S5»  Chap.  IISS. 
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have  entered  into  treaties  of  commerce  with  seven  shillings 
and  six  pence  for  every  ton  thereof  carpenter's  measure  for 
each  and  every  voyage. 

And  whereas  it  appears  by  the  report  of  a  committee  of  this 
house  for  that  purpose  appointed  that  the  said  additional  duties 
herein  recited  will  be  the  means  of  injuring  in  a  very  high 
degree  the  revenue  and  commerce  of  this  state  until  the  neigh- 
boring states  shall  impose  similar  duties. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  as  well  the  additional  duty  of  six  pence 
for  every  gallon  of  rum  to  be  imported  into  this  state  in  thei 
manner  aforesaid  as  the  said  additional  duty  of  seven  shillings 
and  six  pence  on  every  ton  of  such  foreign  shipping  as  afore- 
said shall  cease  to  be  levied,  collected  and  paid  in  the  manner 
in  the  said  recited  act  of  assembly  mentioned  anything  therein 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

(Section  III.  P.L.)  And  whereas  it  is  but  reasonable  that 
foreign  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  states  and  nations  with 
whom  the  United  States  of  America  have  not  yet  entered  into 
treaties  of  commerce  should  pay  an  additional  impost  beyond 
what  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  or  their 
commercial  allies  do  pay  here: 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  ships 
or  vessels  belonging  to  foreign  nations  or  states,  their  vassals, 
subjects  or  citizens  which  shall  come  into  any  port  or  place 
within  this  state  for  the  purpose  of  trade  or  commerce  with 
the  citizens  of  this  state  and  shall  unlade  or  lade  any  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise  required  to  be  entered  in  the  naval  [and 
collector's]  offices  of  this  state  every  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
pay  the  additional  tonnage  of  two  shillings  and  six  pence  for 
every  ton  carpenter's  measure  over  and  besides  the  tonnage 
payable  by  ships  belonging  to  the  United  States  and  their 
allies.  Provided  always  nevertheless.  That  ships  and  vessels 
which  have  been  built  within  this  state  since  the  fifteenth  day 
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of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-three  or  which  shall  be  hereafter  built  within  this 
state  shall  not  be  liable  to  the  said  additional  duty  hereby 
imposed  although  they  may  belong  to  or  be  owned  by  such 
foreigners,  anything  [contained]  in  this  or  the  said  recited  act 
notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  tonnage  aforesaid  shall 
be  collected,  paid  and  accounted  for  under  the  like  penalties 
and  directions  as  heretofore  established  by  law  for  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  or  imposts. 

Passed  April  8,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  108,  etc. 
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AN  ACT  FOR  LENDING  THE  SUM  OF  THREE  HUNDRED  POUNDS  TO 
WHITEHEAD  HUMPHREYS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA  FOR 
THE  PURPOSE  OF  MANUFACTURING  BAR  IRON  INTO  STEEL. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  appears  to  this  house  that  the 
aforesaid  Whitehead  Humphreys  hath  discovered  and  brought 
to  great  perfection  in  this  country  the  art  of  converting  bar 
iron  into  steel,  from  the  manufacturing  of  which  important 
article  much  benefit  hath  arisen  to  this  state  and  to  the  United 
States  during  the  late  war: 

And  whereas  application  hath  been  made  by  him  praying 
for  the  favorable  notice  and  encouragement  of  this  house: 

And  whereas  it  is  manifestly  the  duty  of  the  legislature  of 
this  state  to  promote,  encourage  and  increase  as  much  as  possi- 
ble the  manufacturing  of  this  article: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  draw  on 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  in  favor  of  the  said  Whitehead  Hum- 
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phreys  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  him  to  carry  on  more  extensively  the  manufacturing 
bar  into  steel  within  this  state. 

Section  II.  (Section  III.  P.L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  previous  to 
his  obtaining  the  said  order  upon  the  state  treasurer  he  shall 
give  sufllcient  security  to  his  excellency  the  president  of  the 
council  for  the  time  being  for  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds 
for  the  faithful  repayment  of  the  aforesaid  three  hundred 
pounds  without  interest  at  the  expiration  of  five  years  and  that 
the  money  received  by  him  as  aforesaid  shall  be  applied  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  is  lent. 

Passed  April  8,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  109»  etc 
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AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  GERMAN  REFORMED  CONGREGA- 
TION IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  READING  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BERKS. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  divers  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  congregation  in  the  borough  of  Reading  in  the  county 
of  Berks  have  at  a  very  considerable  expense  erected  one 
church  and  one  school  house  in  the  said  borough,  have  prayed 
that  some  persons  amongst  them  may  be  incorporated  for  tlie 
community  that  they  may  receive  and  hold  grants  of  land9 
and  chattels  thereby  to  enable  the  petitioners  to  erect  and 
repair  public  buildings  for  the  worship  of  God,  for  school  houses 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  ministry  and  that  the  same  as 
trustees,  elders  and  deacons  may  plead  and  be  impleaded  in 
any  suit  touching  the  premises,  and  have  perpetual  succession: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  their  said  petition 
be  granted. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
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and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Daniel  Hiester,  Daniel 
Levan  and  Joseph  Hiester,  trustees^  John  Hartman,  Krafft 
Heiner,  Jacob  Yeager,  George  Biehm,  Daniel  Zacharias  and 
Philip  Miller,  elders,  Peter  Nagle,  John  Snell,  George  Yeager, 
Daniel  Rose,  Conrad  Feasig  and  Peter  Feather,  the  younger, 
the  deacons  of  the  German  Reformed  congregation  above 
named  in  the  county  aforesaid  and  their  successors  duly 
elected  and  nominated  in  their  place  and  stead  be  and  they  are 
hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in 
law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style 
and  title  of  "The  Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  German 
Reformed  Congregation  in  the  borough  of  Reading  in  the  county 
of  Berks." 

[Section  11. ]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  to  purchase,  take, 
hold  and  enjoy  any  messuages,  houses,  buildings,  lands,  rents, 
tenements,  annuities  or  any  other  hereditaments,  in  fee  simple 
and  forever,  of  for  term  of  life  or  lives  or  in  any  other  manner  so 
as  the  same  exceed  not  at  any  time  the  clear  yearly  value  or  in- 
come [of]  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  lawful  money  of 
Pennsylvania  to  be  taken  and  esteemed  exclusive  of  the  moneys 
arising  from  the  letting  of  the  pews  and  the  contributions  be- 
longing to  said  church  and  also  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  opening  of  the  ground  or  burials  and  further  that 
the  said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  or  any  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  chattels  that 
shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them  by  any  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate  capable  to  make  a  bequest  or  gift 
thereof  and  also  that  the  said  corporations  and  their  successors 
shall  and  may  give,  grant,  demise  or  otherwise  dispose  of  all 
or  any  of  the  messuages,  houses,  buildings,  lands,  rents,  tene* 
ments  or  any  other  hereditaments,  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet 
(excepting  the  site  of  the  house  of  public  worship,  burial  ground 
or  grounds,  parsonage  house  or  houses,  school  house  or  houses) 
for  repairing  or  rebuilding  the  house  of  public  worship,  parson- 
age or  school  house  aforementioned  and  not  otherwise. 
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[Section  IIL]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  the  mak- 
ing sale  or  disposition  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  real  estate 
of  the  said  corporation,  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the 
major  part  of  the  regular  members  who  shall  have  been  en- 
rolled as  stated  worshippers,  with  the  said  church,  for  not  less 
than  the  space  of  one  year  shall  be  had  and  obtained. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  such  lands,  tene- 
ments^ hereditaments,  moneys,  goods  and  chattels,  which  at 
any  time  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  have  been  or 
shall  be  devised,  given  or  granted  to  the  church  above  named 
in  the  said  town  (now  borough)  of  Reading  or  to  any  person 
or  persons  in  trust  for  them  shall  be  and  remain  and  they  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  vested  in  and  shall  remain  in  the  peacable 
and  quiet  possession  of  the  corporation  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  such  devise  or  devises,  gift  or  gifts, 
grant  or  grants, 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons 
of  the  German  Reformed  Congregation  in  the  borough  of  Read- 
ing in  the  county  of  Berks,"  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to 
sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  court  or  courts, 
before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices,  in  all  and  all 
manner  of  suits,  complaints,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of 
whatever  kind,  nature  and  form  they  may  be  in  as  full  and 
effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
and  corporate  in  this  commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  theiv 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  devise  or  devises  and  in- 
scription as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break, 
alter  or  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VIL]  (Section  VIIL  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacte<i 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  with  the 
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concurrence  of  their  pastor  or  minister  for  the  time  being  be 
authorized  and  empowered  from  time  to  time  to  make  rules,  by 
laws  and  ordinances  and  to  do  everything  needful  for  the  good 
government  and  support  of  the  secular  affairs  of  said  church. 
Provided  always,  That  the  said  rules,  by  laws  and  ordinances 
or  any  of  them  be  consonant  to  the  usages  and  customs  of  said 
church  and  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
consist  of  sixteen  members,  namely,  the  pastor  or  minister  for 
the  time  being,  three  trustees,  six  elders  and  six  deacons,  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  **The  Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons 
of  the  German  Reformed  Congregation  in  the  Borough  of 
Heading  in  the  county  of  Berks,"  and  who  shall  be  chosen  by 
a  majority  of  such  members  of  said  congregation  as  have  a 
right  to  vote  therein  according  to  the  enrollment  as  stated 
worshippers  as  above  mentioned. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Daniel  Hiester,  Dan- 
iel Levan  and  Joseph  Hiester  the  first  and  present  trustees, 
John  Hartman,  Krafft  Heiner,  Jacob  Yeager,  George  Riehm, 
Daniel  Zacharias  and  Philip  Miller,  the  present  elders,  Peter 
Nagle,  John  Snell,  George  Yeager,  Daniel  Rose,  Conrad  Feasig 
and  Peter  Feather,  the  younger,  the  present  deacons  hereby  in- 
corporated, shall  be  and  continue  as  aforesaid  until  they  be 
removed  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say  one  third  part  in 
number  of  each  of  them  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their 
api>ointment  determine  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of 
January  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  upon  which  day  a  new  elec- 
tion shall  be  had  and  held  for  so  many  others  in  their  stead 
and  place  by  a  majority  met  and  qualified  agreeable  to  the 
purport,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  to  vote  and  elect 
as  aforesaid.  And  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary in  the  year  following  the  second  thii-d  part  in  number  of 
each  of  the  said  trustees,  elders  and  deacons  herein  named 
shall  in  like  manner  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appoint- 
ment determine  and  a  new  election  to  be  had  and  held  of  so 
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many  others  in  their  places  and  stead,  and  in  like  manner  on  the 
first  Monday  in  the  month  of  January  in  the  year  then  next  fol- 
lowing the  last  third  part  of  each  of  the  said  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  shaU  in  like  manner  cease  and  discontinue  and  their 
appointment  determine  and  a  new  election  be  had  and  held  in 
like  manner,  and  by  the  like  mode  of  rotation  one  third  part 
in  number  of  said  trustees,  elders  and  deacons  shall  cease, 
discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  and  a  new  elec- 
tion of  said  appointment  be  had  and  held  in  manner  aforesaid 
on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  January  in  each  and  every 
year  forever  so  that  no  persons  or  persons  shall  be  or  continue 
a  trustee,  elder  or  deacon  of  said  church  for  any  longer  time 
than  three  years  together  if  not  re-elected. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  case  of  death  or  removal  of 
the  pastor  or  minister  of  said  congregation  and  until  another 
pastor  or  minister  shall  be  duly  api>ointed  and  approved  for 
said  congregation  agreeable  to  the  former  method  and  usage^ 
they,  the  said  trustees,  elders  and  deacons,  shall  have  the  same 
powers  and  authorities  as  are  herein  vested  in  the  whole  cor- 
poration, or  in  case  of  death,  refusal  or  removal  of  one  or  more 
of  the  trustees,  elders  or  deacons,  the  said  corporation  shall 
at  any  time,  whenever  the  same  shall  happen,  have  power  to 
elect,  appoint  and  choose,  and  other  trustee  or  trustees,  elder 
or  elders,  deacon  or  deacons,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  nominated  and  api>ointed  to  continue  in 
said  office  for  or  during  the  time  the  person  or  persons,  he  or 
they  were  elected  for,  should  or  could  have  remained  or  con- 
tinued and  no  longer. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XII.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  the 
persons  belonging  to  the  said  church  who  are  in  and  by  this 
act  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  shall  and  may  be  at 
liberty  to  re-elect  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  whose  time  shall  have  expired  on  the  day  of  the  annual 
election  whenever  and  so  often  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

Passed  August  25,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  122»  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MOOXXX. 


AN  ACT  TO  EXTEND  THE  BENEFIT  OP  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT 
TO  GIVE  THE  BENEFIT  OP  TRIAL  BY  JURY  TO  THE  PUBUC  OF- 
FICERS OF  THIS  STATE  AND  TO  OTHER  PERSONS  WHO  SHALL  BE 
PROCEEDED  AGAINST  IN  A  SUMMARY  MANNER  BY  THE  COMPTROL- 
LER GENERAL  OF  THIS  STATE,"  TO  SUCH  PERSON  OR  PERSONS 
WHOSE  ACCOUNTS  WERE  SETTLED  BEFORE  THE  PUBUCATION  OF 
THE  SAME  ACT. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  the 
general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth  by  some  of  the  public 
officers  of  this  state  whose  accounts  have  been  settled  and 
adjusted  by  the  comptroller-general  previous  to  the  passing 
of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  give  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury 
to  the  public  officers  of  this  state  and  to  other  persons  who 
shall  be  proceeded  against  in  a  summary  manner  by  the  comp- 
troller-general of  this  state/'^  that  they  are  much  dissatisfied 
with  the  settlements  which  have  been  made  of  their  respective 
accounts  by  the  comptroller-general  and  have  prayed  that  they 
may  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  appealing  from  the  settle- 
ments severally  and  in  the  manner  as  was  allowed  in  and  by 
the  same  act  to  pei^sons  whose  accounts  were  settled  by  the 
comptroller-general  after  the  passing  of  the  same  act. 

And  whereas  the  prayer  of  the  said  persons  is  agreeable  to 
the  bill  of  rights  which  declares  that  in  controversies  respect- 
ing property  and  in  suits  between  man  and  man  the  parties 
have  a  right  to  trial  by  jury,  which  ought  to  be  held  sacred, 
also  to  the  frame  of  government  which  declares  that  trial  shall 
be  by  jury  as  heretofore: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  a  like  appeal  as  is  granted  and  al- 
lowed in  and  by  the  act  of  general  assembly  hereinbefore  recited 
[to  persons]  whose  accounts  were  directed  to  be  settled  by  the 
comptroller-general  of  this  state  after  the  passing  of  the  same 

1  Passed  February  18,  1786.    Chapter  1133. 
16— XII 
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act  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  extended,  granted  and  al- 
lowed to  such  persons  and  every  of  them  who  had  his,  her  or 
their  account  settled  by  the  comptroller-general  of  this  state 
before  the  publication  of  the  said  act 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  every 
appeal  allowed  by  this  act  be  made  within  one  year  from  and 
after  the  publication  of  the  same  and  that  the  said  appeal  be 
in  other  respects  made,  conducted  and  carried  on  according  to 
the  directions  provisions  and  authorities  and  subject  to  limi- 
tations of  the  act  aforesaid  and  not  otherwise. 

Passed  August  26,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  121,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCC5XXXI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  VESTING  CERTAIN  [CITY]  LOTS  THEREIN  MENTIONKD 
IN  TRUSTEES  FOR  A  BURIAL  GROUND  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THB  RB- 
UGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF  FREE  QUAKERS  IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  the  religious  society  of  Friends 
called  Free  Quakers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  presented  a  pe- 
tition to  this  house  setting  forth  that  the  said  society  hath  been 
established  by  those  who  were  disowned  by  the  people  called 
Quakers  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  the  cause  of  their 
country  during  the  great  and  important  conflict  for  freedom 
and  independence  and  have  thereby  been  deprived  of  their 
religious  rights  and  privileges  in  that  society  without  even  a 
distant  probability  of  a  re-union  with  them  upon  consistent 
principles:  That  the  said  society  of  Free  Quakers  thus  estab- 
lished through  necessity  arising  out  of  a  great  revolution  had 
with  the  assistance  of  their  christian  fellow  citizens  purchased 
a  lot  of  ground  and  erected  thereon  a  meeting  house  of  their 
own  to  perform  worship  in  to  Almighty  God,  which  haviBi; 
thus  accomplished,  they  nevertheless  find  themselves  at  a 
loss  for  a  place  to  bury  their  dead  and  therefore  prayed  tke 
House  for  a  grant  of  a  suitable  lot  of  land  for  this  religions  and 
benerolent  purpose. 


1786]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  248 

And  whereas  it  is  but  right  and  just  to  forward  the  designs 
of  religion  and  benevolence  and  that  the  virtuous  citizens  of 
this  commonwealth  who  have  been  deprived  of  their  religious 
rights  and  privileges  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  the 
cause  of  their  country  in  the  time  of  its  utmost  danger  should 
have  the  encouragement  of  the  legislature: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  eight  of  the  city  lots  belonging 
to  this  commonwealth  marked  in  the  plan  or  draught  of  the 
public  city  lots,  "Numbers  thirty-four,  thirty-five,  thirty-six, 
thirty-seven,  thirty-eight,  thirty-nine,  forty  and  forty-one,"  situ- 
ate contiguous  to  each  other  on  the  west  side  of  the  fifth  street 
from  Delaware  river  in  the  square  between  Walnut  and  Spruce 
Street  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  containing  altogether  in 
breadth  north  and  south  on  the  said  fifth  street  one  hundred 
and  seventy-six  feet  (that  is  to  say,  twenty-two  feet  each  lot) 
and  in. length  or  depth  east  and  west  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  feet  and  a  half  bounded  northward  by  lot  number  forty- 
two  sold  to  John  Taylor,  eastward  by  Fifth  street  aforesaid 
and  westward  by  the  back  ends  of  sixth  street  lots  with  their 
appurtenances,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  vested  in  Christopher 
Marshall,  Joseph  Stiles,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Isaac  Howell,  Peter 
Thompson,  Benjamin  Say  and  Joseph  Warner,  members  of  the 
said  religious  society  and  the  survivor  and  survivors  of  them 
and  their  heirs  and  assigns  of  such  survivors  forever,  in  trust 
nevertheless,  to  and  for  the  sole  purpose  of  a  burial  ground  for 
the  use  of  the  religious  society  of  Friends,  distinguished  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Free  Quakers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  to  and  for  no  other  use,  trust,  intent  or  purpose  whatso- 
ever. 

Passed  August  26,   1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  121,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  10,  1793,  Chapter  1682. 
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CHAPTER  MCX3XXXII. 


AN  ACT  TO   INCORPORATE  THE  PRESBYTBRIAN  CONGREGATION  IN 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  CARLISLE,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  CUMBERLAND. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  the  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  the  borough  of  Cariisle  in  the  county  of  Cumberland 
now  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Reverend  Doctor  Robert 
Davidson,  have  in  a  petition  to  this  house  represented  that 
said  church  was  incorporated  under  a  charter  obtained  under 
the  former  government,  which  charter  has  become  void  by 
reason  that  the  members  of  the  said  congregation  being  some 
years  destitute  of  a  pastor  neglected  to  choose  trustees  on  the 
day  required  by  the  said  charter: 

And  whereas  the  members  of  said  congregation  have  prayed 
that  their  said  church  may  be  again  incorporated  and  by  law 
enabled  as  a  body  politic  and  corporate  to  receive  and  hold 
such  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  have  been  or  may 
from  time  to  time  be  made  to  their  society  and  vested  with  such 
powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  religious  societies 
who  are  incorporated  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  their  said 
petition  be  granted. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Robert  Miller,  Jolm 
Armstrong,  William  Moore,  Thomas  Craighead,  William  Lyons, 
George  Davidson,  James  Irvine,  John  Agnew,  the  Reverend 
Robert  Davidson,  John  Montgomery,  Samuel  A.  McCloskey,  andf 
Samuel  Laird  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  appointed 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  hereinafter  directed  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic 
in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  Borough  of  Carlisle  in  the  County  of  Cumberland." 
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[Section  II.]    (Section  III-  P-L.)   And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take, 
receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchisee  and  other  hereditaments  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  borough  of  Carlisle  and  county 
aforesaid  or  to  the  religious  congregation  now  worshipping 
therein  now  under  the  pastoral  charge  and  care  of  the  Reverend 
Doctor  Robert  Davidson  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to 
their  uses  or  in  trust  for  them  and  the  same  lands,  tenements, 
rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments 
are  hereby  vested  and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  forever  according  to  their  original  use  and 
intention.    And  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  are 
hereby  declared  to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and 
estates  therein  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains, 
sales,   enfeoffments,   releases,  devises,   or  other  conveyances 
thereof  is  or  are  declared,  limited  or  expressed,  also  that  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors  aforesaid  at  all  times  here- 
after shall  be  capable  and  able  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take, 
hold,  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple  or  of  any  less  estate  or  estates 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties  franchises  and  other 
hereditaments,  by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,    sale,    alienation, 
enfeoffment,  release,  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person  or 
persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate  capable  and  able  to  make 
the  same  and  further  that  the  said  corporation  may  take  and 
receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any  manner  or  portion 
of  goods  and  chattels  that  have  or  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed 
to  them  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate 
capable  to  make  a  bequest  or  gift  thereof,  such  money,  goods 
and  chattels,  to  be  laid  out  by  them  in  a  purchase  or  purchases 
of  lands,  tenements,  messuages  houses,  rents,  annuities,  heredi- 
taments to  them  and  their  successors  forever  or  the  money  lent 
on  interest  or  otherwise  disposed  of  according  to  the  true  in- 
tention of  the  donors. 
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[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents,  profits  and  intarests 
of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  aforesaid  church  and 
corporation  shall  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors 
from  time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid  out  for  the  maintenance 
and  support  of  the  pastor  of  said  church  for  repairing  and  main- 
taining their  house  of  public  worship,  lots  of  ground,  parson- 
age house  and  other  buildings  which  they  now  do  or  hereafter 
shall  belong  to  the  said  church  and  corporation,  and  such  pious 
and  charitable  uses  as  shall  be  agreed  on  and  determined  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  of  said  church  met  together  on  due 
notice  to  give  their  free  vote  and  consent  in  such  case. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  and  as  often  as  it  may 
become  necessary  to  rebuild,  enlarge  or  otherwise  alter  or  re- 
pair the  house  of  public  worship  or  any  other  buildings  belong- 
ing to  the  said  church  and  corporation  or  to  erect  any  new  build- 
ings or  to  make  any  new  purchases  for  the  use  of  the  said  con- 
gregation then  and  in  such  case  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  afore- 
said trustees  and  their  successors  to  make  sale  of  or  otherwise 
dispose  of  such  part  or  parcel  of  the  said  estate  real  or  personal 
as  a  majority  of  the  regular  members  of  the  said  congregation 
duly  called  and  met  together  shall  by  their  vote  direct,  the 
money  arising  from  such  sale  or  disposal  to  be  laid  out  and 
applied  agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  aforesaid  majority. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  not  by  any  deed,  fine  or  recovery,  or  by  any  other 
ways  or  means,  grant,  alien  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  manors, 
messuages,  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  them  or  their 
successors  vested  or  hereafter  to  be  vested,  nor  charge  nor  en- 
cumber the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  without 
the  consent  and  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  said  congregation  who  shall  have  met  together  on  due  notice 
having  been  previously  and  publicly  given  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  or  a  majority  of  them  met  from  time  to  time  after 
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public  intimation  given  the  preceding  Lord's  day  commonly 
called  Sunday  from  the  desk  or  pulpit  of  the  said  church  imme- 
diately after  divine  service  before  the  congregation  are  dis- 
missed or  after  regular  notice  in  writing  left  at  the  house  of 
each  trustee  and  the  particular  business  inserted  therein  at 
least  one  week  before,  be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  by-laws  and 
ordinances  and  to  do  everything  needful  for  the  good  govern- 
ment and  support  of  the  secular  affairs  of  the  said  [church.] 

(Section  VIII.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  said  by-laws, 
rules  and  ordinances  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  this  commonwealth  and  that  all  their  proceedings  be 
fairly  and  regularly  entered  into  a  church  book  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  and  also  that  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors by  a  majority  of  votes  of  any  seven  or  more  of  them 
when  met  as  aforesaid  after  such  intimation  or  notice  as  afore- 
said be  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  appoint  from 
among  themselves  a  president  and  also  to  elect  and  appoint 
from  among  themselves  or  others  a  treasurer  and  secretary  and 
the  same  president,  treasurer  and  secretary  or  any  of  them  at 
their  pleasure  to  remove,  change,  alter  or  continue  as  to  them 
or  a  majority  of  any  seven  or  more  of  them  so  met  as  aforesaid 
from  time  to  time  shall  seem  to  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
said  church  and  corporation. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew 
at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Jthe  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
CJhurch  in  the  Borough  of  Carlisle  in  the  county  of  Cumberland", 
shall  be  able  [and  capable]  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any  judge  or 
judges,  justice  or  justices,  in  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints, 
pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever,  nature,  kind 
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or  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein 
to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or 
persons,  body  politic  or  corporate  within  this  commonwealth 
may  or  can  do. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
always  consist  of  twelve  members,  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Bor- 
ough of  Carlisle  in  the  county  of  Cumberland,"  and  the  said 
members  shall  at.  all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a 
majority  of  such  members  met  together  of  the  said  congregation 
as  are  stated  worshippers  with  the  said  church  for  not  less 
than  the  space  of  one  year,  and  have  paid  the  sum  of  ten  shil- 
lings yearly  towards  the  support  of  the  said  church  and  shall 
not  at  any  time  of  voting  be  more  than  one  year  in  arrears  for 
the  same. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Robert  Miller,  John 
Armstrong,  William  Moore,  Thomas  Craighead,  William  Lyon, 
George  Davidson,  James  Irvine,  John  Agnew,  the  Reverend 
Robert  Davidson,  John  Montgomery,  Samuel  A.  McCloskey  and 
Samuel  Laird,  the  first  and  present  trustees  hereby  incorpo- 
rated shall  be  and  continue  trustees  until  removed  in  manner 
following,  viz:  One- fourth  part  in  the  number  of  said  trustees 
being  the  fourth  part  herein  first  named  shall  cease  and  dis- 
continue and  their  appointment  determine  on  the  first  Monday 
of  April,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty- [seven]  and  the  second  fourth  part 
hereinmentioned  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appoint- 
ment determine  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  which  will  be  in 
the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  in 
like  manner  the  appointmenjt  of  the  third  fourth  part  herein- 
mentioned  ahall  cease  and  determine  on  the  first  Monday  in 
April,  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-nine,  and  the  appointment  of  the  last  fourth  part 
shall  cease  and  determine  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  which 
will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  on 
which  days  in  each  of  the  aforementioned  years  respectively. 
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new  elections  shall  be  held  of  other  trustees  instead  of  those 
whose  appointments  shall  have  ceased  and  terminated,  which 
manner  of  discontinuance,  determination,  new  appointment  or 
election  shall  be  continued  on  the  first  Monday  of  April  in 
every  year  thereafter  forever,  so  that  no  persons  shall  be  or  con- 
tinue a  trustee  longer  than  four  years  together  without  being 
re-elected,  which  may  be  done  whenever  and  as  often  as  the 
members  of  said  congregation  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid 
described  shall  think  fit. 

(Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  whenever  any 
vacancy  shall  happen  by  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal  of 
any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  or  in  case  the  members  of 
the  said  church  shall  neglect  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of 
April  in  any  year  an  election  shall  be  held  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently can  be  done  and  some  fit  person  or  persons  chosen  and 
appointed  as  before  directed  to  supply  such  vacancy,  and  the 
person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  as  a 
trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid  so  long  without  a  new  election  as 
the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  or  stead  he  or  they  shall 
have  been  so  elected  as  aforesaid  would  or  might  have  con- 
tinued and  remained  and  no  longer  and  that  in  all  cases  of  a 
vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last  mentioned,  the 
remaining  trustees  or  trustee  shall  be  empowered  to  call  a  meet- 
ing of  the  said  congregation  for  supplying  the  said  vacancy  in 
like  manner  as  herein  before  directed. 

(Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  Provided  also  that  the  pastor  of  the 
said  church  for  the  time  being  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  equally 
with  any  member  of  the  said  church  or  congregation. 

(Section  XV.  P.  L.)  And  provided  also.  That  all  and  every 
person  or  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid  to  vote  and  elect  shall 
and  may  be  capable  and  able  to  be  elected  trustees  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear 
yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  annuities  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate 
of  the  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  lawful  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  taken 
and  esteemed  exclusive  of  the  money  arising  from  the  annual 
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stated  contribationB  belonging  to  the  said  church,  which  said 
moneys  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  disposed  of  by 
them  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

Passed  August  26,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  146,  etc 


CHAPTER  MC»XXXIIL 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATB  THE  PRBSBTTERIAN  CONQRBQATION  OF 
BRANDYWINB  IN  THB  TOWNSHIP  OP  WBSTNANTMBL  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OP  CHESTER. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  divers  members  of  the  Presbyt»- 
ian  congregation  of  Brandywine,  in  the  township  of  Westnant- 
mel  in  the  county  of  Chester,  above  humbly  petitioned  the 
general  assembly  [praying]  that  the  said  congregation  may  be 
incorporated,  and  thereby  enabled  to  recover,  receive  and  hold 
bequests,  legacies  and  donations,  which  may  be  made  to  the  use 
of  the  same  congregation,  and  that  Samuel  Cunningham,  John 
Culbertson,  Nathaniel  Porter,  Robert  Smith,  David  Denny, 
Robert  Lockhart,  James  Dunwoody,  James  McClure  and  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  members  of  the  aforesaid  congregation  may  be 
constituted  the  first  trustees  by  act  of  general  assembly  to  be 
passed  for  that  purpose. 

And  whereas  this  general  assembly  hath  consented  that  the 
same  congregation  be  incorporated  and  vested  with  such  powers 
and  privileges  as  have  been  heretofore  granted  to  other  re- 
ligious societies  which  have  been  incorporated  by  acts  of  the 
legislature: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  Samuel  Cunningham, 
John  Culbertson,  Nathaniel  Porter,  Robert  Smith,  Daniel 
Denny,  Robert  Lockhart,  James  Dunwoody,  James  McClure 
and  William  Anderson  and  their  successors  to  be  nine  in  num- 
ber and  to  be  duly  elected  as  hereinafter  is  directed,  be  and 
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they  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  one  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the 
name,  style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Con- 
gregation of  Brandywine  in  the  township  of  Westnantmel  in 
the  County  of  Chester." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forev» 
hereafter  be  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take,  receive  and  hold 
all  and  all  manner  of  lands  and  other  real  and  personal  estate 
which  have  at  any  time  or  times  heretofore  been  granted',  bar- 
gained, sold,  enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  given, 
granted  or  bequeathed  to  the  said  religious  society  and  con- 
gregation of  Brandywine  in  the  county  of  Chester  or  to  any 
person  or  persons  in  trust  for  the  said  society  or  congregation. 
And  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  seized  of  such  estate  therein  and  for  the  same  uses  and  in- 
tentes  as  in  and  by  the  respective,  grant,  devise  or  other  in- 
strument is  set  forth  and  limited.  And  moreover  the  said  trus- 
tees and  their  successors  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  able 
and  capable  to  purchase,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  for  the  use  of  the 
said  congregation  any  real  estate  in  fee  simple  or  less  estate, 
by  gift,  grant,  alienation,  devise,  or  other  act  or  instrument, 
of  and  from  any  person  capable  to  make  the  same.  And  fur- 
ther the  same  trustees  and  their  successors,  shall  apply  the 
rent,  profits  and  yearly  income  of  the  said  congregation  for 
the  time  being  for  repairing  and  enlarging  if  need  be,  the  house 
of  public  worship  and  the  inclosure  of  the  burying  ground  of  the 
same  and  to  erect  and  repair  the  school  house  and  for  such  other 
pious  and  charitable  purposes  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  major 
vote  of  the  regular  members  of  the  said  society  and  congrega- 
tion duly  assembled  upon  public  notice  thereof  the  Sundaj  pre- 
ceding from  the  pulpit  or  desk  of  the  said  house  of  worship. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  singular  the  powers, 
privileges,  regulations,  provisions  and  directions  subject  to  the 
limitations  and  restrictions  contained  in  an  act  of  General  As- 
sembly, entitled  "An  act  for  incorporating  the  Presbyterian 


252  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1786 

congregation  of  Pequea  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,"^  enacted 
on  the  fifth  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-five^  mutatis  mutandis^  shall 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  and  applied  to  the  said 
congregation  of  Brandy  wine  and  to  the  nine  trustees  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned  and  their  successors. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless. 
That  no  sale  or  alienation  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said 
corporation  made  by  the  said  trustees  or  their  successors  bona 
fide,  and  for  valuable  consideration  in  case  the  possession 
thereof  pass  immediately  to  the  purchaser  thereof  and  continue 
in  him  or  his  assigns,  shall  be  impeached  or  called  in  question 
for  want  of  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  regular  members 
of  the  said  society  and  congregation  given  as  required  by  the 
act  aforesaid,  unless  the  same  be  done  within  seven  years  from 
and  after  the  sale  and  delivery  of  possession  to  the  said  pur- 
chaser. 

Passed  September  1,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  152,  etc 


CHAPTER  MCCXXXIV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  BAPTJST  CHURCH  IN  THE  TOWN- 
SHIP OF  NEV^  BRITAIN  AND  COUNTY  OF  BUCKS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  minister,  deacons  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church  in  the  township  of  New  Britain,  in 
the  county  of  Bucks  have  prayed  that  their  said  church  may  be 
incorporated  and  by  law  enabled  as  a  body  corporate  and  poli- 
tic to  receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests 
as  have  been  or  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  to  their  society, 
and  vested  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by 
the  religious  societies  who  are  incorporated  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 

1  Chapter  1124. 
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And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
tme  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  their  said  peti- 
tion be  granted: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Joshua  Jones^  minister,  . 
Edward  Matthew,  Thomas  Jones,  Morris  Morris  and  Benjamin 
Matthew  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  appointed  in 
such  manner  and  form  as  hereafter  is  directed,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  poli- 
tic in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  the  "Trustees  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  New 
Britain  Township  in  the  County  of  Bucks." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take,  re- 
ceive and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold,  en- 
feoffed, released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
Baptist  Church  in  New  Britain  township  and  county  aforesaid, 
or  to  the  religious  congregation  worshipping  therein,  now  under 
the  pastoral  charge  and  care  of  the  Reverend  Joshua  Jones  or 
to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  their  use  or  in  trust  for  them 
and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  fran- 
chises and  other  hereditaments  are  hereby  vested  and  estab- 
lished in  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  forever,  ac- 
cording to  the  original  use  and  intent  for  which  such  devises, 
gifts  and  grants  were  resi)ectively  made.  And  the  said  corpo- 
ration and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be  seized 
and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in  and  by  the 
respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments,  releases,  de- 
vises or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared  limited  or 
expressed,  as  also  that  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  aforesaid  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  able 
and  capable  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  en- 
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joy^  in  fee  simple  or  of  any  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tene- 
mentSy  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  heredita- 
ments, by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeofiFment, 
release,  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
corporate  and  politic  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same,  an4 
further,  that  the  said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  snm 
or  sums  of  money  and  any  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  cEat- 
tels  that  have  been  or  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them  by 
any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate  capable  to 
make  a  gift  or  bequest  there  of,  such  money,  goods  and  chat- 
tels to  be  laid  out  by  them  in  a  purchase  or  purchases  of  lands, 
tenements,  messuages,  houses,  rents,  annuities  or  hereditaments 
to  them  and  their  successors  forever. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  the  dis- 
posal and  application  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration or  in  the  making  sale  or  disposition  of  any  part  or  par- 
cel of  the  real  or  personal  estate  of  the  said  corporation  for 
any  purposes  and  public  notice  being  given  to  the  congrega- 
tion attending  the  worship  of  the  said  church  as  hereinafter 
is  directed,  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  major  part  of 
the  said  congregation  who  shall  meet  in  consequence  of  such 
notice  and  who  shall  be  qualified  as  hereinafter  is  directed  shall 
be  had  and  obtained  and  the  votes  hereinafter  directed  to  be 
taken  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  also  that  the  said  trustees  in  like 
manner  qualified  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  therein  as  members 
of  the  said  congregation. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors or  a  majority  of  them  from  time  to  time  after  public 
notice  given  the  preceding  Lord's  day,  commonly  called  Sunday 
from  the  desk  or  pulpit  of  the  said  church,  immediately  after 
divine  service  and  before  the  said  congregation  shall  be  dis- 
missed or  after  regular  notice  in  writing  left  at  the  house  of  each 
trustee,  and  the  business  having  been  previously  mentioned  at 
one  meeting  at  the  least  of  the  said  trustees  be  authorized  and 
empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
make  rules,  by  laws  and  ordinances,  and  to  do  everything  need- 
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fal  for  the  good  goyemment  and  support  of  the  secular  affairs 
of  the  said  church. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  said  rules,  by- 
laws and  ordinances  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  this  commonwealth  and  that  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
said  church  and  congregation  and  of  the  said  trustees  in  pur- 
suance of  this  act,  shall  be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  in  a 
church  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  also  that  the  said 
trustees  and  their  successors  by  a  majority  of  them  when  met 
as  aforesaid  after  such  notice  as  aforesaid  be  authorized  and 
empowered  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  elect  and  appoint  from  among  themselves  a  president 
and  also  elect  and  appoint  from  among  themselves  or 
others  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  and  the  same  president, 
treasurer  and  secretary  or  any  of  them  at  their  pleasure 
to  remove,  change,  alter  or  continue  as  to  them  or  a  majority 
of  them  so  met  as  aforesaid  from  time  to  time  shall  seem  to 
be  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  church  and  corporation. 

Section  V.  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as 
they  shall  think  proi)er,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew 
at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successos  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  New  Britain  Township  in  the  County  of  Bucks," 
aforesaid  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  or  be 
sued,  plead  or  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts  before  any 
judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits, 
complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever 
nature,  kind  or  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter  and 
thing  therein  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  i)er- 
son  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  within  this  common- 
wealth may  or  can  do. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
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always  consist  of  five  members  of  whom  the  major  part  shall 
be  or  such  who  are  members  of  and  in  full  communion  with 
.  said  church  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of 
the  Baptist  Church  in  New  Britain  Township  in  the  County  of 
Bucks,"  and  the  said  members  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be 
chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority  of  such  members  met  together 
of  the  said  congregation  as  are  stated  worshipers  with  the  said 
church  for  not  less  than  one  whole  year  before  such  choice,  and 
have  paid  the  sum  of  five  shillings  yearly  towards  the  support 
of  the  said  church  and  shall  not  at  any  time  of  voting  be  more 
than  one-half  year  in  arrears  for  the  same. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Joshua  Jones,  Edward 
Matthew,  Thomas  Jones,  Morris  Morris  and  Benjamin  Matthew 
the  first  and  present  trustees  hereby  incorporated  shall  be  and 
continue  trustees  aforesaid  until  they  be  removed  in  manner 
following,  that  is  to  say:  That  all  and  every  of  the  trustees 
herein  first  named  and  appointed  shall  cease  and  discontinue 
and  their  appointment  determine  on  the  second  Monday  in  the 
month  of  May  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  upon  which  day  a  new 
election  shall  be  had  and  held  of  them  or  of  so  many  others  in 
their  stead  and  place,  the  major  part  whereof  to  be  in  full  com- 
munion with  the  said  church  as  aforesaid  by  a  majority  of  the 
persons  met  and  qualified  agreeably  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act  to  vote  and  elect  as  aforesaid  yearly  and 
every  year  forever. 

(Section  XI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  the  pastor  or 
pastors  of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  equally  as  any  other  member  of  the  said  church  or  con- 
gregation. 

(Section  XII.  P.  L.)  Provided  also.  That  all  and  every  per- 
son or  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid  to  vote  shall  and  may  be 
capable  and  able  to  be  elected  a  trustee  aforesaid,  except  in 
case  of  the  said  church  having  two  or  more  pastors,  that  then 
one  only  of  them  shall  be  eligible  to  serve  as  a  trustee  at  the 
same  time. 

(Section  XIII.  P.  L.)     And  provided  also.  That  in  case  of 
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failure  of  holding  an  election  annually  on  the  day  before  ap- 
pointed by  this  act,  that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  on  due  notice 
given  as  aforesaid  to  hold  an  election  for  the  choice  of  trustees 
as  aforesaid  at  any  time  after,  so  as  not  to  exceed  the  space  of 
one  month  from  the  day  first  appointed  by  this  act. 

(Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  whenever  any 
vacancy  happens  by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal  of 
any  [or]  more  of  the  trustees  aforesaid  pursuant  to  the  direc- 
tions of  this  act  an  election  shall  be  had  of  some  fit  person  or 
persons  in  his  or  their  stead  and  place  so  dying,  refusing  or  re 
moving  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be  done,  and  that  the  per- 
son or  persons  so  elected,  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  as  a 
trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid,  so  long  without  a  new  election, 
as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  and  stead  he  or  they 
shall  have  been  so  elected  as  aforesaid  would  or  might  have 
continued  and  remained  and  no  longer  and  that  in  all  cases  of  a 
vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last  mentioned 
the  remaining  trustees  shall  be  empowered  to  call  a  meeting  of 
the  electors  for  supplying  the  said  vacancy,  such  meeting  I'o  be 
notified  and  published  in  like  manner  as  herein  before  is  di- 
rected and  appointed  for  notifying  and  publishing  the  meeting 
of  the  congregation. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear 
yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  annuities  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate 
of  the  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  lawful  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  taken 
and  esteemed  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  contri- 
butions belonging  to  the  said  church,  and  also  exclusive  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  opening  of  the  ground  or  burials, 
which  said  moneys  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  dis- 
posed of  by  them  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed  pursuant 
to  the  votes  of  the  members  of  the  said  church  or  congregation 
duly  qualified  to  vote  and  elect  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  September  6,  1786.    Reeorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  142,  etc.  f 
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CHAPTER  MCCXXXV. 


AN  ACT  TO  DISCHARGE  AND  ANNUL  THE  DECLARATION  OF  TRUST 
RELATING  TO  THE  SCOTS  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE  CITY  OP 
PHILADELPHIA,  SO  FAR  AS  THE  SAID  INSTRUMENT  ENCUMBERS 
THE  SAID  CHURCH  WITH  SUBJECTION  TO  FOREIGN  JURISDICTION. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly 
of  this  commonwealth,  entitled  '*An  act  for  incorporating  the 
Scots  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,"^  it  was 
enacted,  and  in  substance  declared  that  the  corporation  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Scots  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia and  their  successors,  erected,  made  and  constituted  by 
the  same  act,  was,  and  should  be  seized  and  possessed  of  all 
the  real  estate  of  the  same  church,  and  of  the  religious  congre- 
gation worshipping  therein,  and  that  the  same  trustees  and 
their  successors  should  have  such  estate  and  estates  therein 
as  in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments, 
releases,  devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared, 
limited  or  expressed : 

And  whereas  in  and  by  a  certain  instrument  bearing  date  the 
thirteenth  day  of  October  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-one,  recorded  in  the  office  for  re- 
cording of  deeds  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  in  deed  book 
number  twelve,  page  eighty-five,  &c.,  executed  by  William  Mar- 
shall, John  Purdon,  Frazer  Kinsley,  Robert  Aitken,  James  Ful- 
ton, James  Cochran,  Samuel  McClure,  John  Davidson,  Robert 
Hunter  and  Peter  Steel,  trustees,  in  whom  the  legal  estate  of 
the  house  of  public  worship  and  the  three  lots  of  ground  ap- 
purtenant to  the  same,  belonging  to  the  same  congregation 
had  been  vested,  which  instrument  was  made  with  the  express 
intent  and  purpose  of  declaring  the  use  and  trust  upon  which 
they  the  said  William  Marshall,  John  Purdon,  Frazer  Kinsley, 
Robert  Aitken,  James  Fulton,  James  Cochran,  Samuel  McClure, 
John  Davison,  Robert  Hunter  and  Peter  Steel  held  the  same 
building  and  the  said  lots  of  grdund,  it  is,  inter  alia,  set  forth  in 
substance  that  the  said  congregation  is  subordinate  to  the  asso- 
1  Passed  March  31,  1779.    Chapter  834.  " 
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date  Presbytery  of  Penneylvania  (or  another  Presbytery  of 
the  same  denomination)  as  the  same  Presbytery  is  subordi- 
nated to  the  associate  Synod  of  Edinburgh  in  Scotland,  whereof 
the  Reverend  William  Moncrieflf,  minister  of  the  Gospel  in 
Alloa,  James  AUice,  minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Paisley,  and  John 
Wilson,  minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Methben,  are  at  present  mem- 
bers, or  to  a  synod  constituted  upon  the  same  plan  in  the  Ameri- 
can colonies,  and  that  the  said  William  Marshall,  John  Pur- 
don,  Frazer  Kinsley,  Robert  Aitken,  James  Fulton,  James  CJoch- 
ran,  Samuel  McOlure,  John  Davison,  Robert  Hunter  and  Peter 
Steel,  should  stand  seized  of  the  said  estate  for  the  use  of  such 
of  the  said  congregation  as  shall  abide  by  its  declared  princi- 
ples, and  continue  in  subordination  as  aforesaid: 

And  whereas  a  majority  of  the  regular  [and  legal]  members 
of  the  aforesaid  congregation  have  by  their  petition  to  this 
general  assembly  in  effect  set  forth  that  although  they  are  very 
well  agreed  with  the  associate  synod  of  Edinburg  in  doctrine 
and  discipline,  and  mean  not  to  vary  from  the  same  as  pro- 
vided and  stipulated  in  and  by  the  before  recited  declaration  of 
trust,  yet  they  apprehended  that  the  same  declaration  made 
whilst  this  state  was  dependant  upon  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  bindeth  them  to  the  government  and  determination  of 
the  same  synod,  existing  in  Scotland,  in  matters  of  mere 
econotny  and  church  government  and  that  the  subordination 
in  the  same  declaration  mentioned  is  now  highly  imporper  in 
as  much  as  this  state  is  become  free  and  sovereign,  and  that 
they  ought  not  to  be  under  the  control  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction, 
and  at  the  will  of  persons  beyond  seas,  who  may,  in  subtile  ex- 
positions of  faith  or  for  supposed  errors  in  conduct  excommuni- 
cate and  so  divest  them  of  their  property  in  the  said  house  of 
worship. 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  general  assembly  to  be  highly 
derogatory  from  the  rightful  sovereignty  of  Pennsylvania  that 
the  legal  estate,  use  or  benefit  of  any  real  property  within  this 
state  should  depend  or  should  be  supposed  to  depend  upon  or 
be  under  the  control  of  any  person  or  persons,  or  body  of  men 
without  this  state,  whether  they  pretend  to  civil  or  ecclesiasti- 
cal authority. 
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Section  I.  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  recited  declaration 
of  trust  which  was  made  and  executed  before  the  late  revolu- 
tion, whereby  the  United  States  of  America  became  free,  sov- 
ereign and  independent,  so  far  as  the  same  subordinates  or 
pretends  to  subordinate  the  church  and  congregation  aforesaid 
to  the  hereinbefore  described  associate  synod  of  Edinburgh, 
and  so  far  as  the  same  declares  the  rights  of  the  members  of 
the  same  church  and  congregation  unto  the  house  of  worship 
or  other  estate  of  the  corporation  of  the  trustees  of  the  Scot^j 
Presbyterian  Church  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  depend  on 
the  same  synod  and  so  far  as  it  subjects  them  either  directly  or 
indirectly  to  any  foreign  jurisdiction  whatever,  but  no  further, 
is  null,  void  and  utterly  frustrate,  and  the  same  encumbrance 
on  the  aforesaid  congregation  is  hereby  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses discharged,  set  aside  and  annulled. 

Passed  September  6,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  120,  etc. 
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A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  BSTABUSH  AND 
INCORPORATE  A  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  AT  GERB4ANT0WN  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OF  PHILADELPHIA."! 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  said  act  a  public  school 
was  established  and  incorporated  by  the  name,  style  and.  title 
of  "The  ti^ustees  of  the  public  school  at  Germantown  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,"  and  the  constitution  of  the  said  school 
was  in  and  by  the  said  act  fixed  and  defined,  and  it  was  thereby 
provided  and  declared  that  the  said  constitution  of  the  said 
school  thereby  established  should  never  be  altered  or  alterable 
by  any  by-law  or  ordinance  of  the  said  trustees  or  in  any  other 
manner  than  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state: 

1  Passed  Sept.  15,  1784.    Chap.  1109. 
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And  whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  said  trustees  a  committee 
of  their  number  was  appointed  to  compose  the  said  constitu- 
tion with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  former  school  of 
Germantown,  called  "The  Union  School,"  and  to  report  whether 
the  constitution  of  the  said  incorporated  school  might  not  be 
amended  by  adopting  some  of  the  said  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  former  school,  which  committee  unanimously  reported 
divers  additions,  alterations  and  amendments,  to  the  said  con- 
stitution which  were  agreed  to  by  the  said  trustees,  who  have 
by  petition  applied  to  this  house  for  their  aid  in  altering  and 
amending  the  said  constitution  and  it  is  reasonable  that  the 
same  shall  be  granted. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  following  additions, 
alterations  and  amendments  of  the  said  constitution  of  the  said 
incorporated  school  shall  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act 
take  place,  have  effect  and  become  part  of  the  said  constitution, 
that  is  to  say: 

First.  Instead  of  the  mode  of  "electing  trustees  in  the  place 
of  those  who  shall  resign  their  oflBces  or  die,"  mentioned  in  the 
third  article  of  the  said  constitution  in  the  seventh  section  of 
the  said  act,  contained  the  following  shall  forever  hereafter  be 
the  mode  of  electing  trustees  of  the  said  school,  viz:  All  and 
every  the  persons  who  heretofore  have  contributed  or  hereafter 
shall  contribute  to  the  amount  of  forty  shillings  gold  or  silver 
money  of  Pennsylvania  towards  the  first  erection  of  the  said 
Union  School  house  or  the  support  of  the  same  or  towards  the 
support  of  the  said  incorporated  school  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  the  election  of  trustees  of  the  said  school  and  no  other  per- 
sons whatever. 

Second.  The  said  trustees  shall  be  changed  or  changeable  by 
rotation  in  the  manner  following,  to  wit;  The  first  seven  original 
trustees  in  the  said  act  named  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  then 
be  trustees  or  those  appointed  in  their  or  any  of  their  places, 
shall  cease  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  school,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  May  next,  the  second  seven  of  the  said  original  trustees  or 
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so  many  of  them  as  shall  then  be  trustees  or  those  appointed 
in  their  places  shall  cease  to  be  trustees  on  the  first  Monday  in 
May  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight, 
and  the  last  seven  of  the  original  trustees  or  so  many  of  them 
as  shall  then  be  trustees  or  those  appointed  in  their  places  shall 
cease  to  be  trustees  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  so  from  year  to 
year  forever  thereafter  the  senior  seven  of  the  said  trustees  or 
such  other  trustees  as  shall  be  appointed  in  their  places,  shall 
be  changed  or  changeable  in  rotation  in  the  manner  following. 

Third.  The  first  Monday  in  May  in  every  year  forever  here- 
after, the  election  shall  be  held  at  the  school  house  in  German- 
town,  whereof  notice  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  one 
English  and  one  German  newspaper  of  the  city  or  county  of 
Philadelphia,  the  two  preceding  weeks  by  the  secretary  of  the 
said  corporation,  at  which  election  all  the  said  contributors  en- 
titled to  vote  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  by  a  majority  of  votes 
of  the  electors  present  by  ballot  in  the  usual  form  of  holding 
elections  within  this  state  elect  seven  trustees  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  senior  trustees  whose  offices  shall  have  expired  in 
manner  aforesaid  or  by  death  or  resignation :  Provided  always, 
that  if  by  neglect  or  other  accident  such  annual  election  shall 
not  be  held  at  the  time  appointed,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  remaining  trustees  or  a  quorum  of  them  to  appoint 
others  to  succeed  them  or  appoint  the  same  or  any  of  them 
which  trustees  so  appointed  or  re-appointed  shall  continue  in 
office  so  long  and  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been 
elected  by  the  contributors. 

Fourth.  Any  of  the  senior  trustees  whose  office  shall  cease 
in  manner  aforesaid  or  those  who  may  have  been  appointed  by 
a  quorum  of  trustees  to  supply  the  places  of  those  who  shall 
die  or  resign  or  who  shall  be  appointed  in  default  of  an  annual 
election  as  aforesaid,  may  be  re-elected  at  the  annual  election 
aforesaid  or  re-appointed  by  the  quorum  of  trustees  as  often  as 
their  offices  cease  and  shall  go  through  their  new  tour  of  duty 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  re-election  or  re-appointment 
were  their  or  his  first  election  or  appointment. 

Fifth.  If  any  trustee  now  being  or  hereafter  to  be  elected  or 
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appointed  shall  die  or  resign  his  oflSce  it  shall  be  lawful  for  a 
board  of  trustees  to  appoint  some  other  fit  person  to  succeed 
him^  which  appointment  shall  continue  until  the  office  of  the 
trustee  into  whose  place  he  succeeded  would  by  the  rule  afore- 
said have  ceased. 

Sixth.  The  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  meet  at  least 
once  in  every  year,  and  as  much  oftener  as  the  case  of  the  school 
shall  require,  of  which  meetings  notice  shall  be  given  in  the 
newspapers  as  aforesaid  by  the  president  or  secretary  or  any 
three  members  of  the  corporation  or  by  a  written  note,  signe'd 
by  the  president  or  secretary  of  the  board  and  sent  to  the  usual 
place  of  abode  of  each  trustee  for  the  time  being  at  least  one 
week  before  the  time  of  meeting  and  in  addition  to  the  officers 
mentioned  in  the  said  act  shall  choose  from  among  themselves 
one  president,  one  treasurer  and  one  secretary  whom  they  may 
remove  at  pleasure  and  appoint  others. 

Seventh.  At  every  meeting  of  the  trustees  whereof  due  no- 
tice shall  have  been  given  as  aforesaid,  five  trustees  met  shall 
constitute  a  board  or  quorum,  which  shall  have  the  power  to 
transact  all  the  business  of  the  corporation  except  the  appoint- 
ment of  new  trustees  to  supply  vacancies  arising  from  death, 
resignation  or  neglect  of  the  contributors  to  hold  annual  elec- 
tion, but  no  new  trustee  shall  be  appointed  unless  in  the  printed 
or  written  notices  of  the  intended  meeting  it  shall  be  mentioned 
that  the  appointment  of  one  or  more  trustees  is  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting  and  unless  seven  trustees  shall  meet. 

Eighth.  The  two  most  commodious  rooms  of  the  school  house 
shall  be  forever  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  keeping  English 
and  German  school,  and  the  masters,  tutors  and  scholars  of 
each  of  the  said  schools  shall  enjoy  in  all  respects  equal  priv- 
ileges with  the  other. 

Section  II.  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  so  much  of  the  said  recited  act  of 
assembly  and  so  much  of  the  constitution  therein  contained  as 
is  herein  or  hereby  altered  or  amended  is  hereby  repealed  and 
made  void  and  that  all  and  every  the  residue  of  the  said  recited 
act  of  assembly  and  the  constitution  therein  contained,  together 
with  the  several  articles  herein  contained,  do  and  shall  contain 


264  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1786 

the  constitution  of  the  said  school  and  the  same  shall  so  con- 
tinue and  be  always  most  favorably  taken  and  construed  for  the 
said  school. 

Passed  September  6,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  139,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOCXXXVII. 


AN  ACT  TO  RELIEVE  THE  OWNERS  OF  UNIMPROVED  LANDS  FROM 
THE  INCONVENIENCES  THEY  ARE  SUBJECTD  TO  BY  THE  PRESENT 
MODE  OF  ENFORCING  THE  PAYMENT  OF  TAXES  ASSESSED  THEREON. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  us  by 
certain  persons  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  who  ar6 
non-resident  properties  of  lands  in  the  remote  parts  of  this  com- 
monwealth that  they  are  frequently  exposed  to  great  and  irre- 
parable injuries  by  the  mode  in  which  the  taxes  on  their  unset- 
tled lands  are  collected,  that  those  lands  lying  at  remote  dis- 
tances and  situations  with  which  communications  are  ex- 
tremely diflScult  and  uncertain,  and  sometimes  absolutely  im- 
practicable, and  the  names  and  residences  of  the  collectors 
often  unknown  to  the  owners  of  such  lands  as  well  as  the  time 
when  taxes  become  payable,  and  to  what  amount  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  are  exposed  to  the  loss  of  their  lands  by 
sale  at  a  very  small  proportion  of  their  value  under  pretence 
that  the  proprietors  of  the  same  have  refused  or  neglected  to 
discharge  such  taxes  when  they  become  due: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that  full  and  fair  op- 
portunity should  be  afforded  to  conform  to  the  duty  before  any 
measures  be  taken  in  nature  of  imposing  a  penalty  for  the  sup- 
posed delinquency: 

Therefore : 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  at  the  next  and  every  other  assess- 
ment (after  the  passing  this  act)  to  be  made  or  laid  upon  the 
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peal  estates  of  the  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  the  assessors 
of  the  several  townships  in  this  state  shall  make  a  return  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  respective  counties  in  the  same  of  all 
tracts  of  land  in  their  respective  townships  which  are  un- 
settled or  on  which  the  owner  or  a  tenant  under  him  does  not 
reside,  mentioning  as  near  as  may  be  the  quantity  of  acres  in 
each  tract  (on  what  water  it  is  or  some  other  general  descrip- 
tion thereof)  the  assessment  laid  thereon,  and  the  name  of  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof.  And  the  commissioners  of  the  sev- 
eral counties  in  this  state  are  hereby  enjoined  to  send  to  the 
treasurer  of  this  state  for  the  time  being  a  fair  transcript  or 
copy  of  such  returns  as  are  by  [this]  law  directed  to  be  made  to 
them  within  two  months  after  they  receive  the  same. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  treasurer  of  the  state  for 
the  time  being  shall  cause  to  be  published  in  one  or  more  of  the 
public  newspapers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  said  copy  or 
transcript  which  he  shall  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
commissioners  of  the  respective  counties  within  ten  days  after 
he  shall  receive  the  same,  and  the  owners  of  such  land  as  shall 
be  contained  in  such  returns  are  hereby  authorized  to  pay  all 
such  taxes  or  assessments  as  shall  be  laid  upon  the  same  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  state  for  the  time  being  who  is  hereby  empow- 
ered to  receive  [them],  and  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lands 
or  some  person  for  them  shall  not  pay  the  taxes  or  assessments 
which  shall  be  laid  upon  the  same  to  the  said  treasurer  within 
two  months  after  the  first  publication  to  be  made  in  one  or 
more  newspaper  or  newspapers  as  before  directed,  the  treas- 
urer of  the  state  for  the  time  being  shall  then  transmit  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  respective  counties  in  the  state  an  account 
of  all  such  ownei-s  of  land  who  shall  not  have  paid  to  him  the 
assessments  on  their  lands,  and  the  commissioners  may  there- 
upon proceed  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  said  taxes  in  such 
manner  as  they  are  now  by  law  authorized  to  do. 

Passed  September  11,  1786.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  138,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  18,  1789,  Chapter  1397; 
April  1,  1796,  Chapter  1895. 
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CHAPTER  MCCXXXVIII. 


AN   ACT  TO  INCORPORATE   THE   PRESBYTERIAN  CONGREGATION   IN 
DONEGAL  TOWNSHIP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  minister,  elders  and  mem 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  township  of  Don^al  in 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  have  prayed  that  their  church  may  be 
incorporated  and  by  law  enabled  as  a  body  politic  and  corpo- 
rate to  receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests 
as  have  been  or  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  to  their  society 
and  vested  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by 
the  religious  societies  who  are  incorporated  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  their  said  peti- 
tion be  granted: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Reverend  Collin  Mc- 
Farquhar,  John  Bailie,  James  Bailie,  James  Anderson,  Robert 
Spears,  Bryce  Clark,  Samuel  Woods,  James  Muirhead  and 
Joseph  Little  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  appointed 
in  such  manner  and  form  as  hereinafter  directed,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic 
in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  Township  of  Donegal  in  the  County  of  Lancaster.'^ 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take, 
receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
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Presbyterian  church  in  the  township  of  Donegal,  and  county 
aforesaid,  or  to  the  religious  congregation  worshipping  therein, 
now  under  the  pastoral  care  and  charge  of  the  Reverend  Col- 
lin McFarquhar  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  their  use 
or  in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  an- 
nuities, liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are  hereby 
vested  and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  succes- 
sors forever,  according  to  their  original  use  and  intention :  And 
the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as 
in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments, 
releases,  devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof,  is  or  are  de- 
clared, limited  or  expressed,  as  also  that  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors  aforesaid,  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be 
able  and  capable  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  en- 
joy in  fee  simple,  or  of  any  less  estate  or  estates,  any  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  heredita- 
ments by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment, 
release,  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  and  corporate  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same  and 
further  that  the  said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum 
or  sums  of  money  and  any  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  chat- 
tels that  have  or  shall  be  given  and  bequeathed  to  them  by  any 
person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate  capable  and 
able  to  make  a  bequest  or  gift  thereof,  such  money,  goods  and 
chattels  to  be  laid  out  by  them  in  a  purchase  or  purchases  of 
lands,  tenements,  messuages,  houses,  rents,  annuities  or  j^redi- 
taments  to  them  and  their  successors  forever,  or  the  money 
lent  on  interest  or  otherwise  disposed  of  according  to  the  true 
intention  of  the  donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rents,  issues,  profits  and 
interests  of  the  said  real  and  person  estate  of  the  said  church 
and  corporation  shall  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors 
from  time  to  time  be  applied  for  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  the  pastor  of  said  church  for  and  towards  the  relief  of  the 
poor  in  communion  of  the  said  church  and  in  repairing  the 
house  of  public  worship,  burial  ground,  parsonage  house  or 
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other  houses  which  now  do  or  hereafter  shall  belong  to  the  said 
church  and  corporation. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  shall  not  by  deed,  fine  or  recovery  or  by  any  other 
ways  or  means,  grant,  alien  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any 
[manors]  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  in 
them  or  their  successors  vested  or  hereafter  to  be  vested  nor 
charge  nor  encumber  the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the 
congregation  then  met,  first  had  and  obtained. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  deed  or 
other  conveyance  made  by  the  said  corporation  or  their  suc- 
cessors, bona  fide  and  for  a  valuable  consideration  for  any 
part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  church  and  congregation  in 
case  the  possession  thereof  pass  immediately  to  the  purchaser 
or  purchasers  and  continue  in  him,  her  or  them,  his,  her  or  their 
heirs  or  assigns  shall  be  called  in  question  for  want  of  the  con- 
sent of  the  majority  of  the  regular  members  of  the  said  congre- 
gation unless  the  same  be  questioned  within  seven  years  from 
and  after  the  sale  and  delivery  of  possession  of  such  real  estate 
to  tlie  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  or  a  majority  of  them  met  from  time  to  time  after 
public  information  given  the  preceding  Lord's  Day,  commonly 
called  Sunday  from  the  desk  or  pulpit  of  the  said  church,  im- 
mediately after  divine  service,  before  the  congregation  are 
dismissed  or  after  regular  notice  in  writing  at  the  house  of  each 
trustee  and  the  particular  business  inserted  therein  at  least 
one  week  before  be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  by  laws  and  ordi- 
nances, and  to  do  everything  needful  for  the  good  government 
and  support  of  the  secular  affairs  of  the  said  church. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  the  said  by- 
laws, rules  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  be  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  all  their  proceed- 
ings be  regularly  and  fairly  entered  into  a  church  book  to  be 
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kept  for  that  purpose,  and  also  that  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  by  a  majority  of  voters  of  any  five  or  more  of  them 
when  met  as  aforesaid  after  such  information  or  notice  as  afore- 
said, be  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  appoint  from 
among  themselves  a  president  and  also  to  elect  and  appoint 
from  among  themselves  or  others  a  treasurer  and  secretary, 
and  the  same  president,  treasurer  and  secretary,  or  any  of  them 
at  their  pleasure  to  remove,  change,  alter  and  continue  as  to 
them  or  a  majority  of  any  five  or  more  of  them  so  met  as  afore- 
said, from  time  to  time  shall  seem  to  be  most  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  church  and  corporation. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as 
they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew 
at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Donegal  Township  in  the  Ck)unty  of  Lancaster,'* 
shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and 
be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any  judge  or  judges, 
justice  or  justices  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints, 
pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever  nature,  kind 
or  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein 
to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or 
persons,  body  politic  and  corporate  within  this  commonwealth 
may  or  can  do. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation 
shall  always  consist  of  nine  members  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Donegal 
Township  in  the  County  of  Lancaster.'*  And  the  said  members 
shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority 
of  such  members  met  together  of  the  said  congregation,  as  are 
stated  worshippers  with  the  said  church  and  have  paid  the  sum 
of  ten  shillings  yearly  towards  the  support  of  the  said  church, 
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and  shall  not  at  any  time  of  votings  be  more  than  one  year  in 
arrear  for  the  same. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  first  and  present  trus- 
tees hereby  incorporated  shall  be  and  continue  trustees  afore- 
said until  they  be  removed  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say; 
that  all  and  every  of  the  trustees  herein  first  named  and  ap- 
pointed shall  cea^e  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  de- 
termine on  the  second  Tuesday  of  May  which  shall  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven, 
upon  which  day  a  new  election  shall  be  had  and  held  of  so  many 
others  in  their  stead  and  place  by  a  majority  of  the  persons  met 
and  qualified,  agreeable  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act  to  vote  and  elect  as  aforesaid  yearly  and  every  year  for- 
ever. 

(Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  same  trus- 
tees or  any  of  them  may  be  re-elected  at  such  elections.  And  if 
by  any  accident  an  election  shall  not  be  held  on  said  days,  they 
shall  continue  trustees  until  an  election  shall  be  made  at  some 
future  day  by  them  to  be  appointed  so  that  the  same  be  within 
one  month  thereafter. 

[sic]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  Provided  also,  That  the  pastor 
of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote 
equally  with  any  member  of  the  said  church  or  congregation. 

[sic]  (Section  XV.  P.  L.)  And  provided  also.  That  all  and 
every  person  or  persons  qualified  [as  aforesaid]  to  vote  and 
elect  shall  and  may  be  capable  and  able  to  be  elected  trustees 
aforesaid. 

And  when  any  vacancy  shall  happen  by  the  death,  refusal 
to  serve  or  removal  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  trustees  aforesafd, 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  an  election  shall  be  held 
of  some  fit  person  or  persons  in  his  or  their  stead  so  dying,  re- 
fusing or  removing,  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be  done;  and 
the  person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain  and  continue 
as  a  trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid  so  long  without  a  new  election 
as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  and  stead  he  or  they 
shall  have  been  so  elected  as  aforesaid  would  or  might  have 
continued  and  remained  and  no  longer;  and  that  in  all  cases 
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of  a  vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last  mentioned 
the  remaining  trustees  shall  be  empowered  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  electors  for  supplying  the  said  vacancy,  such  meeting 
to  be  notified  and  published  in  like  manner  as  hereinbefore  is 
directed  and  appointed  for  notifying  and  publishing  the  meet- 
ing of  the  trustees. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  trustees  when  admitted 
to  their  oflftce  shall  receive  into  their  hands  all  the  deeds,  vou- 
chers, papers  or  accounts  relative  to  any  lands,  moneys,  rents 
or  effects  belonging  and  due  to  said  congregation  and  shall 
be  accountable  for  the  same  during  their  continuance  in  of- 
fice. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XVII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  upon  the  day  of  the  annual 
election  of  trustees,  three  men,  members  of  said  congregation, 
shall  be  chosen  by  a  majority  of  votes  of  the  electors  present 
as  a  committee  of  accounts  to  examine  the  conduct,  papers  and 
accounts  of  the  trustees  for  the  former  year,  and  if  this  com- 
mittee shall  find  that  through  the  neglect  or  wilful  mismanage- 
ment of  said  trustees  the  estate  of  the  corporation  hath 
been  damaged  the  said  trustees  shall  indemnify  the  congrega- 
tion for  the  loss  thereby  sustained,  and  if  the  said  trustees  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  give  a  just  and  full  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings in  every  necessary  article  required  by  this  committee 
with  the  space  of  one  month  after  the  day  of  the  annual  elec- 
tion they  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds 
of  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  use  of  said  corporation. 

[Section  XIL]  (Section  XVIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  clear 
yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  rents, 
annuities  or  other  hereditaments  or  real  estate  of  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  lawful 
money  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  taken  and  esteemed  exclusive  of 
the  moneys  arising  from  the  annual  stated  constributions  be- 
longing to  the  said  church  and  also  exclusive  of  the  moneys 
arising  from  the  opening  of  the  ground  for  burials  which  said 
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money  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  disposed  of  by  them 
in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

Passed  September  11, 1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  184,  etc 


CHAPTER  MCCXXXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  CONFIRMING  AND  AMENDING  THE  CHARTER  OF  THE 
GERMAN  REFORMED  CONGREGATION  IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LiANCAS- 
TER  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER  IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYL- 
VANIA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  members  of  the  corporation 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  "The  Minister,  Trustees^  El- 
ders and  Deacons  of  the  German  Reformed  congregation  in  the 
borough  of  Lancaster,  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Pennsylvania,"  by  their  petition  have  shown  that  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  by  the  charter  of  the  then  pro- 
prietaries Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  esquires,  they  were 
incorporated  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid: 

And  whereas  the  said  congregation  have  not  acted  or  pro- 
ceeded under  the  said  charter,  and  as  doubts  have  arisen 
whether  the  said  charter  is  now  become  forfeit  by  reason  of 
non-user. 

[Section  L]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  corporation  be 
confirmed  and  established  as  a  body  corporate  and  politic  in 
law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  for  ever  by  the  name,  style 
and  title  of  "The  Minister,  Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the 
German  Reformed  Congregation  in  the  Borough  of  Lancaster, 
in  the  County  of  Lancaster,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,"  and 
the  said  corporation  is  hereby  vested,  confirmed  and  established 
in  all  and  singular  the  estates,  rights,  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties which  to  them  in  and  by  the  said  charter  were  granted  and 
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given  or  in  consequence  thereof  to  them  of  right  belong  and  ap- 
pertain or  ought  so  to  do. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  such  and  so  many  of  the  funda- 
mental articfes  of  the  said  congregation  mentioned  and  referred 
to  in  the  said  charter  as  are  not  altered  or  repealed  in  and  by 
this  act  and  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth shall' be,  remain  and  continue  forever  valid  and  effectual. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  proviso  or  clause  in  the 
said  charter  which  requires  that  the  by-laws,  rules  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  said  corporation  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
Great  Britain  or  the  laws  then  in  force  in  the  province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  annulled  and 
made  void. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  Reverend  William.Hendel, 
the  present  minister,  Peter  Hoofnagle,  Nicholas  Job  and  Chris- 
topher Crawford  the  present  trustees,  Jacob  Weaver,  Peter 
Beier,  Conrad  Haas,  John  Hatz,  Barnard  Wolff  and  Andrew 
Bausman,  the  present  elders,  Andrew  Bachenstofe,  Caspar 
Fordney,  John  Getz,  Jacob  Koeler,  Andrew  Teyer  and  Michael  / 
Grubb,  the  present  deacons  and  their  successors  duly  elected 
and  appointed  in  such  manner  and  form  as  hereinafter  is  di- 
rected and  required,  be  and  they  are  hereby  confirmed,  consti- 
tuted and  appointed  to  be  and  fox'ever  remain  the  members  of 
the  said  corporation. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  at 
all  times  hereafter  consist  of  the  minister  of  the  said  congrega- 
tion duly  chosen  from  time  to  time,  three  trustees,  six  elders  and 
six  deacons,  and  that  the  above  mentioned  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  respectively  shall  be  and  continue  members  of  the;  said 
corporation  until  they  be  removed  in  manner  following,  that  is 
to  say,  one-third  part  in  number  of  the  trustees,  elders  and  dea- 
cons [aforesaid]  being  the  third  part  first  herein  named  shall 
cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  on  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
18— XII 
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one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  upon  which  day 
a  new  election  shall  be  had  and  held  of  so  many  others  in  their 
place  and  stead  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  corporation 
and  congregation  met  and  qualified  to  vote  and  elect  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  and  that  such 
election  shall  be  held  in  such  manner  and  at  such  place  as  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors  shall  from  time  to  time 
direct,  and  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  which  will  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight, 
the  second  third  part  in  number  of  the  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  herein  mentioned  shall  in  like  manner  cease  and  dis- 
continue and  their  appointment  determine  and  a  new  election 
shall  be  had  and  held  in  like  manner  of  an  equal  number  in  their 
place  and  stead,  and  on  the  first  Monday  in  January  which  will 
be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  the  last  third  part  in  number  of  the  said  trustees, 
elders  ^nd  deacons  herein  mentioned  shall  cease  and  discon- 
tinue and  their  appointment  determine  and  a  new  election  shall 
be  had  and  held  in  like  manner  of  an  equal  number  in  their 
place  and  steAd,  and  that  in  the  same  manner,  and  by  the  like 
mode  of  rotation  one-third  part  in  number  of  the  trustees, 
elders  and  deacons  shall  cease  and  discontinue,  and  their  ap- 
pointment determine  and  a  new  election  of  the  said  third  part 
be  had  and  held  in  manner  aforesaid  on  the  first  Monday  in 
January  in  every  year  forever,  so  that  no  person  or  persons  shall 
continue  to  be  a  trustee,  elder  or  deacon  for  any  longer  time 
than  three  years  without  being  re-elected,  but  that  the  electors 
qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid  shall  and  may  be  at  liberty  to  re- 
elect the  same  trustees,  elders  and  deacons  or  any  one  or  more 
of  them  whose  times  shall  expire  on  the  day  of  the  said  annual 
election  whenever  and  so  often  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  nevertheless,  [Ttat] 
whenever  any  circumstance  or  concurrence  of  circumstances 
shall  happen  to  prevent  the  holding  an  election  at  the  periods 
aforementioned  for  trustees,  elders  and  deacons  in  stead  and 
place  of  those  whose  appointment  shall  have  ceased  and  de- 
termined an  election  shall  be  held  as  soon  as  conveniently  can 
be  done  in  the  manner  before  directed  and  that  the  remaining 
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members  of  the  said  corporation  have  power  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  electors  of  the  said  congregation  for  such  purposes. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  whenever  any  vacancy  shall 
happen  by  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal  from  office  of  any 
one  or  more  of  the  trustees,  elders  and  deacons,  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  have  full  power  at  their  discretion  to  appoint  the 
time  and  place  for  electing  others  in  their  stead,  and  that  the 
I>erson  or  persons  so  elected,  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  in 
office  so  long  as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  or  stead 
he  or  they  shall  have  been  so  elected,  would  or  might  have  con- 
tinned,  but  before  any  of  the  aforesaid  elections  be  held  public 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  congregation  the  preceding  Sun- 
day after  divine  service,  and  before  the  congregation  is  dis- 
missed or  in  any  other  convenient  manner  as  the  said  corpora- 
tion and  their  successors  shall  think  fit. 

Passed  September  11,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  158,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXL. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CONGREGATION 
OF  BENSALEM  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BUCKS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  Presbyterian  congregation 
of  Bensalem  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  have  by  their  petition 
prayed  that  their  said  congregation  may  be  incorporated  and 
by  law  enabled  as  a  body  corjwrate  and  politic  to  receive  and 
hold  all  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  have  been 
made  or  from  time  to  time  may  be  made  to  their  society  and 
vested  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other 
religious  societies  in  this  state  incorporated: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 
tion be  granted: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
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the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rents,  profits  and  interest  of 
the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  aforesaid  corporation 
and  congregation  shall  from  time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid 
out  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  support  of  the  gospel  ministry  in  said  congregation, 
for  repairing  and  maintaining,  altering  or  making  additions 
to  their  house  of  public  worship,  lot  or  lots  of  land,  burial 
ground,  and  such  other  pious  and  charitable  uses  as  shall  be 
thought  proper  by  a  majority  of  the  said  congregation  at  large 
called  together  on  due  notice  to  give  their  free  vote  in  such 
case.  And  further  that  no  part  of  said  estate  either  real  or  per- 
sonal shall  be  alienable  or  liable  to  any  charge  or  encumbrance 
whatever,  except  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  or  a  majority  of  them  may  from  time  to  time  meet 
either  on  their  own  adjournments  or  on  public  notice  from  the 
pulpit  the  preceding  Lords  day,  immediately  after  divine  ser- 
vice and  before  the  congregation  be  dispersed  or  on  notice  in 
writing  left  at  the  house  of  each  trustee  and  that  the  said  trus- 
tees being  so  met  be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  appoint  from 
among  themselves  a  president,  and  also  to  elect  and  appoint 
from  themselves  or  other  members  of  the  said  congregation  a 
treasurer  and  secretary  and  to  remove,  change  or  continue  all 
or  either  of  them  at  pleasure  as  shall  seem  to  be  most  for  the 
benefit  of  said  corporation. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless.  That  the  meeting 
or  meetings  of  said  corporation  be  not  called  without  concur- 
rence of  two  or  more  trustees  or  of  three  or  more  members  of 
the  congregation  with  the  president,  or  without  the  particular 
business  and  reasons  of  the  meeting  being  specified  with  the 
notification. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustee  or  a  majority 
of  them  met  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  shall  be  authorized  and 
empowered  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
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make  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances,  and  to  do  everything  need- 
ful for  the  government  and  support  of  the  secular  affairs  of  said 
congregation  and  to  make,  have  and  use  one  common  seal  with 
such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the 
same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Provided,  That  said  by-laws,  rules  and 
ordinances  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  that  all  their  laws  and  proceedings  be 
fairly  and  regularly  entered  and  kept  in  a  book  provided  for 
that  purpose. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  '*The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  Bensalem  in  the  county  of  Bucks,"  shall  be 
able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded in  any  court  or  before  any  judge  or  justice,  in  all  and  all 
manner  of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters  and  de- 
mands of  whatsoever  kind,  nature  or  form  they  may  be,  and 
all  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  to  do  in  as  full  and  ef- 
fectual a  manner  as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
or  corporate,  within  this  commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacfed 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
always  consist  of  six  members  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Bensa^ 
lem  in  the  County  of  Bucks,"  and  the  said  members  shall  at  all 
times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority  of  such  mem- 
bers of  the  said  congregation  met  together  as  shall  have  been 
enrolled  as  stated  worshippers  with  said  congregation  for  at 
least  the  space  of  one  year,  and  shall  have  paid  one  yearns  pew 
rent  or  other  sum  of  money  not  less  than  ten  shillings  and  are 
not  in  arrear  above  one  year  for  the  same  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  said  congregation  and  corporation. 

(Section  XI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  the  pastor  or 
minister  of  the  said  congregation  for  the  time  being  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  vote  eqltiiiliy  with  any  other  member  of  said  congre- 
gation. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)    And  be  it  further  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  af  oresaidy  That  the  said  John  Olark,  John 
Proul,  John  Vandegrift,  Esquires^  Jacob  Vandegrift,  Daniel 
LareWy  Junior,  and  Herman  Vansavt  the  first  and  present  trus- 
tees hereby  incorporated  shall  be  and  continue  trustees  until  re- 
•  moved  in  manjier  following,  viz:  One  third  part  in  number  of 
said  trustees  being  the  third  part  herein  first  named  shall  cease 
and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  May,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and  the  second  third 
part  herein  named  on  the  first  Thursday  in  May  which  shall  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight,  and  in  like  manner  the  appointment  of  the  last  third 
part  herein  mentioned  shall  cease  and  determine  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  May  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  on  which  days  in  each 
of  the  aforementioned  years  respectively  new  elections  shall 
be  held  of  other  trustees  instead  and  in  place  of  those  whose  ap- 
pointments shall  have  ceased  and  terminated,  which  manner  of 
discontinuance,  determination  and  new  appointment  or  elec- 
tion shall  be  continued  on  the  first  Thursday  in  May  in  every 
year  hereafter  forever,  so  that  no  person  shall  be  or  continue  a 
trustee  longer  than  three  years  together  without  being  re- 
elected, which  may  be  done  whenever  and  as  often  as  the  mem- 
bers of  said  congregation  qualified  as  aforesaid  to  vote  shall 
think  fit 

(Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  whenever  any 
vancancy  shall  happen  by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  other 
removal  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees,  an  election 
shall  be  held  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be  done,  and  some  fit 
I>er8on  or  persons  chosen  and  appointed  as  before  directed  to 
supply  such  vacancy  and  that  the  remaining  trustees  have 
power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  electors  of  the  said  congregation 
for  that  purpose. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and 
be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear 
yearly  value,  interest  or  income  of  the  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  the  said 
corporation  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  pounds  current  money 
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of  Pennsylvania  exclusive  of  pew  rents  and  other  free  contri- 
butions belonging  to  the  aforesaid  congregation,  which  said 
money  shall  be  received  by  the  said  trustees  and  disposed  of  by 
them  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  described 
and  directed. 

Passed  September  11,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  140,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXLI. 


AN  ACT  AMENDING  THE  PENAL  LAWS  OF  THIS  STATE. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  thirty-eighth  section  of 
the  second  chapter  of  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth 
it  is  declared,  "That  the  penal  laws  as  heretofore  used  should 
be  reformed  by  the  legislature  of  this  state  as  soon  as  may  be 
and  punishments  made  in  some  cases  less  sanguinary  and  in 
general  more  proportionate  to  the  crimes."  And  by  the  thirty- 
ninth  section  that,  "To  deter  more  effectually  from  the  commis- 
sion of  crimes  by  continued  visible  punishment  of  long  dura- 
tion, and  to  make  sanguinary  punishment  less  necessary, 
houses  ought  to  be  provided  for  punishing  by  hard  labor 
those  who  shall  be  convicted  of  crimes  not  capital,  wherein  the 
criminal  shall  be  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  or  for 
reparation  of  injuries  done  to  private  persons." 

And  whereas  it  is  the  wish  of  every  good  government  to  re- 
claim rather  than  to  destroy,  and  it  being  apprehended  that 
the  cause  of  human  corruptions  proceed  moi*e  from  the  impunity 
of  crimes  than  from  the  moderation  of  punishments,  and  it  hav- 
ing been  found  by  experience  that  the  punishments  directed  by 
the  laws  now  in  force  as  well  for  capital  as  other  inferior  of- 
fences do  not  answer  the  principal  ends  of  society  in  inflicting 
them,  to  wit,  to  correct  and  reform  the  offenders,  and  to  pro- 
duce such  strong  impression  upon  the  minds  of  others  as  to 
deter  them  from  committing  the  like  offences,  which  is  con- 
ceived may  be  better  effected  by  continued  hard  labor,  publicly 
and  disgracefully  imposed  on  persons  convicted  of  them,  not 
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only  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the  convention,  but  in  streets 
of  cities  and  towns,  and  upon  the  highways  of  the  open  country 
and  other  public  works. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
•it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  pains  and  penalties 
hereinafter  mentioned  shall  be  inflicted  upon  the  several  of- 
fenders who  shall  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November  next 
commit  and  be  legally  convicted  of  any  of  the  ofifences  herein- 
after enumerated  aivd  specified  in  lieu  of  the  pains  and  penal- 
ties which  by  law  have  been  heretofore  inflicted,  that  is  to  say, 
every  person  convicted  of  robbery,  burglary,  sodomy  or  bug- 
gary,  or  as  accessory  thereof  before  the  fact,  shall  forfeit  to 
the  commonwealth  all  and  singular  the  lands  and  tenements, 
goods  and  chattels  whereof  he  or  she  was  seized  or  possessed 
at  the  time  the  crime  was  committed,  and  at  any  time  after- 
wards until  convicted  and  be  sentenced  to  undergo  a  servitude 
for  any  term  op  time  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  who  passes 
the  sentence  not  exceeding  ten  years  in  the  public  gaol  or  house 
of  correction  of  the  county  or  city  in  which  the  offence  shall 
have  been  committed  and  kept  at  such  labor  and  fed  and  clothed 
in  such  manner  as  is  hereinafter  directed. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  person  ac- 
cused of  any  of  the  aforesaid  crimes  shall  be  admitted  to  bail 
but  by  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  or  some  or  one  of  them, 
nor  shall  he  or  she  be  tried  but  in  the  supreme  court  or  in  a 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  goal  delivery  held  in 
and  for  the  county  wherein  the  offence  shall  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  peremptorj^  challenges  shall  be  allowed  in  all 
such  cases,  wherein  they  have  been  heretofore  allowed  by  law: 
But  no  attainder  hereafter  shall  work  corruption  of  blood  in 
any  case,  nor  extend  to  the  disinherison  or  prejudice  of  any  per- 
son OP  persons  other  than  the  offender. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  person  convicted  of  horse 
stealing  or  as  accessory  thereof  before  the  fact,  shall  restore 
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the  horse,  mare  or  gelding  stolen  to  the  owner  or  owners 
thereof,  or  shall  pay  to  him,  her  or  them,  the  full  value  thereof^ 
and  also  pay  the  like  value  to  the  commonwealth,  and  more- 
over undergo  a  servitude  for  any  term  not  exceeding  seven 
years  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  which  the  conviction 
shall  be  and  shall  be  confined,  kept  to  hard  labor,  fed  and 
clothed  in  the  manner  as  is  hereinafter  directed;  every  person 
convicted  of  simple  larceny  to  the  value  of  twenty  shillings 
and  upwards  or  as  accessory  thereof  before  the  fact,  shall  re- 
store the  goods  or  chattels  so  stolen  to  the  right  owner  or 
owners  thereof  or  shall  pay  to  him,  her  of  them  the  full  value 
thereof  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  not  be  restored,  and  more- 
over shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  commonwealth  the  like  value 
of  the  goods  and  chattels  stolen,  and  also  undergo  a  servitude 
for  any  term  of  years  not  exceeding  three,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court  before  which  the  conviction  shall  be,  and  shall  be  con- 
fined, kept  to  hard  labor,  fed  and  clothed  in  manner  herein- 
after directed. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  chapter  of  the  constitution  it  is  declared,  "That  in  all  pro- 
secutions for  criminal  offences  a  man  hath  a  right  to  be  heard 
by  himself  and  his  council,  to  demand  the  cause  and  nature 
of  his  accusation,  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses,  to  call 
for  evidence  in  his  favor,  and  a  speedy  public  trial  by  an  impar- 
tial jury  of  the  country  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  which 
jury  he  cannot  be  found  guilty."  Since  which  declaration  it 
is  not  proper  that  persons  accused  of  small  or  petty  larcencies 
should  be  tried  and  convicted  before  two  magistrates  or  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of  larceny  under  five  shillings  * 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  and  that  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  hereafter  feloniously  steal,  take  and  carry  away 
any  goods,  or  chattels  under  the  value  of  twenty  shillings,  the 
same  order  and  course  of  rtrial  shall  be  h^d  and  observed  as  for 
other  simple  larcenies,  and  he,  she  or  they,  being  thereof  le- 

1  Passed  Feb.  24,  1720-21.    Chapter  ^3. 
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gaily  convicted,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  petty  larceny,  and 
shall  restore  the  goods  and  chattels  so  stolen  or  pay  the  full 
value  thereof  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  also  forfeit 
and  pay  the  like  value  to  the  commonwealth  and  be  further 
sentenced  to  undergo  a  servitude  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
year  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  which  such  convic- 
tion shall  be,  and  be  confined,  kept  to  hard  labor,  clothed  and 
fed  in  manner  hereinafter  directed.  And  every  person  con- 
victed of  bigamy  or  of  being  an  accessory  after  the  fact  in  any 
felony,  or  of  receiving  stolen  goods  knowing  them  to  have  been 
stolen,  or  of  any  other  offense  not  capital  for  which  by  the  laws 
now  in  force  burning  in  the  hand,  cutting  off  the  ears,  nailing 
the  ear  or  ears  to  the  pillory,  placing  in  and  upon  the  pillory, 
whipping  or  imprisonment  for  life,  is  or  may  be  inflicted,  shall 
instead  of  such  parts  of  the  punishment,  be  fined,  and  sentenced 
to  undergo  in  like  manner,  and  be  confined,  kept  to  hard  labor, 
fed  and  clothed,  as  is  hereinafter  directed  for  any  term  not  ex- 
ceeding two  years,  which  the  court  before  whom  such  convic- 
tion shall  be,  may  and  shall  in  their  discretion  think  adapted 
to  the  nature  and  heinousness  of  the  offense. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  robbery  or  larceny  of  obliga- 
tions or  bonds,  bills  obligatory,  bills  of  exchange,  promissory 
notes  for  the  payment  of  money,  lottery  tickets,  paper  bills  of 
credit,  certificates  on  loan  on  the  credit  of  this  commonwealth 
or  of  all  or  any  of  the  United  States  of  America  shall  be  punish- 
ed in  the  same  manner  as  robbery  or  larceny  of  any  goods  or 
chattels. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  the  eight  section  of 
the  act  of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  advancement  of 
justice  and  more  certain  administration  thereof,"^  it  is  enacted, 
that  if  any  woman  shall  endeavor  privately  to  conceal  the  death 
of  her  child,  which  by  being  bom  alive,  should  by  the  law  be 
deemed  a  bastard,  so  that  it  may  not  come  to  light,  whether  it 
were  bom  alive  or  not,  and  be  convicted  thereof,  she  shall  suffer 
death  as  in  case  of  murder,  "except  such  mother  can  make  proof 
by  one  witness  at  the  least,  that  the  child,  whose  death  was  by 

>  Passed  May  81, 1718.    Chap.  236. 
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her  so  intended  to  be  so  concealed,  was  bom  dead;"  whereby  the 
bare  concealment  of  the  death  is  made  almost  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  the  child's  being  murdered  by  the  mother  or  by  her 
procurement. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  declared 
and  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  af(er 
the  publication  of  this  act  the  constrained  presumption  that 
the  child  whose  death  is  so  concealed  was  therefore  murdered 
by  the  mother,  shall  not  be  suflBcient  evidence  to  convict  the 
party  indicted  without  probable  presumptive  proof  is  given 
that  the  child  was  born  alive. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  other  felony  or  misde- 
meanor or  offence  whatsoever  not  specially  provided  for  by  this 
act  may  and  shall  be  punished  as  heretofore. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacfed 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  malefactors  sentenced  to 
hard  labor  as  aforesaid  in  punishment  of  their  crimes  may  and 
shall  be  employed  not  only  in  the  gaols  and  houses  of  correc- 
tion of  the  respective  counties  wherein  they  shall  be  confined, 
but  also  in  repairing  and  cleaning  the  streets  of  the  cities  or 
towns,  in  making,  repairing  and  amending  the  public  roads  or 
highways,  in  fortifications,  mines,  and  such  other  hard  and 
laborious  works  within  the  county  where  they  shall  have  been 
convicted,  and  for  the  benefit  of  such  county  as  by  the  courts 
before  whom  they  were  convicted  in  their  discretion  shall  be 
directed:  And  during  the  term  of  their  condemnation  shall  at 
the  public  expense  of  such  county  be  fed  on  such  course  whole- 
some food  as  may  be  sufficient  for  them  and  shall  have  such 
lodgings  as  defend  them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  w^eather 
(and  the  males  have  their  heads  and  beards  close  shaven  at 
least  once  in  every  week)  and  be  clothed  in  habits  of  course 
materials,  uniform  in  color  and  make  and  distinguished  from 
all  others  used  by  the  good  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  and 
also  have  some  visible  mark  on  the  outer  garment  designating 
the  nature  of  the  crime  for  which  sentenced,  that  so  they  may 
be  marked  out  to  public  note  as  well  while  at  their  ordinary  oc- 
cupations as  when  attempting  to  make  their  escapes. 
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(Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  to  the  end  that  the  opulence  of 
the  offender  or  of  his  friends  or  the  indiscreet  bounties  of  indi- 
viduals may  not  disarm  the  public  justice  or  alleviate  those  suf- 
ferings which  making  part  of  the  punishments  intended  by  the 
law  should  be  incurred  equally  by  all,  and  also  to  render  es- 
capes more  difficult,  their  keeper  shall  take  particular  care  that 
no  such  malefactor  use  or  receive  any  clothing  other  than  what 
shall  be  provided  by  the  public  as  is  before  directed,  nor  re- 
ceive, nor  have  in  their  own  keeping  any  weapon,  [arms], 
money  or  other  property,  nor  have  attendants  of  their  own, 
and  all  artitcles  so  prohibited  to  them  and  found  in  their  cus- 
tody or  use  shall  belong  to  him  or  her  who  shall  give  informa- 
tion thereof  to  the  said  keeper  and  demand  delivery  to  be  made 
by  him,  which  the  said  keeper  is  hereby  directed  to  deliver  ac- 
cordingly under  the  penalty  of  ten  pounds.  And  the  sheriff 
of  the  proper  county  to  whom  the  said  malefactors  shall  be 
committed  in  execution  of  their  sentence  shall  from  time  to 
time  with  the  approbation  of  the  justices  of  the  court  of  quar- 
ter sessions  of  the  proper  county  in  open  court  appoint  so  many 
keepers  of  the  said  malefactors  as  shall  be  necessary  whose 
wages  shall  be  ascertained  and  allowed  by  the  said  court  and 
paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  county  out  of  the  moneys  in  his 
hands  raised  for  the  use  of  the  said  county  by  a  warrant  drawn 
by  the  said  sheriff  and  at  least  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
proper  county,  and  that  the  duty  of  the  said  keepers  shall  be  to 
superintend  and  direct  their  labors,  manage  and  attend  to  their 
clothing,  diet  and  lodging,  and  take  care  that  they  be  safely 
kept,  and  the  better  to  effect  this  purpose  they  shall  have  au- 
thority to  confine  in  close  durance  apart  from  all  society  all 
those  who  shall  refuse  to  labor,  be  idle  or  guilty  of  any  tres- 
pasSy  and  during  such  confinement  to  withhold  from  them  all 
sustenance  except  bread  and  water,  and  also  to  put  iron  yokes 
around  their  necks,  chains  upon  their  leg  or  legs  or  otherwise 
restrain  in  irons  such  as  shall  be  incorrigible  or  irreclaimable 
wtthout  such  severity. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIII.  1^.  L.)  Aiid  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  ttie  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  court  X)f  quarter  ses- 
tions  of  the  county  wherein  the  malefactors  labor  shall  have 
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power  either  ex-officio  or  upon  information  against  any  such 
keeper  for  partiality  or  cruelty  to  call  before  them  such  keei>er, 
together  with  the  material  witnesses  and  inquire  into  his  con- 
duct, and  if  it  shall  appear  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  gross 
partiality  or  cruelty,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said 
court  to  suspend  or  remove  him-,  and  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  when  sitting  in  banc  or  any  of  the  judges  when  ui>on  the 
circuit  either  on  their  own  motion  or  on  complaint  made  by  any 
other  may  take  original  cognizance  of  the  misbehaviours  of  any 
keeper  and  remove  him  from  office  if  they  see  cause  and  in  case 
of  suspension  or  removal  of  all  or  any  of  the  said  keepers  either 
by  the  justices  of  the  quarter  sessions  or  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court,  the  sheriff  of  the  proper  county  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  justices  of  the  quarter  sessions  of  the  same  county 
shall  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint  other 
keeper  or  keepers  in  the  room  of  such  as  shall  have  been  so  sus- 
pended or  removed. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  of  the  said  keepers  shall 
be  exempted  from  being  in  the  militia  and  from  all  fines  and 
duties  on  that  account.  And  if  any  malefactor  shall  escape 
from  his  or  her  keeper  or  absent  himself  or  herself  from  his  or 
her  labor  without  good  cause,  to  be  judged  of  by  the  court 
whereby  he  or  she  was  condemned,  the  term  of  his  or  her  servi- 
tude shall  by  the  order  of  such  court  made  on  record  be  length- 
ened two  days  for  every  one  he  or  she  shall  be  absent. 

(Section  XV.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  many  young  persons  from 
habits  of  idleness  and  intemperance  and  from  want  of  a  pious 
education  are  drawn  unwarily  into  the  commisi^on  of  crimes 
and  are  apprehended  and  brought  to  punishment  before  they  be- 
come so  hardened  as  to  be  void  of  shame  or  beyond  the  hoi)e  of 
being  reclaimed. 

[Section  XI.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  keepers  aforesaid  shall  endeavor  as  much  as  In 
them  lies  to  separate  as  well  those  who  are  confined  to  labor 
within  doors,  as  those  that  shall  be  employed  without  in  such 
manner  as  that  the  old  and  hardened  offenders  be  prevented 
from  mixing  with  and  thereby  contaminating  and  eradicating 
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the  remaining  seeds  of  virtue  and  goodness  in  the  young  and 
unwary,  and  the  men  from  an  improper  intercourse  with  the 
women. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  sheriffs  or  keepers 
of  the  gaols  and  the  keepers  of  the  work-houses  or  houses  of 
correction  in  the  several  counties  of  this  state  shall  once  in 
every  three  months  or  oftener  if  required,  furnish  the  commis- 
sioners of  their  respective  counties  with  a  complete  calender  or 
list  of  all  persons  committed  to  their  respective  custody  under 
sentence  of  such  servitude,  together  with  the  names  of  their 
crimes,  the  term  of  their  servitude,  in  what  court  condemned, 
the  ages  and  description  of  the  persons  of  such  as  shall  appear 
to  be  too  old  and  infirm  or  otherwise  incapable  to  undergo  hard 
labor  out  of  the  gaols  or  work-houses,  and  the  said  commission- 
ers shall  at  the  charge  of  the  proper  county  provide  for  the 
clothing  and  the  food  hereinbefore  directed  for  them,  and  also 
such  articles  and  materials  of  labor  and  manufacture  as  shall 
be  most  suitable  for  the  employment  of  all  those  who  are  capa- 
ble of  labor  or  manufacture,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  said 
gaoler,  sheriff  or  other  work-house  keeper,  taking  a  receipt 
therefor,  and  that  the  sheriff,  gaoler  and  work-house  keeper 
shall  render  an  account  quarterly  or  oftener  if  required  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  work  done  by  the  said  malefactors  and 
dispose  of  the  same  in  such  manner  as  the  commissioners  shall 
direct.  And  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized 
from  time  to  time  to  draw  orders  or  give  their  warrants  on  the 
treasurer  of  the  proper  county  for  the  advance  of  such  sums  as 
they  shall  thing  reasonable  and  necessary  for  carrying  this  act 
into  execution,  and  all  expenses  and  charges  incurred  or  to  be 
incurred  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  levied  and  raised  as  other 
county  charges  are,  and  be  accounted  for  in  like  manner.  , 

(Section  XVII.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  encourage  those  of- 
fenders in  whom  the  love  of  virtue  and  the  shame  of  vice  is  not 
wholly  extinguished  to  set  about  a  sincere  and  actual  repen- 
tance and  reformation*  of  life  and  conduct*  so  as  at  the  expira- 
tion of  their  terms  of  servitude  they  may  become  useful  mem- 
bers of  society. 
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[Section  XIII.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  anthority  afore- 
said, That  upon  the  application  of  any  of  the  said  malefactore 
or  any  other  in  their  behalf  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
court  in  which  they  were  convicted  at  and  before  the  expiration 
of  their  servitude  to  make  inquiry  as  well  of  the  sheriff,  gaoler 
or  keeper  of  the  work-house  or  house  of  correction  as  of  the 
keeper  and  keepers  and  others  concerning  the  conduct  and  be- 
haviour of  such  applicant  during  his  or  her  servitude,  and,  if  it 
shall  appear  thereupon  to  them  that  such  i)erson  hath  labored 
faithfully  without  attempting  an  escape  and  evidenced  by  a 
patient  submission  to  the  justice  of  their  punishment  a  sincere 
reformation,  then  and  in  such  case  the  said  court  shall  grant 
to  everj^  such  person  a  certificate  thereof  which  shall  also  be 
recorded  without  fee  in  the  proceedings  of  such  court,  and  shall 
thereupon  operate  as  a  discharge  from  all  claims  and  demands 
of  the  party  injured  and  also  as  a  pardon  of  the  guilt  and  infamy 
of  the  offence,  and  give  him  or  her  a  new  capacity  and  credit. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XVIII.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  profits  arising  from  the 
work,  labor  and  services  of  malefactors  in  pursuance  of  this 
act  shall  be  applied  towards  the  payment  of  the  fees  of  their 
prosecutions  and  the  expenses  which  shall  accrue  in  making 
the  necessary  provision  for  clothing,  maintaining  and  keeping 
them,  and  if  there  should  be  any  surplus,  the  same  shall  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  for  the  use  of  the  proper  county. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XIX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force 
and  take  effect  within  this  commonwealth  from  and  after  the 
first  of  November  next. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XX.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless 
and  be  it  further  provided  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if 
any  person  shall  be  convicted  in  any  county  within  this  state 
of  any  offence  which  had  been  committed  before  the  publication 
of  this  act  and  for  which  he  or  she  by  the  laws  now  in  force 
would  be  liable  to  suffer  the  pains  of  death  that  if  such  convict 
openly  pray  the  court  before  which  such  conviction  shall  be 
had,  that  sentence  be  passed  upon  him  or  her  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act  for  like  offence,  that  then  and  in  such 
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case  the  court  shall  pass  like  sentence  against  such  convict  and 
to  similar  effect  and  not  otherwise  as  if  the  offence  of  which 
such  person  shall  be  so  convicted  had  been  committed  after  the 
first  of  November  next. 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XXI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  and 
have  effect  as  to  the  therein  offences  mentioned  and  provided 
for,  which  shall  have  been  committed  within  three  years  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  November  next,  and  to  the  end  of  the 
next  succeeding  session  of  the  general  assembly  and  no  longer. 

(Section  XXII.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  Tliat  the  force 
and  operation  thereof  as  to  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  so 
offend  within  the  same  terms  shall  not  be  vacated  nor  affected 
thereby,  but  the  same  sentences  and  every  of  them  shall  be  pro- 
nounced, remain  valid  and  be  executed  in  their  full  extent  on 
all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  last  aforesaid. 

(Section  XXIII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that 
there  may  be  but  one  or  few  offenders  convicted  and  sentenced 
to  hard  labor  and  other  punishment  in  pursuance  of  this  act 
within  any  county,  whereby  the  burden  upon  the  same  county 
may  be  needlessly  great  and  it  would  further  the  good  designs 
of  the  legislature  in  making  the  foregoing  alterations  in  the 
penal  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  lessen  the  charges  of 
carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  execution,  if  in  proper 
cases  the  said  offender  or  offenders  may  be  renroved  to  some 
other  county  or  counties  there  to  be  imprisoned  and  treated 
according  to  their  several  sentences: 

Therefore: 

[Section  XVIII.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  the  president  or  vice  president  in  council  upon  application 
for  that  purpose  made  by  the  commissioners  of  any  county 
within  this  commonwealth  at  their  discretion  may  if  they  think 
proper  authorize  and  direct  by  warrant  under  the  less  seal  the 
removal  of  any  convict  or  convicts  by  virtue  of  this  act  from 
any  one  or  more  of  the  counties  of  this  commonwealth  to  any 
other  of  the  counties  of  the  same,  there  to  be  held,  imprisoned, 
kept  at  labor,  fed  and  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had 
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severally  remained  in  the  county  where  they  or  either  of  them 
was  or  were  convicted;  and  the  commissioners  of  the  county 
to  which  any  such  convict  or  convicts  shall  be  so  removed  as 
aforesaid  shall  have  authority  to  draw  an  order  or  orders  from 
time  to  time  or  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary  upon  the  treas- 
urer of  the  county  from  whence  any  convict  or  convicts  shall 
have  been  so  removed  for  all  expenses  which  shall  or  may  ac- 
crue in  removing,  feeding  and  clothing  such  convict  or  convicts, 
which  order  or  orders  the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county  from 
which  such  convict  or  convicts  was  removed  shall  accept  and 
pay. 

Passed  September  15,  1786.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  112,  etc. 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  27,  1789,  Chapter  1409; 
April  5,  1790,  Chapter  1516. 


CHAPTER  MOCXLII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ALTERING  AND  AMENDING  AN  ACT  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT 
TO  REGULATE  THE  GENERAL  ELECTIONS  OP  TfflS  COMMON- 
WEALTH AND  TO  PREVENT  FRAUDS  THEREIN."  i 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  was  enacted  and  provided  in 
and  by  an  act  of  general  assembly  of  this  commonwealth  pub- 
lished on  the  thirteenth  day  of  September  last,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  general  elections  of  this  commonwealth  and  to 
prevent  frauds  therein,"  with  design  to  prevent  the  committing 
of  irregularities  and  abuses  during  the  night  time,  that  the  gen- 
eral elections  of  this  commonwealth  shall  begin  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  the  month  of  October  annually  between  the  hours 
of  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  and  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  same  day  and  the  poll  whereof  shall  be  carred  on  without 
interruption  or  adjournment  until  the  hour  of  seven  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  other  than  the  elections  to  be 
holden  for  the  city  and  county  Of  Philadelphia,  the  poll 
whereof  shall  be  carried  on  without  interruption  or  adjonm- 
1  Passed  Sept.  13,  1785.    Chap.  1175. 
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ment  until  eight  o^clock  of  the  same  day,  and  no  votes  shall  be 
received  afterwards: 

And  whereas  divers  freemen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  have 
by  their  petition  to  this  general  assembly  represented  that  at 
the  last  general  election  which  was  holden  for  the  said  city  on 
the  second  Tuesday  which  was  in  the  month  of  October  last, 
the  hours  so  as  aforesaid  limited  for  closing  the  poll  of  the  same 
election  was  found  to  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the 
legal  electors  and  that  many  of  the  same  electors  by  the  short- 
ness of  the  time  so  as  aforesaid  allowed  for  the  holding  of  the 
same  election  were  excluded  from  giving  their  votes  and 
thereby  greatly  aggrieved: 

And  whereas  the  limiting  of  the  elections  aforesaid  to  any 
hour  whatever  at  which  time  the  poll  thereof  shall  be  closed 
and  after  which  no  more  votes  shall  be  taken  has  a  tendency  to 
abuse  by  tempting  the  officers  who  may  be  employed  in  hold- 
ing such  elections  to  misspend  the  time  so  allotted  for  holding 
the  same: 

And  whereas  divers  other  alterations  in  the  aforesaid  act  are 
deemed  expedient: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  [of  the  same,]  That  from  and  after  the 
publication  of  this  act  at  every  of  the  general  elections  aforesaid 
or  at  any  special  election  to  be  holden  for  electing  a  representa- 
tive or  representatives  to  sit  in  the  general  assembly  or  a  coun- 
sellor, the  same  election  shall  be  holden  and  continue  without 
interruption  or  adjournment  until  the  qualified  electors  who 
shall  come  to  the  same  election  shall  have  full  opportunity  to 
give  in  their  respective  votes. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  was  also  enacted  and 
provided  by  the  said  recited  act  that  the  justices  of  the  peace 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  several  counties  at  their 
general  quarter  sessions  shall  nominate  three  able  and  intelli- 
gent freeholders  residing  within  the  district  of  any  county 
which  is  divided  into  districts  for  the  purpose  of  holding  elec- 
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tions  or  otherwise  residing  within  the  county  as  judges  of  elec- 
tion to  be  holden  in  each  district  or  place  as  aforesaid: 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  judges  of  election  should  be  by  inspectors 
legally  chosen: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  inspectors  who  shall  be  chosen  in  pursuance  of 
the  said  act  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  or  a  majority  of  them 
shall  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  any  election  at  their  meeting 
in  the  place  appointed  for  holding  the  election  in  the  said  city 
choose  and  take  to  their  assistance  six  respectable  and  discreet 
freeholders  who  shall  be  the  judges  of  the  election  for  the  said 
city  and  the  inspectors  chosen  in  any  other  district  or  a  majority 
of  them  at  their  meeting  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  any  elec- 
tion shall  choose  three  reputable  and  discreet  freeholders  who 
shall  be  the  judges  of  the  election  in  the  resi)ective  districts. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act  one  inspector  only  shall  be  chosen  for  each  township, 
ward  or  district  within  the  several  counties  of  this  common- 
wealth except  for  the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  for  which  two  inspectors  shall  be  chosen 
as  heretofore. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  upon  the 
construction  of  the  thirty-first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this  state  towards  paying  the 
annual  interest  of  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  fund- 
ing and  paying  the  public  debts  of  this  state,"^  passed  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-five,  whether  ministers  of  the  gospel,  mechanics, 
manufacturers  and  school-masters,  who  are  not  possessed  of 
taxable  property  agreeably  to  the  enumeration  in  the  said  act 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  any  general  election: 

In  order  therefore  to  remove  any  doubts  or  misconstruction 
on  that  subject: 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
no  minister  of  the  Gospel,  mechanic,  manufacturer  or  school- 

2Chapter  1137. 
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master  shall  be  considered  as  disqualified  from  giving  their 
votes  at  any  general  election  on  account 'of  any  exemption 
from  taxes  in  the  said  act. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  election  districts  by 
law  established  in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Chester,  Lan- 
caster, York,  Cumberland,  Bedford,  Northumberland,  West- 
moreland and  Dauphin  are  found  to  be  inconvenient: 

Therefore: 

[Section  V.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  elections  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  exclusive  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  in  three  districts, 
viz:  The  freemen  of  the  district  of  Southwark  and  of  the  town- 
ships  of  Northern  Liberties,  Moyamensing,  Passyunk,  Blockley 
and  Kingsessing  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  state  house  in 
Philadelphia,  and  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Germantown^ 
Roxborough  and  Bristol  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  Union 
School  house  in  Germantown,  and  the  freemen  of  the  other 
townships  in  the  said  county  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the 
house  of  John  Barnesly  in  Bustletown  in  the  township  of  Lower 
Dublin. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  elections  for  the 
county  of  Chester,  which  for  that  purpose  shall  be  divided  into 
four  districts,  shall  be  holden  at  four  places,  viz:  the  freemen 
of  the  townships  of  Goshen,  East  Bradford,  West  Bradford, 
West-town,  Concord,  Thornbury,  Birmingham,  Edgemont,  East- 
town,  Kennett,  Pennsbury,  Newlin,East  Fallowfield,Willistown 
and  Bethel,  being  the  first  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at 
the  court  house  in  the  townships  of  Goshen;  the  freemen  oi 
the  townships  of  Tredyffrin,  West  Whiteland,  East-Cain,  West 
Cain,  West  Nantmill,  East  Nantmill,  Charlestown,  Uwchland, 
Pikeland,  Vincent,  Coventry  and  East  Whiteland,  being  the 
second  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  sign  of  the  Red 
Lyon  in  the  township  of  Uwchland;  the  freemen  of  the  town- 
ships of  London-Grove,  London-Britain,  Londonderry,  New  Lon- 
don, New  Garden,  East  Marlborough,  West  Marlborough,  East 
Nottingham,  West  Nottingham,  West  Fallowfield,  Oxford  and 
Sadsbury,  being  the  third  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at 
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Chatham,  formerly^  called  the  Half -Way  House;  the  freemen  of 
the  townships  of  Chester,  Upper  Chichester,  Lower  Chichester, 
Ashtown,  Middletown,  Upper  and  Nether  Providence,  Ridgley, 
Marple,  Springfield,  Darby,  Haverford,  Radnor,  Tinnicnm  and 
Newtown,  being  the  fourth  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at 
the  house  of  Mary  Withy  in  the  town  of  Chester. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  there  has  been  any  courts 
held  at  the  new  court  house  in  the  township  of  Goshen  in  tlie 
county  of  Chester  and  it  may  be  doubtful  where  to  make  the 
returns  of  the  district  elections  in  and  for  said  county : 

[Section  VII.]  Be  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  the  returns  of  the  district  elections  in  and  for  the 
county  of  Chester  shall  be  made  at  the  new  court  house  in  the 
township  of  Goshen  in  said  county. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  from  henceforth  the  elections 
for  the  county  of  Lancaster,  which  for  that  purpose  shall  be 
divided  into  four  districts,  shall  be  holden  at  the  four  fol- 
lowing places,  viz:  the  freemen  of  the  borough  of  Lancaster 
and  of  the  townships  of  Lancaster,  Strasburg,  Warwick,  Eliza- 
beth, Manheim,  Hempfield,  Manor,  Conestoga,  Cocolico  and 
Lampeter,  being  the  first  district  shall  hold  their  elections  at 
the  court  house  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster;  the  freemen  of 
the  townships  of  Little  Britain  Drumore,  Bart,  Colerain,  Mar- 
tick  and  Sadsbury  being  in  the  second  district  shall  hold 
their  elections  at  the  house  of  Colonel  James  Porter  in  Drum- 
more  township;  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Kaphoe,  Don- 
egal and  Mountjoy,  being  in  the  third  district,  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  of  Michael  Nicholas  at  the  cross  roads 
in  Donegal  township;  and  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of 
Camarvan,  Brecknock,  Earl,  Leacock  and  Salsbury  being  in 
the  fourth  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of 
Thomas  Henderson  in  New  Holland. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XL  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  freemen  of  the  township 
of  Paradise  in  the  county  of  York  shall  hold  their  election  at 
the  court  house  in  the  town  of  York  in  the  said  county. 

[Section  X.]    (Section  XII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  townships  of  Newton, 
Hopewell  and  Shippensburg  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  shall 
be  the  fifth  district  and  the  freemen  of  the  said  townships  shall 
hold  their  annual  election  at  the  public  school  house  in  the 
town  of  Shippensburg. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  freemen  of  the  second  dis- 
trict in  the  county  of  Bedford  shall  henceforth  meet  and  hold 
their  annual  election  at  the  house  of  William  Kemey  in  said 
district  and  that  the  freemen  of  the  townships  of  Frankstown 
and  Morrisons  Cove  shall  be  henceforth  the  sixth  district  in  the 
said  county  and  shall  meet  and  hold  their  annual  elections  at 
the  house  of  Lazarus  Lowry  at  Frankstown,  any  law  or  custom 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Section  XIL  (Section  XIV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  freemen  of  Potter's  town- 
ship in  the  county  of  Northumberland  shall  henceforth  hold 
their  annual  elections  at  the  house  of  George  McCormick  in 
Penn's  Valley  in  Potter's  township  and  be  called  the  fifth  dis- 
trict of  the  county  aforesaid. 

(Section  XV.  P.L.)  And  whereas  the  commissioners  who  were 
appointed  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  proper  place  for  holding 
the  courts  of  justice  in  and  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland 
haye  fixed  that  the  same  courts  be  hereafter  holden  at  Greenlh 
burg,  otherwise,  Newtown: 

[Section  XIIL]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  Greensburg  shall  hereafter  be  the  place  of 
election  of  the  fifth  district  of  Westmoreland  county  and  that 
at  all  future  elections  for  the  same  county  the  electors  resid- 
ing within  the  same  district  shall  attend  and  vote  at  the  court 
house  in  Greensburg  aforesaid  and  that  the  returns  to  be  made 
of  inspectors  elect  be  made  at  the  said  court  house  in  Greens- 
burg and  not  at  Hanna'stown,  the  act  of  assembly  for  regulat- 
ing general  elections  notwithstanding.  Provided  nevertheless. 
That  as  the  said  electors  may  not  be  duly  informed  of  this 
alteration  of  the  place  for  holding  the  next  ensuing  election 
the  same  shall  be  holden  at  Hanna'stown  as  heretofore. 


296        ^  '  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1786 

(Section  XVI.)  And  whereas  the  next  courts  of  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  and  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  West- 
moreland happen  to  begin  this  year  on  the  day  which  is  ap- 
pointed for  holding  the  general  election: 

[Section  XIV.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  all  freemen  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland 
who  be  duly  qualified  to  vote  at  the  general  elections  of  the 
sdme  county  and  who  shall  be  called  to  attend  at  the  same 
courts  as  justices,  jurors,  attorneys,  witnesses  or  parties  in 
any  action  or  prosecution  therein  depending  shall  be  allowed 
at  the  next  election  to  deliver  in  their  votes  at  Hanna'stown 
to  any  inspector  of  the  fifth  district  of  the  said  county,  the 
act  of  general  assembly  for  regulating  general  elections  not- 
withstanding. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XVII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  freemen  of  the  fourth 
district  of  the  county  of  Dauphin  shall  henceforth  meet  and 
hold  their  annual  election  at  Cline's  mill  in  said  district  and 
that  the  freemen  of  East  Hanover  and  Bethel  townships,  being 
part  of  the  first  district  in  said  county,  shall  hold  their  annual 
election  at  the  house  of  Matthias  Henings  in  Williamsburg  in 
Bethel  township,  being  the  fifth  district. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XVIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  act 
entitled  ^*An  act  to  regulate  the  general  elections  of  the  com- 
monwealth and  to  prevent  frauds  therein,"^  enacted  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  September  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-five  as  is  by  this  act  altered,  amended  or  supplied  shall 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 

Passed  19th  September,  1786.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  117,  etc. 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  September  7,  1789,  Chapter  1428; 
February  15,  1799,  Chapter  2020. 

1  Antl. 
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CHAPTER  MCX3XLIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  AND  DIRECT  ANN  McFARREN,  JOHN  AGNEW 
AND  WILLIAM  McCLEAN  ADMINISTRATORS  OF  ALL  AND  SINGULAR 
THE  GOODS  AND  CHATTELS,  RIGHTS  AND  CREDITS  WHICH  WERE 
OF  AMOS  McGINLEY,  DECEASED,  TO  CONVEY  CERTAIN  LANDS  IN 
HAMILTON'S  BANN  AND  CUMBERLAND  TOWNSHIPS  IN  YORK 
COUNTY  TO  SUNDRY  PERSONS  FOR  WHOM  THE  SAID  AMOS  Mc- 
GINLEY WAS  TRUSTEE  AND  TO  VEST  THE  SAME  IN  THE  GRANTEES. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  forty-one  James  McGinley,  Archibald 
Baird,  John  Withrow  and  Jeremiah  Lockry  contracted  with 
Charles  Carol,  Esquire,  for  the  purchase  of  a  certain  tract  of 
land  called  Carol's  Delight,  then  supposed  to  be  in  Frederick 
county  Maryland  but  which  by  the  running  of  the  line  between 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  is  situated  in  Hamilton's  Bann  and 
Cumberland  townships  in  the  said  county  of  York,  containing 
five  thousand  acres  be  the  same  more  or  less: 

And  whereas  the  said  Charles  Carol  by  the  same  agreement 
was  not  obliged  to  convey  any  *part  of  the  premises  until  the 
whole  of  the  purchase  money  was  paid  but  the  said  purchasers 
having  divided  the  said  land  into  several  lots  and  sold  the 
greater  part  of  them  and  most  of  the  under  purchasers  having 
paid  the  said  Charles  Carrol  or  the  said  first  purchasers  for 
their  respective  shares,  the  said  Charles  Carrol  conveyed  (by 
the  consent  of  all  the  contracting  parties)  the  shares  t)f  such 
under  purchasers  as  had  so  paid  in  fee;  but  there  being  at  the 
time  when  Charles  Carrol  executed  said  respective  deeds  one 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds  sterling  due  by  David  Blythe, 
Moses  McClean,  William  Waugh,  James  Brice,  John  Maginley 
and  James  Stephenson,  or  those  under  whom  they  claim.  And 
for  which  sum  of  money  a  certain  Amos  McGinley  and  the  said 
William  Withrow  gave  their  joint  and  several  bonds  to  the 
said  Charles  Carrol: 

And  whereas  the  said  Charles  Carrol  by  his  deed  bearing 
date  the  twentieth  day  of  December  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  for  and  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  five  pounds  sterling  to  him  in  hand  paid  by 


298  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1786 

the  said  Amos  McGinley,  conveyed  to  the  said  Amos  McGinley 
and  his  heirs  and  assigns  as  well  the  purpart  and  share  of  the 
said  Amos  in  the  laud  aforesaid  as  the  parts  thereof  which  hath 
been  contracted  and  paid  for  by  the  said  David  Blythe,  Moses 
McClean,  William  Waugh,  James  Brice,  John  McGinley  and 
James  Stephenson  or  those  under  whom  they  claimed  and  for 
whom  the  name  of  the  said  Amos  McGinley  was  used  in  trust 
for  there  respective  share  and  the  said  Amos  was  to  have  con- 
veyed to  them  accordingly: 

And  whereas  the  said  Amos  afterwards  died  intestate  with- 
out having  executed  any  conveyances  or  releases  to  the  said 
David  Blythe,  Moses  McClean,  William  Waugh,  James  Brice, 
John  Maginley  and  James  Stephenson  or  any  or  either  of  them: 

And  whereas  after  the  death  of  the  said  Amos  McGinley 
administration  of  all  and  singular  the  goods  and  chattels, 
rights  and  credits  which  were  of  the  said  Amos  McGinley,  de- 
ceased, at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  due  form  of  [law]  was  com- 
mitted to  Ann,  the  widow  of  said  intestate  (since  intermarried 
with  Samuel  McFarren)  and  John  Aguew  and  William  Mc- 
Clean: 

An  whereas  the  said  Amos  McGinley  left  lawful  issue  to 
survive  him,  to  wit:  James  McGinley,  his  eldest  son,  now  of 
full  age,  and  Hance  McGinley,  Temperance  McGinley,  Samuel 
McGinley,  Amos  McGinley  and  Sarah  McGinley,  who  are  under 
age: 

And  whereas  the  said  David  Blythe,  Moses  McClean,  William 
Waugh,  James  Brice,  John  Maginley  and  James  Stephenson 
have  presented  their  petition  and  prayed  that  a.  law  may  be 
enacted  to  direct  and  oblige  the  said  Ann  McFarren,  John 
Agnew  and  William  McClean  or  any  two  of  them  or  the  sur- 
vivor or  survivors  of  them  to  execute,  deliver  and  acknowledge 
such  deed  and  deeds,  conveyance  and  conveyances  to  the  said 
petitioners  respectively  in  fee  for  their  respective  shares  op 
lots  of  the  said  land  on  payment  of  their  parts  of  said  purchase 
money  which  were  not  paid  to  said  Amos  McGinley  as  the  said 
Amos  McGinley  in  his  life  time  could  or  ought  to  have  done: 

An  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  by  the  said  Ann  Mc- 
Farren, John  Agnew  and  William  McClean,  administrators  as 
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aforesaid,  and  by  William  Waugh  and  Andrew  Hart,  the 
guardians  of.  the  said  minor  children,  and  also  by  the  said 
James  McGinley,  the  son  of  said  intestate,  that  the  facts  as 
before  stated  are  just  and  true  and  have  recommended  that 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  should  be  allowed: 

And  whereas  it  is  highly  reasonable  and  proper  that  in 
such  a  case  provision  should  be  made  and  relief  [be]  granted 
bylaw: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  same.  That  the  said  Ann  McFarren,  John  Agnew 
and  William  McGlean  or  any  two  of  them  or  the  survivor  of 
them  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  authorized  and  empow- 
ered (upon  the  said  David  Blythe,  Moses  McClean,  William 
Waugh,  James  Brice,  John  Maginley  and  James  Stephenson  re- 
spectively paying  and  discharging  any  arrearages  which  may  be 
due  by  them  respectively  to  the  administrators  of  the  said  Amos 
McGinley  of,  for  or  concerning  their  respective  lots  and  parts 
of  the  said  land  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  their  respective  purchases  by  proi)er  deeds  well  and  truly 
to  be  executed,  delivered  and  acknowledged  to  convey  to  the 
said  David  Blythe,  Moses  McClean,  William  Waugh,  James 
Brice,  John  Maginley  and  James  Stephenson  respectively,  in 
fee,  their  several  and  respective  shares  and  lots  of  the  said  land 
according  to  the  proportions  of  the  several  purchases  and  con- 
tracts of  the  said  David  Blythe,  Moses  McClean,  William 
Waugh,  James  Brice,  John  Maginley  and  James  Stephenson. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  upon  the  execution  and  deliv- 
ery of  the  said  deeds  respectively  by  the  said  Ann  McParren, 
John  Agnew  and  William  McClean  or  any  two  of  them  or  the 
survivor  of  them  to  the  said  David  Blythe,  Moses  McClean,  Wil- 
liam Waugh,  James  Brice,  John  Maginley  and  James  Stephen- 
son respectively  for  their  several  and  respective  parts  and  lots 
of  the  said  land  in  manner  aforesaid,  that  they  the  said 
David  Blythe,  Moses  McClean,  William  Waugh,  James  Brice, 
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John  Maginley  and  James  Stephenson  shall  be  severally  and 
respectively  seized  in  fee  of  their  said  several  lots  and  parts 
of  the  said  land  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  if  the  same  had 
been  conveyed  by  the  said  Amos  McGinley  in  his  lifetime. 
Passed  September  21,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  134,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXLIY. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  NORTHERN  PART  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND  INTO  A  SEPARATE  COUNTY. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  of  Northumberland  have  by  their 
petition  to  the  general  assembly  of  this  state  represented  the 
inconveniences  which  they  are  subject  to  by  the  large  extent 
of  the  said  county  of  Xorthumberland  and  the  great  distance 
which  the  said  petitioners  dwell  from  the  county  town  where 
the  courts  of  justice  and  the  public  offices  of  the  same  county 
are  held  and  kept: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  all  and  singular  the  lands  lying 
within  that  part  of  the  county  of  Northumberland  which  lie 
within  the  bounds  and  limits  herein  after  described  shall  be 
erected  into  a  separate  county.  That  is  to  say:  Beginning  at  the 
mouth  of  Nescopeck  creek  and  running  along  the  south  bank 
thereof  eastward  to  the  head  of  said  creek,  from  thence  a  due 
east  course  to  the  head  branch  of  Lehigh  creek,  then  along  the 
east  bank  of  said  Lehigh  creek  to  the  head  thereof,  from  thence 
a  due  north  course  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state, 
thence  westward  along  the  said  boundary  till  it  crosses  the 
east  branch  of  Susquehanna,  and  then  along  the  said  northern 
boundary  fifteen  miles  west  of  the  said  river  Susquehanna, 
thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the  head  of  Towanda  creek,  thence 
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along  the  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  east  branch  of 
the  Susquehanna  from  those  of  the  west  branch  to  a  point  due 
west  from  the  mouth  of  Nescopeck  creek,  thence  east  to  the 
place  of  beginning  which  shall  from  hence  forth  be  known  and 
called  by  the  name  of  Luzerne  county. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
county  of  Luzerne  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  enjoy  all  and 
singular  the  jurisdictions,  powers,  rights,  liberties  and  privi- 
leges whatsoever,  which  the  inhabitants  of  any  other  county 
of  this  state  do,  may  of  ought  to  enjoy  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  said  state. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  courts  of  common  pleas  and 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  to  be  holden  in  and  for 
the  said  county  of  Luzerne  shall  be  opened  and  held  on  the 
Tuesday  succeeding  the  Tuesday  on  which  the  court  of  North- 
umberland is  held  in  each  and  every  term  hereafter,  and  that 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall  sit  three  days  at  each  ses- 
sions and  no  longer  and  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Zebulon 
Butler  in  the  town  of  Wilkesbarre  in  the  said  county  of  Luzerne 
until  a  court  house  shall  be  built  as  herein  after  directed  in  the 
said  county,  which  said  courts  shall  then  be  holden  and  kept 
at  the  said  court  house  on  the  days  and  times  before  mentioned. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  for 
the  said  county  of  Luzerne  shall  be  elected  from  time  to  time 
by  the  freeholders  of  the  same  within  the  three  following  dis- 
tricts, viz.:  All  the  lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  north- 
east branch  of  the  river  Susquehanna  within  the  said  county 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Nescopeck  creek  to  the  mouth  of  Tagues 
creek  to  be  the  first  district  and  all  the  lands  on  the  west  side 
of  the  said  river  from  the  division  line  of  the  county  of  North- 
umberland to  a  line  opposite  the  mouth  of  Tagues  creek  to  be 
the  second  district  and  all  the  lands  within  the  remainder 
of  said  county  to  the  northern  boundary  [thereof]  to  be  the 
third  district,  in  which  said  districts  there  shall  severally  be 
elected  four  justices  of  the  peace  elect  to  be  returned  to  the 
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supreme  executive  council  of  whom  two  shall  be  commissioned 
for  each  district. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  suit  or  prosecution  which 
hath  been  heretofore  commenced  or  which  shall  be  commenced 
in  the  courts  of  the  said  county  of  Northumberland  before  the 
courts  of  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  shall  be  severally  opened, 
shall  be  delayed,  discontinued  or  affected  by  this  act,  but  the 
same  shall  proceed  to  judgment  and  execution  shall  be  issued 
and  done  of  all  such  judgments  by  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of 
Northumberland  county  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  sheriff,  treasurers,  pro- 
thonotaries,  collectors  of  excise  and  all  such  officers  as  have 
heretofore  usually  given  surety  for  the  faithful  discharge  of 
their  respective  offices  who  shall  hereafter  be  appointed  op 
elected  in  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  before  they  or  any  of  them 
shall  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices  shall 
give  sufficient  security  in  the  same  sums,  in  the  same  manner 
and  form  and  for  the  same  uses,  trusts  and  purposes  as  such 
officers  for  the  time  being  are  obliged  by  law  to  do  in  the  county 
of  Northumberland. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIIL  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  at  the  first  general  election 
to  be  holden  for  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  at  the  house  of 
Zebulon  Butler  in  the  town  of  Wilkesbarre  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  October  next  there  shall  be  chosen  one  represent- 
ative to  serve  in  the  general  assembly,  one  counsellor,  two 
fit  persons  for  sheriffs  and  two  fit  persons  for  coroners  and  three 
commissioners  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  rules, 
regulations  and  penalties  as  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
state  are  directed  in  respect  to  the  other  counties,  and  the  said 
representative,  counsellor  and  other  officers  when  chosen  and 
duly  qualified  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  such 
powers,  authorities  and  privileges  in  and  for  their  county,  as 
such  officers  elected  in  and  for  any  other  county  may,  can  or 
ought  to  have  and  that  the  said  representative,  counsellor  and 
other  officers  shall  be  elected  at  the  court-house  to  be  erected 
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in  and  for  the  said  county  whenever  the  same  shall  be  erected. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Zebulon  Butler,  Nathaniel 
Landen,  Jonah  Rogers,  John  Philips  and  Simon  Spawlding  are 
hereby  appointed  trustees  for  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  and 
they,  or  any  three  of  them  shall  take  assurances  of  and  for 
a  piece  of  land  situated  in  some  convenient  place  in  or  near 
Wilkesbarre  within  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  for  the  seat  of  a 
court-house  and  of  a  county  gaol  or  prison  for  the  said  county 
in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  in  trust  and  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  and  thereupon  to 
erect  a  court-house  and  prison  sufficient  to  accommodate  the 
public  service  of  the  said  county. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  commissioners  shall  lay, 
assess,  and  levy  sufficient  sums  of  money  within  the  said  county, 
as  county  rates  and  levies  are  raised  and  levied  to  pay  for  the 
said  piece  of  land  and  for  the  building  and  finishing  the  said 
court-house  and  gaol,  provided  the  sums  so  to  be  laid  and  levied 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid  exceed  not  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds  and  the  money  so  raised  as  aforesaid  shall  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  trustees  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  trustees  shall  from  time  to  time  render  a  faithful  account 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  same  not  only  to  the  commissioners 
but  to  the  grand  jury  and  any  other  officer  who  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  lawful  authority  for  the  inspection  of  the  accounts 
of  the  county,  when  called  on  by  either  of  them. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XL  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  this  state  shall  have  the  like  powers,  jurisdictions  and  ^ 

authorities  within  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  as  by  law  are 
vested  with  and  entitled  to  in  the  other  counties  in  this  state 
and  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  from  time  to  time 
to  deliver  the  gaol  of  the  said  county  of  capital  and  other 
offenders  in  like  manner  as  they  are  authorized  to  do  in  other 
counties  of  this  state. 

Passed  September  26,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  147,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  December  27,  1786,  Chapter  1256. 
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CHAPTEE  MCCXLV 


AN  ACT  TO  DISTRIBUTE  AND  ANNEX  THE  JURISDICTION  OF  THIS 
COMMONWEALTH  UPON  THE  RIVER  DELAWARE  BELOW  THE  STA- 
TION POINT  AND  TO  CERTAIN  ISLANDS  WITHIN  THE  SAME  TO  THE 
COUNTIES  OP  NORTHAMPTON,  BUCKS.  PHILADELPHIA  AND 
CHESTER. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  this  state  entitled,  "An  act  to  ratify  and  confLrm 
an  agreement  made  between  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
legislature  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  and  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  river  Delaware  and  islands  within  the 
same,"^  which  act  was  published  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three,  an  agreement  between  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  of 
the  one  part  and  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  of  the  other  part, 
made  and  concluded  by  commissioners  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
said  states  respectively  whereby,  inter  alia,  it  was  agreed  and 
established  "that  all  islands,  islets  and  dry  lands  within  the  bed 
and  between  the  shores  of  the  said  river  and  between  the  Sta- 
tion Point  northerly  and  the  Falls  of  Trenton  southerly,  &c.'' 
was  ratified  and  confirmed,  whereby  certain  islands  therein 
enumerated  and  described  were  to  be  deemed  and  considered  as 
parts  and  parcels  of  Pennsylvania. 

And  whereas  George  Wall,  John  Okely,  Jonas  Hartzel,  com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Moore 
Furman,  Esquire,  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey,  who  have  been  [since]  appointed  to  distinguish  the  sev- 
eral islands  within  the  bed  of  the  same  river  between  the  Sta- 
tion Point  northerly  and  the  Falls  of  Trenton  and  to  declare 
which  of  the  same  islands,  on  the  principle  aforesaid  belong  to 
each  of  the  said  states  respectively,  have  caused  an  actual  sur- 
vey to  be  made  of  the  said  river  from  the  said  Station  Point 
northerly  to  the  falls  aforesaid  and  have  reported  and  returned 
a  draft  of  the  same  river  and  islands  to  the  president  in  council 
1  Chapter  10S5. 
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whereby  it  appears  that  the  following  islands  within  the  said 
river  and  northerly  of  the  Falls  of  Trenton  belong  to  and  are 
part  of  this  state,  that  is  to  sayj^^  opposite  to  the  county  of  Buck's 
and  townships  hereafter  named;  opposite  to  the  Falls  township, 
Bird's  island;  opposite  Lower  Makefield  township,  Slack's  three 
islands,  Duor's  island,  and  Harvey's  lower  island;  opposite  to 
Upper  Makefield  township,  Harvey's  upper  island  and  Lowne's 
island;  opposite  to  Solesbury  township,  Smith's  island  and 
bar  and  Paxton  island  and  bar;  opposite  to  Tinnicum  town- 
ship, Trail's  two  islands.  Wall's  island,  Resolution  island,  Mar- 
shall's island.  Wall's  two  islands.  Fishing  island  and  Penning- 
ton's island; opposite  to  Nockamixon  township, Laghlin's  island, 
and  opposite  to  the  county  of  Northampton  and  the  townships 
hereafter  named,  that  is  to  say,  opposite  to  Williams  township, 
Pohatung  island.  Shoemaker's  island  and  Lohr's  island;  joppo- 
site  to  the  Forks  township,  Easton  island;  opposite  to  Mount 
Bethel,  Mason's  island  and  bar.  Mason's  island.  Foul  Eift 
island,  Mcllhenny's  island  and  Attin's  two  islands;  opposite 
Lower  Smithfleld,  Handle's  island  and  bar,  Goodwin's  two 
islands,  Shawanaugh's  island  and  bar,  Vancampen's  island, 
Nicholas  Depuy's  island  and  two  bars.  Chamber's  island  and 
Vanoken's  island;  opposite  to  Delaware  township,  Swartwood's 
island  and  Isaac  Vancampen's  island  opposite  Upper  Smithfleld 
township,  Punkey's  island  and  flve  bars. 

[Section  L]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enai^ted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  thfe  same.  That  the  following  islands, 
viz.:  opposite  the  county  of  Bucks  and  townships  hereafter 
named,  opposite  to  the  Falls  township.  Bird's  island  opposite 
Lower  Wakefield  township.  Slack's  three  islands.  Dun's  island 
and  Harvey's  lower  island,  opposite  to  Upper  Makefield 
township,  Harvey's  upper  island  and  Lowne's  island,  op- 
posite to  Solesbury  township,  Smith  island  and  bar  and 
Paxton's  island  and  bar,  opposite  to  Tinnicum  township,  Prall's 
two  islands,  Wall's  island,  Resolution  island,  Marshall's  island, 
Wall's  two  islands.  Fishing  island  and  Pennington's  island, 
opposite  to  Nockamixon  township,  Laughly's  island,  and  op- 
20— XII 
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posite  the  county  of  Northampton  and  the  townships  here- 
after named,  that  is  to  say,  opposite  to  William's  township, 
Pohatcung  island,  Shoemaker  island,  and  Loor's  island,  opjK)- 
site  to  the  Forks  township,  Easton  island,  opposite  to  Mount 
Bethel,  Mason's  island  and  bar.  Mason's  island.  Foul  Rift  is- 
land, Mellhenney's  island  and  Attin's  two  islands,  opposite 
to  Lower  Smithfield,  Handle's  island  and  bar,  Goodwin's  two 
islands,  Shawanaugh  island  and  bar,  Vaneampen's  island, 
Nicholas  Depuy's  two  islands  and  bars.  Chambers'  island 
and  Vanoken's  island,  opposite  to  Delaware  township, 
Swartwood  island  and  Isaac  Vaneampen's  island,  opposite 
to  Upper  Smithfield  township,  Punkey's  island  and  five  bars 
lying  and  being  within  the  bed  of  the  river  Delaware,  and  be- 
tween the  shores  of  the  same  river  and  northerly  of  the  Falls 
of  Tirenton,  so  ascertained  and  distinguished  by  the  commis- 
sioners last  mentioned  as  parts  and  parcels  of  this  state,  shall 
be  forever  henceforth  deemed,  adjudged  and  established  to 
belong  to  this  state  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
thereof  as  of  the  bodies  of  the  counties  and  townships  or  the 
precincts  of  the  same  to  which  the  said  islands  together  with 
all  other  dry  land  within  the  bed  of  the  same  river  belonging 
to  this  state  are  by  this  act  or  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be 
annexed. 

And  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  done  in  cases  civil  as  well 
as  criminal  and  against  persons  offending  upon  the  said  river 
or  upon  any  island  or  dry  land  within  the  same,  and  belong- 
ing to  this  commonwealth: 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  the  bed  of  the  same  river  and  the 
islands  and  dry  land  within  the  same  so  as  aforesaid  assigned 
to  and  belonging  to  this  state  lying  and  being  northerly  of 
a  northeasterly  line  from  the  extremity  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Northampton  at  the  bank  of 
the  river  Delaware  to  be  extended  across  the  said  river  unto 
the  shore  of  New  Jersey  shall  be  deemed  to  be  and  shall  be 
henceforth  part  of  the  county  of  Northampton  and  of  the  several 
adjoining  townships  and  precincts  of  the  same  county  lying 
along  the   said   river,   and  that   the   bed  of  the   said   river 
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and  the  islands  and  'dry  land  within  the  same  so  as  aforesaid 
assigned  and  belonging  to  this  state,  lying  southerly  of  the  line 
last  aforesaid  across  the  said  river  and  northerly  of  a  line  from 
the  extremity  of  the  boundary  bf  the  counties  of  Bucks  and  Phil- 
adelphia at  the  bank  of  the  river  Delaware,  across  the  said  river 
by  a  south  south-east  course  to  the  shore  of  the  state  of  New 
Jersey  are  annexed  to  and  shall  be  deemed  to  be  and  shall 
henceforth  be  parts  of  the  county  of  Bucks  and  of  the  several 
adjoining  townships  and  precincts  of  the  same  county  lying 
along  the  said  river. 

(Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  that  the  bed  of  the  same  river  and 
the  islands  and  dry  land  lying  within  same,  so  as  aforesaid 
assigned  to  this  state  lying  and  being  northerly  of  a  line  from 
the  extremity  of  the  boundary  line  of  the  counties  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Chester  at  the  bank  of  the  river  Delaware  to  be 
extended  across  the  same  river  by  a  south  south-east  course 
to  the  shore  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  are  annexed  to  and 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  and  shall  henceforth  be  parts  of  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  several  adjoining  townshipa 
and  precincts  of  the  same  county  lying  along  said  river. 

(Section  V.  P.L.)  And  that  the  residue  of  the  bed  of  the 
same  river  and  the  islands  and  dry  land  within  the  same  so 
as  aforesaid  assigned  to  this  state  and  being  southwesterly 
of  the  line  herein  last  before  described  are  annexed  to  and 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  and  shall  henceforth  be  parts  of  the 
county  of  Chester  and  of  the  several  adjoining  townships  and 
precincts  within  the  same  county. 

(Section  VI.  P.L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  whole  of 
Hog  island  which  lies  opposite  to  the  said  boundary  of  Phila- 
delphia and  Chester  counties  and  of  the  marshes  surrounding 
the  said  island  is  hereby  annexed  to  and  shall  be  deemed  part 
of  the  county  of  Chester  and  of  the  nearest  township  of  the 
same  county. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  jurisdiction  of  this  com- 
monwealth and  of  the  respective  counties  to  which  the  bed  of 
the  same  river  and  the  islands  and  dry  land  within  the  same 
is  by  this  act  annexed  as  aforesaid  as  far  as  the  same  shall  be 
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consistent  with  the  agreement  hereinbefore  recited  made  be- 
tween the  states  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  shall  be  full 
and  complete  and  all  writs  and  warrants  and  process  duly  is- 
sued within  the  said  counties  respectively  shall  have  force  and 
operation  and  may  be  executed  within  the  river,  island  and  dry 
land  as  parts  of  the  same  counties  by  the  proper  sheriffs  and 
other  officers  of  the  same  counties.  And  if  any  difficulty  arise 
concerning  the  townships  to  which  the  said  islands  or  other  dry 
land  within  the  said  river  belongs  the  same  shall  be  adjusted 
by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  proper  county  at  their 
general  quarter  sessions  and  they  shall  determine  the  same  so 
that  no  island  in  the  said  river  be  divided  between  two  town- 
ships or  precincts  but  the  same  shall  be  annexed  to  the  town- 
ship which  would,  by  dividing  the  same  be  entitled  to  the  major 
part  of  such  island. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  [aforesaid,]  That  the  president  in  coun- 
cil shall  direct  the  respective  commissioners  of  the  several  coun- 
ties aforesaid  to  have  the  lines  aforesaid  across  the  Delaware 
ascertained  and  fixed  by  lasting  marks  on  the  shore  of  the 
Delaware  river  at  the  charge  of  the  adjoining  counties. 

Passed  25th  September,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  130,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXLVI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  MORE  SPEEDY  AND  EFFECTUAL  ADMINISTRATION 

OF  JUSTICE. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  the  practice  of  commencing  all 
civil  suits  and  actions  in  the  county  court  of  common  pleas 
hath  been  found  productive  of  great  delay  and  expense  in  the 
administration  of  justice  especially  within  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia,  wherein  the  number  of  suits  has  of  late  years 
[greatly]  increased: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  C5om- 
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monwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  the  supreme  court  shall  be 
holden  at  Philadelphia  four  times  in  every  year,  that  is  to  say 
on  the  second  day  of  January,  April,  July,  and  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  September,  unless  any  of  the  said  days  should 
happen  to  be  on  the  Lord's  day  commonly  called  Sunday  in 
which  case  the  said  court  shall  be  holden  on  the  day  following. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  none  of  the  said  terms  shall 
continue  longer  than  fourteen  days  from  the  beginning  thereof 
except  the  term  of  January  which  shall  continue  for  the  space 
of  twenty-one  days  if  necessary  and  no  longer. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction  and  cognizance  of  all 
manner  of  suits,  causes  and  actions  within  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia  and  shall  have  full  power  to  issue  under  the 
seal  of  the  said  court  writs  of  capias  ad  respondendum,  writs  of 
summons,  scire  facias,  attachment,  partition,  dower  and  all 
other  works  and  process  in  and  upon  the  said  suits,  pleas  and 
actions,  directed  to  the  sheriff  (or  coroner  as  the  case  may  re- 
quire) of  the  said  county  and  returnable  before  the  said  jus- 
tices on  the  first  day  of  the  next  term. 

(Section  V.  P.L.)  Provided  always.  That  no  suit  or  action 
shall  be  commenced  in  the  said  supreme  court  for  any  debt  or 
.  cause  which  arose  before  the  passing  of  this  act  except  suits 
of  the  commonwealth  and  such  wherein  the  title  of  land  or 
other  real  estate  may  come  in  question,  and  if  any  plaintiff 
shall  bring  or  commence  any  suit  or  action  in  the  said  court 
and  shall  not  recover  thereupon  more  than  fifty  pounds  such 
plaintiff  shall  not  be  allowed  amy  costs  of  suit. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  hereby  declared 
an^  enacted.  That  the  justices  of  the  said  supreme  court  have 
full  power  and  authority  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  make 
and  establish  such  rules  for  regulating  the  practice  of  the  said 
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court,  and  expediting  the  determination  of  suits  as  they  in 
their  discretion  shall  judge  necessary. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  said  first  day 
of  January  next,  no  plea,  suit  or  action  brought  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  act  and  depending  in  the  county  court  of  common 
pleas  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  removed  intovthe 
said  supreme  court  by  any  writ  of  certiorari  issued  on  the  i>art 
of  any  plaintiff  in  the  said  court  of  common  pleas  nor  shall 
any  such  action  or  plea  be  removed  as  aforesaid  by  any  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  or  certiorari  after  the  same  shall  have  been 
at  issue  two  terms  or  more.  And  in  case  any  such  writ  shall 
be  presented  by  any  plaintiff  in  the  said  court  of  common  pleas 
to  the  justices  thereof  after  the  day  aforesaid  or  shall  be  so 
presented  by  and  defendant  after  the  cause  hath  been  at  issue 
two  terms  or  more  the  said  justices  shall  nevertheless  proceed 
to  hear  and  determine  the  said  plea  or  action  before  them 
depending. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  prothonotary  of  the  said 
supreme  court  and  such  other  discreet  persons  as  the  justices 
of  the  same  court  shall  from  time  to  time  nominate  and  appoint 
shall  be  within  the  counties  where  they  respectively  resdde 
commissioners  of  bail  and  they  are  hereby  severally  empow- 
ered to  take  and  receive  recognizances  of  bail  in  any  suit  op 
action  in  the  same  court  depending  in  the  same  manner  and 
form  as  the  judges  of  the  said  court  may  or  do  take  the  same 
and  for  the  same  fee  as  formerly  allowed  by  law. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  prothonotary  of  the  said 
supreme  court  shall  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of 
the  state  for  the  support  of  the  government  the  sum  of  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  for  every  writ  of  capias  ad  responden- 
dum, summons  or  other  writ,  whereby  any  suit  or  action  shall 
be  commenced  in  the  said  court  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

(Section  X.  P.L.)  And  whereas  the  difficulty  and  importance 
of  the  question  that  frequently  arise  in  the  said  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia  render  it  necessary 
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that  a  person  of  legal  knowledge  and  ability  should  constantly 
preside  in  the  said  court: 

(Section  XI.  P.L.)  And  whereas  the  principles  of  justice 
and  the  directions  of  the  constitution  require  that  a  compensa- 
tion be  provided  in  some  measure  adequate  to  the  services 
which  shall  be  rendered  to  the  public  by  the  said  president: 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XII.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act  there  shall  be  paid  for  every  writ  issued  out  of  the 
said  court,  (writs  of  subpoena,  venire  facias,  and  writs  at  the 
suit  of  the  commonwealth  excepted)  by  the  person  suing  out 
the  same,  the  sum  of  one  shilling  over  and  besides  the  usual 
and  customary  fees  and  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January  aforesaid  the  like  sum  shall  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff 
for  every  rule  of  reference  which  shall  be  made  and  entered 
into  in  any  action  in  the  same  court  depending,  which  sums 
shall  be  received  by  the  prothonotary  and  by  him  accounted 
for  and  paid  quarterly  to  the  president  of  the  said  court. 
Passed  2&th  September,  1786.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  3,  p.  132,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MC5CXLVII. 


AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  THE  SHERIFF  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  CHESTER 
TO  REMOVE  THE  PRISONERS  FROM  THE  OLD  GOAL  IN  THE  TOWN 
OF  CHESTER  TO  THE  NEW  GAOL  IN  GOSHEN  TOWNSHIP  IN  SAID 
COUNTY  AND  TO  INDEMNIFY  HIM  FOR  THE  SAME. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  was  in  and  by  an  act  of  assembly 
entitled,  "An  act  to  enable  William  Clingan,  Thomas  Bull, 
John  Kinkead,  Roger  Kirk,  John  Sellers,  John  Wilson  and 
Joseph  Davis,  to  build  a  new  court  house  and  prison  in  the 
county  of  Chester  and  to  sell  the  old  court  house  and  prison 
in  the  town  of  Chester,"^  passed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty,  enacted  and  provided  that  when  the  new  court  house 
1  Chapter  901. 
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and  prison  shall  be  erected  that  from  thenceforth  the  several 
courts  of  general  quarter  sessions,  common  pleas^  nisi  prius, 
oyer  and  terminer,  and  general  gaol  delivery  for  the  said  county 
shall  be  holden  and  kept  at  the  said  court  house  when  the  same 
is  built  and  erected: 

And  whereas  by  a  supplement  to  said  law  passed  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-four,  John  Hannum,  Esquire,  Isaac  Taylor, 
Esquire  and  John  Jacobs  were  constituted  and  appointed  com- 
missioners for  the  puiT)ose  mentioned  and  expressed  in  the 
said  act,  who,  or  any  two  of  them,  were  emiwwered  to  carry 
the  said  act  into  execution: 

And  whereas  neither  the  said  act  nor  the  supplement  thereto 
empowers  the  sheriff  to  remove  the  prisoners  from  the  old 
gaol  in  the  town  of  Chester  to  the  new  gaol  in  Goshen  town- 
ship in  said  county  and  it  being  proper  that  not  only  previous 
to  the  holding  of  the  courts  at  the  new  court-house  in  the  town- 
ship of  Ooshen  aforesaid  the  prisoners  should  be  so  removed 
but  also  that  the  sheriff  be  indemnified  and  saved  harmless 
against  all  and  all  manner  of  suits  and  actions  which  may  be 
brought  against  him  by  reason  of  such  removal. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
•and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Chester  be  empowered  and  directed  either  by  himself  or 
l)y  his  deputies  to  remove  all  and  every  the  prisoner  and  prison- 
ers which  are  in  the  old  gaol  in  the  town  of  Chester  to  the  new 
gaol  in  Goshen  township  in  said  county  and  that  he  and  his 
deputies  and  every  of  them  shall  be  and  are  hereby  indemni- 
fied and  saved  harmless  against  all  and  all  manner  of  suits 
and  actions  which  may  lie  or  be  brought  against  him,  them, 
or  any  of  them  by  reason  of  said  removal  or  removals  and  that 
if  any  such  action  or  suit  be  brought,  the  same  shall  be  hereby 
barred  and  the  proceedings  discontinued  by  tke  court. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  afore- 
said may  and  shall  keep  and  hold  in  the  said  gaol  in  the  town- 
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ship  of  Goshen  any  felons,  criminals  and  other  prisoners  who 
shall  be  liable  to  be  kept  and  holden  in  the  gaol  of  said  county 
from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act  and  that  all  such 
keeping  an  imprisonment  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  good  and  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

Passed  September  25,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  132,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXLVIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  VICE  AND  IMMORALITY  AND  UN- 
LAWFUL  GAMING  AND  TO  RESTRAIN  DISORDERLY  SPORTS  AND 
DISSIPATION. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  it  is  directed  in  and  by  the  con- 
stitution of  this  commonwealth  that,  "laws  for  the  prevention 
of  vice  and  immorality  shall  be  made  and  constantly  kept  in 
force  and  provision  shall  be  made  for  the  due  execution  of 
them:" 

And  whereas  the  council  of  censors  in  their  inquiries  whether 
the  laws  have  been  duly  executed  have  found  that  the  act 
of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and 
immorality,"^  hath  not  been  fully  and  duly  executed  and  en- 
forced throughout  this  state: 

And  whereas  the  act  aforesaid  having  been  enacted  on  the 
tenth  day  of  March  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  and  during  the  depre- 
ciation of  the  first  bills  of  credit  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  the  penalties  in  the  said  act  provided  and  denounced 
against  those  who  should  transgress  the  same  when  reduced 
by  the  scale  of  depreciation  which  was  afterwards  established 
for  the  purpose  of  estimating  debts,  demands  and  penalties 
arising  and  become  due  or  to  become  due  upon  contracts  and 
under  act  of  assembly  which  had  been  made  during  the  course 
of  the  said  depreciation  are  in  many  cases  become  small  and 
the  said  act  hath  thereby  lost  its  force,  insomuch  that  in  the  case 

1  Chapter  883.    Passed  March  30, 1779. 
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of  profane  swearing  by  the  great  and  holy  name  of  God  the 
penalty  is  become  less  than  one  shilling  in  specie  currency,  and 
the  like  of  the  sin  of  drunkenness  and  the  other  immoralities 
and  disorders  intended  to  be  restrained  by  the  act  aforesaid, 
and  it  is  therefore  proi)er  and  requisite  that  the  provisions  and 
penalties  of  the  same  act  should  be  aided  and  enforced  and 
other  and  additional  regulations  made  to  secure  the  execution 
thereof: 

Wherefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  O)mmon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
August  next,  if  any  i>erson  shall  do  or  perform  any  worldly 
employment  or  business  whatsoever  on  the  Lord's  day  com- 
monly called  Sunday,  (works  of  necessity  and  charity  only  ex- 
cepted) or  shall  use  or  practice  any  unlawful  game,  hunting, 
shooting,  sport  or  diversion  whatsoever  on  the  same  day  and 
be  convicted  thereof,  every  such  person  so  offending  shall  for 
every  such  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty  shillings 
to  be  levied  by  distress  or  in  case  he  or  she  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  pay  the  sum  or  goods  and  chattels  cannot  be  found 
whereof  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  he  or  she  shall  suffer  six 
days  imprisonment  in  the  house  of  correction  of  the  proper 
county. 

(Section  III.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the  dressing  of 
victuals  in  private  families,  bake-houses,  or  in  lodging  houses, 
inns,  and  other  houses  of  entertainment  for  the  use  of  sojourn- 
ers, travelers  or  strangers,  or  to  hinder  watermen  from  landing 
their  passengers,  or  stage  coaches  or  stage  wagons  from  carry- 
ing travelers  (having  the  consent  of  a  justice  of  the  i)eace  upon 
extraordinary  occasions)  on  the  Lord's  day  [commonly]  called 
Sunday  nor  [to]  the  delivery  of  milk  or  other  necessaries  of 
life  before  nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  nor  after  five  of 
the  clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV,  P,  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authorities  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  of  the  age  of  six- 
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teen  years  and  npwards  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August 
next  shall  profanely  swear  op  curse  by  the  name  of  God,  Christ 
JesuSy  OP  the  Holy  Ghost,  every  person  so  offending  being 
thereof  convicted  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Ave  shillings 
for  every  profane  oath  or  curse  and  in  case  he  or  she  shall  refuse 
or  neglect  to  pay  the  said  forfeiture  or  goods  and  chattels  can- 
not be  found  whereof  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  he  or  she 
shall  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correction  of  the  proper 
county  not  exceeding  twenty-four  hours  for  every  such  offence 
of  which  such  person  shall  be  convicted.  And  whomsoever 
shall  curse  or  swear  by  any  other  name  or  thing  than  as  before- 
said  and  shall  be  convicted  thereof  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  three  shillings  for  every  such  oath  or  curse,  and  in  case 
such  offender  neglect  or  refuse  to  satisfy  such  forfeiture  or  no 
goods  or  chattels  can  be  found  whereof  to  levy  the  same  by  dis- 
tress, he  or  she  shall  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correction 
of  the  proper  county  not  exceeding  twelve  hours  for  every  such 
offence. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  August  next,  shall  intoxicate  him  or  herself  by  the  exces- 
sive drinking  of  spirituous,  vinous  or  other  strong  liquor  and 
shall  be  convicted  thereof,  he  or  she  shall  forfeit  and  jmy  the 
sum  of  five  shillings  for  every  such  offence  or  if  such  person  re- 
fuse or  neglect  to  satisfy  the  said  forfeiture  or  goods  and  chat- 
tels cannot  be  found  whereof  to  levy  the  same  by  distress,  he 
or  she  shall  be  committed  to  the  house  of  correction  of  the  pro- 
per county  during  thirty-six  hours  for  every  such   offence. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court  of  severally  throughout  this  state,  every  justice  of  the 
courts  of  common  pleas  and  of  the  peace  within  his  county  and 
each  burgess  of  a  town  corporate  within  his  borough  are  hereby 
empowered,  authorized  and  required  to  proceed  against  and  to 
punish  all  persons  offending  against  this  act,  and  every  person 
who  shall  profane  the  Lord's  day,  or  who  shall  profanely  swear 
or  curse  or  who  shall  commit  the  sin  of  drunkenness  as  afore- 
said: And  for  that  purpose  each  of  the  said  justices  and  magis- 
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trates  severally  may  and  shall  convict  such  offenders  upon  his 
own  view  and  hearing  or  shall  issue,  if  need  be,  a  warrant,  sum- 
mons or  capies  (according  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case)  to 
bring  the  body  of  the  person  accused  as  aforesaid  before  him, 
and  the  same  justices  or  magistrates  shall  in  a  summary  way 
inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  accusation,  and  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  one  or  more  creditable  witnesses  or  the  confession  of 
the  party  shall  convict  the  person  who  shall  be  guilty  as  afore- 
said, and  thereupon  shall  proceed  to  pronounce  the  forfeiture 
incurred  by  the  person  so  convicted  as  hereinbefore  directed, 
and  if  the  person  so  convicted  refuse  or  neglect  to  satisfy  each 
forfeiture  immediately  with  costs  or  produce  goods  and  chat- 
tds  whereon  to  levy  the  said  forfeiture  together  with  costs  as 
in  the  case  of  debts  under  forty  shillings,  then  the  said  justice 
or  magistrate  shall  commit  the  offender  without  bail  or  main- 
prise to  the  house  of  correction  of  the  county  wherein  the  of- 
fence shall  be  committed  during  such  time  as  is  hereinbefore 
directed,  there  to  be  fed  upon  bread  and  water  only,  and  to  be 
kept  at  hard  labor;  and  if  such  commitment  shall  be  in  any 
county  wherein  no  distinct  house  of  correction  hath  been 
erected,  then  the  offender  shall  be  committed  to  the  common 
gaol  of  the  county  to  be  therein  fed  and  kept  at  labor  as  afore- 
said, and  every  such  conviction  may  be  in  the  form  following, 
viz.: 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 

A.  B.  of county,  laborer,  (or  otherwise,  as  his  or 

her  rank,  occupation  or  calling  may  be)  is  convicted  before  me, 

being  one  of  the  justices  of  the (or  one 

of  the  burgesses  of  the  borough  of in 

the  county  of )  of  swearing  profane  oaths 

by  the  name  of (or  otherwise  as  the  offence  and 

case  may  be)  and  I  do  adjudge  him  (or  her)  to  forfeit  for  the 

same  the  sum  of shillings.    Given  under  my 

hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  every  such  pBO- 
secution  be  commenced  within  forty-eight  hours  after  the  of- 
fence shall  be  committed. 
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[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  shall  pro- 
mote or  encourage  any  match  or  matches  of  cock  fighting  or 
bullet  playing  or  shall  appear  in  any  public  or  private  place 
with  a  cock  or  cocks  prepared  to  fight  for  any  bet  or  price,  or 
shall  be  assembled  with  other  persons  for  the  purpose  of  cock 
fighting  [op]  bullet  playing  or  shall  enter,  start  or  run  any 
horse,  mare  or  gelding  for  any  plate,  prize,  wager,  bet,  sum  of 
money  or  other  thing  of  value,  whatsoever,  or  shall  make,  print, 
publish  or  proclaim  any  advertisement,  or  give  any  notice  of 
any  plate,  price,  wager,  bet,  sum  of  money  or  other  thing  of 
value  for  the  purpose  of  cock  fighting,  bullet  playing,  horse 
racing  or  raffling  or  to  be  striven  for  by  any  person  or  persons 
whomsoever,  every  such  person  so  offending  as  afqresaid  shall 
upon  conviction  thereof  in  any  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  or  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  to  be 
holden  for  the  city  or  county  wherein  the  offence  shall  be  com- 
mitted, forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five  pounds. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  games  of  address,  hazard, 
cock  fighting,  buUett  playing  and  horse  racing  are  frequently 
promoted  and  held  at,  in  or  near  to  taverns  or  other  public 
houses,  as  well  licensed  as  tippling  houses  and  the  houses  of 
persons  who  retail  spirituous  liquors  or  other  strong  drink: 

Therefore: 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid.  That  if  any  tavern  keeper,  public  house 
keeper,  keeper  of  a  tippling  house,  or  other  retailer  of  wine, 
spirituous  liquors  or  other  strong  drink,  shall  incite,  promote 
or  encourage  any  games  of  address,  hazard,  cock  fighting,  bul- 
lett  playing  or  horse  racing  whereat  money  or  other  valua- 
ble thing  shall  be  betted,  staked,  striven  for,  won  or  lost,  or 
shall  furnish  any  wine,  spirituous  liquors,  beer,  cider  or  other 
strong  drink  to  any  of  the  persons  who  shall  be  assembled,  or 
come  together  for  the  purpose  of  attending  upon  any  game  of 
address,  hazard  or  cock  fight,  bullett  playing  or  horse  racing 
as  aforesaid,  or  shall  permit  or  allow  of  any  kind  of  game  of 
address,  hazard  playing,  betting  or  gaming  for  money  or  other 
thing  whatsoever,  either  at  cards,  dice,  billiards,  bowls,  shovel 
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board,  or  by  any  game,  device  op  manner  to  be  practiced,  played 
or  carried  on  within  his  op  her  dwelling  house  op  other  house, 
out-house,  shade  or  place  in  his  or  her  occupancy,  every  such 
tavern  keeper,  keeper  of  a  public  house,  keeper  of  a  tippling 
house,  or  retailer  of  wine  or  spirituous  liquors,  beer,  cider  or 
other  strong  drink  who  shall  be  thereof  legally  convicted  in  any 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  or  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  gaol  delivery  held  for  the  city  or  county  wherein  the  of- 
fence shall  be  committed  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 
offence  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  and  if  such  convict  be  a  licensed 
public  house  keeper  or  a  retailer  of  wine  or  spirituous  liquors, 
or  beer,  the  license  of  such  person  shall  be  thereupon  null  and 
void,  and  such  offender  shall  be  incapable  of  being  again  li- 
censed in  like  manner  for  one  year  thereafter;  and  upon  a  sec- 
ond conviction  of  the  like  offence,  such  person  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  and  be  forever  incapable  of  being  a 
public  house  keeper  or  retailer  as  aforesaid  within  this  state. 

(Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  divers  persons  who  keep 
inns,  taverns  and  other  public  houses  under  pretence  of  an  act 
of  assembly,  entitled  "An  act  for  raising  and  collecting  of  money 
on  the  specified  articles  therein  mentioned  for  the  support  of 
the  government,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,'** 
whereby  an  annual  tax  is  laid  on  every  possessor  of  any  bil- 
liard table,  have  set  up  billiard  tables  in  their  dwelling  houses 
or  outhouses  appertaining  thereto,  whereby  the  purposes  of 
act  aforesaid  have  been  frustrated  and  divers  idle  and  disorder- 
ly persons  do  assemble  at  such  billiard  tables  and  do  misspend 
their  time  and  waste  their  substance  by  playing  for  sums  of 
money  and  by  betting  on  the  success  of  those  who  game  there  at 
for  money: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August 
next  no  billiard  table,  E  O  table  nor  other  device  for  the  pur- 
pose for  gaming  for  money  shall  be  set  up,  kept  or  maintained 
in  any  dwelling  house  out  house  or  place  occupied  by  any 
tavern  keeper,  [inn  keeper],,  public  house  keeper,  retailer  of 

2  Passed  March  20,  1783.    Chap.  1018.' 
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wine,  spirituous  liquor^,  beer  or  cider,  whether  such  i)er8on  have 
a  license  op  keep  a  tippling  house  on  pain  of  forfeiting  every 
such  billiard  table,  E  O.  table  or  other  device,  and  of  forfeiting 
moreover  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  upon  conviction  thereof  in 
any  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  or  of  oyer  and 
terminer  and  general  gaol  delivery  held  for  the  city  or  county 
wherein  the  offence  shall  be  committed,  and  the  justices  of  the 
peace  uppn  application  to  them  for  a  license  to  keep  a  tavern 
or  other  public  house  shall  if  they  see  cause  inquire  by  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  witnesses  and  otherwise  whether  such  appli- 
cant do  keep  any  such  billiard  table,  E  O  table,  or  other  devices 
for  gaming  within  his  or  her  dwelling  house,  out  house  or  other 
place  within  such  person's  occupancy,  and  if  it  do[es]  not  ap- 
pear plainly  to  the  justices  aforesaid  that  such  person  so  apply- 
ing hath  no  device  for  gaming  in  his  possession  as  aforesaid, 
the  said  justices  shall  not  recommend  such  person  to  the  presi- 
dent or  vice  president  in  council  for  a  license,  and  no  license  is- 
sued to  any  person  who  shall  so  possess  as  aforesaid  any  such 
billiard  table,  E  O  table  or  other  devices  for  gaming,  shall  be  of 
any  force  or  avail,    but  shall  be  void  to  all  intents  and  purposes. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
lose  any  money  or  other  valuable  thing  at  or  upon  any  cock 
match,  buUett  playing  or  horse  racing,  or  at  or  upon  any  game 
of  address,  game  of  hazard,  play  or  game  whatsoever,  the  per- 
son or  persons  who  shall  lose  the  money  or  other  valuable 
thing  shall  not  be  compelled  to  pay  or  make  good  the  same,  and 
every  contract,  note,  bill,  bond,  judgment,  mortgage  or  other 
security  or  conveyance  whatsoever,  given,  granted,  drawn  or 
entered  into  for  security  or  satisfaction  of  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof  shall  be  utterly  void  and  of  none  effect. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  lose  any  money  or  other  thing  of  value  at  or  upon 
any  game  of  address  or  of  hazard  or  other  play  and  shall  pay  or 
deliver  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  the  person  or  persons  so 
losing  and  paying  or  delivering  the  same  shall  have  a  right 
within  ten  days  then  next  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  money 
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OP  goods  so  lost  and  paid  or  delivered  or  any  part  thereof  from 
the  respective  winner  or  winners  thereof  with  costs  of  suits, 
by  action  of  debt,  or  case,  for  the  value  of  the  money  or  thing 
so  lost,  founded  on  this  act,  to  be  prosecuted  in  any  court  of 
record  or  where  the  value  is  under  ten  pounds l&ef ore  any  justice 
of  the  peace  within  this  commonwealth,  subject  to  an  appeal 
as  in  other  cases,  in  which  action  no  essoin,  protection  or  wager 
of  law  nor  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  admitted,  and 
in  which  actions  it  shall  be  suflScient  for  the  plaintiff  or  plain- 
tiffs to  allege  that  the  defendant  or  defendants  are  indebted  to 
the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  or  received  to  his  or  their  use  the 
money  so  lost  and  paid  or  converted  the  goods,  one  of  him  or 
them  to  the  use  of  the  defendant  or  defendants  whereby  the 
action  of  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  accrued  to  him  or  them  ac- 
cording to  the  form  of  this  act,  without  setting  forth  the  special 
matter. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  within  this  com- 
monwealth shall  challenge  by  word  or  writing  the  person  of 
another  to  fight  at  sword,  rapier,  pistol  or  other  deadly  weapon 
such  person  so  challenging  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 
offence  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted  by  the  testimony  of  one 
or  more  credible  witnesses  or  by  the  confession  of  the  party 
offending  the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds,  or  shall  suffer  twelve 
months  imprisonment  without  bail  or  mainprize,  and  the  person 
who  shall  accept  any  such  challenge  shall  in  like  manner  for- 
feit and  pay  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  or  suffer  such  imprisonment 
for  and  during  six  months,  and  if  any  person  shall  willingly 
and  knowingly  carry  and  deliver  any  written  challenge  or  shall 
verbally  deliver  any  message  purporting  to  be  a  challenge,  or 
shall  consent  to  be  a  second  in  any  such  intended  duel,  and 
shall  be  thereof  legally  convicted  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  so 
offending  shall  for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum 
^of  fifty  pounds  or  suffer  six  months  imprisonment  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever shall  erect,  build  or  cause  to  be  erected  or  built,  any  play 
house,  theatre,  stage  or  scaffold  for  acting,  showing  or  exhibit- 
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ing  any  tragedy,  comedy,  tragi-comedy,  farce,  interlude,  panto- 
mime, OP  other  play,  or  any  scene  or  part  of  any  play  whatso- 
ever, OP  who  shall  act,  show  or  exhibit  any  such  play  or  any  part 
of  a  play  op  shall  be  in  anywise  concerned  or  employed  therein, 
OP  in  selling  any  ticket  or  tickets  for  that  purpose  in  any  place 
within  this  commonwealth,  and  be  thepeof  legally  convicted  in 
the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  op  of  oyer  and  termi- 
nep  and  genepal  gaol  delivery  of  the  city  or  county  wherein  the 
offence  shall  be  committed,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  pounds  for  every  such  offence,  and  every  such  person 
after  conviction  as  aforesaid  shall  be  holden  in  recognizance 
with  two  sufficient  sureties  to  be  of  his  or  good  behaviour  and  if 
such  i>erson  offend  again  in  like  manner  such  offence  shall  incur 
the  forfeiture  of  such  recognizance  [and]. 

(Section  XVII.  P.  L.)  Whereas  a  great  abundance  of  taverns 
and  public  houses  for  the  vending  of  spirituous  liquors  has  been 
found  to  promote  habits  of  idleness  and  debauchery  to  the  end 
that  the  number  thereof  be  determined  by  the  manner  of  real 
utility  and  necessity. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XVIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  the  justices  of  the  quarter  sessions 
for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  counties  respectively  shall, 
at  their  first  session  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  and  at  the  first  session  of  every  year  there- 
after limit  and  declare  the  number  of  taverns  and  public  houses 
as  aforesaid  which  only  may  be  licensed  for  the  year  following 
such  session  within  the  said  city  and  counties  respectively  the 
said  justices  in  the  distribution  of  their  recommendations  to  the 
supreme  executive  council  for  licenses  to  keep  such  taverns  and 
public  houses  having  regard  to  the  particular  neighborhoods 
and  situations,  the  most  suitable  for  the  accommodation  of 
inhabitants  and  travelers,  and  the  said  justices  are  hereby  au- 
thorized to  issue  their  recommendations  as  aforesaid  as  far  as 
the  number  so  limited  and  declared  or  any  number  within  at 
their  discretion  but  no  more.     [And] 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XIX.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  one  moiety  of  the  forfeiture  in  money 
accruing  and  becoming  due  for  any  offence  against  this  act 
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shall  belong  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  dty,  borough, 
township  or  district  wherein  the  offence  shall  be  committed, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  the  person  or  i>ersons  who  shall  prose- 
cute and  sue  for  the  same,  and  the  inhabitants  of  such  city  or 
other  place  shall  notwithstanding  be  admitted  witnesses  to 
testify  against  any  person  who  shall  be  prosecuted  for  any  of- 
fence by  virtue  of  this  act, 

(Section  XX.  P,  L.)  Provided  always,  That  no  person  shall 
be  prosecuted  or  convicted  for  any  offence  against  this  act  ex- 
cept such  prosecution  be  commenced  within  thirty  days  after 
the  offence  has  been  committed. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XXI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  act  of  assembly  before  re- 
cited, entitled  "An  act  for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immor- 
ality,"* and  every  article,  clause  and  thing,  therein  contained, 
and  the  several  act  of  assembly  which  were  thereby  repealed, 
shall  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August  next  be  repealed 
and  become  null  and  void,  and  that  this  act  and  everything 
herein  contained  shall  then  and  hereupon  be  in  full  force  and 
virtue  and  continue  in  force  and  virtue  for  the  term  of  seven 
years  and  no  longer. 

Passed  25th  September,  1786.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  125,  etc. 
See  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  2,  1789,  Chapter  1391;  April 
22,  1794,  Chapter  1758. 


CHAPTER  MC50XLIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  GEORGE  SCHLOSSBR. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  hath  been  made  to  appear  to 
the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth  by  George  Schlosser  of 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  that  on  the  application  of  the  supreme 
executive  council  of  this  state  made  to  the  said  George  Schlos- 
ser, at  Lancaster,  in  the  month  of  June  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  in  a  peculiar 
8  Ante. 
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public  exigency  he  furnish  the  treasurer  of  this  state  with  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  of  the  bills  of  credit  which  had 
been  emitted  and  issued  by  the  United  States  of  America  in 
congress  assembled,  and  that  one  thousand  pounds  thereof 
was  instantly  applied  to  the  important  purpose  of  purchasing 
supplies  for  the  federal  army,  and  the  same  was  accordingly 
paid  to  David  Deshler  and  Jacob  Amdt,  Esquires,  commission- 
ers acting  in  that  behalf  in  the  county  of  Northampton;  and 
that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  being  the  residue  of  the 
money  so  furnished  as  aforesaid,  was  at  the  same  time  delivered 
to  Hugh  Montgomery,  Esquire,  for  the  purpose  of  discharging 
in  part  the  arrears  of  pay  of  the  officers  and  privates  of  certaiu 
armed  vessels  then  employed  by  this  state  on  the  Delaware; 
and  that  by  means  of  the  moneys  so  advanced  as  aforesaid,  to 
this  state  by  the  said  George  Schlosser,  the  United  States  of 
America  as  to  one  moiety  thereof,  and  this  state  as  to  the  other 
moiety  thereof  had  the  benefit  of  the  same  at  the  times  of  the 
payment  thereof  respectivey  made  to  the  treasurer  of  this 
state: 

And  whereas  it  hath  also  been  made  to  appear  that  re-pay- 
ment of  the  said  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  together  with 
the  further  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  as  interest 
accrued  thereon  was  not  made  to  the  said  George  Schlosser 
by  the  treasurer  of  this  state  until  the  twelfth  day  of  July  which 
was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
sevenly-nine,  when  the  said  George  Schlosser  received  payment 
thereof  in  bills  of  credit  of  the  same  kind  with  those  in  which 
he  had  furnished  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  as  aforesaid, 
but  that  the  value  of  the  same  money  was  in  the  meantime  con- 
siderably depreciated  whereby  the  said  George  Schlosser  is  a 
great  sufferer: 

And  whereas  the  president  and  council  to  whom  the  said 
George  Schlosser  had  applied  for  relief  in  the  premises  on  full 
investigation  of  his  case,  and  finding  themselves  not  authorized 
to  relieve  him,  have  represented  the  same  as  deserving  of  the 
attention  and  interposition  of  the  general  assembly: 

And  whereas  the  said  George  Schlosser  hath  by  his  petition 
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humbly  prayed  the  legislature  of  this  state  for  relief  and  com- 
pensation for  the  loss  he  hath  suffered  as  aforesaid: 

And  whereas  the  said  George  Schlosser  by  the  earnest  appli- 
cation of  the  said  supreme  executive  council  was  as  he  afltaneth 
diverted  from  his  purpose  of  depositing  the  said  two  thousand 
pounds  in  the  federal  loan  office,  whereby  the  value  of  the  same 
might  have  been  secured  from  further  depreciation.  And  as 
it  is  but  just  and  reasonable  that  with  respect  to  the  money  so 
advanced  to  the  state  that  he  should  be  put  in  no  worse  situa 
tion  than  if  he  had  deposited  the  same  in  the  federal  loan  of- 
fice and  obtained  a  certificate  for  the  same  on  the  several  days 
at  which  he  furnished  the  same  to  the  use  of  this  state  as  afore- 
said. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  comptroller-general 
of  this  commonwealth  shall  be  and  is  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  calculate,  ascertain  and  liquidate  by  the  scale  of  de- 
preciation of  the  United  States  of  America  which  hath  been 
established  for  the  adjustment  and  liquidation  of  the  sums  that 
were  deposited  on  loan  in  the  federal  loan  offices  in  depreciated 
bills  of  credit,  and  for  other  purposes,  that  the  damage  and  loss 
which  the  said  George  Schlosser  hath  incurred  and  suffered  by 
furnishing  the  said  two  thousand  pounds  to  the  use  of  this 
state  as  aforesaid,  and  upon  adjustment  of  the  same  loss  to 
make  out  and  issue  a  certificate  to  the  said  George  Schlosser 
payable  for  the  amount  thereof  in  specie,  together  with  inter- 
est, which  certificate  shall  be  available  to  the  said  George 
Schlosser  in  like  manner  and  to  like  effect  as  certificates  are 
which  have  been  made  out  and  issued  for  services  done  and  sup- 
plies furnished  to  this  state  during  the  late  war. 

Passed  September  21,  1786.    Recorded  L*.  6.  No.  3,  p.  124,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MCX:L. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OP  SILVER 
SPRING  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND, 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  minister,  elders  and  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Silver  Springs  in  the  county  of 
Cumberiand  have  prayed  that  their  said  church  may  be  incorpo- 
rated and  by  law  enabled  as  a  body  politic  and  corporate  to 
receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  have 
been  or  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  to  their  society  and 
vested  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the 
religious  societies  who  are  incorporated  in  the  state  of  Penn- 
sylvania: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  their  said  peti- 
tion be  granted. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Andrew  Galbraith, 
Samuel  Wallace,  David  Boyd,  John  Walker,  Hugh  Laird,  Sam- 
uel Vaugh,  William  McTeer,  Francis  Silver  and  David  Hoge 
and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  appointed  in  such  manner 
and  form  as  hereinafter  directed,  be  and  they  are  hereby  made 
and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in  law  and  in 
fact  to  have  continuance  forever,  by  the  name,  style  and'title 
of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Silver  Spring 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland." 

Section  II.  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take,  re- 
ceive and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises,  and  other  hereditaments,  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
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Presbyterian  Church  of  Silver  Spring  in  the  county  aforesaid 
or  to  the  religious  congregation  worshipping  therein  now 
under  the  pastoral  care  and  charge  of  the  Reverend  Samuel 
Vaugh  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  their  use  or  in  trust 
for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  lib- 
erties, franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are  hereby  vested 
and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors 
forever,  according  to  their  original  use  and  intention.  And  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as 
in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments, 
releases,  devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared 
limited  or  expressed,  as  also  that  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  aforesaid  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  capable  and 
able  to  purchase,  have  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in  fee  sim- 
ple or  of  any  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by  the 
gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  con- 
firmation or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and 
corporate  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same  and  further,  that 
the  said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  and  any  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  chattels  that 
have  or  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them  by  any  person  or 
persons,  bodies  politic  and  cori)orate  capable  to  mivke  a  be- 
quest or  gift  thereof,  such  money,  goods  and  chattels  to  be  laid 
out  by  them  in  a  purchase  or  purchases  of  lands,  tenements, 
messuages,  houses,  rents,  annuities  or  hereditaments  to  them 
and  their  successors  forever  or  the  money  lent  on  interest  or 
otherwise  disposed  of  according  to  the  true  intention  of  the 
donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents,  profits  and  interests 
of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  aforesaid  church  and 
corporation  shall  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  from 
time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid  out  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  pastor  of  said  church,  for  repairing  and  main- 
taining of  their  house  of  public  worship,  lots  of  ground,  parson- 
age house,  and  other  buildings  which  now  do  or  hereafter  shall 
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belong  to  the  said  church  and  corporation,  and  such  pious  and 
charitable  uses  as  shall  be  agreed  on  and  determined  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  said  church  met  together  on  due  notice 
to  give  thei^  free  vote  in  such  case. 

[Section  IV.]  Sectoin  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  and  as  often  as  it  may 
become  necessary  to  rebuild,  enlarge  or  otherwise  alter  or  re- 
pair the  house  of  public  worship  or  any  other  buildings  belong- 
ing to  the  aforesaid  church  and  corporation  or  to  erect  any  new 
buildings  or  to  make  any  new  purchases  for  the  use  of  the  said 
congregation,  [then]  and  in  such  case  it  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  aforesaid  trustees  and  their  successors  to  make  sale 
of,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  such  part  or  parcel  of  the  said  estate, 
real  or  personal  as  a  majority  of  the  regular  members  of  the 
said  congregation  duly  called  and  met  together  shall  by  their 
vote  direct  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  or  disposal  to  be 
laid  out  and  applied  agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  aforesaid  ma- 
jority. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  not  by  any  deed,  fine  or  recovery,  or  by  any  other 
ways  or  means  grant,  alien  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  manors, 
messuages,  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  them  or  their 
successors  vested,  or  hereafter  to  be  vested,  nor  charge  nor  en- 
cumber the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  whatever,  without 
the  consent  and  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
said  congregation,  who  shall  have  met  together  on  due  notice 
having  been  previously  and  publicly  given  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors or  a  majority  of  them  met  from  time  to  time  after  pub- 
lic intimation  given  the  preceding  Lord's  day,  commonly  called 
Sunday,  from  the  desk  or  pulpit  of  the  said  church  immediately 
after  divine  service,  before  the  congregation  are  dismissed  or 
after  regular  notice  in  writing  left  at  the  house  of  each  trustee 
and  the  particular  business  inserted  therein  at  least  one  week 
before,  be  authorized  and  empowered,  and  they  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  make  by-laws  and  ordinances  and  to 
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Jo  everything  needful  for  the  good  government  and  support  of 
the  secular  affairs  of  the  said  church. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  said  by- 
laws, rules  and  ordinances  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to 
the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  and  that  all  their  proceedings 
be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  in  a  church  book  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  shall  by  a  majority  of  votes  of  any  five  or  more  of 
them,  when  met  as  aforesaid  after  such  intimation  or  notice 
as  aforesaid  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  appoint 
from  among  themselves  a  president  and  also  to  elect  and  ap- 
point from  among  themselves  or  others  a  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary and  the  same  president,  treasurer  and  secretay  or  any  of 
them  at  their  pleasure  to  remove,  change,  alter  or  continue  as 
to  them  or  a  majority  of  any  five  or  more  of  them  so  met  as 
aforesaid  from  time  to  time  shall  seem  to  be  most  for  the  benefit 
of  the  said  church  and  corporation. 

(Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  shall 
have  full  power  to  make,  have  and  use  one  common  seal  with 
such  device  and  description  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the 
same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  [sic]  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Silver  Spring  in  the  County  of  Cumberland," 
shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and 
be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts  before  any  judge  or  judges, 
justice  or  justices  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints, 
pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever  nature,  kind 
or  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein 
to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or 
persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  within  this  commonwealth 
may  or  can  do. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
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always  consist  of  nine  members  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Silver  Spring 
in  the  County  of  Cumberland,"  and  the  said  member^  shall  at 
all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority  of  such 
members  met  together  of  the  said  congregation  as  are  stated 
worshippers  with  the  said  church  for  not  less  than  the  space  of 
one  year,  and  have  paid  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  yeariy  towards 
the  support  of  the  said  church,  and  shall  not  at  any  time  of  vot- 
ing be  more  than  one  year  in  arrear  for  the  same. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  first  and  present  trustees 
hereby  incorporated  shall  be  and  continue  trustees  until  re- 
moved in  manner  following,  (viz:)  one-third  part  in  number  of 
the  trustees  aforesaid  being  the  third  part  therein  first  named 
and  appointed,  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appoint- 
ment determine  on  the  last  Monday  [in  the  month]  of  August, 
which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  and  the  second  third  part  herein  mentioned  shall 
cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  on  the 
last  Monday  in  the  month  of  August,  which  will  be  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  in  like  man- 
ner the  last  third  part  herein  named  shall  cease  and  determine 
on  the  last  Monday  [in  the  month  of]  August,  which  will  be 
in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  on 
which  days  in  each  of  the  aforementioned  years  respectively 
new  elections  shall  be  held  of  other  trustees  instead  of  those 
whose  appointment  shall  have  ceased  and  terminated,  which 
manner  of  discontinuance,  determination  and  new  appoint- 
ment or  election  shall  be  continued  on  the  last  Monday  of 
August  in  every  year  hereafter  forever,  so  that  no  person  shall 
be  or  continue  a  trustee  longer  than  three  years  together  with- 
out being  re-elected,  which  may  be  done  whenever  and  as  often 
as  the  members  of  said  congregation  qualified  to  vote  as  afore- 
said described  shall  think  fit. 

(Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  that  whenever  any 
vacancy  shall  happen  by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal 
of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  or  in  case  the  members 
of  the  said  church  shall  neglect  to  meet  on  the  last  Monday  of 
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August  in  any  year,  an  election  shall  be  held  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently can  be  done  and  some  fit  person  or  persons  chosen  and 
appointed  as  before  directed  to  supply  such  vacancy,  and  the 
person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be  and  remain  and  continue 
as  a  trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid,  so  long  without  a  new  election 
as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  and  stead  he  or  they 
shall  have  been  so  elected  as  aforesaid,  would  or  might  have  con- 
tinued and  remained  and  no  longer,  and  that  in  all  cases  of  a 
vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last  mentioned,  the 
remaining  trustee  or  trustees  shall  be  empowered  to  call  a 
meeting  of  the  electors  of  said  congregation  for  supplying  the 
said  vacancy  in  like  manner  as  hereinbefore  is  directed. 

(Section  XV.  P.  L.)  Provided  also.  That  the  pastor  of  said 
church  for  the  time  being  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  equally  with 
any  member  of  the  said  church  or  congregation,  and  likewise 
that  all  and  every  person  or  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid  to 
vote  and  elect  shall  and  may  be  capable  and  able  to  be  elected 
trustees  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  clear 
yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  annuities  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate 
of  the  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  taken  and  es- 
teemed exclusive  of  the  money  arising  from  the  annual  stated 
subscriptions  or  pew  rent  belonging  to  the  said  church  which 
said  money  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  disx>osed  of  by 
them  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

Passed  September  25,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  155,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MOCLI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  AUTHORIZING  AND  DIRECTING  THE  COMPTROLLER 
GENERAL  TO  ISSUE  A  CERTIFICATE  IN  FAVOR  OF  WILLIAM  THARPE 
FOR  A  SUM  OF  MONEY  DUE  TO  HIM  FROM  THIS  COMMONWEALTH 
IN  CONSEQUENCE  OF  AN  AGREEMENT  OF  THE  HONORABLE  THE 
SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  William  Tharpe  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  merchant,  did  institute  a  suit  at  law  against  a  cer- 
tain Robert  Stewart  and  John  Carr,  who  were  employed  by  this 
commonwealth  as  commissioners  of  clothing  in  the  county  of 
Bucks  in  order  to  recover  from  them  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  fifty-one  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  three  pence  in  conti- 
nental currency  for  divers  goods  taken  by  them  from  the  said 
William  Tharpe  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight,  which  suit 
the  said  William  Tharpe  did  relinquish  at  the  recommendation 
of  the  honorable  the  supreme  executive  council  who  agreed  to 
pay  the  said  William  Tharpe  such  sum  of  money  in  specie  as 
auditors  appointed  by  the  said  executive  council  should  report 
to  be  due  to  the  said  William  Tharpe  for  the  said  goods,  which 
said  auditors  reported  to  the  honorable  the  supreme  executive 
council  that  there  was  due  to  the  said  William  Tharpe  in  that 
behalf  the  sum  of  eighty-two  pounds,  three  shillings  and  six 
pence  in  specie  and  that  the  same  still  remains  due  and  unpaid 
to  the  said  William  Tharpe,  and  it  is  just  and  reasonable  that 
the  aforesaid  agreement  of  the  honorable  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  should  be  complied  with. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  comptroller-general  of  this  commonwealth  to  issue 
in  favor  of  the  said  William  Tharpe,  a  certificate  that  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  is  indebted  to  the  said  William  Tharpe  in  the 
sum  of  eighty-two  pounds  three  shillings  and  six  pence  [in 
specie]  with  lawful  interest  thereupon  from  the  thirtieth  day 
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of  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  and  the  said  comptroller-general  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  issue  such  certificate  accordingly. 

Passed  September  26,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  Ill,  etc 


CHAPTER  MCCLII. 


AN  ACT  TO  AUTHORIZE  AND  EMPOWER  FREDERICK  SMITH  OF  THE 
CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA.  ESQUIRE.  AND  MARGARET  HIS  WIFE,  LATE 
MARGARET  OSWALD,  AND  THE  HONORABLE  JOHN  PENN  AND 
EDWARD  SHIPPEN,  ESQUIRES,  AND  DOCTOR  THOMAS  PARKE  TO 
SELL  AND  CONVEY  A  MESSUAGE  AND  LOT  OF  GROUND  THEREIN 
DESCRIBED  UPON  THE  TERMS  AND  CONDITIONS  THEREIN  BfEN- 
TIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  said  Margaret  Smith  before 
her  espousals  was  seized  in  her  demesne  as  of  fee  of  and  in  a  cer- 
tain messuage  and  the  lot  of  ground  thereto  belonging,  sit- 
uated on  the  west  side  of  Front  street  near  High  street  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  containing  in  breadth  on  Front  street 
aforesaid  thirty-six  feet,  and  in  depth  one  hundred  feet,  bounded 
eastward  by  Front  street  aforesaid,  southward  by  an  eight  feet 
alley  called  Black  Horse  alley  and  westward  and  northward  by 
ground  of  Benjamin  Chew  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  and  so  being 
seized  in  consideration  of  her  then  intended  marriage  with  the 
said  Frederick  Smith,  did  by  a  certain  indenture,  grant,  con- 
vey and  assure  the  same,  together  with  other  real  estate  with 
the  appurtenances  to  the  said  John  Penn,  Edward  Shippen  and 
Thomas  Parke  and  their  heirs  forever  in  trust  for  certain  uses 
in  the  indenture  contained. 

And  whereas  since  the  said  marriage  took  effect,  the  said  in- 
denture was  agreed  to  Ue  cancelled  and  another  indenture  was 
executed,  bearing  date  the  fifth  day  of  January  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  between 
the  said  Frederick  Smith  and  Margaret  his  wife  of  the  one  part 
and  the  said  John  Penn,  Edward  Shippen  and  Thomas  Parke 
of  the  other  part,  wherein  and  whereby  the  said  messuage  and 
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lot  of  ground  with  the  appurtenances  and  other  real  estate  of 
the  said  Margaret  Smith  were  vested  [in]  and  assured  to  the 
said  John  Penn,  Edward  Shippen  and  Thomas  Parke,  their 
heirs  and- assigns  to  their  proper  use  forever,  but  in  trust  never- 
theless for  certain  uses,  not  executed  therein  mentioned,  among 
which  was  the  power  of  disposing  thereof  by  the  said  Margaret 
Smith  by  her  will  or  writing  in  nature  of  a  will,  but  no  power 
was  thereby  expressly  reserved  for  the  said  Margaret  Smith 
with  or  without  the  aid  of  her  said  husband  and  the  said  trus- 
tees to  dispose  of  the  same  deed  to  take  effect  in  her  lifetime: 

And  whereas  the  said  Margaret  Smith  by  petition  to  this  house, 
hath  presented  that  the  income  of  her  whole  estate  as  at  pre- 
sent circumstanced  is  not  adequate  to  the  support  of  her  family, 
that  there  are  debts  due  from  the  estate  of  her  late  uncle  Joseph 
Turner,  Esquire,  by  whose  device  she  held  the  said  real  estate, 
which  are  charged  with  the  same,  and  that  an  advantageous 
offer  had  been  made  to  purchase  the  said  messuage  and  lot  of 
ground  whereby  a  considerable  sum  of  money  would  be  raised 
immediately  to  enable  her  to  discharge  the  said  debts,  and  an 
annuity  during  the  lives  of  the  said  Frederick  Smith  and  Marga- 
ret his  wife  would  be  reserved,  whereby  their  income  would  be 
80  increased  as  to  render  their  circumstances  and  situation  easy 
for  their  lives,  but  that  doubts  had  arisen  the  minds  of  some  of 
the  [said]  trustees  whether  under  the  said  redted  indentures 
they  had  sufficient  powers  to  make  a  title  to  the  said  messuage 
and  lot  of  ground  and  therefore  the  said  Margaret  Smith  prayed 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  be  enacted  into  a  law  to  authorize  and 
empower  them  so  to  do,  and  a  committee  of  this  house  having 
heard  the  parties,  have  found  that  it  is  reasonable  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  said  petition  and  the  same  is  granted  in  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  Frederick  Smith  and  Margaret  his  wife,  and  the 
said  John  Penn,  Edward  Shippen  and  Thomas  Parke,  forthwith 
after  the  passing  of  this  act  by  any  deed  or  writing  under  their 
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hands  and  seals  to  be  executed,  proved  or  acknowledged  and 
recorded  in  the  manner  and  form  that  deeds  for  the  convey- 
ance of  real  estate  are  by  law  required  to  be  executed,  proved 
and  acknowledged  and  recorded,  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey 
and  assure  to  any  person  or  i>ersons  whatsoever  willing  to  pur- 
chase the  same,  and  to  his,  her  or  their  heirs  or  assigns  forever; 
all  that  the  aforesaid  messuage  and  lot  of  ground  herein  above 
described  with  all  and  every  the  appurtenances  thereunto  be- 
longing for  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  in  hand  to  be  paid  or  to 
be  secured  to  be  paid  and  such  rent  or  rents  to  be  charged  there- 
on and  issue  thereout  payable  to  the  said  Frederick  Smith  and 
Maragaret  his  wife  and  their  assigns  during  their  lives  and  the 
life  of  the  survivor  of  them,  as  they  the  said  Frederick  Smith 
and  Margaret  his  wife  and  the  said  trustees  shall  think  reasona- 
ble. 
I  [Section  II.]     (Section  III.  P.  L.)    And  be  it  further  enacted 

by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  a  deed  of  conveyance  to  be  ex- 
ecuted for  the  consideration  aforesaid  by  the  said  Frederick 
Smith  and  Margaret  his  wife  and  the  said  John  Penn,  Edward 
Shippen  and  Thomas  Parke  shall  be  and  enure  and  shall  be 
deemed,  adjudged  and  taken  to  enure,  to  vest  in  the  grantee 
or  purchaser  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim  and  de- 
mand whatsoever  both  in  law  and  in  equity  which  the  said 
Margaret  Smith,  late  Oswald,  before  her  espousals  and  before 
the  execution  of  the  said  first  recited  indenture  had  or  of  right 
ought  to  have  of,  in,  to  or  •out  of  the  said  messuage  and  lot  of 
ground  with  the  appurtances  under  or  by  virtue  of  the  will  of 
the  said  Joseph  Turner,  Esquire,  or  by  any  other  ways  or  means 
whatsoever. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  never- 
theless and  it  is  hereby  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  the  rent  charge  to  be  reserved  by  the  conveyances 
to  be  executed  by  the  parties  aforesaid  be  reserved,  made  pay- 
able and  secured  in  such  manner  and  form  that  one  equal 
moiety  or  half  part  thereof  be  made  payable  to  the  said  Frede- 
rick Smith  during  the  term  of  his  natural  life  and  the  other 
equal  moiety  or  half  part  thereof  to  the  said  Margaret  Smith 
during  the  term  of  her  natural  life,  for  which  payments  the 
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receipts  of  the  said  Margaret  notwithstanding  her  coverture 
or  whether  she  be  covert  or  sole  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge, 
nor  shall  any  assignment,  release,  acquaintance,  discharge  or 
incumbrance  whatsoever  of  the  said  Frederick  Smith  at  all  or  in 
any  manner  affect  the  same:  And  provided  also.  That  if  the  said 
Margaret  Smith  should  survive  her  said  husband,  the  whole 
or  the  said  rent  charge  shall  survive  and  accrue  to  her  the  said 
Margaret  during  her  life,  any  debts,  encumbrances,  charges, 
judgments,  executions,  liens  or  other  acts  in  deed  or  in  law  by 
the  said  Frederick  Smith  and  Margaret  his  wife  jointly  or  by 
either  of  them  separately  has  made,  done  or  suffered  of  or  con- 
cerning the  said  rent  charge  or  otherwise  howsoever  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding.  And  provided  also,  that  if  the  said  Mar- 
garet Smith  should  naturally  die  in  the  life  time  of  her  said  hus- 
band, that  he  the  said  Frederick  Smith  shall  be  entitled  to  have 
and  receive  one  equal  moiety  of  the  said  rent  charge  during  all 
the  term  of  his  natural  life,  and  the  other  equal  moiety  thereof 
shall  go  to  such  person  or  persons  in  such  shares  and  propor- 
tions during  the  continuance  of  the  natural  life  of  the  said 
Frederick  Smith  as  she  the  said  Margaret  Smith  or  by  any  writ- 
ing by  her  made  in  the  nature  of  a  will  shall  order,  direct  or  ap- 
X>oint,  which  writing  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  in  dis- 
posing of  her  said  moiety  of  the  said  rent  charge  as  if  she  were 
sole  and  unmarried,  and  for  want  of  such  disposition  by  her  to 
be  made,  the  said  moiety  shall  survive  and  accrue  to  the  said 
Frederick  Smith  and  his  assigns  during  all  the  time  of  his  sur- 
vivorship. 

Passed  September  25, 1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  149,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOOLIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  APPOINT  A  RBPRESBNTATION  FOR  THE  CITY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA AND  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH 
IN  PROPORTION  TO  THE  NUMBER  OF  TAXABLE  INHABITANTS  IN 
BACH  FOR  THE  ENSUING  SEVEN  YEARS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)    Whereas  by  the  seventeenth  section  of  the 
constitution  of  this  commonwealth  it  is  declared  that  as  repre- 
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sentation  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants 
is  the  only  principle  which  can  at  all  times  secure  equal  liberty, 
and  make  the  voice  of  a  majority  of  the  people  the  law  of  the 
land,  therefore  the  general  assembly  shall  cause  complete  lists 
of  the  taxable  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  each  county  in  the 
commonwealth  respectively,  to  be  taken  and  returned  to  them 
septennially,  and  shall  appoint  a  representation  to  each  in  pro- 
portion to  .the  number  of  taxables  in  such  returns: 

And  whereas  an  act  of  assembly  was  passed  on  the  third 
day  of  March  last  to  ascertain  the  number  of  taxable  inhabi- 
tants, within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  within  each  of 
the  counties  within  this  commonwealth,  in  pursuance  of  which 
returns  from  the  said  city  and  several  counties  containing  the 
number  of  taxable  inhabitants  within  each  have  been  made  to 
this  assembly. 

In  compliance,  therefore,  with  the  directions  of  the  said  con- 
stitution: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  (Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same.  That  the  freemen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
of  each  of  the  counties  within  this  commonwealth  respectively 
who  are  or  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  representatives  by  the 
laws  thereof  for  the  time  being  shall  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  October  next  and  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  each  of  the  next 
six  succeeding  years  and  in  the  manner  and  form  directed  by 
the  said  laws  choose  the  number  of  persons  hereafter  respec- 
tively mentioned  to  represent  them  in  general  assembly  for 
each  of  the  said  seven  years,  that  is  to  say; 

Five  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

Five  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 

Four  for  the  county  of  Bucks, 

Six  for  the  county  of  Chester, 

Six  for  the  county  of  Lancaster, 

Six  for  the  county  of  York, 

Four  for  the  county  of  Cumberland, 

Five  for  the  county  of  Berks, 

Four  for  the  county  of  Northampton, 
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Three  for  the  county  of  Bedford, 

Two  for  the  county  of  Northumberland, 

Three  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland, 

Four  for  the  county  of  Washington, 

Two  for  the  county  of  Fayette, 

Two  for  the  county  of  Franklin, 

Four  for  the  county  of  Montgomery, 

Three  for  the  county  of  Dauphin, 

And  one  for  the  county  of  Luzerne. 

Which  persons  so  chosen  from  time  to  time  shall  be  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  representatives  of  the  freemen  of  Pennsylvania 
and  shall  have  all  and  every  the  powers  thereof  for  and  during 
each  of  the  said  seven  years  respectively,  according  to  the 
directions  and  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  con- 
stitution and  of  the  laws  which  are  or  shall  be  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof. 

Passed  27tli  September,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  131,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOOLIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  SO  MUCH  OP  THE  ACT.  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
ENCOURAGE  AND  PROTECT  THE  MANUFACTURES  OP  THIS  STATE 
BY  LAYING  ADDITIONAL  DUTIES  ON  THE  IMPORTATION  OF  CER- 
TAIN MANUFACTURES  WHICH  INTERFERE  WITH  THEM,"i  AS 
LAYS  AN  ADDITIONAL  DUTY  ON  WINES  AND  FRUIT  THE  GROWTH 
OR  PRODUCT  OF  THE  KINGDOM  OF  PORTUGAL. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  additional  duties  of  one  shill- 
ing for  every  gallon  of  wine,  five  shillings  for  very  box  of  lemons 
and  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  upon  every  hundred  weight 
of  raisins  or  other  fruit,  the  said  wine  or  fruit  being  of  the 
growth  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal,  or  of  the  territories  there- 
unto belonging,  imposed  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of 
this  state,  entitled  "An  act  to  encourage  and  protect  the  manu- 
factures of  this  state  by  laying  additional  duties  on  the  importa- 
tion of  certain  manufactures  which  interfere  with  them,"  have 
been  found  burdensome  to  the  commerce  of  this  state  without 
producing  the  goods  effects  intended  thereby. 
22— XII 
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[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enax!ted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  so  much  of  the  said  recited 
act  as  lays  an  additional  duty  of  one  shilling  on  every  gallon 
of  wine  and  five  shillings  on  every  box  of  lemons  and  seven 
shillings  and  six  pence  for  every  hundred  weight  of  raisins  of 
the  growth  and  produce  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  null  and  void. 
Passed  September  26,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  151,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOCLV. 


AN  ACT  TO  PREVENT  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  THE  SALES  OP  LANDS  FOR 
THE  PAYMENT  OF  TAXES  WITHIN  THE  FRONTIER  COUNTIES  OF 
THIS  STATE  BELONGING  TO  NON-RESIDENT  OWNERS  THEREOF 
AND  TO  ALLOW  THE  SAID  OWNERS  A  FURTHER  DAY  OF  APPEAL. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  act  passed  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  September  last  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  unimproved 
lands  from  the  inconveniences  they  were  subjected  to  by  the 
mode  established  by  law  of  enforcing  the  payment  of  taxeB,  re- 
spected such  taxes  only  as  should  be  assessed  after  the  passing 
of  that  act : 

And  whereas  sundry  taxes  before  that  time  assessed  remain 
uncollected  and  an  immediate  enforcing  the  payment  thereof 
in  the  manner  directed  by  the  former  laws  will  subject  the 
owners  of  unimproved  lands  to  all  the  inconveniences  above  re- 
ferred to: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  owners  of  unimproved  and  un- 
occupied lands  lying  within  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Bed- 
ford, Northumberland,  Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette 
and  Luzerne  or  any  of  them  on  which  any  taxes  have  been 
assessed  before  the  eleventh  day  of  September  last  shall  have 
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liberty  of  appeal  by  themselves  or  their  agents  until  the  six- 
teenth day  of  April  next,  and  that  no  sales  of  any  such  lands 
for  the  non-payment  of  taxes  assessed  thereon  shall  take  place 
before  the  first  day  of  June  next  and  until  that  day  all  proceed- 
ings relative  to  the  sales  of  such  lands  shall  be  suspended,  and 
on  the  said  sixteenth  day  of  April  the  commissioners  of  the 
counties  aforesaid  respectively  or  any  two  of  them  shall  meet 
together  at  the  court  house  or  at  the  usual  place  for  holding 
courts  in  each  county  to  receive  the  appeals  of  non-resident 
landholders  or  their  agents,  and  shall  continue  from  day  to 
day  until  the  twenty-first  day  of  the  said  month  to  hear  and  de- 
termine on  the  said  appeals,  and  on  each  appeal  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  make  every  proper  examination  and  correc- 
tion of  the  said  assessments  agreeably  to  the  laws  in  ordinary 
cases  of  appeal. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  expenses 
of  holding  such  courts  of  appeals  by  the  commissioners  of  the 
counties  respectively  shall  be  at  the  expenses  of  the  appellants 
and  be  assessed  by  the  said  commissioners  with  the  tax  which 
shall  be  adjudged  to  be  payable  by  them  the  said  appellants. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  appeal  for  the  owners  or 
their  agents  of  the  lands  aforesaid  in  the  county  of  Luzerne 
shall  be  held  by  the  commissioners  of  Northumberland  county 
at  the  court  house  of  Northumberland. 

Passed  November  27,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  158,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOCLVI. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT  PASSED  THE  TWENTY-FIFTH  DAY  OF 
SEPTEMBER  LAST,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  NORTH- 
ERN PART  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND  INTO  A  SEPA- 
RATE  COUNTY."  i 

(Section  I.  P.  I.)    Whereas  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  erecting  the  northern  part  of  the  county  of  Northumber- 
land into  a  separate  county,"  the  electors  thereof  were  au- 
1  Chapter  1244. 
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thorized  to  choose  a  representative  to  serve  in  the  general 
assembly,  a  couneillor,  sheriffs,  justices  of  the  peace  and  other 
olBftcers,  but  no  special  provision  was  therein  made  for  holding 
the  previous  elections  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  inspectors  and 
judges  of  election,  which  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  that 
county  rendered  necessary,  and  for  want  of  which  no  regular 
elections  can  be  made: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  CJommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  pro- 
thonotary  of  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  Zebulon  Butler  and 
John  Franklin,  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  by  writing  under  their  hands  to  notifS^  in 
such  manner  as  they  shall  judge  effectual  the  electors  in  the 
same  county  to  assemble  on  the  first  day  of-  February  next,  at 
the  house  of  Zebulon  Butler  in  Wilkesborough  in  the  said 
county  of  Luzerne,  then  and  there,  to  elect  one  representative 
to  serve  in  the  general  assembly,  one  councillor,  two  fit  persons 
for  sheriffs,  two  fit  persons  for  coroners  and  three  commission- 
ers for  the  county  aforesaid,  but  before  the  electors  who  shall 
be  so  assembled  proceed  to  the  said  elections,  they  shall  elect 
three  of  their  number  to  be  inspectors,  and  the  said  inspectors 
shall  then  choose  and  take  to  their  assistance  three  reputable 
and  discreet  freeholders  to  be  judges  of  the  said  elections,  and 
the  inspectors  and  judges  so  elected,  having  first  taken  the 
oath  or  affirmation  hereinafter  prescribed,  shall  be  deemed 
qualified  to  exercise  all  the  powers  vested  by  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth  in  the  offices  of  inspectors  and  judges  of  elec- 
tions and  thereupon  the  said  election  shall  be  opened  and  the 
same  shall  be  holden  and  continue  without  interruption,  until 
the  electors  who  shall  come  to  the  same  election  shall  have  full 
opportunity  to  give  in  their  respective  votes. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  at  the  time  and  place  of  elec- 
tion aforesaid,  and  before  the  poll  be  begun,  one  of  the  said 
judges  of  election  shall  openly  and  publicly  administer  to  the 
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other  judges,  inspectors  and  clerks  of  such  election  the  follow- 
ing oath  or  affirmation^  viz:  "I,  A.  B.  do  swear  (or  affirm)  that 
I  will  duly  attend  the  ensuing  election  and  faithfully  perform  the 
office  of  judge  (or  inspector  or  clerk  as  the  case  may  be)  of  the 
same  election  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  according  to  law,"  and 
the  judge  who  shall  administer  the  said  oath  or  affirmation 
shall  take  the  same  before  the  other  judges  or  one  of  them. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)    And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Timothy  Pickering, 
Esquire,  Zebulon  Butler  and  John  Franklin  be  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  in  writing  under  their  hands  to  appoint  one 
fit  person  in  each  of  the  three  districts  into  which  the  said 
county  of  Luzerne  is  divided  to  notify  in  such  manner  as  they 
the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  Zebulon  Butler  and  John 
Franklin  shall  deem  effectual  the  freeholders  thereof  to  assem- 
ble at  such  times  and  places  in  the  respective  districts,  as  they 
shall  judge  will  be  most  convenient  to  the  said  freeholders  for 
the  purpose  of  electing  four  justices  of  the  peace  for  each  of  the 
said  districts  and  the  three  persons  who  shall  in  this  manner 
be  appointed  shall  severally  preside  at  the  elections  of  justices 
[as]  aforesaid  in  their  respective  districts  and  perform  all  the 
duties  required  of  constables  by  the  laws  for  regulating  the  elec- 
tions of  justices  of  the  peace  throughout  this  state,  and  the  free- 
holders of  each  district  who  on  such  notice  shall  assemble  be- 
fore they  proceed  to  the  said  election  shall  elect  one  of  their 
number  to  be  an  inspector  and  two  others  of  their  number  to 
be  assistants  to  the  person  who  shall  preside  at  such  meeting 
as  aforesaid,  which  inspector  and  assistants  shall  exercise  and 
perform  all  the  powers  and  duties  vested  in  and  required  of 
inspectors  and  assistants  by  the  laws  aforesaid  for  regulating 
the  elections  of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  persons  severally 
presiding  as  aforesaid  shall  administer  to  the  said  inspectors 
and  assistants  the  oaths  or  affirmations  required  to  be  taken  by 
them  respectively  by  the  same  laws,  and  the  persons  authorized 
to  preside  at  the  said  elections  shall  severally  take  an  oath  or 
affirmation  to  be  administered  by  the  inspectors  and  assistant 
judges  or  one  of  them  faithfully  to  exercise  the  powers  vested 
in  them  by  this  act  to  the  best  of  their  judgment. 
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(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth require  that  every  elector  take  the  oath  or  affirmation 
of  allegiance  and  fidelity  and  forbid  the  admission  of  his  vote 
at  any  election  unless  he  produce  an  authentic  certificate 
thereof  and  there  being  no  justice  of  the  peace  or  other  officer 
in  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  to  administer  the  oath  or  affirma- 
tion of  allegiance  and  fidelity,  for  want  of  which  many  freemen 
of  the  same  county  though  otherwise  qualified  may  be  pre- 
cluded from  the  right  of  electors: 

For  remedy  ^V hereof : 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  Zebulon  But- 
ler and  John  Franklin  be  and  each  of  them  is  hereby  empowered 
to  administer  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  and  fidelity 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  '*An  act  for  securing  to  thisjcom- 
monwealth  the  fidelity  and  allegiance  of  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
and  for  admitting  certain  persons  to  the^^rights  of  citizenship,-'^ 
passed  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last,  to  each  elector  present 
at  the  meeting  for  the  choice  of  the  representative,  councillor 
and  other  officers  aforesaid,  who  shall  not  before  have  taken 
the  same  oath  or  affirmation  or  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  alle- 
giance and  fidelity  prescribed  by  the  former  laws  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  to  give  proper  certificates  thereof. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  three  persons  whom  the 
«aid  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  Zebulon  Butler  and  John 
Franklin  shall  appoint  to  preside  as  aforesaid  at  the  elections 
of  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  respective  districts  of  said  county 
shall  be  and  each  of  them  is  hereby  alike  empowered  to  admin- 
ister the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  free- 
holders who  shall  assemble  as  aforesaid  for  the  election  of  such 
justices  and  give  proper  certificates  thereof. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  the  powers  hereby  vested 
in  the  said  Timothy  Pickering,  Esquire,  Zebulon  Butler  and 
John  Franklin,  may  be  exercised  by  any  one  or  more  of  them. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)    And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  peculiar 

2  Chapter  1206. 
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situation  of  the  country  now  erected  into  the  county  of  Luzerne, 
commissioners  and  other  county  officers  have  not  heretofore 
been  appointed,  and  therefore  returns  of  the  taxable  inhabi- 
tants therein  cannot  be  made  to  the  judges  of  eelction,  nor  all 
the  other  rules  and  formalities  observed  which  are  required  in 
counties  and  districts  and  districts  completely  organized  and 
doubts  may  arise  about  the  validity  of  the  elections  to  be  made 
as  aforesaid: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  VII.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  all  the  elections  which  shall  be  made  in  the  said 
county  of  Luzerne  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  valid 
to  all  intents  and  purposes,  any  law  usage  or  custom  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding.  Provided,  that  in  all  future  elections 
which  shall  be  holden  in  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  after  the 
elections  directed  by  this  present  act  the  same  rules  shall  be 
observed  as  have  been  or  shall  be  prescribed  for  regulating 
the  elections  in  the  other  counties  of  this  commonwealth. 
.  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  the  said  act  that  part 
of  the  line  which  divides  the  counties  of  Northumberland  and 
Luzerne  (as  described  by  the  second  section  of  said  act)  which 
is  to  be  run  from  the  head  of  Towanda  creek,  thence  along  the 
ridge  that  divides  the  waters  of  the  east  branch  of  Susquehanna 
river  from  those  of  the  west  branch,  will  run  nearly  a  west 
course,  therefore  a  line  to  be  run  from  the  mouth  of  Nescopeck 
due  west  will  not  be  likely  to  make  the  necessary  division: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  VIIL]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  Nescopeck  shall  [be  run]  north- 
westwardly until  it  intersects  the  line  which  divides  the  waters 
of  the  east  branch  of  Susquehanna  river  from  those  of  the  west 
branch  thereof. 

Passed  December  27th,  17S6.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  161,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  September  29,  1787,  Chapter  1323. 
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OHAPTEE  MOOLVII. 


AN    ACT    TO    SUSPEND    THB    POWBRS    OP    THE    TRUSTEES  OP  THH 
COUNTY  OP  WESTMORELAND  AND  FOR  SETTLING  THEIR  ACCOUNTS 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  general  assem- 
bly of  Pennsylvania  published  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
three,  entitled  "An  act  for  erecting  part  of  the  county  of  Bed- 
fored  into  a  separate  county,"^  it  was  enacted  that  it  should 
and  might  be  lawful  to  and  for  Robert  Hanna,  George  Wilson, 
Samuel  Sloan,  Joseph  Irwin  and  John  CJavet  or  any  three  of 
them  to  purchase  and  take  assurance  to  them  and  their  hdrs 
of  a  piece  of  land  situated  in  some  convenient  place  of  the  said 
county  to  be  approved  of  by  the  governor,  in  trust  and  for  the 
use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  county,  and  thereupon  to 
erect  and  build  a  court  house  and  prison  sufficient  to  accommo- 
date the  public  service  of  said  county,  and  that  for  defraying  the 
charge  of  purchasing  the  said  land  and  building  and  erecting^ 
the  court  house  and  prison  aforesaid,  it  should  and  might  be 
lawful  for  the  commissioners  and  assessors  of  the  said  county 
or  for  a  majority  of  them  to  assess  and  levy  in  the  manner  di- 
rected by  the  act  for  raising  county  rates  and  levies  so  much 
money  as  the  said  trustees  or  any  three  of  them  should  judge 
necessary  for  purchasing  the  said  land,  and  for  finishing  the 
said  court  house  and  prison.  Provided  the  sum  of  money  so 
to  be  raised  should  not  exceed  one  thousand  pounds  money  of 
the  same  province: 

And  whereas  in  and  by  a  supplement  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
which  was  published  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  March  which 
was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-four  it  is  set  forth.  That  the  said  trustees  had  not  com- 
plied with  the  powers  to  them  given  in  and  by  the  act  first 
above  recited,  and  thereupon  it  was  by  the  same  supplement 
enacted  that  John  Irwin,  Benjamin  Davis,  Charles  Campbell, 
James  Pollock  and  James  Wilkins  should  be  and  they  or  any 
three  of  them  thereby  were  enabled  to  do,  and  perform  all  and 
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every  of  the  duties  of  trustees  of  said  county  of  Westmoreland 
as  fully  and  amply  as  the  said  former  trustees  could  or  might 
have  done,  anything  in  the  before  recited  act  to  the  contrary  in 
anywise  notwithstanding: 

And  whereas  the  said  John  Irwin,  Benjamin  Davis,  Charles 
Campbell,  James  Pollock  and  James  Wilkins,  having  not  done 
anything  in  the  premises,  another  act  of  general  assembly  was 
published  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  September  which  was  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
entitled  "An  act  to  appoint  trustees,  to  purchase  a  piece  of  land 
within  described  bounds,  and  thereon  to  erect  a  court  house 
and  prison  for  the  use  of  the  county  of  Westmoreland;'^*  where- 
by the  supplement  aforesaid  was  repealed,  and  Benjamin  Davis, 
Michael  Bough,  John  Shields,  John  Pomeroy  and  Hugh  Mar- 
tin of  the  said  county  or  any  three  of  them  were  enabled  to  pur- 
chase and  take  assurance  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  for 
the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  county  of  a  piece  of  ground 
within  certain  specified  limits  for  the  site  of  a  court  house  and 
prison  to  accommodate  the  public  service  of  the  said  county  of 
Westmoreland  and  the  commissioners  of  the  said  county  were 
enabled  and  required  to  assess  and  levy  so  much  money  as  the 
said  trustees  or  any  three  of  them  should  judge  necessary  for 
purchasing  the  said  land  and  for  finishing  the  said  court  house 
and  prison.  Provided,  the  same  did  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds  current  money  of  this  state: 

And  whereas  the  said  Benjamin  Davis,  Michael  Bough,  John 
Shields,  John  Pomeroy  and  Hugh  Martin  have  in  pursuance  of 
the  trust  and  authority  by  the  last  recited  act  to  them  committed 
and  in  them  vested  purchased  a  piece  of  land  at  the  place  now 
called  Greensburg,  in  the  township  of  Hempfield  within  the 
limits  aforesaid  and  have  thereon  erected  a  building  to  accomo- 
date the  public  service  as  a  court  house  and  prison  for  the  said 
county  and  which  is  now  occupied  for  the  said  uses: 

And  whereas  the  said  building  is  deemed  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid  until  the  said  county  be  better  able  to  erect 
more  substantial  buildings: 

a  Chapter  1176. 
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[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  powers  and  authori- 
ties in  and  by  the  before  recited  several  acts  of  general  assem- 
bly given  to  the  trustees  to  purchase  land  and  to  erect  thereon 
a  court  house  and  gaol  for  the  county  of  Westmoreland  shall 
be  and  the  same  are  hereby  superseded  until  the  legislature  of 
this  state  shall  further  and  otherwise  direct  concerning  the 
same. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Benjamin  Davis^ 
Michael  Bough,  John  Shields^  John  Pomeroy  and  Hugh  Mar- 
tin shall  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  exhibit 
the  accounts  together  with  proper  vouchers  for  the  same  with- 
out delay,  of  all  their  acts,  proceedings  and  expenditures  by  vir- 
tue of  the  last  recited  act  of  general  assembly,  to  William 
Moore,  Charles  Campbell  and  James  Bryson,  of  the  county 
aforesaid,  which  accounts  and  vouchers  shall  be  laid  before  the 
justices  and  grand  jury  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
same  county  for  their  inspection  and  examination,  and  the  said 
William  Moore,  Charles  Campbell  and  James  Bryson,  shall  with 
all  convenient  speed,  liquidate,  adjust  and  settle  the  same  ac- 
counts, and  in  case  any  moneys  of  the  same  county  be  found  in 
the  hands  of  the  said  trustees  or  any  of  them,  by  all  or  any  law- 
ful way'  or  ways  compel  the  payment  thereof  to  the  treasurer 
of  the  same  county,  and  for  that  purpose  may  bring  and  main- 
tain any  proper  suit  or  suits  in  law  in  the  name  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  county  of  Westmoreland,  and  his  successors  and  if  any 
balance  or  balances,  sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  be  found  to 
be  justly  due  to  the  trustees  or  any  of  them  or  to  any  other  per- 
son for  or  by  reason  of  any  act  or  doing  of  said  trustees  in  pur- 
chasing said  piece  of  land,  and  erecting  and  finishing  the  afore- 
said building,  the  said  William  Moore,  Charles  Campbell  and 
James  Bryson  shall  satisfy  the  same  by  drawing  an  order  or 
orders  on  the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  the  sum  so  found  to 
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be  due  as  aforesaid  payable  to  the  person  or  persons  entitled 
thereto. 

Passed  December  27,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  No.  106,  etc. 
The  Act  in  the  text  was  repealled  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
February  14,  1789,  Chapter  1389. 


CHAPTER  MCCLVIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  ISAAC  WYNN,  PHILIP  BUCKIUS,  JOHN 
HARMAR,  ADAM  ALBERGER,  EDWARD  DICKINSON,  GEORGE  KNOX, 
CHARLES  BROWN,  [EUAS  ROSA,]  HARMAN  COURTBR,  DENNISON 
HUME,  THOMAS  HARRISON,  WILLIAM  RITCHIE  AND  CATO  HILL,  IN- 
SOLVENT DEBTORS  CONFINED  IN  THE  GOAL  OP  THE  CITY  AND 
COUNTY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Wheras  Isaac  Wynn,  Philip  Buckius,  John 
Harmar,  Adam  Alberger,  Edward  Dickinson,  George  Knox, 
Charles  Brown,  Elias  Rosa,  Harman  Courter,  Dennison  Hume, 
Thomas  Harrison,  William  Ritchie  and  Cato  Hill,  pris- 
oners now  confined  in  the  gaol  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia  for  debt  or  money  due  by  them  to 
their  respective  creditors,  have  by  their  petitions  to  the  house 
of  assembly  severally  set  forth  their  total  inability  to  satisfy 
their  respective  creditors  and  have  prayed  to  be  discharged  from 
further  confinement  of  their  bodies,  which  from  their  particular 
circumstances  cannot  be  done  under  the  laws  at  present  sub- 
sisting for  the  benefit  of  insolvent  debtors  without  the  interven- 
tion of  this  house: 

And  whereas  the  prayers  of  their  petitions  appear  to  be  rea- 
sonable as  the  petitioners  will  by  such  discharge  be  the  better 
enabled  by  their  industry  when  at  liberty  to  acquire  property, 
by  which  the  debts  or  money  now  due  by  them  may  be  paid  to 
their  several  creditors: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  county  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  be  and 
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they  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  upon  the  several  peti- 
tions of  the  said  Isaac  Wynn^  Philip  Buckius^  John  Harmar^ 
Adam  Alberger,  Edward  Dickinson,  George  Knox,  Charles 
Brown,  Elias  Rosa,  Harmar  Oourter,  Dennison  Hume,  Thomas 
Harrison,  William  Bitchie  and  Cato  Hill,  to  grant  unto  them 
and  each  of  them  relief  in  like  manner  and  upon  the  same  terms 
as  by  the  laws  of  the  commonwealth  now  in  force  is  provided 
for  insolvent  debtors  who  are  confined  in  execution  for  debt  to 
any  one  person  to  the  value  of  forty  shillings  and  upwards  and 
the  several  and  respective  discharges  thereupon  to  be  made  by 
the  said  court  of  the  prisoners  aforesaid  shall  be  as  valid  and 
their  proceedings  as  effectual  to  all  intents  as  any  discharge 
or  proceeding  in  case  of  any  insolvent  debtor  under  the  laws 
of  this  commonwealth  now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  who  severally  are  indebted  or  owe  to  any  one  creditor 
to  the  value  of  forty  shillings  and  upwards  would  or  may  be. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  creditor  or  creditors  of 
the  said  Isaac  Wynn,  Philip  Buckius,  John  Harmar,/  Adam  Al- 
berger, Edward  Dickinson,  George  Knox,  Charles  Brown,  Elias 
Rosa,  Harman  Courier,  Dennison  Hume,  Thomas  Harrison,  Wil- 
liam Ritchie  and  Cato  Hill,  or  either  of  them  do  or  shall  not  re- 
side in  this  state  at  the  time  of  such  proceeding  before  the  said 
court,  that  the  service  of  notice  of  the  application  to  the  said 
court  or  of  any  rule  or  order  of  the  same  court  in  the  premises 
on  the  known  agent  or  attorney  within  this  state  of  such  credi- 
tor or  creditors  shall  be  equally  good  and  effectual  as  if  the 
same  notice  or  notices  were  served  on  the  person  or  persons  of 
such  creditor  or  creditors,  but  if  such  creditor  or  creditors  shall 
have  no  such  agent  or  attorney  within  the  state  the  said  court 
on  satisfactory  proof  that  due  diligence  hath  been  used  to  find 
out  such  agent  or  attorney  and  that  none  can  be  found  shall 
and  may  notwithstanding  proceed  to  discharge  any  such  debtor 
in  like  manner  as  if  such  notice  had  been  actually  given. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Isaac  Wynn,  Philip 
Buckius,  John  Harmar,  Adam  Alberger,  Edward  Dickinson, 
George  Knox,  Charles  Brown,  Elias  Rosa,  Harman  Courter, 
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Dennison  Hume,  Thomas  Harrison,  William  Eitchie  and  C&to 
Hilly  and  each  of  them  shall  be  fully  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  act,  although  they,  or  either  of  them  have  not  resided 
within  this  state  for  the  space  of  two  years  next  before  their 
or  his  imprisonment  or  confinement  aforesaid  and  although 
they  or  either  of  them  be  deemed  liable  to  be  proceeded  against 
by  virtue  of  the  "Act  for  the  regulation  of  bankruptcy,"^  and 
shall  not  have  been  in  actual  custody  in  any  gaol  within  this 
commonwealth  for  the  space  of  six  months  next  before  his  ap- 
plication for  the  benefit  thereof,  and  although  they  or  either  of 
them  have  not  been  committed  or  charged  in  execution  for  the 
debt  or  money  due  as  aforesaid  and  although  the  cause  of  action 
for  which  they  or  either  of  them  have  been  committed  as  afore- 
said be  rent  due. 

Section  IV.  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  not  be 
lawfuU  for  the  said  court  to  remand  the  said  Isaac  Wynn, 
Philip  Buckius,  John  Harmar,  Adam  Alberger,  Edward  Dick- 
inson, George  Knox,  Charles  Brown,  Elias  Rosa,  Harman  Cour- 
ter,  Dennison  Hume,  Thomas  Harrison,  William  Ritchie  and 
Cato  Hill  or  either  of  them  to  gaol,  although  the  creditor  or 
creditors  of  them  or  any  of  them  shall  or  may  desire  the  same 
to  be  done  and  offer  to  comply  with  the  security,  weekly  pay- 
ments and  other  requisites  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  com- 
monwealth for  such  purposes  made  and  now  in  force  except  in 
case  of  a  strong  presumption  of  fraud  committed  by  such  of 
the  said  insolvents  as  shall  be  required  to  be  remanded  by  his 
creditor  or  creditors. 

Passed  December  28,  1786.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  158,  etc. 
iPassed  Septeimber  16,  1785,  Chapter  1183. 
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CHAPTER  M(X5LIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  GIVING  DURING  A  LIMITED  TIME  A  RIGHT  OF  PRE- 
EMPTIAN  TO  THE  ACTUAL  SETTLERS  WITHIN  THAT  PART  OF  THIS 
STATE  WHICH  IS  WITHIN  THE  TERRITORY  PURCHASED  [BY  THE 
KING  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN]  OF  OR  FROM  THE  INDIANS  AT  FORT 
STANWIX  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUN- 
DRED AND  SIXTY-EIGHT. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  act  of  general  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth  passed  on  the  first  day  of  April  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  opening  the  land  oflSce  for  granting  and  dis- 
posing of  the  unappropriated  lands  within  this  state/  no  re- 
servation was  made  or  right  of  pre-emption  given  to  settlers  on 
the  lands  purchased  of  the  Indians  at  a  treaty  held  at  Fort 
Stanwix  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-eight,  but  in  was  left  in  the  power  of  all  persons  what- 
ever to  make  application  and  take  out  warrants  for  those  lands: 

And  whereas  many  of  the  settlers  on  the  said  lands  have  been 
driven  from  their  habitations  in  the  course  of  the  war  or  have 
remained  therein  and  during  the  said  time  with  much  suffering 
[and]  at  great  risks  have  formed  a  barrier  to  the  country: 

And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  war  and  other  causes  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  such  settlers  to  pay  the  purchase  money  and  take  out 
warrants  for  the  said  lands  immediately  it  is  therefore  just  and 
reasonable  that  a  right  of  pre-emption  for  a  limited  time  be 
given  to  them,  and  that  they  may  take  out  warrants  for  the 
lands  which  they  have  possessed  and  improved  at  so  great  peril. 

[Section  L]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  no  warrant  shall  issue 
from  the  land  office  of  this  state  for  any  tract  of  land  on  which 
a  settlement  is  made  unless  to  such  person  or  persons  respec- 
tively who  have  made  the  settlement  or  their  legal  representa- 
tives until  the  tenth  day  of  April,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of 

iChapter  1C94. 
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our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  and  if 
any  such  warrant  shall  issue  otherwise  than  aforesaid,  it  shall 
be  deemed  to  have  issued  by  surprise,  and  shall  be  of  no  avail 
in  law. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  by  a  settlement 
shall  be  understood  an  actual  personal  resident  settlement  with 
a  manifest  intention  of  making  it  a  place  of  abode,  and  the 
means  of  supporting  a  family  and  continued  from  time  to  time 
unless  interrupted  by  the  enemy  or  by  going  into  the  military 
service  of  this  country  during  the  war. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  this 
act  shall  extend  only  to  that  part  of  this  state  which  is  within 
the  territory  purchased  of  or  from  the  Indians  by  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou* 
sand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  and  that  no  such  settler 
shall  or  may  have  the  pre-emption  of  [any]  tract  exceeding 
four  hundred  acres  by  reason  of  any  such  settlement. 

Passed  December  30,  1786.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  164,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  29»  1788,  Chapter  1348; 
March  21,  1789,  Chapter  1402;  March  29,  1790,  Chapter  1502. 


CHAPTER  MCCLX. 


AN  ACT  APPOINTING  DEPUTIES  TO  THE  CONVENTION  INTENDED  TO 
BE  HELD  IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
REVISING  THE  FEDERAL  CONSTITUTION. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  general  assembly  of  this  com- 
monwealthy  taking  into  their  serious  consideration  the  repre- 
sentations heretofore  made  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several 
states  in  the  Union,  by  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled, 
and  also  weighing  the  difficulties  under  which  the  confederated 
states  now  labor,  are  fully  convicted  of  the  necessity  of  revising 
the  federal  constitution  for  the  purpose  of  making  such  altera- 
tions and  amendments  as  the  exigencies  of  our  public  affairs  re- 
quire: 
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And  whereas  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Virginia  have 
already  passed  an  act  of  that  commonwealth  empowering  cer- 
tain commissioners  to  meet  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  May 
next,  a  convention  of  commissioners  or  deputies  from  the  differ- 
ent states,  and  the  legislature  of  this  state  are  fully  sensible  of 
the  important  advantages  which  may  be  derived  to  the  United 
States  and  every  of  them  from  co-operating  with  the  common- 
wealth of  Virginia,  and  the  other  states  of  the  confederation 
in  the  said  design: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  C5ommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  Thomas  Mifflin,  Robert  Morris, 
George  Clymer,  Jared  IngersoU,  Thomas  Fitzimmons,  James 
Wilson  and  Govemeur  Morris^  Esquires,  are  hereby  appointed 
deputies  from  this  state  to  meet  in  the  convention  of  the  depu- 
ties of  the  respective  states  of  North  America  to  be  held  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  second  day  of  the  month  of  May 
next.  And  the  said  Thomas  Mifflin,  Robert  Morris,  George  Cly- 
mer, Jared  IngersoU,  Thomas  Fitzimmons,  James  Wilson  and 
Govemeur  Morris,  Esquires  or  any  four  of  them  are  hereby  con- 
stituted and  appointed  deputies  from  this  state  with  powers  to 
meet  such  deputies  as  may  be  appointed  and  authorized  by  the 
other  sta^  to  assemble  in  the  said  convention  at  the  city  afore- 
said, and  to  join  with  them  in  devising,  deliberating  on  and  dis- 
cussing all  such  alterations  and  further  provisions  as  may  be 
necessary  to  render  the  federal  constitution  fully  adequate  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  Union  and  in  reporting  such  act  or  acts  for 
that  purpose  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  as 
when  agreed  to  by  them  and  duly  confirmed  by  the  several 
states  will  effectually  provide  for  the  same. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  case  any  of  the  said  depu- 
ties hereby  nominated  shall  happen  to  die  or  to  resign  his  or 
their  said  appointment  or  appointments,  the  supreme  executive 
council  shall  be  and  hereby  are  empowered  and  required  to 
nominate  and  appoint  other  person  or  persons  in  lieu  of  him  or 
them  so  deceased  or  who  has  or  have  so  resigned,  which  person 
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or  persons  from  and  after  snch  nomination  and  appointment^ 
shall  be  and  hereby  are  declared  to  be  vested  with  the  same 
powers  respectively  as  any  of  the  deputies  nominated  and  ap- 
pointed by  this  act  is  vested  with  by  the  same.  Provided 
always^  That  the  council  are  not  hereby  authorized  nor  shall 
they  make  any  such  nomination  or  appointment  except  in  vaca- 
tion, and  during  the  recess  of  the  general  assembly  of  this 
state. 

Passed  December  30,  1786.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  163,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  28,  1787,  Chapter  1280. 


CHAPTER  MCOLXI. 


AN  ACT  CONTAINING  A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACTS  MADE  FOR  THE 
REUEP  OF  INSOLVENT  DEBTORS  AND  ALSO  GRANTING  REUEF  TO 
FELONS  UNABLE  TO  MAKE  RESTITUTION  OF  STOLEN  GOODS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  proper  that  the  laws  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors  should  be  extended  in  order  to  make 
them  correspond  with  the  words  and  spirit  of  the  twenty-eighth 
section  of  the  constitution  of  this  state: 

And  whereas  the  confinement  of  persons  who  have  been  con- 
victed of  <!rimes  against  the  commonwealth  until  they  make 
restitution  for  the  goods  stolen  or  pay  the  value  thereof  has 
been  found  oppressive  to  such  convicts,  and  expensive  to  the 
state  without  answering  the  good  purposes  intended  thereby: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  all  and  every  person  or  persons  who  is,  are,  or  shall  be  held 
in  confinement  by  order  or  judgment  of  any  court  of  this  state, 
committing  him,  her  or  them  until  he,  she  or  they  restore  to  the 
owner  or  owners,  any  stolen  goods^  chattels  or  effects,  or  pay 
to  the  owner  or  owners  the  value  thereof,  or  until  he,  she  or 
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they  ysj  to  such  owner  or  owners  the  sum  or  soms  of  money 
allowed  by  the  court  for  the  loss  of  time,  charges  and  disburse- 
ments of  such  owner  or  owners  in  the  apprehending  and  pro- 
secuting of  such  offender  or  offenders^  shall  and  may  be  dis- 
charged from  personal  imprisonment  by  the  court  which  shall 
have  committed  such  offender  or  offenders  as  aforesaid  so  far  as 
regards  confinement  for  such  causes  if  such  court  shall  on  con- 
sideration of  the  situation  and  circumstances  of  such  offender 
or  offenders  find  that  he,  she  or  they  cannot  make  such  restitu- 
tion or  payment.  Provided  always,  That  no  such  discharge 
shall  be  made  unless  reasonable  previous  notice  be  given  by  the 
offender  or  offenders  to  the  owner  or  owners  aforesaid  respec- 
tively his,  her  or  their  agent  or  attorney  in  fact,  if  such  owner 
or  owners  be  in  this  state  at  the  time  or  on  proof  of  due  diligence 
to  find  such  owner  or  owners,  his  her  or  their  agent  or  attorney 
in  fact,  and  that  such  owner  or  owners,  agent  or  attorney  can- 
not be  found. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  debtor  who  is  or  who 
shall  be  charged  in  execution  for  rent  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  acts  heretofore  made  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors  (except  such  acts  as  are  made  for  particular  debtors  by 
name)  in  like  manner  as  those  debtors  who  are  charged  in  exe- 
cution for  other  debts. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  deprive  any  landlord  or  landlords  of  the  benefit 
of  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors 
within  the  province  (now  state)  of  Pennsylvania,"^  so  far  as  re- 
gards any  remedy  by  distress  of  goods  or  chattels  actually  dis- 
trained or  liable  to  distress,  and  so  that  such  landlord  or  land- 
lords do  not  arrest  or  in  any  way  confine  the  body  of  the  insol- 
vent debtor  in  the  course  of  such  remedy. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
court  to  remand  to  gaol  any  debtor  or  person  entitled  to  the  ben- 
efit of  this  act  or  the  acts  heretofore  made  for  the  relief  of  insol- 
vent debtors,  although  the  creditor  or  creditors  shall  desire  the 

1  Passed  February  14,  1729-30,  Chapter  815. 
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same  to  be  done  and  offer  to  comply  with  the  [security],  weekly 
payments  and  other  requisites  provided  by  the  laws  of  this  com- 
monwealth for  such  purpose  made  and  now  in  force  except  in 
case  of  a  strong  presumption  of  fraud  committed  by  the  insol- 
vent person  or  persons  applying  and  required  by  his,  her  or 
their  creditor  or  creditors  to  be  remanded. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  so  much  of  the  acts  made  for 
the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  February  2«,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  165,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCLXII. 


AN  ACT  TO  EXONERATE  THE  CONTRIBUTORS  TO  THE  PENNSYLVAN[^ 
HOSPITAL,  FROM  A  DEBT  DUE  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  UPON  A 
LOAN  MADE  TO  THEM  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LORD  ONE  THOUSAND 
SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  managers  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Hospital  made  application  to  the  legislature  of  this  state 
in  the  month  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty,  setting  forth  that  the  institution  was 
largely  in  debt  and  the  income  insuflScient  for  the  coninion  ex- 
penses of  the  house  and  praying  such  aid  as  might  enable  them 
to  discharge  the  hospital  debts,  restore  the  capital  stock  and 
prosecute  the  laudable  purposes  of  the  institution,  upon  which 
application  the  house  by  their  minute  of  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March  in  the  year  aforesaid,  did  resolve  that  ten  thousand 
pounds  be  lent  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  which  sum  was 
accordingly  paid  to  the  said  managers  in  bills  of  credit  of  this 
state  or  of  the  United  States,  being,  according  to  the  scale  of 
depreciation  since  established  equal  in  value  to  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty-six  pounds,  thirteen  [shillings]  and  four 
pence,  gold  and  silver  money: 

And  whereas  the  managers  of  the  said  hospital  have  by  sev- 
eral memorials  to  this  and  former  houses  represented  that 
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from  the  nature  of  their  first  application,  and  the  maimer  of 
granting  the  said  relief  they  had  always  conceived  it  was  in- 
tended as  a  gratuituous  donation  until  they  understood  it  was 
charged  to  them  as  a  loan,  and  have  prayed  that  as  its  capital 
stock  continues  in  a  reduced  state  and  stands  in  need  both  of 
public  and  private  support  this  house  will  be  pleased  to  ex- 
tinguish the  said  debt  and  release  the  contributors  from  the  ob- 
ligations to  pay  the  same: 

And  whereas  from  the  annual  accounts  exhibited  by  the  said 
managers  to  this  house  not  only  the  general  utility  but  also  the 
reduced  state  of  the  funds  of  that  institution  are  sufficiently 
known  to  this  house  to  warrant  such  donation. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  sum  of  ten 
thousand  pounds  so  as  aforesaid  lent  and  accommodated  by  vir- 
tue of  the  said  resolve  of  the  legislature  of  this  state,  dated  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  to  the  contri- 
butors to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  a  gratuious  donation  of  the  good  people  of  this 
state  for  the  support  of  that  laudable  institution  and  the  said 
contributors  to  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  and  their  successors 
are  and  by  force  of  this  act  shall  be  released,  acquitted,  ex- 
onerated and  forever  discharged  of  and  from  the  payment  of  the 
same  and  every  part  thereof. 

Passed  February  28,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  166,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCX)LXIII. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  MORE 
SPEEDY  AND  EFFECTUAL  ADMINISTRATION  OF  JUSTICE." 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)    Whereas  doubts  have  arisen  respecting  the 
construction  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual  administration  of  justice:"^ 
1  Passed  September  25. 1786,  Chapter  1246. 


1787]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania,  '  357 

For  removing  whereof:  • 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  nothing  in  the  said  act  shall  be 
taken  or  construed  to  prevent  any  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  from  re- 
moving into  the  supreme  court  by  writ  of  certiorari,  any  suit 
or  action  which  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  cannot  be  originally 
commenced  in  the  said  supreme  court,  but  that  every  such  plain- 
tiff or  plaintiffs  shall  be  at  liberty  to  remove  into  the  said  court 
any  such  suit  or  action  as  they  might  or  could  have  done  before 
the  passing  of  the  said  act. 

Passed  February  28,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  167,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCLXIV 


AN    ACT    FOR   THE    ESTABLISHMENT    OF    AN    ACADEMY    OR   PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  PITTSBURGH. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  education  of  youth  ought  to 
be  a  primary  object  with  every  government: 

And  whereas  any  school  or  college  yet  established,  is  greatly 
distant  from  the  country  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountain: 

And  whereas  the  town  of  Pittsburgh  is  most  central  to  th'at 
settlement  and  accommodation  for  students  can  be  most  con- 
veniently obtained  in  that  town: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  there  be  erected  and  hereby  is 
erected  and  established  in  the  town  of  Pittsburgh,  in  the  county 
of  Westmoreland  in  this  state  an  academy  or  school  for  the  edu- 
cation of  youth  in  useful  arts,  sciences  and  literature,  the  style, 
name  and  title  of  which  shall  be  the  "Pittsburgh  Academy.'' 

Section  II.  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  following  persons,  viz:  the 
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Reverend  Samuel  Barr,  the  Reverend  James  Finley,  the  Rever- 
end James  Powers,  the  Reverend  John  McMillan,  the  Reverend 
Joseph  Smith,  the  Reverend  Matthew  Henderson,  General  John 
Gibson,  Colonels  Priestly  Nevil,  William  Butler  and  Stephen 
Bayard,  James  Ross,  David  Bradford,  Robert  Galbraith,  George 
Thompson,  George  Wallace,  Edward  Cook,  John  More,  William 
Todd,  Alexander  Fowler,  Esquires,  Doctors  Nathaniel  Bedford 
and  Thomas  Parker,  shall  be  the  trustees  of  the  said  school, 
which  said  trustees  and  their  successors  to  be  elected  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  forever  hereafter  be  and 
they  are  hereby  erected,  established  and  declared  to  be  one  body 
.  politic  and  corporate  with  perpetual  succession  in  deed  and  in 
law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  by  the  name,  style 
and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  Pittsburgh  Academy"  by  which 
name  and  title  they,  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors,  shall 
be  competent  and  capable  in  law  and  in  equity  to  take  to  them- 
selves and  their  successors  for  the  use  of  the  said  academy  any 
estate  in  any  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods, 
chattels,  moneys  or  other  effects,  by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale, 
conveyance,  assurance,  will  devise  or  bequest  of  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  and  the  same  messuages,  lands^  tenements, 
hereditaments  and  estate,  real  and  personal,  to  grant,  bargain, 
sell,  convey,  assure,  demise  and  to  farm,  let  and  place  out  on  in- 
terest or  otherwise  dispose  of  for  the  use  of  the  said  academy  in 
such  manner  as  to  them  or  at  least  to  seven  of  them  shall  seem 
most  beneficial  to  the  institution,  and  to  receive  the  rents,  is- 
sues, profits,  income  and  interest  of  the  same,  and  to  apply  the 
same  to  the  purpose,  use  and  support  of  the  said  academy  and 
by  the  same  to  sue,  commence,  prosecute  and  defend,  implead 
and  be  impleaded  in  any  courts  of  law  or  equity  and  in  all 
manner  of  suits  or  actions  whatsoever  and  generally  by  and  in 
the  same  manner  to  do  and  transact  all  and  every  the  business 
touching  and  concerning  the  premises  or  which  shall  be  inci- 
dentally necessary  thereto  as  fully  and  effectually  as  any  nat- 
uriil  person  or  body  politic  or  corporate  within  this  common- 
wealth have  power  to  manage  their  own  concerns  and  to  hold, 
enjoy  and  exercise  all  such  powers,  authorities  and  jurisdictions 
as  are  customarv  in  other  schools. 
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Section  III.  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  shall  cause 
to  be  made  for  their  use  one  common  seal  with,  such  devises 
and  inscription  thereon  as  they  shall  think  proper  under  and 
by  which  all  deeds^  certificates  and  acts  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  pass  and  be  authenticated  and  the  said  seal  at  their 
pleasure  to  break,  alter  and  renew. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  trustees  of  the  said  school 
shall  consist  of  twenty-one  members,  seven  of  whom  shall  be  a 
board  or  quorum  to  transact  all  the  business  of  the  said 
academy,  particularly  of  making  and  enacting  ordinances  for 
the  government  of  the  academy  of  electing  trustees  in  the 
places  of  those  who  shall  resign  their  places  or  shall  die,  of  elect- 
ing and  appointing  a  rector  and  assistants  of  said  academy,  of 
agreeing  with  them  for.  their  salaries  and  removing  them  for 
misconduct  and  breaches  of  the  laws  of  the  institution,  of  ap- 
pointing a  secretary,  stewards,  managers  and  other  necessary 
and  customary  officers,  for  taking  care  of  the  estate  and  manag- 
ing the  concerns  of  the  corporation,  and  shall  determine  all 
matters  and  things  although  the  same  be  not  herein  particu- 
larly mentioned  which  shall  occasionally  arise  and  be  even- 
tually necessary  to  be  determined  and  transacted  by  the  said 
trusteea 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)     And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  persons  of  every  denomination 
of  christians  shall  be  capable  of  bdng  elected  trustees. 
Passed  February  28, 1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  167,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MC5CLXV 


AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  AMEND  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO  PRE- 
VENT FRAUDS  IN  THE  PACKING  AND  PRESERVING  OP  SHAD  AND 
HERRING  FOR  EXPORTATION,  i 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)    Whereas  in  and  by  the  aforesaid  act  it  is 
enacted  that  all  shad  and  herring  designed  for  exportation  shall 

iPassed  Dee.  24,  1774.    Chapter  703. 
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be  packed  in  casks  to  contain  as  follows^  viz:  the  barrel  thirty- 
one  gallons  and  an  half  wine  measnre,  and  the  half  barrel  wx- 
teen  gallon&i 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this  honse  that 
casks  of  the  before  mentioned  sizes  are  inconvenient  for  stor- 
age in  vessels  constructed  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
flour  and  are  also  larger  than  those  used  for  the  like  purpose  in 
other  states,  which  disadvantages  are  not  compensated  by  a 
proportionate  price  in  foreign  markets: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  CJommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of 
this  act  the  casks  used  for  packing  shad  and  herring  designed 
for  exportation  shall  contain  as  follows,  to  wit:  the  barrd 
twenty-eight  gallons  wine  measure,  and  the  half  barrel  fourteen 
gallons  of  wine  measure. 

[Section  IL]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  so  much  and  no  more  of  the 
^^Act  to  prevent  frauds  in  the  packing  and  preserving  of  shad 
and  herring  for  exportation"  as  is  hereby  altered  or  supplied,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  annulled. 

Passed  March  5,  f787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  168,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MC5CLXVI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATINO  THE  GERMAN  LUTHERAN  C0N6RE&A* 
TION  IN  AND  NEAR  THE  BOROUGH  OF  LANCASTER  IN  THE  STATB 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  congregation  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  in  the  borough  of  Lancaster  haye  prayed  that 
their  said  congregation  may  be  incorporated  and  by  law  enabled 
as  a  body  politic  and  corporate  to  receive  and  hold  such  charita- 
ble donations^  bequests,  grants  and  enfeoffments  as  have  been 
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or  that  hereafter  may  be  made  to  their  said  society  and  vested 
with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  reli- 
gions societies  who  are  incorporated  in  this  state: 

And  whereas  this  house  is  disposed  to  exercise  the  powers 
vested  in  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  encour- 
agement of  pious  and  charitable  purposes: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  Pj  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Reverend  Henry 
Muhlenberg,  the  present  Minister  of  the  said  Congregation, 
Bernard  Hubley,  Ludwig  Lauman  and  Michael  Hubley,  the  pre- 
sent trustees,  Matthias  Slough,  George  Musser,  Jacob  Krug, 
George  Adam  Lindenberger,  Michael  Musser,  Christian  Ai>p, 
John  Hubley,  Paul  Zantzinger  and  Melchior  Rudisill  the  pre- 
sent elders,  Ludwig  Heck,  John  Blottenberger,  Michael  App, 
Charles  Heinitsh,  Stophel  Heger  and  John  Burg,  the  present 
church  wardens,  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  appoint- 
ed in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is  directed,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  made,  declared  and  constituted  to  be  a  corporation 
and  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law  and  in  fact  to  have 
continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of,  "The  Minis- 
ter, Trustees^  Elders  and  Church  Wardens  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Congregation  in  and  near  the  Borough  of  Lancaster 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania."  Provided  always  nevertheless, 
That  the  number  of  ministers  may  be  increased  and  again  di- 
minished from  time  to  time  according  to  the  circumstances 
or  desires  of  the  said  congregation,  in  which  case  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  "The  Ministers, 
Trustees,  Elders  and  Church  Wardens  of  the  German  Luth- 
eran Congregation  in  and  near  the  Borough  of  Lancaster  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania." 

[Section  IL]  (Section  TIL  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid 
shall  forever  hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as 
well  to  take,  receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments 
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which  at  any  time  or  times  heretofore  hare  been  granted, 
bargained,  sold,  enfeoffed,  releajsed,  devised,  or  otherwise  con- 
yeyed  to  the  said  congregation  and  chnrch  now  nnder  the  pas- 
toral care  of  the  aforesaid  Eeverend  Henry  Mnh^enberg,  or 
to  any  person  or  i>erson8  to  their  use  or  in  trust  for  them,  and 
the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchis- 
es and  other  hereditaments  and  hereby  rested  and  estabished 
in  the  sail  corporation  and  their  successors  forever  according 
to  the  original  use  and  intent  for  which  such  devises,  gifts 
and  grants,  were  respectively  made,  and  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  seized  and  pos- 
sessed of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in  and  by  the  respec- 
tive grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments,  releases,  devises,  or 
other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared  Uimited  or  ex- 
pressed. As  also,  that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors 
at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  capable  and  able  to  purchase, 
have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy,  in  fee  simple  or  of  lesser 
estate  and  estates  any  lands,  tenements,  rents^  annuities,  lib- 
erties, franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by  the  gift,  grant, 
bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  confirmation  or 
devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate 
capable  and  able  to  make  the  same,  and  further,  that  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors  may  take  and  receive  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any  portion  of  goods  and  chattels 
that  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to 
them,  or  to  the  said  church  by  any  person  or  i>ersons,  bodies 
politic  or  corporate,  able  and  capable  to  make  bequest  or  gift 
thereof,  such  money,  goods  or  chattels  to  be  laid  out  and  dis- 
posed for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  congregation 
agreeably  to  the  intention  of  the  donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enact- 
ed by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  misnomer  of  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors  shall  defeat  or  annul  any  gift, 
grant,  devise  or  bequest  to  or  from  the  said  corporation,  pro- 
vided, the  intent  of  the  party  or  parties  shall  sufficiently  appear 
upon  the  face  of  the  gift,  grant,  will  or  other  writing  whereby 
any  estate  or  interest  was  intended  to  pass  to  or  from  the  said 
corporation. 
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[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rents,  profits  and  interests 
of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  congregation  and 
corporation  by  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  from 
time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid  out  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  Gospel  ministry  in  said  congregation,  for  repair- 
ing and  maintaining  their  church  or  churches  (in  case  any  more 
should  be  added  to  that  already  built)  places  of  public  worship, 
lots  of  land,  burial  grounds,  parsonage  houses,  school  houses, 
[or]  other  houses  and  buildings  which  now  do  or  hereafter  shall 
belong  to  the  said  congregation  and  corporation  and  such  pious 
and  charitable  uses  as  shall  be  thought  proper  by  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors  or  a  quorum  of  them. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their  ' 
successors,  sh&ll  not  by  deed  or  otherwise  grant,  alien,  convey 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  part  or  parcels  of  the  estate-  real 
or  personal,  in  the  said  corporation  vested  or  to  be  vested  or 
charge  or  encumber  the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever except  by  and  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  reg- 
ular contributing  members  of  the  said  congregation  convened 
for  that  purpose. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
have  and  use  one  common  seal,  with  such  devise  land  inscription 
as  they  shall  think  fit  and  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter 
and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Minister,  Trustees, 
Elders  and  Church  Wardens  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congre- 
gation, in  and  near  the  Borough  of  Lancaster  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,"  or  in  case  there  shall  be  more  than  one  minister 
belonging  to  the  said  congregation,  by  the  name  of  "The  Minis- 
ters, Trustees,  Elders  and  Church  Wardens  of  the  German  Lu- 
theran Congregation,  in  and  near  the  Borough  of  Lancaster  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,"  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law 
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to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or 
before  any  judge  or  justice  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  com- 
plaints, pleas,  matters  and  demands,  of  whatsoever  kind,  na- 
ture and  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing 
therein  to  do,  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other 
person,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  within  this  commonwealth 
may  or  can  do. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation, 
shall  at  all  times  hereafter,  consist  of  the  minister  or  ministers 
of  the  said  congregation  duly  chosen  from  time  to  time  and 
of  three  trustees,  nine  elders  and  six  church  wardens,  and  that 
the  said  trustees  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  during  their 
respective  lives,  or  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  to  behave 
themselves  conformably  to  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  said 
congregation  registered  in  their  church  books  ftnd  not  altered 
by  this  act  and  to  the  by-laws,  rules  and  ordinances  which  shall 
or  may  be  made  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  hereby  given,  and 
that  one  third  part  in  number  of  the  nine  elders  b^ng  the 
three  first  named  and  one  third  part  in  number  of  the  church- 
wardens being  the  two  first  named  of  the  said  church-wardens 
shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine 
on  Easter  Monday  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  at  which  time  a 
new  election  shall  be  had  and  held  of  an  equal  number  in  their 
stead  and  places  by  a  majority  of  votes  of  the  members  met, 
and  qualified  to  vote  and  elect  according  to  the  purport,  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  aforesaid  fundamental  articles  and 
of  this  act,  and  on  Easter  Monday  which  will  be  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  the 
second  third  part  in  number  of  the  said  remaining  Elders  and 
of  the  Church-wardens  shall  in  like  manner  cease  and  discon- 
tinue and  their  appointment  determine  and  a  new  election  be 
had  and  held  in  like  manner  of  [an]  equal  number  in  their 
places  and  stead,  and  on  [the]  Easter  Monday  which  will  be 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  the  last  third  part  in  number  of  the  said  remaining  Elders 
and  of  the  church- wardens  aforesaid  shall  cease  and  discontinue 
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and  their  appointment  determine  and  a  new  election  be  had 
and  held  of  an  equal  number  in  their  places  and  stead  in  like 
manner,  and  that  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  like  mode  of 
rotation  one  third  part  in  number  of  the  elders  and  of  the 
church-wardens  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appoint- 
ment determine  and  a  new  election  of  the  said  third  part  be 
had  and  held  in  manner  aforesaid  on  the  EaMer  Monday  in 
every  year  forever,  so  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  continue 
to  be  an  elder  or  church-warden  for  any  longer  time  than 
three  years  without  being  re-elected,  but  that  the  members 
of  the  said  congregation  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid  shall 
and  may  be  at  liberty  to  re-elect  any  or  more  of  the  elders  and 
church-wardens  whose  time  shall  have  expired  on  the  day 
of  the  said  annual  election  whenever  and  so  often  as  they 
shall  think  fit. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whenever  a  vacancy  shall 
happen  by  the  death,  refusal  to  ser^-e  or  removal  from  office  of 
any  one  of  more  of  the  trustees,  elders  or  church-wardens,  the 
said  corporation  shall  have  power  at  their  discretion  to  appoint 
the  time  and  place  for  electing  others  in  their  stead,  whereof 
they  shall  give  public  notice  to  the  congregation  on  the  pre- 
ceding Sunday,  and  that  at  tlie  time  and  place  so  appointed 
some  fit  person  or  persons  shall  be  elected  in  the  place  and 
stead  of  him  or  them  so  dying,  refusing  or  being  removed  as 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  person  or  persons  so  elected  to  the  of- 
fice of  trustee  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  during  his  or  their 
respective  lives  or  so  long  as  he  or  they  shall  continue  to  behave 
him  or  themselves  conformably  to  the  fundamental  articles 
of  the  said  congregation  not  altered  by  this  act,  and  to  the 
by-laws,  rules  and  ordinances  which  shall  or  may  be  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  powers  hereby  given,  and  that  the  person  or 
persons  so  elected  in  the  place  and  stead  of  any  elder  or  church- 
warden shall  be,  remain  and  continue  in  office  so  long  as  the 
person  or  persons  in  whose  place  or  stead  he  or  they  shall  have 
been  so  elected  would  or  might  have  continued. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L. )  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  en- 
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titled  to  elect  or  be  elected  to  office,  who  is  not  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  otherwise  qnalified  thereto,  agreeably 
to  the  fundamental  articles  of  the  said  congregation,  excepting 
the  minister  or  ministers,  who  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  chos^i 
or  elected,  by  a  majority  of  the  tmstees,  elders,  chnrch-wardens 
and  regular  members  of  the  said  congregation  to  officiate  in  the 
said  congregation. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  whenever  any  circumstance  or 
concurrence  of  circumstances  shall  happen  to  prevent  the  hold- 
ing an  election  at  the  periods  in  this  act  before  mentione<l  for 
trustees,  elders,  and  church  wardens,  in  stead  and  place  of  those 
whose  appointment  shall  have  ceased  and  determined  an  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  as  soon  aa  conveniently  can  be  done  in  the 
manner  before  directed  and  that  the  remaining  members  of 
the  said  corporation  have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  electors 
of  the  said  congregation  for  such  purposes. 

[Section  XIL]  (Section  XIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  such  and  so  many  ot 
the  fundamental  articles  tending  to  the  orderly  and  good  gov- 
ernment of  the  said  church  which  are  now  in  force  and  duly 
entered  and  registered  in  their  church  books  as  are  not  altered 
or  repealed  by  this  act  and  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  forever  valid 
and  effectual  unless  the  same  be  altered  by  the  consent  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  said  congregation  qualified  to 
vote  at  elections  according  to  the  purport  and  meaning  of  said 
fundamental  articles  and  this  act. 

Section  XIII.  (Section  XIV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  members  of  the  said  cor- 
poration shall  and  may  from  time  to  time  as  often  as  occa»oii 
may  require,  elect  by  vote  or  ballot  from  among  their  own 
number  a  president  and  vice-president  agreeably  to  the  funda- 
mental articles  aforesaid  as  they  now  are  or  shall  be  made 
pursuant  to  the  foregoing  section,  that  they  may  elect  by  vote 
or  ballot  a  treasurer  and  secretary  and  may  remove  them  at 
pleasure,  that  the  president  or  vice-president  for  the  time  b^ng 
or  any  three  members  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  empow- 
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ered  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  corporation  when  and  so  often 
as  he  or  they  shall  find  it  to  be  necessarj  or  shall  be  requested 
BO  to  do  by  any  six  regular  members  of  the  said  congregation, 
that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successor  or  a  majority 
of  eleven  in  number  of  them  met  and  convened  upon  due 
notice  given  either  in  the  church  on  the  preceding  Sunday  after 
divine  service  and  before  the  congregation  is  dismissed  or 
in  any  other  convenient  manner  (which  eleven  shall  be  a  quo- 
rum) shall  be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  make  by-laws  and  ordinances 
and  to  do  everything  needful  for  the  support  and  government 
of  the  said  congregation. 

Provided  always,  That  the  said  by-laws,  rules  and  ordinances 
or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  be  duly  published  in  the  said  church  on  the  suc- 
ceeding Sunday  after  they  have  been  made  and  not  dissented 
to  by  a  majority  of  the  regular  contributing  members  of  the  said 
congregation  within  one  week  after  such  publication  and  also 
that  all  their  laws  and  proceedings  be  fairly  and  regularly 
entered  in  the  books  of  records  of  the  said  congregation. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  congregation 
shall  and  may  be  empowered  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter 
to  build  one  or  more  church  or  churches  or  places  of  public 
worship  in  addition  to  the  one  already  built  and  that  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  and  either  hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  the  said 
corporation  shall  and  may  be  of  any  amount  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  gold  or  silver  money  at  the 
present  current  value  thereof  in  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania for  each  and  every  of  the  said  churches  or  places  of 
public  worship,  the  said  yearly  value  or  amount  to  be  taken 
and  computed  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  letting 
of  the  pews  of  the  said  church  or  churches  or  for  opening  the 
ground  for  burials  in  the  church  yards  belonging  to  them,  and 
also  exclusive  of  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  members 
for  the  support  of  their  minister  or  ministers  duly  officiating 
in  the  said  congregation,  which  yearly  income  of  the  said  real 
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estate  ascertained  and  limited  as  aforesaid  shall  be  disposed 
of  by  the  said  corporation  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore 
described  and  directed. 

Passed  March  6,  1787.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  3,  p.  169,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOCLXVII. 


AN  ACT  TO  EXONERATB  AND  DISGHARGB  DAVID  CLOTD  LATB  TREAS- 
URER OF  STATE  TAXES  IN  AND  FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF  CHESTER 
FROM  THE  PAYMENT  OF  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY  POUNDS 
NINE  SHILUNQS  SPECIE  OF  WHICH  HE  WAS  ROBBED. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  during  the  late  war,  and  for  some 
time  after  the  peace  was  concluded  this  State  was  infested  by 
bands  of  armed  men  who  committed  divers  robberies  and  bur- 
glaries upon  some  of  the  good  people  thereof  particularly  upon 
the  officers  appointed  for  collecting  the  public  revenues. 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  house  that  the  said  David 
Cloyd  was  robbed  of  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  and  Seventy 
Pounds  Nine  Shillings  Specie  the,  same  evening  on  which  he 
received  from  several  collectors  the  sum  aforesaid,  by  which 
circumstance  it  was  wholly  out  of  his  power  to  send  the  same 
to  the  state  treasury  or  to  any  other  place  of  security. 

And  whereas  the  said  David  Cloyd  hath  by  petition  applied 
to  this  house  to  be  exonerated  and  discharged  from  the  payment 
of  the  said  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  nine  shil- 
lings specie  of  which  he  was  robbed  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  appears  just  and  right  that  he  should  be 
exonerated  and  discharged  from  the  payment  thereof: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  David  Cloyd,  late  treasurep  of 
state  taxes  in  and  foi*  the  county  of  Chester,  be  and  he  hereby 
is  acquitted,  discharged,  and  forever  exonerated  from  the  pay- 
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ment  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  nine  sliillings  specie 
of  which  he  was  robbed,  the  several  acts  of  assembly  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Passed  March  6,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  172,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCXJLXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  CONGREGATION  OF  SEVENTH  DAY 
BAPTISTS  RESIDING  WITHIN  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  EAST  NANTMEL 
AND  PLACES  ADJACENT  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CHESTER. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  the  congregation  of  the  Seventh 
Day  Baptists  in  the  county  of  Chester  have  by  their  petition 
prayed  that  their  congregation  may  be  incorporated  and  by 
law  enabled  as  a  body  corporate  and  politic  to  receive  and  hold 
such  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  made  to  their  society  and  vested  with  such  powers  and 
privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  religious  societies  who  are 
incorporated  in  this  state. 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 
tion be  granted: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
ad  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  David  Thomas,  Daniel 
Griffith,  Esquire,  William  Griffith,  Senior,  Levi  Griffith,  John 
McCracking,  James  Roberts,  Samuel  Thomas^  Hazael  Thomas 
an^d  Jeremiah  Jarman,  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and 
appointed  in  such  manner  as  herein  after  directed,  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  constituted  and  declared  to  be  a  corporation 
and  body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever 
by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  *'The  Trustees  of  the  Congrega- 
tion of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists  within  the  Township  of  East 
Nantmel  and  places  adjacent  in  the  County  of  Chester.'^ 

[Section  IL]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
24— XII 
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successors  shall  forever  hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable 
in  law  as  well  to  take,  receive  and  hold  all  manner  of  lands^ 
tenements,  rents,  annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments 
which  at  any  time  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained, 
sold,  enfeoffed,  released,  devised,  or  otherwise  conveyed  to 
the  aforesaid  congregation,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons 
to  their  nse  or  in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements^ 
rents,  annuities,  franchises,  and  other  hereditaments  are  hereby 
vested  and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors forever  according  to  [their]  original  use  and  intention, 
and  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates 
therein  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales^ 
enfeoffments,  releases,  devises,  or  other  conveyances  thereof, 
is  or  are  declared,  limited  or  expressed,  [as]  also  that  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be 
able  and  capable  to  purchase,  have,  hold,  receive  and  enjoy 
in  fee  simple  or  of  any  other  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other 
hereditaments  by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  en- 
feoffment, release,  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person  or  per- 
sons, bodies  politic  or  corporate  capable  and  able  to  make  the 
same,  and  further  that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors 
may  take  or  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  any  portion 
of  goods  or  chattels  that  shall  be  given  to  them  by  any  person 
or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  capable  of  making  such 
gift  or  bequest,  such  money,  goods  and  chattels  to  be  laid  out 
and  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  con- 
gregation agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents,  profits  and  interests 
of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  aforesaid  corporation 
shall  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  from  time  to 
time  be  applied  and  laid  out  for  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  the  Gospel  ministry  in  said  congregation,  for  repairing  and 
maintaining  their  house  of  public  worship,  lots  of  land  and 
other  buildings,  burial  ground  and  such  pious  and  charitable 
uses  as  shall  be  agreed  on  and  determined  by  a  majority  of  the 
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cougiegatiou  at  large  called  together  ou  due  notice  to  give 
their  free  vote  in  such  case. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  and  as  often  as  it  may 
become  neces&arj-  to  rebuild,  enlarge  or  otherwise  alter  or  repair 
the  house  of  public  worship  or  any  other  buildings  belonging 
to  the  aforesaid  corporation  or  to  erect  any  new  buildings  or 
to  make  new  purchases  for  the  use  of  the  said  congregation, 
then  and  in  such  cases  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  aforesaid 
trustees  and  their  successors,  to  make  sale  of  or  otherwise  dis- 
pose of  such  part  or  parcel  of  the  said  estate,  real  or  personal, 
as  a  majority  of  the  regular  members  of  said  congregation  shall 
by  their  vote  direct,  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  or  dis- 
posal to  be  laid  out  and  applied  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the 
aforesaid  majority. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  shall  not  by  deed  or  otherwise  grant,  alien,  convey  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  estafe  real  or 
personal  in  the  said  corporation  vested  or  to  be  hereafter  vested 
or  charge  or  encumber  the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever except  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore 
mentioned. 

(Section  VII.  P.L.)  Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  deed  or 
other  conveyance  if  made  by  the  said  trustees  or  their  suc- 
cessors bona  fide  for  valuable  considerations,  for  any  part  of 
the  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation  in  case  the  possession 
thereof  pass  immediately  to  the  purchaser  and  continue  in  him, 
his  heirs  or  assigns  shall  be  called  in  question  or  invalidated 
for  want  of  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  regular  members 
of  the  said  congregation  unless  the  same  be  done  within  seven 
years  from  and  after  the  sale  and  delivery  of  possession  of  such 
real  estate  to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof. 

[Section  VL]  (Section  VIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  or  their  suc- 
cessors OP  a  majority  of  them  from  time  to  time  meet  as  often 
as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion either  on  their  own  adjournments  or  on  public  notice  from 
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the  pulpit  the  preceding  Sabbath  day  immediately  after  divine 
service  and  before  the  congregation  is  dismissed  or  on  regular 
notice  in  writing  left  at  the  house  of  each  trustee,  and  the  said 
trustees  being  so  met  be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  appoint  from 
among  themselves  a  president,  and  also  to  elect  and  appoint 
from  among  themselves  or  other  members  of  said  congregation 
a  treasurer  and  secretary  and  to  remove,  change  or  continue 
all  or  either  of  them  at  pleaBure  as  shall  seem  to  be  most 
for  the  benefit  of  said  corporation. 

(Section  IX.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  meeting  or 
meetings  of  said  corporation  be  not  called  without  the  con- 
currence of  two  or  more  trustees  or  of  three  or  more  respectable 
members  of  said  congregation  with  the  President  or  without 
the  particular  business  then  to  be  done  and  reasons  of  the  meet- 
ing being  specified  in  the  notification. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  X.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  or  a  majority 
of  them  met  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  shall  be  authorized 
and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  make  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances  and  to  do  everything 
needful  for  the  government  and  support  of  the  secular  affairs 
of  said  congregation.  Provided  always.  That  the  said  by-laws 
and  ordinances  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  this  commonwealth  and  that  all  their  laws  and  proceedings 
be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  into  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  have  [full]  power  and  authority  to  make, 
have  and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscrip- 
tion as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and 
renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  The  "Trustees  of  the  Congr^ation 
of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists  within  the  Township  of  East 
Nantmel  and  places  adjacent  in  the  Ck)unty  of  Chester,''  shall 
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be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded in  any  court  or  before  any  judge  or  justice  in  all  and  all 
manner  of  suits,  complaints  [pleas],  causes,  matters  and  de- 
mands of  whatever  kind,  nature  or  form  they  may  be  and  all 
and  every  matter  or  thing  therein  to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual 
a  manner  as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  cor- 
porate within  this  commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIII.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
always  consist  of  nine  members  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptists  residing  within 
the  Township  of  East  Nantmel  and  places  adjacent  in  the 
County  of  Chester,"  and  the  said  members  shall  at  all  times 
hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority  of  such  members 
met  together  of  the  said  congregation  as  shall  have  been  en- 
rolled as  stated  worshippers  with  and  yearly  contributors  to 
the  support  of  the  said  congregation  for  at  least  the  space  of 
one  year. 

(Section  XIV.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  pastor  or 
minister  of  said  congregation  for  the  time  being  shall  be  en- 
titled to  vote  equally  with  any  member  of  said  congregation 
and  also  that  all  and  every  person  or  persons  qualified  to  vote 
and  elect  as  aforesaid  shall  and  may  be  also  capable  of  being 
voted  and  elected  as  a  trustee  as  aforesaid,  provided  he  or 
they  be  not  more  than  two  years  in  arrears  for  pew  rent  due 
to  said  congregation. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XV.  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Th€^  the  said  David  Thomas,  Daniel 
Griffith,  Esquire,  William  Griffith,  senior,  Levi  Griffith,  John 
McCracking,  James  Roberts,  Samuel  Thomas,  Hazael  Thomas 
and  Jeremiah  Jarman,  the  first  and  present  trustees  hereby  in- 
corporated, shall  be  and  continue  trustees  until  removed  in 
manner  following,  viz.  one  third  part  in  the  number  of  said 
trustees,  being  the  third  part  herein  first  named,  shall  cease 
and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  on  the  last 
Monday  in  May  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  and  the  second  third  part 
herein  mentioned  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  ap- 
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pointment  determine  on  the  last  Monday  in  May  which  will 
be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine  and 
in  like  manner  the  appointment  of  the  last  third  part  herein 
mentioned  shall  cease  and  determine  on  the  last  Monday  in  May 
which  shall  be  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety,  on  which  days  in  each  of  the  aforementioned  years 
respectively  new  elections  shall  be  held  of  other  trustees  instead 
of  those  whose  appointment  shall  have  ceased  and  terminated, 
which  manner  of  discontinuance^  determination,  new  appoint- 
ment or  election,  shall  be  had  on  the  last  Monday  in  May  in 
every  year  hereafter  forever,  so  that  no  person  shall  be  or  con- 
tinue a  trustee  longer  than  three  years  togther  without  being 
re-elected,  which  may  be  done  whenever,  and  as  often  as  the 
members  of  said  congregation  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid 
shall  think  fit 

(Section  XVI.  P.L.)  Provided  always.  That  whenever  any 
vacancy  shall  happen  by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve,  or  other 
removal  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  Trustees,  or  in  case  tie 
members  of  the  said  congregation  shall  neglect  to  meet  on  the 
last  Monday  in  May  in  any  year  an  election  shall  be  held  as 
soon  aa  conveniently  can  be  done  and  some  fit  person  or  persons 
chosen  and  appointed  as  before  directed  to  supply  such  vacancy 
and  that  the  remaining  trustees  have  power  to  call  a  meeting 
of  the  electors  of  said  congregation  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XVII.  P.L.)  Provided  always,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  clear 
yearly  value,  interest  or  income  of  the  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  the  said 
corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
of  gold  or  silver  money  at  the  current  value  thereof  in  the 
commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  exclusive  of  pew  rents  and 
other  free  contributions  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  congrega- 
tion, which  money  shall  be  received  by  the  said  trustees  and 
disposed  of  by  them  for  the  purposes  and  in  the  manner  hereiu 
before  described  and  directed. 

Passed  March  5»  1787.    Recorded  U.  B.  No.  3,  p.  173,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MC50LXIX. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  ESTATE  OP  JOHN  VAN- 
DBREN  (WHO  IS  NON  COMPOS  MENTIS)  TO  SELL  AND  CONVEY 
SOME  PARTS  OF  HIS  REAL  AND  PERSONAL  ESTATE  FOR  THE  PAY- 
MENT OF  SOME  OF  HIS  DEBTS,  TO  MORTGAGE  OTHER  PARTS  OF  HIS 
REAL  ESTATE  TO  SECURE  THE  PAYMENT  OF  OTHERS  OF  HIS  DEBTS, 
TO  LEASE  FOR  A  TERM  OF  YEARS  PARTS  OF  HIS  REAL  ESTATE  AND 
FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  by  virtue  of  a  commission  issued 
out  of  the  county  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia^  agreeably  to  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  consti- 
tution of  this  commonwealth  and  tested  the  twentieth  day  of 
November  last,  it  was  in  due  course  of  law  found  that  the  said 
John  Vanderen  was  on  the  second  day  of  this  instant  December 
non  compoe  mentis,  and  has  been  so  for  the  space  of  three 
months  then  last  past,  and  upwards,  as  by  the  inquisition  there- 
upon taken  the  said  second  day  of  December  and  other  proceed- 
ings remaining  of  record  in  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the 
said  county  fully  appears,  by  which  proceedings  it  also  appears 
that  Robert  Towers,  John  Donaldson,  Owen  Jones,  the  younger, 
and  Caleb  Carmale,  all  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  court  a  committee  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
John  Vanderen: 

And  whereas  the  said  John  Vanderen  is  seized  in  fee  of 
divers  real  estate  in  the  several  countries  Philadelphia,  Bed- 
ford, Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette,  Northampton  and 
Northumberland  as  appears  by  the  said  inquisition: 

And  whereas  the  said  John  Venderen  is  indebted  to  sundry 
persons  in  divers  sums  of  money  beyond  the  amount  of  his 
personal  estate  and  it  is  just  that  such  of  his  creditors  as  insist 
on  having  their  money  should  be  paid  and  that  all  his  other 
creditors  who  are  willing  to  give  time  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  owing  to  them  respectively  should  be  secured  by 
mortgage  or  otherwise  and  that  funds  should  be  provided  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  thereof  and  also  for  the  com- 
fortable support  of  the  said  John  Vanderen,  his  wife  and  minor 
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children  and  for  the  education  of  such  minor  children  and  also 
for  the  payment  of  taxes  due  and  to  become  due  on  his  estate 
and  for  patenting  such  of  his  lands  as  are  yet  to  be  patented: 

And  whereas  the  said  committee  have  no  power  without  the 
aid  of  the  legislature  to  sell,  mortgage  or  encumber  any  part  of 
the  estate  of  the  said  John  Vanderen,  nor  can  they  without 
such  aid  grant  durable  leases  of  any  part  of  the  said  estate  and 
it  will  be  advantageous  to  the  said  estate  that  such  powers 
[should]  be  given  to  the  said  committee  under  proi)er  regu- 
lations as  the  said  committee  have  set  forth  in  their  petition 
for  those  purposes  presented  to  this  house,  and  this  house  being 
satisfied  with  the  truth  of  the  facts  and  of  the  expediency  and 
necessity  of  granting  the  powers  to  the  said  committee  whicK 
they  pray  for  by  the  said  petition: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.K)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemn  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
said  committee  or  a  majority  of  them  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  chief  justice  of  the 
supreme  court  and  the  president  of  the  county  court  of  common 
pleas  of  Philadelphia  county  to  be  testified  by  their  signature 
as  witnesses  to  the  deeds,  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey  and 
assure  such  parts  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  John  VandCTen 
as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  payment  of  such  of  his  debts  as 
shall  from  time  to  time  be  demanded  and  to  pay  the  interest 
of  his  other  debts  and  for  the  decent  and  comfortable  support  of 
the  said  John  Vanderen,  his  wife  and  minor  children  and  for  the 
education  of  such  minor  children  and  for  patenting  such  of 
his  lands  as  the  committee  by  the  consent  aforesaid  testified 
under  the  hands  of  the  chief  justice  and  president  aforesaid 
shall  think  proper  to  patent,  so  far  only  as  the  funds  herein 
after  mentioned  and  the  debts  owing  to  the  said  John  Vanderen 
and  which  the  said  committee  shall  recover  and  secure  shall 
be  deficient  for  these  purposes. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.  L.)  And  be  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  committee  and  for  a  majority  of  them  by  and  with  the 
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consent  of  the  chief  justice  and  president  aforesaid,  to  mortg- 
age such  parts  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  John  Vanderen  as 
shall  be  sufficient  and  necessary  to  secure  the  payment  of  such 
debts  as  are  not  or  shall  not  be  immediately  demanded. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV,  P.  K.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  said  committee  and  for  a  majority  of  them 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  chief  justice  and  president  afore- 
said to  lease  any  part  or  parts  or  the  whole  of  the  said  real 
estate  on  such  rents  and  terms  and  for  such  a  term  or  terms  of 
years  as  shall  appear  to  the  said  committee  with  the  consent  of 
the  chief  justice  and  the  president  of  the  said  court  to  be  most 
for  the  advantage  of  the  said  estate: 

Provided  nevertheless,  That  the  said  term  or  terms  shall  not 
be  longer  than  until  the  first  day  of  July  which  will  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  on 
which  day  and  year  the  youngest  son  of  the  said  John  Vanderen 
will  be  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  if  the  said  leases  shall  cease 
before  the  day  aforesaid  the  rent  shall  be  apportioned: 

Provided  also.  That  if  the  said  John  Vanderen  should  die 
before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  the  respective  leases 
shall  cease  in  six  months  thereafter  unless  the  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators of  the  said  John  Vanderen  should  choose  that 
they  should  continue  and  in  case  any  of  the  leases  should  cease 
as  aforesaid  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  tenants  respec- 
tively to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  produce  of  the  soil  which  may 
at  the  end  of  the  said  six  months  be  in  or  on  the  ground  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  the  lease  had  continued. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  committee  and  for  a  majority  of  them  with  the  consent 
of  the  president  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  aforesaid  to  sell 
such  parts  and  so  much  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said 
John  Vanderen  as  his  wife  shall  think  can  b^  disposed  of  so  as 
to  keep  as  much  of  the  said  goods  and  chattels  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary for  the  use  of  the  said  John  Vanderen,  his  wife  and  minor 
children. 

(Section  VI,  P.  L.)     And  whereas  the  said  John  Vanderen  is 
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entitled  to  part  of  the  said  real  estate  by  warrants  or  locatioiiB 
on  which  patents  have  not  yet  been  obtained: 

[Section  V.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authorily  afore- 
said, That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  com- 
mittee, and  to  and  for  a  majority  of  them  by  and  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  chief  justice  and  the  president  of  the  court  afore- 
said, to  take  patents  for  the  said  lands  from  time  to  time  as 
they  may  be  enabled  in  the  name  and  for  the  use  of  John  Van- 
deren,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  said  committee  and  they  are  hereby  empower- 
ed and  required  to  apply  the  moneys  which  they  shall  from  time 
to  time  receive  from  the  said  sales  and  the  said  rents  and  the 
debts  owing  to  the  said  John  Vanderen  which  they  shall  re- 
cover and  receive,  for  and  towards  the  payment  of  the  just 
debts  due  by  the  said  John  Vanderen  and  for  the  decent  sup- 
port of  the  said  John  Vanderen,  his  wife  and  minor  children 
and  for  other  purposes  [aforesaid]. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII,  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  committee  shall 
and  they  are  hereby  required  to  settle  their  accounts  from  time 
to  time  of  all  moneys  which  they  shall  receive  by  virtue  of  this 
act  in  like  manner  as  such  committees  are  by  law  obliged  to 
settle  their  accounts. 

Passed  March  7,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  176,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MC5CLXX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  CO-OPERATING  WITH  THE  STATE  OF  MASSACHUSETTS 
BAY  AGREEABLE  TO  THE  ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION  IN  THE 
APPREHENDING  OF  THE  PROCLAIMED  REBELS*  DANIEL  SHAT8, 
LUKE  DAT,  ADAM  WHEELER  AND  EU  PARSONS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union  subsisting  between  the  United  States  of 
America  it  is  provided  by  the  fourth  article  thereof  that  per- 
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sons  charged  with  treason,  felony  or  other  high  misdemeanor 
in  any  State  flying  from  justice  and  found  in  any  of  the  United 
States  shall  on  demand  of  the  governor  or  executive  power  of 
the  state  from  which  such  persons  shall  have  fled  be  delivered 
up  and  removed  to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence: 

And  whereas  the  governor  of  Massachusetts  Bay  hath  issued 
a  proclamation  declaring  that  a  horrid  and  unnatural  rebellion 
and  war  hath  been  openly  and  traitorously  raised  and  levied 
against  that  commonwealth  and  that  Daniel  Shays,  Luke  Day, 
Adam  Wheeler  and  Eli  Parsons  have  been  the  principals  in 
and  abettors  and  promoters  of  the  said  rebellion  against  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  Bay: 

And  whereas  the  governor  of  the  said  state  hath  demanded 
of  the  president  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  foundation 
of  the  aforesaid  articles  of  confederation  to  deliver  up  and  re- 
move the  said  persons  so  charged  as  aforesaid  to  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  for  the  purpose  of  executing  justice  upon 
them  respectively  according  to  the  laws  of  the  said  state. 

And  whereas  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  are  desirous  of  pre- 
serving the  public  safety  of  the  United  States  of  American  and 
of  complying  with  the  requisition  of  the  governor  of  the  said 
state  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  instance  hereinbefore  recited. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  in  addition  to  the  rewards 
offered  and  promised  to  be  paid  by  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  for  the  apprehending  of  the  rebels  herein  before  mentioned, 
the  following  rewards  shall  be  paid  on  the  order  of  and  after 
proclamation  to  be  made  by  the  supreme  executive  council  of 
this  state,  which  order  shall  be  made  on  the  treasurer  of  the 
State  in  favor  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  within  the 
limits  of  this  state  apprehend  them  and  lodge  them  respec- 
tively in  the  goal  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  the 
keeper  or  gaoler  whereof  is  hereby  empowered  and  commanded 
to  receive  and  keep  them  respectively,  until  he  shall  be  author- 
ized and  commanded  by  competent  authority  of  this  state  to 
deliver  them  respectively  over  to  other  person  or  persona 
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For  the  apprehending  of  Daniel  Shays  and  committing  him 
as  aforesaid  the  reward  of  one  hundred  pounds. 

For  apprehending  and  committing  as  aforesaid  the  said  Luke 
Day,  the  reward  of  fifty  pounds. 

And  for  [the]  apprehending  and  committing  as  aforesaid  of 
the  aforesaid  Adam  Wheeler  and  Eli  Parsons  the  reward  of 
fifty  pounds  respectively. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  receive, 
harbor  or  entertain  within  the  limits  of  this  state  knowingly  or 
wilfully  the  said  Daniel  Shays,  Luke  Day,  Adam  Wheeler  or 
Eli  Parsons. 

Passed  March  10,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3.  p.  178,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCLXXI. 


AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  AND  AMEND  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR 
THE  REUEF  OF  OFFICERS,  SOLDIERS  AND  SEAMEN  WHO  IN  THE 
COURSES  OF  THE  LATE  WAR  HAVE  BEENWOUNDED  OR  OTHBRWISB 
DISABLED  IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  THIS  STATE  OR  OP  THE  UNITED 
STATES."  1 

(Section  I.  P.L.)  Whereas  by  the  act  of  assembly  for  the  re- 
lief of  officers,  soldiers  and  seamen  who  in  the  course  of  the 
late  war  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled  in  the  ser- 
vice of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States,  the  persons  claiming 
the  benefit  of  the  said  act  are  hereby  directed  to  apply  to  the 
orphans'  courts  of  the  counties  where  they  may  reside,  which 
courts  are  respectively  empowered  to  hear  their  applicationa 
and  adjudge  pensions  to  them : 

And  whereas  the  aforesaid  powers  vested  in  the  said  orphans' 
courts  as  they  have  been  exercised  by  the  justices  thereof  have 
been  found  to  be  attended  with  many  inconveniences  to  the 
commonwealth  from  the  nature  and  constitution  of  those 
courts: 

1  Passed  September  22,  1785,  Chapter  1194. 
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Therefore,  to  remedy  the  same  in  future: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II,  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  i&  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  all  the  powers,  authority  and  juri^r 
diction  by  the  said  act  of  assembly  given  to  the  said  orphans' 
court  or  to  any  of  them  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  transferred 
to  and  vested  in  the  supreme  court  of  this  state  and  the  judges 
o&the  same  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided  to  be  exercised 
by  them  summarily  in  their  discretion. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III,  P.L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  supreme  court  in  term  time 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and  any  judge  or  judges 
of  the  said  court  who  shall  be  and  while  he  or  they  are  on  the 
circuit  and  in  any  of  the  counties  of  the  state  shall  and  may  in 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and  in  the  respective  other 
counties  of  the  state  in  which  the  said  judge  or  judges  on  cir- 
cuit shall  be  at  the  time,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  as 
aforesaid  vested  with  the  powers  by  the  said  act  given  to  the 
orphans'  courts  in  their  respective  and  proper  counties  and 
shall  and  may  exercise  all  powers  and  do  and  perform  all  the 
duties  by  the  said  act  directed  to  be  executed  or  performed  by 
the  several  orphans'  courts  of  this  state  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  supreme  court  while 
sitting  in  term  time,  shall  and  may  for  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  and  such  judge  or  judges  of  the  said  supreme  court 
as  may  be  on  the  circuit  as  aforesaid  in  the  county  in  which  he 
or  they  on  such  circuit  at  the  time  may  be,  shall  and  may  have 
power  as  often  as  they  respectively  shall  think  proper  to  re- 
vise their  respective  proceediAgs,  orders  and  adjudications  and 
the  proceedings,  orders  and  adjudications  heretofore  made 
under  the  said  act  by  the  orphans'  courts  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia  and  several  counties  in  the  state  in  a  summary 
way  as  aforesaid  (the  said  supi-eme  court  and  the  judges  on  cir- 
cuit having  regard  to  their  respective  jurisdictions  herein  in- 
tended and  mentioned)  and  cause  any  pensioner  or  pensioners 
with  such  witnesses  as  may  be  necessarj-  to  come  before  him  or 
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them  respectively  as  aforesaid  in  order  to  revise  or  re-hear  any 
such  proceedings,  orders  or  adjudications  as  may  have  been  had 
or  more  and  shall  and  may  thereupon  in  his  or  their  discretion 
make  new  certificates  and  orders  or  adjudications,  to  the  Intent 
that  where  the  disabilities  of  pensioners  have  been  removed, 
lessened  or  increased  he  or  they  may  make  such  further  order 
therein,  agreeably  to  this  act,  and  the  act  aforesaid  as  may  be 
suitable  to  the  situation  of  such  pensioners  and  the  justice  of 
the  case  and  if  any  alteration  of  further  order  shall  be  made  he 
or  they  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  comptroller-general  of  the 
state  for  the  purposes  in  the  aforesaid  act  of  assembly  ex- 
pressed. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  person  in  whose  favor  a  cer- 
tificate, order  [or]  adjudication  has  not  been  already  made  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  or  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  officers,  soldiers  and  seamen,  who  in  the  course  of 
the  late  war  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled  in  the 
service  of  this  state  or  of  the  United  States,"^  which  is  hereby 
altered  and  amended  unless  he  shall  make  application  to  the 
supreme  court  or  the  judge  or  judges  thereof  in  the  manqer 
hereinbefore  directed  within  three  years  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  the  aforesaid  act. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  said  act  of 
assembly  passed  the  twenty-second  day  of  September  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five 
as  is  hereby  altered,  amended  or  supplied  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed,  but  that  all  other  parts  thereof  be  and  the 
same  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed. 

Passed  March  10,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  178,  etc.    See 
the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  9,  1799,  Chapter  2068. 

lAntl. 
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CHAPTER  MCOLXXII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  PRESBYTERIAN   CONGREGATION  OF 
THE  TOWNSHIP  OP  USACOCK  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  divers  of  the  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian congregation  of  Leacock  township  in  the  county  of 
Laiicastery  have  humbly  petitioned  the  general  assembly  pray- 
ing that  the  said  congregation  may  be  incorporated  and  thereby 
enabled  to  recover,  receive  and  hold  bequests,  legacies  and  do- 
nations which  may  be  made  to  the  use  af  the  same  congrega- 
tion and  that  the  Reverend  Nathaniel  Semple,  the  present  pas- 
tor thereof,  James  Mercer,  John  Craig,  John  Slaymaker,  George 
McElwaine,  William  Porter,  Henry  Slaymaker,  junior,  William 
Crayton  and  James  Cooper,  members  of  the  aforesaid  congre- 
gation may  be  constituted  the  first  trustees  by  act  of  general 
assembly  to  be  parsed  for  that  purpose. 

And  whereas  this  general  assembly  hath  consented  that  the 
same  congregation  be  incorporated  and  vested  with  such  powers 
and  privileges  as  have  been  heretofore  granted  to  other  religious 
societies  which  have  been  incori)orted  by  acts  of  the  legislature: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  Nathaniel  Semple,  James 
Mercer,  John  Craig,  John  Slaymaker,  George  McElwaine,  Wil- 
liam Porter,  Henry  Slaymaker,  junior,  William  Crayton  and 
James  Cooper  and  their  successors  to  be  eight  in  number  and 
to  be  duly  elected  as  hereinafter  is  directed  be  and  they  are 
hereby  made  and  constituted  one  body  politic  and  corporate  in 
law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style 
and  titie  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of 
Leacock  in  the  county  of  Lancaster." 

[Section  IL]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever  here- 
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after  be  able  and  capable  in  law  aa  well  to  take,  receive  and 
hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands  and  other  real  and  personal 
estate  which  have  at  any  time  or  times  heretofore  been  bar- 
gained, sold,  enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  given, 
granted  or  bequeathed  to  the  said  religious  society  and  congre- 
gation of  Leacock  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,  or  to  any  i>er8on 
or  persons  in  trust  for  the  said  society  and  congregation.  And 
the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
seizetT  and  possessed  of  such  estate  therein  and  for  the  same 
uses  and  intents  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grant,  devise  or  in- 
strument is  set  forth  and  limited.  And  moreover  the  said  trus- 
tees and  their  successors  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  able 
and  capable  to  purchase,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  for  the  use  of 
the  said  congregation  any  real  estate  in  fee  simple  or  less  es- 
tate by  gift,  grant,  alienation,  devise  or  other  act  or  instrument 
of  and  from  apy  person  capable  to  make  the  same.  And  fur- 
ther the  same  trustees  and  their  successors  shall  apply  the 
rents,  profits  and  yearly  income  of  the  said  congregation  for  the 
time  being  for  repairing  and  enlarging  if  need  be  the  house  of 
public  worship  and  the  enclosure  of  the  burying  ground  of  the 
same  and  to  erect  and  repair  the  school  house  and  for  such 
other  pious  and  charitable  purposes  as  shall  be  directed  by  the 
major  vote  of  the  regular  members  of  the  said  society  and  ccm- 
gregation  duly  assembled  upon  public  notice  thereof  the  Lord^s 
day,  commonly  called  Sunday,  preceding,  from  the  pulpit  or 
desk  of  the  said  house  of  worship. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  singular  the  powers, 
privileges,  regulations,  provisions  and  directions,  together  with 
the  limitations  and  restrictions  contained  in  an  act  of  general 
assembly,  entitled  *'An  act  for  incorporating  the  Presbyterian 
CJongregation  of  Pequea  in  the  CJounty  of  Lancaster,- '^  enacted 
on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-five,  mutatis  mutandis,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
extended  and  applied,  to  the  said  congregation  of  Leacock  and 
to  the  trustees  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  their  successors. 

1  Chapter  1124. 
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churches  may  be  incorporated  and  furnished  with  the  due  and 
customary  privileges  in  this  behall  and  that  they  may  have  per- 
petual succession. 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  proper  and  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  true  intention  and  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the 
prayer  of  their  said  petition  should  be  granted: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it 
is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  the  Reverend  Joseph  Pil- 
more,  Rector  or  Minister  of  the  said  churches,  Benjamin  Cott- 
man  and  Jacob  Ashton,  the  present  wardens  of  Trinity  church 
in  Oxford  township,  Benjamin  Johnson  and  Jacob  Duffield,  the 
present  wardens  of  All  Saints'  church  in  Lower  Dublin  town- 
ship and  Joseph  Thomhill,  Matthew  Ingram,  Nathan  Whitman 
and  Demos  Worrell,  present  vestrymen  for  Trinity  church,  and 
John  Cottman,  Josiah  Jackson,  Thomas  Ashton  and  Joseph 
Ashton,  present  vestrymen  of  All  Saints'  church,  Andrew  Red- 
heffer  and  John  Bernard  Gilpin,  the  present  wardens,  and  Ed- 
ward Burk,  Lewis  Stangert,  Frederick  Hitner  and  William 
Hicks,  the  present  vestrymen  for  Saint  Thomas'  church,  in 
Whitemarsh  township,  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and 
nominated  in  their  place  and  stead  be  and  they  are  hereby  made 
and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in  law  and  in 
fact  to  have  continuance  forever,  by  the  name  and  title  of  "The 
Minister,  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of  the  Episcopal"  churches 
of  Trinity  church  in  Oxford  township,  and  All  Saints'  church 
in  Lower  Dublin  township  in  Philadelphia  county  and  Saint 
Thomas'  church  in  Whitemarsh  township  in  Montgomery 
county  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  minister,  church-war- 
dens and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  the  name  and  style 
aforesaid  shall  forever  hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable 
in  law  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in  fee 
simple  or  of  any  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tenements^ 
rents,  annuities,  liberties  [franchises]  and  other  hereditaments^ 
by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffments,  re- 
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lease,  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies 
politic  or  corporate  capable  to  make  the  same  and  further  that 
the  said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  and  any  kind,  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  chattels 
that  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  the  said  minister,  church 
wardens  and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  any  person  or 
persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate  capable  to  make  a  gift 
or  bequest  thereof,  such  money,  goods  and  chattels  to  be  [laid] 
out  by  them  in  a  purchase  or  purchases  of  lands  tenements, 
messuages,  houses,  rents,  annuities  or  hereditaments  to  them 
and  their  successors  forever. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  futher  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents  and  revenues,  pro- 
fits and  interest  of  the  said  churches  and  corporation  shall  by 
the  said  minister,  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  and  their 
successors  from  time  to  time  be  appropriated  for  the  mainte- 
nance and  support  of  the  minister  or  ministers  and  officers  of 
the  said  churches  and  for  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  said 
churches,  burial  ground,  church  yard,  parsonage  house  or 
houses  and  other  tenements  or  buildings,  which  do  now  or  here- 
after may  or  shall  belong  to  the  said  churches  and  corporation 
and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  estates, 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  legacies  and  bequests  or  any 
of  them  heretofore  given,  granted  or  devised  to  any  of  the  said 
three  churches  or  purchased  by  any  of  them  by  way  of  trust  or 
otherwise  or  which  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted  or  devised 
to,  or  be  purchased  by  any  of  them  shall  be  applied  and  appro- 
priated in  all  respects  whatever  to  the  use  of  the  particular 
church  for  which  such  gift,  grant,  devise  or  purchase  was  or 
shall  be  made. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  minister,  church  war- 
dens and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  grant, 
alien  or  otherwise  disi)ose  of  any  messuage  or  messuages,  house 
or  houses,  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  other  than  the  site 
of  the  houses  of  public  worship  or  churches  aforesaid  and  the 
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burial  grounds  which  they  do  now  or  may  hereafter  possese  as 
to  them  may  seem  meet  and  proper. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  in  the  di«h 
position,  sale  or  alienation  of  such  messuage  or  messuages, 
house  or  houses,  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments^  the  con- 
sent and  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  vestry  shall  be  had 
and  obtained  and  also  the  moneys  arising  from  the  said  dispo- 
sition or  sale  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  purchasing  and  pro- 
curing:;: other  more  convenient  messuages,  houses,  lands  or  tene- 
ments as  tlie  aforesaid  majority  of  the  vestry  may  deem  proper 
iiml  expedient  and  to  no  other  purpose  or  purposes  whatsoever. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  A^III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  minister,  church- 
wardens and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of 
them  shall  and  may  convene  from  time  to  time  to  make  rules, 
by-laws  and  ordinances  and  to  transact  everything  requisite 
for  the  good  government  and  support  of  the  said  churches. 
Provided  always.  That  the  said  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances 
be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  statutes  in  force  within  this 
commonwealth  and  that  all  the  said  rules,  by-laws,  ordinances 
and  transactions  requisite  for  the  good  government  and  support 
of  the  said  churches  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  or  books  which 
i?hall  be  kept  by  the  said  wardens  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  A'lII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  minister,  church-war- 
dens and  vestrymen  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
make,  have  and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  or  devices 
and  inscription  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to 
vchange,  bi-eak,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
'l)y  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  minister,  church-war- 
dens and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  the  name  before 
mentioned  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
•plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any  judge 
or  judges,  justice  or  justices,  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits, 
^complaints,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever  kind^ 
nature  or  form  they  may  be  and  all  and  every  other  matter  and 
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thing  [therein]  to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any 
other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  coi-porate  in  this  com- 
monwealth in  the  like  cases  may  or  can  do.  And  that  they 
shall  have  full  power  to  demand,  receive,  and  if  need  be  to  sue 
for  and  recover  all  former  debts  or  'legacies  or  arrearages  of 
debts  or  legacies  which  are  or  may  be  due  to  the  said  churches 
or  either  of  them  or  to  the  minister  of  the  said  churches  and 
also  all  deeds,  books,  writings  or  other  things  which  were 
heretofore  the  right  and  property  of  the  said  churches  or  either 
of  them. 

(Section  XI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this 
section  contained  shall  authorize  the  said  minister,  church  war- 
dens and  vestrymen  or  their  successors  to  apply  the  estates 
real  or  personal  given  or  devised  [or]  to  be  given  or  devised  to 
any  of  the  said  three  churches  or  purchased  or  to  be  purchased 
by  any  of  the  said  churches  or  the  rents  or  profits  of  such  es- 
tates to  any  other  use  than  to  the  use  of  such  particular  church 
as  is  or  shall  be  mentioned  in  the  gift,  grant,  devise  or  purchase 
deeds  made  or  to  be  made  to  [such]  church. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  vestiy  of  the  said  united 
churches  shall  always  consist  of  eighteen  persons,  members  of 
the  said  churches,  of  which  number  six  shall  be  chosen  for  each 
church  respectively,  that  the  six  pei^sonsso  to  be  chosen  fnv  each 
church  as  afore?^id  shall  reside  in  the  vicinage  or  nei^hbo:  :iood 
of  each  church  for  which  they  are  chosen,  that  one  and  the  snme 
person  shall  not  be  chosen  or  serve  as  a  vestrymen  for  more  than 
one  of  the  said  churches  at  the  same  time,  and  that  the  election 
of  vestrj'men  for  each  division  or  district  shall  be  holden  and 
made  at  each  of  the  said  churches  on  Easter  Monday  in  every 
year  by  a  majority  of  such  members  only  of  the  said  churches 
as  shall  appear  by  the  vestry  books  or  otherwise  to  be  contri- 
butors to  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  churches, 
having  and  paying  for  a  pew  or  part  of  a  pew  in  one  of  the  ^aid 
churches  sutticient  for  one  person  at  the  least  and  to  be  of  full 
age,  or  who  shall  otherwise  contribute  a  sum  of  money  equal 
to  the  rent  of  a  seat  in  a  i)ew  s^uflicient  for  one  i)er.sou  at  the 
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least  yearly,  and  shall  not  at  any  time  of  voting,  be  more  than 
one-half  year  in  arrears  for  the  same. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIII.  P,  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  vestrymen  so  elected 
for  each  church  or  district  shall  have  full  power  to  elect  and 
choose  annually  and  every  year  two  of  their  number  to  be 
church-wardens  for  each  of  the  said  churches  respectively.  Pro- 
vided always  nevertheless,  That  in  case  of  the  death  or  removal 
t>f  the  rector  or  principal  minister  of  the  said  churches,  then 
from  the  death  or  removal  of  such  minister  and  until  another 
minister  shall  be  duly  appointed  and  approved  for  the  said 
churches,  agreeably  to  former  method  and  usage,  the  church- 
wardens for  the  time  being  with  the  consent  of  the  major  part 
of  the  vestrymen  in  vestry  met,  shall  have  the  same  powers  and 
authority  relating  to  the  collection  and  disposition  of  the  rents 
and  revenues  of  the  said  corporation  as  is  hereinbefore  vested 
in  the  minister,  church-wardens  and  vestrymen. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIV.  p'.  L.)  And  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  clear  yearly  value  of  the 
messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities  or  other 
hereditaments,  and  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  in  gold  or  silver  at  the 
present  value  thereof  in  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for 
each  of  the  said  churches  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from 
the  letting  of  the  pews  belonging  to  the  said  churches  or  either 
of  them  and  also  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  open- 
ing of  the  ground  for  burials  in  the  church  yards  belonging  to 
the  said  churches  or  either  of  them,  which  said  moneys  shall 
be  received  and  disposed  of  by  the  church  wardens  and  vestry- 
men for  the  purposes  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  directed. 
Passed  March  10,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3  p.  181,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MCCLXXIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  AND  ENDOW  THE  GERMAN  COLLEGE  AND 
CHARITY  SCHOOL  IN  THE  BOROUGH  AND  COUNTY  OP  LANCASTER 
IN  THIS  STATE. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  citizens  of  this  state,  of  Ger- 
man birth  or  extraction  have  eminently  contributed  by  their 
industry,  economy  and  public  virtues  to  raise  the  state  to  its  pre- 
sent happiness  and  prosperity: 

And  whereas  a  number  of  citizens  of  the  above  discription  in 
conjunction  with  others  from  a  desire  to  increase  and  perpetu- 
ate the  blessings  derived  to  them  from  the  possession  of  prop- 
erty and  a  free  government  have  applied  to  this  house  for  a 
charter  of  incorporation  and  a  donation  of  lands  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  and  endowing  a  college  and  charity  school 
in  the  borough  of  Lancaster. 

And  whereas  the  preservation  of  the  principles  of  the  Chris- 
tian religion  and  of  our  republican  form  of  government  in  their 
purity  depends  under  God  in  a  great  measure  on  the  establish- 
ment and  support  of  suitable  places  of  education  for  the  pur- 
pose of  training  up  a  succession  of  youth  who  by  being  enabled 
fully  to  understand  the  grounds  of  both  may  be  led  the  more 
zealously  to  practice  the  one  and  the  more  strenuously  to  de- 
fend the  other: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  there  shall  be  and  hereby  is  erected 
tend  established  in  the  said  borough  of  Lancaster  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster  in  this  state,  a  college  and  charity  school  for  the 
instruction  of  youth  in  the  German,  English,  Latin,  Greek  and 
other  learned  languages,  in  theology  and  in  the  useful  arts 
sciences  and  literature,  the  style,  title  and  constitution  of  which 
college  shall  be  as  is  hereinafter  set  forth,  that  is  to  say: 

First  From  a  profound  respect  for  the  talents,  virtues  and 
services  to  mankind  in  general,  but  more  especially  to  this 
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country,  of  his  excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esquire,  presi- 
dent of  the  supreme  executive  council,  the  said  college  shall  be 
and  hereby  is  denominated  "Franklin  College." 

Second.  That  the  said  college  shall  be  under  the  manage 
ment,  direction  and  government  of  a  number  of  trustees  not  ex- 
ceeding forty-five  or  a  board  or  quorum  thereof  as  hereinafter 
mentioned. 

Third.  That  the  firat  trustees  of  the  said  college  shall  consist 
of  the  following  persons,  to  wit:  the  Hononable  Thomas  Mifflin^ 
Esquire,  the  Honorable  Thomas  McKean,  Esquire,  Doctor  of 
Laws,  the  Reverend  Doctor  John  Henry  Christian  Helmuth,  the 
Keverend  Caspar  Weiburg,  the  Reverend  Henry  Muhlenberg, 
the  Reverend  William  Handell,  the  Reverend  Nicholas  Kurtz, 
the  Reverend  George  Troldenier,  the  Reverend  John  Herbst, 
the  Reverend  Joseph  Hutchins,  the  Reverend  Frederick  Wey- 
land,  the  Reverend  Albertus  Helfenstein,  the  Reverend  William 
Ingold,  the  Reverend  Jacob  Van  Buskirk,  the  Reverend  Abra- 
ham Blumer,  the  Reverend  Frederick  Dalecker,  the  Reverend 
Christopher  Emanuel  Shultz,  the  Reverend  John  B.  Cousie, 
Peter  Muhlenberg,  Esquire,  the  Reverend  Frederick  Valentine 
Miltzeimer,  John  Hubley,  Esquire,  Joseph  Heister,  Esquire, 
Casper  Schaffner,  Peter  Hoofnagle,  Esquire,  Christopher  Craw- 
ford, Paul  Zantzinger,  Adam  Hubley,  Esquire,  Adam  Reigart, 
Jasper  Yeates,  Esquire,  Stephen  Chambers,  Esquire,  the  Hon- 
orable Robert  Morris,  Esquire,  George  Clymer,  Esquire,  Philip 
Wagner,  the  Honorable  William  Bingham,  Esquire,  William 
Hamilton,  William  Sheaf,  Doctor  Benjamin  Rush,  Daniel  Hes- 
ter, Esquire,  William  Rawle,  Esquire,  Lewis  Farmer,  Esquire, 
Christopher  Kucher,  Philip  Groenwaldt,  Michael  Hahn,  George 
Stake,  senior.  Esquire,  John  Musser: 

Which  said  trustees  and  their  successors  to  be  elected  in  man- 
ner hereinafter  mentioned  are  hereby  erected,  established  and 
declared  to  be  one  body  politic  and  corporate  with  perpetual 
succession  in  deed  and  in  faw  to  all  intents  and  purposes  what- 
soever by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  Franklin 
College  in  the  Borough  and  County  of  Lancaster,"  by  which 
name  and  title  the  said  trustees,  and  their  successors  shall  be 
competent  and  capable  at  law  and  in  equity  to  take  to  them- 
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selves  and  their  successors  for  the  use  of  the  said  college  any 
estate  in  any  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
goods,  chattels,  moneys  or  other  effects,  by  the  gift,  grant,  bar- 
gain and  sale,  conveyance,  assurance,  devise  or  bequest  of  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever,  provided  the  same  do  not  exceed 
in  the  whole  the  yearly  value  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  valuing 
one  Portugal  half  Johannes,  weighing  nine  pennyv^-eight  at 
three  pounds,  and  the  same  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  here- 
ditaments and  estate,  real  and  personal,  to  grant,  bargain  and 
sell,  convey,  assure,  demise  and  to  farm,  let  and  place  out  on  in- 
terest or  otherwise  dispose  of  for  the  use  of  the  said  college  in 
such  manner  as  to  them  or  at  least  seven  of  them  at  an  annual 
or  adjourned  meeting  assembled  shall  seem  most  beneficial  to 
the  institution  and  to  receive  the  rents,  issues,  profits,  interest 
and  income  of  the  same,  and  to  apply  the  same  to  the  proper  use  ^ 
and  support  of  the  said  college  and  by  the  same  name  to  sue, 
prosecute  and  defend,  implead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  courts 
of  law  or  equity  and  generally  by  the  same  name  to  do  and  tran- 
sact all  and  eyery  [the]  business  concerning  the  premises  or  in- 
eidentially  necessary  thereto,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  any 
natural  person  or  body  politic  or  corporate  within  this  common- 
wealth have  power  to  manage  their  own  concerns. 

Fourth.  The  said  trustees  shall  cause  to  be  made  for  their 
use  one  common  seal  with  such  devices  and  inscriptions  thereon 
as  they  shall  think  proper,  under  and  by  which  all  deeds,  di- 
plomas, certificates  and  acts  of  the  said  corporation  shall  pass 
and  be  authenticated  and  the  same  seal  at  their  pleasure  to 
break  and  make  a  new  one. 

Fifth.  That  the  said  trustees  or  any  nine  of  them  shall  meet 
at  the  borough  of  Lancaster  on  the  fifth  day  of  June  next  for 
the  purpose  of  concerting  and  agreeing  upon  such  business 
as  in  consequence  of  this  act  it  may  be  necessary  to  transact 
and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time  as  they  shall 
see  cause  to  any  other  times  and  places  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  same. 

Sixth.  That  there  shall  be  a  meeting  of  the  said  trustees  held 
once  in  every  year  at  least  at  the  borough  of  Lancaster  at  such 
time  as  the  said  trustees  or  a  quorum  thereof  shall  api)oint  of 
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which  notice  shall  be  given  after  the  first  meeting  either  by  pub- 
lic advertisements  in  two  of  the  newspapers  of  this  state  or  by 
notice  in  writing,  signed  by  the  clerk  or  other  officer  of  the  tnui- 
tees  for  that  purpose  to  be  appointed  and  sent  to  each  trustee 
at  least  twenty  days  before  the  time  of  such  intended  meeting, 
and  if  at  such  meeting  nine  of  the  said  trustees  shall  not  be  pre- 
sent those  of  them  who  shall  be  present  shall  have  power  to 
adjourn  the  meeting  to  any  other  day  as  fully  and  effectually 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  the  whole  number  of  the  trus- 
tees for  the  time  being  were  present,  but  if  nine  or  more  of  the 
said  trustees  shall  meet  at  the  said  appointed  times  or  at  any 
other  time  of  adjournment,  then  such  nine  trustees  shall  be  a 
boal*d  or  quorum  and  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  them  shall  be 
capable  of  making  and  enacting  ordinances  for  the  govemm«it 
of  the  said  college,  of  electing  trustees  in  the  place  or  stead  of 
those  who  shall  resign  or  otherwise  vacate  their  places  of  elect- 
ing and  appointing  the  principal,  vice-principal  and  professors, 
of  agreeing  with  them  for  their  salaries  and  stipends  and  re- 
moving them  for  misconduct  or  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  in- 
stitution, of  appointing  committees  of  their  own  body  to  carry 
into  execution  all  and  every  the  resolutions  of  the  board,  of 
appointing  a  secretary,  treasurer,  stewards,  managers  and  other 
necessary  and  customary  officers  for  taking  care  of  the  estate 
and  managing  the  concerns  of  the  said  institution,  and  gener- 
ally a  majority  of  voices  of  the  said  board  or  quorum  of  trustees 
at  any  annual  or  adjourned  meeting  after  notice  given  as  afore- 
said shall  determine  all  matters  and  things  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  this  act  occasionally  arising  and  incidentially  nec- 
essary to  be  determined  and  transacted  by  the  said  trustees: 
Provided  always  that  no  ordinances  shall  be  of  force  which 
shall  be  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  state. 

Seventh.  That  neither  the  principal,  vice-principal  nor  pro- 
fessors of  the  said  college  while  they  remain  such  shall  be  capa- 
ble of  holding  the  office  of  trustee,  and  if  any  trustee  of  the  said 
college  for  the  time  being  shall  accept  the  office  or  appointment 
of  principal,  vice-principal  or  professor  of  the  said  college,  it 
shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  resignation  of  the  office  of 
trustee  and  in  such  case  a  new  election  of  a  trustee  in  the  place 
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of  him  so  taken  and  constrned  to  have  resigned  the  same  of- 
fice shall  be  held  in  snch  time  and  manner  as  by  the  future  or- 
dinances of  the  said  college  shall  be  ordained  and  established. 

Eighth.  The  principal,  vice-principal  and  professors  of  the 
said  college  shall  be  styled  the  principal,  vice-principal  and  pro- 
fessors of  Franklin  CJollege  in  the  borough  and  county  of  Lan- 
caster, and  the  name,  style  and  title  of  the  body  or  faculty  com- 
I>osed  of  the  said  principal,  vice-principal  and  professors,  shall 
be  the  faculty  of  Franklin  College  in  the  borough  and  county 
of  Lancaster,  which  faculty  shall  have  the  power  of  enforcing 
the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  trustees  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  pupils,  by  rewarding  or  censuring  them,  and  finally 
by  suspending  such  of  them  as  after  repeated  admonitions  shall 
continue  disobedient  and  refactory  until  the  determination  of 
a  quorum  of  trustees  can  be  had,  and  of  granting  and  comfirm- 
ing  by  and  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of  a  board  of  trus- 
tees>  signified  by  their  mandamus  such  degrees  in  the  liberal 
arts  and  sciences  to  such  pupils  of  the  said  college  or  other  per- 
sons who  by  their  proficiency  in  learning  or  other  meritorious 
distinctions  they  shall  think  entitled  to  them,  as  are  lasually 
granted  and  conferred  in  other  colleges  in  America  or  Europe, 
and  to  grant  to  such  graduates,  diplomas  or  certificates  undec 
their  common  seal,  and  signed  by  the  faculty  to  authenticate 
and  peri)etuate  the  memory  of  such  graduation. 

Ninth.  Fifteen  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  college  shall  for- 
ever hereafter  be  fhosen  from  the  members  of  the  Luthem 
Church  and  the  like  manner  from  the  members  of  the  Reformed 
or  Calvinist  Church,  the  remainder  of  the  said  trustees  shall  be 
chosen  from  any  other  society  of  Christians: 

Provided  always.  That  no  person  not  an  inhabitant  of  this 
state  shall  be  capable  of  being  elected  one  of  the  aforesaid  trus- 
tees and  if  any  of  the  said  trustees  now  appointed  or  hereafter 
elected  shall  wholly  remove  from  this  state  and  settle  else- 
where, such  trustee  from  and  after  the  space  of  one  year  from 
such  removal  shall  be  deemed  to  have  resigned  his  said  office 
and  a  new  trustee  in  the  place  of  him  so  removed  from  this  state 
shall  be  elected  in  such  time  and  manner  as  by  the  future  or- 
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(linances  and  regulations  of  the  said  college  shall  be  ordained 
and  established.' 

Tenth.  The  principal  of  the  said  college  shall  forever  here- 
after be  chosen  alternately  from  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  or 
Calvanist  churches,  unless  such  of  the  trustees  as  are  or  shall 
be  members  of  those  two  churches  at  an  annual  or  adjourned 
meeting  assembled  shall  unanimously  agree  to  elect  and  ap- 
point two  or  more  persons  in  succession  of  the  same  religious 
denomination  or  some  suitable  person  of  any  other  society  of 
Christians. 

Eleventh.  In  order  to  secure  to  this  seminary  the  beneficial 
effects  which  have  been  generally  found  to  result  from  the  zeal- 
ous and  industrious  exertions  of  the  members  of  the  clergy  in 
the  education  of  youth,  whenever  the  seat  of  a  clergyman 
hereby  appointed  or  hereafter  to  be  elected  a  trustee  of  the  said 
college  shall  become  vacant,  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the 
election  of  another  clergyman  in  his  place,  so  nevertheless  that 
the  aforesaid  proportion  of  Lutheran  and  Reformed  or  Calvin- 
ist  trustees  be  invariably  preserved. 

Twelfth.  That  nine  of  the  said  trustees  at  an  annual  or  ad- 
journed meeting  shall  have  power  to  institute  an4  establish 
such  officers  of  the  said  college  not  hereinbefore  mentioned  op 
to  vest  such  powers  in  the  officers  already  herein  mentioned 
and  allow  such  salaries  ajid  perquisites  or  additional  salaries 
and  perquisites  as  the  future  exigencies  of  the  college  may  from 
time  to  time  require. 

Thirteenth.  To  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  learning  to  all 
ranks  of  people  by  means  of  a  charity  school  being  one  of  the 
primary  and  fundamental  objects  of  this  institution,  one-sixth 
part  of  the  capital  real  and  personal  fund  of  the  said  college, 
not  including  the  moneys  paid  for  tuition,  shall  be  irrevocably 
appropriated  together  with  such  gifts  and  bequests  as  may  be 
made  hereafter  to  the  college  for  that  specifil  purpose  to  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  a  charity  school  for  children  of 
both  sexes  and  all  religious  denominations  on  the  most  liberal 
plan  cftnsistent  with  the  ability  of  the  said  college. 

Fourteenth.  No  misnomer  of  the  said  corporation  shall  de- 
feat or  annul  any  gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest  to  the  said  cor- 
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poration,  nor  shall  any  disuser  or  nonuser  of  the  rights,  liber- 
ties, privileges,  jurisdictions  and  authorities  or  any  of  them 
hereby  granted  to  the  said  corporation  create  or  cause  a  for- 
feiture thereof. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  constitution  of  the  said 
college  herein  declared  and  established  shall  be  and  remain  the 
-inviolable  constitution  of  the  said  college  forever,  alterable  only 
by  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  state. 

(Section  IV.  V.  L.)  [Section  III.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
t)y  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  ten  thousand  acres  of  land,  to- 
gether with  six  per  centum  allowance  for  roads  set  out  and  sur- 
veyed within  the  unappropriated  lands  of  this  state  be  and  they 
are  hereby  granted  to  the  said  Trustees  of  Franklin  College  in 
the  Borough  and  County  of  Lancaster  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
.same  to  them,  their  successors  and  assign  forever. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  [Section  IV.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  upon  the  application  of  the 
said  trustees  or  of  any  person  duly  authorized  by  them  to  the 
secretary  of  the  land  office  of  this  state,  he  shall  and  is  hereby 
required  to  grant  and  issue  such  and  so  many  warrants  to  be 
directed  to  the  surveyor  general  requiring  him  to  survey  or 
cause  to  be  surveyed  for  the  trustees  of  the  said  college  such 
iind  so  many  tracts  of  land  with  such  number  of  acres  in  each 
warrant  as  shall  be  applied  for  at  each  application  in  such 
places  not  otherwise  appropriated  by  acts  of  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth  as  shall  in  the  whole  amount  to  the  said  quan- 
tity of  ten  thousand  acres,  and  the  usual  allowance,  and  the  sur- 
veyor general  shall  receive  and  enter  all  such  warrants  in  his 
office  and  issue  copies  thereof  directed  to  his  deputies  in  the 
different  counties  and  districts  within  the  state  and  the  said 
deputies  shall  duly  execute  the  same  and  make  returns  thereof 
and  thereupon  such  proceedings  shall  be  had  and  patents  or 
grants  of  confirmation  for  the  same  shall  be  issued  and  granted 
to  the  said  trustees  of  the  said  college  in  like  manner  and  form, 
and  having  like  force  and  effect  as  the  like  proceedings  and 
patents  have  been  and  are  conducted  and  granted  in  case  of 
private  persons  making  applications  for  and  taking  up  lands 
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under  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  in  snch  cases  made  and 
provided. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  [Section  V.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  tract  and 
tracts  of  land,  hereby  directed  to  be  surveyed  for  the  use  of  the 
said  college  shall  be  so  done  at  the  charge  of  this  state,  and  the 
supreme  executive  council  are  hereby  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  of  the  state  to  pay  and  de- 
fray all  the  charges  arising  thereupon. 

Passed  Marcn  10,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  Ill,  p.  184,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MC5CLXXV. 


AN  ACT  TO  AMEND  AN  ACT,  ENTITLES)  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REGULA- 
TION OF  BANKRUPTCY."  i 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
regulation  of  bankruptcy*'  has  upon  experience  been  found  in 
some  respects  uncertain  in  others  defective  and  requires  ex- 
planation and  amendment. 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  word  "conform"  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  section  of  the  said  recited  act  used  to  entitle  bankrupts 
to  receive  from  the  commissioners  a  certificate  thereof,  and  to 
have  such  certificate  allowed  by  the  president  or  vice-president, 
was  and  is  hereby  declared  to  mean  and  intend  that  such  bank- 
rupt or  bankrupts  shall  conform  to  all  and  singular  the  matters 
and  things  in  and  by  the  said  act  enjoined  upon  him,  her  or 
them,  whether  the  same  be  made  penal  by  the  said  act  or  is  or 
are  enjoined,  without  any  penalty  annexed  to  non-conformity 
therewith,  and  that  if  after  granting  any  certificate  by  the  com- 
missioners of  bankruptcy  the  person  or  persons  to  whom  thd 
1  Passed  September  16»  1785,  Chapter  1188. 
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same  shall  be  granted  shall  be  convicted  of  any  perjury,  fraud 
or  concealment,  contrary  to  the  said  act  such  certificate  shall 
be  ipso  facto  wholly  void  and  shall  not  operate  in  any  manner 
for  the  benefit  of  the  party. 

(Section  III,  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  discovery  or  disclosure  made 
or  to  be  made  upon  oath  or  affirmation  by  any  bankrupt  of  his 
estate  and  effects  pursuant  to  the  said  recited  act,  shall  entitle 
such  bankrupt  to  the  benefits  of  the  said  act  unless  the  said 
certificate  do  or  shall  contain  in  substance  that  such  bankrupt 
hath  made  a  full  discovery  and  disclosure  of  his  estate,  real  and 
personal,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  and  hath  in  all  things 
conformed  himself  to  the  requisitions  and  injunctions  in  fhe 
said  act,  and  in  this  act  mentioned  and  required  of  him  and 
that  there  doth  not  appear  to  the  commissioners  of  bankruptcy 
any  reason  to  doubt  but  that  such  discovery  and  disclosure  is 
a  true,  full  and  perfect  discovery  and  disclosure  of  all  the  es- 
tate and  effects  of  such  bankrupt. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  [Section  III.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  before  the  president  or  vice- 
president  of  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  common- 
wealth shall  allow  any  certificate  so  as  aforesaid  to  be  granted, 
the  bankrupt  shall  on  his  oath  or  affirmation  declare  before 
the  said  president  or  vice-president  that  such  certificate  was 
fairly  obtained  from  said  commissioners  without  any  fraud 
practised  by  him  or  by  others  to  his  knowledge. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  persons  becoming  bankrupts 
may  be  entitled  to  estates  and  effects  in  other  countries  where 
the  jurisdiction  and  laws  of  this  commonwealth  do  not  extend 
nor  may  be  allowed  to  be  of  force  to  vest  the  same  in  the  said 
commissioners,  and  it  is  reasonable  that  such  property  should 
be  secured  to  the  use  of  the  creditors  before  such  bankrupts  be 
discharged. 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  no  bankrupt  although  he  may  have  conformed  in 
manner  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  such  certificate  before  he 
shall  make  and  in  due  form  of  law  execute  such  conveyance,  as- 
surance and  assignment  of  all  his  estate,  real  and  personal  and 
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mixed,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  as  shall  be  devised  and 
directed  by  the  said  commissioners  to  vest  the  same  in  them  or 
assignees  to  be  appointed  as  hereinafter  is  mentioned,  their 
heii*s,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  in  trust  for  the  use 
of  all  and  every  the  creditors  of  such  bankrupt  who  shall  come 
in  and  prove  their  debts  under  the  commission. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  [Section  V.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  persons  who 
shall  apply  for  the  benefit  of  and  shall  conform  in  all  things  to 
the  requisitions  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  certificate  thereof  from  the  commissioners  or  a  major  part 
of  them,  which  certificate  shall  be  allowed  in  manner  aforesaid 
by  the  president  or  vice-president,  and  shall  be  of  the  same  force 
and  effect  and  operate  to  the  same  benefits  as  any  certificate 
granted  in  pursuance  of  the  said  recited  act  of  assembly  would, 
may  or  can  do,  and  that  all  the  penalties,  pains  and  forfeitures 
which  are  infiicted  by  the  said  act  for  any  fraud,  concealment 
or  perjury  therein  and  thereby  forbidden  shall  equally  operate 
agfiinst  the  persons  by  this  act  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the 
said  act  and  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they 
•      were  herein  particularly  enumerated. 

(Section  A^II.  P.  L.)  [Section  VI.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners  or  a  major 
part  of  them  or  the  assignees  by  them  appointed  shall  be  and 
hereby  are  vested  with  the  like  privileges  and  exemptions  in 
disposing  of  bankrupt's  estates  and  effects  at  public  auction 
or  venflue  as  executors  or  administrators  are  entitled  unto,  any 
law,  custom  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  modes  of  compensat- 
ing the  commissioners  for  their  time  and  trouble  in  attending 
their  duty  is  uncertain,  precarious  and  in  many  instances  in- 
adequate to  their  services: 

[Section  VII.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  when  any  commission  of  bankruptcy  shall  be  de- 
livered to  the  commissioners  therein  named  to  be  executed,  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  commissioners  before  they 
shall  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  qualify  themselves,  to  pro- 
ceed thereupon  to  demand  and  take  from  the  creditor  or  credi- 
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tors,  prosecuting  such  commission,  a  bond  with  one  good  se- 
curity if  required  in  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  prounds  con- 
ditioned for  the  payment  of  the  costs,  charges  and  expenses 
which  shall  arise  and  accrue  upon  the  prosecution  of  the  said 
commission  agreeably  to  the  rates  herein  after  mentioned  and 
no  more. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  [Section  VIII.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  costs  and  charges  to 
be  allowed  to  the  commissioners  or  the  major  part  of  them  in 
cases  where  the  whole  dividend  among  the  creditors  shall  not 
amount  to  one  thousand  pounds,  for  every  meeting  whetRer 
public  or  private  which  shall  be  necessary  from  and  after  they 
shall  have  qualified  themselves  to  proceed  until  the  whole  busi- 
ness shall  be  closed  shall  be  the  sum  of  five  pounds,  provided 
the  whole  sum  for  their  services  shall  not  exceed  fifty  pounds. 
And  in  cases  where  the  whole  dividend  among  the  creditors 
shall  amount  to  one  thousand  pounds  or  more  the  sum  of  five 
pounds  per  centum  according  to  the  directions  in  the  former 
act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

(Section  X,  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  the  expenses  so 
as  aforesaid  to  be  secured  and  paid  by  the  petitioning  creditors 
shall  be  repaid  to  him  or  them  by  the  commissioners  or  assignees 
out  of  the  first  moneys  arising  from  the  bankrupt's  estate  and 
effects  if  so  much  be  received  therefrom. 

(Section  XI,  P.  L.)  [Section  IX.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  a  public  meeting  of  the  said 
commissioners  whereof  due  notice  shall  be  given  in  two  of  the 
public  newspapers  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  two  weeks 
previous  thereto,  the  creditors  of  any  bankrupt  or  bankrupts 
or  such  of  them  as  shall  upon  such  notice  attend  whose  debts 
together  shall  amount  to  more  than  one-half  in  value  of  tlie 
whole  of  the  bankrupt's  debts,  and  whose  separate  debts  shall 
exceed  ten  pounds  each  both  which  to  be  made  out  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  commissioners,  may  or  shall  choose  one  or  more 
proper  and  discreet  persons  to  whom  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  said  commissioners  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them  to  assign  over  all  .or  any  of  the  messuages,  lands,  tene- 
ments, goods,  chattels,  rights,  credits,  debts  and  effects,  of  the 
26— XII 
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said  bankrupt  or  bankrupts  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  all  and 
every,  his,  her  or  their  creditors^  with  full  power  for  the  said 
assignees  to  sell  and  convert  into  money  the  state  so  assigned 
and  pay  and  deliver  over  the  moneys  arising  therefrom  to  the 
said  commissioners  as  soon  as  they  shall  receive  the  same,  in 
order  that  such  moneys  may  by  them  be  distributed  to  and 
among  the  creditors  of  the  said  bankrupt  or  bankrupts  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  the  said  act,  and  in  case  such  creditors 
shall  neglect  to  attend  or  attending  shall  refuse  to  make  choice 
of  assignees  as  aforesaid,  then  the  said  commissioners  shall  or 
may  make  choice  and  appointment  for  the  puri)oses  aforesaid  as 
to  them  shall  seem  meet. 

(Section  XII.  P.  L.)  [Section  X.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  after  the  bankrupt  shall  have 
finished  his  final  examination  or  any  other  person  or  persons 
shall  voluntarily  make  discovery  of  any  part  of  such  bank- 
rupt's estate  before  unknown  to  the  commissioners,  such  person 
or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  five  per  centum  out  of  the  effects 
so  discovered  and  such  further-  reward  as  the  commissioners 
shall  think  proper,  and  any  trustee  wilfully  concealing  the  es- 
tate of  any  bankrupt  for  [the  (space  of)]  ten  days  after  the 
bankrupt  shall  have  finished  his  final  examination  as  aforesaid 
shall  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds  and  double  the  value  of  the 
estate  concealed  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors. 

(Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  [Section  XI.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  creditor  or  pretended 
creditor  of  the  bankrupt  shall  exhibit  to  the  commissioners  of 
bankruptcy  .any  fictitious  or  false  debt  or  demand  with  intent 
to  defraud  the  real  creditor  of  such  bankrupt  and  the  bankrupt 
shall  not  make  discovery  thereof  but  shall  suffer  the  fair  credi- 
tors to  be  imposed  upon,  he  shall  lose  all  title  to  the  allowance 
upon  the  amount  of  his  effects  and  of  the  indemnity  to  which 
he  would  be  entitled  by  a  certificate  nor  shall  he  claim  the  said 
allowance  or  indemnity  if  he  haB  lost  at  any  one  time  ten  pounds 
or  in  the  whole  fifty  pounds  within  twelve  months  before  he  be- 
came bankrupt  by  any  manner  of  gaming  or  wagering  what- 
ever, or  within  the  same  time  has  lost  to  the  value  of  fiS^ 
pounds  by  taking  up  or  borrowing  money  at  usury  at  more  than 


1787]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  403 

lawful  interest.  Provided  always,  that  such  loses  by  gaming 
or  wagering  or  such  taking  up  money  at  usurious  interest  shall 
have  happened  after  the  passing  of  this  act. 

(Section  XI V.  P..L.)  And  whereas  from  the  great  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  this  state  and  the  United  States  as 
well  as  foreign  nations  many  of  the  creditors  of  bankrupts  re- 
side abroad,  and  it  would  be  inconvenient  and  unreasonable  to 
require  their  attendance  in  person  to  prove  their  debts: 

[Section  XII.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  credi- 
tors resident  abroad  to  prove  their  debts  before  the  mayor  or 
dhief  magistrate  of  any  city,  borough  or  town  corporate  or  be- 
fore any  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  or  other  public  officer  hav- 
ing lawful  authority  to  administer  an  oath  or  affirmation  in  any 
city,  borough,  town,  county  or  place,  and  the  same  (being  duly 
certified  under  the  public  seal  of  the  city,  borough,  town,  county 
or  place)  shall  be  allowed  due  proof  of  such  debt  unless  from  the 
examination  of  the  bankrupt  or  the  affidavit  of  one  or  more  of 
the  creditors  or  other  credible  witness  or  witnesses  the  commis- 
sioners or  a  major  part  of  them  shall  see  cause  to  suspect  the 
justice  of  such  debt  or  debts,  in  which  case  it  shall  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  said  commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  foundation  of 
such  debt  and  demand,  and  try  the  justice  thereof  by  an  issue 
at  law  or  by  arbitration  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  proper. 

Passed  15th  of  March  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3.  p.  188,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCLXXVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  EXPLAIN  AND  AMEND  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  TO 
ENCOURAGE  AND  PROTECT  THE  MANUFACTURERS  OP  THIS  STATE 
BY  LAYING  ADDITIONAL  DUTIES  ON  THE  IMPORTATION  OF  CER- 
TAIN MANUFACTURES  WHICH  INTERFERE  WITH  THEM"  AND  FOR 
THE  FURTHER  ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  THE  NAVIGATION  OF  THE 
STATE. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  is  found  on  experience  that  the 
act  passed  the  twentieth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  entitled  "An 
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value  thereof,  porcelain,  Imported  directly  into  this  or  any  of 
the  United  States  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  or  from  China 
or  India  excepted,  provided  always.  That  such  porcelain  shall 
have  been  imi)orted  in  vessels  built  of  and  belonging  to  citizens 
of  some  one  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  all  panes,  plates,  vessels  and  utensils  of  glass  wares  two 
and  one-half  per  centum  on  the  value.  * 

Upon  all  linens  of  flax,  hemp  or  tow,  and  upon  all  other  manu- 
factures of  hemp  or  flax  (sail  cloth  excepted)  and  upon  all  cam- 
brics or  lawns  two  and  one-half  per  centum  on  the  value. 

Upon  all  stocks  of  planes  ten  per  centum  on  the  value. 

Upon  all  foreign  manufactures  part  whereof  consists  of  brass, 
iron  or  other  metal  or  metals  subject  to  duty  by  this  or  any 
former  act  or  part  whereof  consist  of  iron  or  other  metal  and 
other  part  of  wood  five  per  centum  on  the  value. 

Upon  all  molasses  one  penny  per  gallon. 

Upon  all  chocolate  four  pence  per  pound. 

Upon  all  spiritous  liquors  not  at  this  time  subject  to  auy  im- 
post or  duty  by  any  former  law  two  pence  per  gallon. 

And  upon  all  cordials  or  liquors  commonly  so  called  six  pence 
per  gallon  if  in  casks  or  if  in  bottles  two  shillings  per  dozen. 

And  upon  all  vinegar  two  pence  per  gallon. 

Upon  all  tarred  cordage,  yarns  and  fixed  rigging  four  shil- 
lings and  two  pence  for  every  hundred  weight. 

Upon  all  teas  imported  into  this  state  from  any  phuo,  coun- 
try or  kingdom  as  follows: 

Upon  every  pound  of  Hyson  Tea  six  pence. 

Ui)on  every  pound  of  green  othei*  than  Hyson  and  upon  everyj 
pound  of  Suchong  tea  four  pence. 

And  upon  every  pound  of  other  teas,  two  pence.  Provided 
always,  That  teas  imported  directly  into  this  state  or  any  of  the 
United  States  from  the  Capel  of  Good  Hope  or  from  China  or 
India,  in  vessels  built  of  and  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  duty  intended  to  be  raised  or 
made  payable  by  this  act. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
this  act,  all  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported  into  this 
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state  by  an  alien  or  foreigner  and  not  bona  fide  consigned  to 
some  citizen  of  this  state  shall  pay  |tn  additional  impost  of  two 
pounds  per  centum  upon  the  value  thereof. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  that  every  of  the  said 
enumerated  articles  which  is  by  the  act  made  liable  to  any  of 
the  aforesaid  imposts  or  duties  shall  be  and  hereby  is  dis- 
charged from  any  of  the  duty  or  impost  imposed  or  supposed  to 
be  imposed  thereon  by  this  act  intended  to  be  explained  and 
amended  hereby. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  [Section  III.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  goods,  wares  and  merchan- 
dise being  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa  or  the  islands  thereof  charged  with  an  impost  op 
duty  by  this  or  any  other  act  and  exported  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing shall  be  entitled  to  draw  back  the  whole  of  the  duties 
or  impost  with  which  they  have  been  resi)ectively  charged,  that 
is  to  say,  all  such  goods,  ware  and  merchandise  as  aforesaid  as 
shall  be  exported  out  of  this  state  by  sea  within  six  months  after 
the  time  of  importation  in  the  original  package.  Provided 
always.  That  such  goods  be  entered  outwards  and  exported  as 
aforesaid  on  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  party  and  bond  be  given 
agreeable  to  the  act  passed  the  second  day  of  April  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  entitled  "A  supple- 
ment to  the  acts  for  raising  an  impost  on  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise imported  and  for  securing  more  effectually  the  reve- 
nues arising  from  the  same,"*  and  the  act  passed  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  and  eighty- 
three,  entitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  an 
impost  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported  into  this 
state."^ 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  [Section  IV.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  bonds  which  hereafter 
under  this  act  or  any  other  act  imposing  any  duties  or  imposts 
on  importation  of  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  into  this  state 
shall  be  made  and  given  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth  to  the 
collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  payment  of  the  said 

2  Chapter  1157. 
8  Chapter  1051. 
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duties  or  impoBts  or  any  of  them  at  a  certain  day  shall  and  may 
be  taken  by  the  said  collector  with  a  power  of  attorney  under- 
written, indorsed  or  annexed  thereto,  directed  to  the  attorney 
general  of  the  state  or  to  any  other  attorney  of  the  supreme 
court  or  of  any  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  of  this  state,  em- 
powering either  of  them  to  confess  judgment  or  judgments  on 
one  or  more  declaration  or  declarations  filed  in  one  or  more  of 
the  said  courts  as  occasion  may  require  as  of  any  term  or  terms 
past  in  the  said  courts  for  the  penalty  of  any  such  bond  on  non- 
payment at  the  day  for  the  sum  or  sums  mentioned  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  same  for  the  more  speedy  recovery  of  the  said  sura 
or  sums  so  mentioned  in  such  condition  with  the  interest  which 
may  be  due  together  with  costs  of  suits  which  power  of  attor- 
ney shall  be  executed  by  the  person  or  persons  giving  such  bond 
at  the  same  time  that  he  or  they  execute  such  bond. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  that  the  duty  on  molasses  may  not 
operate  to  the  discouragement  of  the  distilleries  in  this  state. 

[Section  V.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  distillers  shall  be  entitled  to  a  return  of  one  penny 
upon  every  gallon  of  rum  of  their  manufacture  respectively 
which  they  shall  enter  with  the  collector  of  excise  and  such  re- 
turn shall  be  made  and  the  money  paid  by  the  collector  of  the 
port  of  Philadelphia  on  certificate  delivered  to  him  by  the  party 
or  parties  from  the  aforesaid  collector  of  excise. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  [Section  VI.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  vessel  or  boat  from  which 
any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  shall  be  unloaded  before  due 
entry  thereof  at  the  office  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia and  every  carriage  into  which  any  such  goods  shall  be 
first  put  or  loaded  after  removal  from  such  vessel  or  boat,  to- 
gether with  the  horse,  horses  or  cattle  drawing  the  said  carriage 
at  the  time  of  seizure,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  declared  to  be  for- 
feited and  shall  be  seized  by  the  collector  last  aforesaid,  the 
naval  officer  or  any  of  his  or  their  deputies,  one-half  thereof  to 
be  to  the  use  of  the  state  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  col- 
lector aforesaid  or  naval  officer.  But  if  such  seizure  shall  have 
been  made  on  the  discovery  and  information  of  any  other  person 
pfToperly  communicated  to  the  said  collector  or  naval  officer, 
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then  one-third  thereof  shall  be  to  the  use  of  such  person,  one- 
third  to  the  said  collector  or  naval  oflSicer,  and  the  remaining 
third  to  the  use  of  the  state. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  [Section  VII.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
navigation  of  this  state  there  shall  be  an  abatement  made  of 
live  per  centum  of  all  duties  and  imposts  on  any  goods,  wares  or 
merchandise  imported  into  this  state  in  vessels  built  in  the 
same,  two-third  parts  of  which  vessels  are  or  shall  be  the  prop- 
erty of  and  owned  by  citizens  of  this  state. 

(Section  X.  P.  L.)  [Section  VIII.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  order  to  ascertain  the  prop- 
erty of  vessels  which  shall  by  this  act  be  entitled  to  such  abate- 
ment of  the  duties  and  imposts  aforesaid,  and  to  prevent  frauds, 
all  registers  of  ships  or  vessels  which  shall  here  be  sworn  or 
aflSrmed  according  to  law  before  the  naval  officer  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  shall  thereupon  be  presented  by  the  said  naval 
oflScer  to  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  who  shall 
countersign  the  same  and  a  registry  of  all  such  registers  shall 
be  kept  by  the  secretary  of  the  council. 

(Section  XI.  P.L.)  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
in  every  case  wherein  the  imposts  laws  of  this  state  are  broken 
and  goods,  wares,  merchandise  and  the  package  containing  the 
same  are  thereby  become  forfeited  and  liable  to  seizure,  the 
naval  officer  hath  equal  power  and  authority  to  seize  and  prose- 
cute the  same  to  condemnation  as  the  collector  of  the  port  of 
Philadelphia  hath  in  like  cases. 

[Section  IX.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  in  all  cases  of  importation  by  water  or  by  land  into 
this  state,  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  liable  to  entry  with 
the  said  collector  or  his  deputies,  or  any  of  them,  where  for- 
feiture of  the  same  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  and  the  pack- 
ages thereof  and  of  the  ship,  vessels,  boats,  carriage,  horse, 
horses  or  cattle  employed  in  such  imi)ortation  shall  have  beOT 
incurred,  the  naval  officer  and  his  deputy  and  deputies  shall 
have  equal  authority  to  seize  the  same  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise and  the  packages  thereof  and  the  ship,  vessel,  boat, 
carriage,  horse  and  horses  or  cattle  employed  in  such  importa- 
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tion  and  the  same  seizure  whether  made  by  the  collector  or  his 
deputy  or  by  the  said  naval  oflScer  or  his  deputy  shall  be  prose- 
cuted by  information  in  rem  in  the  supreme  court  or  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  county  where  the  seizure  shall  have  been 
made  and  upon  condemnation  the  same  shall  be  sold  by  public 
auction,  and  distributed  as  the  impost  laws  of  this  state  provide 
and  direct  in  the  special  case  wherein  such  seizure  shall  have 
been  made. 

(Section  XII.  P.  L.)  [Section  X.]     And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  much  of  the  said  act  herein 
first  recited  as  is  by  this  act  altered,  amended  or  supplied  shall 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  annuled  and  made  void. 
Passed  March  15, 1787.    Recorded  in  L,  B.  No.  3,  p.  191,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCLXXVII. 


AN  ACT  TO  DIRECT  AND  AUTHORIZE  THE  LAYING  OUT  OF  AN  HIGH- 
WAY THROUGH  THIS  STATE  FROM  THE  V^ATERS  OF  THE  RIVER 
POTOMAC  TO  THE  RIVER  OHIO  IN  ORDER  TO  EXTEND  AND  FACILI- 
TATE THE  INTERCOURSE  V^HICH  IS  DESIGNED  TO  BE  BE  OPENED 
BETWEEN  THE  SAME  RIVERS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  articles  of  confederation 
and  perpetual  union  between  the  states  of  America  the  said 
states  severally  have  entered  into  a  firm  league  and  friendship 
with  each  other  for  their  common  defense,  the  security  of  their 
liberties  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare. 

And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  the  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth  that  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  have 
concreted  and  agreed  to  improve  and  extend  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Potomac  from  the  tide  water  thereof  upwards  as  far 
as  the  same  may  be  found  practicable  and  from  the  head  of 
such  navigation  along  and  by  means  of  the  river  Potomac  to 
open  an  highway  whereby  to  communicate  by  the  shortest 
practicable  course  with  the  navigable  waters  of  the  river  Ohio. 

And  whereas  it  appears  to  this  general  assembly  that  the 
states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  by  acts  of  their  respective  leg- 
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islatures  have  authorized  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
lay  oat  an  highway  for  cummnieation  between  the  waters  of  the 
said  rivers  and  have  invested  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
with  all  privileges,  immunities  and  advantages  respecting  the 
same  that  the  citizens  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
now  do  or  shall  hereafter  enjoy. 

And  whereas  it  is  found  necessary  in  order  to  open  and  com- 
plete the  communication  between  the  two  rivers  aforesaid,  that 
and  highway  should  be  laid  out,  opened  and  made  through  part 
of  this  state,  which  highway  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land have  agreed  in  case  permission  for  opening  the  same  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  open  and  com- 
plete at  the  proper  charge  and  cost  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  and  as  no  highway  or  road  can  be  laid  oift  and  estab- 
lished within  this  state  by  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  of  greater  width  than  fifty  feet. 

In  consideration  therefor  of  the  premises  and  of  the  great  ad- 
vantage that  will  accrue  not  only  to  the  commerce  but  to  the  in- 
dustry and  agriculture  of  this  state  by  opening  a  way  to  for- 
eign markets  for  the  products  of  the  same  by  means  of  the 
said  intended  highway  and  navigation. 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  upon  the  application  of 
the  agents  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  duly  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  to  the  courts  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
peace  within  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Fayette  and  Westmore- 
land for  the  laying  out  and  establishing  of  an  highway  for  the 
purpose  of  the  communication  aforesaid  between  the  waters  of 
the  river  Potomac  and  the  waters  of  the  river  Ohio  as  to  the 
parts  of  the  same  highway  which  shall  fall  within  their  proper 
jurisdiction,  the  said  courts  respectively  shall  authorize  and 
direct  that  a  view  or  views  by  six  discrete  and  capable  inhabi- 
tants of  the  proper  county  or  of  some  county  within  this  state 
through  which  such  highway  and  communication  shall  be  laid 
out,  be  had  in  like  manner  as  the  same  courts  respectively  are 
empowered  to  proceed  in  laying  out  of  public  highways  within 
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the  county,  and  upon  the  return  of  the  personB  so  appointed  to 
make  such  views  to  establish  the  same  as  an  highway  of  the 
breadth  of  eighty  feet  that  after  the  highway  so  laid  out  and 
established  as  aforesaid  shall  be  recorded  the  same  shall  for- 
ever thereafter  be  deemed  to  be  and  shall  be  an  highway  of  this 
state,  the  said  highway  to  be  laid  out,  opened,  established  and 
kept  in  repair  at  the  charge  and  cost  of  the  states  of  Virginia 
and  Maryland  and  to  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  all  and  every 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  states  as  well  for  the  transporta- 
tion and  conveyance  thereon  and  thereby  of  all  their  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise  respectively  as  otherwise  as  fully  as  the 
same  highway  shall  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Pennsylvania. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided,  That  the  agents  of  the  states 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland  apply  for  the  laying  out  of  the  said 
highway  as  aforesaid  within  three  years  from  and  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  act. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  also.  That  if  it  be  found  neces- 
stry  because  of  the  neglect  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land to  repair  the  same  highway  for  the  legislature  of  this  state 
to  impose  any  toll  tax  or  duty  on  the  goods^  wares  and  merchan- 
dise, which  shall  be  transported  and  conveyed  by  and  along  the 
said  highway  in  order  to  amend  and  repair  the  same,  that  then 
and  in  such  cases  the  inhabitants  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  shall  be  liable  to  pay  like  toll,  tax  and  duty  for  such 
purpose  on  their  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  as  the  inhabf- 
tants  of  Pennsylvania  shall  in  similar  cases  be  liable  to  pay 
and  no  greater. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  goods,  wares  and  mer Aan- 
dise  imported  and  introduced  into  this  state  by  and  along  the 
highway  aforesaid  shall  be  subject  to  no  greater  impost  or  duty 
than  the  like  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  would  be  liable 
in  case  the  same  were  imi)orted  and  introduced  into  this  state 
by  the  river  Delaware  or  otherwise  except  the  tolls,  tax  or  duty 
imposed  for  the  special  purpose  of  repairing  the  same  highway. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  [Section  III.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  advantages  which  are  by 
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this  act  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  states  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  shall  remain  and  continue  as  long  and  no  longer  than 
the  states  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  shall  allow  free?  passage, 
navigation  and  agress  and  regress  to  the  inhabitants  of  Penn- 
sylvania along  and  through  the  navigation  and  communication 
aforesaid,  such  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  paying  like  tolls, 
duties  and  imposts  and  customs  and  no  greater  than  tl:e  in- 
habitants of  Virginia  and  Maryland  shall  pay  and  which  shall 
be  indispensably  necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  the  said  navigation  and  communication. 

Passed  March  15,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  194,  etc. 


CHAPTEll  MCCLXXVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  REVIVE  THE  INCORPORATION  OF  THE  SUBSCRIBERS  f O 
THE  BANK  OF  NORTH  AMERICA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  general  assembly  of 
this  commonwealth  passed  the  first  day  of  April  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  of  the  Bank  of  North 
America,"^  it  was  enacted  that  those  who  then  were  and  those 
who  should  become  subscribers  to  the  said  bank  should  be  for- 
ever thereafter  a  corporation  and  body  politic  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  by  the  name  and  style  of  **The  Pi^sident,  Directors  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,"  with  certain  powers, 
rights  and  privileges  therein  particularly  expressed  and 
granted: 

And  whereas  by  a  certain  other  act  of  general  assembly 
passed  the  thirteenth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  it  was  enacted  that 
every  matter,  clause  and  thing  in  the  said  recited  act  contained 
should  be  repealed  and  made  utterly  void  and  of  none  effect: 

And  whereas  a  bank  under  proper  regulations  may  be  ren- 
dered useful  to  the  commerce  and  agriculture  of  the  state  and 
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[Section  III.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  said  corporation  shall  not  at  any  time  during  the 
continuance  thereof  deal  or  trade  or  permit  or  suffer  any  per- 
sons or  persons  whatsoever  either  in  trust  or  for  the  benefit  of 
the  same  to  deal  or  trade  with  any  of  the  stock,  moneys  or  ef- 
fects of  or  any  ways  belonging  to  the  said  corporation  in  the 
buying  or  selling  of  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise  whatso- 
ever; and  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  trade  or  deal  or  by 
whose  order  or  directions  such  dealing  or  trading  shall  be  made^ 
prosecuted  or  managed  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  dealing  (mp 
trading  and  evei7  such  order  or  directions  treble  the  value  of 
the  goods  and  merchandise  so  traded  for  to  such  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  sue  for  the  same  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint 
or  information  in  any  of  the  courts  of  record  within  this  state, 
wherein  no  essoin,  protection  or  wager  of  law  shall  be  allowed 
nor  more  than  one  imparlance.  Provided  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  anywise  be  construed  to  hinder  the  said  corpo- 
ration from  dealing  in  bills  of  exchange  or  in  buying  or  selling 
bullion,  gold  or  silver,  public  funds  or  in  selling  any  goods,- 
wares  or  merchandise  whatsoever  which  shall  really  and  bona 
fide  be  left  or  deposited  with  the  said  corporation  for  money  lent 
or  advanced  thereon  and  which  shall  not  be  redeemed  at  the 
time  agreed  on  or  within  three  months  after  or  from  selling  such 
goods  as  shall  or  may  be  the  produce  of  lands  purchased  or 
mortgaged  to  the  said  corporation  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  act. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  [Section  IV.]  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  be  and  shall 
be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  defended 
in  courts  of  record  or  any  other  place  whatsoever  and  to  do 
and  execute  all  and  singular  other  matters  and  things  that  to 
the  said  corporation  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  [Section  V.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  for  the  well  governing  of  the 
said  corporation  and  the  ordering  of  their  affairs  they  shall  have 
such  officers  as  they  shall  hereafter  direct  and  appoint:  Pro- 
vided nevertheless,  That  twelve  directors,  one  of  whom  shall 
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be  the  president  of  the  said  corporation  be  of  the  number  of 
their  officers. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  [Section  VI.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Thomas  Willing  be  the  present 
president,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Willing  and  John  Nixbn, 
Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  John  Maxwell  Nesbit,  Henry  Hill, 
Josiah  Hewes,  Blchard  Bache,  John  Ross,  Samuel  .Powell, 
Andrew  Oaldwell,  Mordecai  Lewis  and  Andrew  Tybout,  be  the 
present  directors  of  the  said  corporation  and  shall  continue  so 
until  another  president  and  other  directors  shall  be  chosen  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  said  corporation. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  [Section  VII.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  president  and  directors  of 
the  said  corporation  shall  be  capable  of  exercising  such  powers 
for  the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  affairs  of  the  said 
corporation  and  of  holding  such  occasional  meetings  for  that 
purpose  as  shall  be  described,  fixed  and  determined  by  the  laws, 
regulations  and  ordinances  of  the  said  corporation. 

(Section  X.  P.  L.)  [Section  VIII.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  may  make, 
ordain,  establish  and  put  into  execution  such  laws,  ordinances 
and  regulations  as  shall  seem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the 
government  of  the  said  corporation:  Provided  always,  That 
nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize 
the  said  corporation  to  exercise  any  powers  in  this  state  repug- 
nant to  the  laws  or  constitution  thereof. 

(Section  XI.  P.  L.)  [Section  IX]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have  and  use  a  common  seal 
with  such  devices  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think  proper 
and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  pleasure. 

(Section  XII.  P.  L.)  [Section  X.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid.  That  the  president  and  directors  of  the  said 
cori>oration  shall  deposit  with  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  duplicates  of  all  and  every  the  laws,  regulations  and 
ordinances,  which  shall  or  may  from  time  to  time  be  made,  en- 
acted or  ordained  by  the  said  corporation  within  ten  days  after 
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the  making,"  enacting  or  ordaining  the  said  laws,  i-egulations 
or  ordinances  respectively. 

(Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  [Section  XI.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  president,  director 
or  any  ofl&cer  or  servant  of  the  said  president,  director  or  com- 
pany being  entrusted  with  any  bill  or  note  or  any  bond,  deed, 
money  or  other  effects  belonging  to  the  said  president,  directors 
and  company  or  having  any  bill,  note  or  any  bond,  deed,  money 
or  other  effects  lodged  or  deposited  with  the  said  president,  di- 
rectors and  company  or  with  such  oflScer  or  servant  as  an  officer 
or  servant  of  the  said  president,  directors  and  company,  shall 
seci-ete,  embezzle  or  run  away  with  any  such  bill,  note,  bond, 
deed,  money  or  other  effects  or  any  part  of  them,  every  presi- 
dent, director,  officer  or  servant  so  offending  and  being  thereof 
convicted  in  due  form  of  law  in  any  court  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  general  gaol  delivery  within  this  commonwealth  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony  and  shall  suffer  as  a  felon  agreeably  to 
the  laws  for  the  punishment  of  grand  larceny. 

(Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  [Section  XII.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  this  act  and  everything 
therein  contained  shall  be  taken  and  construed  most  favorably 
and  beneficially  for  the  said  corporation. 

Passed  March  17,  1787.  Recorded  L,  3.  No.  3,  p.  196,  etc.  See 
the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  20,  1799,  Chapter  2033;  March 
31,  1860,  P.  L.  453. 


CHAPTEK  MCCLXXIX. 


AN    ACT    FOR    SECURING    THE    CITY    OF    PHILADELPHIA    AND    THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD  THEREOF  P^ROM  DAMAGE  BY  GUNPOWDER. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  appears  that  the  act,  entitled 
*'An  a(  t  for  the  better  securing  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  its 
liberties  from  danger  of  gunpowder,"^  is  in  several  respects  de- 
fective: 

Therefore  to  remedy  the  defects  thereof: 

1  Passed  December  6,  1783.    Chapter  1059. 
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(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  no  person  shall  keep  in  any  house,  store,  shop  or  cellar  or 
other  place  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia  nor  the  country  ad- 
jacent within  two  miles  of  the  said  city,  except  in  the  public 
magazine  in  the  square  to  the  south  of  Vine  street,  between 
Sixth  and  Seventh  streets  of  the  said  city  any  greater  quantity 
of  gunpowder  at  one  time  than  thirty  pounds  weight  thereof 
under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  whole  quantity  so  over 
and  above  stored  or  kept,  together  with  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds  for  every  such  offense. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  every  captain  or  master  of,  or 
merchant  owning  any  ship  or  vessel  bringing  therein  to  such 
part  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia  as  lies  between  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  district  of  Southwark  and  the  north  eastern 
boundary  of  the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties  any  gun- 
powder for  sale  or  other  purpose  other  than  such  gunpowder 
as  shall  be  specially  licensed  in  that  behalf  by  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council  shall  within  the  space  of  forty-eight  hours  from 
the  arrival  and  coming  to  anchor  of  the  said  ship  or  vessel 
within  the  limits  aforesaid  and  before  such  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  brought  to  any  wharf  of  the  said  port  within  the  said  limits 
deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered  all  the  guni)owder  above  thirty 
pounds  weight  brought  as  aforesaid  at  the  said  magazine,  be- 
tween the  hours  hereinafter  prescribed  under  the  penalty  of  for- 
feiting at  and  after  the  rate  of  twenty  pounds  for  every  cask 
of  gunpowder  so  withheld  and  not  delivered  as  aforesaid,  to- 
gether with  the  whole  of  such  gunpowder  above  the  thirty 
pounds  weight  if  such  property  be  the  property  of  the  offender, 
and  in  order  that  strangers  may  be  better  apprized  of  the  tenor 
of  this  act  the  health  oflftcer  and  his  deputies  are  required  and 
enjoined  as  soon  as  they  have  opportunity  to  give  information 
thereof  to  such  captain,  ma^er  or  merchant  and  the  custom 
house  and  naval  officers  and  their  deputies  and  required  and 
enjoined  to  give  such  information  to  the  captains  or  other  i>er- 

27— XII  I 
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sons  coming  to  their  several  offices  to  make  entry  or  report  of 
their  arrival  or  of  their  cargoes, 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  [Section  III.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  gunpowder  stored  in 
the  said  magazine  be  intended  for  exportation  it  shall  not  be 
delivered  on  board  of  the  vessel  intended  to  export  the  same 
while  she  remains  at  any  of  the  wharves  in  such  part  of  the  port 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  as  aforesaid  but  after  removal  of 
any  such  gunpowder  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  from  the  said 
magazine  it  shall  be  immediately  delivered  into  some  boat  or 
craft  to  be  used  in  conveying  it  on  board  of  such  vessel  and 
which  boat  or  craft  shall  be  ready  to  receive  and  convey  the 
same  to  such  vessel  and  shall  forthwith  carry  it  on  board  thereof 
under  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  such  gunpowder  and  of  the  sum 
of  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  by  any  person  so  offending  and  of 
the  further  sum  of  fifteen  pounds  for  every  hour  such  boat  or 
craft  shall  remain  at  any  such  wharf  after  taking  or  receiving 
such  gunpowder  on  board  and  such  gunpowder  shall  not  be  un- 
laden from  any  cart,  dray  or  other  carriage  on  any  wharf  within 
the  said  city  and  the  aforesaid  adjacent  country  until  the  boat 
or  craft  into  which  it  is  to  be  delivered  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying it  to  the  vessel  intended  to  export  the  same  shall  be 
ready  to  receive  it  under  the  penalty  of  twenty  pounds  to  be  for- 
feited by  every  person  so  offending. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  [Section  IV.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  gunpowder  b}^  land  into 
the  said  city  or  the  adjacent  country  within  two  miles  of  the 
said  city  if  above  thirty  pounds  weight  at  one  time  shall  be  im- 
mediately carried  to  the  said  magazine  and  delivered  to  the 
superintendent  thereof  or  his  deputy  within  the  hours  herein- 
after prescribed  for  his  attendance  at  the  said  magazine  under 
the  same  penalties  as  if  brought  by  water  and  not  delivei'ed  as 
in  such  case  is  herein  directed  at  the  said  magazine. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  [Section  V.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  person  shall  convey  in  any 
dray,  cart,  wagon  or  other  carriage  any  greater  quantity  of  gun- 
powder than  thirty  pounds  weight  in  or  through  the  said  city 
or  the  adjacent  country  within  two  miles  of  the  said  city  with- 
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out  securing  it  in  a  good  bag  or  bags  or  putting  a  sheet  or  can- 
vas under  and  around  the  said  powder  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
same  from  scattering  from  the  said  carriage,  under  penalty  of 
forfeiture  of  the  said  gunpowder  and  for  every  such  offence  the 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  by  every  person  so  offending. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  [Section  VI.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  superintendent  or 
keeper  of  the  said  magazine  shall  have  and  receive  for  storage 
of  such  powder  so  deposited  there  twelve  pence  per  barrel  per 
month  and  so  proportionately  for  half  barrels  and  quarter  bar- 
rels for  the  first  six  months  and  six  pence  per  barrel  per  month 
and  so  proportionately  for  half  barrels  and  quarter  barrels  for 
every  month  any  such  powder  shall  remain  in  the  said  magazine 
above  the  space  of  six  months  and  likewise  shall  have  and  re- 
ceive for  every  twelve  pounds  or  less  quantity  thereof  delivered 
by  the  said  superintendent  or  keeper  of  the  said  magazine  or 
his  deputy  at  one  time,  six  pence  over  and  above  the  said  stor- 
age to  be  paid  to  him  at  and  upon  the  delivery  thereof  to  the 
owner  thereof  or  the  person  appointed  by  the  said  owner  to 
receive  the  same. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  [Section  VII.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Tliat  the  said  superintendent 
or  keeper  of  the  said  magazine  or  his  successors  in  the  said  of- 
fice for  the  time  being  shall  be  accountable  to  the  owners  or  de- 
liverers of  such  powder  from  and  after  their  deliver}'  at  and  de- 
positing thereof  in  the  said  magazine  (lightening  and  other  un- 
avoidable accidents  of  any  kind  excepted)  and  shall  also  cause 
daily  attendance  to  be  given  at  the  magazine  aforesaid  from 
the  hour  of  nine  until  twelve  in  the  forenoon  and  from  the  hour 
of  two  until  five  in  the  afternoon  except  in  the  months  of  No- 
vember, December  and  Januaiy,  when  such  attendance  in  the 
afternoon  shall  be  from  two  to  four  o'clock  for  delivering  out 
and  receiving  of  and  taking  in  such  powder  and  immediately 
on  so  receiving  into  his  custody  at  the  said  magazine  as  afore- 
said any  quantity  of  gunpowder  the  said  superintendent  or 
"keeper  of  the  said  magazine  or  his  successors  for  the  time  be- 
ing shall  give  receipts  in  writing  for  the  same  expressing  the 
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quantity  of  powder  and  describing  the  numbers  and  marks  of 
the  casks. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  [Section  VIII.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
shall  have  power  to  remove  the  said  superintendent  or  keeper 
of  the  said  magazine  and  appoint  another  in  his  place  whenever 
it  shall  appear  to  them  necessary  as  well  as  to  appoint  a  succes- 
sor in  case  of  death  in  all  which  cases  the  successor  in  office 
shall  make  out  an  account  of  all  i)owder  in  the  said  mag- 
azine in  the  presence  of  a  person  to  be  appointed  by  the  council 
as  also  in  the  presence  of  his  predecessors  if  living  and  if 
not  in  the  presence  of  one  of  his  executors  or  adminis- 
trators, if  any,  he  shall  attend  on  notice  given  and 
the  quantity  found  to  be  in  the  said  magazine  shall 
be  charged  to  the  new  officer  which  account  shall  also  be  com- 
pared in  the  presence  of  such  persons  as  aforesaid  with  the  ac- 
count of  the  immediate  predecessor  for  which  purpose  the  said 
superintendent  or  the  keeper  of  the  said  magazine  and  his  suc- 
cessors in  the  said  office  shall  keep  fair  books  in  which  all  such 
powder  so  to  be  brought  into  the  said  magazine  or  found  therein 
at  the  passing  of  this  act  shall  be  entered  which  books  shall  be 
delivered  up  to  the  successors  in  the  said  office,  but  in  case  any 
disputes  or  mistakes  shall  arise  or  appear  the  executors  or  ad- 
ministrators of  any  deceased  superintendent  or  keeper  of  the 
said  magazine  shall  have  access  at  all  reasonable  times  to  the 
book  delivered  up  in  order  to  adjust  the  said  disputes  or  mis- 
takes. 

(Section  X.  P.  L.)  [Section  IX.]  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  said  superintendent  or 
keeper  of  the  said  magazine  for  the  time  being  shall  refuse  or 
neglect  to  give  attendance  as  aforesaid  or  to  receive  or  deliver 
as  the  case  may  be  such  powder  or  any  part  thereof  to  the 
owner  or  deliverer  aforesaid  requiring  the  same  within  the 
hours  aforesaid  or  shall  take  any  more  or  greater  sums  or 
rates  than  are  by  this  act  allowed  to  him,  he  or  they  so  oflfend- 
ing  shall  be  fined  for  every  such  offense  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  pounds  ui)on  conviction  of  such  offence  on  indictment  in 
the  city  court  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  which  fine  or  finea 
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shall  go  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  commissioners  for 
paving  the  streets  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  puipose  of 
paving  the  said  streets. 

(Section  XI.  P.  L.)  [Section  X.]  And  be  it  fui-ther  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  singular  the  fines,  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  this  act  other  than  those 
mentioned  in  the  tenth  section  hereof  shall  and  may  be  recov- 
ered in  any  court  of  record  in  this  state  with  costs  of  suit  by 
bill,  plaint  or  information  wherein  no  essoin,  protection  or 
wager  of  law  nor  any  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  al- 
lowed, the  one  moiety  of  which  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures 
except  as  before  excepted  shall  go  into  the  hands  of  the  treas- 
urer of  the  commissioners  for  paving  the  streets  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  for  the  purpose  of  pav- 
ing the  said  streets  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to  the  informer 
and  prosecutor  who  shall  sue  for  the  same. 

(Section  XII.  P.  L.)  [Section  XI.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  any  justice  of  the  peace  within 
the  limits  of  the  said  city  and  the  adjacent  county  within  two 
miles. of  the  said  city  on  demand  made  by  such  superintendent 
OP  keeper  of  the  said  magazine  showing  a  reasonable  cause  on 
oath  or  affirmation  may  issue  his  warrant  under  his  hand  and 
seal  empowering  such  superintendent  or  keeper  of  the  said  mag- 
azine to  search  in  the  day  time  any  house,  store,  shop,  cellar  or 
other  place  or  any  boat,  ship  or  other  vessels  for  any  quantity  of 
gunpowder  forbidden  by  this  act  to  be  kept  in  any  place  or 
places  and  for  that  purpose  to  break  open  in  the  day  time  any 
such  house,  store,  shop  or  other  places  aforesaid  or  any  boat, 
ship  or  other  vessel  if  there  be  occasion  and  the  said  superin- 
tendent or  keeper  of  the  said  magazine  on  finding  such  gunpow- 
der may  sieze  and  remove  the  same  in  twelve  hours  from  any 
such  place  or  places,  boats,  ships  or  vessels  to  the  said  magazine 
and  therein  detain  the  same  until  it  be  determined  in  the  proper  • 
court  whether  it  be  forfeited  or  not,  by  vir^ie  of  this  act  and  the 
said  superintendent  or  keeper  of  the  said  magazine  shall  not  in 
the  mean  time  be  sued  for  seizing,  keeping  or  detaining  the  same 
nor  shall  any  writ  of  replevin  issue  therefore  until  such  deter- 
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mination    as  aforesaid  be  made  but  all  such  suits  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  illegal,  erroneous  and  abated. 

(Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  [Section  XII.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  superintendent 
or  keeper  of  the  said  magazine  may  examine  and  if  occasion  be 
seize  any  greater  quantity  of  gunpowder  while  in  any  dray, 
cai-t,  wagon  or  other  carriage  than  is  hereby  allowed  to  be 
loaded  in  the  same  or  conveyed  therein  within  the  said  city  or 
the  adjacent  counti-y  within  two  miles  of  the  said  city  and  also 
to  examine  and  seize  any  gunpowder  found  in  any  such  carriage 
as  aforesaid  within  the  said  city  and  adjacent  country  as  afore- 
said which  shall  be  found  not  to  be  secured  from  scattering  in 
the  manner  directed  by  this  act  or  which  may  be  found  in  any 
other  situation  prohibited  hereby  and  the  same  shall  be  by  him 
conveyed  within  twelve  hours  to  the  said  magazine  therein  to 
be  by  him  storeil  and  detained  until  it  shall  be  determined  in 
the  proper  court  whether  the  same  shall  be  forfeited  or  not  io 
virtue  of  this  act  and  such  sujjerintendent  or  keeper  of  the  said 
magazine  shall  not  in  the  meantime  be  sued  for  seizing,  keeping 
and  detaining  the  same  nor  shall  any  writ  of  replevin  issue 
therefore  until  such  determination  as  aforesaid  be  made  but  all 
such  suits  are  hereby  declared  to  be  illegal,  erroneous  and 
abated. 

(Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  [Section  XIII.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  afoi'esaid.  That  if  any  suit  or  action  be 
commenced  or  prosecuted  against  any  person  or  persons  for 
anyrhiiig  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act  even'  such  person  or 
persons  may  plead  the  genenil  issue  and  give  this  act  and  the 
special  matti^r  in  evidence  at  any  trial  to  be  had  thereon  and  if 
a  verdict  sliall  jiass  for  the  defendant  or  the  plaintiff  become 
non-suit  or  discontinue  his  action  or  if  on  demurrer  or  other- 
wise judgment  shall  be  given  against  the  plaintiff',  the  defen- 
dant shall  recover  treble  costs  and  shall  have  the  like  remedy 
for  the  same  as  any  defendant  hath  in  other  cases. 

(Section  XV.  P.  L.)  [Section  XIV.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  superintendent  or 
keeper  of  the  said  magazine  shall  before  he  enters  on  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office  give  bond  with  such  security  to  the  supreme 
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executive  council  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  in  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  pounds  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duty  as  directed  by  this  act. 

(Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  [Section  XVI.]  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  acts  heretofore  made 
in  any  way  respecting  the  storing  or  keeping  of  gunpowder  in 
the  said  city  or  the  adjacent  country  within  two  miles  of  the 
said  city  or  in  any  part  of  the  liberties  of  the  same  shall  be  and 
are  hereby  repealed. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  199,  etc.  See 
the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  April  13,  1791,  Chapter  1573;  April  18, 
1795,  Chapter  1857. 


CHAPTER  MCCLXXX. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  APPOINTING  DEPU- 
TIES TO  THE  CONVENTION  INTENDED  TO  BE  HELD  IN  THE  CITY 
OF  PHILADELPHIA  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  REVISING  THE  FEDERAL 
CONSTITUTION."  i 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a 
supplement  certain  persons  were  appointed  as  deputies  from 
this  state  to  sit  in  the  said  convention: 

And  whereas  it  i^  the  desire  of  the  General  Assembly  that 
his  excellency  Benjamin  Franklin,  Esciuire,  President  of  this 
State,  should  also  sit  in  the  said  convention  as  a  deputy  from 
this  state: 

Therefore: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  his  excellency  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Esquire,  be  and  he  is  hereby  api)ointed  and  authorized  to  sit 
in  the  said  convention  as  a  deputy  from  this  state  in  addition 
to  the  persons  heretofore  appointed  and  that  he  be  and  he 
1  Passed  December  30,  1786.    Chapter  1260. 
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hereby  is  invested  with  like  powers  and  authorities  as  are  in- 
vested in  the  said  deputies  or  any  of  them. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  202,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCOLXXXI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  BSTABUSHING  A  COURT  OF  ADMIRALTY  SESSIONS 
FOR  THE  TRIAL  OF  CRIMES  AND  OFFENCES  OTHER  THAN  PIRACIES 
AND  FELONIES  COMMITTED  ON  THE  HIGH  SEAS  OR  WITHIN  AD- 
MIRALTY JURISDICTION. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  ninth  article  of  the  con- 
federation of  the  United  States,  the  United  States  in  congress 
assembled  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  power  of  ap- 
pointing courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  committed 
on  the  high  seas: 

And  whereas  crimes  and  offences  inferior  in  degree  to  piracies 
and  felonies  may  be  committed  within  admiralty  jurisdiction 
and  it  is  proper  and  necessary  that  a  cotiri:  should  be  erected 
and  established  for  the  trial  of  such  inferior  crimes  and  of- 
fences for  the  furtherance  of  justice  and  the  punishment  of 
evil  doers. 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Gtoeral  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  all  crimes  and  offences 
under  the  degree  of  felony  which  shall  be  done  or  committed,  on 
the  high  seas  or  without  admiralty  jurisdiction  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  act  shall  be  inquired  of,  tried,  adjudged  and 
punished  and  not  otherwise  by  a  court  consisting  of  the  judge 
of  the  admiralty  of  the  state  for  the  time  being  who  shall  be 
president  thereof  and  of  any  two  justices  of  the  city  court  for 
the  city  of  Philadelphia  or  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  for 
the  county  of  Philadelphia  whom  the  judge  of  the  admiralty 
shall  take  to  his  assistance  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  shall  be  styled  and  entitled  "The 
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Court  of  Admiralty  Sessions  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania/^ 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  crimes  and  offences  under 
the  degree  of  felony  which  shall  be  committed  within  admiralty 
jurisdiction  after  the  passing  of  this  act  shall  be  inquired  of, 
tried  and  adjudged  and  not  otherwise  before  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  admiralty  sessions  constituted  and  established  by  this 
act  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law  and  shall  be 
punished  in  like  manner  as  if  the  crime*  or  offence  had  been 
committed  on  land  and  within  the  body  of  a  county  of  this  state, 
and  the  said  court  of  admiralty  sessions  so  constituted  shall 
and  may  sit  from  time  to  time  as  often  and  as  long  as  the  judges 
thereof  shall  think  necessary  and  the  jtidges  of  admiralty  and 
any  two  justices  of  the  city  court  aforesaid  or  of  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  aforesaid  whom  the  said  judge  of  admiralty 
shall  take  to  his  assistance  are  hereby  constituted  judges  of 
the  said  court  of  admiralty  sessions  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  [Section  III.]  Provided  alwajs  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  case  of 
the  absence  of  the  said  judge  of  admiralty  out  of  the  state  or  of 
his  inability  to  attend  the  said  court  hereby  erected,  the  prem- 
dent  or  vice-president  in  council  are  empowered  to  appoint 
some  other  person  learned  in  the  law  to  be  a  judge  and  presi- 
dent of  the  said  court,  pro  hae  vice  in  the  room  and  place  of 
the  said  judge  of  admiralty,  and  until  the  said  judge  of  ad- 
miralty shall  and  do  attend  the  said  court,  which  person  so  to 
be  appointed  in  his  room  and  place  is  hereby  vested  with  all 
the  powers  belonging  to  the  said  judge  of  admiralty  as  judge 
and  president  of  the  said  court  of  admiralty  sessions  aforesaid 
during  such  his  absence  or  inability  to  attend. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  [Section  IV.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  fees  of  the  judge  of  ad- 
miralty as  president  of  the  court  of  admiralty  sessions  hereby 
erected  and  of  the  assistant  justices  and  of  the  clerk  thereof 
shall  be  the  same  as  in  like  cases  would  be  legally  due  and  ac- 
cruing to  the  justices  and  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  county  of  Philadelphia.      Provided   always  and   it   is 
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hereby  declared,  That  the  register  for  the  time  being  of  the 
court  of  admiralty  shall  be  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  of  ad- 
miralty sessions  and  shall  collect  and  when  received  shall  pay 
the  fees  belonging  to  the  president  of  the  said  court  of  admiralty 
sessions  and  of  the  assistant  justices  to  each  of  them  respect- 
ively and  his  proportion  of  the  said  fees  thus  made  receivable 
by  the  said  court  shall  be  in  the  place  and  stead  of  any  other 
salary  as  president  of  the  said  court. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.-)  [Section  V.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  matters  and  things  con- 
tained.in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  and  establish- 
ing admiralty  jurisdiction,"^  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  March 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  also  all  matters  and  things  contained  in  a  supplement  to 
the  act  last  mentioned  passed  on  the  second  day  of  September* 
in  the  same  year  in  any  wise  contradictory  to  or  inconsistent 
with  the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  present  act  shall  be  and 
the  same  are  hei*eby  repealed,  annulled  and  made  void. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.    Provided  U  B.  No.  3,  p.  203,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCLXXXII. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  FURTHER 
REUEF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  CREDITORS  WHO  ARE  CITIZENS  OF  THIS 
STATE  BY  RECEIVING  ON  LOAN  CERTAIN  DEBTS  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  AND  FOR  FUNDING  THE  SAME  AND  FOR 
PAYING  THE  ANNUAL  INTEREST  OF  SUCH  LOANS  AND  THE  IN- 
TEREST OF  CERTAIN  DEBTS  OF  THIS  STATE  EVERY  SIX  MONTHS."! 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  application  has  been  made  to  this 
house  by  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  state  who  lent  their  money 
to  the  United  States  at  different  periods  of  the  late  war  and 
paid  into  the  continental  loan  offices  in  the  states  of  New 
Jersey  and  Delaware,  praying  that  thej^  may  be  entitled  to  the 

1  Chapter  887. 

2  Passed  September  22,  1780,  Chapter  915. 
1  Passed  March  1,  1786.    Chapter  1202. 
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same  benefits  as  those  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  who  lent  their 
money  to  the  United  States  by  placing  the  same  in  the  conti- 
nental loan  office  within  this  state: 

And  w^hereas  the  money  so  lent  equally  conduced  to  promote 
the  public  good  and  common  cause  and  inasmuch  as  those  who 
contributed  towards  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  debts 
of  this  state  should  enjoy  a  mutual  advantage  therefor  with 
other  citizens  in  similar  circumstances: 

Therefore: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  liepresentatives  Of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  pj  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  comptroller-general  of  this  state 
shall  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  receive  on  ^ 

loan  the  certificates  granted  for  moneys  loaned  in  the  continen- 
tal loan  offices  in  the  states  of  New  Jersey  or  Delaware  by 
persons  who  at  the  time  of  such  loaning  in  the  states  afoi^esaid 
were  and  do  yet  continue  to  be  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  by 
actual  residence  within  the  same  and  that  the  said  comptroller- 
general  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  issue  certificates  there- 
for in  like  manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  directed 
by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  incumbent  upon  all 
and  every  person  or  persons  claiming  the  benefits  of  this  act 
before  they  are  admitted  thereunto  to  make  oath  or  affirmation 
before  the  said  comptroller-general  (which  oath  or  affirmation 
he  is  hereby  authorized  to  administer)  that  the  certificates  so 
offered  are  bona  fide  the  property  of  the  person  or  persons  to 
whom  they  were  originally  granted  for  moneys  lent  as  afore- 
said. 

Passed  28th  of  March,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  204,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  ^I(X:LXXXIIL 


AN  ACT  FOR  FACILITATING  THE  REDEMPTION  OF  THE  BILLS  OF* 
CREDIT  EMITTED  IN  THE  YEAR  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED- 
AND  EIGHTY-ONE  AND  FOR  REDEEMING  PART  OF  THE  FUNDED 
DEBT  OF  THE  STATE  BY  THE  SPEEDY  COLLECTION  OF  THE  AR- 
REARAGES DUB  FOR  UNPATENTED  LANDS  WHICH  WERE  LOCATED 
BEFORE  THE  DECLARATION  OF  INDEPENDENCY. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whei'eas  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  this  commonwealth  passed  the  sixteenth  day  of 
September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  compel  the  speedy  settlement  and  paying  or 
securing  of  the  debts  due  to  this  state  for  lands  held  by  loca- 
tion or  other  office  right  obtained  before  the  tenth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  yet  re- 
maining unpatented,"^  it  was  amongst  other  things  in  substance- 
enacted  and  declared  that  every  person  entitled  either  in  law 
or  equity  to  lands  in  this  state  within  the  limits  of  the  purchase- 
or  purchases  made  from  the  Indians  before  the  declaration  of 
the  independency  of  the  United  States  by  virtue  of  any  grants 
warrant,  location  or  office  rights  whatsoever  made  or  accrued 
before  the  tenth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-six,  upon  which  a  patent  had  not  been  issued, 
might,  and  every  such  person  was  thereby  enjoined  and  required 
as  soon  as  conveniently  might  be  to  apply  to  the  proper  officers 
of  the  land  office,  and  to  settle  and  adjust  the  sum  and  sums  of 
money  due  to  the  state  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  respec- 
tively and  to  pay  or  secure  the  same  in  the  manner  in  the  said 
act  mentioned  and  if  any  one  so  entitle<l  as  aforesaid  to  any 
lands  yet  remaining  unpatented  should  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay 
or  secure  the  purchase  money  or  arrearages  thereof  due  to  the 
state  and  demand  a  patent  for  such  land  in  the  manner  in  the 
said  act  directed  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  April,  which 
would  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-seven,  every  such  person  so  refusing  or  neglecting 
should  be  barred  and  precluded  from  the  benefit  intended  by 
the  said  act  with  respect  to  farther  time  of  payment  and  should 
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be  forthwith  prosecuted  and  proceeded  against  for  the  moneys 
due  on  such  lands  by  sale  of  the  said  lands  according  to  law 
without  further  delay: 

And  whereas  the  time  so  limited  as  aforesaid  is  now  nearly 
expired  and  it  is  deemed  expedient  farther  to  extend  the  same: 

And  whereas  so  much  of  the  said  arrearages  and  sums  of 
monej'  due  to  this  state  for  lands  as  aforesaid  as  should  be 
sufficient  to  redeem  the  bills  of  credit  emitted  by  virtue  of  the 
:act  passed  the  seventh  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  entitled  "An  act  for  emitting  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  for  the  support 
of  the  army  and  for  establishing  a  fund  for  the  redemption  of 
the  same  and  for  other  purposes  mentioned,"*  were  by  the  said 
act  solemnly  pledged  and  appropriated  for  the  redemption  of 
the  said  bills  of  credit: 

And  whereas  by  the  payment  of  part  of  the  arrearages  and 
by  the  appropriation  of  other  funds  the  greater  part  of  tjhe  said 
bills  of  credit  have  been  redeemed  and  the  sum  remaining  to  be 
redeemed  will  require  but  a  moderate /proportion  of  the  said 
arrearages  to  complete  the  same  and  it  is  just  and  proper  that 
the  residue  of  the  said  arrearages  should  be  otherwise  appro- 
priated towards  discharging  the  other  debts  due  from  the  state: 

And  whereas  many  citizens  of  this  state  thus  indebted  for 
lands  by  them  held  as  aforesaid  are  possessed  of  certificates 
of  debts  due  from  the  state  and  drawing  interest  from  the 
treasury  thereof  and  are  desirous  of  discharging  their  debts 
to  the  state  by  paying  as  much  thereof  in  the  said  certificates 
as  may  be  received  consistently  with  the  aforesaid  appropria- 
tion and  the  residue  in  the  aforesaid  bills  of  credit  or  other  cur- 
rent money: 

Therefore: 

(Section  11.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  time  limited  in  the  act  first 
herein  recited  for  paying  or  securing  to  the  state  the  payment 
for  lands,  held  or  claimed  as  in  the  said  act  is  described  and  for 
<lemanding  or  taking  out  patents  for  the  same  be  and  hereby 
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is  extended  to  the  tenth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  and  the  periods 
prescribed  by  the  said  acts  for  the  payments  to  become  due  on 
the  securities  therein  directed  to  be  taken  shall  be  and  are 
hereby  respectively  extended  to  one  year  later  than  the  periods 
in  the  said  acts  mentioned. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  everj-  person  entitled  to  de- 
mand a  patent  for  land  in  this  state  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  said  recited  act  on  paying  one-forth  of  the  amount  of 
the  purchase  money  or  the  arrearages  now  due  with  the  inter- 
est thereon  lawful  money  of  this  state  or  in  the  bills  of  credit 
emitted  by  virtue  of  the  aforesaid  act  passed  the  seventh  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  together 
with  the  whole  of  the  oflBce  fees  in  current  lawful  money  shall 
at  his  option  pay  the  residue  of  such  purchase  money  and  inter- 
est in  lawful  money  or  the  bills  of  ci-edit  aforesaid  or  in  certifi- 
cates of  debt  due  from  this  state  and  now  by  law  entitled  to 
draw  interest  from  the  treasury  tliore<if  commonly  called  funded 
certificates,  on  which  certificates  the  interest  shall  be  computed 
and  allowed  till  the  time  of  such  payment.  Provided  neverthe- 
less, That  such  payment  or  payments  be  made  and  completed 
on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lonl  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  every  such  ])erson 
so  refusing  or  neglecting  shall  be  barred  and  precluded  from 
all  the  benefit  intended  by  this  act  with  respect  to  further  time 
of  payment  and  the  mode  of  such  payment  and  shall  be  forth- 
with prosecuted  and  proceed  against  by  the  sale  of  his  said 
land  according  to  law  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made. 

Passed  May  28.  1787.    Recorded   L.   B.  No.  3,  p.  205,  etc.    See 
the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  29,  1788,  Chapter  1848. 
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CHAPTER  MCCLXXXIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  MAKE  EFFECTUAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  PAYMENT  OF  ONE 
HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY  THOUSAND  POUNDS  STERUNG  GRANTED 
TO  THE  LATE  PROPRIETAtUES  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  BY  AN  ACT,  EN- 
TITLED "AN  ACT  FOR  VESTING  THE  ESTATES  OF  THE  LATE  PRO- 
PRIETARIES OF  PENNSYLVANIA  IN  THIS  COMMONWEALTH/'  AND 
FOR  ALLOWING  INTEREST  ON  THE  SEVERAL  INSTALLMENTS 
THEREOF  FROM  THE  TIMES  THEY  HAVE  FALLEN  AND  SHALL  FALL 
DUB  UNTIL  ACTUAL  PAYMENT  THEREOF. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  an  act  of  the  general  assem- 
bly of  this  Commonwealth  passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  aeven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  vesting  the  estates  of  the  late  proprietaries 
of  Pennsylvania  in  this  commonwealth,"^  the  estates  of  the  said 
late  proprietaries  were  divested  from  and  out  of  them  and 
vested  in  this  commonwealth  and  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain  were 
directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  this  sitate  to  the  de- 
visees and  legatees  of  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn  late 
proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  respectively  and  to  the  widow 
and  relict  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  in  such  proportions  as 
should  thereafter  by  the  legislature  be  deemed  equitable  and 
just  upon  a  full  investigation  of  their  respective  claims.  Pro- 
vided always  that  no  part  of  the  said  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling  should  be  paid  within  less 
than  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  then  present  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  that  no  more  than  twenty  thousand  pounds 
sterling  nor  less  than  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling  should 
be  paid  or  payable  in  any  one  year  until  the  whole  sum  should 
be  fully  paid  and  discharged  and  that  the  first  actual  payment 
thereof  should  be  made  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  after  the 
termination  of  the  said  war. 

And  whereas  by  one  other  act  of  assembly  passed  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  empower  the  supreme  executive  council  to 

1  Chapter  874. 
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sell  the  barracks  in  the  Northen  Liberties  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia,"^ it  was  enacted,  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  should  be  empowered  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
sell  by  public  auction  the  barracks  aforesaid  and  the  lot  of 
ground  whereon  the  same  were  erected  in  the  manner  in  the 
said  act  directed  and  that  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sales 
aforesaid  should  be  lodged  in  the  treasury  of  this  common- 
wealth towards  the  payment  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterl- 
ing (part  of  the  moneys  aforesaid)  and  for  no  other  purpose 
whatever. 

And  whereas  by  one  other  act  of  assembly  passed  the  ninth 
day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 
entitled  ^^\n  act  to  authorize  and  direct  the  immediate  pay- 
ment of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  the  devisees  and 
legatees  of  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn  and  to  the  widow 
and  relict  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn,  being  the  first  yearly  pay- 
ment directed  to  be  paid  them  by  an  act  of  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth,  entitled  "An  act  for  vesting  the  estate  of  the 
late  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  in  this  Commonwealth,"'  it 
was  recited  that  the  war  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  Great  Britain  was  happily  and  finally  terminated  and 
ended  and  peace  was  fully  established  between  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  the  said  war  by  the  signing  of  the  definitive  treaty 
made  at  Paris  on  the  third  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  that  more  than  one 
year  had  elapsed  since  the  termination  of  the  war  aforesaid 
and  that  it  was  just  and  proper  that  the  first  annual  payment  as 
aforesaid  should  be  made  wherefor  it  was  by  the  said  act  en- 
acted that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling  money 
of  Great  Britain  should  be  immediately  paid  as  by  the  act 
first  recited  was  directed  on  warrant  or  waiTants  for  the  same 
signed  by  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  on  the  treas- 
urer of  this  state,  such  warrant  or  warrants  to  be  entered  in  the 
comptroUer-generaFs  office  and  made  payable  to  the  person  or 
persons  and  in  the  manner  and  form  in  the  said  now  recited  act 

3  Chapter  1097. 
schapter  1130. 
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described  and  by  the  same  act  it  was  recited  that  the  sale  of  the 
said  baiTacks  and  lot  of  ground  would  not  produce  a  sum  suffi- 
cient for  the  payment  of  the  said  fifteen  thousand  i)ounds  sterl- 
ing then  due  and  which  ought  to  be  paid  as  aforesaid,  where- 
fore it  was  proper  and  necessary  to  make  further  provision  for 
making  such  payment  in  order  to  which  it  was  by  the  said  act 
enacted  that  in  addition  to  the  moneys  which  had  arisen  and 
should  arise  and  come  into  the  treasury  of  this  state  from  and 
on  account  of  the  said  barracks  and  lot  of  ground  there  should 
be  appropriated  so  much  ajs  should  be  necessary  to  make  up  the 
residue  of  the  said  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling  of  the 
moneys  which  had  been  received  or  arisen  and  become  due  for 
impost  or  duties  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise  imported 
into  this  state  between  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  and  the 
first  day  of  November  then  last  past  and  by  the  said  now  re- 
cited act  it  was  further  enacted  that  the  said  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  pounds  sterling  should  be  paid  as  aforesaid  in  English 
guineas  weighing  five  pennyweights  and  six  grains  each  at  the 
rate  of  twenty-one  shillings  each  or  in  Spanish  milled  dollars 
weighing  seventeen  pennyweight  and  six  grains  each  the  rate 
of  four  shillings  and  six  pence  each  or  in  other  gold  or  sil- 
ver coin  at  the  like  rate  or  proportionable  value,  together  with 
lawful  interest  for  the  same  from  the  said  third  day  of  Septem- 
ber then  last  to  the  time  of  payment  or  offer  of  payment  by  the 
supreme  executive  council,  such  offer  of  payment  to  be  made  by 
public  notices  in  the  manner  in  the  said  act  directed  and  ten 
days  after  the  last  of  the  said  notices  all  interest  on  the  said 
sum  was  to  cease. 

And  whereas  by  one  other  act  of  assembly  passed  the  six- 
teenth day  of  March,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-five  *  it  is  provided  that  when  the  second  and  subse- 
quent annual  payments  so  as  aforesaid  directed  to  be  made  to 
the  said  late  proprietaries  or  their  representatives  as  aforesaid 
shall  become  due  and  payable  the  same  shall  be  paid  in  gold  or 
silver  in  manner  aforesaid  and  the  taxes  and  imposts  are 
charged  with  the  payment  thereof. 

And  whereas  the  said  first  payment  of  fifteen  thousand 
4  Chapter  1137.  '. 

28— XII 


434  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1787 

pounds  has  not  been  fully  made,  although  the  lawful  represen- 
tatives of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn  and  of  the 
relict  and  widow  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  have  been  always 
ready  to  receive  the  same  since  the  passing  of  the  said  third  re- 
cited act  of  assembly,  but  the  funds  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment thereof  have  been  hitherto  deficient,  wherefor  it  is  reason- 
able that  the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  first  intended  and 
subsequent  payments  should  be  continued  from  the  respective 
times  when  they  became  due  or  hereafter  shall  become  due  until 
actual  payment  thereof  and  that  effectual  and  productive  funds 
be  provided  for  the  discharge  as  well  of  the  payments  already 
become  due  and  the  interest  thereof  as  of  those  which  shall 
hereafter  become  due  and  the  interest  on  the  same  from  the  re- 
spective times  whereon  by  the  acts  aforesaid  they  shall  accrue 
and  become  due: 

Therefore: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  CJommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  treasurer  of  this  common- 
wealth be  and  he  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  pay  to 
John  Penn  the  younger  and  John  Penn,  Esquire,  the  respective 
balances  due  to  them  on  the  two  several  warrants  to  them 
granted  by  the  supreme  executive  council  for  the  said  first  pay- 
ment of  fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling,  together  with  inter- 
est after  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per  annum  from  the  third 
day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four 
to  be  calculated  as  well  upon  the  sums  already  paid  to  the  times 
of  their  respective  payments  as  upon  the  sums  remaining  un- 
paid to  the  times  that  they  shall  be  actually  paid  out  of  the 
first  moneys  which  shall  be  received  into  the  public  treasury. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  [Section  II.]  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  supreme  executive  council 
be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  forthwith  to 
issue  their  warrants  in  like  manner  as  the  warrants  for  the  said 
first  payment  were  issued  in  favor  of  the  said  John  Penn  the 
younger  and  John  Penn,  Esquires,  directed  to  the  treasurer  of 
this  commonwealth  requiring  him  to  pay  to  them  or  to  their 
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certain  attorney,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  fifteen  thousand  'pounds  sterling  for  the  second 
annual  payment  which  fell  due  according  to  the  act  of  assem- 
bly aforesaid  on  the  third  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
and  eighty-five,  together  with  interest  from  that  day  to  the  time 
or  times  of  actual  payment  of  the  same,  and  the  further  sum  of 
fifteen  thousand  pounds  sterling  for  the  third  payment  which 
fell  due  on  the  third  day  of  September,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-six,  together  with  interest  from  that  day 
to  the  time  or  times  of  actual  payment  of  the  same,  and  the  * 

treasurer  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  pay  the  said  war- 
rants out  of  the  first  moneys  which  shall  be  received  into  the 
treasury  and  thatnvhen  and  so  often  as  the  fourth  and  other 
subsequent  payments  shall  become  due  in  manner  aforesaid  it 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  supreme  executive  council  to 
issue  their  warrants  in  manner  aforesaid  directed  to  the  treas- 
urer of  this  commonwealth  requiring  him  to  pay  to  the  said 
John  Penn  the  younger  and  John  Penn,  or  to  their  certain  at- 
torney, executors,  administrators  or  assigns  the  said  several 
annual  payments  together  with  interest  thereon  from  the  third 
day  of  September  in  every  year  in  which  they  shall  respectively 
fall  due  until  the  time  or  times  of  the  actual  payment  thereof, 
anything  in  the  said  act  of  assembly  passed  the  ninth  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  the  said  treasurer 
is  enjoined  and  required  to  pay  the  same  out  of  the  moneys 
which  shall  be  in  the  treasury  at  the  times  or  which  shall  be 
received  into  the  treasury  next  after  the  times  when  the  said 
•warrants  shall  be  respectively  presented  to  him  for  payment. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  206,  etc.    See 
tbe  Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  9,  1791,  Chapter  1562. 
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CHAPTER  MCCLXXXV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ASCERTAINING  AND  CONFIRMING  TO  CERTAIN  PERSONS 
CALLED  CONNETICUT  CLAIMANTS  THE  LANDS  BY  THEM  CLAIMED 
WITHIN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LUZERNE  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES 
THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Wlieras  an  unhappy  dispute  for  many  years 
subsisted  between  the  province  and  state  .of  Pennsylvania  on 
the  •one  part  and  the  colony  and  state  of  CJonnecticut  on  the 
other  part  relative  to  certain  lands  within  the  charter  boundaiy 
of  Pennsylvania  but  which  were  claimed  by  Connecticut  as 
falling  within  the  limits  of  her  charter,  which  dispute  was  final- 
ly terminated  by  the  [decree]  of  the  court  Of  commissioners  at 
Trenton  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty-two,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  articles 
of  confederation  of  the  United  States,  by  which  decree  the 
question  between  the  two  states  was  decided  in  favor  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

And  wherea.s  before  the  termination  of  the  said  claim  of 
CJonnecticut,  a  number  of  its  inhabitants  with  their  associates 
settled  upon  and  improved  divers  tracts  of  land  lying  on  or 
near  to  the  northeast  branch  of  the  river  Susquehanna  and  the 
w^aters  thereof  and  now  within  the  county  of  Luzerne: 

And  whereas  parts  of  the  same  lands  have  been  claimed 
under  titles  derived  from  the  late  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  these  interfendng  claims  have  caused  much  contention, 
expense  and  bloodshed  and  this  assembly  being  desirous  of 
putting  an  end  to  those  evils  by  confirming  such  of  the  Connec- 
ticut claims  as  were  acquired  by  actuual  settlers  prior  to  the 
termination  of  the  said  dispute  agreeably  to  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  said  settlers  and  by  granting  a  just  compensation 
to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants:  And  whereas  the  lands  afore- 
said claimed  by  the  Conueticut  settlers  have  been  usually  as- 
signed to  them  in  rights  or  lots  of  about  three  hundred  acres 
each  which  rights  or  lots  have  either  been  entire  or  in  two  or 
more  divisions: 

Therefore: 

(Section  II.  P.  L.)  [Section  I.]     Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
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enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  all  the  said  rights  or  lots  now  lying 
within  the  county  of  Luzerne  which  were  occupied  or  acquired 
by  Conneticut  claimants  who  were  actually  settlers  there  at  or 
before  the  termination  of  the  claim  of  the  state  of  Connecticut 
by  the  [decree]  aforesaid  and  which  rights  or  lots  were  parti- 
cularly assigned  to  the  said  settlers  prior  to  the  said  [decree] 
agreeably  to  the  regulations  then  in  force  among  them,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  confirmed  to  them  and  their  heirs  and  assigns; 
Provided  that  all  the  claimants  whose  lots  are  hereby  confirmed 
shall  by  themselves,  guardians  or  other  lawful  agents  within 
eight  months  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act  prefer  to  the 
commissioners  hereinafter  mentioned  their  respective  claims  to 
the  lots  aforesaid,  therein  stating  the  grounds  of  their  claims 
and  sufllciently  describing  the  lots  claimed  so  that  the  same 
may  be  made  known  and  ascertained  and  support  the  same  by 
reasonable  proofs. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  will  be  necessary  to  in- 
stitute a  summary  mode  of  ascertaining  and  establishing  the 
right  of  each  claimant. 

[Section  IL]  Be  it^  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Timothy  Pickering  and  Joseph  , 
Montgomery,  Esquires,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  com- 
missioners for  the  purposes  hereinafter  expressed  and  declared 
and  in  case  of  the  death,  absence  or  refusal  to  serve  of  any  or 
all  of  the  said  commissioners,  the  supreme  executive  council  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  supply  the  vacancy  or  vacan- 
cies occasioned  thereby  by  other  new  appointment  or  appoint- 
ments. 

[Section  III]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  commissioners  shall 
repair  to  the  county  of  Luzerne  within  two  months  next  after 
the  passing  of  this  act  and  at  such  place  within  the  same  county 
and  at  such  time  as  they  the  said  commissioners  shall  appoint 
to  meet  together  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  examining  the 
claims  of  all  persons  to  the  lots  intended  by  this  act  to  be  con- 
firmed.    And  the  said  commissioners  are  hereby  empowered  to- 
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adjourn  their  meeting  from  time  to  time  and  to  such  places 
within  the  said  county  as  they  shall  judge  best  for  the  proper 
and  speedy  execution  of  their  commission.  And  that  all  per- 
sons interested  in  the  said  lots  may  be  duly  notified  to  make  and 
support  their  claims  thereto  within  the  time  prescribed  by  this 
act,  the  said  commissioners  shall  cause  it  to  be  published  in 
one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Connecticut  with  an  advertisement  subjoined  expressing  the 
time  and  place  proposed  for  their  first  meeting,  and  copies  of 
this  act  and  of  the  said  advertisement  shall  also  be  posted  up 
at  sundry  places  within  the  said  county  for  the  infonnation 
of  the  inhabitants.  And  the  examination  of  the  said  claims 
shall  be  by  witnesses  on  their  oaths  or  affirmations  (which  the 
said  commissionei's  are  severally  empowered  to  administer)  and 
such  other  evidence  as  shall  be  produced  to  the  said  commission- 
ers or  which  they  can  obtain.  And  of  such  claims  as  shall  be 
supported  by  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  said  commissioners 
or  any  two  of  them  there  shall  be  made  a  fair  entry,  in  which 
the  lots  so  claimed  shall  be  described  and  in  such  manner  that 
the  same  may  be  clearly  known  and  ascertained.  Provided, 
that  where  two  or  more  claims  of  Connecticut  claimants  to  the 
same  lot  shall  be  presented  and  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  com- 
missioners by  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  same  lot  ought  to 
be  confirmed  agreeably  to  the  meaning  of  this  act  they  shall 
make  a  fair  entry  thereof  as  aforesaid,  and  if  the  several  claim- 
ants agree  to  submit  their  claims  to  the  determination  of  the 
said  commissioners  they  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine 
the  same  accordingly.  But  if  they  do  not  [thus]  agree  either 
of  the  claimants  may  prosecute  his  claim  in  the  proper  court  of 
law  as  in  ordinaiy  cases  of  contested  titles. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  commissioners  be  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  surveyor  or  surveyors' 
to  survey  all  the  lots  aforesaid  of  the  Connecticut  claimants  and 
the  surveys  thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  said  commission's 
for  their  information  and  assistance  in  prosecuting  their  in- 
quiries and  examinations,  and  the  surveys  of  such  of  the  said 
lots  the  claimants  to  which  shall  be  admitted  by  the  said  com- 
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missioners  shall  by  them  be  afterwards  returned  together  with 
their  book  of  entries  describing  the  same  to  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council. who  shall  cause  patents  to  be  issued  for  their  con- 
firmation and  each  patent  shall  comprehend  all  the  parcels  of 
land  which  are  to  be  confirmed  to  the  same  claimants  or  joint 
claimants  to  whom  by  the  return  of  the  commissioners  afore- 
said the  same  shall  be  found  to  belong,  and  for  each  patent 
there  shall  be  paid  to  the  secretary  of  the  council  the  sum  of 
twenty  shillings.  And  the  said  surveyors  shall  appoint  pro- 
per persons  for  their  chain  carriers  and  markers,  and  the  sur- 
veyors, chain  carriers  and  markers  shall  severally  be  sworn  or 
affirmed  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  one  of  the  said  commis- 
sioners, faithfully  to  perform  their  respective  duties  and  they 
shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services 
to  be  fixed  by  the  said  commissioners  and  paid  by  the  claimants 
aforesaid  whose  claims  to  the  lands  so  surveyed  shall  be  ad- 
mitted as  aforesaid  and  upon  whom  the  same  shall  be  appor- 
tioned by  the  said  commissioners  in  the  manner  they  shall  judge 
most  equitable. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  each  of  the  said  commissioners 
before  he  acts  under  his  commission  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion before  one  of  the  members  of  the  supreme  executive  coun- 
cil or  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  diligently  to  proceed  in  the 
business  of  his  commission  and  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine upon  all  claims  and  questions  which  shall  come  before  him 
in  pursuance  of  this  act  without  favor,  affection  or  hope  of 
reward. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there  be  allowed  and 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury  to  each  of  the  said  commission- 
ers twenty  shillings  per  day  and  to  the  said  clerk  fifteen  shill- 
.  ings  per  day  for  each  day  they  shall  be  employed  in  performing 
the  duties  required  of  them  by  this  act. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  late  proprietaries  and 
divers  other  persons  have  heretofore  acquired  titles  to  parcel 
of  the  lands  aforesaid  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  who  will  be  deprived  thereof  by  the  operation  of 
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this  act,  and  as  justice  requires  that  compensation  be  made 
for  the  lauds  of  which  they  shall  thus  be  divested  and  as  the 
state  is  possessed  of  other  lands  in  which  an  equivalent  may  be 
rendered  to  the  claimants  under  Pennsylvania,  and  as  is  will 
he  necessary  that  their  claims  should  be  ascertained  by  a  pro- 
per examination. 

[Section  VIII.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  all  persons  having  such  claims  to  lands  which 
will  be  affected  by  the  operation  of  this  act  shall  be  and  they 
are  hereby  required  by  themselves,  guardians  or  other  lawful 
agents  within  twelve  months  from  the  passing  of  this  act  to 
present  the  same  to  the  board  of  projierty,  therein  clearly  de- 
scribing those  lands  and  stating  the  grounds  of  their  claims 
and  also  adducing  the  proper  proofs,  not  only  of  their  titles 
but  of  the  situations,  qualities  and  values  of  the  lands  so 
claimed  to  enable  the  board  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  their 
claims  and  of  the  quantities  of  vacant  lands  proper  to  be 
granted  as  equivalents.  And  for  every  claim  which  shall  be 
admitted  by  said  board  as  duly  supported,  the  equivalent  by 
them  allowed  may  be  taken  either  in  the  old  or  new  purchase 
at  the  option  of  the  claimant,  and  warrants  and  patents  and  all 
other  acts  of  the  public  office  relating  thereto  shall  be  performed 
free  of  expense.  The  said  board  shall  also  allow  such  a  quan- 
tity of  vacant  land  to  be  added  to  such  equivalent  as  shall  in 
their  judgment  be  e<]ual  to  the  expenses  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  incurred  in  locating  the  surveying  the  same.  And 
that  the  board  of  proi)erty  may  in  every  case  obtain  satisfac- 
tory evidence  of  the  quality  and  value  of  the  land  which  shall 
be  claimed  as  aforesaid  under  the  proprietary  title  they  may 
require  the  commissioners  aforesaid  during  their  sitting  in  the 
said  county  of  Luzerne  to  make  the  necessary  inquiries  by  the 
oaths  or  affirmations  of  lawful  witnesses  to  ascertain  those 
points,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to 
inquire  and  report  accordingly. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.  Recorded  U  B.  No.  3,  p.  210,  etc  See 
the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  29,  1788,  Chapter  1349.  March 
9,  1796,  Chapter  1877.  The  Act  in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the 
Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  1,  1790,  Chapter  1505. 
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CHAPTER  MCCLXXXVI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  GRANTING  AND  SECURING  TO  JOHN  FITCH  THE  SOUS 
RIGHT  AND  ADVANTAGES  OF  MAKING  AND  EMPLOYING  THE 
STEAMBOAT  BY  HIM  LATELY  INVENTED  FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  John  Fitch,  of  Bucks  county,  hath 
represented  to  the  legislature  that  he  hath  constructed  an  easy 
and  expeditious  method  of  impelling  boats  through  the  water 
by  the  force  of  steam,  praying  that  an  act  may  pass  granting 
to  him,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  the  sole  and 
exclusive  right  of  making,  employing  and  navigating  all  boats 
empelled  by  the  force  of  steam  or  fire  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  state  for  a  limited  time. 

Wherefore  in  order  to  promote  and  encourage  so  useful  an 
improvement  and  discovery  and  as  a  reward  for  his  ingenuity, 
application  and  diligence.  • 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  (Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  John  Fitch,  his 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  shall  be  and  they 
are  hereby  vested  with  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  and  priv- 
ilege of  constructing,  making,  using,  employing  and  navigat- 
ing all  and  every  species  or  kind  of  boats  or  water  craft  which 
may  be  urged  or  impelled  through  the  water  by  the  force  of  fire 
or  steam,  in  all  creeks,  rivers,  bays  and  waters  whatsoever 
within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  this  state  for  and  during 
'  the  full  end  and  term  of  fourteen  years  from  and  after  the  pre- 
sent session  of  the  legislature. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever, without  being  properly  authorized  by  him  the  said  John 
Fitch,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators,  shall  make,  use, 
employ  or  navigate  any  boat  or  water  craft  which  shall  or  may 
be  urged,  impelled,  forced  or  driven  through  the  water  by  the 
force,  power  or  agency  of  fire  or  steam  as  aforesaid  within  the 
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territory  or  jurisdiction  of  this  state,  every  person  or  persons 
so  offending  against  the  tenor,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
act  for  each  and  every  such  offense  shall  forfeit  and  pay  unto 
the  said  John  Fitch,  his  heirs,  executors  or  administrators  or 
to  such  other  person  or  persons  as  he  the  said  John  Fitch,  his 
heirs  or  assigns  shall  authorize  and  empower  for  that  purpose 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  recovered  by  action  of 
debt  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  state  wherein  the  same 
may  be  cognizable  with  cost  of  suit  and  shall  also  forfeit  to 
him  the  said  John  Fitch,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  all  such  boat, 
boats  or  water  craft  together  with  the  steam  engine  and  all 
appurtenances  thereof  to  be  recovered  in  manner  aforesaid  with 
costs  of  suit. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  neither  this 
act  nor  any  clause,  matter  or  thing  therein  contained  shall  be 
taken,  deemed  or  construed  to  prohibit  or  prevent  any  person 
or  persons  from  making,  using  employing  or  navigating  within 
this  state  any  kinds  of-  boats  or  water  craft  heretofore  invented 
or  hereafter  to  be  invented  on  any  other  principle,  construction 
or  model  which  may  be  urged,  impelled,  forced  or  driven  along 
through  the  water  by  any  other  power,  force,  agency  or  means, 
except  fire  or  steam. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.     Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  218,  etc 


CHAPTER  MCCLXXXVII. 


AN   ACT    TO    INCORPORATE    THE   PRESBYTERIAN   CHURCH   IN   THE 
TOWNSHIP  OP  LONDONDERRY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  DAUPHIN. 

(Section  I.. P.  L.)  Whereas  divers  members  of  the  PreBbyt»- 
ian  church  of  Londonderry  in  the  county  of  Dauphin  by  their 
I)etition  have  prayed  that  their  said  congregation  may  be  in- 
corporated and  by  law  enabled  as  a  body  politic  and  corporate 
to  receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as 
may  from  time  to  time  be  made  to  their  society  and  vested  with 
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«nch  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  religious 
societies  who  are  incorporated  in  this  state: 

And  whereas  the  general  assembly  is  disposed  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  • 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  John  Rodgers,  James 
Wilson,  Senior,  James  Rodgers,  William  Snodgrass,  Robert 
Clark,  Robert  Robertson,  Thomas  McCallen,  William  Laird, 
David  Hay,  Robert  Moody,  Joseph  Parks,  James  Wilson  and 
^he  Revered  John  Elder,  the  present  pastor  of  said  congrega- 
tion, and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  appointed  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  hereinafter  is  directed  be  and  they  aire 
hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic 
in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congrega- 
tion of  Londonderry  Township  in  the  County  of  Dauphin." 

[Section  11. ]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)     And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
•^essors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever  here- 
after be  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take,  receive  and 
hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities^ 
franchises  and  other  heriditaments  which  at  any  time  or  times 
heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold,  enfeoffed,  re- 
leased, devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said  congregation 
now  under  the  pastoral  charge  and  care  of  the  Reverend  John 
Elder,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  the  use  or  in  trust  for 
the  said  corporation  and  the  same  lands,  tenements^  rents^  an- 
nuities, liberties,  franchises  and  other  heriditaments  are  hereby 
vested  and  established  in  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors 
forever  according  to  their  original  use  and  intention.    And  the 
said  trustees  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
-seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in 
-and  by  the  respective,  grants,  bargains,  sales^  enfeoffments  re- 
leases, devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared 
limited  or  expressed,  as  also  that  the  said  corporation  at  all 
-times  hereafter  shall  be  capable  and  able  to  purchase,  have, 
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receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple  or  of  any  other  less 
estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liber- 
ties, franchises  and  other  heriditaments  by  the  gift,  grant,  bar- 
gain, sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  confirmation  or  de- 
•  vise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  capable 
and  able  to  make  the  same  and  further  that  the  said  corporation 
may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any  man- 
ner or  portion  of  goods  and  chattels  that  have  been  or  here- 
after shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  the  said  corporation  by 
any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  capable  to 
make  a  gift  or  bequest  thereof,  such  money,  goods  and  chattels 
to  be  laid  out  by  them  in  a  purchase  of  lands,  tenements,  mes- 
suages, houses,  rents,  annuities  or  hereditaments  and  for  such 
use  and  benefit  of  the  aforesaid  congregation,  agreeable  to  the 
intention  of  the  donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  outhority  aforesaid,  That  in  the  dis- 
posal and  application  of  the  public  moneys  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion or  in  the  making  sale  or  disposition  of  any  part  or  parcel 
of  the  real  or  personal  estate  of  the  said  corporation  for 
any  purposes  and  public  notice  being  given  to  the  congre- 
gation attending  the  worship  of  said  church  as  hereinafter 
is  directed,  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  major 
part  of  the  said  congregation  who  shall  meet  in  conse- 
quence of  such  notice  and  who  shall  be  qualified  as  hereinafter 
directed  shall  be  had  and  obtained>  and  the  votes  hereinafter 
directed  to  be  taken  shall  be  by  ballot,  and  also  that  the  said 
trustees  in  like  manner  qualified  shall  be  admitted  to  vote 
therein  as  members  of  the  said  congregation. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  no  sale  or 
alienation  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation  which  shall 
have  been  made  by  the  said  trustees  or  by  their  successors  bona 
fide  and  for  valuable  consideration,  in  case  the  possession 
thereof  pass  immediately  to  the  purchaser  thereof  and  continue 
in  him  or  her  or  his  or  her  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  be  invalidated 
for  want  of  proving  that  the  majority  of  the  regular  members 
of  the  said  congregation  consented  to  such  sale  or  alienation 
unless  the  same  be  controverted  within  seven  years  from  and 
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after  the  sale  and  delivery  of  such  real  estate  to  the  purchaser 
thereof. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors or  a  majority  of  them  from  time  to  time  after  public 
notice  given  the  preceding  Lord's  day,  commonly  called  Sunday 
from  the  desk  or  pulpit  of  the  said  church  immediately  after 
divine  service  and  before  the  congregation  shall  be  dismissed 
or  after  regular  notice  in  writing  left  at  the  house  of  each  trus- 
tee and  the  business  having  been  previously  proposed  and  re- 
duced to  writing  at  one  meeting  at  the  least  of  the  said  trus- 
tees, be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  make  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances  and 
to  do  everything  needful  for  the  good  government  and  support 
of  the  seculiar  affairs  of  said  church. 

Provided  always,  That  the  said  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances 
or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth and  that  all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  church  and  con- 
gregation and  of  the  said  trustees  in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall 
be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose. And  also  that  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  by 
a  majority  of  them  when  met  as  aforesaid  after  such  notice 
as  aforesaid  be  authorized  and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  appoint  from  among 
themselves  a  president  and  also  to  elect  and  appoint  from  among 
themeselves  [or]  others  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  or  any  of 
them  at  their  pleasure  to  remove,  change,  alter  or  continue  as  to 
them  or  a  mapority  of  them  so  met  as  aforesaid  from  time  to 
time  shall  seem  to  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  church  and 
congregation. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  have  full  authority  and  power  to  make,  have  and 
use  one  common  seal  with  such'  devise  and  inscription  as  they 
shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at 
their  pleasure. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and 
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their  saccessors  by  the  name  of  the  "Trustees  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church  in  Londonderry  Township  in  the  County  of  Dau- 
phin" aforesaid  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  or  to  be* 
sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts  before  any 
judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices  in  all  and  all  manner  of 
suits^  complaints^  pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  what- 
soever nature,  kind  or  form  they  may  be,  and  all  and  every  mat- 
ter and  thing  therein  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any 
other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  within  this^ 
commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted' 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  con- 
sist of  thirteen  members  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  "The 
Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Township  of  London- 
derry in  the  County  of  Dauphin,"  and  the  said  members  shall  at 
all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority  of  sucb 
members  met  together  of  the  said  congregation  as  are  stat^ 
wor8hipi)er8  with  the  said  church  for  not  less  than  the  space 
of  one  year  and  have  paid  the  sum  of  five  shillings  yearly 
towards  the  support  of  the  said  church  and  shall  not  at  any 
time  be  more  than  one  year  in  arrears  for  the  same. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  John  Rodgers,  James 
Wilson,  Senior,  James  Kodgers,  William  Snodgras6>  Rob»t 
Clark,  Robert  Robertson,  Thomas  McCallen,  William  Laird, 
David  Hay,  Robert  Moody,  Joseph  Parks,  James  Wilson  and 
the  Reverend  John  Elder,  the  present  pastor,  the  first  and  pre- 
sent trustees  hereby  incorporated,  shall  be  and  continue  trufr 
tees  aforesaid  until  they  shall  be  removed  in  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say,  one-third  part  in  number  of  the  said  trustees 
aforesaid,  being  the  third  part  herein  first  named  and  appointed 
shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine 
on  the  Monday  next  after  the  fourth  Lord's  day,  commonly 
called  Sunday  in  April,  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  upon  which  day 
a  new  election  shall  be  had  and  held  of  so  many  others  in  their 
stead  and  place  by  a  majority  of  the  persons  met  and  qualified 
agreeable  to  the  support  and  true  intent  of  this  act  to  vote  and 
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elect  as  aforesaid,  and  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  Fonrth 
Lord's  day  commonly  called  Sunday  in  April  in  the  year  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  the  second  third  part  « 
in  number  of  the  trustees  herein  named  shall  in  like  manner 
cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  and  a 
new  election  to  be  had  and  held  of  so  many  in  their  place  and 
stead  in  like  manner,  and  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  fourth 
Lord's  day,  commonly  called  Sunday  in  April  in  the  year  next 
following,  the  last  third  part  in  number  of  the  said  trustees 
shall  in  like  manner  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appoint- 
memt  determine  and  a  new  election  be  had  and  held  in  like  man- 
ner as  is  hereinbefore  directed,  and  that  in  the  same  manner 
and  by  the  like  mode  of  rotation  one-third  part  in  number  of 
the  said  trustees  shall  cease  and  discontinue,  and  their  ap- 
pointment determine  and  a  new  election  of  the  said  third  part 
be  had  and  held  in  manner  aforesaid  on  the  Monday  next  after 
the  fourth  Sunday  in  April  in  every  year  forever,  so  that  no 
person  or  persons  shall  continue  a  trustee  or  trustees  of  the 
said  church  for  any  longer  time  than  three  years  together.  Pro- 
vided always.  That  the  same  trustees  or  any  of  them  may  be  re- 
jected at  such  election  and  if  by  accident  any  election  shall 
not  be  held  on  said  days  they  shall  continue  trustees  until  an 
election  shall  be  made  and  held  at  some  future  day  by  them  to 
be  appointed  so  that  the  same  be  written  one  month  there- 
after. Provided  always,  That  all  and  every  x>erson  or  persons 
qualified  as  aforesaid  to  vote  and  elect  shall  and  may  be  capa- 
ble and  able  to  be  elected  a  trustee  aforesaid  except  in  case  of 
the  said  church  having  two  pastors,  when  one  of  the  said  pastors 
only  shall  be  eligible  as  a  trustee  at  the  same  time.  Provided 
also,  That  whenever  any  vacancy  happens  by  the  death,  refusal 
to  serve  or  removal  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees  afore- 
said pursuant  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  an  election  shall  be 
held  of  some  fit  person  or  persons  in  his  or  their  place  and  stead 
so  dying,  refusing  or  removing,  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be 
done  and  the  person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain  and 
continue  as  a  trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid  so  long  without  a 
new  election  as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  and  stead 
he  or  they  shall  have  been  so  elected  as  aforesaid  would  or 
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might  have  continued  and  remained  and  no  longer,  and  that  in 
all  cases  of  a  vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last 
mentioned,  the  remaining  trustees  shall  be  empowered  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  electors  for  supplying  the  said  vacancy,  such 
uieeting  to  be  notified  and  published  in  like  manner  as  is  here- 
inbefore is  directed  and  appointed  for  notifying  and  publishing 
the  meeting  of  the  congregation. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XL  P.  L.)  Provided  also  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear  yearly 
value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements^ 
rents,  annuities  or  other  heriditaments  and  real  estate  of  the 
said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  lawful  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  taken 
and  esteemed  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  contri- 
butions belonging  to  the  said  church  and  also  exclusive  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  opening  of  the  ground  for  burials^ 
which  said  money  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  disposed 
of  by  them  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed  pursuant  to  the 
votes  of  the  members  of  the  said  church  or  congregation  duly 
qualified  to  vote  and  elect  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  213,  etc 


CHAPTER  MCCLXXXVIII 


AN   ACT  TO   INCORPORATE   THE  PRESBYTERIAN   CONGREGATION  IN 
TINICUM  TOWNSHIP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BUCKS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  Presbyterian  congregation  of 
Tinicum  township  in  the  county  of  Bucks  have  prayed  that  their 
said  congregation  may  be  incorporated  and  by  law  enabled  as 
a  body  corporate  and  politic  to  receive  and  hold  such  grants  of 
land,  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  have  been  or  that 
hereafter  may  be  made  to  their  society  and  vested  with  such 
powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  religious  socie- 
ties who  are  incorporated  within  this  state: 
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And  whereas  this  house  is  disposed  to  exercise  the  powers 
vested  in  the  legislature  gf  this  commonwealth  for  the  encour- 
agement of  pious  and  charitable  purposes  agreeable  to  the  true 
spirit  of  the  constitution: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Thomas  Long,  Es- 
quire, John  Barclay,  Esquire,  John  Thompson,  Robert  Stewart, 
Junior  and  John  Bailey  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and 
appointed  in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is  directed  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  poli- 
tic in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  CJongrega- 
tion  of  Tinicum  Township  in  the  County  of  Bucks," 

[Section  II.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  title  and  style  aforesaid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take, 
receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  other  heriditaments  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Tinicum  township  and  county 
aforesaid  or  to  the  religious  society  or  congregation  worship- 
ing therein  now  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Reverend  James 
Grier  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  their  use  or  in  trust 
for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liber- 
ties, franchises  and  other  heriditaments  are  hereby  vested  and 
established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  for- 
ever according  to  the  original  use  and  intent  for  which  such  de- 
vises, gifts  and  grants  were  respectively  made.  And  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in 
and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments,  re- 
leases, devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared, 
limited  or  expressed.  And  also  that  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  aforesaid  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  capa- 
29— XII 
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might  have  continued  and  remained  and  no  longer,  and  that  in 
all  cases  of  a  vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last 
mentioned,  the  remaining  trustees  shall  be  empowered  to  call 
a  meeting  of  the  electors  for  supplying  the  said  vacancy,  such 
meeting  to  be  notified  and  published  in  like  manner  as  is  here- 
inbefore is  directed  and  appointed  for  notifying  and  publishing 
the  meeting  of  the  congregation. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  Provided  also  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear  yearly 
value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements^ 
rents,  annuities  or  other  heriditaments  and  real  estate  of  the 
said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  lawful  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  taken 
and  esteemed  exclusive  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  contri- 
butions belonging  to  the  said  church  and  also  exclusive  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  opening  of  the  ground  for  burials, 
which  said  money  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  disposed 
of  by  them  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed  pursuant  to  the 
votes  of  the  members  of  the  said  church  or  congregation  duly 
qualified  to  vote  and  elect  as  aforesaid. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  213»  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCLXXXVIII 


AN   ACT  TO   INCORPORATE   THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CONGREGATION  IN 
TINICUM  TOWNSHIP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BUCKS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  Presbyterian  congregation  of 
Tinicum  township  in  the  county  of  Bucks  have  prayed  that  their 
said  congregation  may  be  incorporated  and  by  law  enabled  as 
a  body  corporate  and  politic  to  receive  and  hold  such  grants  of 
land,  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  have  been  or  that 
hereafter  may  be  made  to  their  society  and  vested  with  such 
powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  religious  socie- 
ties who  are  incorporated  within  this  state: 
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And  whereas  tliis  house  is  disposed  to  exercise  the  powers 
vested  in  the  legislature  gf  this  commonwealth  for  the  encour- 
agement of  pious  and  charitable  purposes  agreeable  to  the  true 
spirit  of  the  constitution: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  Thomas  Long,  Es- 
quire, John  Barclay,  Esquire,  John  Thompson,  Robert  Stewart, 
Junior  and  John  Bailey  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and 
appointed  in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is  directed  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  poli- 
tic in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name, 
style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  CJongrega- 
tion  of  Tinicum  Township  in  the  County  of  Bucks," 

[Section  II.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  title  and  style  aforesaid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take, 
receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  other  heriditaments  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold^ 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Tinicum  township  and  county 
aforesaid  or  to  the  religious  society  or  congregation  worship- 
ing therein  now  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Reverend  James 
Grier  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  their  use  or  in  trust 
for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liber- 
ties, franchises  and  other  heriditaments  are  hereby  vested  and 
established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  for- 
ever  according  to  the  original  use  and  intent  for  which  such  de- 
vises, gifts  and  grants  were  respectively  made.  And  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in 
and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments,  re- 
leases, devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared, 
limited  or  expressed.  And  also  that  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  aforesaid  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  capa- 
2»— XII 
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ble  and  able  to  pnrchafie,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in 
fee  simple  or  of  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tenements, 
rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  heriditaments 
by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release, 
confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
or  corporate  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same  and  further 
that  the  said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums 
of  money  and  any  portion  of  goods  and  chattels  that  have  been 
or  hereafter  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them  by  any  i)er- 
son  or  persons,  bodied  corporate  and  politic  able  and  capable 
to  make  a  bequest  or  gift  thereof,  such  money,  goods  and  chat- 
tels to  be  laid  out  and  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  aforesaid  congregation  agreeably  to  the  intention  of  the 
donor. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  misnomer  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration and  their  successors  shall  defeat  or  annul  any  gift,  grant, 
devise  or  bequest  to  or  from  the  said  corporation,  provided  the 
intent  of  the  party  or  parties  shall  sufficiently  appear  upon  the 
face  of  the  gift,  grant,  will  or  other  writing  whereby  any  estate 
or  interest  was  intended  to  pass  to  or  from  the  said  corporation. 

Section  IV.  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents,  profits  and  interests 
of  the  [the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the]  aforesaid  corpora- 
tion and  congregation  shall  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors from  time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid  out  by  them  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  a  pastor  or  supplies  in  said 
church  and  congregation  for  repairing  their  house  of  public 
worship,  lot  or  lots  of  land,  burial  ground  or  burial  grounds  and 
such  other  house  or  houses  as  now  do  and  hereafter  shall  be- 
long to  the  said  church  and  corporation  and  such  other  i^ous 
and  charitable  uses  as  shall  be  thought  proi>er  by  a  majority 
of  the  congregation  at  large  called  together  or  as  many  of  the 
regular  members  thereof  as  shall  attend  on  due  notice  to  give 
their  vote  in  such  case. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when  and  as  often  as  it  may 
become  necessary  to  rebuild,  enlarge  or  otherwise  alter  the 
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house  of  public  worship  belonging  to  the  said  congregation  and 
corporation,  or  to  erect  any  new  building  or  to  make  any  pur- 
chase for  the  use  of  the  said  congregation,  then  and  in  such  case 
it  may  be  lawful  for  the  aforesaid  trustees  and  their  successors 
to  make  sale  of  such  part  or  parcel  of  the  real  or  personal  es- 
tate of  the  said  corporation  other  than  the  cite  of  the  house  of 
public  worship,  burial  ground  or  burial  grounds,  as  a  majority 
of  the  trustees  and  of  the  regular  members  of  said  congregation 
shall  by  their  votes  direct  and  the  money  arising  from  such 
sale  to  be  laid  out  and  applied  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  met  aforesaid. 

Section  VI.  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  not  by  any  deed,  fine  or  recovery  or  by  any  other 
ways  or  means  grant,  alien  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  manors, 
messuages,  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  them  or  their 
successors  vested  or  hereafter  to  be  vested,  nor  charge  nor  en- 
cumber the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  without 
the  consent  and  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  members  of 
the  said  congregation  first  had  and  obtained. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and 
their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  met  from  time  to  time 
after  public  intimation  given  the  preceding  Lord's  day,  com- 
monly called  Sunday  from  the  desk  or  pulpit  of  the  said  church 
immediately  after  divine  service  and  before  the  congregation 
are  dismissed  or  ofter  regular  notice  in  writing  left  at  the  houSQ 
of  each  trustee  and  the  particular  business  inserted  therein,  at 
least  one  week  before  the  time  appointed,  be  authorized  and  em- 
powered and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
make  by  laws  and  ordinances  and  to  do  everything  needful  for 
the  good  government  and  support  of  the  secular  affairs  of  the 
said  church. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  the  said  by-laws 
and  ordinances  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 
this  commonwealth  and  that  all  their  proceedings  be  fairly  and 
regularly  entered  into  a  church  bo<^  to  be  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose. 
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[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  af  oresaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors by  a  majority  of  votes  of  any  three  or  more  of  them 
when  met  as  aforesaid  after  such  intimation  or  notice  as  afore- 
saidy  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  appoint  from 
among  themselves  a  president  and  also  to  ^elect  and  appoint 
from  among  themselves  or.  others  a  treasurer  and  secretary 
and  the  same  president,  secretary  and  treasurer  or  any  of  them 
,  at  their  pleasure  to  remove,  change,  alter  or  continue  as  to  them 
or  a  majority  of  any  three  or  more  of  them  so  met  as  aforesaid 
from  time  to  time  shall  seem  to  be  most  for  the  benefit  of  said 
church  and  corporation. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  thdr 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  devise  and  inscription  as 
they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew 
at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  Tinicum  Township  in  the  County  of  Bucks,'* 
aforpsaid,  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts,  before  any  judge 
or  judges,  justice  or  justice,  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits^ 
complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever 
nature,  kind  or  form  they  may  be  and  all  and  every  matter  and 
thing  therein  to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any 
other  person  or  persons,  body  politic  or  corporate  within  this 
commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
always  consist  of  five  members  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Tinicum 
township  in  the  county  of  Bucks;"  and  the  said  trustees  shall 
at  all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority  of  such 
members  met  together  of  the  said  congregation  as  are  stated 
worshippers  of  the  said  church  for  not  less  than  the  e^ce  of 
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one  year  and  have  paid  one  year's  pew  rent  or  other  sum  of  ;0jfe' 

money  not  less  than  five  shillings  yearly  toward  the  support  ^ 

of  the  pastor  or  other  officers  of  the  said  church,  house  of  pub-  -^ 

lie  worship,  burial  ground  [or  burial  grounds]  or  for  any  other 
expenses  of  said  church  and  shall  not  at  any  time  of  voting  be 
more  than  one-half  a  year  in  arrears  for  the  ^me. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Thomas  Long, 
Esquire,  John  Barclay,  Esquire,  John  Thompson,  Bobert  Stew- 
art, Junior,  and  John  Bailey,  the  first  and  present  trustees 
hereby  incorporated  shall  be  and  continue  trustees  aforesaid 
until  they  be  removed  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  that 
all  and  every  of  the  trustees  herein  first  named  and  appointed 
shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine 
on  the  first  Monday  in  May  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  upon  which  day 
a  new  election  shall  be  had  and  held  of  so  many  others  in  their 
stead  and  place  by  a  majority  of  the  persons  met  and  qualified, 
agreeably  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act  to  vote  and 
elect  as  aforesaid  yearly  and  every  year  forever. 

(Section  XV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  the  same  trus- 
tees or  either  of  them  may  be  re-elected  at  such  elections  and 
if  by  accident  an  election  shall  not  be  held  on  said  day  shall 
continue  trustees  until  an  election  shall  be  made  at  some  future 
day  by  them  to  be  appointed  or  by  public  notice  given  from 
the  desk  or  pulpit  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  same  be  within  six 
weeks  thereafter.  Provided  also.  That  the  pastor  of  the  said 
church  for  the  time  being  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  equally  with 
any  member  of  the  said  church  or  congregation.  And  provided 
also,  That  all  and  every  person  or  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid 
to  vote  and  elect  shall  and  may  be  capable  and  able  to  be  elected 
trustees  aforesaid. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  whenever  any  vacancy 
shall  happen  by  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal  of  any  one 
or  more  of  the  trustees  aforesaid,  pursuant  to  the  directions  of 
this  act  an  election  shall  be  held  of  some  fit  person  or  persons 
in  his  or  their  stead  so  dying,  refusing  or  removing  as  soon  as 
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conyeniently  can  be  done,  and  the  person  or  persons  so  elected 
shall  be,  remain  and  continue  as  a  trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid 
so  long  without  a  new  election  as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose 
place  and  stead  he  or  they  shall  have  been  so  elected  as  afore^ 
said  would  or  might  have  continued  and  remained  and  no 
longer  and  that  in  all  cases  of  a  vacancy  hapi>ening  by  the 
means  in  this  act  last  mentioned  the  remaining  trustees  shall  be 
empowered  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  electors  for  supplying  the 
said  vacancy,  such  meeting  to  be  notified  and  published  in  like 
manner  as  hereinbefore  is  directed  and  appointed  for  notifying 
and  publishing  the  meeting  of  the  trustees. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XVII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  clear  yearly  value 
or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  rents^  an- 
nuities or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  lawful 
money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  taken  and  esteemed 
exclusive  of  the  money  arising  from  the  annual  stated  contri- 
butions belonging  to  the  said  church  and  also  exclusive  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  opening  of  the  grounds  for  burials, 
which  said  money  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  dis- 
posed of  by  them  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XVIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  president  when 
elected  as  aforesaid  shall  have  the  custody  of  the  seal  of  the 
said  corporation  and  all  books,  charters,  deeds  and  writings  any 
way  relating  to  the  same,  which  book  or  books  together  with 
the  seal  of  the  said  corporation  and  all  charters,  deeds  and 
writings  whatsoever  any  belonging  to  the  corporation  shall  be 
delivered  over  by  the  former  president  to  the  president  of  said 
trustees  newly  elected  as  such  president  shall  hereafter  suc- 
cessively from  time  to  time  be  elected. 

Passed  March  28»  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  217,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MOCLXXXIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CONGREGATION 
OP  NEW  LONDON  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CHESTER. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  Presbyterian  congpegation  of 
New  London  in  the  county  of  Chester  have  by  their  petition 
prayed  that  their  said  congregation  may  be  incorporated  and 
by  law  enabled  as  a  body  corporate  and  politic  to  receive  and 
hold  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  made  to  their  society,  and  vested  with  such  powers 
and  privil^es  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  religious  societies  who 
are  incorporated  in  this  state: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the  true 
spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  be 
granted. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Robert  Finney,  Senior, 
Elijah  McGlenachen,  Andrew  Boyd,  David  Mackey,  Esquire,  Wil- 
liam Sherer,  Alexander  Morrison,  Alexander  Fulton,  Joseph 
Strawbridge  and  John  McDowell  and  their  successors  duly 
elected  and  appointed  in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is  directed 
be  and  they  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and 
body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by 
the  name,  style  and  title  of  the  "Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  New  London  in  the  county  of  Chester." 

[Section  IL]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  forever  hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in 
law  as  well  to  take,  receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  heri- 
ditaments  which  at  any  time  heretofore  have  been  granted, 
bargained,  sold,  enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  con- 
veyed to  the  aforesaid  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  New  Lon- 
don or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  their  use  or  in  trust 


456  Th£  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1787 

for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenments,  rents^  annuities^  lib- 
erties, franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are  hereby  vested 
and  established  in  the  said  corparation  and  theii  succeseors 
forever  according  to  their  original  use  and  intention  and  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in  and 
by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments,  releeaes. 
devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared,  limited 
or  expressed,  as  also  that  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  able  and  capable  to  pur- 
chase, have,  hold,  receive  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple  or  of  any 
other  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  an- 
nuities, liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by  the 
gift,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  confirma- 
tion or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corpo- 
rate capable  and  able  to  make  the  same,  and  further  that  the 
said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  or  any  portion  of  goods  and  chattels  that  shall  be  given 
to  them  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate 
capable  of  making  such  gift  or  bequest,  such  money,  goods  and 
chattels  to  be  laid  out  and  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  aforesaid  congregation  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the 
donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rents,  profits  and  interests 
of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  aforesaid  corporation 
and  congregation  shall  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors 
from  time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid  out  by  them  for  the  main- 
tenance and  support  of  the  gospel  ministry  in  the  said  congre- 
gation for  repairing  and  maintaining  their  house  of  public  wor- 
ship, lots  of  land,  burial  ground  and  such  other  pious  and  chari- 
table uses  as  shall  be  thought  proper  by  a  majority  of  the  con- 
gregation at  large  called  together  on  due  notice  to  give  their 
free  vote  in  such  case. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  and  as  often  as  it  may 
become  necessary  to  rebuild,  enlarge  or  otherwise  alter  the 
house  of  public  worship  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  eongrega- 
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tion  and  corporation  or  to  erect  any  new  buildings  or  to  make 
any  new  purchases  for  the  use  of  said  congregation,  then  and 
in  such  case  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  aforesaid  trustees  and 
their  successors  to  make  sale  or  otherwise  dispose  of  such  part 
or  parcel  of  the  said  estate,  real  or  personal  as  a  majority  of  the 
regular  members  of  said  congregation  shall  by  their  vote  direct 
the  money  arising  from  such  sale  or  disposal  to  be  laid  out  and 
applied  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  aforesaid  majority. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  not  by  deed  or  any  otherwise,  grant,  alien,  convey 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  estate,  real  or 
personal  in  the  said  corporation  vested  or  to  be  hereafter  vested 
or  change  or  encumber  the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  what- 
soever except  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  hereinbefore 
mentioned. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors or  a  majority  of  them  may  from  time  to  time  meet  as 
often  as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
corporation,  either  on  their  own  adjournments  or  on  public 
notice  from  the  pulpit  the  preceding  Sabbath  immediately  after 
divine  service  and  before  the  congregation  is  dismissed  or  on 
regular  notice  in  writing  left  at  the  house  of  each  trustee,  and 
that  the  trustees  being  so  met  be  authorized  and  empowered 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  ap- 
point from  among  themselves  a  president  and  also  to  elect  from 
among  themselves  and  other  members  of  said  congregation 
a  treasurer  and  secretary  and  to  remove,  change  and 
continue  all  or  either  of  them  at  pleasure  as  shall  seem  to  be 
most  for  the  benefit  of  said  congregation.  Provided  neverthe- 
less. That  the  meeting  or  meetings  of  said  corporation  be  not 
called  without  the  concurrence  of  two  or  more  trustees  or  of 
three  or  more  respectable  members  of  said  congregation  with 
the  president  or  without  the  particular  business  or  reasons  of 
the  meeting  being  specified  with  the  notification. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  or  a 
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majority  of  them  met  as  is  hereinbefore  directed  shall  be  au- 
thorized and  empowered  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  make  rules  and  by-laws  and  ordinances  and  to 
do  everything  needful  for  the  government  and  support  of  the 
secular  affairs  of  said  congregation.  Provided,  That  the  said 
by-lawSy  rules  and  ordinances  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant 
to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth;  and  that  all  their  laws  and 
proceedings  be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  in  a  book  kept  for 
that  purpose. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make> 
have  and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription 
as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  re- 
new at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Ck)ngregation  of  New  London  in  the  County  of  Chester,"  shall  be 
able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded in  any  court  or  before  any  judge  or  justice  in  all  and 
all  manner  of  suits>  complaints^  pleas,  causes^  matters  and  de- 
mands of  whatever  kind,  nature  or  form  they  may  be  and  all 
and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  to  do  in  as  full  and  effective 
a  manner  as  any  other  i>erson  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  cor- 
porate within  this  commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
always  consist  of  nine  members  called  and  known  by  the  name 
of  '^The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation  of  New  Lon- 
don in  the  County  of  Chester,"  and  the  said  members  shall  at 
all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority  of  such 
members  met  together  of  the  said  congregation  as  shall  have 
been  enrolled  as  stated  worshippers  with  said  congregation  for 
at  least  the  space  of  one  year  and  shall  have  paid  one  year's 
pew  rent  or  other  sum  of  money  not  less  than  ten  shillings  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  congregation  and  corporation. 
Provided  always^  That  the  pastor  or  minister  of  the  said  congre* 
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gation  for  the  time  being  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  equally  with 
every  member  of  said  congregation  and  also  that  every  person 
or  persons  qualified  to  vote  and  elect  as  aforesaid  shall  and  may 
be  also  capable  of  being  voted  and  elected  a  trustee  as  afore- 
said. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Robert  Finney, 
[senior],  Elijah  McOlenahan,  Andrew  Boyd,  David  Mackey, 
Esquire,  William  Sherer,  Alexander  Morrison,  Alexander  Pul- 
ton, Joseph  Strawbridge  and  John  McDowell,  the  first  and  pre- 
sent trustees  hereby  incorporated  shall  be  and  continue  trus- 
tees until  removed  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  onethird  part 
in  number  of  said  trustees  being  the  third  part  herein  first 
named  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appoint- 
ment determine  on  the  first  Monday  of  May  which  shall 
be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-eight,  and  the  second  third  part  herein  mentioned 
shall  cease,  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  on 
the  first  Monday  in  May  which  shall  be  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  in  like  manner  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  last  third  part  herein  mentioned  shall  cease  and 
determine  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  which  shall  be  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety,  on  which  days  in  each 
of  the  aforementioned  years  respectively  new  elections  shall  be 
held  of  other  trustees  instead  and  in  place  of  those  whose  ap- 
pointments shall  have  ceased  and  terminated,  which  manner 
of  discontinuance,  determination  and  new  appointment  or  elec- 
tion shall  be  continued  on  the  first  Monday  in  May  in  each  and 
every  year  thereafter  forever  so  that  no  person  shall  continue 
or  be  a  trustee  longer  than  three  years  together  without  being 
reelected,  which  may  be  done  whenever  and  as  often  as  the 
members  of  said  congregation  qualified  to  vote  as  before  de- 
scribed shall  think  fit 

Provided  always,  That  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  happen 
by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  other  removal  of  any  one  or 
more  of  the  said  trustees  and  election  shall  be  held  as  soon  as 
conveniently  can  be  done  and  one  fit  person  or  persons  chosen 
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and  appointed  as  before  directed  to  snpply  sneh  yacancy^  and 
that  the  remaining  trustees  have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
electors  of  the  said  congregation  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear 
yearly  value,  interest  or  income  of  the  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  said  cor- 
poration shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  gold 
or  silver  money  at  the  current  value  thereof  in  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  exclusive  of  pew  rents  and  other  free 
contributions  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  congregation  which 
said  money  shall  be  received  by  the  said  trustees  and  disposed 
of  by  them  for  the  purposes  and  the  manner  hereinbefore  de- 
scribed and  directed. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  224,  etc 
The  Act  In  the  text  was  In  part  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
passed  September  24,  1789,  Chapter  1441. 


CHAPTER  MC50XC. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  REESTABLISH- 
ING THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  SECOND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN 
THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA"  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THESRB- 
IN  MENTIONED,  i 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  trustees  of  the  Second  Pres- 
byterian church  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  by  their  petition 
have  shown  that  by  certain  clauses  and  provisos  in  their  charter 
re-established  and  confirmed  by  an  act  of  general  assembly 
passed  on  the  third  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  they  are  restricted  and  dis- 
abled from  alienating,  encumbering  or  in  any  manner  disposing 
of  any  part  or  parcel  of  their  estate  unless  the  building  erected 
for  public  worship  should  be  burned  down  or  otherwise  de- 
stroyed whereby  the  said  trustees  are  prevented  from  making 
lAct  passed  March  8rd,  1780,  Chapter  886. 
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their  real  estate  prodnctiye  or  in  any  manner  beneficial  to  the 
said  corporation,  and  have  prayed  tijat  they  may  be  at  liberty 
to  manage  and  dispose  of  their  estate  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
promote  their  corporate  interests,  which  being  reasonable  and 
allowed  to  other  religions  societies  within  this  state: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common-  ' 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
anthority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  succes- 
sors shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  grant,  alien,  demise, 
charge,  encumber  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  part  or  parcel 
of  the  estate,  real  or  personal,  which  now  doth  or  hereafter  may 
belong  to  the  said  corporation  other  than  the  site  of  any  bouse 
or  houses  erected  for  public  worship  and  the  ground  or  grounds 
now  used  or  which  hereafter  may  be  used  by  them  for  the  burial 
of  the  dead,  as  to  them  may  seem  meet  and  proper,  any  clause 
or  proviso  in  said  charter  or  act  of  assembly  to  the  contrary 
in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

(Section  III.)  Provided  always,  That  before  any  part  or  par 
eel  of  the  said  real  estate  shall  be  sold,  alienated,  encumbered 
or  charged  and  before  the  moneys  and  profits  arising  therefrom 
shall  be  disposed  of  or  appropriated  by  the  said  trustees,  the 
major  part  of  the  regular  members  of  the  said  church  met  after 
public  notice  thereof  hath  been  given  the  preceding  Lord's  day 
from  the  pulpits  or  desks  of  the  said  church  who  shall  have 
paid  an  annual  sum  not  less  than  twenty  shillings  towards  the 
support  of  the  pastors  or  other  oflScers  of  the  said  church  and 
for  defraying  the  other  expenses  thereof  and  who  shall  not  be 
more  than  one-half  year  behind  or  in  arrears  for  the  same  shall 
approve  of  and  consent  to  such  sale,  alienation,  charge,  dis- 
posal or  appropriation  being  made  by  the  said  trustees. 

(Section  IV.)  Provided  nevertheless.  That  no  sale,  aliena- 
tion nor  disposition  of  any  real  estate  of  the  said  church  or  cor- 
poration which  shall  have  been  made  with  the  consent  afore- 
said and  possession  whereof  shall  be  immediately  given  and 
which  shall  continue  in  the  purchaser  or  lessee  of  the  same,  his 
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or  her  heirs  or  aligns,  that  shall  be  made  by  the  said  trusteea 
or  their  successors  shalj  be  invalidated  although  the  same 
consent  cannot  hereafter  be  proved,  except  such  sale,  aliena- 
tion or  disposition  be  controverted  within  seven  years  imme- 
diately after  making  the  same  and  delivering  possession  ac- 
cordingly to  the  purchaser  or  lessee  and  duly  recording  the  in- 
strument whereby  such  sale,  alienation  or  other  disposition 
shall  have  been  made  in  the  office  for  recording  of  deeds  for 
the  proper  county.  Provided  also,  That  where  in  any  deed, 
will  or  other  instrument  conveying  any  estate,  real  or  i>ersonal, 
to  the  said  corporation  to  the  use  or  uses  to  which  the  same 
ought  to  be  applied  shall  be  plainly  expressed  and  set  forth,  the 
said  trustees  and  their  successors  shall  have  no  power  to  dispose 
of  the  same  in  any  other  manner  or  to  any  other  use  than  such 
as  is  set  forth  and  expressed  in  said  deed,  will  or  other  instru- 
ment aforesaid. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  proviso  or  clause  in  the 
said  charter  which  requires  that  the  by-laws  and  ordinances 
of  the  said  corporation  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  Great 
Britain  or  to  the  laws  then  in  force  in  Pennsylvania  shall  be 
and  the  same  hereby  is  annulled  and  made  void. 

Passed  March  28,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  228,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOOXCI. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  UNION  LIBRARY  COMPANY  OP  HAT- 
BORO  IN  THE  MANOR  OP  MORBLAND  AND  COUNTY  OP  MONTGOMERY. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  members  of  the  Union  Li- 
brary Company  of  Hatboro  in  the  manor  of  Moreland  and 
connty  of  Montgomery  by  their  petition  have  prayed  to  be  in- 
corporated and  vested  with  snch  powers  and  privileges  as  are 
enjoyed  by  corporations  of  a  similar  nature  within  this  com- 
monwealth. 
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(Section  II.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  public  libraries  by  diffusing 
useful  knowledge  are  beneficial  to  the  commonwealth,  as  well 
as  to  individuals,  and  merit  the  encouragement  of  the  legisla- 
ture: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  all  those  who  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  or  may  be- 
come members  of  the  said  Library  Company  agreeably  to  the 
laws  and  constitution  thereof  be  and  they  are  hereby  made  and 
constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact  to 
have  continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  the 
^^Union  Library  Company  of  Hatborough." 

[Section  11. ]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  singular  the  goods  and 
chattels  heretofore  given,  granted  or  devised  to  said  library 
company  or  to  any  person  or  persons  for  the  use  thereof  or  that 
have  been  purchased  for  or  on  account  of  the  same  be  and  the 
said  goods  and  chattels  are  hereby  vested  in  and  confirmed  to 
the  said  corporation  and  further  that  the  said  corporation  may 
take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  or  any  goods  chat- 
tels or  other  effects  of  what,  kind  or  nature  soever  which  shall 
or  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted  or  bequeathed  to  them 
by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  capable*  of 
making  such  gift  or  bequest,  such  money,  goods,  chattels  or 
other  effects  to  be  laid  out  and  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  said  corporation  agreeably  to  the  intention  of  the 
donors.  *  |^^ 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  by  the 
name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  are  hereby  declared  and  made 
able  and  capable  in  law  at  all  times  hereafter  to  purchase,  have, 
hold,  receive  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple  or  any  less  estate  or  es- 
tates any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchisee 
or  other  hereditaments  not  exceeding  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  five  hundred  pounds,  by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  aliena- 
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tion,  enfeoffment,  release,  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person 
or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate  able  and  capable  to 
make  the  same,  and  also  to  give,  grant,  let,  sell  and  convey  or 
assign  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties, 
franchises  and  hereditaments  as  to  the  said  corporation  shall 
seem  meet  and  convenient. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  by  the 
name,  style  and  title  aforesaid,  be  and  shall  be  forever  hereafter 
able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  to  be  sued,  plead  and  be  im- 
pleaded, answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  defended 
in  any  court  or  courts  or  other  places,  before  any  judge  or 
judges,  justice  or  justices  or  other  persons  whatsoever  within 
this  commonwealth  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  actions,  com- 
plaints, pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever  kind 
or  nature  they  may  be  in  as  full  and  eflTectual  a  manner  as  any 
other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate  may  or 
can  do. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have  and  use  one  common 
seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think  pro- 
per, and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  there  shall  be  a  general  meet- 
ing of  the  members  of  said  corporation  held  on  the  first  Satur- 
day of  November  in  every  year  hereafter  forever  at  such  con- 
venient and  suitable  place  as  they  shall  see  fit  from  time  to 
time  to  appoint,  at  which,  time  and  place  or  places  the  members 
or  such  of  them  as  are  or  shall  be  present  shall  yearly  and  in 
every  year  elect  and  choose  by  ballot  three  directors  and  a  treas- 
urer to  serve  for  one  year  next  after  such  election,  which  said 
directors  shall  appoint  a  secretary  and  at  their  pleasure  remove 
him  from  office  and  appoint  another  in  his  place  when  and  as 
often  as  they  shall  see  fit  and  also  do  and  transact  all  business 
and  matters  appertaining  to  said  corporation,  agreeably  to  the 
rules,  ordinances,  regulations  and  by-laws  thereof  for  and  dur- 
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ing  their  continuance  in  office  and  the  members  of  the  said 
corporation  or  such  of  them  as  are  or  shall  be  present  at  such 
general  or  yearly  meetings  as  aforesaid  are  hereby  authorised 
and  empowered  to  cdnsider,  treat  of  and  determine  upon  and 
concerning  all  and  every  the  matters  and  things  relating  to  the 
prudent  management,  good  order  and  government  of  the  said 
corporation  and  also  to  make  and  ordain  such  rules,  ordinances, 
regulations  and  by-laws  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  present  from  time  to  time  shall  see  need- 
ful or  convenient  and  the  same  to  put  into  execution  or  to  re- 
voke, disannul,  alter  or  amend  at  their  pleasure,  which  rules, 
ordinances,  regulations  and  by-laws  shall  be  valid  in  law  and 
binding  on  the  parties  concerned  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  man 
ner  as  if  herein  particularly  expressed. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  the  said  rule«» 
ordinances,  regulations  and  by-laws  be  not  repugnant  to  or  in 
consistent  with  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  provided  also,  That  none  of  the 
rules,  ordinances,  regulations  or  by-laws  to  be  made  and  agreed 
to  as  aforesaid  shall  extend  to  a  dissolution  of  said  corporation 
or  shall  give  power  to  dissolve  the  same  or  to  divide  or  make 
distribution  of  the  books  or  other  property  thereof  unless  the 
free  consent  of  every  member  thereunto  belonging  is  first  had 
or  obtained. 

(Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  said  Library  Company 
at  their  last  general  or  yearly  meeting  on  the  first  Saturday 
in  November  last  past  did  elect  and  choose  Jonathan  Shoe^ 
maker,  Seneca  Lukens  and  John  Hough  directors  and  Morde- 
cai  Thomas,  treasurer,  for  the  present  year  or  until  the  first 
Saturday  in  November  next. 

[Section  VII.]  Be  it  therefore  further  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  said  Jonathan  Shoemaker,  Seneca 
Lukens  and  John  Hough,  the  present  directors,  and  Mordecai 
Thomas,  the  present  treasurer,  shall  hold  and  continue  in  their 
present  offices  and  use  and  exercise  all  the  authorities,  rights 
and  privileges  which  at  present  is  customary  according  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  heretofore  made  or  adopted  for  the  order 
and  government  of  the  said  library  company  until  the  first 
30— XII 
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Saturday  in  November  next,  at  which  time  a  new  election  for 
directors  and  a  treasurer  is  to  take  place  agreeably  to  the  di- 
rections of  this  act. 

Plissed  March  28,  1787.    Recorded  L*.  B.  No.  3,  p.  229,  etc 


CHAPTER  MCX5XCII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  AND  CONGREGA- 
TION IN  LOWER  DUBLIN  TOWNSHIP  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  PHILADEL- 
PHIA IN  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  Baptist  church  and  congrega- 
tion in  Lower  Dublin  township  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia 
have  prayed  that  said  church  and  conc^regation  may  be  incor- 
porated and  by  law  enabled  as  a  body  politic  and  corporate  to 
receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as 
have  been  or  hereafter  may  be  made  to  their  said  society  and 
vested  with  such  powers  and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  other 
religious  societies  which  are  incorporated  in  this  state: 

And  whereas  this  house  is  disposed  to  exercise  the  power 
vested  in  the  legislature  of  the  commonwealth  for  the  encour- 
agement of  pious  and  charitable  purposes. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  Reverend  Doctor  Samuel 
Jones,  the  present  minister  of  said  church  and  congregation, 
Thomas  Webster,  Benjamin  Dungan,  Joseph  Miles  and  John 
Holmes,  members  of  said  church,  Enoch  Edwards,  Esquire, 
Richard  Whitton,  Joshua  Jones  and  Stephen  Watts,  members 
of  the  congregation,  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  ap- 
pointed in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is  directed  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  declared  and  constituted  a  corporation  and 
body  politic  and  corporate  in  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continu- 
ance forever  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  "The  Truatees  of 
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the  BaptiBt  Church  and  CJongregation  in  Lower  Dublin  Town- 
ship in  the  CJounty  of  Philadelphia/' 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever  here- 
after be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take,  re- 
ceive and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
Baptist  church  and  congregation  in  the  township  and  county 
aforesaid  now  under  the  pastoral  charge  and  care  of  the  Rev- 
erend Doctor  Samuel  Jones,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to 
their  use  in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tenements, 
rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments 
are  hereby  vested  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors 
forever  according  to  their  original  use  and  intention.  And  the 
said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in  and  by  the 
respective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments,  releases,  de- 
vises or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared  limited  or 
expressed  as  also  that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors 
aforesaid  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  capable  and  able  to 
purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple  or 
of  any  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annui- 
ties, liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by  the  gift, 
grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  confirma- 
tion or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  corporate  and 
politic  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same,  and  further  that  the 
said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sums  of  money  and 
any  manner  or  portion  of  goods  or  chattels  that  have  or  shall 
be  given  unto  them  by  any  i)erson  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
and  corporate  capable  to  make  a  bequest  or  gift  thereof,  any 
misnomer  of  the  corporation  in  any  gift  or  bequest  of  any  estate, 
real  or  personal  notwithstanding,  and  the  said  corporation 
shall  lay  out  such  moneys,  goods  and  chattels  in  a  purchase  or 
purchases  of  lands,  tenements,  messuages,  houses,  rents,  annui- 
ties or  hereditaments  to  them  and  their  successors  forever  or 
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shall  lend  the  money  on  interest  or  otherwise  dispose  thereof 
according  to  the  true  intention  of  the  donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  rents,  issues,  profits  and  in- 
terests of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  church  and 
congregation  shall  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors 
from  time  to  time  be  applied  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Gos- 
pel ministry  in  the  said  church  and  in  repairing  the  house  of 
public  worship,  burial  ground,  parsonage  house  or  in  purchas- 
ing, repairing  or  building  other  houses  or  estates  which  now 
do  or  hereafter  shall  belong  to  the  said  church  and  congrega- 
tion. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  not  by  deed  or  by  any  other  ways  or  means  grant, 
alien  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  messuages,  lands,  tenements^ 
hereditaments  in  them  or  their  successors  vested  or  hereafter 
to  be  vested  nor  charge  nor  encumber  the  same  to  any  person 
or  persons  whatsover  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of 
the  majority  of  those  hereinafter  mentioned  as  persons  quali- 
fied to  vote  for  succeeding  trustees. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as 
they  shall  think  fit  and  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and 
renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  have  a  right  to  meet  from  time  to  time  at  th«r 
own  adjournments  or  on  regular  notice  in  writing  left  at  the 
house  of  each  trustee  by  the  secretary  of  the  cor^foration  and 
the  particular  business  inserted  therein  at  least  one  week  be- 
fore the  time  of  meeting  which  notice  the  said  secretary  is  au- 
thorized to  give  by  order  of  the  president  or  senior  deacon  of 
the  church  for  the  time  being  and  any  two  of  the  other  trustees. 
And  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  at  their  regular  meet- 
ings aforesaid  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  choose  from 
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among  themselveB  or  others  by  a  majority  of  votes  a  treasurer 
and  secretary,  and  the  said  treasiurer  and  secretary  op  any  of 
them  to  remove,  change,  alter  and  continue  as  to  them  op  a 
majopity  of  them  shall  seem  meet,  as  they  shall  also  at  these 
their  regular  meetings  have  full  power  and  authopity  to  make 
by-laws  and  opdinances  and  to  do  everything  needful  fop  the 
good  govepnment  and  suppopt  of  the  seculap  afTaiPS  of  the  said 
chupch.  Ppovided  always,  That  the  said  by-laws,  rules  and 
opdinances  op  any  of  them  be  not  pepugnant  to  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth  and  that  all  theip  ppoceedings  be  faiply  and 
pegulaply  enteped  in  a  book  to  be  kept  fop  that  puppose. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  furthep  en- 
acted by  the  authopity  afopesaid,  That  the  said  coppopation 
and  theip  successops  by  the  name  of  "Tpustees  of  the  Baptist 
Ohupch  and  Congpegation  in  Lowep  Dublin  Township  in  the 
County  of  Philadelphia,*'  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to 
sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  op  coupts, 
befope  any  judge  op  judges,  justice  op  justices,  in  all  and  all 
mannep  of  suits^  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matteps  and  demands 
of  whatsoevep  nature,  kind  op  fopm  they  may  be  and  all  and 
evepy  mattep  and  thing  thepein  to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a 
manner  as  any  othep  pepson  op  pepsons,  body  politic  and  cop- 
popate  within  this  commonwealth  may  op  can  do. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fupthep  en- 
acted by  the  authopity  afopesaid.  That  the  ministep  of  the 
chupch  fop  the  time  being  shall  always  be  one  of  the  trustees  and 
the  ppeaident  of  the  boapd  in  viptue  of  his  office  and  also  the 
seniop  deacon  of  the  chuPch  fop  the  time  being  shall  be  one  of 
the  trustees  to  act  in  case  the  chupch  should  at  any  time  be 
destitute  of  a  ministep  op  in  the  ministep's  absence  upon  what- 
soevep occasion  but  not  otherwise  the  coppopation  at  such  times 
choosing  a  ppesident  fpom  among  themselves  ppo  tempope. 
And  besides  the  ministep  and  deacon  of  the  chuPch  one  only 
of  whom  is  empoweped  to  act  at  a  time  as  afopesaid  thepe  shall 
always  be  eight  othep  tpustees  to  make  up  the  numbep  nine  of 
acting  tPustees  as  at  ppesent,  viz.,  foup  who  shall  be  membeps 
of  the  chupch  and  four  of  the  congpegation  that  is  to  say  of  such 
as  shall  be  qualified  to  vote  and  such  eight  tPustees  shall  at  all 
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times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority  of  such  mem- 
bers met  of  the  said  church  and  congregation  as  shall  be  stated 
worshippers  together,  and  have  paid  the  sum  of  not  less  than 
seven  shillings  and  six  pence  yearly  towards  the  support  of 
the  said  church  and  shall  not  at  any  time  of  voting  be  more, 
than  one  year  in  arrears  for  the  same. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  first  and  present  trustees 
hereby  incorporated  shall  be  and  continue  trustees  as  afore- 
said until  the  first  Monday  in  May,  1790,  at  which  time  their 
appointment  except  the  minister  shall  cease  and  discon- 
tinue, and  an  election  of  eight  trustees  shall  be  had  and 
held  on  said  day,  that  is  to  say  an  election  of  four 
trustees  from  among  the  members  of  the  church  and  four 
among  the  members  of  the  congregation  qualified  to 
vote  as  aforesaid  which  eight  trustees  shall  be  chosen  and 
elected  by  a  majority  of  votes  of  those  met  and  qualified  as 
aforesaid  and  so  on  new  elections  shall  be  had  of  new  trustees 
on  the  first  Monday  in  May  in  every  third  year  after  every  elec- 
tion forever.  Provided  always.  That  the  [same]  trustees  or 
any  of  them  may  be  re-elected  at  such  elections  and  if  by  any 
accident  it  should  happen  that  an  election  shall  not  be  held 
on  said  day  they  shall  continue  trustees  until  an  election  shall 
be  held  on  some  future  day  by  them  to  be  appointed  so  that  the 
same  be  within  six  months  thereafter  and  public  notice  thereof 
be  by  them  given  to  the  congregation  on  some  preceding  Sun- 
day (not  more  than  three  weeks  before  the  time  of  meeting) 
after  divine  service  and  before  the  congregation  is  dismissed. 
Provided  always,  if  within  that  time  the  said  trustees  should 
neglect  to  make  such  appointment  aforesaid  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  church  and  congregation  at  any  time  after 
to  meet  and  elect  such  trustees  aforesaid  on  notice  being  given 
in  like  manner  by  any  member  of  said  church  or  congregation, 
but  the  authority  and  power  hereby  given  to  any  set  of  trustees 
(appointed  as  aforesaid)  shall  not  cease  until  a  new  election  has 
actually  taken  place.  Provided  always.  That  if  it  should  ever 
be  necessary  to  hold  such  election  in  the  manner  herein  de- 
scribed by  means  of  there  being  no  election  held  at  the  regular 


1787]  TJie  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  471 

and  Btated  time  provided  in  this  act,  then  and  in  that  case  such 
trustees  so  elected  shall  be  and  continue  until  the  first  Monday 
in  May  in  the  third  year  after  such  new  time  of  election,  at 
which  time  they  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  so  on  as  afore- 
said forever. 

(Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  when  any  vacancy  of  any  one  or 
more  of  the  trustees  aforesaid  shall  happen  by  the  death,  refusal 
to  serve,  removal  or  by  any  person  becoming  incapacitated  to 
serve  by  an  alteration  in  his  situation  with  respect  to  his  mem- 
bership or  any  other  circumstances  which  shall  render  him 
ineligible  agreeable  to  the  intent  and  spirit  of  this  act  or  other- 
wise, an  election  by  order  of  the  remaining  trustees  shall  be 
held  when  and  where  they  judge  convenient  of  some  fit  person 
or  persons  in  his  or  their  stead,  either  of  the  members  of  the 
church  or  congregation  as  the  vacancy  may  be  on  public  notice 
being  given  by  the  said  trustees  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  the 
person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be  and  continue  a  trustee  or 
trustees  so  long  as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  stead  he  or 
they  shall  have  been  so  elected  would  or  might  have  continued 
and  no  longer. 

Section  X.  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted.  That  the  clear  yearly  value  or  income  of  the 
messuages^  houses,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities  or  other 
hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation  shall  not 
exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds,  gold  or  silver  money  at 
the  present  current  value  in  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, exclusive  the  moneys  arising  from  the  letting  of  the  perws 
or  for  opening  the  ground  for  burials  in  their  graveyards  or 
those  arising  from  voluntary,  stated  or  occasional  contributions 
which  said  money  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  disposed 
of  as  hereinbefore  directed. 

Section  XI.  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  where  any  doubt  shall  happen 
to  arise  touching  this  act  or  any  part  thereof,  the  same  shall  in 
all  cases  and  in  all  courts  of  law  and  equity  be  construed  and 
taken  most  favorably  and  beneficially  for  the  said  corporation. 
Passed  March  28.  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  Z,  p.  287,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  M0C5XCIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENLARGE  THE  LOTS  IN  THE  STATE  HOUSE  SQUARE  AP- 
PROPRIATED FOR  BUILDING  THEREON  RESPECTIVELT  COUNTY 
AND  CITY  COURT  HOUSES. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  lot  lying  at  the  northwest 
comer  of  the  state  house  square  and  appropriated  by  an  act 
of  assembly  passed  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  housand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  for 
the  building  thereon  of  a  county  court  house  or  common  hall 
for  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  lot  lying  at  the  north- 
east comer  of  the  said  square,  and  appropriated  by  the  said 
act  of  assembly  for  building  thereon  a  city  court  house  or  com- 
mon hall  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia  respectively,  extended  in 
depth  southwardly  from  Chestnut  street  of  the  said  city  only 
seventy-three  feet,  which  depth  is  insufficient  for  the  said  pur- 
poses: 

And  whereas  the  said  first  mentioned  lot  is  by  an  act  of  as- 
sembly of  this  state  passed  the  eighth  day  of  April  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  vested 
in  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  their 
successors  and  the  other  lot  is  vested  in  the  wardens  of  the  said 
city  and  their  successors  for  the  [respective]  uses  aforesaid: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  (Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  said  lots  shall  re- 
spectively extend  in  depth  through  the  whole  easterly  and  west- 
erly breadth  thereof  from  the  said  Chestnut  street  southerly 
to  the  full  extent  of  eighty-eight  feet,  and  the  said  lots  so  en- 
larged and  extended  shall  be  vested  respectively  in  the  said 
commissioners  and  their  successors  and  in  the  said  wardens  and 
their  successors  and  to  same  uses  and  purposes  respectively, 
as  they  were  before  their  enlargement  by  this  act:  Provided 
always.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  con- 
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Btrued  to  prevent  or  bar  any  person  or  persons  from  enjoying, 
having  or  pursuing  in  due  course  of  law  his,  her  or  their  own 
private  claim,  right,  title  or  possession  of,  to  or  in  the  said  lots 
or  either  of  them  or  to  any  part  of  them  or  to  either  of  them. 

Passed  March  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  286,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCX:XCIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  ALTER  THE  TEST  OF  ALI4BGIANCB  TO  THIS  COMMON- 
WEALTH REQUIRED  BY  AN  ACT  PASSED  THE  FOURTH  DAY  OF 
MARCH  ONE  THOUSAND  SEVEN  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTY-SIX.  EN- 
TITLED "AN  ACT  FOR  SECURING  TO  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  THE 
FIDEUTY  AND  ALLEGIANCE  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  THEREOF  AND 
FOR  ADMITTING  CERTAIN  PERSONS  TO  THE  RIGHT  OF  CITIZEN- 
SHIP." 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly  of  this  commonwealth  passed  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-six,  entitled  "An  act 
for  securing  to  this  commonwealth  the  fidelity  and  allegiance 
of  the  inhabitants  thereof  and  for  admitting  certain  persons  to 
the  rights  of  citizenship,"^  it  was  enacted  that  each  and  every 
of  the  male  white  inhabitants  of  this  Commonwealth  who  by 
reason  of  having  omitted  or  neglected  to  take  and  subscribe  all 
or  any  of  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to 
this  commonwealth  as  required  by  the  several  laws  thereof  or 
any  of  them,  was  or  has  been  debarred  from  any  of  the  rights  of 
citizenship,  should  immediately  after  his  taking  and  subscrib- 
ing before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  ward,  township  or  dis- 
trict wherein  he  resides  (or  in  case  there  were  no  justice  of  peace 
within  such  ward,  township  or  district,  then  and  in  that  case 
only  before  the  nearest  justice  of  [the]  peace  to  where  such 
person  resides)  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  allegiance  and  ab- 
juration in  the  said  act  specified  be  and  he  was  by  the  said  act 
declared  to  be  a  free  citizen  of  this  commonwealth  and  entitled 

1  Chapter  ISOe. 
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to  all  and  every  the  rights  and  privileges  thereof  any  law  of  this 
commonwealth  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

And  whereas  the  oath  or  affirmation  by  the  said  recited  act  of 
assembly  prescribed  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the  persons 
therein  described  contains  besides  the  promise  of  fidelity  and 
allegiance  to  this  commonwealth,  a  renunciation  and  refusal 
of  all  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors and  a  retrospective  clause  of  uncertain  and  indefinite 
meaning: 

And  whereas  divers  persons  coming  within  the  description 
of  persons  intended  to  be  relieved  by  that  act  have  represented 
to  this  house  their  scruples  of  taking  an  oath  or  affirmation,  the 
meaning  whereof  is  not  plain  and  certain  upon  the  face  of  it 
and  the  government  of  this  commonwealth  is  now  so  well  es- 
tablished in  the  minds  of  the  people  at  large  as  to  render  all 
fears  of  disaffection  thereto  groundless  and  the  abjuration  of 
the  king  of  Great  Britain  is  wholly  useless  as  all  allegiance  from 
the  inhabitants  of  these  United  States  has  been  formally  and 
explicitly  renounced  by  the  said  king  and  no  political  connec- 
tion whatever  exists  betweeen  the  said  king  and  the  inhabitants 
of  this  state: 

And  whereas  many  useful  citizens  are  disqualified  from  serv- 
ing this  commonwealth  in  several  stations  by  reason  of  their 
scruples  against  taking  the  said  oath  or  affirmation  whereby 
the  public  is  deprived  of  their  assistance  in  the  various  offices 
of  burden  as  well  as  of  trust  and  profit  which  are  necessary  to 
be  executed  for  the  support  of  government  and  it  is  highly  im- 
politic to  deprive  the  community  of  their  allegiance  by  ad- 
hering to  a  form  the  original  cause  whereof  has  ceased  to  oper- 
ate. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act  the  following  oath  or  affirmation  be  sub- 
stituted in  the  place  of  the  oath  or  affirmation  in  the  said  recited 
act  specified,  viz: 

I,  A.  B.,  do  swear  (or  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly  declare 
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and  affirm)  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  alliance 
to  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent state,  and  that  I  will  not  at  any  time  wilfully  and  know- 
ingly do  any  act,  matter  or  thing  which  will  be  prejudicial  or 
injurious  to  the  freedom  or  independence  thereof. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  persons  and  per- 
son within  the  description  in  the  said  recited  act  contained  who 
have  not  taken  and  subscribed  the  oath  or  affirmation  therein 
si)ecified  and  who  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  take  and  subscribe 
the  oath  or  affirmation  herein  above  specified  in  the  manner 
that  the  said  first  mentioned  oath  or  affirmation  is  directed  to 
be  taken  and  subscribed  by  the  said  act  be  and  they  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  free  citizens  of  this  commonwealth  and  entitled 
to  all  and  every  the  rights  and  privileges  which  any  citizens 
by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state  is  entitled  unto,  any 
former  law  or  rules  of  this  commonwealth  to  the  contrary  in 
anywise  notwithstanding. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  who 
shall  administer  the  oath  or  affirmation  hereby  prescribed  shall 
grant  certificates  in  the  same  form  and  keep  registers  and  trans- 
mit the  same  to  the  recorder  of  deeds  for  the  proper  county  and 
he  shall  record  the  same  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the  same 
fees  as  by  the  said  recited  act  is  directed. 


Passed  March  29,  17^.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  238,  etc.  The 
Act  in  the  text  was  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
March  13,  1789,  Chapter  1396. 


CHAPTER  MCCXCV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  OPENING  AND  ESTABLISHING  A  ROAD  BETWEEN  THB 
NAVIGABLE  WATERS  OP  THE  FRANKSTOWN  BRANCH  OF  THE 
RIVER  JUNIATA  AND  THE  RIVER  CONEMAUGH. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  an  easy  communication  with  the 
western  country  of  this  state  presents  objects  of  great  impor- 
tance, a  readier  and  cheaper  means  of  conveying  the  products 
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of  that  country  to  a  market  and  the  promoting  a  more  exten- 
sive traffic: 

And  whereas  such  easy  communication  will  be  best  made 
by  a  road  connecting  the  head  watera  of  the  Juniata  and  C5one- 
maugh  rivers. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  president  or  in  his 
absence  the  vice-president  in  council  may  and  shall  nominate 
and  appoint  three  commissioners,  one  whereof  to  be  practically 
acquainted  with  the  art  of  surveying,  to  lay  out  a  state  highway 
between  the  waters  of  the  Frankstown  branch  of  the  rivers  Ju- 
niata and  the  river  Conemaugh  from  or  near  the  points  on  said 
river  where  they  begin  to  be  navigable,  and  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  proceed  to  perform  the  said  services  at  such  time 
and  in  such  manner  as  the  president,  or  in  his  absence  the  vice^ 
president  in  council  shall  direct,  and  the  said  commissioners 
shall  report  their  proceedings  therein  to  the  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council  who  thereupon  may,  if  they  see  fit,  estab- 
lish the  same  or  otherwise  may  direct  a  review  thereof  in  the 
whole  or  in  part  and  finally  determine  on  the  same  and  the  said 
highway  when  it  shall  be  so  established  shall  be  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  the  state  highway  between  the  Frankstown 
branch  or  the  river  Juniata  and  the  river  Oonemaugh  aforesaid 
and  the  courses  and  distances  shall  be  entered  in  the  council 
books,  which  entry  shall  be  deemed  a  record  thereof. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  river  Oonemaugh  is  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year  navigable  downwards  from  differ- 
ent points  of  the  same. 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
the  said  commissioners  having  marked  out  the  road  proposed 
by  this  act  to  be  opened  shall  proceed  to  trace  the  courses  of 
another  road  to  begin  from  the  terminating  spot  of  the  fin€ 
road  and  lead  along  the  left  shore  of  the  Oonemaugh  to  that 
point  where  the  river  begins  to  be  navigable  at  all  seasons^  the 
said  road  to  be  hereafter  opened  as  the  occasion  may  require 
and  then  deemed  also  a  public  highway. 
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[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  re- 
si)ectively  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  shill- 
ings per  day  for  each  day  they  shall  be  employed  in  the  service 
aforsaid  exclusive  of  reasonable  allowances  to  chain  carrieni 
and  guides. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Frankstown  branch  of  the  Juniata 
and  the  Conemaugh,  together  with  the  Kiskiminetas,  through- 
out their  whole  navigable  course  shall  be  deemed  and  declared 
public  highways. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  of 
moneys  not  already  appropriated  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  this  act  and  the  presi- 
dent or  vice-president  in  council  are  hereby  authorized  to  draw 
upon  the  treasury  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  same  for  the 
purposes  aforesaid.  t 

Passed  March  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  284,  etc    See 
the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  11,  1799.    Chi4;»ter  2064. 


CHAPTER  MOCXCVI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  GRANTING  TWO  HUNDRED  POUNDS  OF  THE  UNAP- 
PROPRIATED MONEYS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  FOR  MENDING  AND 
REPAIRING  THE  ROAD  FROM  HAMBURG  ON  THE  SCHUTLiaLL  TO 
THE  NORTHUBiBERLAND  COUNTY  UNE  BY  CONRAD  MINICK'S  SAW- 
MILL. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  appears  to  the  house  of  assem- 
bly from  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  same,  that  the  roa4 
leading  from  the  village  of  Hamburg  in  the  county  of  Berks 
to  the  Northumberland  county  line  by  the  saw-mill  of  Conrad 
Minick  is  rendered  impassable  for  wagons  by  the  damage  done 
the  same  by  the  flood  in  Schuylkill  in  the  fall  of  last  year,  and 
that  the  country  through  which  the  said  road  passes  is  very  bar- 
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pen  and  inhabited  by  poor  people  unable  to  mend  the  same  road, 
and  the  said  road  being  the  grand  thoroughfare  from  the  city 
of  Philadelphia  into  Northumberland  county: 

And  whereas  the  maintaining  of  highways  and  roads  in  good 
condition  and  repair  between  the  several  parts  of  this  common- 
wealth is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  intercourse  and  com- 
merce thereof. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
th  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred pounds  of  the  moneys  of  this  state  not  already  appro- 
priated shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the  re- 
pairing and  mending  the  road  or  highway  leading  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Hamburg  on  Schuylkill  in  the  county  of  Berks  to  the 
Northumberland  county  line  by  the  saw-mill  of  Conrad  Minick. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  draw  on 
the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
pounds  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  one 
substantial  freeholder  residing  within  the  said  county  of  Berks 
a  commissioner  to  receive  the  said  sum  of  money  and  to  apply 
the  same  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  he  to  be  allowed  out  of  the 
same  money  the  sum  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  for  each 
and  every  day  he  may  be  employed  in  the  same  servise. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  commissioner  shall 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  October  next  account  with  the 
comptroller  general  of  this  commonwealth  how  and  in  what 
manner  he  shall  have  applied  the  money  as  aforesaid. 
Passed  March  9, 1787.     Recorded  U  B.  No.  8,  p.  282,  etc 
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CHAPTER  MC5CXCVII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  OPENING  A  ROAD  BETWEEN  THE  RIVER  SUSQUEHANA 
AT  THE  FALLS  OF  NESCOPECK  AND  THE  LEHIGH  AT  OR  NEAR  THE 
UNION  SAW  MILL. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  opening  of  a  road  as  aforesaid 
will  tend  greatly  to  populate  and  improve  that  part  of  the  state 
through  and  near  which  it  may  run  and  as  the  few  inhabitants 
are  yet  unable  to  bear  the  expense  thereof. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  supreme  executive  council  shall 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  employ  the  nec- 
essary means  for  opening  the  road  as  aforesaid  from  the  river 
Susquehanna  at  the  falls  of  Nescopeck  by  the  river  I/ehigh  at 
or  near  the  Union  Saw-Mill,  which  when  opened  accordingly 
the  same  shall  be  registered  in  the  books  of  the  said  council 
and  be  thenceforth  deemed  a  public  highway. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)     And  be  it  further  enacted 

by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  supreme  executive  council 

may  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  expend  in  the  opening 

of  said  road  any  sum  of  the  unappropriated  public  moneys  not 

exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 

Passed  March  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  224,  etc.    See 
the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  27,  1789,  Chapter  1418. 


CHAPTER  MCCXCVIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  AND  ENDOW  THE  ACADEMY  OP  THE  PRO- 
TESTANT EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)    Whereas  it  is  right  and  proper  to  afford 
all  due  encouragement  to  the  education  of  youth  and  to  the  es- 


480  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1787 

tablishment  of  useful  seminarieB  of  learning  within  this  state: 

And  whereas  a  number  of  persons  of  the  Proteetant  Episco- 
pal churches  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  others  have  insti- 
tuted an  academy  and  subscribed  and  given  divers  sums  of 
money  for  purchasing  a  lot  of  ground  and  erecting  a  building 
or  buildings  thereon  for  the  purpose  of  e^ablishing  and  sup- 
porting a  Protestant  Episcopal  academy  in  the  said  city: 

And  whereas  the  trustees  of  the  said  academy  have  petitioned 
this  house  to  be  incorporated  for  the  more  eflfectual  carrying 
into  execution  the  original  design  of  the  said  subscribers. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  there  shall  be  estab- 
lished in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  an  academy  for  the  education 
of  youth  in  useful  branches  of  learning,  by  the  style,  name  and 
title  of  "The  Academy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  aty  of  Philadelphia," 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  following  persons,  viz:  the 
Reverend  William  White,  the  Reverend  Samuel  Magaw,  the 
Reverend  Robert  Blackwell,  Robert  Morris,  Thomas  Willing, 
Edward  Shippen,  Richard  Peters,  Andrew  Doz,  Abraham  Mar- 
koe,  Peter  Baynton,  Oerardus  darkson,  Francis  Hopkinson, 
Joseph  Swift,  William  Pollard,  John  Wilcocks  and  Alexander 
Wilcocks  shall  be  the  trustees  of  the  said  academy,  which  said 
trustees  and  their  successors  shall  forever  hereafter  be  and  they 
are  hereby  erected,  established  and  declared  to  be  one  body 
politic  and  corporate  with  perpetual  succession  in  deed  and  in 
law  to  all  intents  and  purposes  whatsoever  by  the  name,  style 
[and]  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Academy  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,"  1[)y  which  name 
and  title  they  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  shall  be 
capable  in  law  and  equity  to  take  to  themselves  and  their  suc- 
cessors and  to  hold  for  the  use  of  the  said  academy  any  estate 
in  any  messuages,  lands,  lots,  tenements,  hereditaments,  goods, 
chattels,  moneys  or  other  effects,  by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain, 
sale,  conveyance,  assurance,  will,  devise  or  bequest  of  any  i^er- 
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son  or  persons  whatsoever  and  the  same  messuages^  lands,  lots^ 
tenements,  hereditaments  and  estate,  real  and  personal  to 
grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey,  mortgage,  assure,  demise  and  to 
farm,  let  and  to  place  out  money  on  interest,  erect  necessary 
and  convenient  buildings  or  otherwise  dispose  of  the  same  for 
the  use  of  the  said  academy  in  such  manner  as  to  them  or  at 
least  to  eleven  of  them  shall  seem  most  beneficial  to  the  institu- 
tion and  to  receive  the  rents,  issues  and  profits,  income  and  in- 
terests of  the  same  and  to  apply  the  same  to  the  purpose,  use 
and  support  of  the  said  academy  and  by  the  same  name  to  sue 
and  be  sued,  prosecute  and  defend  any  and  all  manner  of  actions 
and  suits  whatsoever  in  any  court  or  courts  of  law  or  equity 
wheresoever  and  generally  by  and  in  the  same  name  to  do  and 
transact  all  and  every  the  business  touching  and  concerning 
the  premises,  which  shall  be  incidentially  necessary  thereto,  as 
fully  and  effectually  as  any  natural  person  or  body  politic  or 
corporate  within  this  commonwealth  can,  might  or  could  do 
in  his  or  their  own  affairs. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  may  and  shall 
make,  have  and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  in- 
scriptions thereon  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  said  seal 
at  their  pleasure  may  break,  alter  and  renew. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  trustees  of  the  said 
academy  shall  consist  of  sixteen  members,  eleven  of  whom  shall 
be  a  board  or  quorum  to  make  and  enact  by-laws  and  ordinances 
for  the  government  of  the  said  institution.  Provided  always, 
That  such  by-laws  and  ordinances  be  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  this  state. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  singular  the  estate  and 
estates,  real  and  personal  whatsoever  now  belonging  to  or  held 
by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  in  trust  for  or  for  the  use 
of  the  said  academy  shall  be  and  the  same  is  and  are  by  force 
of  this  act  transferred  and  vested  in  the  aforesaid  trustees  of 
the  academy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  and  their  successors  forever  for  the  use  of  the  same 
31— XII 
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academy,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  trus- 
tees to  enter  into  and  upon  the  same  and  to  take  possession 
thereof  and  to  sue,  commence  and  prosecute  all  such  suits  and 
actions  at  law  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  recovery  of  all  debts, 
demands  and  sums  of  money  due,  owing  or  payable  to  the  said 
institution  before  the  incorporation  thereof  or  to  the  former 
trustees  thereof  for  the  use  of  the  said  academy,  whether  the 
same  be  due  for  tuition  money  or  on  bonds,  notes  or  other  se- 
curities or  by  the  gift,  donation,  bequest  or  promissory  subscrip- 
tion of  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  quantity  of  ten  thousand 
acres  of  land  to  be  located,  set  out  and  surveyed  within  the  un- 
appropriated lands  belonging  to  this  state  be  and  hereby  are 
granted  to  the  said  trustees  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to 
them  and  their  successors  forever: 

And  in  order  to  facilitate  the  locating,  setting  out  and  sur- 
veying the  said  lands  for  the  said  trustees  and  securing  them 
to  the  use  of  the  academy. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  upon  the  application  of  the  said  trustees 
or  of  any  person  duly  authorized  by  them  to  the  secretary  of 
the  land  office  of  this  state,  he  shall  grant  and  issue  and  is 
hereby  required  to  grant  and  issue  such  and  so  many  warrants 
to  be  directed  to  the  surveyor  general  of  the  state  requiring 
him  to  survey  or  cause  to  be  surveyed  for  the  trustees  of  the 
academy  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, such  and  so  many  tracts  of  lands  with  such  number  of 
acres  in  each  warrant  as  shall  be  applied  for  at  each  and  every 
time  of  application  in  such  places  not  already  appropriated  by 
acts  of  assembly  of  the  state  to  particular  uses  nor  before  lo- 
cated or  surveyed  by  or  for  private  persons  as  shall  in  the  whole 
amount  to  the  said  quantity  of  ten  thousand  acres  and  the  usual 
allowance  and  no  more  and  that  the  surveyor  general  shall 
receive  and  enter  all  such  warrants  in  his  office  and  issue  copies 
thereof  directed  to  his  deputies  within  the  diflferent  districts 
and  counties  within  the  state  and  the  said  deputies  shall  exe- 
cute the  same  and  make  returns  thereof  and  thereupon  such 
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proceedings  shall  be  had  and  i>atents  or  grants  of  confirmation 
for  the  same  shall  be  granted  and  issued  to  the  said  trustees  of 
the  said  academy  in  the  same  manner  and  form  and  having  the 
like  effect  as  the  like  proceedings  and  patents  have  been  and  are 
conducted  and  located  in  case  of  private  persons  making  appli- 
cation for  and  taking  up  lands  under  the  laws  of  the  state  in 
such  case  made  and  provided. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  tract 
and  tracts  of  land  hereby  directed  to  be  surveyed  for  the  use 
of  the  said  academy  shall  be  so  done  at  the  charge  of  this  state 
and  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  are  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  of  this 
state  to  pay  and  defray  all  the  charges  arising  thereupon. 

Passed  March  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  221,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCXC5IX. 


AN  ACT  TO  GRANT  TO  OUVBR  BVANS  FOR  A  TERM  OP  YEARS  THE 
SOLE  AND  EXCLUSIVE  RIGHTS  OF  MAKING  AND  SELLING  WITHIN 
THIS  COMMONWEALTH  THE  MACHINES  HEREIN  DESCRIBED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  Oliver  Evans  of  the  county  of 
New  Castle  in  the  state  of  Delaware,  miller,  hath  represented 
to  this  house  that  he  hath  invented,  discovered  and  introduced 
into  exercise  two  machines  for  the  use  of  merchant  mills,  one 
of  which,  denominated  by  the  said  Oliver  Evans  an  elevator  is 
calculated  by  its  own  motion  to  hoist  the  wheat  or  grain  from 
the  lower  floor  and  the  meal  and  flour  from  the  stones  of  any 
mill  to  the  upper  floor  or  loft  of  such  mill,  the  other  denom- 
inated a  hopper-boy  so  constituted  as  to  spread  the  meal  over 
the  floor  of  a  mill  to  cool,  gather  it  up  again  to.  the  bolting  hop- 
per and  attend  the  same  regularly  without  the  assistance  of 
manual  labor.  And  as  the  said  inventions  of  the  said  Oliver 
Evans  will  greatly  tend  to  simplify  and  lender  cheap  the  manu- 
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facture  of  flour  which  is  one  of  the  principal  staples  of  this  com- 
monwealth: 

In  order  to  make  adequate  compensation  to  the  said  Oliver 
Evans  for  his  ingenuity,  trouble  and  expense  in  the  said  dis- 
coveries. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this 
act  the  said  Oliver  Evans,  his  heirs  and  assigns  shall  have  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making  and  selling  within  this  com- 
monwealth the  said  two  machines  above  described  agreeable 
to  his  new  method  of  constructing  and  making  the  same  for 
and  during  the  full  space  and  term  of  fouri:een  years  from 
thence  next  ensuing  and  fully  to  be  completed  and  ended. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  furi:her  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 
make,  sell  or  use  or  cause  to  be  made,  sold  or  used  within  this 
commonwealth,  any  hopper-boy  or  elevator  upon  the  plan  of 
the  said  Oliver  Evans  and  constructed  as  the  said  hopper-boy 
or  elevator  of  the  said  Oliver  Evans  are  or  in  the  form,  simili- 
tude or  likeness  therof  during  the  said  term  of  fourteen  years, 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  Oliver  Evans,  his  certain  attor- 
ney, heirs  or  assign  first  had  and  obtained  in  writing,  he,  she  or 
they  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  said  Oliver  Evans, 
his  heirs  or  assigns  for  every  such  machine  so  made,  sold  or 
used  or  caused  to  be  made,  sold  or  used  resi)ectively,  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  re- 
covered with  costs  of  suit  by  action  of  debt,  bill  plaint  or  infor- 
mation in  any  competent  court  of  record  in  the  county  in  which 
the  offence  shall  be  committed,  wherein  no  essoin,  protection  or 
wager  of  law  nor  more  than  one  imparlance  shall  be  allowed. 
Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  pre- 
vent any  future  house  of  assembly  of  this  commonwealth  from 
abolishing  this  exclusive  right,  granted  to  the  said  Oliver  Evans 
by  this  act  upon  their  paying  to  him,  his  executors,  administra- 
tors or  assigns,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  in  gold  or  sil- 
ver money. 
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[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  who 
shall  be  convict[ed]  of  having  made,  sold  or  used  within  this 
commonwealth  either  of  the  aforesaid  machines  without  the 
consent  of  Oliver  Evans,  his  heirs  or  assigns  in  writing,  shall 
afterwards  without  such  consent,  make,  sell  or  use  such  ma- 
chine or  machines  again,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  to  the  said  Oliver  Evans,  his  heirs  and  assigns  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  like  lawful  money,  to  be 
recovered  in  like  manner  as  aforesaid  and  so  toties  quoties. 
Passed  March  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  220,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MC(X;. 


AN  ACT  TO  ESTABLISH  A  PUBLIC  FERRY  OVER  THE  RIVER  SCHUYL- 
KILL NEAR  SPRING  MILL  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  MONTGOMERY  AND 
VESTING  THE  RIGHT  IN  PETER  LE  GAUX,  HIS  HEIRS  AND  AS- 
SIGNS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  Peter  Le  Gaux  hath  by  petition 
presented  to  this  house  represented  that  the  lands  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  Schuylkill  near  Spring  Mill  are  the  property  of  him, 
the  said  Peter  Le  Gaux,  and  that  a  ferry  hath  been  kept  there 
for  many  years  past,  which  he  hath  kept  up  since  he  became 
possessed  of  the  said  lands  at  a  great  expense  and  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants  on  both  sides  of  the  said  river. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  it  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  for  the  said  Peter  Le 
Gaux,  his  heirs  and  assigns  at  his  or  their  own  proper  cost  and 
charge  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  good  and  convenient  land- 
ings upon  both  sides  of  the  river  Schuylkill  at  or  near  the  said 
place  where  the  said  ferry  hath  been  formerly  kept  and  shall 
at  all  times  hereafter  maintain  the  same  in  good  order  and  re^ 
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pair,  fit  for  men,  horses  and  carriages  to  pass  and  repass;  and 
further,  the  said  Peter  Le  Oaux,  his  heirs  and  assigns^  shall 
provide  and  maintain  a  good  and  substantial  boat  or  boats  and. 
careful  ferrymen  who  shall  duly  and  constantly  as  occasion  may 
require  attend  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  travellers  ov«r 
the  said  river,  which  ferry  shall  be  subject  to  such  rules,  rates 
and  regulations  as  the  legislature  of  this  state  may  in  future 
direct  and  appoint 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  noth- 
ing contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  vest  a  right  in 
the  said  Peter  Le  Gaux,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  to  land  any  boat 
or  boats  upon  any  landing  belonging  to  any  other  person  or 
persons  without  their  consent  first  had  and  obtained. 
Passed  September  8,  1787.    Recorded  U  B.  No.  8,  p.  241,  etc. 


CHAPTER  M00C5I. 


AN  ACT  TO  DIVIDE  THE  COUNTY  OF  FRANKLIN  INTO  BLECTION  DIS- 
TRICTS AND  TO  ALTER  THE  PLACE  FOR  HOLDING  THE  GENERAL 
BLECTION  IN  THE  SIXTH  DISTRICT  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  BEDFORD 
AND  FOR  MAKING  THE  TOWNSHIPS  OF  GREENWOOD  AND  RYB  IN 
THE  COUNTY  OF  CUMBERLAND  A  SIXTH  DISTRICT  FOR  THE  PUR- 
POSE OF  HOLDING  GENERAL  ELECTIONS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  in  and  by  an  act  of  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  commonwealth  that  was  published  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  September  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate 
the  general  elections  of  this  commonwealth  and  to  prevent 
frauds  therein,"^  it  is  provided  that  for  the  purpose  of  general 
elections  the  county  of  Franklin  should  be  divided  into  dis- 
tricts and  that  the  township  of  Fannet  should  be  one  of  the 
same  districts  and  the  remainder  of  the  said  county  should  be 
the  other  of  the  same  districts: 

And  whereas  the  major  number  of  the  freemen  of  the  town- 

1  Chapter  1175. 
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Bhips  of  Antrim,  Washington,  Peters  and  Montgomery  in  the 
said  county  of  Franklin  have  by  their  petitions  to  the  general 
assembly  represented  that  by  reason  of  the  remoteness  of  their 
dwellings  from  the  present  place  to  which  they  are  called  to 
give  their  votes  for  Representatives  in  the  general  assembly, 
their  councillor  and  their  county  officers,  many,  good  citizens 
are  impeded  in  the  exercise  of  this  important  privilege  and  have 
desired  relief  in  the  premises: 

And  whereas  the  freemen  of  the  said  townships  of  Antrim 
and  Washington  have  prayed  this  house  that  they  be  set  oflf 
as  a  separate  district  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  the  said  county  of  Franklin  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  divided  into  four  districts  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
the  general  elections  aforesaid,  and  that  the  townships  of  Guil- 
ford, Franklin,  Hamilton,  Letterkenny,  Lurgen  and  Southamp- 
ton be  the  first  district  of  the  same  county  and  that  the  freemen 
thereof  assemble  and  hold  their  elections  at  the  court  house 
in  the  same  county  in  Chambersburg  and  that  the  township  of 
Fannett  be  the  second  district  of  the  same  county  and  that  the  , 
freemen  of  the  said  township  of  Fannet  assemble  and  hold  their 
election  at  the  house  of  the  widow  Elliot  in  the  same  township; 
and  that  the  townships  o^  Antrim  and  Washington  be  the  third 
district  of  the  same  county  and  that  the  freemen  of  the  said 
townships  of  Antrim  and  Washington  assemble  and  hold  their 
elections  at  the  brick  house  belonging  to  George  CJlark  in  the 
town  of  Greencastle  and  that  the  fourth  district  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid  consist  of  the  townships  of  Peters  and  Mont- 
gomery and  that  the  freemen  of  the  same  townships  assemble 
and  hold  their  said  elections  at  the  house  now  occupied  by 
James  Crawford,  in  Mercersburg,  and  that  the  inspectors  and 
other  officers  of  the  respective  townships  of  the  county  of 
Franklin  give  their  attendance  accordingly. 

And  whereas  the  freemen  of  the  sixth  district  of  Bedford 
county  have  prayed  this  house  that  their  general  elections  afore- 
said be  hereafter  holden  at  the  house  in  Tyrone  township, 
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which  is  at  present  occupied  by  David  Lowrey,  instead  of  the 
house  of  Lazarus  Lowrey  in  the  Frankstown  township. 

[Section  11. ]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  henceforth  the  general  elec- 
tions of  the  freemen  of  the  sixth  district  of  Bedford  county  be 
holden  at  the  house  in  Tyrone  township  at  present  occupied 
by  David  Lowrey  and  not  elsewhere  and  that  the  freemen  of  the 
same  district  and  the  persons  who  shall  then  be  chosen  inspec- 
tors within  the  said  district  shall  assemble  and  atteud  at  the 
said  house  of  David  Lowrey  accordingly. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  a  number  of  the  freemen 
of  the  townships  of  Greenwood  and  Rye  in  the  county  of  Guu^ 
beriand  have  by  their  petitions  set  forth  that  their  distant  situa- 
tion from  the  place  of  holding  the  general  elections  is  found  in- 
convenient and  have  therefore  prayed  this  general  assembly 
to  enact  a  law  by  which  the  said  townships  shall  be  made  a 
separate  district  for  the  holding  their  general  elections: 

Therefore: 

[Section  III.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  townships  of  Greenwood  and  Rye 
shall  be  the  sixth  district  of  the  county  of  Cumberland  and  flie 
,  freemen  of  the  said  townships  shall  hold  their  annual  and  gen- 
eral elections  at  the  mill,  late  the  property  of  David  English 
and  known  by  the  uame  of  English's  mill,  in  the  township  of 
Rye. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  VL  P.  L.)  And  belt  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  act  hereinbefore  recited, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  general  elections  of  this  com- 
monwealth and  to  prevent  frauds  therein,"^  so  far  as  it  is  al- 
tered by  the  provisions  of  this  act  but  no  further  shall  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed  and  made  void,  and  that  those  per- 
sons and  every  of  them  who  shall  be  hereafter  chosen  [to  be] 
inspectors,  judges  of  election,  or  clerks  of  the  district  elections 
by  this  act  established  or  newly  regulated  shall  be  obliged  to 
do  their  duties  respectively  and  severally  and  under  like  penal- 
ties and  forfeitures  as  those  which  by  the  act  aforesaid  are  im- 

lAnte. 
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posed  on  similar  neglects,  omis^ons  and  breaches  of  duty  by 
the  same  act 

Passed  September  10,  1787.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  320,  etc  .The 
Act  in  the  text  was  in  part  repealed  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed 
September  27,  1787,  Chapter  1362. 


CHAPTER  MCOOII. 


AN    ACT    FOR    THE    FUTURE    ENDOWMENT     OF     THE     PITTSBURG 

ACADEMY. 

(Section  I.  P.  h.)  Whereas  the  unappropriated  lands  within 
this  state  belonging  to  the  public  aflford  an  ample  fund  for  the 
endowment  of  public  schools  without  any  present  advance  or 
public  inconvenience  and  at  the  least  possible  expense  to  the 
community: 

And  whereas  an  academy  or  public  school  is  situated  in  the 
town  of  Pittsburg  and  trustees  of  the  said  academy  are  by  law 
incorporated  and  made  a  body  politic  under  the  name  of  the 
"Trustees  of  the  Pittsburg  Academy." 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freeemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  quantity  of  five  thousand  acres 
of  land  to  be  located,  set  out  and  surveyed  within  the  unappro- 
priated lands  belonging  to  this  state  be  and  are  hereby  granted 
to  the  trustees  of  the  Pittsburg  Academy,  to  have  and  to  hold 
the  same  to  them  and  their  successors  forever. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  facilitate  the  locating, 
setting  out  and  surveying  the  said  lands  for  the  said  trustees 
and  securing  them  to  the  use  of  the  said  academy. 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That 
upon  the  application  of  the  said  trustees  or  of  any  person  duly 
authorized  by  them  to  the  secretary  of  the  land  office  of  this 
state,  he  shall  grant  and  issue  and  is  hereby  required  to  grant 
and  issue  such  and  so  many  warrants  to  be  directed  to  the  sur- 
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veyor  general  of  the  state  requiring  him  to  Bnrvey  or  cause  fo 
be  surveyed  for  the  trustees  of  [the]  Pittsburg  Academy  such 
and  so  many  tracts  of  land  with  such  number  of  acres  in  each 
warrant  as  shall  be  applied  for  at  each  and  every  time  of  appli- 
cation in  such  places  not  already  appropriated  by  acts  of  gen- 
eral assembly  of  the  state  to  particular  uses  nor  before  located 
or  surveyed  by  or  for  private  persons,  as  shall  in  the  whole 
amount  to  the  said  quantity  of  five  thousand  acres  and  the 
usual  allowance  and  no  more  and  that  the  surveyor-general 
shall  receive  and  enter  all  such  warrants  in  his  office  and  issue 
copies  thereof  directed  to  his  deputies  in  the  different  districts 
and  counties  within  this  state  and  the  said  deputies  shall  exe- 
cute the  same  and  make  returns  thereof  and  thereupon  such 
proceedings  shall  be  had  and  patents  or  grants  of  confirmation 
for  the  same  shall  be  granted  and  issued  to  the  trustees  of  the 
said  academy  in  the  same  manner  and  form  and  having  the 
like  effect  as  the  like  proceedings  and  patents  have  been  and 
are  conducted  and  located  in  case  of  private  persons  making 
application  for  and  taking  up  lands  under  the  laws  of  the  state 
in  such  case  made  and  provided. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  the  tract  and 
tracts  of  land  hereby  directed  to  be  surveyed  for  the  use  of  the 
said  school  shall  be  done  at  the  charge  of  the  state  and  the  su- 
preme executive  council  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered 
to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  pay  and  defray 
all  the  charges  arising  thereon. 

Passed  September  10, 1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  S21,  etc 


CHAPTER  MCCCIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  GERMAN  LUTHBRN  CONGRBGATION 
IN  THE  BOROUGH  OF  READING  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP  BERKS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  members  of  the  German  Luth- 
eran congregation  in  the  borough  of  Beading  in  the  county  of 
Berks,  have  at  a  very  considerable  expense  erected  one  church 
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and  one  school  house  in  said  borough  and  divers  of  the  members 
of  the  said  congregation  have  prayed  that  some  persons 
amongst  them  may  be  incorporated  for  the  community  that  they 
may  receive  and  hold  grants  of  lands  and  chattels  thereby  to 
enable  said  congregation  to  erect  and  repair  public  buildings 
for  the  worship  of  God,  for  school  houses  and  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  ministry  and  that  the  same  as  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  may  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  suit  touching  tile 
premises  and  to  have  perpetual  succession: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  right  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
constitution  of  this  commonwealth  that  the  prayer  of  said  peti- 
tion be  granted. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  Henry  Hahn,  the  elder, 
Michael  Krause  and  Christian  Merkel,  trustees,  Jacob  ZoU, 
John  Strohecker  and  Michael  Bush,  elders,  Matthias  Babb, 
Henry  Spengler,  Christopher  Rightmeyer,  Jacob  Leitheuser, 
John  Shoemaker  and  Henry  Hahn,  the  younger.  Deacons  of 
said  [German]  Lutheran  Congregation  above  mentioned  in  the 
county  aforesaid  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  nomin- 
ated in  their  place  and  stead,  be  and  they  are  hereby  made  and 
constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in  law  and  in  fact 
to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  *'The 
Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  German  Luthem  Congrega- 
tion in  the  Borough  of  Reading  in  the  County  of  Berks." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforeMiid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  to  purchase,  take, 
hold  and  enjoy  any  messuages  or  tenements,  houses,  buildings, 
lands,  rents,  annuities  or  any  other  hereditaments  in  fee  simple 
and  forever  or  for  term  of  life  or  lives  or  in  any  other  manner 
so  as  the  same  exceed  not  at  any  time  the  clear  yearly  value  or 
income  of  five  hundred  pounds  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania 
to  be  taken  and  esteemed  excluMve  of  the  moneys  arising  from 
the  letting  of  the  pews  and  the  contributions  belonging  to  said 
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church  and  also  exclusive  from  the  moneys  arising  from  the 
opening  of  the  ground  or  burials,  and  further  that  the  said  cor- 
poration may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  or 
any  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  chattels  that  shall  be  given 
or  bequeathed  to  them  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
or  corporate  capable  to  make  a  bequest  or  gift  thereof  and  also 
that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  shall  and  may 
give  grant,  demise  or  otherwise  dispose  of  all  or  any  of  the 
messuages  or  tenements,  houses,  buildings,  lands^  rents,  annui- 
ties or  any  other  hereditaments  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet  (ex- 
cepting the  site  of  the  house  of  public  worship,  burial  ground 
or  grounds,  parsonage  houses,  school  house  or  houses)  for  re- 
pairing or  rebuilding  the  house  of  public  worship,  parsonage 
house  or  school  house  aforementioned  and  not  otherwise. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P  .L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  making 
sale  or  disposition  of  any  part  or  parcel  of  the  real  estate  of 
the  said  coi'poration,  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  the  major 
part  of  the  regular  members  of  said  congregation  who  shall 
have  Leen  enrolled  as  stated  worshippers  with  said  church  for 
not  less  than  the  space  of  one  year  shall  be  had  and  obtained. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  every  such  lands,  tene- 
ments, hereditaments,  money,  goods  and  chattels,  which  at  any 
time  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  act  have  been  or  shall 
be  devised,  given  or  granted  to  the  church  above  named  in  the 
said  town  (now  borough)  of  Reading  or  to  any  person  or  persons 
in  trust  for  them,  shall  be  and  remain  in  the  i)eaceable  and  quiet 
possession  of  the  corporation  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  such  devise  or  devises,  gift  or  gifts,  grant  or  grants. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  cori)oration  and  their 
successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation  in  the  Borough  of  Read- 
ing in  the  County  of  Berks"  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to 
sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts, 
before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices  in  all  and  all  man- 
ner of  suits,  complaints,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  what- 
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soever  kind,  nature  and  form  they  may  be  in  as  full  and  ef- 
fectual a  manner  as  any  other  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic 
and  corporate  in  this  commonwealth  may  or  can  do. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have 
and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  devise  or  devises  and  in- 
scriptions as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break, 
alter  or  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees,  elders 
and  deacons  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  wi£h 
the  concurrence  of  their  pastor  or  minister  for  the  time  being,  be 
authorized  and  empowered  from  time  to  time  to  make  rules, 
by-laws  and  ordinances  and  to  do  everything  needful  for  the 
government  and  support  of  the  secular  affairs  of  said  church. 
Provided  always,  That  the  said  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances 
be  consonant  to  the  usages  and  customs  of  said  church  and  not 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation 
shall  consist  of  thirteen  members,  namely,  the  parson  or  minis- 
ter for  the  time  being,  three  trustees,  three  elders  and  six  dea- 
cons, called  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  "Trustees  [Elders] 
and  Deacons  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation  in  the  Bor- 
ough of  Reading  in  the  County  of  Berks,"  and  who  shall  be 
chosen  by  a  majority  of  such  members  of  said  congregation  as 
have  a  right  to  vote  therein  according  to  the  enrollment  as 
stated  worshippers  as  aforementioned. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  Henry  Hahn,  the  elder, 
Michael  Krause  and  Christian  Merkel,  the  present  trustee, 
Jacob  Zoll,  John  Strohecker  and  Michael  Bush,  the  present 
elders,  Matthias  Babb,  Henry  Spengler,  Christopher  Right- 
meyer,  Jacob  Lietheuser,  John  Shoemaker  and  Henry  Hahn, 
the  younger,  the  present  deacons,  hereby  incorporated,  shall  be 
and  continue  as  aforesaid  until  they  be  removed  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say,  one-third  part  in  number  of  each  of  them 
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shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointments  determine 
on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  April  which  will  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight, 
ui)on  which  day  a  new  election  shall  be  had  and  held  for  so 
many  others  in  their  stead  and  place  by  a  majority  met  and 
qualified  agreeable  to  the  purport,  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  this  act  to  vote  and  elect  as  aforesaid.  And  on  the  first 
Monday  in  the  month  of  April  in  the  year  following  the  second 
third  part  in  number  of  each  of  the  said  trustees,  elders  and  dea- 
cons herein  named  shall  in  like  manner  cease  and  discontinue 
and  their  appointment  determine  and  a  new  election  to  be  had 
and  held  of  so  many  others  in  their  place  and  stead  and  in  like 
manner  on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  April  in  the  year 
then  next  following  the  last  third  part  of  each  of  the  said  trus- 
tees, elders  and  deacons  shall  in  like  manner  cease  and  discon- 
tinue and  their  appointments  determine  and  a  new  election  of 
said  appointments  to  be  had  and  held  in  manner  aforesaid  on 
the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  April  in  each  and  every  year 
forever  so  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  or  continue  a  trus- 
tee, elder  or  deacon  of  said  church  for  any  longer  time  than 
three  years  together  if  not  re-elected. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  case  of  death  or  a  removal  of 
the  parson  or  minister  of  said  congregation,  and  until  another 
parson  or  minister  shall  be  duly  appointed  and  approved  for 
said  congregation  agreeable  to  former  customs,  methods  and 
usage,  they,  the  said  trustees,  elders  and  deacons,  shall  have 
the  same  powers  and  authorities  as  are  herein  vested  in  the 
whole  corporation,  or  in  case  of  death,  refusal  or  removal  of 
one  or  more  of  the  trustees,  elders  or  deacons,  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  at  any  time  whenever  the  same  shall  happen,  have 
power  to  elect,  appoint  and  choose  any  other  trustee  or  trus- 
tees, elder  or  elders,  deacon  or  deacons,  as  the  case  may  be  and 
the  person  or  persons  so  nominated  and  appointed  to  continue 
in  said  office  for  and  during  the  time  the  person  or  persons  he 
or  they  were  elected  for  should  or  could  have  remained  and  con- 
tinued and  no  longer. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)    Provided  always,  That  the 
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persons  belonging  to  the  said  church  who  are  in  and  by  this 
act  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  shall  and  may  be  at  lib- 
erty to  re-elect  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees^  elders  or  dea- 
cons whose  time  shall  have  expired  on  the  day  of  the  annual 
election  whenever  and  so  often  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

Passed  September  10,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  322»  etc. 


CHAPTER  MC50CIV. 


AN  ACT  [FOR]  GRANTING  UNTO  GEORGE  WALL,  JUNIOR,  THE  SOLE 
AND  EXCLUSIVE  PRIVILEGE  OF  MAKING  AND  VENDING  A  MATHE- 
MATICAL INSTRUMENT  BY  HIM  INVENTED  FOR  THE  TERM  OF 
TWENTY-ONE  YEARS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  George  Wall,  Junior,  of  the 
county  of  Bucks  hath  represented  to  this  house  by  his  petition 
that  he  hath  invented  and  constructed  a  mathematical  instru- 
ment which  is  adapted  to  the  measurement  of  angles  both  hori- 
zontal and  vertical,  and  also  giving  the  instrumental  solution 
of  all  cases  in  plain  trigonometry,  and  that  the  said  instrument 
will  be  of  great  utility  in  many  arts,  especially  in  surveying,  on 
account  of  its  size  and  portability  and  answering  many  more 
purposes  that  any  other  instrument  is  designed  to  do,  and  to 
the  said  petition  is  annexed  the  certificates  of  sundry  persons 
of  competent  judgment  who  have  given  their  opinions  that  the 
said  instrument  may  be  considered  a  valuable  invention  and 
that  it  will  be  more  extensively  useful  than  any  extant: 

And  whereas  it  is  esteemed  consistent  with  the  honor  of  this 
state  to  reward  the  inventors  of  useful  improvementa 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of 
this  act  the  said  Oeorge  Wall,  his  executors^  administrators 
and  assigns^  shall  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege  of  con- 
structing,  making  and  vending  said  inatrument  called  Wall's 
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triganometer,  together  with  the  improvements  that  he  may 
hereafter  put  to  the  same^  during  the  term  of  twenty-one  years^ 
to  commence  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  on  the  like 
form  or  principles  on  which  the  said  instrument  called  WalPs 
trigonometer  is  or  may  be  constructed  by  the  said  Wall,  and 
that  no  other  person  whatsoever  without  the  consent  in  writing 
first  obtained  of  the  said  George  Wall,  shall  construct,  make 
or  vend  the  said  instrument,  and  that  all  and  every  such  instru- 
'ment  constructed,  made  or  used  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
commonwealth  by  any  other  person  without  the  consent  of  the 
said  George  Wall  obtained  in  manner  above  described,  his  exe- 
cutors, administrators,  or  assigns,  are  hereby  declared  to  for- 
feited to  and  become  the  absolute  property  of  the  said  George 
Wall,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  together  with 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  current  money  of  said  common- 
wealth unto  the  said  George  Wall,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  recov- 
erable in  the  county  where  the  offence  was  committed  in  the 
usual  way  of  recovering  debts. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  such  persons  as  may  either 
vend,  purchase  or  use  such  instruments  made  out  of  this  state, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  pounds  money  afore- 
said for  every  such  instrument  so  obtained  unto  the  said  George 
Wall,  in  his  heirs  or  assigns,  recoverable  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Passed  September  10,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  319,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCXX5V. 


AN  ACT  TO  CONFIRM  AND  AMEND  THE  CHARTER  OP  INCORPORATION 
OP  THE  UNITED  SWEDISH  LUTHERAN  CHURCHES  OF  WICACOA, 
KINGSESSING  AND  UPPER  MERION,  CALLED  GLORIA  DEI,  SAINT 
JAMES'  AND  CHRIST  CHURCH. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn, 
Esqu:res,  late  proprietaries  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania 
(now  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania)  by  their  letters  patent, 
dated  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  aeyeil 
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hundred  and  sixty-four,  under  the  great  seal  of  the  then  pro- 
vince did  grant  a  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  United  Swed- 
ish Lutheran  Churches  of  Wicacoa,  Kingsessing  and  Upper  Mer- 
ion  by  the  name  and  title  of  "The  United  Swedish  Lutheran 
Churches  of  Wicacoa,  Kingsessing  and  Upper  Merion,  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  and  province  aforesaid:" 

And  whereas  the  present  rector,  church  wardens  and  vestry- 
men of  the  said  united  churches,  viz:  The  Reverend  Nicholas 
Colleen,  rector,  Reynold  Keen,  John  Stille,  Matthew  Jones,  and 
Samuel  Holstein,  wardens,  Samuel  Wheeler,  Hugh  Dehaven, 
Joseph  Blewer,  William  Jones,  George  Ord,  Paul  Beck,  junior, 
Charles  Justice,  senior,  Lawrence  Justice,  Andrew  Boon,  sen- 
ior, Andrew  Boon,  junior,  John  Robinson,  Andrew  Coxe, 
Andrew  Longacre,  Ezekiel  Rambo,  Peter  Rambo  and  Lindsay 
Coates,  vestrymen,  or  a  majority  of  them,  by  their  petition  to 
this  house  have  prayed  that  the  said  charter  may  be  confirmed 
by  act  of  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth  and  such  altera- 
tions, additions  and  amendments  made  as  well  for  the  future 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  said  united  churches,  as  also  to 
render  the  same  conformable  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
this  commonwealth: 

And  whereas  this  house  have  thought  it  expedient  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petitioners. 

[Section  L]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  every  matter,  clause,  section  and 
article  granted  and  contained  in  the  aforesaid  charter  (except 
such  parts  as  are  hereafter  repealed,  made  null  and  void)  are 
hereby  ratified,  confirmed' and  made  good  in  law  to  the  before 
mentioned  rector,  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  of  the  said 
United  Churches  of  Wicacoa,  Kingsessing  and  Upper  Merion 
and  their  successors  duly  chosen  and  nominated  forever. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  rector,  church  wardens  and 
vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  the  name  before  mentioned, 
or  a  majority  of  them  met  from  time  to  time,  shall  have  power 
and  authority  to  make  rules,  by-laws  and  ordinances  and  to  do 
32— XH 
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everything  needful  to  the  good  government  and  support  of  the 
said  churches.  Provided  always,  That  the  rules,  by-laws  and 
ordinances  so  made  be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  of  this 
commonwealth  and  the  laws  thereof  now  in  force  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  enacted. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  rector,  church  wardens  and 
vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  the  name  before  mentioned 
shall  be  able  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded 
before  any  judge,  judges  or  justices  of  any  court  of  record  within 
this  commonwealth  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints, 
pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever  nature 
kind  or  form  they  be,  and  all  and  every  other  matter  and  thing 
to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or 
persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate  within  this  commonwealth 
can,  might  or  may  do. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  represented  to  this 
house,  that  the  Swedish  language  is  almost  extinct  and  in  con- 
sequence thereof  the  mission  from  Sweden  may  probably  cease 
to  be  continued  according  to  the  ancient  custom  and  usage  in 
that  case,  and  not  otherwise,  the  church  wardens  and  vestry- 
men of  the  said  united  churches  for  the  time  being  shall  con- 
vene together  the  congregations  of  the  said  United  Churches 
of  Wicocoa,  Kingsessing  and  Upper  Merion,  by  notice  given 
in  one  or  more  of  the  public  newspapers  of  this  city  for  at  least 
three  weeks  successively,  and  a  majority  of  the  said  congr^a- 
tion  so  met  (who  are  descendants  of  or  intermarried  with  the 
descendants  of  those  ancient  Swedes  whose  names  are  upon 
record  in  the  church  books  of  Wicacoa  as  donors  to  or  pur- 
chasers of  the  lands  now  held  and  belonging  to  the  said  church, 
and  who  have  heretofore  attached  themselves  as  members  of 
the  said  united  churches  by  serving  in  the  office  of  vestrymen 
or  attending  divine  service  either  by  themselves  or  families) 
together  with  a  majority  of  the  church  wardens  and  vestrymen 
shall  establish  some  rule  or  regulations  for  the  future  chcMce 
or  election  of  a  rector  and  other  minister  or  ministers  to  supply 
the  said  churches.  Provided  always.  That  such  rector  and 
other  ministers  shall  be  in  the  ministry  of  the  Lutheran  or 
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Episcopal  churcheB  and  hold  their  faith  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
same. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  the  particular  desire 
of  the  present  members  of  the  said  united  churches  to  increase 
their  number  of  members  in  the  said  congregations. 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
any  person  a  native  of  Sweden  who  shall  or  heretofore  has 
emigrated  into  this,  and  has  legally  become  a  citizen  of  this 
commonwealth  and  is  desirous  of  becoming  a  member  of  each 
or  either  of  the  said  churches,  such  person  of  good  character 
upon  application  to  the  vestry  at  least  six  months  before  the 
day  of  election  for  vestrymen  shall  be  voted  for  as  a  member  on 
the  same  day  the  election  for  vestrymen  is  held  and  if  duly 
chosen  by  the  congregation  of  said  churches  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  the  present  members  of 
the  said  churches  now  enjoy. 

[Section  V.]  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  so  much  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  before  recited  charter 
as  is  supplied  by  the  third  section  of  this  act,  and  so  much  of 
the  seventh  section  of  the  before  recited  charter  as  is  also  sup- 
plied by  the  fourth  section  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed,  made 
null  and  void  and  of  no  effect  whatsoever. 

Passed  September  10,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  264»  etc. 


600  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1787 


CHAPTER  MCCJOVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  THE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  TO  LAY 
OUT  A  TOWN  AND  OTHERWISE  TO  APPORTION  THE  LANDS  CON- 
TAINED IN  THE  TRACT  OF  LAND  RESERVED  TO  THE  USB  OF  THE 
STATE  BY  THE  ACT.  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  CESl- 
TAIN  LANDS  THEREIN  MENTIONED  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  RE- 
DEEMING AND  PAYING  OFF  THE  CERTIFICATES  OF  DEPRECIATION 
GIVEN  TO  THE  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANLA 
LINE  OR  THEIR  REPRESENTATIVES  AND  FOR  APPROPRIATING 
CERTAIN  OTHER  LANDS  THEREIN  MENTIONED  FOR  THE  USB  OF 
THE  SAID  OFFICERS  AND  SOLDIERS  TO  BE  DIVIDED  OFF  TO  THEM 
SEVERALLY  AT  THE  END  OF  THE  WAR."  i 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  act  of  assembly  passed 
the  twelfth  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming 
and  paying  off  the  certificates  of  depreciation  given  to  the  of- 
ficers and  solidiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  and  for  other  pur- 
poses in  the  said  act  mentioned,  a  certain  tract  of  land  was  re- 
served to  the  use  of  the  state  "containing  (as  in  the  said  act  is 
expressed)  three  thousand  acres  in  an  oblong  of  not  less  than 
one  mile  in  depth  from  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers  and  ex- 
tending up  and  down  the  said  rivers  from  opposite  Fort  Pitt 
so  far  as  may  be  necessary  to  include  the  same:" 

And  whereas  it  appears  that  a  sale  of  the  said  tract  if  laid 
out  and  disposed  of  to  the  best  advantage  will  furnish  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  towards  discharging  the  debts  due  by 
this  state: 

Therefore  to  attain  the  said  end  in  the  most  serviceable  man- 
ner to  the  state: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  president  or  vice-president  in 
council  are  hereby  empowered  to  cause  to  be  laid  out  and  sur- 
veyed a  town  in  lots  with  a  competent  and  suitable  number  of 

1  Passed  March  12,  1783.    Chapter  1007. 
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out  lots  for  the  accommodation  thereof  in  the  said  tract  and  to 
cause  to  be  laid  out  and  surveyed  the  residue  of  the  said  tract 
in  lots,  which  last  mentioned  lots  shall  not  be  less  than  one 
acre  nor  more  than  ten  acres  each. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  upon  the  return  of  such  sur- 
veys, which  are  hereby  directed  to  be  made  to  the  president  or 
vice-president  in  council  they  shall  and  are  hereby  authorized 
to  sell  the  whole  of  the  said  lots  as  they  shall  think  most  to 
the  advantage  of  the  state  and  to  convey  the  same. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  president 
or  vice-president  in  council  shall  reserve  out  of  the  lots  of  the 
said  town  for  the  use  of  the  state,  so  much  land  as  they  shall 
deem  necessary  for  a  court  house,  gaol  and  market  house,  for 
places  of  public  worship  and  for  burying  the  dead  and  without 
the  said  town  one  hundred  acres  for  a  common  of  pasture,  and 
the  streets,  lands  and  alleys  of  the  said  town  and  out  lots  shall 
be  common  highways  forever  and  that  the  sale  of  the  said  lots 
and  out  lots  herein  mentioned  or  of  any  of  the  said  lots  or  out 
lots  shall  be  made  in  the  town  of.  Pittsburg  or  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  at  the  discretion  of  the  council  and  previous  to 
the  sale  or  sales  at  either  place,  notice  shall  be  given  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  said  city  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  also 
in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette  of  such  sale  at  least  sixty  days  pre- 
vious to  such  sale  or  sales. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted' 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  president  or  vice-president 
in  council  is  hereby  empowered  to  draw  an  order  or  orders  on 
the  treasurer  of  this  state  to  defray  the  cost  and  charges  of  • 
surveying,  advertising  and  selling  the  lands  aforesaid,  to  be 
paid  by  the  treasurer  out  of  the  unappropriated  public  moneys 
in  his  hands. 

Passed  September  11,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  317,  etc 
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CHAPTER  MOCCVIL 


AN  ACT  TO  REPEAL  PART  OF  THE  ACT,  ENTITL.ED  "AN  ACT  TO  RE- 
GULATE THE  GENERAL  ELECTIONS  OF  THIS  COMMONWEALTH  AND 
TO  PREVENT  FRAUDS  THEREIN"!  AND  TO  AMEND  AND  ALTER  THE 
"ACT  FOR  THE  BETTER  REGULATION  OF  JURIES."  2 

(Section  1.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  thirty-fifth  section  of  the 
act  entitled,  "An  sjct  to  regulate  the  general  elections  of  this 
commonwealth  and  to  prevent  frauds  therein,'-  the  sum  of  eight 
shillings  and  four  pence  per  diem  is  directed  to  be  paid  by  the 
county  treasurer  to  the  judges,  inspectors  and  clerks  respective- 
ly while  employed  in  the  duties  required  of  them  by  the  said  act, 
which  allowance  is  thought  to  be  altogether  an  unnecessary 
expense: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  section  be  and 
the  same  hereby  is  repealed,  annulled  and  made  void. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  daily  allowance  made 
by  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
better  regulation  of  juries,"  is  though  unnecessary: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  said  act  be  and  the  same 
is  hereby  repealed,  annulled  and  made  void. 

Passed  September  13,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  311,  etc. 


CHAPTER  M(3C50VIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  UPPER  PRESBYTERIAN  CONGREGA- 
TION OF  MARSH  CREEK  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  YORK. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)     Whereas  the  members  of  the  Upper  Ppe»by- 
terian  Church  of  Marsh  Creek  in  the  county  of  York  have 

1  Chapter  1176. 
a  Chapter  1130. 


1787]  •  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  BOft 

prayed  that  their  said  church  may  be  incorporated  and  by  law 
enabled  as  a  body  corporate  and  politic  to  receive  and  hold 
such  charitable  donations  and  bequests  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  made  to  their  society,  and  vested  with  such  powers 
and  privileges  as  are  enjoyed  by  the  religious  societies  who  are 
incorporated  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  apd  right,  and  also  agreeable  to  the 
true  spirit  of  the  constitution,  that* the  prayer  of  the  said  peti- 
tion be  granted: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  David  McClellan,  John 
Hosac,  James  Johnston,  Quintain  Armstrong,  Michael  Kincaid, 
William  McPherson,  Joshua  Kussell,  William  McClellan  and 
John  Boss  and  their  successors  duly  elected  and  appointed  in 
such  manner  and  form  as  hereinafter  is  directed  be  and  they 
are  hereby  made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body 
politic  in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the 
name,  style  and  title  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Upper  Presbyter- 
ion  Church  of  Marsh  Creek  in  the  county  of  York." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take, 
receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  which  at  any 
time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted,  bargained,  sold, 
enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  conveyed  to  the  said 
Upper  Presbyterian  Church  of  Marsh  Creek  in  the  County  of 
York,  or  to  the  religious  congregation  worshipping  therein 
now  under  the  pastoral  charge  and  care  of  the  Beverend  John 
Black,  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  their  use  or  in  trust 
for  them  and  the  same  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liber- 
ties, franchises  and  other  hereditaments  are  hereby  vested 
and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors 
forever,  according  to  their  original  use  and  intention.  An* 
the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared 
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• 
to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein 
as  in  any  by  the  resi>ective  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments, 
releases,  devises  or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared, 
limited  or  expressed,  as  also  that  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  aforesaid  at  all  times  hereafter  shall  be  cap- 
able and  able  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take,  hold,  and  enjoy 
in  fee  simple  or  of  any  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands,  tene- 
ments, [rents,]  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  here- 
ditaments by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoff- 
ment, release  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons, 
bodies  i>olitic  and  corporate  capable  and  able  to  make  the 
same,  and  further  that  the  said  corporation  may  take  and 
receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any  manner  or  portion 
of  goods  and  chattels  that  have  or  shall  be  given  or  bequeathed 
to  them  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  and  corporate 
capable  to  make  a  bequest  or  gift  thereof,  such  money,  goods 
and  chattels  to  be  laid  out  by  them  in  a  purchase  or  purchases 
of  lands,  tenements,  messuages,  houses^  rents,  annuities,  or 
hereditaments  to  them  and  their  successors  forever,  or  the 
money  lent  on  interest  or  otherwise  disposed  of  according  to 
the  true  intention  of  the  donors. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents,  profits  and 
interests  of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  aforesaid 
church  and  corporation  and  so  much  of  the  capital  as  shall  be 
found  necessary  shall  by  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors 
from  time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid  out  for  the  maintenance 
and  support  of  the  pastor  of  said  church,  for  maintaining  and 
repairing  their  house  of  public  worship,  lots  of  ground,  parson- 
age house  and  other  buildings  which  now  do  or  hereafter  shall 
belong  to  the  said  church  and  corporation  and  such  pious  and 
charitable  uses  as  shall  be  agreed  on  and  determined  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  said  church  met  together  on  due 
notice  to  give  their  free  vote  and  consent  in  such  case. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  when  and  as  often  as  it  may 
become  necessary  to  rebuild,  enlarge  or  otherwise  alter  or 
repair  the  house  of  public  worship  or  any  other  building  be- 
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longing  to  the  said  church  and  corporation  or  to  erect  any 
new  buildings  or  to  make  any  new  purchases  for  the  use  of  the 
said  congregation,  then  and  in  such  case  it  may  be  lawful  for 
the  aforesaid  trustees  and  their  successors  to  make  sale  of  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  such  part  or  parcel  of  the  said  estate  real 
or  personal  as  a  majority  of  the  regular  members  of  said  con- 
gregation duly  called  and  met  together  shall  by  their  votes 
direct,  the  money  arising  from  such  sale  or  disposal  to  be  laid 
out  and  applied  agreeably  to  the  vote  of  the  aforesaid  majority. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  theii^ 
successors  shall  not  by  any  deed,  fine  or  recovery  or  by  any 
other  ways  or  means,  grant,  alien  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any 
manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments  in  them 
of  their  successors  vested  or  hereafter  to  be  vested,  nor  charge 
nor  encumber  the  same  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  congregation,  who  shall  have  met  together 
on  due  notice  having  been  previously  and  publicly  given  for 
that  purpose. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and 
their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  met  from  time  to  time, 
after  public  intimation  given  the  preceeding  Lord's  day  com- 
monly called  Sunday  from  the  desk  or  pulpit  of  the  said  church 
immediately  after  divine  service  before  the  congregation  are 
dismissed,  or  after  regular  notice  in  writing  left  at  the  house 
of  each  trustee  and  the  particular  business  inserted  therein 
at  least  one  week  before,  be  authorized  and  empowered  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  make  by-laws 
and  ordinances,  to  manage  the  collection  and  payment  of  the 
minister's  stipend  and  to  do  everything  needful  for  the  good 
government  and  support  of  the  secular  affairs  of  the  said 
church. 

(Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always.  That  the  said  by- 
laws, rules  and  ordinances  or  any  of  them  be  not  repugnant  to 
the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  and  that  all  their  proceedings 
be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  in  a  church  book  to  be  kept 


506  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  [1787 

for  that  purpose  and  also  tjiat  the  said  tmstees  and  their 
successors  by  a  majority  of  votes  of  any  five  or  more  of  them 
when  met  as  aforesaid  after  such  intimation  or  notice  as 
aforesaid  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  elect  and  appoint 
from  among  themselves  a  president  and  also  to  elect  and  ap- 
point from  among  themselves  or  others  a  treasurer  and  secre- 
tary and  the  same  president,  treasurer  and  secretary  or  any 
of  them  at  their  pleasure  to  remove,  change,  alter  or  con- 
tinue as  to  them  or  a  majority  of  any  five  or  more  of  them  so 
met  as  aforesaid  from  time  to  time  shall  seem  to  be  most  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  church  and  corporation. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  make^ 
have  and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  and  inscrip- 
tion as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same  to  break,  alter 
and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  and 
their  successors  by  the  name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Upper 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Marsh  Creek  in  the  County  of  York,'' 
shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and 
be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts  before  any  judge  or  judges, 
justice  of  justices  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  complaints, 
pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of  whatsoever  nature,  kind, 
or  form  they  be  and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein  to 
do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person  or 
persons,  body  politic  or  corporate  within  this  commonwealth 
may  or  can  do. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation 
shall  always  consist  of  nine  members  called  and  known  by  the 
name  of  "The  Trustees  of  the  Upper  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Marsh  Creek,  in  the  County  of  York,"  and  the  said  members 
shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  chosen  by  ballot  by  a  majority 
of  such  members  met  together  of  the  said  congregation  as  are 
stated  worshippers  with  the  said  church  for  not  less  than  the 
space  of  one  year  and  have  paid  the  sum  of  seven  shiliings 
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and  sixpence  yearly  towards  the  support  of  the  said  church 
and  shall  not  at  any  time  of  voting  be  more  than  one  year  in 
arrears  for  the  same. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  David  McC?lel- 
lan,  John  Hosac,  James  Johnston,  Quintain  Armstrong,  Michael 
Kincaid,  William  McPherson,  Joshua  Russell,  William  Mc- 
Clellan,  and  John  Koss  the  first  and  present  trustees  hereby 
incorporated,  shall  be  and  continue  trustees  until  removed  in 
manner  following  (viz.)  one  third  part  in  [the]  number  of 
said  trustees  being  the  third  part  therein  first  mentioned  shall 
cease  and  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  on  the 
first  Monday  of  April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight;  and  the  second 
part  herein  mentioned  shall  cease  and  discontinue  and  their 
appointment  determine  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  which  will 
be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  and  in  like  manner  the  appointment  of  the  last 
third  part  shall  cease  and  determine  and  on  the  first  Monday  in 
April  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety,  on  which  days  in  each  of  the  aforemen- 
tioned years  respectively  new  elections  shall  be  held  of  other 
trustees  instead  of  those  whose  appointments  shall  have  ceased 
and  terminated,  which  manner  of  discontinuance,  determina- 
tion, new  appointment  or  election  shall  be  continued  on  the 
first  Monday  of  April  in  every  year  hereafter  forever,  so  that 
no  person  shall  be  or  continue  a  trustee  longer  than  three  years 
together  without  being  re-elected,  which  may  be  done  when- 
ever and  as  often  as  the  members  of  said  congregation  qualified 
to  vote  as  afore  described  shall  think  fit. 

(Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  whenever  any 
vacancy  shall  happen  by  the  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal 
of  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  trustees,  or  in  case  the  members 
of  the  said  church  shall  neglect  to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of 
April  in  any  year,  an  election  shall  be  held  within  the  space  of 
one  month  thereafter  and  some  fit  person  or  persons  chosen  and 
appointed  as  before  directed  to  supply  such  vacancy  and  the 
person  or  i)ersons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  as 
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a  trustee  or  trustees  aforesaid  so  long  without  a  new  election 
as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  and  stead  he  or  they 
shall  have  been  so  elected  as  aforesaid  would  or  might  have 
continued  and  remained,  and  no  longer,  and  that  in  all  ca^eB 
of  a  vacancy  happening  by  the  means  in  this  act  last  men- 
tioned, the  remaining  trustees  or  trustee  shall  be  empowered 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  electors  of  said  congregation  for  supply- 
ing the  said  vacancy  in  like  manner  as  hereinbefore  directed. 
Provided  also.  That  the  pastor  of  the  church  for  the  time  being 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote  equally  with  any  member  of  the  said 
church  or  congregation.  And  provided  also,  That  all  and  every 
person  or  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid  to  vote  and  elect  shall 
and  may  be  capable  and  able  to  be  elected  trustees  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  trustees  when  ad- 
mitted to  their  oflSce  shall  receive  into  their  hands  all  the  deeds, 
vouchers,  papers  or  accounts  relative  to  any  lands,  moneys, 
rents  or  effects  belonging  and  due  to  said  congregation  and 
shall  be  accountable  for  the  same  during  their  continuance  in 
oflSce. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  upon  the  day  of  the 
annual  election  of  trustees  or  within  one  month  thereaft^, 
three  men,  members  of  said  congregation,  shall  be  chosen  by  a 
majority  of  votes  of  the  electors  present  as  a  committee  of 
accounts  to  examine  the  conduct,  papers  and  accounts  of  the 
trustees  for  the  former  year,  and  if  this  committee  shall  find 
that  through  the  neglect  or  wilfull  mismanagement  of  the  said 
trustees  the  estate  of  the  corporation  hath  been  damaged,  the 
said  trustees  shall  indemnify  the  congregation  for  the  loss 
thereby  sustained  and  if  the  said  trustees  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  give  a  just  and  full  account  of  their  proceedings  in  every 
necessary  article  required  by  this  committee  within  the  space 
of  one  month  after  the  day  of  annual  election,  of  said  commit- 
tee, they  shall  be  subject  to  the  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds 
of  lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  use  of  said  corporation. 

Section  XIII.  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  clear 
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yearly  value  or  income  of  the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  annuities  or  other  hereditaments  and  real  estate 
of  the  said  corporation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  lawful  money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  taken 
and  esteemed  exclusive  of  the  money  arising  from  the  annual 
state  contributions  belonging  to  the  said  church,  which  said 
money  shall  be  received  by  the  trustees  and  disposed  of  by  them 
In  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

Passed  September  13,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  313,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MOCXJIX. 


AN  ACT   FOR  REUEF  OF  PAUL  HAUSMAN  AN   INSOLVENT  DEBTOR 
CONFINED  IN  THE  GAOL  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  Paul  Hausman  late  collector  of 
taxes  in  Manor  township  in  the  county  of  Lancaster  hath  by 
his  petition  set  forth  that  he  is  now  confined  in  the  gaol  of  the 
county  of  Lancaster  for  non-payment  of  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-four  pounds  two  shillings  and  two  pence  half 
I)enny,  being  a  balance  due  on  settlement  with  the  treasurer 
for  the  county  aforesaid  for  moneys  by  him  received  in  the  col- 
lection of  public  taxes,  and  which  by  reason  of  divers  mis- 
fortunes he  is  rendered  wholly  unable  to  pay,  and  hath  prayed 
that  he  may  be  discharged  from  further  confinement: 

And  whereas,  it  appears  to  this  house  that  t^  prayer  of  the 
said  petition  [er]  ought  to  be  granted. 

[Section  L]  (Section  11.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted 
and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Eepresentatives  of  the  Freemen 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  county  court 
of  common  pleas  in  and  for  the  county  of  Lancaster  be  and 
the  said  court  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  upon  the 
petition  of  the  said  Paul  Hausman  to  grant  him  relief,  with 
equal  and  like  effect  and  upon  like  terms  as  to  imprisonment 
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of  his  person  as  is  by  the  laws  of  this  state  given  to  insolvent 
debtors  in  cases  of  debt  by  them  owed  to  private  persons. 
Provided  always,  That  the  discharge  of  the  same  Paul  Hans- 
man  shall  not  extend  to  exonerate  the  county  of  Lancaster 
from  any  part  of  her  quota  of  taxes  or  assessments  due  to  this 
state  by  reason  of  the  default  of  the  said  Paul  Hausman  as 
collector  aforesaid. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  Paul  Hausman  shall 
before  the  said  court  of  common  pleas  or  elsewhere  in  applying 
for  and  obtaining  the  relief  aforesaid  be  guilty  of  any  wilfuU 
concealment  or  other  fraud  or  perjury  and  be  convicted  thereof, 
he  shall  be  liable  to  such  punishments  as  the  laws  for  the  relief 
of  insolvent  debtors  have  directed  in  like  cases. 

Passed  September  13,  17&7.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  SlO,  etc. 


CHAPTER  M(XCX. 


AN  ACT  TO  DIVIDE  WASHINGTON  COUNTY  INTO  ELECTION  DISTRICTS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  eighteenth  section  of  the 
constitution  it  is  provided  that  each  county  at  its  own  choice 
may  be  divided  into  districts  hold  elections  therein  and  elect 
their  representatives  in  the  county  and  their  other  elective 
oflScers,  and  as  a  division  of  the  county  of  Washington  would 
contribute  to  y^e  ease  and  convenience  of  the  good  citizens 
thereof  in  holding  their  annual  elections: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Bepresentatives  of  the  Freeman  of 
the  CJommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  ninth 
day  of  October  next  the  elections  of  the  county  of  Washington, 
which  is  divided  into  six  districts,  shall  be  held  in  six  places, 
to  wit:  the  freemen  of  the  county  within  the  following  bounds, 
beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Ten  Mile  creek  and  up  the  same 
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to  the  head  of  David  Gray's  branch  and  thence  to  the  nearest 
head  of  Wheeling  creek  and  down  said  creek  to  the  state  line, 
thence  along  said  line  to  the  Monongahela  river,  thence  down 
said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning,  being  the  first  district, 
shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  Jacob  Cline  on  Muddy  • 

creek,  the  freemen  of  the  following  bounds,  beginning  at  the 
mouth  of  Peter's  creek  and  up  the  same  to  the  head  of  the 
south  fork  thereof,  thence  along  the  dividing  ridge  which 
divides  the  waters  of  Monongahela  river  and  Chartier's  creek  to 
the  great  road  leading  from  Redstone  ferry  to  Washingtoii 
near  Martin  Dagger's,  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  David 
Enoch's  mill  on  the  north  fork  of  Ten  Mile  creek,  thence  by  a 
south  line  to  the  principal  south  fork  of  said  creek,  thence 
with  the  line  of  the  first  district  down  said  creek  to  Monoga- 
hela  river,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
being  the  second  district,  shall  hold  their  elections  at  Shas- 
bazer  Benley's  mill  on  Pidgeon  creek.  The  freeman  of  the  fol- 
lowing bounds,  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Montour's  run,  (Ohio 
river)  thence  up  said  run  to  the  principal  branch  thereof, 
thence  south,  (crossing  Robinson  run)  to  Miller's  run,  thence 
down  said  run  to  Chartier's  creek,  thence  by  a  straight  line  to 
the  head  of  the  principal  fork  of  Peter's  creek,  thence  with 
the  line  of  the  second  district  down  said  creek  to  Monongahela 
river  and  down  said  river  to  Ohio  river  and  down  said  river  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  being  the  third  district,  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Shaughan's,  in  said  district. 
The  freemen  of  the  following  bounds,  beginning  at  the  head  of 
Peter's  creek,  and  along  the  lines  of  the  second  district  to  the 
south  fork  of  Ten  Mile  creek,  thence  westerly  by  the  lines 
of  the  first  district  to  the  western  boundary  [line]  of  the  state, 
thence  north  to  Cross  creek,  thence  up  said  creek  to  Marshall's 
saw  mill,  thence  to  the  head  [thereof]  at  William  Campbell's, 
thence  along  the  dividing  ridge  to  Miller's  run,  thence  with 
said  run  to  Chartier's  creek,  thence  along  the  line  of  the  third 
district  to  the  place  of  beginning,  being  the  fourth  district, 
shall  hold  their  elections  at  the  court  house  in  the  town  of 
Washington.  The  freemen  of  the  following  bounds,  beginning 
at  the  mouth  of  Montour's  run,  thence  with  the  lines  of  the 
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third  district  to  Miller's  run  to  the  head  thereof,  thence  with 
the  line  of  the  fourth  district  and  to  the  nearest  place  on  said 
line  to  the  heads  of  Baccoon  creek,  from  thence  a  straight  line 
to  said  creek  and  down  the  same  to  Ohio  River,  thence  up  said 
♦  river  to  the  place  of  beginning,  being  the  fifth  district,  shall 

hold  their  elections  at  the  house  of  Joshua  Meek,  in  said  dis- 
trict. And  all  the  freemen  of  the  remainder  of  the  county  not 
included  in  the  before  mentioned  districts  shall  hold  their 
elections  at  the  house  of  George  Blazer,  on  the  waters  of  King's 
cree£«  ^ 

Passed  September  20,  1787.     Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  312,  etc 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  September  26,  1788,  Chapter  1360. 


C5HAPTEB  XCXX)XI. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  PART  OF  BBaOFORD  INTO  A  SEPARATE 

COUNTY. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  the 
general  assembly  of  this  state  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  part 
of  Bedford  county  which  lies  on  the  waters  of  the  Frankstown 
branch  of  Juniata,  the  lower  part  of  the  Raystown  branch  of 
the  same,  the  Standing  Stone  Valley,  part  of  Woodcock  Valley, 
the  waters  of  Aughwick  creek  and  other  the  northeasterly  parts 
of  the  said  county  of  Bedford  that  they  labor  under  great 
hardships  from  their  great  distance  from  the  present  seat  of 
justice  and  the  public  oflSces  for  the  said  county  now  in  the 
town  of  Bedford: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is 
hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  all  and  singular  the  lands 
lying  within  the  bounds  and  limits  hereinafter  described  and 
following  shall  be  and  are  hereby  erected  into  a  separate  county 
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by  the  name  of  Huntingdon  county:  namely,  beginning  in  the 
line  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  counties  where  the  new  state 
road  (by  some  called  Skinner's  road)  leading  from  Shippens- 
burg  to  Littleton  crosses  the  Tuscarora  mountain,  thence  in  a 
straight  course  or  line  to  the  gap  in  the  Shade  mountain  where 
the  road  formerly  called  Pott's  road  crosses  the  same  about  two 
miles  north  of  Littleton,  thence  by  a  straight  line  to  the  old 
Gap  in  Sideling  Hill  where  Sideling  Hill  creek  crosses  the 
mountain,  thence  in  a  straight  line  by  the  northerly  side  of 
Sebastian  Shoub's  mill  on  the  Eaystown  branch  of  Juniata, 
thence  on  a  straight  line  to  the  Elk  Gap,  in  Tussey's  moun- 
tain computed  to  be  about  nineteen  miles  above  or  southwest- 
erly of  the  town  of  Huntingdon  (formerly  called  the  Standing 
Stone)  and  from  the  said  Elk  Gap  in  a  straight  line  to  the  Gap 
at  Jacob  Steven's  mill  a  little  below  where  Woolrey's 
mill  formerly  stood,  in  Morrison's  cove,  thence  in  a  straight 
line  by  the  southerly  side  of  Blair's  mill  at  the  foot 
of  the  Allegheny  mountain,  thence  across  the  said  moun- 
tain in  a  straight  line  to  and  along  the  ridges  divid- 
ing the  waters  of  C5onemaugh  from  the  waters  of  Clearfield  and 
Chest  creeks  to  the  line  of  Westmoreland  county,  thence  by  the 
same  to  the  old  purchase  line  which  was  run  from  Kittanning 
to  the  west  branch  of  Susquehanna  river  and  along  the  said 
line  to  the  said  west  branch  and  down  the  same  to  the  mouth 
of  Moshannon  creek  and  along  the  remaining  lines  or  bound- 
aries which  now  divide  the  county  of  Bedford  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Northumberland,  Cumberland  and  Franklin,  to  the 
place  of  beginning. 

[Section  IL]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  county  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  have  and  enjoy  all  and 
singular  the  privileges  and  jurisdictions  which  the  inhabitants 
of  any  other  county  within  this  state  do,  may  or  ought  to  enjoy 
by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  state. 

[Section  III.]     (Section  IV.  P.  L.)    And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  justices  of  the  peace  com- 
missioned at  the  time  of  passing  this  act  and  residing  within 
the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  said  county  herein  and  hereby 
33— XII 
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erected  and  constituted,  shall  be  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
said  county  during  the  time  for  which  they  are  so  commissioned 
and  they,  or  any  three  of  them,  shall  and  may  hold  courts  of 
general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace,  and  the  justices  of  the 
common  pleas  in  like  manner  commissioned  and  residing  or 
any  three  of  them  shall  and  may  hold  courts  of  common  pleas 
in  the  said  county  during  the  time  for  which  they  are  as  afore- 
said so  commissioned,  and  the  said  courts  of  general  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  and  of  common  pleas  shall  have  all  and  sin- 
gular the  powers  and  authorities,  rights  and  jurisdictions  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  which  any  other  courts  of  general 
quarter  sessions  and  of  the  common  pleas  in  any  of  the  other 
counties  of  this  state  may,  can  or  ought  to  have  in  their  respec- 
tive counties,  which  courts  shall  sit  and  be  held  for  the  said 
county  of  Huntingdon  hereby  erected  on  the  first  Tuesday  in 
the  months  of  December,  March,  June  and  September,  at  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Ludwig  Sell  in  the  town  of  Hunting- 
don in  the  said  county  until  a  court  house  shall  be  built  as 
hereinafter  directed  for  the  said  county,  and  then  shall  be 
holden  and  kept  at  the  said  court  house  on  the  days  and  times 
before  mentioned. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  inhabitants  of  each 
township  in  the  said  county  qualified  by  law  to  elect  shall  at 
the  usual  places  in  the  respective  districts  as  heretofore  laid 
off  for  the  county  of  Bedford  and  which  may  now  fall  within 
the  county  hereby  erected,  that  is  to  say  in  the  town  of  Hunt- 
ingdon for  what  was  called  the  third  district  at  the  house  of 
George  Cluggage,  in  Shirley  township  for  the  fifth  district, 
and  at  the  house  of  David  Lowrey  in  Tyrone  township  for  the 
sixth  district  at  the  same  time  and  in  like  manner  as  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  townships  and  districts  of  other  counties  in  the 
state  meet  and  choose  justices  of  the  peace,  inspectors^  judges 
of  the  election  for  representatives  in  general  assembly,  a  coun- 
cillor and  other  elective  county  officers  agreeably  to  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  this  state  for  the  time  being. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  sheriff,  treasurers,  pro- 
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thonotariesy  collectors  of  excise  and  all  such,  other  officers  as 
have  heretofore  given  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
several  offices  in  the  other  counties  of  this  state,  and  who  shall 
hereafter  be  appointed  or  elected  in  the  said  county,  before 
they  or  any  of  them  shall  enter  upon  the  execution  of  their 
respective  offices,  duties  and  trusts,  shall  give  sufficient  security 
in  the  like  sums  and  in  the  like  manners  and  forms  and  for  the 
same  uses,  trusts  and  purposes  as  such  other  officers  and  i)er- 
sons  elected  and  appointed  for  the  like  offices,  duties  and  trusts 
are  obliged  by  lavsr  to  give  in  the  county  of  Bedford  for  the  time 
being. 

(Section  VII.  P  .L.)  And  whereas  by  the  act  to  appoint  a 
representation  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
several  counties  of  this  commonwealth  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  taxable  inhabitants  for  the  ensuing  seven  years,  the 
county  of  Bedford  is  entitled  to  choose  three  representatives 
in  the  general  assembly: 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  for  the  six  years  next  ensuing  the 
second  Tuesday  in  October  next  the  county  of  Bedford  as 
divided  from  the  county  of  Huntingdon  herein  and  hereby 
erected  shall  choose  only  two  representatives  to  serve  in  the 
general  assembly,  annually,  and  that  the  county  of  Hunting- 
don hereby  erected  shall  at  the  first  general  election  to  be 
holden  for  the  said  county,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October 
next  and  so  upon  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  in  every  of 
the  five  succeeding  yeai's  choose  one  representative  to  serve  in 
general  assembly,  one  councillor,  two  fit  persons  for  sheriffs, 
two  fit  persons  for  coroners,  and  three  commissioners  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  rules,  regulations  and  pen- 
alties as  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state  is  directed 
in  respect  to  other  counties,  and  the  said  representative,  coun- 
cillor, and  other  officers  when  chosen  as  aforesaid  and  duly 
qualified  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  and  singular  such  powers^ 
authorities  and  privileges  in  and  for  their  county  as  such 
officers  elected  in  and  for  any  other  county  in  this  state  may, 
can  or  ought  to  have. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)    And  whereas  the  petitioners  for  erecting 
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the  said  county  have  unanimously  represented  to  this  house 
that  the  town  of  Huntingdon  on  the  river  Juniata  is  a  proper 
and  central  place  for  the  seat  of  justice  of  the  said  county  and 
the  propfietor  of  the  said  town  at  the  desire  and  with  the 
approbation  of  the  inhabitants  and  owners  of  lots  and  build- 
ings in  the  same  hath  laid  off  and  set  apart  a  proper  and  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  grounds  for  the  site  of  a  court  house,  county 
gaol  and  prison  and  hath  engaged  to  give,  assure  and  convey 
the  same  to  the  commonwealth  in  trust  and  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  the  said  county,  provided  the  said  town  of  Hunting- 
don shall  be  fixed  upon  by  law  as  a  proper  place  for  the  seat 
of  justice  in  the  said  county: 

Therefore: 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Benjamin  Elliot,  Thomas  Dun- 
can Smith,  Ludwig  Sell,  George  Ashman  and  William  McElvey 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  trustees  for  the  said  county 
of  Huntingdon  and  they  or  any  three  of  them  shall  take  assur- 
ance of  and  for  the  lands  and  grounds  proposed  to  be  appro- 
priated as  aforesaid  in  the  said  town  of  Huntingdon  for  the 
site  of  a  court  house  and  county  gaol  or  prison  and  shall  take 
care  that  the  quantity  of  ground  so  to  be  appropriated  be 
sufficient  and  convenient  for  the  public  purposes  aforesaid  and 
as  little  detrimental  as  possible  to  the  proprietors  and  owners 
of  the  contiguous  lots  and  buildings,  which  assurance  and 
conveyance  of  the  grounds  as  aforesaid  the  said  trustees  or  any 
three  of  them  shall  take  in  the  name  of  the  commonwealth  in 
trust  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  county  of  Hunt- 
ingdon and  thereupon  erect  a  court  house  and  prison  sufficient 
to  accommodarte  the  public  service  of  the  said  county. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  commissioners  to 
be  elected  in  the  said  county  of  Huntingdon  shall  lay,  assess 
and  levy  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  two  hundred  pounds 
within  the  said  county  as  county  rates  and  levies  are  raised 
and  levied  to  ]>ay  for  the  building  and  finishing  the  said  court 
house  and  goal  and  the  money  so  raised  shall  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  uses  aforesaid  and  the  said 
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trustees  shall  from  time  to  time  render  a  true  and  faithful 
account  of  the  expenditures  of  the  same,  not  only  to  the  com- 
missioners but  to  the  grand  jury  and  other  officers  who  may  be 
appointed  by  lawful  authority  for  the  inspection,  adjustment 
and  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  said  county. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  justices  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  this  state  shall  have  the  like  powers,  jurisdiction 
and  authorities  within  said  county  of  Huntingdon  as  by  law 
they  are  vested  with  and  entitled  to  have  and  exercise  in  any 
other  county  or  counties  of  this  state  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  emjwwered  from  time  to  time  to  deliver  the 
gaol  of  the  said  county  of  capital  and  other  offenders  in  the 
same  manner  as  they  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  do  in 
any  other  counties  of  the  same. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  and 
be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  action 
or  suit  now  commenced  or  depending  in  the  county  of  Bedford 
or  which  shall  be  commenced  in  the  same  in  the  due  and  usual 
forms  of  law,  before  the  courts  of  the  said  county  of  Hunting- 
don hereby  erected  shall  be  opened  and  organized  according 
to  this  act,  and  the  course  of  the  laws  and  usage  of  the  state, 
shall  be  delayed,  discontinued  or  affected  by  this  act,  but  the 
same  shall  proceed  to  judgment  and  execution  shall  be  issued 
and  awarded  upon  all  such  judgments  by  the  sheriff  or  coroner 
of  the  said  county  of  Bedford  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  made, 
and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  the 
county  of  Bedford  aforesaid  for  carrying  on  and  obtaining  the 
effect  of  such  suit  to  issue  any  mesne,  judicial  or  other  process 
for  such  purpose  to  be  directed  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of 
the  said  county  of  Bedford,  which  sheriff  or  coroner  is  hereby 
commanded  to  obey  the  said  process  and  to  make  the  necessary 
and  usual  return  thereof  before  the  court  issuing  such  process 
as  if  the  party  or  parties  defendant  were  residing  in  the  same 
county. 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  such  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  third    and  sixth  districts  of  the  said  county  of  Bedford 
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as  shall  not  fall  within  the  lines  of  the  county  of  Huntingdon 
herein  and  hereby  erected  shall  give  their  votes  at  the  next 
and  succeeding  general  elections  for  the  [said]  county  of  Bed- 
ford, at  the  town  of  Bedford,  and  such -of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fifth  district  as  shall  not  fall  within  the  lines  of  said  county 
but  continue  within  the  county  of  Bedford  shall  vote  at  the 
house  of  William  Kemey  in  the  second  district  till  further 
provision  be  made  for  that  effect  according  to  law. 

Passed  September  20,  1787.  Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  329,  etc 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  2,  1789,  Chapter  1392; 
March  27,  1790,  Chapter  1497;  April  19,  1794,  Chapter  1753. 


CHAPTEE  MCXX5XII. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPORATE  THE  PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OP 
SAINT  JOHN  AT  YORKTOWN. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  rector,  churchwardens  and 
vestrymen  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at  Yorktown 
in  the  county  of  York,  have  by  their  petition  set  forth,  that  the 
members  of  the  said  Protestant  Episcopal  church  formerly  in 
communion  with  the  Church  of  England  had  erected  and  built 
a  convenient  church  on  a  lot  of  ground  in  Beaver  street  in  the 
said  town  and  that  they  had  nearly  finished  and  completed  a 
parsonage  house  and  a  large  and  extensive  school  house  upon 
the  square  on  Beaver  street  opposite  the  said  church,  and  that 
the  lot  upon  which  the  said  church  stands  and  the  ground  which 
has  been  occupied  as  a  burial  place  were  sometime  since  con- 
veyed or  granted  to  Joseph  Adlum  and  others  for  the  use  of 
the  said  church  and  that  as  well  the  said  lots  upon  which  the 
said  parsonage  house  and  school  house  stand  as  sundry  other 
lots  adjoining  or  near  them  have  been  conveyed  to  the  Rev- 
erend John  Campbell,  the  present  rector  of  the  said  church  and 
his  heirs,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  rector  and  churchwardens, 
and  vestry  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at  Yorktown  for 
the  time  being  and  their  successors  forever.      And  further 
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represented  that  the  said  congregation  are  already  subject  to 
many  inconveniences  and  embarrasments  in  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  said  church  and  school,  which  they  fear  will  in- 
crease unless  they  have  the  same  i>owers  and  privileges  con- 
ferred upon  them  as  are  enjoyed  by  other  religious  societies  and 
institutions  which  are  incorporated  in  this  state,  and  prayed 
that  they  may  be  incorporated  by  the  name  of  ''The  Rector, 
Churchwardens  and  Vestrymen  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  St.  John  at  Yorktown,"  and  by  law  enabled  as  a 
body  corporate  and  politic  to  hold  the  several  buildings,  lots, 
tenements,  hereditaments  and  premises  aforesaid  with  the  ap- 
purtenances and  also  be  enabled  in  their  corporate  capacity 
to  have,  receive,  take,  hold  and  enjoy,  and  dispose  of  the  usual 
quantity  of  property  allowed  to  other  churches  or  societies: 

And  whereas  it  is  just  and  proper  and  perfectly  consistent 
with  the  true  intent  and  spirit  of  the  constitution  that  the 
prayer  of  their  petition  be  granted: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  Y.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal rector  of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being,  Thomas  Hart- 
ley and  John  Clark,  the  present  Wardens,  and  William  Bailey, 
Henry  Miller,  Robert  Jones,  William  Johnston,  Garrett  Cavode, 
Joseph  Adluni,  Robert  Hammersley  and  George  Welsh,  present 
vestrymen  of  the  said  church,  and  their  successors  duly  elected 
and  nominated  in  their  place  and  stead,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
made  and  constituted  a  corporation  and  body  politic  in  law  and 
in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name  and  title  of 
"The  Rector,  Churchwardens  and  Vestrymen  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  at  Yorktown  in  the  County  of 
York,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation 
and  their  successors  by  the  name,  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall 
forever  hereafter  be  able  and  capable  in  law  as  well  to  take, 
receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner  of  messuages,  houses,  lands, 
lots,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  franchises  and  other  heredita- 
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ments  which  at  any  time  or  times  heretofore  have  been  granted, 
bargained,  sold,  enfeoffed,  released  devised  or  otherwise,  which 
were  conveyed  or  transferred  to  the  said  church  formerly  called 
the  English  Episcopal  CJhurch  at  Yorktown,  or  to  the  said  Rev- 
erend John  Campbell  or  to  any  other  person  or  persons  to  the 
use  of  the  said  church  and  school  or  either  of  them  or  in  trust 
for  them  or  either  of  them  or  to  the  use  of  the  said  congregation 
or  in  trust  for  them  by  any  name  or  names,  title  or  description 
whatsoever,  and  the  same  lands,  lots,  tenements,  rents,  annui- 
ties, liberties,  franchises  or  other  hereditaments  are  hereby 
vested  and  established  in  the  said  corporation  and  their  suc- 
cessors forever  according  to  their  original  use  and  intention. 
And  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  are  hereby  de- 
clared to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates 
therein  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grants,  bargains,  sales, 
enfeoffments,  devises  or  other  conveyances  or  transfers  thereof 
is  or  are  declared,  limited  and  expressed:  as  also  that  the  said 
corporation  and  their  successors  aforesaid  at  all  times  here- 
after shall  be  capable  and  able  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take, 
hold  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple  or  for  any  other  less  estate  or 
estates  any  messuages,  houses,  lands,  lots,  tenements,  rents, 
annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  hereditaments  by  the 
gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoffment,  release,  con- 
firmation or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politic  or 
corporate,  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same,  and  further  that 
the  said  corporation  may  take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  and  any  manner  or  portion  of  goods  and  chattels  that 
shall  be  given  or  bequeathed  to  them  by  any  person  or  persons^ 
bodies  politic  or  corporate,  capable  to  make  a  gift  or  bequest 
thereof;  such  money,  goods  and  chattels  to  be  laid  out  by  them 
in  a  purchase  or  purchases  of  messuages,  houses,  lots,  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  annuities  or  hereditaments  to  them  and  their 
successors  forever,  or  the  moneys  lent  on  interest  or  laid  out 
in  public  securities  or  certificates  for  the  use  of  the  said  cor- 
poration, or  otherwise  disi)osed  of  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  donors  or  grantors. 

[Section  III.]     (Section  IV.  P.  L.)     And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  rents,  issues,  revenues, 
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profits  and  interest  of  the  said  church,  school  house  and  school 
and  corporation  shall  by  the  said  rector,  church  wardens,  and 
vestrymen  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  from  time 
to  time  be  directed  and  appropriated  for  the  maintenance  and 
support  of  the  rector  or  rectors,  minister  or  ministers  and  offi- 
cers or  the  said  church  and  for  the  maintenance,  support  and 
salaries  of  a  proper  number  of  masters  and  teachers  to  be 
elected  and  apjyointed  by  the  said  rector,  church  wardens  and 
vestrymen  or  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  from  time 
to  time  for  the  instruction  and  education  of  youth  in  the  learned 
and  foreign  languages,  reading  and  writing  English,  the  math- 
ematics and  other  useful  branches  of  literature  in  the  said 
school  house  now  called  "The  York  Academy,"  and  also  for 
the  necessary  repairs  of  the  said  church,  burial  ground,  church 
yard,  school  house,  parsonage  house  and  other  tenements  which 
now  or  hereafter  may  belong  to  the  said  church  or  corporation 
and  to  no  other  use  or  purpose  whatsoever. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  rector,  church  war- 
dens and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  shall  and  may  grant, 
alien  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  messuages,  houses,  lands,  lots, 
tenements  or  hereditaments  other  than  the  sites  of  the  house 
of  public  worship  or  church  aforesaid  and  parsonage  house  and 
school  house  aforesaid  and  the  burial  ground  or  grounds  which 
they  do  now  or  may  hereafter  possess  as  to  them  may  seem 
meet  and  proper. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and  be 
it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  the  dispo- 
sition, sale  or  alienation  of  such  messuages,  houses,  lands, 
tenements  and  hereditaments  the  consent  and  concurrence  of 
two  thirds  of  the  vestry  shall  be  had  and  obtained:  and  also 
the  money  arising  from  such  disposition  or  sale  shall  be  appro- 
priated to  the  purchasing  or  procuring  other  more  convenient 
messuages,  houses,  lands  or  tenements  or  shall  be  vested  in 
some  of  the  public  funds  or  securities  bearing  interest  as  the 
aforesaid  majority  of  the  said  vestry  may  deem  proper  and  ex- 
pedient for  the  use  of  the  said  corporation,  and  to  no  other  use 
or  purpose  whatever. 

[Section  VI.]     (Section  VII.  P.  L.)    And  be  it  further  en- 
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acted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  rector,  church 
wardens  and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of 
them  shall  and  may  convene  from  time  to  time  to  make  rules, 
by-laws  and  ordinances  for  the  government  and  support  of  the 
said  church  and  school.  And  the  said  rector,  church  wardens 
and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  or  a  majority  of  them  shall 
and  are  hereby  enabled  annually  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
vestry  after  the  election  of  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  to 
elect  and  choose  five  persons  out  of  any  denomination  of  chris- 
tions  to  asfidst  the  said  rector,  church  wardens  and  vestrymen 
or  their  successors  in  the  visitation  of  the  said  academy.  And 
that  the  said  rector,  church  wardens  and  vestrymen  or  their 
successors  or  a  majority  of  them  may  from  time  to  time  transact 
everything  or  things  which  is  or  may  be  thought  necessary  or 
proper  for  the  good  government  and  support  of  the  said  church 
and  corporation.  Provided  always.  That  the  said  rules,  by- 
laws and  ordinances  shall  not  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth  nor  against  the  usage  and  practice  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  rector,  church 
wardens  and  vestrymen  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
make,  have  and  use  one  common  seal  with  such  device  or  de- 
vices and  inscriptions  as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  same 
to  change,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  rector,  church 
wardens  and  vestrymen  and  their  successors  by  the  name  afore- 
mentioned, shall  be  able  and  capable  of  covenanting,  agreeing 
or  contracting  for  or  concerning  the  maintenance  and  support 
of  the  said  school,  and  masters  and  teachers  aforesaid,  and  all 
matters  and  things  relating  thereto  and  shall  be  capable  in 
law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or 
.  courts,  before  any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices  in  all 
manner  of  suits,  complaints,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of 
whatsoever  kind,  nature  or  form  they  be  and  all  and  every 
other  matter  and  thing  for,  in  or  concerning  the  said  corpora- 
tion to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as-  any  other  person 
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or  i>er8onSy  bodies  politic  or  corporate  in  this  commonwealth 
may  or  can  do. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  vestry  of  the  said  church 
shall  always  consist  of  ten  persons^  members  of  the  said  church, 
of  which  number  the  church  wardens  are  always  to  be  two. 
And  that  the  election  of  such  vestry  shall  be  made  every  year 
on  the  fourth  day  of  July  (or  some  day  in  the  same  week  of 
which  the  said  congregation  shall  have  notice)  by  a  majority 
of  such  members  of  the  said  church  as  shall  api)ear  by  the 
vestry  books  to  be  contributors  to  the  support  and  maintenance 
of  the  said  church,  having  and  paying  for  a  pew  or  a  part  of  a 
I)ew  suflBcient  for  one  person  at  least  and  to  be  of  full  age. 
Such  of  them  qualified  as  aforesaid  who  upon  notice  think 
proper  to  attend  and  such  persons  only  shall  have  a  right  to 
vote  for  the  vestrymen  of  the  said  church.  Provided  always^ 
That  the  rector  of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  equally  with  any  member  of  the  said  vestry  or 
corporation. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  vestry  so  elected 
shall  have  full  power  to  elect  and  choose  annually  and  every 
year  two  of  their  number  to  be  such  wardens  of  the  said  church. 
Provided  always  nevertheless.  That  in  case  of  the  death  or 
removal  of  the  rector  of  the  said  church,  from  the  death  or 
removal  of  such  rector  and  until  another  rector  shall  be  duly 
appointed  and  approved  of  for  the  said  church  according  to 
the  usage  and  practice  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in 
this  state,  the  church  wardens  for  the  time  being  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  major  part  of  the  vestrymen  in  vestry  met  shall 
have  the  same  powers  and  authorities  relating  to  the  deposition 
of  the  rents  and  revenues  of  the  said  corporation,  and  the  man- 
agement, direction,  support  and  maintenance  of  the  said  school 
as  is  hereinbefore  vested  in  the  rector,  church  wardens  and 
vestrymen. 

[Section  XL]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  misnomer  of  the  said 
corporation  shall  defeat  or  annul  any  gift,  grant,  devise  or 
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bequest  to  op  from  the  said  corporation,  provided  the  intent 
of  the  parties  shall  sufficiently  appear  upon  the  face  of  the 
gift,  grant,  will  or  other  writing,  whereby  any  estate  or  interest 
was  to  pass  to  or  from  the  said  corporation,  nor  shall  any 
disuser  or  nonuser  of  the  rights,  [privileges,]  liberties,  juris- 
dictions and  authority  hereby  granted  to  the  said  corporation 
or  any  of  them  create  or  cause  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
the  messuages,  houses,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities  or 
other  hereditaments  and  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  three  thousand  jyounds  lawful 
money  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  in  specie  exclusive  of  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  letting  of  the  pews  belonging  to  the 
said  church,  and  also  exclusive  of  the  money  arising  from  the 
opening  of  the  ground  for  burials  in  the  church  yard  belonging 
to  the  said  church  and  exclusive  of  the  tuition  moneys  which 
may  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  youth  or  pupils  in  the  said  school 
or  academy. 

Passed  September  20,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  325,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  March  1,  1799.    Chapter  2021. 


CHAPTER  MC50CXIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ESTABLISHING  AND  BUILDING  A  BRIDGE  ACROSS  CON 
ESTOGA  CREEK  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  this 
house  by  the  petitions  of  a  considerable  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  of  Lancaster  that  the  erecting  of  a  good 
and  substantial  bridge  across  the  Conestoga  creek  on  the  great 
road  leading  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  the  borough  of 
Lancaster  in  the  county  of  Lancaster  would  greatly  benefit  the 
trade  and  general  interest  of  the  community  which  at  present 
are  considerably  impeded  by  the  frequent  rise  of  the  waters  of 
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said  creek  and  the  badness  of  the  landing  places  on  each  sid^ 
thereof. 

And  whereas  Abraham  Witmer  in  order  to  effect  an  unin- 
terrupted communication  between  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  western  counties  of  this  state  and  at  the  same  time  to 
obtain  some  advantages  to  himself  and  family  is  desirous  of 
erecting  a  bridge  as  aforesaid  across  the  said  creek  at  his  proper 
cost  and  expense  and  therefore  hath  prayed  the  general  as- 
sembly to  vest  the  said  bridge  when  built  in  him,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever  with  liberty  to  demand  and  receive  such  toll 
or  fees  from  travellers  as  hereinafter  mentioned  and  expressed, 
the  said  Abraham  Witmer  engaging  for  himself,  his  heirs  and 
assigns  that  if  at  any  future  day  the  legislature  shall  think 
proper  to  make  the  same  a  free  bridge  he  or  they  shall  surrender 
and  give  up  their  right  to  receive  toll  for  the  said  bridge  upon 
reasonable  compensation  for  his  trouble  and  expense  to  be 
estimated  by  indifferent  persons  chosen  equally  by  the  parties 
as  hereinafter  is  expressed  and  declared : 

And  whereas  the  plan  proposed  by  the  said  Abraham  Witmer 
for  erecting  a  toll  bridge  over  Conestoga  creek  appears  to  this 
[house]  to  be  beneficial  to  the  public: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  the  property  of  the  aforesaid  bridge 
when  built  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  vested  in  the  said 
Abraham  Witmer,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  and  that  the 
said  Abraham  Witmer,  his  heirs  and  assigns  shall  and  may 
demand  and  receive  toll  from  travellers  and  others  according 
to  the  following  rates  (viz.)  For  every  coach,  landau,  chariot, 
phaeton,  wagon  or  other  four  wheeled  carriage  the  sum  of  one 
shilling  and  six  pence;  for  every  chaise,  riding  chair,  cart  or 
other  two  wheeled  carriage  the  sum  of  nine  pence;  for  every 
sled  the  sum  of  one  shilling;  for  every  single  horse  and  rider 
the  sum  of  four  pence;  for  every  foot  passenger  the  sum  of  two 
pence  and  one  penny  for  every  head  of  homed  cattle,  sheep 
or  swine  crossing  the  same. 
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[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  said  AbraJbam  Witmer,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  to  erect  and  build,  maintain  and  support,  a  good  and 
substantial  bridge  over  and  across  the  said  creek  at  the  place 
aforesaid.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  a  passage  on  said  road 
of  twenty  feet  wide  in  a  direct  and  straight  line  on  the  north 
side  and  at  both  ends  of  said  bridge  be  left  free,  open  and  clear 
of  every  encumbrance  or  interruption  whatsoever. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  the  said  Abraham 
Witmer,  his  heirs  or  assigns  or  whosoever  shall  hereafter  own 
or  possess  the  same  bridge,  shall  exact  or  demand  any  greater 
or  other  rates  or  prices  for  the  passage  over  the  same  than 
what  is  hereinbefore  prescribed  or  specified  or  shall  neglect  to 
keep  the  said  bridge  in  good  repair,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending 
shall  for  every  such  offense  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  ten 
pounds  one  moiety  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  townships  of 
Lanscaster  and  Lempeter  in  the  county  of'Lancaster  in  equal 
portions  and  the  other  moiety  to  the  party  complaining  or  who 
may  sue  for  the  same,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  said  county,  who  is  hereby  empowered  on  informa- 
tion made  to  him  on  oath  of  any  such  offense  to  issue  his  sum- 
mons or  warrant  to  any  constable  of  the  county  commanding 
him  to  bring  or  to  cause  every  person  against  whom  such  in- 
formation shall  be  made  to  come  before  him  and  on  due  proof 
of  the  said  offense  to  convict  such  person  thereof  and  on  such 
conviction  to  issue  his  warrant  after  the  expiration  of  five  days 
from  the  date  of  such  conviction  to  any  such  constable  to  levy 
the  said  sum  of  money  on  the  ^oods  and  chattels  of  such  of- 
fender by  distress  and  sale  thereof,  and  in  case  no  goods  or 
chattels  of  the  said  offender  can  be  found  on  which  to 
make  such  distress  then  to  take  his  body  and  commit  him 
to  the  gaol  of  the  county  where  such  offense  is  committed  until 
the  said  sum  be  paid.  Provided  always.  That  any  person  as 
aforesaid  convicted  who  shall  find  himself  aggrieved  thereby 
may  within  the  said  five  days  appeal  to  the  next  court  of  quar- 
ter session  for  the  county,  which  appeal,  on  giving  security 
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within  the  said  time  before  the  said  justice  by  two  sufllcient 
freeholders  of  the  county  to  pay  all  costs,  shall  be  allowed  and 
if  the  conviction  so  made  by  the  said  justice  shall  be  confirmed 
the  said  justice  shall  proceed  to  levy  the  said  forfeiture  in 
manner  hereinbefore  directed. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  poor  persons  exempted  from 
the  payment  of  county  rates  and  levies  shall  have  liberty  to 
pass  and  repass  the  same  bridge  toll  free. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  whensoever  at  any  time  after 
the  erection  and  building  of  the  said  bridge  it  shall  seem  ex- 
pedient to  the  legislature  to  constitute  and  make  the  said 
bridge  so  erected  and  built  a  free  bridge  by  a  law  to  be  enacted 
for  that  purpose,  three  commissioners  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  legislature  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth  and  three  by 
the  said  Abraham  Witmer,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  who,  or  any 
four  or  more  of  them  shall  estimate  what  sum  or  sums  of  money 
the  said  AbraJbam  Witmer,  his  heirs  and  assigns  shiall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble  and  exi)ensefl 
in  building  and  maintaining  the  said  bridge,  which  sum  or 
sums  shall  be  paid  to  him  or  them  out  of  the  treasury  of  this 
commonwealth. 

Passed  September  22,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  304,  etc. 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  April  4,  1798,  Chapter  2010. 


CHAPTER  MCCOXIV. 


AN   ACT   TO   INCORPORATE   AND   ENDOW  AN   ACADEMY   OR  PUBLIC 
SCHOOL  IN  THE  TOWN  OF  WASHINGTON. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  education  of  youth  has  ever 
been  found  to  be  of  the  most  essential  consequence  as  well  to 
the  good  government  of  states  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
society  as  to  the  profit  and  ornamentation  of  individuals^  in  so 
much  that  from  the  experience  of  all  ages  it  api>ears  that  sem- 
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inaries  of  learning  when  proi)erly  conducted  have  been  public 
blessings  to  mankind,  so  that  much  of  the  happiness  and  pros- 
perity of  every  community  depends  on  the  proper  instructioD 
of  youths  who  must  succeed  the  aged  in  the  important  business 
of  life: 

And  as  an  academy  or  public  school  in  the  town  of  Washing- 
ton for  the  education  of  youth  is  likely  to  contribute  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community.  And  this  house  cheerfully  concurring 
in  so  laudable  a  work: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  there  shall  be  and  hereby  is  erected 
and  established  in  the  town  of  Washington  in  the  county  of 
Washington  in  this  state  an  academy  or  public  school  for  the 
education  of  youths  in  useful  arts,  sciences  and  literature  by 
the  name,  style  and  title  of  "Washington  Academy." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  first  trustees  of  the  said 
academy  shall  consist  of  the  following  persons  to  wit:  The  Rev- 
erend John  McMillan,  the  Reverend  Joseph  Smith,  the  Rever- 
end Thaddeus  Dodd,  the  Reverend  John  Clark,  the  Reverend 
Matthew  Henderson,  the  Reverend  John  Corbly,  James  Mar- 
shall, Esquire,  James  Edgar,  Esquire,  John  McDowell,  Esquire, 
Alexander  Wright,  Esquire,  James  Allison,  Thomas  Scott,  Es- 
quire, David  Bradford,  James  Ross,  David  Redick,  John  Hoge, 
Alexander  Addison,  Thomas  Crooks,  James  Flanagan,  Doctor 
Alexander  Baird  and  James  Brice,  which  said  trustees  and 
their  successors  to  be  elected  as  hereinafter  mentioned 
shall  forever  hereafter  be  and  they  are  hereby  erected, 
established  and  declared  to  be  one  body  politic  and 
corporate  in  deed  and  in  law  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
with  perpetual  succession  by  the  name  and  title  of  "Trus- 
tees of  the  Academy  of  Washington  in  the  County  of  Washing- 
ton,'' by  which  name  and  title  they  and  their  successors  shall 
be  competent  and  capable  in  law  and  in  equity  to  take  and  hold 
to  them  and  their  successors  for  the  use  of  the  said  academy 


1787]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  629 

any  estate  in  any  measuages^  lands^  tenements^  hereditaments^ 
goods,  chattels,  moneys  or  other  effects  by  the  gift,  grant,  bar- 
gain, sale,  conveyance,  assurance,  will,  devise  or  bequest  of  any 
person  or  persons  whatsoever  capable  of  making  the  same  and 
the  same  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  es- 
tates, real  and  personal,  to  grant,  bargain,  sell,  convey,  assure, 
demise  and  to  farm,  let  out  on  interest  or  otherwise  dispose  of 
for  the  use  of  the  said  academy  either  to  build,  rebuild  or  en- 
large or  otherwise  alter  the  school  house  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  scholars  at  the  aforesaid  academy  or  to  erect  or  make 
any  new  buildings  in  such  manner  as  to  them  or  at  least  seven  of 
them  shall  seem  most  beneficial  to  the  institution  and  to  recover 
the  rents,  issues,  profits,  income  and  interest  on  the  same  and  to 
apply  the  same  to  the  benefit,  use  and  supi)ort  of  the  said  acad- 
emy and  by  the  name  and  title  as  aforesaid  to  sue,  commence, 
prosecute  and  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  courts,  be- 
fore any  judge  or  judges,  justice  or  justices  in  all  and  every  man- 
ner of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes,  matters  and  demands  of 
whatsoever  nature,  kind  or  form  they  may  be  and  all  and  every 
matter  and  thing  therein  to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  planner 
as  any  other  person  or  persons,  body  i>olitic  or  corporate  within 
this  commonwealth  may  or  can  do  and  to  hold,  enjoy  and  exer- 
cise all  such  powers,  authorities  and  jurisdictions  touching  and 
concerning  the  premises  which  shall  be  incidentally  necessary 
thereto  in  every  case,  matter  or  thing  relative  to  the  manage- 
ment or  in  anywise  necessary  for  the  good'  government  of  the 
aforesaid  academy. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  trustees  and  their  suc- 
cessors shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  use  one  common 
seal  with  such  devise  and  inscription  thereon  as  they  shall  think 
proper  under  and  by  which  all  deeds,  certificates  and  acts  of 
the  said  corporation  shall  pass  and  be  authenticated  and  the 
said  seal  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  afoi^esaid.  That  any  seven  of  the  said  trustees  shall  be 
a  quorum  to  transact  all  the  business  of  the  said  academy,  par- 
ticularly of  making  and  enacting  ordinances  and  by-laws  for 
34— XII 
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the  government  of  the  said  ax^ademy,  of  electing  trustees  in  the 
room  of  those  who  shall  be  removed  by  death  or  resignation 
of  electing  and  api)ointing  masters  and  tutors  of  said  academy, 
of  agreeing  with  them  for  their  salaries  and  removing  them  for 
misconduct  and  breaches  of  the  laws  of  the  institution,  of  ap- 
pointing a  secretary,  stewards,  managers  and  other  necessary 
officers  for  taking  care  of  the  estate  and  managing  the  concerns 
of  the  corporation  and  shall  determine  all  matters  and  things 
although  the  same  be  not  herein  particularly  mentioned  which 
shall  occasionally  arise  and  be  eventually  necessary  to  be  deter- 
mined and  transacted  by  the  said  trustees.  Provided  always. 
That  no  ordinance  or  by-laws  shall  be  of  force  which  shall  be 
repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  and  that  all  their 
laws  and  proceedings  be  fairly  and  regularly  entered  in  a  book 
to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  misnomer  of  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  defeat  or  annul  any  gift,  grant,  devise  or  biequest  to 
the  said  corporation  provided  the  intents  of  the  parties  shall 
sufficiently  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  gift,  grant,  will  or  other 
writing,  whereby  any  estate  or  interest  was  intended  to  pass  to 
the  said  corporation,  nor  shall  any  disuser  or  non-user  of  the 
rights,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdictions  and  authorities  hereby 
granted  to  the  said  corporation  create  or  in  anywise  cause  a 
forfeiture  thereof. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  sale  or  alienation  of  the  real 
estate  of  the  said  corporation  which  shall  have  been  made  by 
the  said  trustees  or  their  successors  bona  fide  for  a  valuable 
consideration  in  case  the  i)ossession  thereof  pass  immediately 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof  and  continue  in  them, 
him  or  her  heirs  or  assigns  shall  be  invalidated  for  want  of 
proving  that  seven  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  corporation  con- 
sented to  such  sale  or  alienation  unless  the  same  be  contro- 
verted within  the  space  of  seven  years  from  and  after  the  sale 
and  delivery  of  such  real  estate  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
thereof.  ' 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)     Be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  five  thousand  acres  of  land,  to- 
gether with  six  per  centum  allowance  for  roads  be  laid  oft  and 
surveyed  within  the  unappropriated  lands  of  this  common- 
wealth be  and  they  are  hereby  granted  to  the  trustees  of  Wash- 
ington academy  in  the  county  of  Washington  to  have  and  to 
hold  the  same  to  them,  their  successors  and  assigns  forever. 
And  on  the  application  of  the  said  trustees  or  of  any  person  duly 
authorized  by  them  to  the  secretary  of  the  land  office  of  this 
state  he  shall  and  hereby  is  required  to  grant  and  issue  such 
and  so  many  warrants  to  be  directed  to  the  surveyor-general 
requiring  him  to  survey  or  cause  to  be  surveyed  for  the  trustees 
of  the  said  academy  such  and  so  many  tracts  of  land  with  such 
number  of  acres  in  each  warrant  as  shall  be  applied  for  at 
each  application  in  such  places  not  otherwise  appropriated  by 
acts  of  a^embly  of  this  commonwealth  as  shall  in  the  whole 
amount  to  the  said  quantity  of  five  thousand  acres  with  the 
usual  allowance  and  the  surveyor-general  shall  receive  and 
enter  all  such  warrants  in  his  office  and  issue  copies  thereof 
directed  to  his  deputies  in  the  different  counties  and  districts 
within  this  state  and  the  said  deputies  shall  duly  execute  the 
same  and  make  returns  thereof  and  thereupon  such  proceedings 
shall  be  had  and  patents  or  grants  of  confirmation  for  the  same 
shall  be  issued  and  granted  to  the  said  trustees  of  the  said 
academy  in  like  manner  and  form,  having  like  force  and  effect 
as  the  like  proceedings  and  patents  have  been  and  are  con- 
ducted and  granted  in  case  of  private  persons  making  applica- 
tion for  and  taking  up  lands  under  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  every  the  tract  and  tracts 
of  land  hereby  directed  to  be  surveyed  for  the  use  of  the  said 
academy  shall  be  so  done  at  the  charge  of  this  st^te  and  the 
president  or  vice-president  in  council  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  draw  orders  on  the  treasurer  of  this  state  to 
pay  and  defray  all  the  charges  arising  thereupon. 

Passed  September  24,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  807,  etc. 
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CHAPTER  MCOCXV. 


AN  ACT  FOR  ERECTING  THE  TOWN  OF  YORK  IN  THE  COUNTY  OP 
YORK  INTO  A  BOROUGH,  FOR  REGULATING  THE  BUILDINGS.  PRE- 
VENTING NUSIANCES  AND  ENCROACHMENTS  ON  THE  COMMONS, 
SQUARES,  STREETS,  LANES  AND  ALLEYS  OF  THE  SAME  AND  FOR 
OTHER   PURPOSES    THEREIN    MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
York,  in  the  county  of  York,  have  by  their  petition  prayed  to 
be  incorporated  and  that  the  said  town  and  its  vicinity  should 
be  erected  into  a  borough: 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  as  well  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  town  as  those  who  trade  and  resort  there  and  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  public  in  general  that  nuisances,  encroachments 
of  all  sorts,  contentions,  annoyances  and  inconveniences  in  the 
said  town  and  commons  thereunto  belonging  should  be  pre- 
vented and  for  the  promoting  of  industry,  rule,  order  and  the 
better  government  of  the  same  town. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  town  of  York  and  the 
country  hereinafter  described  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
erected  a  borough  which  shall  be  called  "The  Borough  of  York" 
forever;  the  extent  of  which  said  borough  is  and  shall  be  com- 
'prised  within  the  following  boundaries,  to  wit:  Beginning  at 
a  marked  white  oak  near  a  south  bank  of  Codorus  creek  in  a 
line  of  John  Hay  and  William  Bailey,  Esquiresi^  lands,  thence 
south  twenty-seven  degrees  and  a  quarter  of  a  degree  east  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  perches  and  six-tenths  of  a  perch  to 
a  post;  thence  south  sixty-eight  degrees  and  a  half  degree,  east 
flfty-nine  perches  and  six-tenths  of  a  perch  to  a  post  in  the  cen- 
ter of  High  street  and  the  road  leading  from  York  to  Wright^s 
Ferry,  thence  south  two  degrees  east  twenty-six  perches  to  a 
post;  thence  south  sixteen  degrees  and  an  half  degree  east 
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aeventy-two  perches  and  an  half  perch  to  a  post  on  the  south 
side  of  the  road  leading  fronf  York  to  Peach  Bottom  ferry, 
thence  south  ten  degrees  west  one  hundred  and  fifteen  perches 
to  a  post,  thence  south  seventy-seven  degrees  west  seventeen 
perches  to  a  white  oak  stump  in  the  line  of  the  town  and  James 
Smith,  Esquire's  land,  thence  seventy-four  degrees  and  an  half 
degree  west  one  hundred  and  twenty  perches  and  an  half  perch 
across  Baltimore  road  to  a  i>08t  in  a  line  of  the  town  and  Kaus- 
man's  lands,  thence  north  seventy-nine  degrees  west  ninety-two 
perches  to  a  white  oak  near  the  bank  of  Oodorus  creek,  thence 
across  the  said  creek  north  twelve  degrees  west  twenty-eight 
perches  to  a  hickory,  thence  north  sixty-eight  degrees  west  two 
hundred  and  one  perches  and  six-tenths  of  a  perch  to  a  black 
oak  stump,  thence  north  forty-two  degrees  east  one  hundred 
and  two  perches  to  a  post,  thence  north  fifty-nine  degrees  east 
one  hundred  and  eight  perches  to  a  stone  on  a  bank  of  the  said 
Codorus  creek,  thence  across  the  said  creek  north  forty-five  de- 
grees east  eighteen  perches  to  a  post,  thence  north  fifty-one  de- 
grees east  sixty-four  i)erches  to  the  new  bridge,  thence  north 
forty-four  degrees  east  fifty-four  perches  to  a  post,  and  thence 
north  forty-eight  degrees  east  fifty-seven  perches  to  the  white 
oak  and  place  of  beginning. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Henry  ililler.  Esquire,  and 
David  Cantler  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  the  present  bur- 
gesses, they  the  said  Henry  Miller  and  David  C5antler  having 
been  unanimously  elected  and  recommended  by  the  freeholders 
of  the  town  of  York  at  a  general  town  meetin|:,  and  the  said 
Henry  Miller,  Esquire,  shall  be  called  the  chief  burgess  within 
the  said  borough,  and  Baltzer  Spangler,  Michael  Dowdle,  Chris- 
topher Lauman,  Peter  Mundorf,  David  Greer,  Esquire,  and 
James  Smith,  Esquire,  assistants  for  advising,  aiding  and  assist- 
ing the  said  burgesses  in  the  execution  of  the  powers  and  au- 
thorities herein  given  them  and  Christian  Stayer  to  be  high  con- 
stable and  George  Lewis  Leffler  town  clerk  until  the  first  Mon- 
day in  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-eight,  and  from  thence  until  others  shall  be  duly 
elected  and  appointed  in  their  place  as  hereinafter  is  directed. 


R84  The  Statutes  at  Ijarge  of  Pennaylmnia.  [1787 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  af oresaid.  That  the  said  burgesses^  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  within  the  said  borough  and  their  successors 
forever  hereafter  shall  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic  in 
deed  and  name  and  by  the  name  of  "The  Burgesses  and  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  Borough  of  York  in  the  County  of  York/'  one  body 
corporate  and  politic  in  deed  and  in  name  are  hereby  fully 
created,  constituted  and  confirmed  and  by  the  same  name  o< 
"The  Burgesses  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of  York,"  shall 
have  a  perpetual  succession  -and  they  and  their  successors  by 
the  name  of  "The  Burgesses  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Borough  of 
York,"  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capable 
in  law  to  have,  get,  receive  and  possess  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
liberties,  jurisdictions,  franchises  and  hereditaments  to  them 
and  their  successors  in  fee  simple  or  for  term  of  life,  lives,  years, 
or  otherwise  and  also  goods  and  chattels  and  other  things  of 
what  nature  or  kind  soever,  and  also  to  give,  grant,  let,  sell  and 
assign  the  same  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments^  goods  and 
chattels  and  to  do  and  execute  all  other  things  about  the  same 
by  the  name  aforesaid  and  they  shall  forever  hereafter  be  per- 
sons able  and  capable  in  law  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be 
impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered  unto,  defend  and  be  de- 
fended in  all  or  any  of  the  courts  within  this  commonwealth 
in  all  manner  .of  actions,  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  causes  and 
matters  whatsoever  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  said  burgesses  and  inhabitants  of  York  aforesaid 
and  their  successors  forever  hereafter  to  have  and  use  one 
common  seal  for  the  sealing  of  all  business  whatsoever  touch- 
ing the  said  corporation  and  the  same  from  time  to  time  at  their 
will  to  change  and  alter. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  burgesses,  constables  and  assistants  and  freeholders  as  shall 
have  resided  within  the  same  borough  for  at  least  one  whole 
year  next  preceding  any  such  election  as  is  hereinafter  di- 
rected on  the  first  Monday  in  May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight  and  on  that  day 
yearly  thereafter  forever  publicly  to  meet  at  the  court  house 


1787]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  635 

within  the  said  borough  and  then  and  their  to  nominate,  elect 
and  choose  by  ballot  two  able  freemen  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  borough  to  be  burgesses,  one  to  be  a  constable  and  one 
to  be  town  clerk  and  six  freeholders  to  be  assistants  within  the 
same  for  assisting  the  said  burgesses  in  managing  the  affairs 
of  the  said  borough  and  in  keeping  the  peace  and  good  order 
therein  which  election  shall  be  taken  from  time  to  time  by  the 
high  constable  of  the  year  preceding  and  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons so  elected  shall  be  certified  under  his  seal  to  the  president 
of  the  supreme  executive  council  for  the  time  being  within 
fifteen  days  next  after  such  election,  and  the  burgess  who  shall 
have  the  majority  of  votes  shall  be  called  the  chief  burgess  [of 
the  said  borough]  but  if  the  votes  should  be  equal,  the  supreme 
executive  council  shall  determine  which  shall  be  chief  burgess, 
and  in  case  it  should  so  happen  that  the  said  freeholders  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  choose  burgesses  and  the  said  other  officers 
in  manner  aforesaid,  that  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  to  nominate,  appoint 
and  commissionate  burgesses,  constable,  town  clerk  and  assist- 
ants for  that  year,  to  hold  and  continue  in  their  respective  of- 
fices until  the  next  time  of  annual  election  appointed  as  afore- 
said and  so  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  before  any  of  the  said  bur- 
gesses, constable,  to\vn  clerk  or  other  officers  shall  take  upon 
them  their  respective  offices,  they  shall  take  and  subscribe  such 
oaths  or  affirmations  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  as  by  the  laws 
of  the  commonwealth  are  in  such  cases  provided,  together  with 
the  oaths  or  affirmation  for  the  due  execution  of  their  respective 
offices,  and  every  chief  burgess  so  elected  or  appointed  from 
year  to  year  as  aforesaid  shall  within  ten  days  immediately 
after  his  election  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  and  that  on  his 
failure  to  take  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  within  the  time 
aforesaid  (unless  disabled  by  sickness  or  other  lawful  and  rea- 
sonable cause)  another  chief  burgess  shall  from  time  to  time 
and  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require  be  appointed  by  the  presi- 
dent in  council  in  the  stead  of  such  person  so  failing  to  appear 
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and  qualify  himself  as  aforesaid,  which  burgess  so  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council  shall  and 
may  hold  and  enjoy  his  oflBce  until  the  day  of  election  next  en- 
suing the  day  of  his  appointment,  and  the  chief  burgess  having 
qualified  himself  in  manner  aforesaid  shall  enter  upon  his  of- 
fice and  the  other  burgess,  constable,  town  clerk  or  other  officers 
shall  and  may  qualify  themselves  for  their  respective  offices 
by  taking  and  subscribing  the  oath  or  affirmation  aforesaid  be- 
fore the  said  chief  burgess  or  before  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  said  county  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  administer  the  same. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  burgesses,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough 
and  their  successors  to  have,  hold  and  keep  at  the  place  erected 
for  that  purpose  within  the  said  borough  two  markets  in  eacH 
week,  that  is  to  say,  one  market  on  Wednesday  and  one  market 
on  Saturday  in  every  week  of  the  year  forever  and  two  fairs 
in  the  year,  the  first  to  begin  on  the  ninth  day  of  June  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight, 
and  the  other  of  said  fairs  to  begin  on  the  second  day  of  Novem- 
ber following,  and  on  the  same  days  annually  forever  there- 
after each  fair  to  continue  two  days,  and  when  either  of  those 
days  shall  happen  to  fall  on  Sunday,  then  the  said  fairs  to  be 
kept  the  next  day  or  two  days  following,  together  with  frcQ 
liberties,  customs,  profits  emoUuments  to  the  said  market  and 
fairs  belonging  and  in  anywise  appertaining  forever.  And 
there  shall  be  a  clerk  of  the  market  within  the  said  borough 
who  shall  have  the  assize  of  bread,  wine,  beer,  wood  and  all 
other  provisions  brought  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  and  who 
shall  and  may  perform  all  things  belonging  to  the  office  of  a 
clerk  of  the  market  within  the  said  borough  and  that  Frederick 
Youce  shall  be  the  present  clerk  of  the  market,  who  shall  be 
removable  for  any  malfeasance  in  his  office  by  the  burgesses 
and  assistants  aforesaid  and  another  from  time  to  time  ap- 
pointed and  removed  as  they  shall  find  necessary. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)    And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  of  the  inhabitants 
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of  the  said  borough  shall  hereafter  be  elected  to  the  ofiftce  of 
burgesses,  high  constable  or  assistants,  and  having  notice  of 
his  or  their  election  shall  refuse  to  undertake  and  execute  that 
oflSice  to  which  he  is  chosen,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
burgesses^  high  constable  and  assistants  then  acting  to  impose 
such  moderate  fines  on  the  person  or  persons  so  refusing  as  to 
them  shall  seem  meet,  so  always  that  a  fine  imi)osed  on  a  bur- 
gess elect  doth  not  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  and  the  fine 
of  a  high  constable  or  assistant  elect  doth  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  five  pounds  each,  to  be  levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  of  the  party  refusing  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  one  of  the  said  burgesses  or  by  any  other  lawful  ways  or 
means  whatsoever  for  the  use  of  the  said  cori)oration  and  in  any 
such  case  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  inhabitants 
entitled  to  vote  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  some  other  fit  per- 
*aon  or  persons  in  the  stead  of  such  who  shall  refuse. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  said  burgesses,  high  constables  and  assistant  for  the  time 
being  to  assemble  town  meetings  of  the  freeholders  of  the  said 
borough  as  often  as  they  shall  find  occasion  upon  giving  public 
notice  at  least  seven  days  before  each  meeting  by  six  or  more 
written  advertisements  signed  by  the  high  constable  for  the 
time  being  and  put  up  at  the  most  public  places  of  the  said  bor- 
ough and  by  sending  a  public  crier  through  the  several  streets 
of  the  said  borough  and  proclaiming  such  intended  meeting,  at 
which  meetings  duly  notified  and  conveyed  as  aforesaid  they 
may  make  such  ordinances  and  rules  not  repugnant  to  or  incon- 
sistent with  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  or  this  act  of  assem- 
bly as  to  the  greater  part  of  such  freeholders  seem  necessary 
and  convenient  to  the  good  government  of  the  said  borough,  and 
the  same  rules  and  orders  to  put  into  execution  and  the  same 
to  revoke,  alter  and  make  new  as  occasion  shall  require,  and 
also  to  impose  such  fines  and  amercements  upon  breakers  of 
such  ordinances  as  to  the  makers  thereof  shall  be  thought  rea- 
sonable to  be  levied  as  above  is  directed  in  case  of  fines  for  the 
use  of  the  said  borough,  and  also  at  the  said  meetings  to  miti- 
gate or  release  said  fines  on  the  submission  of  the  parties. 
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(Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  for  the  better  preventing  all  en- 
croachments) nuisances,  contentions,  annoyances  and  inconven- 
iences whatsoever  within  the  bounds  and  limits  of  the  said  bor- 
ough. 

[Section  IX.]  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  where  any  buildings  have  been  heretofore  erected 
within  the  original  plans  of  the  said  borough  and  shall  encroach 
on  any  of  the  streets,  alleys  or  squares  thereof,  such  buildings 
shall  not  be  deemed,  held  or  taken  for  nuisances  or  abatable  as 
such,  but  to  prevent  a  continuance  of  such  encroachments  after 
such  building  shall  be  decayed  or  require  re-building. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  buildings 
shall  not  at  any  time  re-build  on  the  street,  lane,  alley  or  square 
so  encroached  on,  and  in  case  any  person  or  persons  shall  re- 
build on  the  said  street,  alley  or  square,  so  encroached  on,  the 
same  shall  be  deemed,  taken  and  adjudged  a  public  nuisance, 
and  shall  be  abatable  and  punishable  as  such  and  the  person  or 
persons  so  re-building  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds  to  the  supervisors  of  the  said  streets^  lanes^  alleys  and 
squares  to  be  applied  towards  repairing  of  the  same,  being 
thereof  legally  convicted  in  any  county  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions for  the  county  of  York. 

(Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  to  the  intent  that  the  said  streets, 
lanes,  alleys  and  such  others  as  shall  be  hereafter  laid  out  may 
be  duly  regulated,  made  and  kept  in  good  order. 

[Section  XI.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  shall  from  and  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  act  lay  the  foundation  of  any  party  wall  or  front 
of  any  building  adjoining  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  within 
the  said  borough  before  they  have  applied  to  the  surveyors  or 
regulators  to  be  appointed  by  the  burgesses  and  assistants  of 
the  said  borough  who  are  hereby  empowered  as  often  as  there 
shall  be  occasion  to  appoint  three  discreet  permns  to  be  sur- 
veyors or  regulators  of  the  said  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  so  far 
as  the  same  are  already  laid  out  and  built  upon,  and  of  suc^ 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys  as  shall  hereafter  from  time  to  time  6e 
laid  out  and  opened  by  the  owners  of  the  ground  within  the  said 
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borough  respectively,  which  said  persons  so  to  be  appointed 
shall  direct  the  regulation  of  the  said  streets^  lanes  and  alleys, 
and  on  the  footway  on  the  sides  of  the  streets  and  fronting  tEe 
lots  and  houses  in  the  said  borough  with  the  width  or  breadth 
of  such  footways  and  upon  application  made  to  them  shall  lay 
out  and  regulate  the  proper  gutters,  channels  and  conduits  for 
the  carrying  off  the  waters^  and  shall  and  may  enter  upon  the 
lands  of  any  person  or  persons  in  order  to  set  out  the  founda- 
tions and  to  regulate  the  walls  to  be  built  between  party  and 
party  as  to  the  breadth  and  thickness  thereof,  which  founda- 
tions shall  be  equally  laid  upon  the  lands  of  the  persons  between 
whom  such  party-wall  is  to  be  made,  and  the  first  builder  shall 
be  reimbursed  one  moiety  of  the  charge  of  such  party-wall  and 
for  so  much  thereof  as  the  next  builder  shall  have  occasion  to 
make  use  of  before  such  next  builder  shall  any  ways  use  or 
break  into  the  said  wall,  and  the  charge  or  value  thereof  shall 
be  set  by  the  said  regulators  or  any  two  of  them. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  begin  or  lay  the  foundation  of  any  party-wall  or  building 
before  the  place  be  viewed  and  directed  by  the  said  regulators 
or  any  two  of  them  or  otherwise  than  the  same  shall  be  set  out 
and  directed  by  the  said  regulators,  every  such  person  or  per- 
sons as  well  employers  as  master  builders  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
the  sum  of  five  pounds  to  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  for 
the  time  being  or  one  of  them  for  the  public  use  and  benefit 
thereof,  being  of  the  said  offense  first  convicted  in  the  county 
court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county  of  York. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and 
be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  either 
party  between  whom  such  foundation  shall  be  laid  out,  shall 
find  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  order  or  direction  of  the  said 
regulators,  he,  she  or  they  may  appeal  to  the  justices  at  the 
next  court  of  quarter  sessions  to  be  held  for  the  said  county, 
who  shall  finally  adjust  and  settle  the  same  and  the  costs  of 
such  appeal  shall  be  paid  as  the  same  court  shall  direct. 

[Section  XIV.]  (Section  XV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  regulators  or 
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surveyors  attending  the  said  service  for  their  trouble  shall  be 
paid  by  the  party  or  parties  concerned  in  such  foundation  or 
erecting  such  party  wall  the  sum  of  two  shillings  and  six  pence 
each. 

[Section  XV.]  (Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  surveyors  or  reg- 
ulators or  any  two  of  them  shall  have  full  power  to  regulate 
partition  fences  within  the  said  borough  and  where  the  adjoin- 
ing parties  do  improve  or  enclose  their  lots  such  fences  shall 
be  made  in  the  manner  generally  used  and  kept  in  repair  at 
the  equal  cost  of  the  parties  so  that  the  price  for  making  ex- 
ceed not  fifty  shillings  for  every  hundred  feet,  unless  the  owners 
or  possessors  between  whom  such  fence  is  or  shall  be  erected 
do  agree  otherwise,  and  if  either  party  between  whom  such 
partition  fence  is  or  shall  be  made  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
pay  his  part  or  moiety  for  repairing  or  setting  up  such  partition 
fence  as  aforesaid,  that  then  the  party  at  whose  cost  the  same 
was  so  repaired  or  set  up  may  have  his  action  at  law  for  the ' 
said  moiety  of  such  costs. 

[Section  XVI.]  (Section  XVII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  freeholders  and  free- 
men within  the  said  borough  shall  meet  together  on  the  third 
Monday  in  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred-  and-  eighty- 
eight,  and  every  year  thereafter  on  the  same  day  at  the  court 
house  in  the  said  borough  and  then  and  there  by  tickets  in 
writing  between  the  hours  of  ten  in  the  morning  and  four  in  the 
afternoon  choose  two  discreet  and  reputable  freeholders  of  the 
said  borough  to  be  the  supervisors  of  the  highways  and  two  to 
be  assessors,  which  said  supervisors  and  assessoi*s  when  chosen 
and  returned  in  writing  under  the  hand  of  one  of  the  burgesses 
of  the  said  borough  into  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court  of  quarter  sessions  for  the  said  county  shall  be  the  asses- 
sors of  the  said  borough,  and  the  supervisors  of  the  streets, 
lanes,  alleys,  roads  and  highways  thereof  for  the  ensuing  year; 
and  if  any  supervisor  or  assessor  so  elected  or  otherwise  ap- 
pointed by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  refuse  to  take  upon  himself 
the  said  office  he  shall  for  every  such  offense  forfeit  and  pay. 
any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds  to  be  applied  towards  main- 
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taining,  amending,  cleansing  and  repairing  the  said  streets, 
lanes,  alleys  and  highways. 

[Section  XVII.]  (Section  XVIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  supervisors 
of  the  highways  shall  at  least  five  days  before  the  third  Mon- 
day in  March  yearly  and  every  year  give  public  notice  in  writ- 
ing by  affixing  the  same  at  the  court  house  in  the  said  borough, 
that  the  freeholders  and  freemen  thereof  are  to  meet  on  that 
day  to  elect  assessors  and  supervisors  for  the  said  borough  ac- 
cording to  the  directions  of  this  act 

[Section  XVIII.]  (Section  XIX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  supervisors,  together  with  the  assessors  afore- 
said for  the  time  being,  to  lay  a  rate  or  rates  in  any  one  year 
not  exceeding  one  shilling  in  the  pound  on  the  clear  yearly 
value  of  the  real  and  personal  estates  of  all  and  every  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  within  the  said  borough  to  be  employed 
for  the  amending,  repairing  and  keeping  clean  and  in  good 
order  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  aforesaid,  agree- 
ably to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act.  Provided 
nevertheless.  That  the  said  rate  or  assessment  shall  be  laid  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  judgment  and  as  near  as 
may  be  to  the  county,  assessment  for  other  purposes  laid  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act,  entitled  *^An  act  for  raising  county  rates  and 
levies,"^  having  due  regard  to  every  man's  estate  within  the  said 
borough  without  favor  or  affection  to  any  person  whatsoever. 
And  the  said  supervisors  and  assessors  and  each  of  them  shall, 
before  they  take  on  themselves  the  duties  enjoined  and  required 
by  this  act,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  respectively  to  the  effect 
following,  that  is  to  say  "That  they  will  well  and  truly  cause 
the  rates  and  sums  of  money  by  this  act  imposed  to  be  duly  and 
equally  assessed  and  laid  to  the  best  of  their  skill  and  knowl- 
edge and  therein  shall  spare  no  person  for  favor  or  affection 
nor  grieve  any  for  hatred  or  ill  will,  and  that  they  and  each  of 
them,  the  said  assessors  and  supervisors,  will  diligently  attend 
and  faithfully  execute  their  said  offices  respectively  during  the 
time  of  their  continuance  therein  according  to  the  best  of  theif 

1  Passed  March  20,  1724,     Chapter  284. 
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abilities  and  judgment."  Which  oath  or  affirmation  the  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  borough  or  any  of  them  or  any  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  said  county  of  York  are  hereby  empowered 
and  required  to  administer  and  certify  the  same  to  the  clerks 
of  the  sessions  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county  to  be  filed  among 
the  records  and  papers  of  his  office. 

[Section  XIX.]  (Section  XX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  of  the  supervisors 
or  assessors  as  aforesaid  chosen  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  take 
upon  him  or  themselves  the  said  office  respectively  or  shall  die 
or  remove  out  of  the  said  borough  or  if  the  freeholders  or  in- 
habitants of  the  said  borough  aforesaid  shall  neglect  or  refuse 
to  elect  or  choose  supervisors  or  assessors  as  is  hereinbefore 
directed  and  appointed,  then  and  in  every  such  case  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  burgesses  and  assistants 
of  the  said  borough  with  one  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  of  the  said  county,  and  they  are  hereby  enjoined  and  re* 
quired  to  appoint  another  sui)ervisor  or  supervisors,  assessor  or 
assessors  in  the  room  and  stead  of  every  such  supervisor  or 
superv isors,  assessor  or  assessors  so  refusing,  dying  or  removing 
as  aforesaid,  which  said  su]>ervisor  or  supervisors^  assessor  or 
assessors  so  appointed  shall  have  the  same  powers  and  authori- 
ties, and  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties  as  the  supervi- 
sors or  assessors  so  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  bor- 
ough in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  this  act,  and  that  the  su- 
pervisors and  assessors  shall  have  and  receive  for  their  trouble 
in  raising  and  assessing  the  said  rate  three  pence  in  every  pound 
and  the  said  supervisors  shall  have  and  receive  six  pence  in 
every  pound  for  collecting  the  same  and  four  shillings  eajch  fOT 
every  day  they  shall  attend  in  overseeing,  employing  and  at- 
tending the  workmen  upon  the  public  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and 
highways  within  the  said  borough. 

[Section  XX.]  (Section  XXI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  supervisors  be- 
fore they  proceed  to  the  collecting  of  the  said  rate  shall  procure 
the  same  to  be  allowed  by  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or 
one  of  them  and  one  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
said  county  of  York,  and  if  any  person  and  persons  so  rated 
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and  assessed  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  on  him  or  them 
charged,  and  shall  not  enter  his  or  their  appeal  at  the  next 
court  of  general  quarter  sessions,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful to  and  for  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  (having  first  ob- 
tained a  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  one  of  the  said  bur- 
gesses or  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  aforesaid  who  are  here- 
by empowered  and  required  to  grant  such  warrant)  to  levy  the 
same  on  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  person  or  persons  so  refus- 
ing; and  in  case  such  person  srall  not  within  three  days  next 
after  such  distress  made  pay  the  sum  or  sums  on  him  or  them 
assessed,  together  with  the  charges  of  such  distress,  that  then, 
the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  may  proceed  to  the  sale  of 
the  goods  distrained,  rendering  to  the  owner  the  overplus  if 
any  shall  remain  on  such  sale,  reasonable  charges  being  first 
deducted.  Provided  nevertheless,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  find  him  or  themselves  aggrieved  with  such  rate  or 
assessment  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  the  peace  at 
their  next  general  quarter  sessions  upon  the  petition  of  the 
party  to  take  such  order  therein  as  to  them  shall  appear  just, 
and  the  same  shall  conclude  and  bind  all  parties,  and  the  super- 
visors, in  case  of  such  appeal,  shall  forbear  making  distress 
until  the  same  be  determined  in  the  quarter  sessions  in  the  man- 
ner herein  directed  and  appointed. 

[Section  XXI.]  (Section  XXII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  tenant  or  tenants  or 
other  persons  residing  on  or  having  the  care  of  lands  or  tene- 
ments of  persons  not  residing  in  the  said  borough,  his>  her  or 
their  goods  and  chattels  shall  be  liable  to  be  distrained  in  man- 
ner aforesaid  for  the  payment  of  the  said  tax. 

[Section  XXII.]  (Section  XXIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  where  any  tenant  shall 
before  the  i)assing  of  this  act  have  taken  on  a  lease  for  one  or 
more  years  any  lands  or  tenements  and  shall  pay  the  said  rateci 
hereby  imposed  on  the  said  lands  or  tenements  so  leased  or  shall 
have  his  or  her  goods  and  chattels  distrained  for  the  same,  in 
such  case  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  tenant  or  ten- 
ants or  other  persons  aforesaid  to  deduct  the  tax  so  paid  out  of 
the  rent  due  or  to  become  due,  or  for  the  tenant  or  tenants  or 
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other  persoDB  aforesaid  to  recover  the  same  from  the  owner  or 
owners  by  action  of  debt,  together  with  costs  of  suit:  Provided 
always,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  make  void  or  alter 
any  contract  heretofore  made  between  any  landlord  and  tenant 
respecting  the  payment  of  the  road  tax  or  any  usage  or  custom 
in  respect  to  the  tenant's  paying  the  said  tax  now  subsisting 
between  landlord  and  tenant. 

[Section  XXIII.]  (Section  XXIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  supervisors 
shall  and  they  are  hereby  required  and  enjoined  as  often  as  the 
said  several  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  shall  be  out  of 
repair  or  want  cleansing,  to  hire  and  employ  a  sufficient  number 
of  laborers  and  the  necessary  carts  or  wagons  to  work  upon, 
open,  amend,  repair  and  clean  the  same,  and  to  carry  off  and  re- 
move any  filth,  mud  or  dirt  which  shall  be  therein  in  the  most 
effectual  manner  and  shall  purchase  all  materials  necessary  for 
that  purpose  and  oversee  the  said  laborers  and  take  care  that 
the  said  streets^  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  be  effectually 
opened,  amended,  repaired  and  cleaned  agreeable  to  the  regu- 
lations so  made  by  the  said  regulators  according  to  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  act 

(Section  XXV.  P.  L.)  And  in  order  to  enable  the  supervi- 
sors the  more  effectually  to  discharge  their  duty: 

[Section  XXIV.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  supervisors  aforesaid 
or  any  other  person  or  persons  by  his  or  their  order  and  direc- 
tions to  enter  upon  any  lots  or  lands  adjoining  to  or  lying  near 
the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  and  to  cut  or  open 
such  drains  or  ditches  through  the  same  as  he  or  they  shall 
judge  necessary  completely  to  carry  off  and  drain  the  wat«* 
from  such  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or  highways,  provided  the  same 
be  done  with  as  little  injury  and  damage  as  may  be  to  the 
owners  of  such  lots  or  lands;  which  drains  and  ditches  so  cut 
and  opened  shall  be  kept  open  by  the  said  supervisors  if  neces- 
sary for  amending  and  keeping  clean  and  in  good  order  the  said 
streets,  lanes,  alleys  or  highways  or  any  or  either  of  them,  and 
shall  not  be  stopped  or  filled  up  by  the  owner  or  owners  of 
such  lot  or  land  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
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under  the  penalty  of  three  pounds  for  every  such  oflfense  to  be 
paid  and  applied  for  and  towards  keeping  in  good  order  and 
repair  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways. 

[Section  XXV.]  (Section  XXVI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  every  supervi- 
sor or  supervisors  aforesaid  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  do 
and  perform  his  or  their  duty  as  directed  by  this  act  (not  other- 
wise particularly  provided  for)  shall  be  fined  and  pay  the  sum 
of  three  pounds  for  every  such  oflfense  to  be  recovered  in  a  sum- 
mary way  before  either  of  the  said  burgesses  of  the  said  borough 
or  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county  residing  in  the 
said  borough  and  to  be  applied  towards  rejwiiring  and  keeping 
clean  and  in  good  order  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways. 
Provided  always.  That  if  any  such  supervisor  or  supervisors 
shall  conceive  him  or  themselves  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of 
such  burgess  or  justice,  he  may  appeal  to  the  next  county  court 
of  general  quarter  sessions  who  shall  upon  the  petition  of  the 
j^arty  take  such  order  therein  as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and 
reasonable  and  the  same  shall  be  conclusive  to  all  parties. 

[Section  XXVI.]  (Section  XXVII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  person  or  persons 
who  shall  have  served  the  office  of  supervisor  or  supervisors 
the  preceeding  year,  shall  on  the  first  day  of  May  yearly  or 
within  six  days  after  make  up  and  produce  to  the  said  burgesses 
and  assistants  fair  and  just  accounts  of  all  such  sums  of  money 
by  him  or  them  expended  on  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  high- 
ways, and  of  all  sums  of  money  by  him  or  them  received  by  vir- 
tue of  any  assessments  and  of  all  fines  and  penalties  which  have 
come  to  their  hands,  which  accounts  shall  be  entered  in  a  book 
to  be  provided  for  that  purpose  and  shall  be  attested  on  oath 
or  affirmation  by  such  supervisor  or  supervisors  if  required  by 
any  three  or  more  of  the  freeholders  or  inhabitants  of  the  said 
borough,  and  the  said  burgesses  and  assistants  or  any  four  of 
them  of  which  four  a  burgess  shall  be  one,  shall  have  full  power 
to  adjust  and  settle  the  said  accounts  and  to  allow  of  such 
charges  and  sums  only  as  they  shall  think  just  and  reasonable, 
and  if  there  shall  appear  to  be  any  money  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  said  supervisor  or  supervisors  they  shall  by  order 
35— XII 
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in  writing  signed  by  them  direct  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  suc- 
ceeding supervisor  or  supervisors  but  in  case  the  said  supervi- 
sor or  supervisors  shall  be  found  in  advance  for  moneys  ex- 
pended and  shall  have  carefully  collected  the  sums  of  money 
assessed  and  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  then  the  said  bur- 
gesses and  assistants  shall  in  like  manner  order  the  succeeding 
supervisors  to  repay  and  reimburse  the  same  as  soon  as  a  suflft- 
cient  sum  of  money  shall  come  into  their  hands,  and  if  such 
supervisor  or  supervisors  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  up  and 
produce  fair  and  just  accounts  as  aforesaid,  or  having  made 
up  and  produced  such  accounts  shall  neglect  or  refuse  forth- 
with to  pay  the  moneys  which  he  or  they  shall  be  ordered  ai 
aforesaid  to  pay  or  shall  not  deliver  up  the  books  wherein  such 
accounts  shall  be  entered  to  their  successors,  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or  any 
justice  of  the  peace  on  complaint  to  him  made  by  any  two  of 
the  said  assistants  to  commit  such  delinquent  or  delinquents  to 
the  county  gaol  until  the  same  shall  be  done.  Provided  always, 
That  if  any  supervisor  shall  think  himself  aggrieved  by  the  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts  as  aforesaid,  he  may  (having  first  i>aid 
over  to  his  successor  or  successors  the  balance  found  in  his 
hands)  appeal  to  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions  who  shall 
on  the  petition  of  the  party,  take  such  order  therein  and  give 
such  relief  as  to  them  shall  seem  just  and  reasonable  and  the 
isame  shall  conclude  and  bind  all  parties. 

[Section  XXVII.]  (Section  XXVIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  borough 
of  York  according  to  the  extent,  bounds  and  limits  thereof  by 
charter  shall  henceforth  be  deemed  and  taken  and  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  one  district  in  the  said  county  of  York,  and  that 
two  overseers  of  the  poor  shall  be  appointed  and  one  inspector 
to  serve  at  the  general  election  in  and  for  the  county  of  York, 
shall  be  elected  in  and  for  the  said  borough,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  they  are  by  law  directed  to  be  appointed  and  chosen  in 
and  for  the  several  townships  within  this  commonwealth,  which 
said  overseers  so  nominated  and  inspectors  so  elected  shall 
have,  use  and  exercise  all  and  every  the  powers,  rights  and 
privileges,  and  be  subject  to  the  same  penalties  and  forfeitures  . 
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within  the  said  borough  respectively  which  are  lawfully  used, 
had  and  exercised  and  which  are  to  be  suffered  by  and  imposed 
on  the  several  overseers  and  inspectors  of  the  several  townships 
aforesaid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  they  were  respectively 
and  chosen  overseers  of  the  poor  and  inspector  of  any  of  the 
townships  [aforesaid]  in  pursuance  of  the  laws  of  this  common- 
wealth in  such  cases  made  and  provided. 

(Section  XXIX.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen 
whether  according  to  the  laws  now  in  force  the  justices  of  the 
peace  residing  within  the  said  borough  and  who  are  chargeable 
with  or  rated  to  the  taxes,  levies  or  rates  within  the  same  may 
lawfully  act  in  any  case  relating  to  the  said  borough. 

[Section  XXVIII.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  of  the  said  borough  and  all  and  every  the  jus- 
tice or  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  York  aforesaid,  re- 
siding or  being  in  the  same,  to  make,  do  and  execute  all  and 
every  act  or  acts,  matter  or  matters,  thing  or  things  appertain- 
ing to  their  ofHces  as  justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  the  laws  for  the  relief,  maintainance,  and 
settlement  of  poor  persons  for  passing  and  punishment  of 
vagrants,  for  opening,  amending  and  repairing  the  streets, 
lanes,  alleys  and  highways  or  to  any  other  laws  concerning 
taxes,  levies  or  rates  notwithstanding  any  such  justice  or  jus- 
tices is  or  are  rated  or  charged  with  the  taxes,  levies  or  rates 
within  the  same  borough. 

[Section  XXIX.]  (Section  XXX.  P.  L.)  Provided  always  and 
be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  this  act  or  any- 
thing herein  contained  shall  not  authorize  or  empower  any  jus- 
tice or  justices  of  the  peace  for  or  within  the  said  borough  to 
act  in  the  determination  of  any  appeal  to  the  quarter  sessions 
of  the  peace  for  the  said  county  of  York  from  any  order,  mat- 
ter or  things  relating  to  the  same  borough,  anything  herein  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding. 

(Section  XXXI.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  hath  frequently  hap- 
pened that  persons  in  digging  cellars  and  building  houses  have 
thrown  the  clay  and  dirt  from  their  cellars  and  the  rubbish 
from  the  buildings  into  the  streets^  lanes,  alleys  and  highways 
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of  the  said  borough  and  by  suffering  the  same  to  remain  there, 
have  rendered  the  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  impassa- 
ble. 

[Section  XXX.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  persons  in  digging  or  making 
cellars,  foundations  and  buildings,  vaults,  wells,  sinks,  drains 
or  other  works  or  improvements  shall,  after  the  publication  of 
this  act,  cast  or  throw  any  dirt,  clay,  stone  or  other  matter  into 
any  public  street,  lane,  alley  or  highway  so  as  unnecessarily  to 
incommode  or  annoy  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough  and 
shall  not  remove  the  same  upon  notice  given  to  him,  her  or 
them  by  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or  either  of  them  or 
by  the  regulators  aforesaid  or  any  two  of  them,  every  such  per- 
son and  persons  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted  before 
either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or  before  any  justice 
of  the  county  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  of- 
fense the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  and  shall  ]>ay  the  costs  of  re- 
moving the  same. 

[Section  XXXI.]  (Section  XXXII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons whatsoever  shall  cast  or  lay  or  cause  to  be  cast  or  laid  any 
shavings,  mud,  ashes  [dung]  or  other  filth  or  annoyance  on 
any  pavement,  street,  lane  or  alley  within  the  said  borough  and 
shall  not  remove  the  same  on  notice  given  to  him,  her  or  them 
by  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or  either  of  them  or  by  the 
regulators  aforesaid  or  any  two  of  them,  ever  such  person  and 
persons  so  offending  and  being  thereof  convicted  before  eith» 
of  the  said  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or  before  any  justice 
of  the  county  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such 
offense  the  sum  of  twenty  shilling  and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  re- 
moving the  same. 

[Section  XXXII.]  (Section  XXXIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  after  the  publication  of  this  act,  shall  cast  or  throw  out 
of  any  cart,  wagon  or  other  carriage  any  rubbish,  dirt  or  earth 
in  any  public  street,  lane  or  alley  of  the  said  borough,  save  only 
in  such  parts  and  places  as  shall  be  appointed  and  agreed  on  by 
the  said  regulators  and  supervisors  aforesaid,  or  any  three  of 
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theniy  every  such  person  and  persons  offending  and  being  there- 
of convicted  before  either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough 
or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county  shall  for- 
feit for  every  such  offense  the  sum  of  ten  shillings^  and  shall 
pay  the  cost  of  removing  the  same. 

[Section  XXXIII.  [  (Section  XXXIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  distiller, 
soap-boiler  or  tallow  chandler  within  the  said  borough  shall 
discharge  any  foul  or  nauseous  liquor  from  any  still-house  or 
work  shop,  so  that  such  liquor  shall  pass  into  or  along  any  of 
the  said  streets,  lanes  or  alleys,  or  if  any  soap-boiler  or  tallow 
chandler  shall  keep,  collect  or  use,  or  cause  to  kept,  collected 
or  used  in  any  of  the  built  parts  of  the  said  borough  any  stale, 
putrid  or  stinking  fat,' grease  or  other  matter,  or  if  any  butcher 
shall  keep  at  or  near  his  slaughter  house  any  garbage  or  filth 
whatsoever,  he,  she  or  they  so  offending  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or  either  of 
them  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  said  county  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  effense  the  sum  of  three  pounds, 
together  with  the  costs  of  prosecution. 

[Section  XXXIV.]  (Section  XXXV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  after  the  publication  hereof  presume  to  cast, 
carry,  draw  out  or  lay  any  dead  carcass  or  any  excrement  or 
filth  from  any  vaults,  privies  or  necessary  houses  and  shall  leave 
such  carcass  or  filth  without  burying  the  same  a  sufficient  depth 
in  any  unenclosed  grounds  within  the  limits  of  the  said  borough 
or  on  or  near  any  of  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or  highways 
aforesaid,  every  person  or  persons  so  offending  and  bein^ 
thereof  convicted  before  either  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  bor- 
ough or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  said  county  shall  for- 
feit for  every  [such]  offense  the  sum  of  three  pounds  and  shall 
pay  the  cost  of  removing  and  burying  such  carcass,  excrement 
or  filth  in  such  place  and  manner  as  the  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough  or  either  of  them  or  the  said  regulators  or  supervisors 
or  any  two  of  them  shall  direct  or  appoint 

[Section  XXXV.]  (Section  XXXVI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
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Bons  whatsoever  shall  wilfully  stop  or  obstruct  the  passage  of 
the  waters  of  any  of  the  common  sewers  hereafter  to  be  made 
within  the  said  borough  he  or  they  so  offending  shall  forfeit  for 
every  such  offense  any  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings  and 
shall  pay  the  cost  of  removing  such  obstruction. 

[Section  XXXVI.]  (Section  XXXVII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  person  or 
persons  shall  make  any  pavement  or  footway  before  their  houses 
and  lots  in  the  said  borough  of  a  greater  width  or  breadth  or 
height  than  allowed  or  directed  by  the  surveyors  or  regulators 
to  be  appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act  or  contrary  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  said  regulators,  or  any  two  of  them,  or  shall  set  up 
posts  in  the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  aforesaid  or  any  of  them 
otherwise  than  is  allowed  and  directed  by  the  said  regulators 
or  any  two  of  them  and  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  up,  re- 
move or  place  the  same  in  such  a  manner  as  the  said  regulators 
or  any  two  of  them  shall  direct  or  order,  after  two  days  notice 
to  him,  her  or  them  for  that  purpose  given  by  order  of  the  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  borough  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  county  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty 
shillings  for  [every]  such  offense,  and  the  said  regulators  or 
any  two  of  them  shall  and  may  take  up,  regulate  and  pull  down, 
remove  and  replace  such  pavement  and  posts  in  such  manner 
as  they  shall  think  proper  and  the  costs  of  taking  up,  regulating 
pulling  down,  removing  and  replacing  such  pavements  and 
posts  shall  be  paid  by  the  party  or  parties  so  offending  in  the 
premises. 

[Section  XXXVII.]  (Section  XXXVIII.P.  L.)  And  be  it 
further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person 
or  persons  shall  hereafter  make  or  set  up  or  cause  to  be  made 
and  set  up  in  any  street  of  sixteen  feet  wide  or  upwards  within 
the  said  borough  any  porch,  cellar  door  or  step  which  shall  ex- 
tend beyond  the  distance  of  five  feet  two  inches  into  such  street 
or  a  proportionate  distance  into  any  narrow  street,  lane  or  alley, 
except  in  high  street  where  the  steps  shall  not  exceed  six  feet 
two  inches  and  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  hereafter  make 
and  set  up  or  cause  to  be  made  and  set  up  any  bulk,  jut-window, 
or  incumbrance  whatsoever  whereby  any  passage  of  any  street, 
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lane  or  alley  shall  be  incommoded,  every  person  so  offending 
and  being  thereof  convicted  before  the  burgesses  of  the  said  bor- 
ough or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  aforesaid 
shall  for  every  such  offense  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  thirty 
shillings  aiid  shall  forthwith  remove  the  said  nuisance  or  cause 
the  same  to  be  removed,  aftd  no  failure  thereof  by  the  space  of 
three  days  next  after  notice  to  him,  her  or  them  for  that  pur- 
pose given  by  order  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  by  the 
said  regulators  or  any  two  of  them,  then  and  in  that  case  the 
regulators  aforesaid  or  any  of  them  shall  and  may  remove  the 
same  or  cause  the  same  to  be  removed  and  the  costs  and  ex- 
penses attending  such  removal  shall  be  paid  by  the  party  or 
parties  so  offending. 

[Section  XXXVIII.]  (Section  XXXIX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  fur- 
ther enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  owner  or 
owners  of  every  house  within  the  said  borough  having  at  the 
publication  hereof  any  porch,  cellar  door  or  step  extending  into 
any  street  beyond  the  limits  aforesaid  *or  having  fixed  or  fas- 
tened to  such  bulk,  jut-window  or  other  encumbrance  whatso- 
ever shall,  yearly  and  every  year  pay  to  the  supervisors  of  the 
said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  highways  to  be  applied  towards 
repairing  and  amending  the  same,  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  said 
burgesses  and  assistants  shall  assess,  until  such  porch,  cellar 
door  or  step  to  him,  her  or  them  respectively  belonging,  shall 
be  reduced  to  the  limits  aforesaid  or  such  bulk,  jut-window  or 
other  encumbrance  shall  be  removed  and  taken  away  and  every 
owner  or  owners  of  any  house  or  houses  whereunto  any  spouts 
or  gutters  shall  at  the  time  of  the  publication  hereof  be  so  fixed 
or  placed,  that  the  waters  thereby  discharged  may  incommode 
persons  passing  in  the  streets,  lanes  or  alleys  shall  and  they 
are  hereby  enjoined  and  required  forthwith  to  remove  or  ef- 
fectually to  alter  and  amend  the  same. 

[Section  XXXIX]  (Section  XL.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
after  the  publication  of  this  act  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously  re- 
move, misplace  or  injure  any  pipes  or  trunks  already  fixed  or 
placed  or  that  may  or  shall  hereafter  be  fixed  or  placed  by  direc- 
tion of  the  burgesses  and  assistants  of  the  said  borough,  for 
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conveying  water  to,  from  or  through  any  part  of  the  said  bor- 
ough, or  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  wilfully  or  maliciously 
without  the  consent  and  direction  of  the  burgesses  and  assist- 
ants aforesaid  by  any  ways  or  means  whatsoever  obstruct  or 
prevent  the  course  of  such  waters  in  or  through  any  such 
trunks,  pipes  or  conduits  as  are  or  shall  or  may  be  placed  tor 
the  reception  of  such  water,  every  person  so  offending  and  be- 
ing thereof  legally  convicted  before  the  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough  or  either  of  them  or  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  aforesaid  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  Ave  pounds 
for  every  such  offense,  and  shall  pay  the  costs  of  repairing  and 
putting  such  trunks,  conduits  or  cisterns  in  good  order  and  re- 
pair. 

(Section  XLI.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  hath  been  found  usual 
for  the  merchants  and  traders  within  the  said  borough  to  keep 
large  quantities  of  gunpowder  in  their  dwelling  houses  and 
shops,  to  the  manifest  danger  of  the  inhabitants. 

[Section  XL.]  Be  it  tlierefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  no  person  or  persons  whatsoever  within  the  limits 
of  the  said  borough  shall  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this 
act  keep  in  any  house,  shop,  cellar,  store  or  other  place  within 
the  said  borough  any  more  or  greater  quantity  than  twenty- 
flve  pounds  weight  of  gunpowder,  which  shall  be  kept  in  the 
highest  story  of  the  house  at  any  one  time,  unless  it  be  at  least 
fifty  yards  from  any  dwelling  house,  under  the  penalty  of  ten 
pounds. 

(Section  XLII.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  several  persons  without 
any  right  or  legal  authority,  have  built  on  and  fenced  in  several 
parts  of  the  commons  as  well  on  the  south  side  of  the  said  bor- 
ough as  on  the  west  side  of  the  Codorus  creek  which  by  this 
act  and  charter  of  incorporation  are  included  in  and  made  part 
of  the  said  borough,  which  commons  ought  not  to  be  only  bene- 
ficial and  convenient  for  the  inhabitants  as  an  outlet  and  pas- 
ture ground  for  their  cattle  in  the  meantime,  but  in  time  to 
come  may  be  appropriated  for  the  further  extension  and  in- 
crease of  the  buildings  of  the  said  borough. 

[Section  XLI.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  all  such  fences  or  other  erections  whatsoever  already 
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made  or  erected  by  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  on  those 
parts  of  the  said  commons  which  are  situated  on  the  east  side 
of  Oodorus  creek  and  lie  south  of  High  street  or  on  those  parts 
of  the  said  commons  which  are  situated  on  the  west  side  of 
the  said  creek  shall  be  deemed  and  hel^  and  taken  for  nuisances 
and  such  may  be  abated,  prostrated,  thrown  down  and  removed, 
and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  burgesses,  assistants, 
regulators  and  supervisors  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being  or  a 
majority  of  them  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  chief 
burgess  to  abate,  prostrate,  throw  down  and  remove  all  such 
fences  and  erections  as  are  now  erected  and  built  or  that  may 
hereafter  be  erected  and  built  or  made  upon  the  said  commons 
situate  and  described  as  last  aforesaid  and  in  case  the  said 
burgesses,  assistants,  regulators  and  supervisors  or  a  majorily 
of  them  as  aforesaid,  with  the  consent  of  the  chief  burgess  shall 
be  opposed  in  abating,  prostrating  or  throwing  down  the  said 
fences  or  erections,  that  then  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
burgesses,  assistants,  regulators  and  supA*visors,  or  a  majority 
of  them  as  aforesaid  to  call  to  their  assistance  all  or  any  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  who  are  hereby  enjoined 
and  required  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  burgesses,  assist- 
ants, regulators  and  supervisors  or  the  majority  of  them  as 
aforesaid  in  abating,  prostrating,  throwing  down  and  removing 
all  such  fences  and  erections  by  this  act  declared  nuisances  as 
aforesaid. 

[Section  XLII.]  (Section  XLIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
shall  at  any  time  after  the  publication  of  this  act  presume  to 
erect  [or  build]  any  buildings,  fences  or  other  erections  what- 
soever on  the  said  commons  in  the  last  forgoing  section  parti- 
cularly described,  that  then  the  said  buildings,  fences  or  other 
erections  shall  be  abated,  prostrated,  thrown  down  and  removed 
as  aforesaid,  and  the  offender  or  offenders  being  thereof  duly 
convicted  before  the  said  burgesses  or  any  one  of  them  shall 
pay  a  fine  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  burgesses  or  any  one  of 
them,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds,  to  be  levied  by  dis- 
tress and  sale  of  the  offender's  goods  as  is  hereinbefore  directed 
in  case  of  fines. 
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[Section  XLIII.]  (Section  XLIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons shall  dig  any  hole,  pit  op  quarry  on  the  commons  aforesaid 
without  having  first  obtained  leave  in  writing  from  the  bur- 
gesses and  assistants,  regulators  and  supervisors  aB, aforesaid, 
or  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  fill  up  and  level  such  hole,  pit  or 
quarry  after  one  month's  notice  given  by  the  burgesses,  assist- 
ants, regulators  or  supervisors  aforesaid,  or  any  two  of  them, 
that  then  the  said  regulators  and  supervisors  or  any  two  of  them 
shall  cause  the  said  holes,  pits  or  quarries  to  be  filled  up,  and 
the  party  or  parties  so  offending  shall  be  at  the  charge  and  ex- 
pense of  such  filling  up,  and  moreover  pay  a  fine  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  burgesses  and  assistants  not  exceeding  twenty 
pounds. 

[Section  XLIV.]  (Section  XLV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  the  penalties,  fines 
and  forfeitures  hereinbefore  imposed  by  this  act  the  manner 
of  levying  and  recovering  of  which  is  not  before  directed,  not 
exceeding  the  sum  of  ten  jwunds,  shall  be  recovered  before  one 
of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  or  before  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  of  and  for  the  said  county  of  York,  and  shall 
be  levied  by  warrant  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  burgess 
or  justice  directed  to  any  constable  of  the  said  borough  or 
county  who  is  hereby  empowered  and  required  to  execute  the 
same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  of- 
fender and  where  goods  and  chattels  suflScient  cannot  be  found 
then  the  party  or  parties  so  offending  shall  be  committed  to  the 
common  gaol  of  the  said  county  there  to  remain  until  payment 
made  or  until  discharged  by  due  course  of  law,  and  if  such  p«i- 
alties,  fines  and  forfeitures  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  ten  pounds, 
then  to  be  recovered  by  action  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  informa- 
tion in  any  county  court  within  this  state,  wherein  no  es^dn, 
protection  or  wager  of  law  nor  more  than  one  imparlance  shall 
be  allowed  and  all  fines  and  forfeitures  arising  by  this  act  not 
hereinbefore  appropriated  shall  be  paid  to  the  supervisors  of 
the  streets,  alleys  and  highways  to  be  employed  in  mending  and 
repairing  the  same. 

[Section  XLV.]  (Section  XLVI.  P.  L.)    Provided  neverthe- 
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less  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That 
the  party  who  may  be  dissatisfied  with  the  judgment  of  any 
burgess  and  assistants  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
aforesaid  in  pursuance  of  this  act  may  appeal  therefrom  to  the 
next  court  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  said 
county  of  York  within  ten  days  after  he,  she  or  they  shall  have 
notice  of  such  judgment  and  not  afterwards,  and  the  party  so 
appealing  as  aforesaid  shall  within  the  three  first  days  of  the 
next  ensuing  term  cause  an  entry  of  such  appeal  to  be  made 
with  the  prothonotary  of  the  said  court  and  the  said  court  shall 
proceed  thereon  as  nearly  as  may  be  after  the  manner  in  which 
the  said  courts  are  directed  to  proceed  in  appeals  from  the  judg- 
ment of  justices  of  the  peace  in  cases  of  debts  and  demands. 

[Section  XL VI.]  (Section  XLVII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  nothing  in  a  certain  act  of 
assembly  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seveni 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  entitled  "An  act  for  opening  and  bet- 
ter amending  and  keeping  in  repair  the  public  roads  and  high- 
ways within  this  province,"*  shall  be  deemed,  construed  or 
taken  to  extend  to  the  public  roads,  streets,  lanes  or  alleys 
within  the  said  borough  or  to  the  assessing  the  inhabitants 
thereof  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned  or  to  any  other  mat- 
ter or  thing  to  be  done  or  performed  therein,  but  the  said  act 
so  far  as  it  respects  or  relates  to  said  borough  and  no  further 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  repealed. 

[Section  XLVIL]  (Section  XLVIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  also 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons be  sued  or  prosecuted  for  anything  done  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  he,  she  or  they  may  plead  the  general  issue  and  give 
this  act  and  the  special  matter  in  evidence  for  their  justifica- 
tion; and  if  the  plaintiff  or  prosecutor  become  non-suit  or  suffer 
a  discontinuance  or  a  verdict  pass  against  him,  the  defendant 
shall  have  treble  costs,  to  be  recovered  as  in  cases  where  costs 
by  law  are  given  to  defendants. 

Passed  September  24, 1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  269,  etc. 

>  Chapter  668. 
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CHAPTER  MCOOXVI. 


AN  ACT  TO  REGULATE  AND  DECLARE  ESCHEATS. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  due  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  every  country  greatly  depends  on  the  certainty  of  titles 
to  real  estates  and  no  regular  course  of  proceeding  hath  been 
heretofore  provided  in  Pennsylvania  for  distinguishing  and 
bringing  into  the  public  treasury  the  value  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  of  such  persons  who  being  jwssessed  thereof 
within  the  same,  die  intestate  and  without  any  known  kindred, 
whereby  the  commonwealth  is  prevented  of  her  rights  and  tEe 
real  estates  which  were  of  such  intestates  are  holden  by  the 
possessors  of  the  same  without  any  legal  title  and  the  improve- 
ment thereof  is  consequently  greatly  hindered: 

Wherefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  from  and  after  the  publication  of 
this  act  if  any  person  who  at  the  time  of  his  or  their  death  was 
seized  or  possessed  of  any  real  or  personal  estate  within  this 
commonwealth,  die  intestate  without  heirs  or  any  known  kin- 
dred, such  estate  shall  escheat  to  the  commonwealth,  subject 
to  all  legal  demands  on  the  same.  Provided,  That  no  escheat  of 
real  estate  for  want  of  heirs  shall  be  where  brothers  or  sisters 
of  the  half  blood  or  father  or  mother  or  grandfather  or  grand- 
mother of  the  deceased  survive  to  take  the  same,  but  that  sudh 
brother  and  brothers,  sister  and  sisters  by  equal  portions  if 
there  be  more  than  one  or  in  default  thereof,  such  father  or  in 
default  of  him  such  mother  or  in  default  thereof  such  grand- 
father, or  in  default  of  him  such  grandmother,  shall  inherit  and 
hold  the  same  estate  in  fee  simple. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  supreme  executive  coun- 
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cil  may  and  shall  commissionate  a  person  of  integrity  and  abil- 
ity to  be  escheator  general  of  this  commonwealth  (who  shall 
hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  seven  years  if  he  shall  so  long  be- 
have himself  well)  and  shall  be  empowered  to  apjwint  a  deputy 
in  each  county  within  the  same,  for  whom  he  shall  be  account- 
able.   And  so  often  as  information  shall  be  given  to  the  es- 
cheator general  to  the  deputy  escheator  of  the  proper  county 
of  any  person  dying  intestate  or  without  heirs  or  any  known 
kindred  as  aforesaid,  and  who  was  at  the  time  of  his  or  her 
death  seized  or  possessed  of  any  real  or  personal  estate  within 
such  county,  the  said  escheator  general  shall  forthwith  issue 
his  precept  directed  to  the  sheriff  or  the  coroner  of  the  county 
as  the  case  may  require  thereby  commanding  such  sheriff  or 
coroner  to  impanel  and  summon  twenty-four  good  and  lawful 
men  of  the  same  county  to  come  before  the  said  escheator  or 
the  deputy  to  be  named  therein  at  some  public  and  convenient 
place  within  the  said  county  no  less  than  ten  nor  more  then 
twenty  days  thereafter  to  enquire  whether  (as  shall  be  alleged) 
the  said  person  hath  died  without  heirs  or  known  kindred  as 
aforesaid  and  whether  such  decedent  was  at  the  time  of  his  or 
her  death  seized  or  possessed  of  any  and  what  estate,  real  or 
personal  in  the  same  county,  and  also  in  whose  hands  or  pos- 
session the  same  shall  be.     And  when  the  said  twenty-four  per- 
sons so  empanelled  as  aforesaid  or  any  sixteen  or  more  of  them 
shall  appear  according  to  the  summons  aforesaid,  they  (not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-three  in  number)  be  sworn  or  affirmed  as  an  in- 
quest to  inquire  concerning  the  matters  in  the  said  precept  set 
forth,  and  the  said  escheator  or  his  deputy  and  the  said  inquest 
shall  thereupon  proceed  to  inquire  by  the  testimony  of  compe- 
tent witnesses  duly  sworn  or  affirmed  and  other  lawful  evidence 
concerning  the  matter  in  the  said  precept  set  forth,  and  shall 
permit  withnesses  upion  oath  or  affirmation  made  before  him 
(which  he  is  hereby  empowered  to  administer)  and  other  lawful 
evidence  to  be  heard  and  adduced.     And  if  any  twelve  or  more 
of  the  said  inquest  shall  find  that  any  such  estate,  real  or  per- 
sonal within  the  said  county  have  escheated  to  the  common- 
wealth an  inquisition  thereof  shall  be  made,  signed  and  sealed 
by  the  escheator  or  his  deputy  and  twelve  or  more  of  the  in- 
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quest  that  find  the  same  setting  forth,  that  the  intestate  person 
in  the  same  writ  named,  hath  died  without  heirs  or  any  known 
kindred  and  specifying  the  estate,  real  or  personal  (if  any)  of 
which  such  intestate  died  seized  or  possessed  and  also  the  par- 
son or  person  in  whose  hands  or  possession  the  same  estate  shall 
be,  which  inquisition  to  be  taken  as  aforesaid  shall  be  certified 
and  transmitted  to  the  escheator-general  as  soon  as  conven- 
iently may  be  after  the  holding  of  such  inquiry  into  the  office 
of  the  prothonotary  of  the  supreme  court 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  immediately  upon  the  finding 
of  such  inquisition  the  escheator-general  shall  issue  his  writ  di- 
rected to  the  coroner  or  sheriff  of  the  county  as  the  case  shall 
require  commanding  him  to  seize,  attach  and  secure  the  goods 
and  chattels  so  found  to  be  escheated  as  aforesaid  in  whose 
bands  soever  the  same  shall  be  found  or  if  it  be  found  by  the 
said  inquest  that  the  said  goods  or  chattels  be  eloigned,  th^i 
to  seize  and  attach  so  much  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  have  eloigned  the  same  as  shall  be 
equal  in  value  to  the  goods  and  chattels  which  be  eloigned,  un- 
less the  person  or  persons  in  whose  hands  or  possession  such 
goods  and  chattels  be  found  give  bond  to  the  commonwealth 
with  sufficient  security  to  appear  at  the  next  supreme  court 
thereafter  to  traverse  the  said  inquisition,  and  likewise  in  case 
the  same  be  confirmed  to  render  to  the  commonwealth  the  same 
goods  and  chattels  found  to  be  in  his  or  her  hands,  which  writ 
so  to  be  issued  shall  be  duly  returned  to  the  escheator-general, 
together  with  an  inventory  and  appraisement  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  (if  any)  which  be  seized  and  attached  by  virtue  thereof, 
and  the  said  sheriff  or  coroner  shall  thereupon  sell  the  same 
goods  and  chattels  at  public  auction  after  ten  days  public 
notice  of  such  sale  and  shall  without  delay  pay  over  the  moneys 
arising  therefrom  to  the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth,  a  copy 
of  which  return,  inventory  and  appraisement,  together  with  the 
account  of  sale  of  the  same  goods  and  chattels  shall  without 
delay  be  transmitted  to  the  escheator-general  of  the  common- 
wealth, and  the  same  sheriff  shall  be  accountable  to  the  said 
comptroller-general  as  in  other  cases  for  the  moneys  which  by 
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virtue  of  this  act  shall  come  to  his  hands,  and  in  case  of  lands 
or  hereditaments  which  may  be  found  to  be  escheated  to  the 
commonwealth,  the  said  escheator-general  shall  lease  the  same 
for  any  term  not  exceeding  two  years  to  the  person  or  persons 
who  at  the  time  of  finding  the  inquisition  concerning  the  same 
shall  be  in  possession  thereof,  provided  he  give  a  reasonable 
rent  therefore,  and  if  the  person  or  persons  so  in  possession 
claim  title  thereto,  he,  she  or  they  shall  give  bond  as  aforesaid 
to  prosecute  his,  her  or  their  claim  before  the  supreme  court 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed  and  also  pay  to  the  common- 
wealth a  reasonable  rent  for  the  annual  profits  of  the  same 
land  and  hereditaments  in  case  the  judgment  of  the  said  court 
shall  establish  the  title  of  the  commonwealth  and  in  case  such 
tenant  or  tenants  in  possession  will  not  accept  of  a  lease  as 
aforesaid  and  give  such  bond  as  aforesaid  the  escheator-general 
shall  lease  the  same  lands  and  hereditaments  during  the  term 
aforesaid  to  some  other  tenant  or  tenants  of  sufficient  ability 
and  issue  his  writ  in  the  nature  of  an  habere  facias  possessionem 
directed  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner  of  the  county  as  the  case  may 
require  commanding  such  officer  to  remove  the  tenant  or  ten- 
ants off  the  premises  out  of  possession  and  to  deliver  possession 
thereof  to  such  lessee  or  lessees. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  after  the  return  of  such  inqui- 
sition as  aforesaid  into  the  office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the  su- 
preme court  as  aforesaid,  if  there  be  any  that  claim  the  estate, 
real  or  personal,  so  as  aforesaid  found  to  be  escheated,  he,  she 
or  they  shall  be  heard  without  delay  upon  a  traverse  to  the 
office,  monstrans  de  droit,  or  petition  of  right,  and  the  testi- 
mony taken  in  writing  on  finding  of  the  inquisition  concerning 
the  same  land  shall  be  admitted  as  legal  testimony  on  the  part 
of  the  commonwealth,  but  if  no  such  claim  be  made  to  lands  so 
found  to  be  escheated  as  aforesaid  within  seven  years  next 
after  the  inquisition  concerning  the  same  be  returned  into  the 
office  of  the  prothonotary  of  the  supreme  court,  or  if  upon  claim, 
the  title  of  the  commonwealth  be  established  to  any  lands 
which  be  found  to  be  escheated  as  aforesaid,  in  such  case  the 
prothonotary  of  the  supreme  court  shall  certify  to  the  escheator 
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general  that  no  claim  had  been  made  or  that  if  such  claim  had 
been  made,  judgment  thereupon  had  been  rendered  against  the 
same,  and  the  title  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  same  land  es- 
tablished, whereupon  the  said  escheator  shall  proceed  to  make 
sale  by  public  auction  of  the  premises  to  him,  her  or  them  that 
will  offer  the  best  and  highest  price  for  the  same,  such  sale  to 
be  after  public  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  thereof 
advertised  at  least  one  month  in  two  or  more  of  the  public  news- 
papers of  this  commonwealth,  and  also  by  writings  affixed  on 
the  door  or  doors  of  the  court  house  of  the  county  wherein  the 
lands  lie,  and  immediately  after  the  sale  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
made,  the  escheator  shall  certify  the  name,  surname  and  addi- 
tion of  the  purchaser  of  the  lands  sold  by  him  as  hereinbefore 
directed  to  the  president  or  in  his  absence  the  vice-president  in 
council,  who  on  the  filing  of  such  certificate  in  the  office  of 
their  secretary,  together  with  an  acquitance  from  the  treasurer 
of  this  commonwealth  for  the  price  bidden  and  offered  as 
aforesaid  shall  by  deed  under  the  great  seal,  grant  the  same 
lands  and  hereditaments  to  the  purchaser  thereof  to  hold  to 
him  or  her,  his  or  her  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  subject,  never- 
theless to  any  reversion,  remainder,  lease,  rent,  common  mort- 
gage, encumbrance,  office  or  other  profits  issuing  out  of  the 
same  lands  as  the  same  lands  respectively  were  subjected  to, 
before  the  finding  of  the  inquisition  touching  the  particular 
lands  so  sold.  Provided  always.  That  the  person  or  persons 
who  were  entitled  to  such  reversion,  remainder,  lease,  rent, 
common  mortgage,  lien,  office  or  other  profit,  had  previously  to 
the  sale  of  the  said  lands,  exhibited  his,  her  or  their  title  to  the 
supreme  court,  and  established  his,  her  or  their  title  to  the  same, 
in  default  of  which  they  shall  be  forever  debarred  from  recover- 
ing the  same. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  shall  within  seven 
years  next  after  the  sale  of  any  lands  as  herebef ore  directed  ap- 
pear and  make  claim  thereto  in  manner  aforesaid  and  estab- 
lish his,  her  or  their  title  to  the  same  as  hereinafter  directed,  in 
such  case  and  not  otherwise  such  person  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  treasurer  of  this  state  by  virtue  of  a  warrant 
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for  the  same  signed  by  the  president  or  in  his  absence  by  the 
vice-president  in  council  all  such  moneys  as  the  com- 
monwealth shall  have  received  on  the  sale  of  such  lands 
after  all  charges  thereon  be  deducted,  and  if  any  person 
within  five  years  next  after  the  sale  of  such  ^oods  and  chattels 
aforesaid  shall  make  his  or  her  claim  in  manner  hereinbefore  di- 
rected and  establish  his  or  her  right  thereto  as  hereinafter 
provided  he  or  she  shall  in  like  manner  as  in  the  case  of  real 
estate  by  warrant  of  the  president  or  vice-preseident  in  council 
receive  such  moneys  as  had  been  received  by  the  common- 
wealth for  the  same  goods  and  chattels  after  all  charges  thereon 
be  deducted. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  Provided  always,  That  if  at  the  time  of 
sale  as  aforesaid  any  person  having  claim  to  the  goods  and 
chattels  or  to  the  lands  so  sold  as  aforesaid  be  out  of  this  state, 
covert  baron,  imprisoned,  an  infant  or  insane,  such  person,  if 
an  inhabitant  of  this  state,  shall  be  allowed  in  the  case  of  goods 
and  chattels  two  years,  and  in  case  of  real  estate,  four  years,  to 
be  computed  from  and  after  the  return  of  such  claimant  into 
this  state,  becoming  discovert  at  large,  attaining  to  full  age  or 
recovering  sound  mind  and  memory  as  the  case  may  be,  to  make 
hisj  or  her  claim  to  such  estate  respectively,  and  that  any  person 
having  claim  to  such  real  or  personal  estate,  who,  at  the  time  of 
such  sale  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  this  state,  yet  be  of  full 
age  and  of  sane  mind  and  memory,  such  person  continuing  to 
reside  elsewhere  shall  be  allowed  to  make  his  or  her  claim  as 
aforesaid  within  five  years,  to  be  computed  from  and  after  the 
sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  and  seven  years  to  be  computed 
from  and  after  the  sale  of  the  land  by  such  person  so  claimed. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  at  the  time  of 
the  death  of  any  intestate  as  aforesaid  shall  be  indebted  to  such 
intestate,  or  if  any  part  of  the  estate,  real  or  personal  which 
was  of  such  intestate  and  not  mentioned  and  included  in  such 
inquisition  be  in  the  hands  or  possession  of  any  person  dwelling 
within  this  state,  the  same  shall  be  recovered  to  the  use  of  the 
commonwealth  by  information  of  debt,  intrusion  or  action  in 
the  nature  or  trover  and  conversion,  or  ux>on  the  case  for  money 
36— XII 
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received  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth,  aB  the  case  may  re- 
quire, in  which  proceedings  respectively  the  inquisition  touch- 
ing the  estate  of  such  intestate  shall  be  admissible  evidence  to 
prove  that  the  same  intestate  died  without  heirs  or  known  kin- 
dred as  hereinbefore  described. 

(Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  with  intent  that  all  estates,  real  and 
personal  which  shall  escheat  to  the  commonwealth  from  and 
after  the  publication  of  this  act  may  be  discovered  so  that  the 
commonwealth  may  be  secured  of  the  public  right  to  the  same 
and  that  the  titles  to  such  lands  which  shall  so  escheat  may  be 
re-established  and  industry  and  improvement  thereupon  exerted 
by  the  future  possessors  thereof  with  full  confidence. 

[Section  VII.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  person  who  shall  first  inform  the  president 
or  vice-president  in  council  by  writing  signed  by  such  person 
in  the  presence  of  two  subscribing  witnesses  of  any  escheat 
happening  within  this  commonwealth  from  and  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  act  and  who  shall  procure  necessary  evidence  to 
substantiate  the  title  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  same  and 
shall  prosecute  the  right  of  the  commonwealth  thereto  with 
effect,  such  person  shall  be  entitled  to  one-third  part  of  the 
price  which  such  goods  and  chattels  or  one-fifth  part  of -the 
price  which  such  lands  respectively  shall  have  produced  after 
all  costs  of  prosecution  and  charges  of  sale  be  deducted  there- 
from. 

"^  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless,  That  before  such 
[third]  part  be  paid  to  the  person  who  shall  first  give  informa- 
tion as  aforesaid,  his  or  her  heirs  or  representatives  (which  pay- 
ment shall  be  by  warrant  for  the  same,  signed  by  the  president 
or  vice-president  In  council  on  the  treasurer  of  the  common- 
wealth) bond  with  sufladent  freehold  security  shall  be  given  to 
the  commonwealth,  conditioned  to  refund  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof  as  the  case  may  be  If  any  claimant  to  the  estate  upon 
which  such  one-third  or  one-fifth  part  shall  become  payable 
appear  within  the  time  hereinbefore  limited  touching  such 
estate  and  establish  his  or  her  title  to  the  goods  and  chattels 
or  lands  respectively  which  shall  have  been  sold  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)     And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  every  case  wherein  goods  or 
chattels  or  lands  be  holden  in  common  with  any  person  whose 
estate  shall  escheat  as  aforesaid,  the  commonwealth  shall  not 
acquire  by  such  escheat  any  other  or  greater  title  to  the  same 
than  the  person  who  shall  die  intestate  without  heirs  or  known 
kindred  as  aforesaid. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  XII.  P.  L.)  And  Be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  escheator-general  be- 
fore he  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  as  required  by  this 
act  shall  give  bond  with  two  sufficient  sureties  to  the  common- 
wealth for  his  faithful  performance  of  the  trust  reposed  in  him 
as  aforesaid  in  the  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds,  which  bond 
shall  be  deemed^  to  relate  to  his  proceedings  by  virtue  of  this 
act  during  seven  years  from  and  after  the  date  thereof  and  not 
afterwards  and  shall  be  enforced  as  to  any  suit  or  action  which 
shall  be  commenced  within  the  term  of  twelve  years,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  date  of  such  bond  and  not  otherwise,  and  that 
the  escheator  who  shall  then  be  in  office  shall  at  the  end  of  the 
term  of  seven  years  renew  the  security  by  this  act  required  of 
him  in  like  manner  and  to  like  effect  as  afore  directed,  and  is 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  supreme  executive 
council  to  take  care  that  the  escheator  give  bond  and  renew  the 
same  conformably  to  the  directions  of  this  act,  and  that  the 
same  bond  be  recorded  in  the  rolls-office  of  this  commonwealth. 

[Section  X.]  (Section  XIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  futher  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  fees  and  reward  of  the  e»- 
cheators  aforesaid  shall  be  as  follows: 

For  receiving  and  filing  each  information,  twenty  shillings. 

For  issuing  writs  or  precepts  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner,  fifteen 
shillings. 

For  filing  return,  three  shillings. 

For  every  subpoena  for  witnesses  (four  to  be  named  in  each 
if  so  many  there  be)  five  shilling  and  seven  pence. 

For  calling  and  attesting  the  jury  of  enquiry  and  holding, 
drawing  and  filing  the  inquisition,  thirty-five  shillinga 

Attesting  each  witness,  one  shilling  and  six  pence. 

For  examining  witnesses  and  reducing  their  testimony  to 
writing,  for  each  line  of  twelve  words,  four  pence. 
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For  all  copies  (beside  the  certificate)  for  each  line  of  twelve 
words,  two  pence. 

And  for  a  certificate  besides  the  copy,  0e<ven  shillings  and 
six  pence. 

For  drawing  a  bond  to  traverse  the  inquisition,  if  necessary, 
seven  shillings  and  six  pence. 

For  filing  the  same,  three  shillings. 

Executing  every  lease  and  filing  the  counterpart  (the  expense 
of  drawing  the  same  to  be  paid  by  the  lessee)  fifteen  shillings. 

And  that  the  fees  of  the  prothonotary,  sheriff  and  other  of- 
ficers of  the  supreme  court  and  jurors  and  witnesses  shall  be 
the  same  as  they  are  entitled  to  receive  for  similar  services  in 
the  same  court 

[Section  XI.]  (Section  XIV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  in  all  cases  where  escheats  for 
want  of  heirs  or  known  kindred  have  happened,  as  well  pre- 
viously to  the  late  revolution,  as  since  the  same,  they  and  each 
of  them  shall  be  inquired  of  by  the  escheator-general  or  his  de- 
puty, decided  upon  by  like  traverse  and  claim,  and  under  the 
like  limitations  of  time  for  making  such  traverse  and  claim, 
exposed  to  sale  and  sold  in  like  manner  as  is  herebefore  pro- 
vided as  to  escheats  for  want  of  heirs,  and  the  moneys  thence 
arising  shall  belong  and  go  as  the  same  by  law  would  before 
the  publication  of  this  act. 

(Section  XV.  P.  L.)  Provided,  That  the  brothers  or  sisters 
of  the  half  blood,  the  father,  mother,  [grandfather]  or  grand- 
mother of  the  person  so  dying  shall  not  have  any  benefit  or  share 
of  the  escheats  which  have  happened  heretofore.  Provided 
also.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shalfaffect  the  claim  of  any  per- 
son who  shall  be  possessed  of  any  escheat  which  had  previously 
happened  as  aforesaid  by  virtue  of  an  escheat  warrant  for  the 
re-surveying  of  any  lands  that  had  formerly  escheated. 

(Section  XVI.  P.  L.)  Provided  nevertheless^  That  such  es- 
cheat warrant  and  the  survey  which  hath  been  made  thereon 
be  returned  into  the  office  of  the  surveyor-general  of  this  state 
within  two  years  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act 
and  that  the  purchase  money,  together  with  the  interest  which 
shall  be  due  upon  the  same  be  satisfied  within  one  year  th«e- 
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after,  where  such  survey  hath  not  been  duly  returned  and  sat- 
isfaction made  for  the  same  land  heretofore. 

[Section  XII.]  (Section  XVII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  proceedings  in  cases 
of  escheats  of  lands  and  goods  and  chattels  which  shall  here- 
after accrue  to  the  commonwealth  by  forfeit  upon  attaint  shall 
commence  by  the  issuing  of  a  commission  out  of  the  supreme 
court  to  the  escheator-general  directed,  commanding  him  to  en- 
quire concerning  the  same,  whereupon  the  same  escheator  shall 
send  forth  his  precept  to  the  sheriff  or  coroner,  who  thereupon 
shall  hold  an  inquest  and  return  the  inquisition,  lease,  sell  and 
dispose  of  the  personal  estate,  if  any,  and  the  money  arising 
from  the  same  escheats,  and  the  supreme  court  shall  allow  of 
traverses  and  claims  (if  made  under  the  limitations  hereinbe- 
fore provided)  to  such  forfeited  property  and  decide  upon  the 
same,  direct  the  sale  of  such  real  estate  and  give  relief  to  those 
whose  traverses  shall  succeed  and  whose  claims  be  allowed 
and  the  president  in  council  shall  give  a  deed  for  any  real  es- 
tate so  sold  as  aforesaid  in  like  manner  and  to  similar  effect 
as  in  the  cases  of  escheats  for  defect  of  heirs.  And  all  creditors 
of  any  attained  person  who  have  or  shall  have  a  demand  of 
debt  or  other  demand  of  a  pecuniary  nature  upon  the  estates 
which  were  of  such  offenders  respectively  shall  be  satisfied  out 
of  the  estate,  real  and  personal  of  the  debtors  severally,  but 
in  case  any  such  estate  prove  insolvent,  the  demands  aforesaid 
made  upon  it  within  one  year  from  the  attainder  of  the  offender 
shall  be  paid  in  equal  and  proportionate  manner  according  to 
the  quantity  of  the  demands,  whether  the  same  be  yet  due  and 
payable  or  payable  thereafter  and  the  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  or  any  two  of  them  shall  hear  and  determine  upon  all 
and  any  claims  as  last  aforesaid  in  a  summary  manner  as  lio 
equity  shall  appertain,  and  the  widow,  child,  children  [and] 
kindred  of  the  offender  shall  be  awarded  their  respective  legal 
demands  upon  the  estate,  which  he  or  she  shall  forfeit  as  afore- 
said, in  like  summary  manner  upon  petition  to  the  justices  of 
the  supreme  court,  made  within  two  years  after  the  attainder 
of  the  forfeiting  persons  respectively  [but  not  afterwards]  by 
the  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same.    Pro- 
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yidedy  That  no  person  shall  have  any  share  or  part  of  any  es- 
tate which  shall  be  escheated  by  attainder  for  discovering  the 
same  to  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council,  unless  the 
president  or  vice-preseident  in  council  by  proclamation  think 
fit  to  offer  [a  reward]  for  such  discovery,  which  reward  shall 
not  exceed  one-half  of  the  moneys  arising  from  the  same  after 
all  charges  and  costs  be  deducted  nor  unless  the  person  dis- 
covering the  same  procure  the  necessary  evidence  to  substan- 
tiate the  title  of  the  commonwealth  thereto,  and  prosecute  the 
right  of  the  commonwealth  to  the  same  with  effect. 

[Section  XIII.]  (Section  XVIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  furtlier  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  escheator-general  or 
his  deputies  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  have  access  to  the 
public  papers  in  the  land  oflftce  and  other  public  records  free 
from  any  cost,  charge  or  fee. 

Passed  September  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  294,  etc 
See  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  February  23,  1791,  Chapter  162S. 


CHAPTER  MOIXXVII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  INCORPORATING  THE  GERMAN  REFORMED  CONGRE- 
GATION OF  FRANKFORD  IN  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  OXFORD  AND 
COUNTY  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  congregation  of  the  German 
Reformed  church  of  Frankford  in  the  township  of  Oxford  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  have  prayed  that  their  said  congrega- 
tion may  be  incorporated  and  by  law  enabled  as  a  body  corpo- 
rate and  politic  to  receive  and  hold  such  charitable  donations 
and  bequests  as  have  been  or  that  hereafter  may  be  made  to 
their  said  society  and  vested  with  such  powers^  and  privileges 
as  are  enjoyed  by  other  religious  societies^  who  are  incorporated 
within  this  state: 

And  whereas  this  house  is  disposed  to  exercise  the  powers 
vested  in  the  legislature  of  this  commonwealth  for  the  en- 
couragement of  pious  and  charitable  purposes: 
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Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  CJommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same,  That  Philip  Paule,  the  present  minister 
of  the  said  congregation,  Rudolph  Neff,  Jacob  Neflf,  George  Cas- 
tor, senior,  and  Frederick  Castor,  the  present  trustees,  Jacob 
Meyers,  Rudolph  Mower,  Jacob  Sibley  and  Joseph  Dearman, 
the  present  elders,  John  Rohrer,  Adam  Baker,  George  Rohrer 
and  Jacob  Castor,  the  present  deacons,  and  their  successors 
duly  elected  and  appointed  in  such  manner  as  hereinafter  is 
directed,  be  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be  made  and  con- 
stituted a  corporation  and  body  politic  and  corporate  in  law  and 
in  fact  to  have  continuance  forever  by  the  name,  style  and  title 
of  "The  Minister,  Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  German 
Reformed  Congregation  of  Frankford  in  the  township  of  Ox- 
ford and  county  of  Philadelphia." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  minister,  trustees, 
elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors  by  the  name,  style  and 
title  aforesaid  shall  forever  hereafter  be  persons  able  and  capa- 
ble in  law  as  well  to  take,  receive  and  hold  all  and  all  manner 
of  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  franchises  and  other  here- 
ditaments which  at  any  time  or  times  heretofore  have  been 
granted,  bargained,  sold,  enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  other- 
wise conveyed  to  the  said  congregation  and  church  of  the  town- 
ship and  county  aforesaid  now  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
aforesaid  Reverend  Philip  Paule,  or  to  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons to  their  use  or  in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  lands,  tene- 
ments, rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  heredita- 
ments are  hereby  vested  and  established  in  the  said  minister, 
trustees,  elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors  forever,  ac- 
cording to  the  original  use  and  intent  for  which  such  devises, 
gifts  and  grants  were  respectively  made,  and  the  said  corpora- 
tion and  their  successors  are  hereby  declared  to  be  seized  and 
possessed  of  such  estate  and  estates  therein  as  in  and  by  the 
respectiTPe  grants,  bargains,  sales,  enfeoffments,  releases,  de- 
vises or  other  conveyances  thereof  is  or  are  declared,  limited  or 
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expressed,  and  also  that  the  said  corporation  at  all  timee  h«re; 
after  shall  be  able  and  capable  to  purchase,  have,  receive,  take, 
hold  and  enjoy  in  fee  simple  or  less  estate  or  estates  any  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  annuities,  liberties,  franchises  and  other  here- 
ditaments by  the  gift,  grant,  bargain,  sale,  alienation,  enfeoff- 
ment, release,  confirmation  or  devise  of  any  person  or  persons, 
bodies  politic  and  corporate  capable  and  able  to  make  the  same 
and  further  that  the  said  corporation  and  their  successors  may 
take  and  receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  and  any  portion 
of  goods  and  chattels  that  have  been  or  hereafter  shall  be  given 
or  bequeathed  to  them  or  to  the  said  church  by  any  i)erson  or 
persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate  able  and  capable  to  make 
a  gift  or  bequest  thereof,  such  money,  goods  or  chattels  to  be 
laid  out  and  disposed  of  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  con- 
gregation agreeably  to  the  intention  of  the  donor. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  misnomer  of  the  said  min- 
ister, trustees,  elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors  shall 
defeat  or  annul  any  gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest  to  or  from  the 
said  corporation,  provided  the  intent  of  the  party  or  parties 
shall  sufficiently  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  gift,  grant,  will  or 
other  writing  whereby  any  estate  or  interest  was  intended  to 
pass  to  or  from  the  said  corporation,  nor  shall  any  disuser  or 
nonuser  of  the  rights,  liberties  and  privileges,  jurisdictions  and 
authorities  hereby  granted  to  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  or  any  of  them,  create  or  cause  a  forfeiture  thereof. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  rents,  interests  and  profits 
of  the  said  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  said  church  and  cor- 
poration shall  by  the  said  minister,  trustees,  elders  and  deacons 
and  their  successors  from  time  to  time  be  applied  and  laid  out 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  gospel  ministry  in  the 
said  congregation,  for  repairing  and  maintaining  their  church 
or  place  of  public  worship,  lots  of  land,  burial  ground,  parson- 
age house  or  other  houses  and  buildings  which  now  do  or  here- 
after shall  belong  to  the  said  church  and  corporation,  and  such 
pious  and  charitable  uses  as  shall  be  thought  proper  by  the 
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«aid  minister,  trustees,  elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors 
or  by  a  quorum  of  them. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  minister,  trustees, 
elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors  shall  not  by  deed  or 
any  otherwise  grant,  alien,  convey  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any 
part  or  parcel  of  the  estate,  real  or  personal  in  the  said  corpora- 
tion vested  or  to  be  vested  nor  charge  nor  encumber  the  same,  to 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  except  by  and  with  the  con^ 
sent  of  two-thirds  of  the  regular  members  of  the  said  congrega- 
tion. Provided  always.  That  no  deed  or  other  conveyance  made 
by  the  said  corporation  bona  fide  and  for  a  valuable  considera- 
tion for  any  part  of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  church  and  con- 
gregation in  case  the  possession  thereof  pass  immediately  to 
the  purchaser  or  purchasers  and  continue  in  him,  her  or  them, 
his,  her  or  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  be  called  in  question  for 
want  of  the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the  regular  members 
of  the  said  congregation  unless  the  same  be  questioned  within 
seven  years  from  and  after  the  sale  and  delivery  of  possession 
of  such  real  estate  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  corporation  shall  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  make,  have  and  use  one  common 
seal  with  such  device  and  inscription  as  they  shall  think  pro- 
per and  the  same  to  break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  ministers,  trus- 
tees, elders  and  deacons  and  their  successors  by  the  name  of 
^'The  Minister,  Trustees,  Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  German  Re- 
formed CJongregation  of  Frankford  in  the  township  of  Oxford 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,"  shall  be  able  and  capable  in  law 
to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any  court  or  be- 
fore any  judge  or  justice,  in  all  and  all  manner  of  suits,  pleas, 
complaints,  matters  and  demands  of  whatever  kind,  nature  or 
form  they  may  be  and  all  and  every  matter  and  thing  therein 
to  do  in  as  full  and  effectual  a  manner  as  any  other  person, 
bodies  politic  or  corporate  within  this  commonwealth  may  or 
can  do. 
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[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  corporation  shall 
at  all  times  forever  hereafter  consist  of  the  minister  of  the  said 
congregation  duly  chosen  from  time  to  time,  and  of  four  trus- 
tees, four  elders  and  four  deacons  and  that  the  above  mentioned 
trustees,  elders  and  deacons  shall  be  and  continue  members  of 
the  said  corporation  until  they  be  removed  in  manner  follow- 
ing, that  is  to  say,  one-fourth  part  in  number  of  the  trustees, 
elders  and  deacons  [aforesaid]  shall  be  and  continue  members 
of  the  said  corporation  until  they  be  removed  in  manner  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say,  one-fourth  part  in  number  of  the  trustee 
elders  and  deacons  aforesaid  being  the  fourth  part  first  herein 
named  shall  cease,  discontinue  and  their  appointment  deter- 
mine on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  January  which  will 
be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-eight,  upon  which  day  a  new  election  shall  be  had  and 
held  of  BO  many  others  in  their  place  and  stead  by  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  corporation  and  congregation  met  and 
qualified  to  vote  and  elect,  according  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  act  and  that  such  election  shall  be  held  in  such 
manner  and  at  such  place  b&  the  said  corporation  and  their 
successors  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint;  and  on 
the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  January,  which  will  be  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
the  second  fourth  part  in  number  of  the  said  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  shall  in  like  manner  cease,  discontinue  and  their  ap- 
pointments determine  and  a  new  election  to  be  had  and  held  in 
like  manner  of  an  equal  number  in  their  place  and  stead,  and 
on  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  January  which  will  be  irf 
the  year  of  our«Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
the  said  fourth  part  in  number  of  the  said  trustees,  elders  and 
deacons  shall  cease,  discontinue  and  their  appointment  det»- 
mine  and  a  new  election  to  be  had  and  held  in  like  manner  of 
an  equal  number  in  their  place  and  stead,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  the  month  of  January  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one,  the  last 
fourth  part  in  number  of  the  said  trustees,  elders  and  deacons 
shall  discontinue  and  their  appointment  determine  and  a  new 
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election  to  be  had  and  held  in  like  manner  of  any  equal  number 
in  their  place  and  stead,  and  that  in  the  same  manner  and  by 
the  like  mode  of  rotation  one-third  part  in  number  of  the  trus- 
tees, elders  and  deacons  shall  cease,  discontinue  and  their  ap- 
pointment determine  and  a  new  election  of  the  said  [third] 
part  be  had  and  held  in  manner  aforesaid  on  the  first  Monday 
in  the  month  of  January  in  every  year  forever  thereafter  so  that 
no  person  or  persons  shall  continue  a  trustee,  elder  or  deacon 
for  any  longer  time  than  four  years  without  being  re-elected, 
but  that  the  electors  qualified  to  vote  as  aforesaid  shall  and  may 
be  at  liberty  to  re-elect  the  same  trustees^  elders  [and]  dea- 
cons or  any  one  or  more  of  them  whose  times  shall  expire  on  the 
day  of  the  said  annual  election  whenever  and  so  often  as  they 
shall  think  fit:  Provided  always,  nevertheless,  That  whenever 
any  circumstance  or  occurrence  or  circumstances  shall  happen 
to  prevent  the  holding  an  election  at  the  periods  aforementioned 
for  trustees,  elders  and  deacons  in  stead  and  place  of  those 
whose  appointment  shall  have  ceased  and  determined,  an  elec- 
tion shall  be  held  as  soon  as  conveniently  can  be  done  in  the 
manner  before  directed,  and  that  the  remaining  members  of  the 
said  corporation  have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  electors 
of  the  said  congregation  for  that  purpose. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  whenever  any  vacancy  shall  happen 
by  death,  refusal  to  serve  or  removal  from  office  of  any  one  or 
more  of  the  said  trustees,  elders  or  deacons,  the  said  corpora- 
tion shall  have  full  power  at  their  discretion  to  appoint  the 
time  and  place  for  electing  others  in  their  stead,  and  that  the 
person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  be,  remain  and  continue  in; 
office  so  long  as  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  place  or  stead 
he  or  they  shall  have  been  so  elected  would  or  might  have  con- 
tinued, but  before  any  of  the  aforesaid  elections  is  held,  pub- 
lic notice  shall  be  given  to  the  congregation  on  the  preceeding 
Sunday  after  divine  service  and  before  the  congregation  is  dis- 
missed or  in  any  other  convenient  manner  as  the  said  congrega- 
tion and  their  successors  shall  think  fit 

Section  X.  (Section  XI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  futher  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  en- 
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shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  gold  or  silver 
money  of  the  present  value  thereof  within  this  commonwealth 
exclusive  of  the  money  arising  from  the  letting  of  the  pews  of 
said  church  or  for  opening  the  grounds  for  burial  in  the  church 
yard  belonging  to  the  said  congregation,  and  also  exclusive  of 
the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  members  for  the  support  of 
the  ministers  duly  officiating  in  the  said  congregation  and  also 
exclusive  of  other  free  contributions  belonging  to  the  aforesaid 
congregation,  which  said  money  shall  be  received  by  the  said 
corporation  and  disposed  of  by  them  for  the  purposes  hereinbe- 
fore described  and  directed. 

Passed  September  28,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  263,  etc. 


CHAPTER  MCCCXVIII. 


AN  ACT  FOR  REGULATING  CHIMNEY  SWEEPERS  WITHIN  THE  CITY 
OF  PHILADELPHIA,  THE  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWARK  AND  TOWN- 
SHIP OF  THE  NORTHERN  UBERTIES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  houses  and  estates  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  of  the  district  of  South- 
wark,  and  the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties  in  the  county 
of  Philadelphia  are  frequently  endangered  by  chimneys  taking 
fire  and  blazing  out  at  the  top,  and  it  is  necessary  that  such 
abuses  should  be  [remedied]  by  law  and  a  proper  regulation 
made  among  those  who  undertake  the  sweeping  of  chimneys. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  no  person  or  persons 
from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  shall  follow  the  business 
or  occupation  of  a  chimney  sweeper  either  by  himself,  his  ser- 
vants, negroes  and  others  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the 
district  of  Southwark  or  the  township  of  the  Northern  Liberties 
aforesaid,  without  first  having  made  application  to  the  officer 
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hereinafter  directed  to  be  appointed  and  having  registered  or 
caused  to  be  registered  his  or  their  name  or  names  and  the 
name  or  names  of  his  or  their  seryants^  negroes  or  other  persons 
aforesaid  with  a  number  affixed  to  each  and  every  such  name  in 
a  book  by  the  said  officer  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  and  with- 
out procuring  and  receiving  from  the  said  officer  a  certificate 
of  every  such  registery  containing  the  name  and  the  number 
of  every  person  so  entered  under  the  penalty  of  ten  shillings  for 
every  day  he  shall  follow  by  himself  or  cause  to  be  followed  by 
his  servants,  negroes  or  others  the  said  business,  which  said  cer- 
tificates the  said  officer  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  to  make 
out  under  his  hand  and  to  deliver  to  the  person  or  persons  who 
shall  apply  for  the  same  and  for  every  such  registery  and  certi- 
ficate be  shall  receive  the  sum  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
and  no  more. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  following  the 
business  aforesaid  within  the  said  city,  district  and  liberties 
shall  (if  he  follows  the  employment  himself)  wear  or  (if  he  em- 
ploys his  servants,  negroes  [or]  others)  cause  to  be  worn  on  the 
front  of  their  caps  in  full  view  without  any  concealment  the 
same  figures  and  numbers  respectively  as  shall  be  so  as  afore* 
said  entered  in  the  said  books  and  contained  in  his  or  their  re- 
spective certificates  and  none  other,  in  large  figures  not  less 
than  two  inches  in  length,  to  be  made  of  strong  durable  tin  or 
copper,  and  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  who  shall 
follow  the  said  business  or  employment  by  him  or  themselves 
or  by  his  or  their  servants,  negroes  or  others,  not  having  the 
said  number  fixed  on  his  or  their  cap  and  caps  and  the  cap  and 
caps  of  his  or  their  servants,  negroes  and  other  persons  afore- 
said, according  to  the  directions  aforesaid  or  when  fixed  shall 
wilfully  deface  or  conceal  the  same  or  shall  neglect  to  keep  them 
plain  and  visible,  shall  for  each  and  every  such  offense  forfrft 
and  pay  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  for  every  day  he  or  they  shall 
follow  the  said  employment  not  wearing  the  said  number  as 
aforesaid. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  unde^ 
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taking  the  business  or  occupation  aforesaid  shall  not  within 
forty-eight  hours  after  application  to  him  or  them  made  by  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  district  or  Northern  Liberties 
sweep  or  cause  to  be  swept  such  chimney  or  chimneys  as  he  or 
they  shall  be  required  to  sweep,  every  such  person  or  persons 
so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  chimney-sweeper  shall 
have  and  receive  for  every  chimney  by  him  swept  within  the 
city  of  Philadelphia  and  for  every  chimney  by  him  swept  in  the 
district  and  liberties  aforesaid  not  more  than  one  mile  distant 
from  the  northern  and  southern  boundaries  of  the  said  city,  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say,  for  every  chimney  passing  through  two 
stories  or  under,  nine  pence,  for  every  chimney  passing  through 
three  stories  one  shilling,  for  every  chimney  passing  through 
[four]  or  more  stories,  one  shilling  and  six  pence  and  no  more. 

[Section  V.]  (Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  the  chimney  of  any  person 
or  persons  within  the  said  city,  district  or  liberties  shall  take 
fire  and  blaze  out  at  the  top  the  same  not  having  been  swept 
within  the  space  of  one  calender  month  next  before  the  time  of 
taking  such  fire  every  such  person  or  i>er8ons  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  the  sum  of  forty  shillings,  and  if  any  chimney  shall  take 
fire  and  blaze  out  at  the  top,  the  same  having  been  swept  within 
one  calender  month  from  the  time  of  taking  such  fire,  the  per- 
son who  swept  the  same,  either  by  himself,  his  servants  or 
negroes,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  forty  shillings. 

(Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  to  the  end  that  the  regulations  by 
this  act  prescribed  may  be  executed. 

[Section  VII.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  any  three  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  said  city  and 
county,  together  with  the  wardens  of  the  said  city,  shall  appoint 
the  officer  for  registering  and  granting  certificates  to  chimney 
sweepers  and  for  collecting  of  the  said  fines  and  forfeitures 
who  is  hereby  strictly  required  to  do  and  perform  the  several 
duties  of  the  said  office  enjoined  by  this  act. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  every  the  penal- 
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ties  and  forfeitures  imposed  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  paid 
one-half  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  officer  aforesaid  and  the  other 
half  thereof  to  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city,  dis- 
trict or  township  where  the  offense  shall  be  committed,  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  thereof,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  of- 
ficer, and  recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  said 
city  and  county  who  is  hereby  authorized  to  hear,  try,  judge 
and  determine  the  same.  Provided  always.  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  a  greater  dis- 
tance than  one  mile  from  without  the  bounds  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia, 

[Section  VIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  so  much  of  the  act  of  general  assem- 
bly passed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twen^- 
one,  entitled  "An  act  for  preventing  accidents  that  may  happen 
by  fire,"^  and  of  the  act  of  general  assembly,  passed  in  the  year 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  more  effectual  preventing  accidents  which  may  happen  by 
fire  and  for  suppressing  idleness,  drunkeness  and  other  de- 
baucheries,"* as  relate  to  the  firing  of  chimneys  within  the  said 
city  and  one  other  act  of  general  assembly  passed  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
two,  entitled  "An  act  for  regulating  chimney  sweepers  within 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  district  of  Southwark  and  th? 
township  of  the  Northern  Liberties,"'  shall  be  and  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  repealed. 

Passed  September  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  246,  etc. 

1  Chapter  245. 
a  Chapter  388. 
3  Chapter  648. 
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CHAPTER  MCCX3XIX. 


AN  ACT  FOR  COMPENSATING  SUCH  AS  HAVE  ADVANCED  MONEY  FOR 
RAISING  AND  ENLISTING  MEN  REQUIRED  FROM  THE  SEVERAL  COM- 
PANIES OF  MILITIA  BY  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  "AN  ACT  FOR  THE 
GREATER  EASE  OF  THE  MILITIA  AND  THE  MORE  SPEEDY  AND  EF- 
FECTUAL DEFENSE  OF  THIS  STATE"  i  AND  FOR  COMPELLING  SUCH 
AS  HAVE  RECEIVED  MONEYS  FOR  THAT  PURPOSE  TO  ACCOUNT  FOR 
AND  PAY  THE  SAME. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  act  aforesaid  every  militia 
company  in  each  battalion  within  this  state  was  directed  within 
a  limited  time  to  hire,  on  such  terms  as  they  could  procure  them^ 
two  men  to  serve  in  [the]  federal  army  or  on  the  frontiers  for 
the  term  of  seven  months,  and  in  default  of  the  companies,  the 
captain  or  commander  of  the  company  was  directed  to  furnish 
two  men  as  aforesaid,  and  in  default  of  the  captain  or  command- 
ing ofllcer  the  lieutenant  or  sub-lieutenant  was  directed  to  hire 
the  men  as  aforesaid,  the  expense  in  all  such  cases  was  to  be 
paid  in  due  proportion  by  the  taxable  inhabitants  residing 
within  the  limits  of  every  such  company. 

And  whereas  no  provision  hath  been  made  that  where  men 
had  [not]  been  raised  by  any  one  of  the  means  aforesaid  or  any 
other,  that  then  the  money  so  paid  by  the  people  should  be  paid 
into  the  public  treasury  and  accounted  for: 

And  whereas  many  of  the  men  required  by  the  said  law  were 
never  furnished  or  procured  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
much  money  was  raised  in  this  way  which  was  not  paid  for  the 
hire  of  said  troops: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  CJommon- 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  all  such  money  as  hath  been  col- 
lected or  raised  for  the  purpose  of  hiring  volunteers  or  seven 
month's  men  as  aforesaid  and  that  hath  not  been  applied  to  that 

1  Passed  May  26,  1780,   Chapter  908. 
07— XII 
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use  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  this  commonwealth  by  the 
persons  from  whom  the  same  is  due,  and  all  persons  concerned 
in  collecting,  receiving  and  paying  such  moneys  shall  be  ac- 
countable to  the  comptroller-general  of  this  state  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  persons  receiving  public  money  are  by  law 
accountable. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  hath  been  represented 
by  a  memorial  of  the  late  Samuel  John  Atlee,  Esquire,  thai 
lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  that  he  enlisted  a  number 
of  men  to  serve  as  aforesaid,  for  several  companies  who  ne- 
glected to  furnish  recruits,  that  he  advanced  them  their  bounty 
to  a  considerable  amount,  which  was  not  recovered  by  him: 

And  whereas  there  may  be  others  in  similar  circumstances 
and  it  is  just  and  right  that  the  money  so  advanced  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  should  be  repaid: 

Therefore: 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That 
all  such  claims  and  accounts  shall  be  rendered  to  the  comp- 
troller-general who  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  exam- 
ine and  settle  the  same  and  report  the  state  thereof  to  the  su- 
preme executive  council  as  by  law  directed  in  the  case  of  othtf 
accounts  and  like  proceedings  shall  be  had  thereupon. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  such  claims  settled  and  ad- 
justed as  aforesaid  shall  be  discharged  out  of  the  moneys  paid 
into  the  treasury,  in  pursuance  to  the  directions  contained  in 
the  former  part  of  this  act  and  in  case  the  same  should  at  any 
time  be  insuflftcient  such  deficiency  shall  be  supplied  out  of  the 
moneys  paid  into  the  treasury  on  account  of  militia  fines  and 
so  much  as  may  be  necessary  thereof  shall  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

Passed  September  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  253,  etc 
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CHAPTER  MOOOXX. 


AN  ACT  TO  CONTINUE  THB  ACT  OF  GENERAL.  ASSEMBLY,  ENTITLED 
"AN  ACT  FOR  OPENING  AND  BETTER  AMENDING  AND  KEEPING  IN 
REPAIR  THE  PUBLIC  ROADS  AND  HIGHWAYS  WITHIN  THIS  PRO- 
VINCE." 1 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  act  of  general  assembly 
which  was  published  on  the  first  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  entitled  "An  act 
for  opening  and  better  amending  and  keeping  in  repair  the  pub- 
lic road  and  highways  within  this  province,"  hath  been  revived 
and  continued  in  force  by  divers  acts  of  general  assembly  of  this 
commonwealth,  but  the  said  act  will  nevertheless  expire  at  the 
end  of  the  present  sitting  of  this  house  unless  the  same  be 
further  continued. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  •  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  act  of  general  assem- 
bly of  the  late  province,  entitled  "An  act  for  opening  and  bet- 
ter amending  [and  keeping  in  repair]  the  public  roads  and 
highways  within  this  province''  and  every  clause,  matter  and 
thing  therein  contained,  the  clause  of  limitation  of  the  same 
and  the  mode  of  proceeding  against  the  supervisors  only  ex- 
cepted, shall  be  in  force  [and  continue  in  force]  during  the  term 
of  two  years  from  and  after  the  publication  of  this  act  and 
afterwards  until  the  end  of  the  next  sitting  of  the  general 
assembly  and  no  longer. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  doubts  have  arisen  whether 
the  supervisors  of  the  public  roads  and  highways  of  the  several 
townships  and  districts  of  this  state  are  liable  to  be  indicted 
and  fined  in  the  courts  of  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace 
and  oyer  and  terminer  of  the  proper  county,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  subject  for  their  neglect  of  duty  to  small  penalties  to  be 

1  Chapter  658. 
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imposed  and  levied  in  a  summary  way  by  the  judgment  of  any 
justice  of  the  peace. 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  [said]  supervisors  respectively  shall  be  likewise 
liable  to  be  indicted  in  the  courts  aforesaid  and  on  conviction 
to  be  fined  at  the  discretion  of  the  justices  thereof  in  any  sum 
not  less  than  three  pounds  nor  exceeding  ten  pounds  for  every 
such  neglect  of  duty  of  the  said  supervisors  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  case,  such  fines  to  be  applied  to  the  repairing  of 
the  public  roads  and  highways  of  the  township  or  district. 

Passed  September  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  242,  etc. 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  December  4,  1789,  Chapter  1471; 
April   5,   1797,   Chapter  1953. 


CHAPTER  MCCCXXI. 


AN  ACT  TO  APPOINT  COMMISSIONERS  TO  REGULATE  THE  STREETS. 
LANES  AND  ALLEYS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  SOUTHWARK  AND  TO 
LAY  OUT  NEW  STREETS,  LANES  AND  ALLEYS  THEREIN  FOR  THE 
ACCOMODATION  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  AND  TO  LAY  OUT  THE 
ROADS  THEREIN  MENTIONED  THROUGH  THE  SAID  DISTRICT  AND 
PARTS  OF  THE  TOWNSHIPS  OF  MOYAMENSING  AND  PASSYUNK. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  district 'of  Southwark  has  be- 
come populous  and  the  freeholders  thereof  are  daily  erecting 
buildings  and  making  improvements  therein,  but  for  want  of 
a  public  and  general  regulation  of  the  streets^  lanes  and  alleys, 
they  are  irregularly  placed  and  there  is  danger  that  in  time 
they  will  become  a  heap  of  confused  buildings  without  order 
or  design  unless  a  remedy  be  speedily  applied: 

And  whereas  it  is  highly  necessary  that  every  town  or  part 
of  a  town  should  have  a  direct  and  convenient  communication 
with  the  country  in  order  to  any  easy  exchange  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life  with  each  other  and  there  is  no  road  from  the  dis- 
trict of  Southwark  to  the  surrounding  country  but  what  is  cir- 
cuitous and  inconvenient. 
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[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the 
Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  That  Francis  Gumey,  Kichard  Wells,  Presley  Blackiston, 
Thomas  Shields  and  Gunning  Bedford  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  commissioners  for  the  purposes  in  this  act  contained, 
and  they  or  any  three  of  them  shall  have  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  do  and  perform  all  and  every  the  matter  and  things 
herein  mentioned  and  contained  by  the  commissioners  to  be 
performed  and  that  in  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  inability 
of  any  or  either  of  the  said  commissioners,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  the  supreme  executive  council  of  this  commonwealth 
to  appoint  another  or  other  proper  and  judicious  person  or 
persons  to  supply  his  or  their  places  from  time  to  time,  which 
person  or  i)ersons  so  to  be  appointed  shall  have  the  same  powers 
as  if  he  or  they  were  named  in  this  act. 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  commissioners  before 
they  take  upon  themselves  the  duties  required  by  this  act  shall 
take  and  subscribe  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
OP  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia  an  oatb 
or  affirmation  that  they  will  well  and  faithfully  execute  the 
duties  required  by  this  act  according  to  the  best  of  their  judg- 
ment and  abilities  without  favor  or  partiality. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners  or 
any  three  of  them  so  qualified  as  aforesaid  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  survey  and  lay  out  such  and  so  many  new 
streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  within  that  part  of  the  district  of 
Southwark  where  proper  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  have  not 
already  been  laid  out,  as  in  the  best  of  their  judgment  will  be 
necessary  to  accomodate  all  the  inhabitants  and  land-holders 
with  convenient  ways  and  passages  to  and  from  their  resi)ec- 
tive  grounds,  laying  the  same  at,  or  as  near  to  right  angles  with 
each  other  as  the  nature  of  the  place  and  a  reasonable  con- 
formity to  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  already  established  and 
built  upon  will  admit. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)     And  be  it  further  enacted 
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by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  commissioners  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  survey  and  lay  out  a  public 
road  or  highway  from  George  Gray's^  commonly  called  the 
Lower  Ferry  to  run  as  nearly  in  a  right  line  and  as  nearly 
parallel  to  the  fourth  street  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  as  the 
ground  and  other  circumstances  will  reasonably  admit,  across 
the  isthmus  into  some  central  part  of  the  district  of  Southwark 
and  to  survey  and  lay  out  one  other  road  leading  in  the  most 
direct  manner  that  the  nature  of  the  ground  will  reasonably 
admit  from  some  central  part  or  street  of  the  said  district 
^  through  the  same,  and  the  townships  of  Moyamensing  and 
Passyunk  to  the  State  Island  Ferry,  and  the  said  commiscdoneni 
shall  make  or  cause  to  be  made  a  correct  draft  or  i>lan  of  all 
the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  roads  so  by  them  to  be  laid 
out  and  return  the  same  under  their  hands  to  the  supreme  exe- 
cutive council  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to 
examine  the  same,  and  after  hearing  the  objections  of  any 
land  holders  who  may  think  themselves  aggrieved  shall  ad- 
judge and  determine  how  many  and  which  of  the  said  streets, 
lanes,  alleys  and  roads  shall  be  public  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and 
highroads,  and  shall  direct  the  said  plan  together  with  thdr 
adjudication  thereupon  to  be  recorded  in  the  office  for  record- 
ing of  deeds  for  the  county  of  Philadelphia  and  from  thence- 
forth all  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  and  roads  so  adjudged 
shall  be  forever  hereafter  deemed,  adjudged  and  taken  to  be 
public  highways  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  state. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  the  public  convenience  will 
be  for  the  present  answered  by  the  certain  knowledge  where 
and  in  what  manner  such  streets,  lanes^  alleys  and  roads  will 
in  future  run,  but  it  will  not  be  necessary  immediately  to  lay 
all  of  them  open. 

In  order  therefore  to  provide  for  the  opening  of  the  same  from 
time  to  time  as  the  increasing  improvements  shall  require. 

[Section  V.]  Be  it  hereby  farther  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  upon  the  petition  of  any  number  of  freeholders 
of  the  said  district  and  townships,  not  less  than  seven,  whose 
lands  lie  near  or  adjoining  to  such  streets,  lanes^  alleys  or  roads, 
to  open  any  one  or  more  of  the  said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or 


1787]  The  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania.  588 

roads^  is  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  supreme  execu- 
tive council  after  hearing  the  said  petitioners  and  such  other 
freeholders  through  whose  land  such  road  or  street  shall  pass 
as  shall  offer  objections  thereto,  to  determine  whether  it  be 
proi)er  at  the  time  to  open  such  street  or  road,  and  if  they  shall 
be  of  opinion  that  the  state  of  improvement  in  the  neighbor- 
hood thereof  shall  require  it,  they  shall  issue  their  warrant 
under  the  hand  of  the  president  or  vice-president  and  the  less 
seal  of  the  state  directed  to  the  supervisors  of  the  streets  or 
highways  within  the  district  or  township  through  which  the 
same  is  to  pass  requiring  and  enjoing  them  to  open  such  street 
or  road  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  put  in  order  and  kept  in 
repair  in  the  same  manner  as  other  streets  or  roads  within  the 
same  district  or  township  are  by  law  to  be  opened,  repaired  and 
maintained. 

[Section  VI.]  (Section  VII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  if  the  owner  or  owners  of  any 
of  the  grounds  through  and  over  which  any  of  the  streets,  lanes, 
alleys  or  roads  so  to  be  opened  shall  pass  shall  so  require,  the 
supreme  executive  council  of  this  commonwealth  shall  issue 
their  precept  under  the  hand  of  the  president  or  vice-president 
and  the  less  seal  of  the  state  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia  directed  in  the  nature  of  a  writ  of  enquiry  com- 
manding him  that  by  the  oaths  or  aflSrmations  of  twelve  good 
and  lawful  men  of  his  bailiwick  not  having  any  real  estate  in 
said  district  or  township  he  shall  inquire  what  damages  such 
owner  or  owners  will  sustain  in  his  or  their  improvements 
made  before  the  laying  out  of  such  street,  lane,  alley  or  road  so 
applied  for  to  be  opened  and  upon  the  return  of  such  inquiry 
the  supreme  executive  council  shall  make  an  order  or  orders 
on  the  supervisors  of  the  said  district  or  townships  in  favor  of 
the  person  or  persons  whose  improvements  shall  be  found  to 
be  injured,  for  such  sum  or  sums  as  the  said  injuries  shall  be 
found  to  amount  to  and  shall  direct  the  supervisors  aforesaid 
to  stay  the  opening  such  street,  lane,  alley  or  road  until  the  said 
last  mentioned  order  be  fully  paid  and  satisfied. 

[Section  VII.]  (Section  VIII.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  commissioners 
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shall  be  allowed  the  sum  of  ten  shillings  each  for  each  and  every 
day  they  shall  be  employed  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  by 
this  act  required,  and  the  sum  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence 
I>er  day  for  a  clerk  or  secretary  to  assist  them  in  managing  and 
transcribing  their  proceedings  in  the  business  aforesaid  and 
their  reasonable  costs  and  charges  in  procuring  the  surveys  and 
drafts  herein  above  directed  to  be  made. 

[Section  YIII.]  (Section  IX.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  en- 
acted by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commissioners 
having  first  settled  their  accounts  with  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  elected  in  the  district  consisting  of  the  district  of  South- 
wariv  and  townships  of  Moyamensing  and  Passyunk,  shall  be 
entitled  to  draw  orders  on  the  collectors  of  the  road  tax  for 
the  said  districts  and  townships  respectively  for  such  propor- 
tionable pari:s  of  the  expenses  and  allowances  to  them  accruing 
as  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  commissioners  the  said  town- 
ships and  districts  ought  reasonably  to  pay,  and  the  several  col- 
lectors of  the  road  taxes  in  and  for  the  said  district  and  town- 
ships are  hereby  respectively  enjoined  and  required  to  pay  the 
amount  of  such  orders  and  the  same  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
said  collectors  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

[Section  IX.]  (Section  X.  P.  i.)  And  be  it  furt:her  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  damages  which  shall  be 
found  to  be  sustained  by  any  person  or  persons  in  their  im- 
provements by  means  of  opening  any  of  the  streets,  lanes,  al- 
leys or  roads  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  by  the  supervisors  of  the 
said  streets,  lanes,  alleys  or  roads  within  the  district  or  town- 
8hip  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  out  of  any  moneys  in  their 
hands  raised  by  and  upon  the  inhabitants  thereof. 

Passed  September  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  258,  etc. 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  March  28,  179G,  Chapter  1890. 
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CHAPTER  M(X)CXXII. 


AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  CONTINUATION  OF  THE  SALARIES  OF 
THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE  AND  TO  ASCERTAIN  AND 
PROVIDE  THE  SALARY  FOR  THE  JUDGE  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY,  AND 
FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES  THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  by  the  seventeenth  section  of  an 
act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania passed  the  eighth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  further  regulations  whereby  to  secure  fair  and  equal 
proceedings  in  the  land  office  and  insurveying  of  lands,"^  it  was 
enacted  that  the  secretary,  surveyor-general  and  receiver-gen- 
eral should  collect  the  said  fees  so  assigned  to  their  several 
offices  respectively  and  should  once  in  every  three  months  ac- 
count for  the  same  upon  oath  or  affirmation  and  pay  the  moneys 
thence  arising  to  the  treasurer  of  this  commonwealth  for  the 
use  of  the  commonwealth  and  the  said  officials  should  be  en- 
titled to  the  salaries  therein  set  forth  and  declared  to  be  paid 
to  each  of  them  quarterly  as  the  same  should  become  due,  upon 
orders  to  be  drawn  by  the  president  or  vice-president  in  council 
on  the  treasurer  or  this  state,  out  of  the  fees  aforesaid,  that  is 
to  say,  to  the  secretary  of  the  land  offices  the  yearly  sum  of 
eight  hundred  pounds,  to  the  surveyor-general  the  yearly  sum 
of  eight  hundred  pounds  and  to  the  receiver-general  the  yearly 
sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds,  the  same  salaries  to  continue  for 
two  years  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  May,  then  next  en- 
suing and  that  each  of  the  officers  aforesaid  be  further  al- 
lowed a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  pounds  -per  annum 
for  his  clerk  or  clerks,  besides  a  reasonable  allowance  for  parch- 
ment and  other  articles  of  stationery: 

And  whereas  the  said  act  of  assembly  hath  by  the  limitation 
therein  mentioned  expired: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  therefore  enacted  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of 

1  Chapter  1164. 
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the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same^  That  the  seventeenth  section 
of  the  said  mentioned  act  and  every  clause^  matter  and  thing 
therein  contained  other  than  the  limitation  to  two  years  from 
the  first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  is  hereby  re-enacted  and  shall  continue  in  force  until  the 
first  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
and  no  longer. 

(Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  is  expedient  and  proper 
that  the  judge  of  admiralty  of  this  commonwealth  should  have 
a  fixed  salary  for  the  same  reasons  and  upon  the  same  princi- 
ples that  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  constitution  of  this 
state  directs  that  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  shall  have 
fixed  salaries. 

[Section  II.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act  the  judge  of 
the  admiralty  for  the  time  being  shall  have  and  receive  a  salary 
of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  paid  quarterly  by  ap- 
plication to  the  president  or  vice-president  In  council  for  their 
warrant  on  the  treasury  for  that  purpose,  which  said  salary 
shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  costs  or  fees  accruing  to  the  said  judge  by 
law  from  any  action  or  process,  civil  or  criminal  within  the  ad- 
miralty jurisdiction. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  marshall  of  the  admiralty 
,  for  the  time  being  shall  collect  and  receive  all  legal  fees  or  costs 
accruing  to  the  said  judge  of  admiralty  from  any  action  or  pro- 
cess within  the  jurisdiction  aforesaid,  and  shall  pay  the  same 
quarterly  and  every  quarter  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state  for  the 
time  being  and  shall  [also]  lodge  with  the  comptroller-general 
quarterly  and  every  quarter  an  account  of  all  the  fees  and  costs 
so  accruing,  certified  by  the  register  of  the  admiralty  court. 

(Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  whereas,  since  the  said  first  day  of 
May  last  until  the  time  of  passing  this  act  salaries  have  not 
been  provided  for  the  said  officers  respectively. 

[Section  IV.]  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid.  That  the  said  officers  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  entitled  to  the  same  salaries  during  the  said  period 
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as  are  by  the  said  act  provided  and  by  this  act  revived,  and  the 

"Said  ofBicers  shall  account  for  the  fees  in  their  several  ofBices  by 

them  received  during  the  said  period  in  manner  as  by  the  said 

seventeenth  section  is  provided. 

Passed  September  29,  17S7.    ReccMrded  L.  B.  No.  8,  p.  250,  etc. 
See  the  Acts  of  Assembly  passed  December  7, 1789,  Chapter  1474; 
December  S,  1789,  Chapter  1475. 


CHAPTER  MC5CJCXXIII. 


AN  ACT  TO  ENABLE  THE  SHERIFF  AND  JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE  FOR 
THE  COUNTY  OF  LUZERNE  TO  CONFINE  PRISONERS  IN  THE  COM- 
MON GAOL  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  NORTHAMPTON  AND  TO  EMPOWER 
THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  RUN  THE  LINE  FROM  THE  MOUTH  OF  NES- 
COPECK  CREEK  DIVIDING  THE  COUNTY  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND 
FROM  THE  COUNTY  OF  LUZERNE  AND  FOR  OTHER  PURPOSES 
THEREIN  MENTIONED. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Luzerne  have  set  forth  to  this  house  that  in  the  pre- 
sent unsettled  state  of  the  said  county  there  is  no  gaol  at  pre- 
sent wherein  to  confine  persons  who  might  be  arrested  for  debt 
and  ofFenses: 

For  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common-^ 
wealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  in  all  cases  wherein  it  would  be  law- 
ful for  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Luzerne  to  hold  in  close  cus- 
tody the  body  of  any  person  in  the  common  gaol  of  the  county 
of  Luzerne  if  such  prison  were  at  this  time  provided  in  and  for 
the  said  county  of  Luzerne,  that  all  such  persons  shall  be  de- 
livered to  and  kept  in  close  custody  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Northampton,  who  upon  delivery  of  such  prisoners  to  him 
at  the  common  gaol  of  the  said  county  of  Northampton  shall 
be  answerable  in  like  manner  as  if  the  persons  so  delivered  were 
liable  to  confinement  in  the  common  gaol  of  the  county  of 
Northampton. 
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[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  sheriff  of  the  county  dt 
Northampton  shall  receive  all  such  prisoners  as  afore- 
said and  shall  provide  for  them  according  to  law,  and  shall 
be  entitled  to  the  fees  for  keeping  them,  and  also  to  such  allow- 
ance as  ought  by  law  to  be  made  for  the  maintainance  of  the 
same  prisoners,  which  allowance  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  Luzerne  out  of  the  county  levies.  Provided 
always,  That  the  prisoners  of  the  said  county  of  Luzerne  to  be 
conveyed  through  the  said  county  of  Nort:hampton  shall  not 
be  at  the  charge  or  risk  of  the  sheriff  or  other  oflScer  of  the 
county  of  Nort:hampton  during  their  passing  and  re-passing. 

(Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  it  appears  by  the  supple- 
ment of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  erecting  the  northern 
part:  of  the  county  of  Nort:humberiand  into  a  separate  county,"^ 
that  the  line  from  the  mouth  of  Nescopeck  shall  be  run  north- 
westardly  until  it  intersects  the  line  which  divides  the  waters 
of  the  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  river  from  those  of  the 
west  branch  thereof,  which  term  being  indefinite. 

[Section  III.]  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  [said]  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nescopeck 
shall  run  nortih  one  degree  west,  until  it  intersects  the  line 
which  divides  the  waters  of  the  east  branch  of  the  Susquehanna 
river  from  those  of  the  west  branch  thereof. 

[Section  IV.]  (Section  V.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  furt:her  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Timothy  Pickering,  William 
Montgomery  and  Stephen  Balliot,  Esquires,  or  any  two  of  them 
shall  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  cause 
the  surveyor  (by  them  appointed)  to  survey  the  lands  claimed 
by  the  settlers  of  Wyoming  to  the  said  line  as  is  hereby  directed. 

(Section  VI.  P.  L.)  And  whereas  by  reason  of  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  county  now  erected  into  the  county  of  Luzerne 
there  have  been  no  assessments  made  by  the  commissioners, 
and  therefore  returns  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  therein  can 
not  be  made  to  the  judges  of  election  whereby  doubts  may  arise 
whether  the  said  judges  can  hold  the  election  according  to 
law: 

1  Passed  December  27,  1786,  Chapter  1256. 
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Fop  remedy  whereof: 

[Section  V.]  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  the  election  which  shall  be  made  in 
the  county  of  Luzerne  in  pursuance  of  the  aforesaid  supplemen- 
tary act  shall  be  deemed  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  any 
law,  usage  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Pro- 
vided, That  in  all  future  elections  which  shall  be  holden  in  the 
said  county  of  Luzerne  after  the  ensuing  general  election,  the 
same  rules  shall  be  observed,  as  have  been  or  shall  be  prescribed 
for  the  regulating  the  elections  in  the  other  counties  of  this 
commonwealth. 

Passed  September  29,  1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  243,  etc. 


CHAPTER  M0C3GXXIV. 


AN  ACT  TO  EMPOWER  CERTAIN  MEMBERS  OP  THE  CORPORATION  OF 
THE  RECTOR,  CHURCH  WARDENS  AND  VESTRYMEN  OF  [THE] 
UNITED  EPISCOPAL  CHURCHES  OF  CHRIST  CHURCH  AND  SAINT 
PETER'S  CHURCH  IN  THE  CITY  OF  PHILADELPHIA  TO  SELL  A  CER- 
TAIN LOT  OF  GROUND  IN  THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  THE  NORTHERN 
LIBERTIES. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  John  Kearsley,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  practitioner  in  physic,  by  his  last  will  devised 
that  a  certain  lot  of  ground  by  the  description  of  his  pasture 
land  in  the  Northern  Liberties  which  he  purchased  of  Levi 
Budd  and  Thomas  Hart  should  be  sold  by  his  executors  named 
in  his  said  last  will  for  the  most  it  would  fetch,  and  that  the 
Aioneys  arising  from  the  sale  thereof  should  be  added  to  the 
corporation  of  the  Rector,  Ohurch  Wardens  and  Vestrymen  of 
the  United  Episcopal  Churches  of  Christ  Church  and  St.  Peter's 
church  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to  other  funds  in  the  said  will 
mentioned  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  establishing  an  in- 
firmary or  almshouse  or  houses  for  the  relief,  support  [and 
maintenance]  of  poor  and  distressed  widows  and  the  uses 
therein  fully  and  at  large  described: 
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And  whereas  the  said  testator  and  also  all  the  executors 
who  were  so  empowered  to  sell  are  since  dead  by  reason  whereof 
a  sale  of  the  said  lot  can  not  be  made  without  the  aid  of  the  leg- 
islature: 

And  whereas  by  the  forly-flfth  section  of  the  constitution  of 
this  state  the  advancement  of  pious  and  charitable  purposes  is 
particularly  regarded: 

Therefore  to  enable  certain  members  of  the  said  corporation 
^    to  make  sale  of  the  said  lot  for  the  charitable  purposes  afore- 
said. 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same^  That  Robert  Towers,  John  Sawn- 
wick  and  George  Bickham,  members  of  the  said  corporation  or 
any  two  of  them  be,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  by  public 
or  private  sale  to  dispose  of  and  sell  the  said  lot  of  ground  and 
convey  the  same  in  fee  simple  for  such  price  or  prices  as  shall 
be  agreed  on  by  them  and  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof 
and  to  make  proper  deed  or  deeds  therefore  or  for  any  part  or 
parts  thereof  to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers,  which  deed  or 
deeds  is  and  are  declared  to  convey  to  such  purchaser  or  pur- 
chasers respectively  a  good,  pure  and  indefeasible  estate  and 
estates  in  fee  simple  to  and  in  the  said  lot  of  ground  or  any  jwurt 
or  parts  thereof,  and  the  moneys  arising  from  such  sale  and 
sales  shall  be  to  the  same  uses  as  are  declared  by  the  said  wiU 
in  case  a  sale  had  been  made  in  pursuance  thereof  of  the  said 
lot  by  the  executors  therein  empowered  to  make  sale  of  the 
same.  Provided  always,  that  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall 
be  deemed  or  construed  to  invest  the  said  Robert  Towers,  John 
Swanwick  and  George  Bickham  or  any  two  of  them  with  any* 
or  further  power  in  the  sale  of  the  said  lot  of  ground  than  the 
executors  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Doctor  John 
Kearseley,  deceased  had  by  the  sam^  saving  the  right  and  title 
to  all  persons  claiming  the  same  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth. 

Paaeed  September  »,  1787.   Recorded  U  B.  No.  8,  p.  846,  eU. 
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CHAPTER  MCC50XXV. 


AN  ACT  TO  INCORPOJIATB  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CONGREGATION  OP 
THE  TOWN  OP  PITTSBURG  AND  VICINITY  THEREOP  IN  THE  COUNTY 
OP  WESTMORELAND. 

(Section  I.  P.  L.)  Whereas  divers  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian congregation  of  Pittsburg  and  the  vicinity  thereof  in 
the  county  of  Westmoreland  have  humbly  petitioned  the  gen- 
eral assembly^  praying  that  the  said  congregation  may  be  in- 
corporated, and  thereby  enabled  to  recover,  receive  and  hold  be- 
quests, legacies  and  donations  which  may  be  made  to  the  use 
of  the  same  congregation  and  that  the  Reverend  Samuel  Barr, 
the  present  pastor  thereof,  John  Withers,  Robert  Qalbreath, 
Stephen  Bayard,  Alexander  Fowler,  George  Wallace,  David 
Duncan,  Adamson  Tannyhill,  John  Gibson,  Richard  Butler  and 
Isaac  Craig,  members  of  the  aforesaid  congregation,  may  be 
constituted  the  first  trustees  by  act  of  general  assembly  to  be 
passed  for  that  purpose: 

And  whereas  this  general  assembly  hath  consented  that  the 
same  congregation  be  incorporated  and  vested  with  such  powers 
and  privileges  as  have  been  heretofore  granted  to  other  religi- 
ous societies  which  have  been  incorporated  by  acts  of  the  leg- 
islature: 

Therefore: 

[Section  I.]  (Section  II.  P.  L.)  Be  it  enacted  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  Samuel  Barr,  John  With- 
ers, Robert  Galbreath,  Stephen  Bayard,  Alexander  Fowler, 
George  Wallace,  David  Duncan,  Adamson  Tannyhill,  John  Gib- 
son, Richard  Butler  and  Isaac  Craig  and  their  successors,  to 
be  ten  in  number,  and  to  be  duly  elected  as  hereinafter  is  di- 
rected, be  and  they  are  hereby  made  and  constituted  one  body 
corporate  and  politic  In  law  and  in  fact  to  have  continuance 
forever  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  ^^The  Trustees  of  the 
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Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Pittsburg  and  the  vicinity  thereof 
in  the  county  of  Westmoreland." 

[Section  II.]  (Section  III.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid^  That  the  said  trustees  and  their 
successors  by  the  namey  style  and  title  aforesaid  shall  forever 
hereafter  be  capable  in  the  law  as  well  to  take,  receive  and  hold 
all  and  all  manner  of  lands  and  other  real  and  personal  estate, 
which  have  at  any  time  or  times  heretofore  been  granted,  bar- 
gained, sold,  enfeoffed,  released,  devised  or  otherwise  given, 
granted  or  bequeathed  to  the  said  religious  society  and  congre- 
gation of  Pittsburg  and  the  vicinity  thereof  in  the  county  of 
Westmoreland  or  to  any  person  or  persons  in  trust  for  the  said 
society,  and  the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  are  hereby 
declared  to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such  estate  ther^n  and 
for  the  same  uses  and  intents  as  in  and  by  the  respective  grant, 
devise  or  other  instrument  is  set  forth  and  limited,  and  more- 
over the  said  trustees  and  their  successors  at  all  times  here- 
after shall  be  able  and  capable  to  purchase,  take,  hold  and  en- 
joy for  the  use  of  the  said  congregation  any  real  estate  in  fee 
simple  or  less  estate  by  gift,  grant,  alienation,  devise  or  other 
act  or  instrument  of  and  from  and  person  capable  to  make  the 
same,  and  further  the  same  trustees  and  their  successors  shall 
apply  the  rents,  profits  and  yearly  income  of  the  said  congrega- 
tion for  the  time  being,  for  repairing  and  enlarging  if  need  be,. 
the  house  of  public  worship  and  the  enclosures  of  the  burying 
ground  of  the  same,  and  to  erect  and  repair  the  school  house 
and  for  such  other  pious  and  charitable  purposes  as  shall  be 
directed  by  the  major  vote  of  the  regular  members  of  the  said 
society  and  congregation  duly  assembled  upon  public  notice 
thereof  the  Sunday  preceeding  from  the  pulpit  or  desk  of  the 
said  house  of  worship. 

[Section  III.]  (Section  IV.  P.  L.)  And  be  it  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  singular  the  powers^ 
privileges^  regulations,  provisions  and  directions  subject  to  the 
limitations  and  restrictions  contained  in  an  act  of  general  as- 
sembly, entitled  "An  act  for  incorporating  the  Presbyterian 
congregation  of  Pequea  in  the  county  of  Lancaster,?  enacted 
on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
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eighty-six  ^  mutatis  mutandis,  shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
extended  and  applied  to  the  said  congregation  of  Pittsburg  and 
to  the  trustees  hereinbefore  mentioned  and  their  successors. 

[Section  V.]  Provided  nevertheless,  That  no  sale  or  aliena- 
tion of  the  real  estate  of  the  said  corporation  to  be  made  by  the 
said  trustees  or  their  successors,  bona  fide  and  for  valuable 
consideration,  in  case  the  possession  thereof  pass  immediately 
to  the  purchaser  thereof  and  continue  in  him  or  his  heirs  and 
assigns  shall  be  impeached  or  called  in  question  for  want  of  the 
consent  of  the  majority  of  the  regular  members  of  the  said 
society  and  congregation  given  as  required  by  the  act  afore- 
said, unless  the  same  be  done  within  seven  years  from  and  after 
the  sale  and  delivery  of  possession  to  the  said  purchaser. 
Passed  September  29, 1787.    Recorded  L.  B.  No.  3,  p.  256,  etc. 

iPassed  February  5,  1785,  Chapter  1124. 
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ABATEMENT. 

Actions  pending  in  Huntingdon 
county  (formerly  Bedford)  against 
InhabitantB  thereof  not  discon- 
tinued by  erection  of  Huntingdon 
county,    617 

ABINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 
\  Rent    charge    in,    confirmed    to    the 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  ...127,  188 
Title    to    land    in,    confirmed    to    the 
University   of   Pennsylvania 187 

ABSENCE. 

Limitation  as  affecting  absent  per- 
sons to  recover  escheated  lands  or 
goods,     561 

ACADEMIES.    See  Colleges  and  Schools. 

ACCESSORY. 

After  the  fact  in  any  felony,  penalty 
for,  283 

ACCOUNTS.    See     County     Commission- 
ers; Imposts. 

ACTION  OF  DEBT. 

Commissioners  in  bankruptcy  au- 
thorized to  maintain.  In  their  own 
names  to  the  use  of  creditors 72 

ACTIONS. 

Plaintiffs  may,  as  formerly,  remove 
into  the  Supreme  Court,  causes 
which  could  not  be  originally 
brought  there,    867 
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ACTS  OF  ASSEB1BL.Y. 

Bankruptcy    act    not    to    be    retro- 
active,        71 

Certain  continued,   679,  686 

Certain  to  be  offered  in  evidence,.. 86.  216 
Certain  repealed, 63,  67,  90,  119,  282,  822,488 
Certain  partly  repealed,  ..6,  66,  61,  149, 
196,  200,  207,  208,  219,  263,  272,  296,  860, 
602 
Duration  of  certain  limited,  218,  289 


ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY  (PRIVATB). 

See  Ferries.  • 

Act  directing  the  payment  of  sixty- 
seven  pounds  and  three  pence  to 
David  Meade,  to  reimburse  him  for 
certain  expenses  incurred  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  107 

Act  authorizing  Deborah  Irvin  to  re- 
ceive the  Interest  upon  her  husband, 
James  Irvin's  depreciation  certifi- 
cate during  his  absence 108 

Law  requiring  oath  of  nonallenation 
by  original  owner  of  certificate  not 
to  apply,  109 

Interest  to  be  paid  as  upon  other  un- 
AUenated  depreciation  certificates,..  109 

Controller  general  to  liquidate  account 
of  George  Schlosser,  for  damages 
and  loss  by  furnishing  certain 
money  to  state  during  war,  and  to 
issue  certificates  accordingly,   824 

Controller- general  to  Issue  a  certifi- 
cate in  favor  of  William  Tharpe,  for 
a  sum  of  money  due  him  from  the 
State  in  consequence  of  an  agree- 
ment of  the  Supreme  S<xecutive 
Council,   881 
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ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY— Continued. 

David  Cloyd,  late  Treasurer  of  State 
taxes,  exonerated  from  payment  of 
certain  money  of  which  he  was 
robbed,     9C8 

Committee  of  John  Vanderen  em- 
powered to  convey  parts  of  his  real 
estate,  S76 

May  mort^^  parts  of  his  real  es- 
tate  376 

May  lease  the  real  estate 3T7 

May  sell  parts  of  the  personal  estate,    877 

To  take  patents  for  lands  not  yet 
patented 378 

Application  of  moneys  received  by 
committee,  878 

Authorizing  lot  in  Northern  Uberties 
devised  by  Dr.  John  Kearsl^.y  to 
Christ  Church  and  St.  Peter's  Epis- 
copal Church,  Philadelphia,  for 
charitable  purposes,  to  be  sold  in 
compliance  with  his  will,  his  ex- 
ecutors having  died,  689 

ACTS  OF  BANKRUPTCY. 

What  shall  constitute,  defined 70 

ADMIRALTY.    S^  CourU. 

Crimes  not  amounting  to  felony  to  be 
cognizable  before  Judge  of  Ad- 
miralty and  two  Justices  of  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Phila- 
delphia county 424 

Crimes  under  degree  of  felony  ejid 
within  Admiralty  Jurisdiction  how  to 
be  tried,    426 

Proviso  in  case  of  absence  of  Judge 
of  Admiralty,    426 

Fees  declared,  426-6 

Certain  acts  partly  repealed,   426 

ADULTERY.    (See  also  Divorce.) 

Grounds  for  divorce,   84 

ADVERTISE3MBNT.    See  NoUce. 

AFFIDAVITS. 

Libels  in  divorce  must  be  supported 

by 96 

To  libels  in  divorce,  contents  of,  86 

ALIMONY.    See  Divorce. 

ALLEGHENY. 

Supreme  Executive  Council  empower- 
ed to  lay  out  a  town  along  the  Al- 
legheny and  Ohio  Rivers  opposite 
Fort  Pitt 600 


ALLEGIANCE,  OATH  OF.    See  Citlsen- 
ship;  Elections. 

ALLEN  TOWNSHIP. 

Act  confirming  the  title  of  the  assigns 
of  Nathaniel  Taylor  in  a  messuage 
and  tract  of  land  in  Northampton 
county,  situated  on  the  Lehigh 
River  and  bounded  by  land  of  Rob- 
ert Clendanin,  John  Riddle,  John 
Boyd  and  John  Walker,  214 

Title  of  assigns  not  to  be  impeached 
because  of  loss  of  deeds 216 

Act  to  be  sufficient  proof  that  Nathan- 
iel Taylor  formerly  owned  said 
premises 216 

ALLi!.YS.    See  Roads. 

AMERICAN  PHILOSOPHICAL  SOCIETY. 
Supplement  to  act  vesting  in  the,   a 

certain  lot  of  ground 196 

Authorized    to    lease    parts    of    their 

building  for  certain  uses 196 

Profits  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes 

of  the,   199 

ANTRIM       TOWNSHIP,       FRANKLIN 

COUNTY.    See  Elections. 
APPEAL. 

From  sentence  of  Supreme  Court  in 
tiivorce  cases  to  lie  to  the  high  court 
of  errors  and  a]K>eals 99 

Procedure  in,  in  divorce  cases 99 

To  lie  to  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  if 
taken  within  six  days  and  security  Is 
given,  from  judgment  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  in  cases  of  violation  of 
laws  regulating  fishing  in  the 
Schuylkill  River,  196 

Time  within  which,  may  be  made 
from  assessments 209 

Right  of  trial  by  jury  given  to  public 
officers  whose  accounts  were  settled 
by  Comptroller-General  prior  to  pas- 
sage of  previous  act,   241 

The  sale  for  payment  of  taxes  of  im- 
proved lands  liring  within  certain 
counties  belonging  to  non-resident 
owners,  prevented  for  a  limited 
time  and  a  further  day  of  appeal  al- 
lowed,   238 

Plaintifts  may,  as  formerly,  remove 
into  the  Supreme  Court,  causes 
which  could  not  be  originally 
brought  there 857 
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APPORTIONMENT    ACTS.    See    Legis- 
lature. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

150  £  appropriated  for  opening  road 
between  Susquehanna  River  at  Nes- 
copeck  Falls  and  Lehigh  River  near 
Union  sawmill 479 

Public  moneys  appropriated  to  reim- 
burse county  lieutenants,  etc.,  ad- 
vancing money  for  militia 678 

ARMY  AND  NAVY.  See  Depreciation 
Certificates;   Militarx  Laws;  Pensions. 

Powers  of  Orphans'  Court  in  reference 
to  relief  of  soldiers  transferred  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  881 

Judge  of  Supreme  Court  on  circuit 
may  exercise  powers  heretofore 
vested  in  Orphans'  Courts  In  certain 
cases 881 

Supreme  Court  may  revise  proceed- 
ings, and  make  new  orders,  881 

Order  made  by  justice  to  be  certified 
to  Comptroller-GeneFal,  882 

Application  for  relief  to  be  made  with- 
in three  years 882 

Part  of  former  act  repealed ,  882 

ARREST.    See  Bankruptcy. 
ASSEMBLY   (GENERAL).    See  Leglsla- 
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ASSESSORS  OF  TAXES.    See  Taxation. 

ASSIGNMENTS.    See  Bankruptcy. 

ASSURANCE  COMPANIES.  See  Fire 
Insurance. 

ATTAINDER.    See  Citizenship;  Divorce; 
Escheats;   University  of  Pennsylvania. 
Not  to  work  corruption  of  the  blood 
nor  extend  to  disinheritance  of  any 
person  but  the  person  guilty  of  cer- 
tain crimes,   281 

ATTIN'S  TWO  ISLANDS. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,   SM 

AUCTION.    See  Vendor  and  Purchaser. 

BAIL.    See  Courts. 

Persons  accused  of  certain  crimes  not 
to  be  admitted  to,  except  on  order 
of  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ...  881 
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BALLOTS.    See  Elections. 

BANKRUPTCY.    See  Insolvent  Laws. 

Act  regulating,    70 

Persons  who  may  take  advantage  of, 
enumerated,   70 

What  shall  constitute  acts  of,  defined,    70 

President  or  vice-president  of  Su- 
preme Executive  Council,  upon  pe- 
tition to  appoint  under  great  seal 
commissioners  in 71 

Wlio  may  petition  for  commissioner 
in 71 

Number  of  Commissioners  in,  pre- 
N     scribed 71 

Debts  of  creditors  must  have  arisen 
after  passage  of  this  act,  71 

Petitioning  creditors  to  make  affi- 
davit as  to  debt,  71 

Petitioning  creditors  to  give  bond, —    71 

Amount  of  bond  prescribed,   71 

Bond  to  be  assigned  to  alleged  bank- 
rupt if  debt  is  not  proven  to  be  due 
or  party  is  not  proven  a  bank- 
rupt,        71 

Bond  may  be  sued  for  by  alleged 
bankrupt  In  his  own  name 71 

Powers  of  commissioners  prescribed,    71 

Bankrupt  may  be  imprisoned,   71 

Property  of  bankrupt  which  may  be 
taken 72 

Property  of  bankrupt  to  be  appraised 
and  sold,    72 

Commissioners  to  sue  in  their  own 
names  to  the  use  of  creditors  for  aU 
debts  of  bankrupt,  72 

All  acts  of  commissioners  to  be  valid 
as  against  the  bankrupt,  his  wife, 
heirs,  children  and  others  claim- 
ing under  him 72 

No  purchaser  for  good  consideration 
to  be  impeached  unless  commission 
is  sued  against  the  bankrupt  within 
five  years  after  he  has  become  a 
bankrupt,  ^^ 

Commissioners  to  have  power  by  deed 
to  sell  or  convey  lands,  tenements 
or  herediuments  of  bankrupt 72 

Such  deeds  to  carry  with  them  any 
right  of  common  recovery  existing 
in  the  bankrupt 72 
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Commissioners  to  have  power  to  re- 
deem mortgages  or  pledges  of  bank- 
rupt,        78 

Commissioners  to  have  power  to  sell 
such  lands,  goods  and  estates,  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors,  78 

Commmissioners  to  have  power  to  as- 
sign or  dispose  of  all  debts  due 
bankrupt  to  use  of  creditors 78 

Such  assignment  to  be  good  as  against 
bankrupt  or  any  other  to  whom  debt 
is  due,  78 

Assignment  not  to  be  attached  as  debt 
of  bankrupt  or  other  purposes,   ....    78 

Purchaser  may  recover  debt  assigned 
in  his  own  name 78 

Provisions  not  to  apply  to  debtor  who 
made  bona  fide  payment  to  bankrupt 
without  notice,  78 

Commissioners  on  request  of  bankrupt 
to  state  disposition  of  his  goods  and 
make  payment  of  surplus,  ....! 73 

Bankrupt,  after  satisfaction  of  credi- 
tors, to  have  power  to  recover  resi- 
due of  debts,    74 

Commissioners,  upon  showing,  to 
have  power  to  compel  disclosure  of 
goods  and  debts,  74 

Commissioners  to  have  power  to  call 
any  persons  to  make  such  disclos- 
ure,        74 

Penalty  for  persons  not  declaring  the 
whole  truth  or  denying  to  swear  or 
affirm,  prescribed,   74 

Such  penalty  to  be  levied  on  the  lands, 
goods  and  chattels  of  such  persons,    74 

Such  penalties  to  be  distributed  for 
satisfaction  of  debts  of  creditors,..    74 

Penalty  for  persons  claiming  or  de- 
taining debts,  goods  or  tenements  of 
bankrupt,  without  consideration, 
prescribed,  74 

Such  penalties  to  be  levied  and  em- 
ployed as  before  prescribed ,   74 

Voluntary  conveyances  or  transfers 
by  bankrupt  to  be  invalid,  74 

Provision  not  to  apply  to  conveyances 
or  transfers  to  bankrupt's  children 
upon  marriage,  if  parties  married 
are  of  age  of  consent,  or  if  made  for 
valuable  bdnslderiation , 76 


BANKRUPTOT-Oontiinied. 

Commissioners  to  have  power  to  sell 
property  so  conveyed  or  transferred 
as  If  actually  in  possession  of  bank- 
rupt     7S 

Mtethod  of  summooinfiT  or  apprehend- 
ing bankrupt  prescribed 7S 

Ldmlt  of  time  within  which  bankrupt 
may  surrender  himself 7S 

Power  of  commissioners  to  examine 
bankrupt  on  interrogatorieo,   1^ 

President  or  vice-president  of  Supreme 
Sixecutive  Council  may  extend  time 
within  which  bankrupt  may  sur> 
render  himself,    7S 

Limit  of  time  within  which  bank- 
rupt may  make  application  for  such 
extension,    7S 

Bankrupt,  during  time  allowed  for  ex- 
amination, may  inspect  his  books, 
etc.,    7« 

Bankrupt  to  be  free  fron^  arrest  dur- 
ing time  allowed  for  his  examina- 
tion unless  he  was  in  custody  at  the 
time  of  surrender,   7C 

Penalty  for  officer  detaining  bank- 
rupt prescribed,  7C 

Commissioners  to  attend  bankrupt  if 
he  is  in  custody, 7C 

Penalty  for  bankrupt  refusing  to  be 
examined,  or  for  perjuring  himself, 
prescribed,  7G 

Penalty  for  concealing  bankrupt  pre- 
scribed,       77 

Penalty  for  refusing  to  attend  com- 
missioners, or  for  refusing  to  answer 
interrogatories,  prescribed 77 

Such  provisioi^  not  to  apply  unless 
costs  of  witnesses,  are  paid 77 

Penalty  for  any  person,  other  than 
bankrupt  committing  perjury  or 
subornation  thereof  prescribed 77 

Method  of  applying  such  penalty  pre- 
scribed,        78 

Commissioners  empowered  to  ex- 
amine wife  of  bankrupt 78 

Penalty  for  wife  refusing  to  be  ex- 
amined prescribed 78 

Penalty  for  bankrupt  fraudulently  dis- 
posing of  his  estate  prescribed,  ....    78 

Commissioners  emiK>wered  to  author- 
ise breaking  open  of  houses,  etc, 
'and  to  seise  bankrupt  or  his  goods,    7> 
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CommlB8ioner8  empowered  to  sell 
goods  In  poseeeelon  of  bankrupt.  If 
■uoh  bankrupt  is  the  repiu^ted  owti- 
er  thereof,   79 

Manner  of  recoverlnsr  and  using  for- 
feitures prescribed 79 

Commissioners  to  hold  meetings  for 
proving  claims  ajid  destrlbutlng 
bankrupt's  estate,   79 

Time  within  which  creditors  may 
prove  claims  and  bankrupt's  estate 
Is  to  be  distributed 79 

President  or  vice-president  of  Supreme 
Executive  council  may  extend  ^uch 
time,    79 

Undisposed  of  estate  of  bankrupt  to 
be  immediately  converted  Into 
money  and  distributed  among  credi- 
tors within  two  months,  80 

Notice  of  meetings  of  commissioners 
to  be  published  in  two  Philadelphia 
newspapers,    80 

£}state  of  bankrupt,  softer  deduction  of 
costs,  to  be  distributed  pro  rata 
among  creditors  who  have  proven 
their  claims 80 

Commissioners  to  take  receipts  from 
creditors,    , 80 

Such  receipt  to  be  a  full  discharge  to 
commissioners,   80 

Creditors  to  be  permitted  to  prove 
their  claims  at  each  meeting  called 
for  making  a  dividend,  80 

Assignees  to  produce  upon  oath  or 
affirmation  their  accounts 80 

Bankrupts  surrendering  and  conform- 
ing to  act  to  receive  certificate  and 
allowance  on  proceeds  of  estate,   ..    80 

Amount  of  allowance  regulated  ac- 
cording to  dividend  paid  by  estate,  .    81 

Procedure  in  case  bankrupt  Is  sued 
for  debts  contracted  before  bank- 
ruptcy     81 

Bankrupt  imprisoned  for  debts  con- 
tracted prior  to  bankruptcy  to  be 
dischfU'ged  upon  bail  on  order  of 
court  upon  producing  certificate,   ..    81 

Persons  proven  bankrupt  to  be  arrest- 

#  ed  under  warrant  of  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court  or  a  member  of  the 

Supreme    S<xecutive    Council    upon 

application  made, 82 
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Commissioners  empowered  to  seise  ef- 
fects, books  and  writings  of  bank- 
rupt     82 

.  Bankrupt  so  arrested  to  have  bene- 
fits of  act  if  he  submits  and  con- 
forms within  time  allowed 82 

Obligations  of  bankrupt  not  due  at 
date  of  bankruptcy  may  be  proven 
and  share  pro  rata  in  estate,  82 

Interest  on  such  obligations  to  be 
deducted  for  time  yet  to  run,  82 

Obligors  in  bottomree  or  respondentia 
bonds  may  prove  debt,  82 

Bankrupt  to  be  discharged  from  such 
obligations  as  if  they  had  been  due 
before  bankruptcy 83 

Such  creditors  may  petition  or  Join 
in  petition  for  commission,  88 

Secured  creditors  to  share  pro  rata 
with  other  creditors,    83 

Warrant  committing  any  person  for 
refusing  to  answer  or  fully  answer 
any  question  to  specify  such  ques- 
tion,      88 

Bankrupt  not  to  be  discharged  for 
want  of  form  in  commissioners  war- 
rant of  commitment,   88 

Penalty  for  gaoler  permitting  such 
person  to  escape  prescribed,   88 

Creditor  having  proven  debt  and  pro- 
ducing certificate  thereof  may  de- 
mand gaoler  to  produce  person  com- 
mitted     84 

Penalty  for  gaoler  refusing  to  produce 
person  committed  prescribed 84 

Such  penalty  to  be  for  use  of  credi- 
tors,      84 

Method  of  recovering  such  penalty,  ..    84 

Majority  of  commissioners  may  com- 
pound with  debtors  in  case  of  dis- 
pute,        84 

Such  debtors  may  have  benefit  of  a 
defalcation,    84 

Death  of  bankrupt  not  to  interfere 
with  proceedings,  84 

Commissioners  to  take  oath  before 
acting 84 

Such  oath  to  be  administered  by 
president  or  vice-president  of  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  and  filed 
in  ofllce  of  secretary,  84 

Form  of  oath,  84 
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Act  to  be  evidence  In  suit  against 
commlBflioners  or  i>er8on8  having 
authority  under  act,  86 

Persons  so  sued  to  have  double  costs  . 
if  suit  is  discontinued  or  result  is 
favorable  to  him 85 

Fees  of  commissioners  and  others  em- 
ployed under  commission  pre- 
scribed,        85 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  to  have 
jurisdiction  to  discharge  persons 
imprisoned  for  debt,   85 

Persons  liable  to  be  proceeded  against 
tmder  this  act  not  to  be  so  dis- 
charged until  they  have  been  im- 
prisoned for  six  months,   85 

Persons  adjudged  bankrupts  under 
this  act  not  to  be  so  discharged,  ..    85 

Such  courts  may  grant  relief  as  under 
act  of  February  14,  1730 81 

Iiimltation  of  Act 81 

Certain  insolvent  debtors  relieved 
from  imprisonment  by  act  of  assem- 
bly  847 

Persons  committed  till  the  restoration 
of  stolen  goods,  or  payment  of  value 
may  be  discharged  as  Insolvent,  S53 

Reasonable  notice  to  be  given  to  the 
owner  or  his  attorney,  854 

Debtors  in  execution  for  rent  may  be 
discharged  as  bankrupts 354 

Landlords  remedy  by  distress  not  to 
be  affected,  854 

No  insolvent  debtor  to  be  remanded,  on 
a  weekly  allowance  except  for  fraud,  355 

Act  of  Assembly  partly  repealed, 355 

Intent  in  using  the  word  conform  in 
former  act,    398 

What  shall  be  set  forth  in  the  certifi- 
cate of  conformity  to  make  it  valid,  399 

Before  allowance  of  the  certificate. 
the  bankrupt  shall  swear  it  was 
fklrly  obtained 399 

Ko  certificate  to  be  granted,  until  the 
bankrupt  has  executed  an  assign- 
ment of  all  his  estate,    399 

"When  a  certificate  shall  be  granted 
and  allowed,  and  its  effect,   400 

The  commissioners,  or  assignees,  pri- 
vfleged  to  sell  at  vendue,  like  tx- 
ecutors 400 


BANKRUPTCY— ConUnued. 

Commissioners  may  require  a  bond 
from  the  petitioning  creditors 40(^ 

What  costs  and  charges  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  commissioners 401 

Petitioning  creditors  to  be  repaid, 
costs  advanced,  out  of  the  first 
proceeds  of  the  bankrupt's  estate,  401 

One-half  of  creditors  in  value  may  ap- 
point assignee 401 

To  whom  the  commissioners  shall  as- 
sign the  bankrupt's  estate  in  trust,  401 

Power  and  duty  of  such  assignees,    401-2 

Allowance  for  discovering  any  of  the 
bankrupt's  estate,  after  his  final  ex- 
amination   402 

Penalty  on  trustees  concealing  any 
estate  belonging  to  the  bankrupt,  ...  402 

Penalty  on  the  bankrupt's  allowing 
a  fictitious  d^bt  to  be  proved 402 

No  Indemnity  allowed  to  bankrupt 
where  he  has  lost  money  by  gamb- 
Ung 402 

Proof  of  debts  due  to  foreigners 402 

Insolvent  tax  collector  imprisoned  at 
Lancaster  for  falling  to  pay  over 
taxes  collected,  relieved  from  im- 
prisonment as  insolvent  debtor,  ....  500 

BANKRUPTS.    See  Bankruptcy. 

BANKS. 

Act  of  Assembly  incorporating  Bank 

of  North  America,  repealed,   57 

Act  of  Assembly  to  prevent  and  pun- 
ish the  counterfeiting  of  the  common 
seal,  etc.,  of  the  president,  direc- 
tors,    and    Company  of    Bank    of 

North  America,  repealed,  67 

Acts    performed  under  authority    of 

prior  acts  not  to  be  invalidated,  ...    57 
Subscribers  to  Bank  of  North  Amer- 
ica Incorporated  for  fourteen  years,    413 
Extent  and  quality  of  the  capital  es- 
tate limited  and  defined 413 

Powers  to  hold  land  limited,   4^ 

Restricted  from  trading,  413 

Penalty  for  trading 414 

Permitted  to  trade  in  certain  articles,  414 

Corporate  capacity  and  powers,  414 

Appointment  of  officers 414» 

Power  of  President  and  Directors,   ..  415 

To  make  by  laws 415 

To  have  a  seal 415 


Index. 
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Pace. 
BANKS— Continued. 

Duplicate  of  bylaws  to  be  deposited 
with  the  executive, 41S 

Any  officer  secreting,  embeszlinsr  or 
running  away  with  bank  bills,  etc., 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  ..  416 

Act  to  be  construed  favorably  for  the 
corporatoin,    416 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
Bee  Churches. 

BASTARD.    See  Criminal  Law. 

BAUSMAN,  JACOB. 

His  heirs  and  assigns  authorized  to 
establish  and  maintain  ferry  on 
Monongahela,   opposite  Pittsburg,..    67 

BEDFORD  COUNTY.    See  Highways. 
Supplement  to  act  for  erecting  part 

of,  into  a  separate  county  repealed,    6S 
Second  election  district  in,   changed,  295 

To  have  sixth  election  district,  295 

ESntitled  to  three  representatives,  ....  887 
The  sale  for  payment  of  taxes  of  im- 
proved lands  lying  within,   belong- 
ing   to    non-resident    owners,    pre- 
vented  for   a   limited    time   and   a 

further  day  of  appeal  allowed 888 

Huntingdon  County  erected  out  of,..  512 

BEDFORD,   TOWN  OF.    See  Highways. 
Two  Justices  of  the  peace  allowed,  ..  175 

BENSALEM,  BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Presbyterian  Congregation  in.  Incor- 
porated,     876 

BERKS   COUNTY, 

Entitled  to  five  representatives 886 

200  £  appropriated  for  the  repairing 
and  mending  of  the  road  leading 
from  Hamburg  on  the  Schuylkill, 
Berks  County,  to  the  Northumber- 
land County  Une  by  Conrad  Min- 
Ick's  saw  mlU 477 

BIGAMY. 

Ground  for  divorce,  94 

Penalty   for,    288 

BILXJARD  TABLE.    See  Crtminal  Law. 

BILLS  OF  CREDIT.      See  Debt  (Public.) 

Act  for  redemption  of  certain,  19€ 

SUte  treasurer  authorised  to  pay 
■ame 1^ 


BILLS  OF  CREDIT— Continued.  **** 

How  same  to  be  paid 197 

Time  within  which  same  may  be  pre- 
sented for  redemption,    197 

State  treasurer  to  publish  each  month 

notice  of  time  limit,  197 

Act  repealing  part  of  an  act  provid- 
ing for  the  raising  of  a  certain  sum 
by  taxation  to  redeem  certain  bills 
of  credit 199 

BIRDS  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 805 

BLOCKLBY  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  122-123 

BONDS.    See  Bankruptcy;  Lands  (Public). 

BOROUGHS.  See  Bristol  Borough;  Lancas- 
ter Borough;  Carlisle  Borough;  Reading 
Borough;  York  Borough. 

BOTTOMREE  BONDS.      See  Bankruptcy. 

BOUNDARIES.     See     Huntingdon    County; 
Luzerne  Ck)unty;   Northumberland  Coun- 
ty; Northampton  County;  York  Borough. 

BRIBERY.    See  Elections. 

BRIDGES. 

Neshamlny  ferry,  Bucks  County,  and 
bridge  vested  in  Charles  Beesonet 
et  al 18 

Charles  Bessonet  and  Gtershon  John- 
ston authorized  to  build  said  bridge, 
wharves,  etc.,  and  authorised  to 
collect  tolls 18-19 

Bridge  to  be  capable  of  being  opened 
for  passage  of  vessels,   19 

Mode  of  compensating  said  parties 
if  the  legislature  should  hereafter 

make  a  bridge  free,    19 

Abraham  Wltmer  authorised  to  build 
a  toll  bridge  across  Conestoga 
Creek,  Lancaster  County,  on  the 
road  between  Philadelphia  and  west- 
ern counties,  M4 

Empowered  to  collect  tolls 525 

Rates  of  toll  for  different  vehicles 
fixed tt5 

Franchise  to  be  surrendered  on  de- 
mand and  reasonable  oompensatlon 
paid tt5 
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BRIDGEIS— Oontlnued. 

How  value  to  be  appraised 626 

Toll  bridge  owner's  duty  to  repair,  ..  6SS 
Penalty  for  exacting  excessive  tolls,.  626 

BRISTOL.  BOROUGH. 

Act  re-establishing  corporation  of,  ...    68 

President  or  vice-president  of  Supreme 
Executive  Council  to  appoint  two 
burgesses  in,   68 

One  of  said  burgesses  to  be  named 
chief  burgess  and  one  high  con- 
stable,        68 

Chief  burgess  to  take  oath  prescribed 
bylaw 68 

When  freeholders  neglect  to  hold 
annual  election,  president  or  vice- 
president  of  Supreme  Ebcecutive 
Council  to  appoint  officers 68 

Manner  of  administering  oaths  to  bur- 
gesses and  other  offlcers  of,  pre- 
scribed     66 

Former  rights,  franchises  and  privil- 
eges restored  to,  66 

Act  not  to  oblige  Sheriff  of  Bucks 
County  to  reside  in,  66 

Act  not  to  oblige  clerks  of  court  of 
Bucks  County  to  reside  in 66 

Apt  not  to  oblige  the  appointment  of 
a  deputy  to  reside  therein ,  66 

Act  not  to  enable  residents  to  elect 
more  than  two  burgesses 66 

Qualiflcations  of  electors  prescribed,  ..    66 

Two  Justices  of  the  peace  allowed,   ..  174 

BRUNSWICK  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of   Pennsylvania,    184 

BUCKS  COUNTY. 

Sheriff  of,   not  required  to  reside  in 

Bristol  Borough,   '. 66 

Clerks  of  courts  of,   not  required  to 

reside  in  Bristol  Borough,  66 

EIn titled  to  four  representatives,  836 


BUGGERY. 
Penalty  for. 


281 


BUILDINGS  (PUBLJC.) 
See  Court  House;   Jails. 
County    and  city  courthouses  to    be 
built  on  statehouse  square,   Phila- 
delphia  472 


BUIl4DINGS-<;ontiniied. 

In  laying  out  town  opposite  Fort  Pitt 
on  public  lands,  lots  to  be  reaenred 
for  court  house,  jail,  market  home 
and  places  of  public  worship, 661 

Courthouse  to  be  buUt  In  Huntingdon 
county  (formerly  Bedford) 514 

Site  for  courthouse  and  prison  in 
town  of  Huntingdon  to  be  selected 
and  purchased 516 

Mode  of  defraying  expense,  etc.,  516 


BULLET  PLAYING. 
Punishment  for. 


817 


BUR9ESSEB. 

Two  to  be  appointed  for  Bristol  Bor- 
ough, one  to  be  named  chief  bur- 
gess,        68 

BURGLARY. 

Penalty  for 281 

CARNARVAN      TOWNBHIP,       HE2RKB 
COUNTY  (formerly  Lancaji^r  Ooonty.) 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Ban-   . 

gor  in,  incorporated,  165 

St.  Thomas  Protestant  Erpiscopal 
Chapel  In,  incorporated  and  author- 
ised to  be  removed  to  Morgan's 
Town 188 

CARLISLE  BOROUGH. 

Acts  of  Assembly  declaring  burgesses 
of,  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  partly 
repealed 61 

Two  Justices  of  the  peace  allowed,  ...  175 

CARLISLE  PRESBYTESOAN  CHURCH. 
Incorporated,  244 

CASE,  ACTION  ON  THE, 

Sums  due  managers  of  lotteries  to  be 
recovered  by,    68 

CATHARINE  STREET. 

Rent  charge  on,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  12S-1I1 

CEMBTERIEa 

In  laying  out  town  opposite  Fort  Pitt, 
land  to  be  reserved  for  burying  the 
dead 861 

CHAMBERSBURO. 

Two  justices  of  the  peace  allowed 17& 
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CHAMBERS  ISI4AND.  ***' 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,   806 

CHARITIES.    See  Hospitals. 

Act  authorizing  lot  in  Northern  Ub- 
ertles  devised  by  Dr.  John  Kearsley 
to  Christ  Church  and  St,  Peter's 
Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia,  for 
charitable  purposes,  to  be  sold  in 
compliance  with  his  will,  his  ex- 
ecutors having  died,   689 

CHARTERS.    See  Corporations. 

CHESTER. 

Two  Justices  of  the  peace  allowed,  ....  175 
Act  repealing  an  act  suspending  an 
an  act  to  enable  certain  persons 
therein  named  to  build  a  new  court 
house  and  prison  in  Chester  County, 
and  to  fell  the  old  court  house  and 
prison  in 200 

CHESTER   COUNTY. 

Act  repealing  an  act  suspending  an 
act  to  enable  William  Clingan, 
Thomas  Bull,  John  Kinkead,  Roger 
Kirk,  John  Sellers,  John  Wilson  and 
Joseph  Davis  to  build  a  new  court 
house  and  prison  in,  and  to  fell  the 
old  court  house  and  prison  in  Ches- 
ter Borough,    200 

Divided  into  four  election  districts,..  288 

Returns  of  elections  in,  when  to  be 
made 284 

Prisoners  removed  from  old  gaol  in 
the  Town  of  Chester  to  the  new 
gaol   in  Goshen  Township,    812 

All  prisoners  to  be  kept  in  Ooshen 
Township  gaol 218 

Entitled  to  six  representatives 886 

CHIEF  BURGESSES.    See  Burgesses. 

CHILDREN.    See  Criminal  Law. 

Bom  of  the  wife  during  the  marriage, 
not  to  be  rendered  illegitimate 97 

CHIMNEY  SWEEPERS. 

In  Philadelphia  City.  Southwark  and 
the  Northern  Uberties  to  register 
and  obtain  a  certificate  to  that  ef- 
fect   678-i74 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,  ....;.  674 


CHIMNEY  SWEErPERS— Continued. 

To  wear  the  number  contained  in  the 
certificates    on    the   ftont   of   their 

caps.    674 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,  674 

To  sweep  chimneys  within  forty-eight 

hours  after  application,    575 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 676 

Rates  allowed  for  sweeping  chimneys,  576 
Penalty  imposed   upon,    where  chim- 
neys take  fire  and  blaze  out  the  top 
within  one  month  from  the  sweep- 
ing   576 

Appointment   of  officer   for  granting 

certificates,  etc 575 

Fines  arising  under  act  to  be  divided 
between  officer  and  overseers  of  the 

poor,    575.0 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  repealed,  ..    576 

CHURCHES. 

German  Lutheran  Congregation  of 
Germcmtown  Township,    County  of 

Philadelphia,  incorporated 6 

Empowered  to  hold  charitable  dona- 
tions, etc 6 

Empowered  to  hold  lands,  etc 7 

Misnomer  of  said  corporation  shall  not 
defeat   or   annul    any   gift,    grant, 

etc 8 

Lands  to  be  disposed  of  only  upon  con- 
sent of  two  thirds  of  the  congrega- 
tion,        8 

To  have  a  common  seal,  9 

To  sue  and  be  sued,  9 

Number  of  trustees,  elders,  deacons, 

and  manner  of  election,  8 

Empowered  to  make  by-laws,  etc.,...    12 
Clear  yearly  income  limited  to  660£ ,  .    12 
Act  authorising  sale  of  lands  held  in 
trust  for  the  support  of  a  minister 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 

at  Pequea 148 

Proceeds  of  sale  to  be  invested,  148 

Interest  on  investment  to  be  paid  to 

the  minister 148 

SUcceiMdrs  of  deceased  trustees  to  b^ 
appointed  by  wardens  and  vestry,  ..  148 
Trustees   to  give  discharges  or  sue  for 
money   due    by   occupiers    of    said 
land, 148 
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CHURCHES— Continued. 

Act  authorizing  sale  of  the  moiety  of 
the  mill  and  three  parcels  of  land  in 
Salisbury  Township,  Lancaster 
County,  and  the  messuage  and  lot 
on  Prince,  Orange  and  Water 
Streets,  Lancaster,  in  trust  for  the 
support  of  the  minister  of  the  Pro- 
testant   Episcopal    Church    of    St. 

James  in  Lancaster 144 

Proceeds  of  sale  to  be  applied  towards 

building  a  parsonage,    145 

Trustees  to  give  discharges  or  sue  for 
money    due    by    occupiers    of    said 

properties 145 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  Ban- 
gor, Camarvan  Towiiship,  Lancas- 
ter County,  incorporated,  165 

May  purchase  and  hold  lands,  etc.,  ..  166 
Rents,   profits,   and  interest,   etc.,   to 
be    applied  to  the  support    of    the 

minister,  etc.,   166 

Power  to  sell  part  of  its  lands,  tene- 
ments,  etc 166 

Provided  two-thirds  of  the  vestry  ap- 
prove,      167 

Money  to  be  reinvested  in  other  lands, 
tenements,  etc.,  approved  by  two- 
thirds  of  vestry 167 

Empowered  to  make  rules,  by-laws, 
etc.,   not  repugnant  to  laws  of  the 

State,    167 

To   have   a   common    seal    and    may 

change  the  same,  167 

May  sue  and  be  sued,  etc,  167 

Who  shall  constitute  vestry 168 

Election  of  vestry 168 

Persons  entitled  to  vote  at  election,  ..  168 
Contributing  members  to  elect  ward- 
ens,   168 

Provisions  in  case  of  the  death  of  the 

minister 168 

Real  Estate  of  the,  not  to  exceed  the 

.  clear  yearly  value  of  1000£,  168 

St.  Peters  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  Great  Valley,  Tredyfferln 
Township,  Chester  County,  incor- 
porated  181 


OHXTRCHES-ConUnued. 

Entitled  to  exercise  like  rights, 
powers,  privileges,  etc.,  and  sub- 
ject to  like  regulations  as  the  £:pi8- 
copal  Congregation  of  St.  Paul's 
Church  in  Philadelphia,  (see  Vol. 
XI.  Penna.  Stat,  at  Large,  page  149),  182 

Act  to  remove  and  incorporate  St. 
Thomas  Protestant  Episcopal 
Chapel,  Oamarvan  Township,  BeiicB 
County 183 

Empowered  to  purchase  and  hold 
lands 186 

Rents,  profits  and  interest  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  support  of  the  minister, 
etc.,   186 

Authorized  to  remove  house  of  wor. 
ship  and  school  house  built  on  land 
left  in  trust  for  said  church,   186 

Property  of,  not  to  be  sold,  encum- 
bered, etc.,  except  by  consent  of 
majority  of  members  of  congrega- 
tion  186 

No  deed,  etc.,  given  without  such 
consent  to  be  questioned  after  seven 
years 186 

Empowered  to  make  rules,  by-laws, 
etc.,  not  repugnant  to  laws  of  the 
State,    : 187 

Record  to  be  kept  of  proceedings,  ....  187 

Wardens  and  vestrymen  to  elect  offi- 
cers,      187 

To  have  a  common  seal  and  may 
change  it 187 

May  sue  and  be  sued,  etc.,  187 

Corporation  to  consist  of  thirteen 
members,    188 

Election  of  members,    188 

Term  of  present  trustees  and  elec- 
tion of  successors,  188 

Real  estate  of,  not  to  exceed  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  500£,  188 

German  Reformed  Congregation, 
Reading,  Berks  County,  incorporat- 
ed  m 

May  purchase  and  hold  lands,  etc,..  2S7 

Real  estate  not  to  exceed  the  dear 
yearly  value  of  1000£ 887 

Biay  seU  and  dispose  of  part  of  their 
lands,  etc., 8S7 

I^t)vided  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers agree 288 
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CHURCHEJS— Continued. 

Grants  of  land,   etc.,  to  vest  In  the 

corporation 288 

May  sue  and  be  sued 288 

To    have   a  common  seal  and    may 

change  it,   238 

Empowered  to  make  rules,  by  laws, 
etc.,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of 

the  State,  etc,  288 

Constitution  of  corporation 288 

Election  of  members,   289 

Term  of  present  officers  and  election 

of  successors     289 

When  vacancy  in  office  occurs,   cor- 
poration empowered  to  elect  succes- 

Bor,   240 

Officers  may  be  re*e]eeted 240 

Presbyterian  Church,   Carllale,   Cum- 
berland Couniy    incorporated,   244 

May  purchase  and  hold  lands,  etc.,  ..  245 
Rents,  profits,  etc.,  to  be  used  for  the 
maintenance      of      the      minister, 

church,  etc,  246 

May   sell  part  of  its  property  upon 

vote  of  majority  of  the  members,..  246 
Empowered  to  make  by-laws  and  or- 
dinances,  etc.,  not  repugnant  with 

laws  of  the  State 247 

Proceedings  to  be  entered  in  a  book,  247 

Trustees  may  elect  officers 247 

To   have   common   seal,    which   they 

may  change    etc.,   247 

May  sue  and  be  sued 247 

Constitution  of  corporation 248 

Election  of  members  248 

Term    of   present    trustees   and   elec- 
tion of  successors,  248 

Trustees  may  be  re-elected,  249 

Elections    to    fill    vacancies    in   trus- 
tees,   249 

Pastor  entitled  to  ,vote,    249 

Who  may  be  elected  trustees,   249 

Real  estate,   etc.,   not  to  exceed  the 

clear  ytsarlj^  value  of  1600,  249 

Presbyterian  Cotigreg-ation  of  Brandy- 
wine.        Weatnantmel       Township, 

Chester  County,  incorporated 260 

May  purchase  and  hold  lands,  etc.,  ..  261 
Rents,    profits,   etc.,    to  be  used  for 
the    maintenance    of    the    church, 
etc 261 


CHURCHES— Continued.  ***' 
Entitled  to  like  powers,  etc,  and  sub- 
ject to  like  limit atlons,  etc*,  as  the 
PreBljyleriati  Congregation  of  Pe- 
quea,  Lancaster  County,  (see  Vol. 
XL  Penna.  Stat,  at  L.  page  406),..  251 
Sale,  etc.,  of  real  estate  of,  without 
consent  of  majority  of  members, 
when  bona  fide,  etc.,  not  to  be  im- 
peached after  seven  years 262 

Paptist  Church,   New  Britain  Town- 
ship, Bucks  County,  incorporated,.  268 
May  purch&Be  and  hold  lands,  etc,  ..  268 
Provided  the  majority  of  members  by 

vote  concur,      264 

Trustees  entitled  to  vote,  264 

Empowered    to    make   by-laws,    etc., 

not  repugnant  to  State  laws 264 

Recoid  to  be  kept  of  proceedings,   ..  266 

Trustees  may  elect  officers,    266 

To    have  common   seal   which    they 

may  change,  etc.,  266 

May  sue  and  be  sued 266 

ConsiUutton  of  corporation 266 

Election  of  members,  266 

Term  of  present  trustees  and  election 

of  successors 266 

Pastor  entitled  to  vote,  266 

Who  may  be  elected  trustees 266 

Annual  election  of  trustees,  when  to 

be  held 267 

Elections  to  fill  vacancies  in  trustees,  267 
Real  estate  not  to  exceed  the  clear 

yearly  value  of  600£,    267 

Declaration  of  Trust,  so  far  as  it 
subordinates  the  Scots  Presbyterian 
Church,  Philadelphia  to,  or  de- 
clares the  property  dependent  upon, 
the  Synod,  Edinburgh  or  subjects 
them    to   foreign   jurladictlon  made 

null  and  void 260 

Presbyterian  Church.  Donegal  Town- 
ship, Lancaster  County,  incorpor- 
ated  266 

May  purchase  and  hold  lands,  etc.,  ..  267 
Rents,  profits,  etc,  to  be  used  for  the 

support  of  the  pastor,  etc,  267 

Property  not  to  be  sold  or  encum- 
bered unless  consent  of  majority  of 
the  congregation  is  had 268 
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C7HURCHB8— Continued. 

Sale,  etc.,  of  real  estate  without  con- 
sent of  majority  of  members  when 
bona  fide  etc.,  not  to  be  questioned 

after  seven  years 268 

Empowered   to    make   by-laws,    etc., 

not  repugnant  to  State  laws,  268 

Record  to  be  kept  of  proceedingrs,  ....  268 

Trustees  may  elect  officers,  268 

To  have  a  common  seal  which  they 

may  change,  etc.,   269 

May  sue  and  be  sued 269 

Constitution  of  corporation 269 

Baection  of  members,   269 

Term  of  present  trustees  and  elec- 
tion of  successors 270 

Trustees  may  be  re-elected,  270 

Annual  election  of  trustees,  when  to 

be  held 270 

Pastor  entitled  to  vote 270 

Who  may  be  elected  trustees,   270 

Elections  to  fill  vacancies  in  trustees,  270 
Trustees  to  receive  and  be  accountable 

for  ell  deeds,  papers,  moneys,  etc.,  271 
Auditors  Gt  trustees'   accounts,    etc., 

to   be   chosen   at   annual  meetings,  271 
Trustees    to    indemnify   congregation 

for  any  loss  through  neglect,  etc.,  271 
Penalty  for  trustees  refusing  to  ac- 
count,  etc.,    271 

Real   estate,    etc.,   not  to  exceed  the 

clear  yearly  value  of  600£ 271 

Act  confirming  and  amending  the 
chpjrter  of  the  German  Reformed 
Congregation,    in    the    Borough    of 

Lancaster 272 

Corporation  confirmed  under  the 
name  of  The  Minister,  Trustees, 
Elders  and  Deacons  of  the  German 
Reformed  Congregratlon  in  the  Bor- 
ough of  Lancaster,  etc.,  and  all 
rights,   etc.   granted  under  charter 

vested  in  it 272 

So  much  of  the  charter  not  altered  or 
repealed  by  this  act  or  repugnant 
to  the  State  laws,  to  continue  valid,  273 
Part  of  charter  requiring  that  by- 
laws, etc.,  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
laws  of  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania or  of  Great  Britain,  repealed,  273 
Minister  and  deacons  confirmed  and 
appointed  members  of  the  corpora- 
tion,   278 


CHURCHES— Continued. 

Constitution  of  corporation,  278 

T^rms  of  members,   278 

Annual  election  of  members, 274 

Members  may  be  re-elected,   274 

Provisions  in  case  Sections  are  not 

held  at  appointed  time,  274 

Special  elections 27S 

Presbyterian    Congregation    of    Ben- 

salem,  Bucks  County,  inoorporajted,  ST6 
Biay  purchase  ejid  hold  lands,  etc,  ..  ST6 
Rents,  profits,  etc.,  to  be  used  to  sup- 
port church,  etc. XT! 

Property  may  be  aliened  or  encum- 
bered for  said  purposes  only, X77 

Meetings  of  trustees 277 

Trustees  to  elect  officers 277 

Empowered  to  make  by-laws  not  re- 
pugnant to  State  laws 278 

To  have  a  common  seal,  278 

Record  of  proceedings  to  be  kept 278 

May  sue  and  be  sued 278 

Constitution  of  corporation,  278 

Election  of   members 278 

Minister  entiUed  to  vote,   278 

Term  of  present  trustees 279 

Annual  election  of  trustees 279 

Trustees  may  be  re-elected 279 

Special  elections,   *W 

Real   estate  not  to  exceed  the  clear 

yearly  value  of  500£,    *79 

Presbyterian  Churcfh  of  Silver  Spring, 

Cumberland  County,  incorporated,.  3XS 
To  hold  real  and  personal  property,  ..  825 

Appropriations  of  Revenue 826 

Power  to  alienate  real  and  personal 

estate,    ^^ 

To  make  by-laws S*7 

Officers  of  corporation 828 

To  have  common  seal,   828 

To  sue  and  be  sued M 

Number    of    trustees    and   qualifica- 
tions of  electors S28-9 

Lamitatlon  of  income.   530 

German  Lutheran  Church  of  Lancas- 
ter,  incorporated *•• 

Powers  of  the  corporation 861-2 

No  misnomer  shall  defeat  any  gift,..  362 

Rents  how  to  be  applied,  868 

Officers  of  the  corporation,   864 
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OHURCHB8— Continued. 

Seven  Day  BaptlsU  of  Bast  Nantmel 
Township,  Chester  County,  In- 
corporated  889 

Powers  of  the  corporation 86^270 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Leacock 
Township,  Lancaster  County,  in- 
corporated,      883 

Powers  of  trustees,    884 

How  rent  shall  be  applied,    884 

Powers,  etc.,  of  a  former  act  extend- 
ed and  applied  to 384 

Trinity  Bplscopal  Church  of  Oxford 
Township  in  Philadelphia  County, 
All  Saints'  Church  of  Lower  Dub- 
lin Township,  Philadelphia  County, 
and  Saint  Thomas  Church  of  White- 
marsh       Township,        Montgomery 

County,  incorporated,  385 

Powers  of  trustees,   886 

How  rent  shall  be  applied,   387 

Power  of  aliening  vested  in  trustees,  387 

To  have  common  seal,   388 

To  sue  and  be  sued,  888 

Number  of  vestry  appointed 889 

Limitation  of  annual  income,   890 

Londonderry  Townehlp,  Daupbin 
County,  Presbyterian  Church,  in- 
corporated,     ,..  448> 

Trustees,     443 

Powers  of  corporation 443-448 

Tinicum  Township,  Bucks  County, 
Presbyterian  Church,  incorporated,    448 

Trustees  appointed 449 

Powers  of  corporation .   449-454 

New    London    Presbyterian    Church, 

incorporated 455 

Trustees  appointed 455 

Powers  of  corporation,   455-460 

Trustees  empowered  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  certain  real  estate  of  Second 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  Philadel- 
phia  461 

Such  sale  not  to  be  concluded  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  majority  of 

the  members,  461-462 

Lower  Dublin  Township  Baptist 
Church,  of  Philadelphia,  incorpor- 
ated  466 

Powers  of  corporation 466  to  471 

German   Lutheran    Church   of   Read- 
ing, Bucks  County,  incorporated,  ..  490 
Powers  of  corporation,  490 


Pac«. 

CHUBCHI?S— ConUnued. 

Charter  of  United  Swedish  Lutheran 
Churches  of  Wicacoa,  Kingsessing 
and  Upper  Merion,  called  Oloria 
Dei,  St.  James  and  Christ  Church, 
confirmed  and  amended,  496 

In  layin9  out  town  opposite  Fort  Pitt 
on  public  lands,  lots  to  be  reserved 
for  houses  of  public  worship 601 

Upper  Presbyterian  Church  of  Marsh 
Creek  in  York  County,  incorporated,  602 

Trustees    appointed 603 

York  Town  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church,  incorporated,  518-619 

German  Reformed  Congregation  of 
Frankford,  incorporated, 666 

Trustees  appointed,    667 

Act  authorizing  lot  in  Northern  Lib- 
erties devised  by  Dr.  John  Kears- 
ley  to  Christ  Church  and  St.  Peter's 
Episcopal  Church,  Philadelphia,  for 
charitable  purposes,  to  be  sold  in 
compliance  with  his  will,  his  ex- 
ecutors having  died,  689 

Pittsburg  Presbyterian  Church,  incor^ 
porated 691 

Trustees  appointed 691 

CITIZENSHIP.    See  Lands  (Public). 

Act  for  securing  the  allegiance  of  cer- 
tain inhabitants  of  the  State  and 
admitting  them  to  citizenship 178 

Persons  who  neglect  to  comply  with 
former  laws,  upon  taking  oath  of, 
before  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  be 
admitted  to  full  citizenship 179 

Form  of  oath 179 

Act  not  to  extend  to  persons  attain- 
ted of  'high  treason  or  have  aided, 
etc..  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States 180 

Justice  of  the  peace  administering 
oath  to  give  certificate  to  person 
taking  the  same,  180 

Form  of  certificate,    180 

Record  of  oaths,  etc,  to  be  kept  by 
justices  of  the  peace,  180 

List  of  names,  etc.,  of  persons  taking 
oath  to  be  transmitted  each  year 
to  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  the 
county  of  the  justice  of  the  peace.  181 

Fees  of  justices  of  the  peace  for 
issuing  certificate,   181 
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CITIZENSHIP— Continued. 

Recorder  of  deeds  of  several  counties 
to  record  lists  in  books  kept  for  pur- 
pose,       181 

Fees  of  recorder  and  how  to  be  paid,  181 

Oath  of  alle^ance  chanflred 474 

Persons  who  had  neglected  pr  refused 
to  take  prior  oath  of,  entitled  to 
rights    of    citizenship    upon    taking 

new  prescribed  oath  of,  47S 

Justices  of  the  Peace  administering 
oath  of,  to«  grant  certificates,  keep 
registers  and  transmit  the  same  to 

Recorder   of    Deeds 475 

Recorder  of  Deeds  to  record  the  same,  475 

CITY.    See  Philadelphia. 
CITY  COMMISSIONERS.    See  County  Com- 
missioners. 
CLiBRK  OP  TKB  MARKET.    See  Market. 
CLiERKS  OF  COURTS.    See  Bucks  County. 

COCK  FIGHTING. 

Punishment  for 817 

COLiLECTOR  OF  TAXES.    See  Taxes. 

COLLiECTOR  OF  THE  PORT  OP  PHILA- 

DEO^PHIA.    See  Philadelphia,  P^rt  of. 
COLiLEGE^S   AND   SCHOOLS.    See   Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania, 
Act  fk>r  the  relief  and  endowment  of 

Dickinson  College,   CarUsle 221 

Sum  appropriated  for  its  use,   222 

President  or  vice-president  of  the  su- 
preme executive  council  authorised 
to  draw  on  state  treasurer  for  said 


sum. 


222 


Ten  thousand  acres  of  unappropriated 
state   lands,    etc.,   granted    to    the 

trustees  of  Dickinsoo  College,  222 

Surveys  and  patents,  how  to  be  made 

and  Issued,  228 

Costs  to  be  paid  by  state,   225 

Supreme  executive  council  authorised 
to  draw  on  state  treasurer  to  pay 

the  same,  2^5 

Pittsburg  Academy  incorporated,  ....  867 

Corporate  powers  declared,   868 

To  have  common  seal,    869 

Number  of  trustees  and  number  re- 
quired to  be  a  quorum,  869 

Franklin     College     (Ltfuicaster     Bor- 
ough) incorporated,  891 


Paccw 
COLLEGES  AND  SCHOOLS^-ConUnued. 

Powers  of  trustees 892-8 

Limitation  of  yearly  Income,  898 

To  have  common  seal,  393 

Annual  meeting  of  trustees,  where  to 

be  held 893 

Nine  trustees  to  be  quorum 394 

To  appoint  their  own  officers,   394 

Instructors  not  to  be  trustees,  394 

Powers  of  the  faculty 396 

Proportions   of   trustees,    how    to   be 

chosen 396 

Principal,  how  to  be  chosen 398 

Seat  of  a  clergyman  if  vacant  to  be 

filled  with  another  clergyman,  398 

Power  of  trustees  in  reference  to  ap- 
pointment of  college  ofllcers,  398 

One-fifth  part  of  capital  fund  ap- 
propriated to  a  charity  school 898 

Misnomer  not   to  cause   a   forfeiture 

of  any  gift,  etc.,   89$ 

Constitution  not  alterable,  but  by  the 

legislature 397 

Endowed  with  land 397 

Certain  duties  of  Secretary  and  Sur- 
veyor-general of  Land  Office 391 

Academy  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia incorporated  and  endowed , .  .479-430 

Trustees  appointed 480 

Pittsburg  Academy  incorporated  and 

endowed 489 

Five  thousand  acres  unappropriated 
public  lands  granted  as  endow- 
ment for  Pittsburg  Academy 489 

Duties  of  surveyor-general  and  depu- 
ties as  to  lands  granted  to  Pitts- 
burg Academy,  <•• 

Supreme  Executive  Council  to  pay 
charges  of  surveying  land  granted  to 

Pittsburg  Academy 490 

"Washington  Academy  in  the  county 
of  Washington,  Incorporated,  ...527,  588 

COMMISSIONERS.    See     County     Com- 
missione'rs. 
Duties  of  County  Commissioners  re- 
garding taxes 208-9 

COMMISSIONERS  AND  TRUSTEES  OF 
MONTGOMERY  COUNTY.    See  Mont- 
gomery County. 
COMMISSIONERS    IN    BANKRUPTCY. 
See  Bankruptcy. 


Index. 
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Page. 
•COMMISSIONERS  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

See  Philadelphia. 

COMMISSIONERS  TO  LAY  OUT  STATE 
HIGHWAYS.    See  Highways. 

COMMON  PLEAS  COURTS.    See  Courts. 

COMMONS. 

In  laying:  out  town  opposite  Fort  Pitt, 
land  to  be  reserved  for  common  pas- 
ture  601 

Regulations  protecting  commons  in 
York  Borough,   553,  554 

COMMONWEALTH,  GREAT  SEAL  OF. 
See  Seal. 

COMPTROLLER-GENERAL. 

To  adjust  the  depreciation  of  pay  of 
officers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  con- 
tinued in  the  United  States  service, 
and  to  issue  certificates  therefor,...  109 

To  issue  depreciation  certificates  to 
ofllcers  of  the  State  navy  who  were 
made  prisoners  of  war  prior  to  the 
derangement  of  1778  and  after- 
wards honorably  discharged 193 

And  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
such  ofllcers  who  died  during  cap- 
tivity   194 

To  report  tax  returns  received  from 
county  commissioners 210 

And  state  of  taxes  paid  and  delin- 
quent  210 

And  to  print  and  distribute  annually 
list  of  paid  and  delinquent  taxes  ..  210 

Not  to  call  on  county  commissioners 
respecting  certain  acts  unless  speci- 
ally authorized,   211 

Authorized  to  pay  arrearage  and  an 
additional  year's  Interest  on  certain 
depreciation  certificates,    211 

Required  to  transmit  to  the  president 
or  vice-president  in  council  lists  of 
claimed  and  unclaimed  depreciation 
certificates  together  with  the  un- 
claimed certificates,   214 

Public  officers  whose  accounts  were 
settled  by,  prior  to  previous  act,  to 
have  trial  by  Jury 241 

CONEMAUGH  RIVER.    See  Waters  and 
Water  Courses. 

CONESTOGA  CREEK.    See  Brtdges. 

39— XII. 


CONFISCATED  ESTATES.  See  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania. 

CONGRESS. 

Wages  of  members 89 

Mileage  of  members,   90 

How  to  "be  paid  90 

CONNECTICUT        CLAIMANTS.  See 

Northampton  County;  Lands  (Public.) 

CONSTITUTIONAL  LAW. 

Deputies  appointed  to  meet  in  Federal 
convention  of  deputies  of  respective 
states  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,   ..  352 

In  case  of  death  or  resignation  of  any 
deputy.  Supreme  Executive  Council 
to  appoint,    352 

Benjamin  Franklin  appointed  an  ad- 
ditional member  to  the  convention 
to  be  holden  in  May  1787 423 

CONSTITUTION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
See  I^ancaster  Borough. 

CONTINENTAL  CERTIFICATES.  See 
Debts  (Public.) 

CORN.    See  Imposts. 

CORONER. 

Duties  of,  in  connection  with  escheat 
proceedings ...557,  558 

CORPORATIONS.  See  Churches;  Lan- 
caster Borough. 

German  Luthern  Congregation  of 
German  town  Township,  County  of 
Philadelphia,  incorporated 6 

Mutual  Assurance  Company  for  in- 
suring houses  from  loss  by  fire,  in- 
corporated  161 

Episcopal  Church  of  Bangor.  Car- 
narvan  Township,  Lancaster  Coun- 
ty, incorporated 16S 

The  Trustees  of  the  Episcopal  Con- 
gregation of  St.  Peter's  Church  in 
the  Great  Valley,  Tredyfferin  Town- 
ship, Chester  County,  incorporated,  182 

The  Church  Wardens  and  Vestrymen 
of  St.  Thomas'  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Chapel  in  Camarvan  Township, 
Berks  County,  Incorporated 188 

German  Reformed  Church  of  Reading, 
Incorporated 288 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Carlisle, 
Cumberland  County,  incorporated,..  244 
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CORPORATIONS— ConUnued. 

The  Presbyterian  Congrregation  of 
Brandy  wine.  Wec^nantmel  Town- 
ship, Chester  County,  incorporated,  250 

Baptist  Church  in  Ne^  Britain  Town- 
ship,   Bucks   County,    incorporated,  253 

The  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Donegal  Township,  Lan- 
caster County,  incorporated 266 

Charter  of  the  German  Reformed  Con- 
gregation in  the  Borough  of  Lancas- 
ter, etc.,  confirmed  and  amended,..  272 

The  Presbyterian  Congregation  In 
Bensalem,  Bucks  County,  incorpo- 
rated   276 

Pittsburg  Academy  incorporated,   ....  357 

German  Lutheran  Church  of  Lancas- 
ter incorporated.   360 

Seven  Day  Baptists  of  East  Nantmel 
Township.  Chester  County,  incor- 
porated,    369 

Presbyterian  Church  of  Leacock 
Township  Lancaster  County,  incor- 
porated.      383 

Trinity  Episcopal  Church  of  Oxford 
township,  in  Philadelphia  County, 
incorporated 385 

Franklin  College  (Lancaster  Borough) 
incorporated 891 

Subscribers  to  Bank  of  North  Amer- 
ica incorjwrated  for  fourteen  years,  413 

Londonderry  Township  Presbyterian 
Church  incorporated,   443 

Tinicum  Township  Presbyterian 
Church  incorporated,   448 

New  London  Presbyterian  Church  in- 
corporated   455 

Trustees  emi>owered  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  certain  real  estate  of  Second 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Philadel- 
phia   461 

Such  sale  not  to  be  concluded  without 
the  consent  of  the  majority  of  the 
members 461,  462 

Union  Library  Company  of  Hatboro 
in  Manor  df  Moreland,  incorporated,  462 

Lower  Dublin  Township  Baptist 
Church  of  Philadelphia,  incor- 
porated,    466 

Power  J  of  corporation 466  to  471 


CORPORATIONS— ConUnued. 

Academy  of  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia incorporated  and  en- 
dowed .    479-480 

Trustees  appointed 480 

Pittsburg  Academy  incorporated  and 
endowed 489 

German  Lutheran  Church  of  Reading, 
Bucks  County,  incorporated,   490 

Powers  of  corporation,   490 

Charter  of  United  Swedish  Luthem 
Churches  of  Wicacoa,  Kingsessing 
and  Upper  Merion,  called  Gloria 
Dei,  St  James  and  Christ  Church, 
confirmed  and  amended, 496 

Upper  Presbyterian  Church  of  Marsh 
Creek  in  York  County,  incor- 
porated,   601 

York  Town  Protestant  Bpiscopal 
Church,  incorporated 518-519 

Washington  Academy  in  the  County 
of  Washington,  incorporated.  ...  627-528 

German  Reformed  Congregation  of 
Frankford,  incorporated 566 

Pittsburg  Presbyterian  Church,  incor- 
porated.   591 

CORRUPTION  OF  THE  BLOOD.     See  At- 
tainder. 

COSTS.    See  Bankruptcy;  Divorce. 

In  proceedings  to  supply  defects  or 
loss  of  deeds  to  be  taxed  by  Jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Court  and  paid 
by  petitioners 218 

COUNCIL*    See  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

COtlNTERFEITING. 

Of  the  common  seal,  bank  bills  and 
bank  notes  of  Bank  of  North  Amer- 
ica, act  for  preventing  and  punish- 
ing, repealed 57 

COUNTIES.      See    Huntingdon    County. 
Franklin  County;  Montgomery  County; 
Philadelphia  County. 
COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

Of  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
authorized  to  sell  gaol  and  work- 
house lot  and  account  for  proceeds,    55 

How  accounting  to  be  rendered,  56 

Of  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 
authorized  to  sub-divide  work-house 
lot  into  smaller  lots  and  sell  them,    5S 
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COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS— Continued. 

Of  Montgomery  County,  already  auth- 
orized to  erect  court-house  and 
prison  there,  hoje  to  account  for 
proceeds  of  sale  of  graol  and  work- 
house lot  In  Philadelphia  paid  to 
them,    .' 56 

To  have  made  out  complete  lists  of 
taxable  Inhabitants  actually  resid- 
ing within  their  counties  and  to 
authenticate  the  same 169-170 

To  transmit  to  state  treasurer  trans- 
script  of  assessors'  returns  of  un- 
settled lands 266 

To  proceed  to  collect  taxes  unpaid  two 
months  after  publication  of  trans- 
script  of  assessors'  returns  of  un- 
settled lands 265 

To  provide  clothing,  food,  etc.,  for 
prisoners  and  to  take  receipt  from 
sherlfts  or  keepers  therefor,   267 

Authorized  to  draw  on  county  treas- 
urer to  pay  expense  of  supporting 
prisoners,  etc 287 

May  apply  for  removal  of  prisoners  to 
another  county,   269 

To  draw  on  treasurer  of  county  from 
which  prisoner  Is  removed  to  pay 
expenses,    290 

COUNTY   TOWNS. 

To  be  allowed  two  Justices  of  the  peace 
when  the  president  or  vice-presi- 
dent In  council  think  proper 175 

COUNTY  TREASURERS. 

To  pay  expenses  of  making  out  com- 
plete lists  of  taxable  Inhabitants 
actually  residing  within  the  counties 

of  the  state,  169 

Duties  of,  regarding  taxes,  207-8 

Term  of  office  of,  210 

Not  to  be  removed  during  term  of 
office   unless   convicted   by   jury   of 

misbehavior  in  office,  210 

To  pay  wages  of  keepers  of  prison- 
ers  286 

To  pay  expense  of  keeping  prisoners 
renooved  from  his  county  to  another,  290 


COURT  HOUSES.     See  Chester  CountyT***" 
Chester  Borough;  Westmoreland  Coun- 
ty. 
To  be  erected  In  Luzerne  County, 803 

Powers  and  authorities  given  to  cer- 
tain trustees  to  purchase  land  and 
to  erect  thereon  court  house  and 
gaol,  superseded,    246 

Trustees  enjoined  and  required  to  ex- 
hibit account,  24$ 

Accoun/t  to  undergo  examina/tion  of 
Quarter  Sessions 245 

Auditor  to  draw  order  on  County 
treasurer  for  any  balance 346 

COURTS. 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  to  have 
jurisdiction  to  discharge  persons 
Imprisoned  for  debt 85 

Justices  of  Common  Pleas  Court  auth- 
orized to  take  affidavits  of  persons 
petitioning  for  divorce 95 

Justices  of  Supreme  Court  authorized 
to  take  affidavit  of  persons  petition- 
ing for  divorce, 95 

Supreme  Court  to  have  jurisdiction  in 
divorce  proceedings , 96 

Application  for  pensions  to  be  made 
tx)  Orphans'  Court 116 

Orphans'  Court  to  issue  certificates  to 
persons  entitled  to  pensions 117 

Orphans'  Court  to  revise  proceedings 
in  reference  to  pensions,  and  to  send 
copy  of  its  order  reducing  pension 
to  the  Comptroller-General,  117 

Appeal  to  lie  to  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  if  taken  within  six  days 
and  security  is  given,  from  judg- 
ment of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  case 
of  violation  of  laws  regulating  fish- 
ing in  the  Schuylkill  River 196 

Fines  and  forfeitures  to  be  recovered 
from  delinquent  County  Commis- 
sioners, etc.,  by  information  before 
6upreme  Court,  and  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  211 

Act  empowering  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  supply  defects  in 
the  titles  to  lands  occasioned  by  the 
loss  of  deeds  or  lUegibility  of  the 
as.    tU 
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COURTS— Continued.  ^'*** 

Persons  desiring  defects  supplied  to 
petition  Justices  of.  setting  forth 
circumstances 217 

Subpoena  to  Issue  to  Interested  per- 
sons within  the  state,  217 

Publication  in  Philadelphia  news- 
papers to  be  made  for  persons  with- 
out the  state 217 

Witnesses  to  be  examined  or  deposi- 
tions taken,  21X 

Order  to  be  made,  217 

Authenticated  record  under  hand  and 
seal  of  prothonotary  to  be  sufficient 
proof  of  facts  in  all  controversies 
over  the  lands,  217 

Costs  taxed  by  Justices  to  be  paid  by 
petitioners 218 

Duration  of  act,  218 

Jurisdiction  of  Supreme  Court  in  cer- 
tain criminal  cases 281 

Jurisdiction  of  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner and  General  Jail  Delivery  In 
certain  criminal  cases,  281 

Courts  of  justice  for  Westmoreland 
County  to  be  held  at  Greensburg, 
otherwise,  Newton 29S 

Powers  of  Justices  of  Supreme  Court 
within  the  county  of  Luzerne  de- 
fined  Z%Z 

Supreme  Court  to  be  held  in  Phila- 
delphia County  four  times  every 
year,    309 

Time  of  holding  court,  309 

Duration  of  terms 309 

Justices  to  have  original  Jurisdiction 
of  all  manner  of  suits,  etc 309 

Further  powers  of  Justices  defined,  ...  309 

Certain  salts  not  to  be  commenced  in 
said  court,   309 

Justices  to  make  court  rules,  309 

Certain  suits  not  to  be  removed  into 
Supreme  Court,    310 

Court  to  appoint  commissioners  of 
bail 310 

Prothonotary  to  be  a  commissioner  of 
bail 810 

Certain  writs  subject  to  state  tax,  ...  810 

President  of  said  Court  to  receive  a 
fee  to  be  charged  on  certain  writs,..  311 

Justices  of  Supreme  Court  required  to 
prosecute  certain  offenders 315 


Pact. 

COURTS— ConUnued. 

Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  to  examine 
accounts  of  trustees  purchasing  land 
for  Court  House  and  Jail 34C 

Plaintiff's  may,  as  formerly,  remove 
into  the  Supreme  Court,  causes 
which  could  not  be  originally 
brought  there 857 

Powers  of  the  Orphans'  Court  in  re- 
ference to  relief  of  soldiers,  officers 
and  seamen  transferred  to  Supreme 
Court 381 

Judge  of  Supreme  Court,  on  circoit, 
may  exercise  powers  heretofore 
vested  in  Orphans'  Courts  in  certain 
cases,    881 

Supreme  Court  empowered  to  revise 
proceedings,  and  make  new  orders.  881 

Order  made  by  justice  of  Supreme 
Court  to  be  certified  to  Comptrol- 
ler-General,   882 

Application  for  relief  to  be  made  with- 
in three  years,   388 

Quarter  Sessions  of  Bedford,  Fayette 
and  Westmoreland  Counties  em- 
powered to  lay  out  highway  from 
Potomac  River  to  Ohio  River 41A 

Crimes  not  amounting  to  felony  to 
be  cognizable  before  Judge  of  Ad- 
miralty and  two  Justices  of  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  Phlla> 
delphla  County 424 

Justices  of  the  Peace  in  Huntingdon 
County  (formerly  Bedford)  to  hold 
Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions 
Courts,   514 

Justices  of  Supreme  Court  to  have  like 
powers  and  jurisdiction  in  Hunt- 
ingdon County  (formerly  Bedford) 
as  in  other  counties,   517 

Appellate  jurisdiction  of  court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  in  matters  of  ex- 
cessive tolls  on  toll  bridge 528 

Escheator-general  to  return  requisi- 
tion to  prothonotary  of  Supreme 
Court B8 

Jurisdiction  of  Supreme  Court  in  es- 
cheat of  lands  upon  attainder, 5SS 

Salary  of  Judge  of  Admiralty  fixed,  ..  588 

Marshall  of  Admiralty  to  collect  and 
account  for  fees  and  costs  in  admir- 
alty causes,  686 
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COURTS — Continued. 

Judge  of  Common  Pleas  to  adm!nlster 

oaths  to  m;©a«urer  of  corn  and  salt,  110 

CRIMINAL    LAW.      See   Counterfeiting:; 
Elections;   Jury;    Northampton  County. 

Act  amending  the  penal  laws,  280 

When  act  to  be  effective 281 

Robbery,  burglary,  sodomy  or  bug- 
gery, penalty  for 281 

Ball,  persons  accused  of  said  crimes 
not  to  be  admitted  to,  excepting  on 
order    of    Judges    of    the    Supreme 

Court,   281 

Trial  of  persons  accused  of  said  crimes 
to  be  by  the  Supreme  Court  or  the 
Court    of    Oyer   and    Terminer   and 

General  Jail  Delivery,    281 

Premptory  challenges  allowed 281 

Attainder  not  to  work  corruption  of 
the  blood  nor  extend  to  dlslnher- 
slon  of  any  person  but  the  offend- 
er  281 

Horse  stealing,   penalty  for 281 

Larceny,   penalty 'for  , 282 

Act  for  the  trial  and  punishment  of 

larceny  under  five  shillings  repealed,  282 
Trial   for  larceny  under  twenty  shil- 
lings  282 

Petty  larceny,  penalty  for 282 

Bigamy,  accessory  after  the  fact  In 
any  felony,  receiving  stolen  goods 
knowing  them  to  be  such,  or  any 
other  offense  not  capital  for  which 
certain   punishments  were   Inflicted, 

penalty  for 283 

Robbery  or  larceny  of  obligations  or 
bonds,  bills  obligatory,  bills  of  ex- 
change, promissory  notes,  lottery 
tickets,   paper  bills  of  credit,  certl- 

cates  on  loan,   penalty  for 283 

Constrained  presumption  upon  con- 
cealed death  of  bastard  child  that  It 

was  murdered  modified 284 

Employment  of  offenders  sentenced  to. 

hard  labor 284 

Prisoners  to  be  fed,  housed  and  cloth- 
ed at  expense  of  county,  284 

Male  prisoners  to  have  their  heads 
and  beards  close  shaven  once  a 
week 284 


Page. 
CRIMINAL  LAW— Continued. 

Prisoners  to  wear  uniform  clothing 
and  to  bear  visible  marks  thereon 
showing  of  what  they  were  con- 
victed   284 

Prisoners  forbidden  to  receive  cloth- 
ing other  than  that  provided  by  the 
county,  arms,  money  or  other  prop- 
erty or  attendants,  285 

Forbidden  property  In  possession  of 
prisoners  to  be  delivered  by  keeper 
to  person  Informing 285 

Penalty  for  keeper  refusing  to  so  de- 
liver  286 

Keepers  to  be  appointed  by  sheriff,..  286 

Wapes  of  keepprf?  to  be  fixed  by  court 
and  paid  by  county  treasurer, 285 

Duties  of  keepers 285 

Prisoners  refusing  to  work,  etc.,  or 
Incorrigible  to  receive  additional 
punishments  prescribed ,  286 

Penalty  for  keepers  misbehaving  in 
office,    286 

Keepers  exempted  from  the  militia 
and  fines  and  duties  connected  there- 
with  286 

Penalty  for  prisoners  escaping,    etc.,  286 

Keepers  to  separate  old  offenders  from 
young,  and  male  from  female 286 

Sheriffs  or  keepers  to  furnish  to 
county  commissioners  every  three 
months  a  list  of  prisoners  in  their 
custody,  etc.,  286 

County  Commissioners  to  provide  and 
deliver  to  sheriffs  or  keepers,  food, 
clofhing,  etc.,  and  to  take  receipt 
therefor,    287 

Sheriffs  or  keepers  to  render  an  ac- 
count quarterly  of  work  done  by 
prisoners 287 

Commissioners  authorized  to  draw 
orders  on  county  treasurers  to  pay 
expenses  under  act,    287 

Certificates  of  good  behavior  to  t>e 
given  to  prisoners  entitled  to  and 
applying  therefor. 


288 


288 


And  to  be  recorded  in  court  proceed- 
ings ,    

Effect  of  certificate - ^* 

Profits  of  labor  of  prisoners,  how  to 
be  applied *^ 

When  act  to  become  effective 288 
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CRIMINAL  LAW— Continued. 

Offenders  convicted  before  act  be- 
comes effective  of  crimes  punishable 
by  death  under  former  laws,  to  re- 
ceive benefits  of  act  upon  appllca- 

Uon 288 

Duration  of  act  limited 289 

Sentences  to  remain  vali&  and  to  be 

executed  after  expiration  of  act.  ...  289 
Prisoners  of  one  county  upon  applica- 
tion  of  commissioners   may  be  re- 
moved to  jail  of  another,    289 

Commissioners  to  draw  on  treasurer 
of   county   from   which    prisoner   is 

removed  to  pay  expenses 290 

No  worldly   employment   or   business 

to  be  performed  on  Lord's  day,   ...  S14 
Nor  any   unlawful   sames   practiced, 
hunting:,    shooting,    sport  or   diver- 
sion whatsoever,   814 

Penalty 814 

Dressing  of  victuals  not  prohibited,  ..  S14 
Or   waterman    from    landing    passen- 
gers,     314 

Or  stage  coaches  from  carrying  pas- 
sengers under  certain  conditions,  ...  S14 
Or  delivery  of  milk  or  other  neces- 
saries of    life    before    nine    o'clock 

A.  M.,  or  after  5  o'clock.  P.  M., 314 

Swearing  and  cursing,  how  punished,  315 

Drunkenness,  how  punished 315 

Justices  of  Supreme  Court,  every  Jus- 
tice of  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and 
of  the  Peace,  every  burgess,  requir- 
ed to  prosecute  all  offenders  of  this 

act 315 

Their  power  for  that  purpose 316 

If  fine  is  not  paid,  the  offender  to  be 

committed 316 

Form  of  conviction 316 

Limitation  of  time  for  prosecution,..  316 
Punishment   for  cock  fighting,    bullet 

playing  or  horse  racing,  317 

Penalty  on  tavern-keepers  who  en- 
courage gaming,  etc.,  or  supply  the 
parties  with  liquor,  or  permit  gram- 

ing  in  their  houses,   317 

Penalty  for  keeping  a  billiard  table, 
E.  O.  table,  or  other  device  for  the 
purpose  of  gaming  for  money  in  any 
tavern,   318 


P««e. 

CRIMINAL  LAW— ConUnued. 

Justices  to  inquire  whether  any  such 
are  kept,  upon  application  for 
license US 

If  any  are  kei>t  license  issued  to  be 
void n* 

Money  lost  at  play  not  to  be  recover- 
ed, and  all  securities  given  for  it 
shall  be  void,   US 

Money  paid  for  a  loss  at  play  may  be 
recovered  back  by  the  loser  within 
ten  days US 

Penalty  for  challenging  and  caxryinff 
challenges,  820 

Penalty  for  exhibiting  plays  or  ael- 
Ung  Uckets  for  that  purpose.   820-1 

The  number  of  taverns  to  be  limited. .  321 

Appropriation  of  the  fines  and  for- 
feitures  sa-* 

Limitation  for  time  of  prosecution...  228 

Repeal  of  former  act 822 

Any  oflacer  of  the  Bank  of  North 
America  secreting,  eml)e»xling  or 
running  away  wiUi  bank  bills,  etc, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony.  .  416 
Crimes  not  amounting  to  felony  to  l>e 
cognizable  before  Judge  of  Admir- 
alty and  two  Justices  of  the  Court  of 
Quarter     Sessions    of    Philadelphia 

County,    *** 

Crimes  under  degree  of  felony  and 
within  Admhralty  JuriadlcUon,  how 
to  be  tried **» 

CRIMINAL     PROCEDURE.      See     Criminal 
Law. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTT.    See  Highways. 

To  have  a  fifth  election  district. 2^ 

Entitled  to  four  representatives 836 

CUSTOMS  DUnE:S.    See  Imposts. 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

Fourth  election  district  voting   place 

in,   changed 296 

Part  of  first  election   district   in.    to 

change  voting  place.   896 

Entitled  to  three  representatives , 837 

DEATH  (PRE^SUMPTION  OF).    See  Divorce. 
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Page. 
DEBT.    ACTION   OF. 

Sums  due  managers  of  lotteries  to  be 
recovered  by,    93 

Penalty  for  building  steamboat  in 
violation  of  patent  right  granted  to 
John  Fitch  to  be  recovered  by,  422 

DEBT,    IMPRISONMENT  FOR.    See  Bank- 
ruptcy. 

DEBTS.    See  Bankruptcy. 

DEBTS.  (PUBLIC.)    See  ImpoePts. 

Act  for  the  further  relief  of  public 
creditors,  etc.,  and  for  paying  the 
interest  on  debts  of  the  state,  etc.,..  158 

New  loan  certificates  to  issued  by  the 
state  treasurer  to  public  creditors,  ..  159 

Certificates  to  be  signed  by  state 
treasurer  and  delivered  to  comptrol- 
ler-general  169 

Form  of  certificates,   159 

Continental  certificates  to  be  received 
on  loan  and  the  new  certificates  to 
be  issued  in  lieu  thereof 159 

Limit  of  time  within  which  benefits 
of  act  may  be  taken,    159 

Date  of  new  certificates,   160 

Method  of  liquidating  where  several 
Continental  certificates  offered  differ 
in  dates  and  arrearages  of  interest,  160 

What  Continental  certificates  to  be 
received  on  loan 160 

Continental  certificates  to  be  authen- 
ticated and  transferred,  160 

Appreciation  of  Continental  certifi- 
cates dated  March  1,  1778,  or  there- 
after,   161 

Provisions  respecting  Continental  cer- 
tificates Issued  between  Sept.  1, 1777, 
and  March  1,   1778 161 

Interest  to  be  paid  on  new  certifi- 
cates by  state  treasurer  half  yearly, 
on  April  and  October  first 162 

Treasurer  to  take  receipts  and  ac- 
count for  such  payments 162 

F*irst  payment  to  be  of  one  whole 
year's  interest 162 

Record  to  be  kept  by  comptroller- 
general  of  all  certificates  issued,...  162 

Copy  of  record  and  original  Contin- 
ental certificates  to  be  submitted  to 
Supreme  Executive  Council  when 
requested,  162 
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DEBTS— Cont  in  ued. 

Continental  certificates  received  on 
loan  to  be  presented  for  payment  of 
interest,  168 

Proceedings  upon  payment  of  interest,  168 

New  loan  certificates  receivable  at  the 
land  office W8 

Interest  on  certain  previous  certifi- 
cates to  be  paid  half-yearly 163 

Interest  on  certain  other  certifi- 
cates to  be  paid  half-yearly IW 

Act  for  complying  with  Requisition  of 
Congress  for  services  and  paying  one 
year's  interest  on  foreign  and  domes- 
tic debts 189 

Act  for  furnishing  the  quota  of  this 
state  towards  paying  the  annual  in- 
terest of  the  debts  of  the  United 
States  partly  repealed Wl 

Repeal  not  to  effect  payments  already 
made,    ^^^ 

Federal  quota  how  to  be  paid 192 

State  treasurer  to  receive  acquittances 
for  such  payments,  W8 

Act  for  the  redemption  of  certain 
bills  of  credit 1^6 

State  treasurer  authorized  to  pay 
same, ^^'^ 

How  same  to  be  paid W 

Time  within  which  bills  may  be  pre- 
sented for  redemption IW 

State  treasurer  to  publish  each  month 
notice  of  time  limit W7 

Act  repealing  part  of  an  act  provid- 
ing for  raising  a  sum  by  taxation 
to  redeem  certain  bills  of  credit,..  199 

Interest  bearing  certificates  to  be  is- 
sued by  the  Wardens  of  Philadelphia 
to  those  who  lend  money  for  the 
extension  of  the  market  house  in 
High  Street,  westward  from  Third 
Street ^06 

Comptroller  to  receive  on  loan  all 
certificates  granted  for  money 
loaned  in  the  Continental  Loan 
offices  of  New  Jersey  and  Delaware 
by  citiiens  of  Pennsylvania 427 

New  loan  certificates  to  Issue  therefor,  427 

Proof  to  be  made  by  the  party  claim- 
ing the  benefit  of  this  act 427 
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DEBTS— Continued. 

Act  for  facilitating  the  redemption  of 
the  bills  of  credit  emitted  in  the  year 
1781,  and  for  redeeming  part  of  the 
funded  debt  of  the  state 428 

Time  limit  for  patenting  lands  ex- 
tended,     429 

Mode  of  paying  for  lands 430 

State  treasurer  to  pay  John  Penn,  the 
younger,  and  John  Penn  the  respec- 
tives  balances  due  on  certain  war- 
rants,      434 

Executive  council  to  issue  warrants 
for  further  payments,   434-6 

To  be  paid  out  of  first  moneys  re- 
ceived  into   the  treasury 435 

DEEDS.    (See  also   Seal.) 

To    old    gaol    and    work-house   lot    in 
Philadelphia  to  be  executed  by  presi- 
dent or  vice-president  in  council,   ..    56 
DELAWARE.    See    Debt    (Public). 
DELAWARE    RIVER. 

Fishing  in  regulated,   218 

Certain  islands  in,  declared  to  belong 
to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,   305-6 

Certain  of  the  bed,  islands  and  dry 
land  declared  to  be  part  of  North- 
umberland County,   306 

Also  of  Bucks  County 807 

Also   of  Philadelphia   County 307 

Also  of  (Hiester  County,  307 

Whole  of  Hog  Island  declared  to  be 
part  of  Chester  County.   307 

All  writs  and  warrants  of  respective 
counties  and  of  the  Commonwealth 
y            shall  have  force  and  operation  with- 
in  the    river,    islands  and   dry  land 
aforesaid 308 

Justices  of  the  Peace  to  adjust  diffi- 
culty if  any  concerning  the  town- 
ships to  which  the  Islands  belong,..  308 

Commissioners  of  the  several  coun- 
ties   to    have    the    lines   ascertained 

and  fixed  by  lasting  marks,    308 

DEPRECIATION    CERTIFICATES.     See 
Acts  of  Assembly   (Private). 

Act  authorizing  comptroller-general  to 
adjust  the  depreciation  of  pay  of 
ofllcers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line 
continued  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  and  deranged  by  act 
of  Congress,  and  to  issue  certifi- 
cates therefor,    109 


DEPRECIATION  CERTIFICATES-Con- 
tinued. 

Certificates  and  interest  thereon  fund- 
ed and  made  payable,  same  as  those 
already  granted  to  other  oflBcers,      110 

Officers  who  have  received  year's  pay 
to  have  same  deducted.    110 

To  be  granted  by  comptroller-general 
to  officers  of  the  state  navy  who 
were  made  prisoners  of  war  prior  to 
the  derangement  in  1778  and  after- 
wards honorably  discharged IfS 

And  to  the  widows  or  children  of  such 
ofl!lcers   who   died   during  captivity,  154 

An  act  to  provide  for  payment  of  ar- 
rears  of   interest   on 211 

Comptroller-general  aii^horized  to  pay 
an  additional  year's  Interest  on  cer- 
tain  212 

Supreme  Executive  Council  authoris- 
ed to  draw  orders  for  payment 
thereof,    212 

Sum  arising  from  impost  duties  ap- 
prlated  for  the  purpose,  212 

Unclaimed  certificates  to  be  delivered 
only  to  those  persons  entitled  there- 
to, his  attorney  In  fact,  executor  or 
administrator,    213 

Certificates  unclaimed  after  a  certain 
date  to  be  escheats 214 

Comptroller-general  to  transmit  lists 
of  claimed  and  unclaimed  certifi- 
cates, together  with  the  unclaimed 
certificates  to  the  president  or  vice- 
president  In  council 214 

Unclaimed  certificates  to  be  so  In- 
dorsed as  to  render  them  useless,..  214 

DEPUTY  MEASURER.    See  Imposts. 

DEPUTY       SURVEYORS.       See     Lands 
(Public). 

DESERTION. 

Wilful  and  malicious,  and  absence  for 
four  years  without  reasonable  cause 
a   grround  for  divorce,    •* 

DICKINSON    COLLEGE.      See    Colleges 

and  Schools. 

DISCHARGE.    See   Bankruptcy. 
DISINHERITANCE.    See  Attainder. 
DISINHERSION.    See  Attainder. 
DISTRESS.    See  Bankruj»tcy. 


DIVORCE.  ^**** 

Act  regrulating,    94 

Impotence  a  ground  for 94 

Bigamy  a  ground  for,  94 

Adultery  a  ground  for,    94 

Wilful  and  malicious  desertion  and 
absence     for     four     years     without 

reasonable  cause  a  ground  for 94 

Procedure  in 94 

If  husband  or  wife  marry  again,  on 
rumor  of  the  death  of  the  other, 
who  has  been  absent  for  two  years, 
the  unmarried  party  may  have  the 
wife  or  husband  restored,  or  secure 
divorce,   if  action  brought  within  a 

year  after  return 96 

Action  to  be  instituted  by  libel 95 

Libel  to  be  presented  to  Justices  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  the  state,   95 

Action  to  be  commenced  at  least 
thirty  days  before  the  next  term,..    95 

Contents  of  libel 96 

Libel  to  be  sworn  to,   95 

Contents  of  affidavit,  95 

Subpoena  to  issue  under  signature  of 

a  judge,  95 

Service  of  subpoena,   96 

When  alias  subpoena  to  issue,   95 

Service  of  alias  subpoena,   95 

When  not  personally  served,  procla- 
mation to  be  made  by  sheriff  on 
three    market    days    at    the    court 

house,    95 

Notice  also  to  be  given  in  public  news- 
papers   for    four    successive    weoks 

prior  to  return  day 95 

Court  meanwhile  to  make  preparatory 

rules  and  orders,    95 

When  ex  parte  proceedings  to  be  had,    96 
Where     defendant     appears,      either 

party  may  demand  jury  trial,  96 

Where  ground  for,  is  adutlery  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  within  the 
state,  transcript  of  record  of  con- 
viction and  attainder  must  be  filed 
with  libel  and  admitted  as  evidence,  96 
Where  gruilty  party  has  fled  before 
conviction,  or  the  offense  was  com- 
mitted without  the  jurisdiction  the 
offense   may   be   put    in   issue    and 

tried,    96 

How  such  issue  to  be  tried,  96 
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DIVORCE— Continued. 

Proceedings  to  be  ex  parte  where 
either  party  refuses  to  appear,  ....    96 

Adultery  of  plaintiff  a  bar  to.  If 
ground  alleged  is  adultery 97 

Admitting  defendant,  after  knowing 
of  adultery,  to  conjugal  society,  bar 
to 97 

Husband  not  entitled  to,  if  he  allowed 
wife's  prostitutions,  received  hire  for 
them,  or  exposed  wife  to  lewd  com- 
4pany  whereby  she  became  ensnared 
to  the  crime,    97 

Sentence  of  the  court  and  the  effect 
thereof,    97 

Adulterer  not  to  Tniarry  corespondent 
during  life  of  former  husband  or 
wife 97 

Parties  may  marry  agraln 97 

But  adulterer  cannot  marry  party  to 
crime  during  life  of  former  husband 
or  wife 97 

Act  not  to  be  construed  so  as  to 
render  illegitimate  any  children  bom 
of  the  wife  during  the  marriage 97 

Women  divorced  on  the  ground  of 
adultery  and  co-hablting  with  the 
party  to  the  crime  incapable  of 
alienating  their  estates ,   97 

Only  citizens  of  the  state  who  have 
resided  therein  one  whole  year  prior 
to  filing  libel  entitled  to  a  divorce 
under  this  act 98 

Grounds  for,  from  bed  and  board,   ..    98 

Alimony  amount  of,  when  to  be 
allowed  and  how  long  to  continue,  .    98 

When  sentence  may  be  suspended  or 
annulled ^8 

When  sentence  may  be  revived 98 

Costs  by  whom  to  be  paid 98 

Appeal  to  high  court  of  errors  and 
appeals  may  be  had  upon  securing 
double  the  costs 99 

How  such  appeals  to  be  prosecuted.  ..    99 

DOCK  STREET. 

Rent  charge  on,  conflrmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 128 

DOMESTIC  DEBT.    See  Debts  (Public). 

DONEGAL  TOWNSHIP. 

Presbyterian  Church  in,  incorpor- 
ated  266 
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DRUNKENNESS.                                            ^^^' 
Punishment   for,    815 

DUELLING. 

Punishment  for  carrying  challensres,  820 

DUN'S   ISLAND. 

Declared   to   belong   to   the  State   of 
Pennsylvanlfl,    806 

DUTIES.    See  Imposts. 
EAST  CALN  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,   180 

EAST  MALBOROUGH  TOWNSHIP. 
Rent  charges  In    confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 129 

EASTON. 

Two  justices  of  the  peace  allowed 175 

EASTON  ISLAND. 

Declared    to    belong   to   the   State   of 
Pennsylvania 806 

EDUCATION.    See  Schools  (Public). 

ELECTIONS.    See  Bristol  Borough. 

Election    of    representatives    in    the 

legislature,  to  be  as  heretofore 26 

Election    districts    of    the    City    and 

County  of  Philadelphia 27 

Election  Districts  of  Bucks  County,  ..  27 

Of  Chester  County     27 

Of  Lancaster  County 28 

Of  Tork  County       '. 28 

Of  Cumberland  County 29 

Of  Berks  County     29 

Of  Northampton    29 

Of  Bedford  County 30 

Of  Northumberland  County 30 

Of  Wei  tm  Orel  and  County 81 

Of  Washington  County,   31 

Of  Fayette  County    31 

Of  Franklin  County 31 

Of  Montgomery  County,    81 

Of  Dauphin  County,   82 

Inspector   of,    when   and   how   to   be 

chosen 82 

Judges    of,     when    and    how    to    be 

chosen,   84 

As  to  choice  of  judges  and  inspectors 

for  the  year  1785 84 

Election   of  Judges  to  be   certified  to 

the  sheriff .r.,  84 

Sheriff    to    summon    them    with    ten 

days*  notice 84 
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ELECTIONS  —Continued. 

Penalty    for    neglect    or    refusal    to 

serve,    84 

How     to    supply    places     of    absent 

judges,   SS 

Acting  inspector  how  to  be  chosen,   ..    SS 

Penalty  for  not  attending 3S 

How   to  supply  places   of  absent  In- 
spectors,      8S 

Commissioners  to  furnish  the  Judges 

with  a  list  of  taxables 86 

By  whom  to  be  made  out  and  how 

paid  for,   86 

Copies  to  be  delivered  to  the  inspec- 
tors     26 

Penalty  on  Commissioners  neglecting 

or  refusing,  26 

Electors,  where  and  how  to  vote,  37 

Temporary   exception   as   to   Bedford 

county,    27 

Times  of  voting  at  the  election  limit- 
ed,        27 

Form  of  the  ballots,  ...; 28 

Manner  of  voting 28 

Penalty  for  opening  ballots  38 

Penalty   for   repeating,    28 

Judges  to  appoint  a  competent  num- 
ber of  clerks ^ 

Duty  of  clerks 58 

Manner  of  counting  ballots,   38 

Judges   to  declare  names   of  persons 

elected,  5* 

Incorrect  ballots  to  be  rejected 29 

Places  for  InppectorB  to  receive  votes,    39 
Names  of  the  district,  etc.,  to  be  fixed 

up  at  polling  places 29 

None  but  votes  of  qualified  persons  to 

be  received,     ^ 

Manner  of  receiving  votes,    40 

Conditions  on   which  minors  are  en- 
titled to  vote ^ 

No  person  to  be  admitted  to  vote  who 

has  not  complied  t^ I tb  lAw 41 

Citizens  from  other  states,  strangers, 
persons  who  have  not  ser^-ed  in  the 
line,  or  staff  not  to  be  allowed  to 
vote  without  taking  certain  tesU,..  41 
Exemption  as  to  inhabitants  of  the 
western  counties,  who  had  taken  an 

oath  of  allegiance  to  Virginia 42 

Persons  refusing  to  take  oath  not  to 
be  admitted  to  vote 42 
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ELECTIONS— CJantlnued.  ^**** 

Form   of   oath 42 

District   Judgee   to   make  out   certlfl- 

cate  of  election,  43 

Certificate  to  be  produced  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  judfires 43 

Judges  to  add  all  votea  togrether  and 

declare  the  election 43 

Judges  to  make  return  to  the  proper 

prothonotary 43 

Proceedings  thereon 43 

Mode  of  making  returns  where  there 

is  a  division  into  districts 44 

Proceedings  in  case  of  occasional  elec- 
tions,      44 

Judges  to  notify  the  persons  elected.    44 
Penalty  for  vging  undiie  infiuejice  to 
restrain  the  freedom   of  choice  at,    46 

Penalty  on  receiving  bribes  at 45 

Penalty    on    bribing    or    offering    to 

bribe,  45 

Executive  to  Judge  of  the  election  of 

aherlirs  and  coroners,   45 

Proceedings  thereon 45 

Penalty  on  perjury  or  subornation  of 

perjury  in  reference  to 43 

Penalty  on  forging  or  uttering  forged 

certificates  of 43 

Ballot  boxes;  how  to  be  provided  and 

kept,    43 

Ballots,  how  to  be  collected  and  pre- 
served,        43 

Penalty  on  defacing  or  altering  tallies 

or  tickets 47 

Quallflcfltlon  of  the  Judges,  47 

Form  ol  oath    47 

Qualification  of  inspectors,    47 

Form  of  oath,   47 

Qualification  of  the  clerks,   48 

Form  of  oath 43 

Clerks  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  officers 

of  the,  to  be  delivered  to  a  Justice,    48 
Penalty  on  oflScers  of  the.  who  shall 

committ  any  wilful  fraud 43 

Penalty  for  refusal  or  neglect  to  per- 
form their  duties,  43.9 

Fines  and  forfeitures,  how  to  be  re- 
covered,      49 

Limitation  of  suits  and  prosecutions 

pertaining   to 49 

Pay  of  the  officers  of  the,  49 

Repeal  of  special  election  laws,   ...    49-60 


ELECTIONS  -Continued.  ^**** 

General  repeal  of  election  laws  altered 

or  eupplled    60 

Costs,  charg^ee  and  allowances  of  sum- 
moning witnesses  In  caaee  of  undue 
elections  to  be  charged  upon  and 
borne  by  county  in  which  such  elec- 
tion was  held 61 

Such  costs  to  be  paid  by  the  county 
commissioners  upon  certificate  under 

seal,   61 

Proviso 61 

Part  of  Upper  Paxton  Township  on 
the  south  side  of  Peter's  Mountain 
to    hold    elections    at    same    place 

as  Lower  Paxton  Township 62 

Act  to  be  read  before  opening  every 

general  or  particular  election    62 

Of  Justices  of  the  peace  regulated,  ...  171 
To  fill  vacancy  In  office  of  Juctice  of 
the  Peace  In  South  Mulberry  Ward, 

PhUadelphla 220 

Act  of  13th  September,  1785  amended,  290 
General  or  special,  for  electing  repre- 
sentatives or  counsellor  shall  con- 
tinue without  Interruption  or  ad- 
journment until  qualified  electors 
shall  have  full  opportunity  to  vote,  291 
Judges,  the  number  and  how  appoint- 
ed  29« 

Only  one  Inspector  to  be  chosen  for 

each  township,  ward  or  district,   ...  292 
Northern  Liberties  shall  have  two  in- 
spectors,      292 

No  minister  of  the  Gospel,  mechanic, 
manufacturer  or  schoolmaster,  dis- 
qualified from  giving  tfheir  votes  on 
account    of    any    exemption    from 

taxes,    292 

Elections  in  Philadelphia  County  to  be 

held  in  three  districts,  29S 

Chester  County  divided  Into  four  dis- 
tricts  29S 

Returns  of,  in  Chester  County,  when 

to  be  made   '  294 

Lancaster  County,    divided   into   four 

districts 294 

Elections  for  the  Township  of  Para- 
dise,   York  County,    to   be   held   at 

court  house 294 

Cumberland  County  to  have  fifth  dis- 
trict  296 
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ELECTIONS— Continued. 

Second    district    in    Bedford    County 

changed,    296 

Bedford  County  to  have  sixth  distrtct,  296 
Northumberland  County  to  have  fifth 

district 296 

Westmoreland  County  to  have  a  fifth 

district 296 

Place    for    makingr    returns    in    said 

county  changred,  296 

Fourth  district  in  Dauphin  County  to 

ohangre  voting  place,    296 

Part    of     first     district    in     Dauphin 

county  to  change  voting  place 296 

Where    elections     shall    be    held    in 

Luzerne  county,    302 

Ofllcers  to  be  elected 302 

Certain  deputies  appointed  to  notify 
the   electors  to   assemble  and  elect 

certain  officers 340 

In  what  mode  election  shall  be  con- 
ducted  340 

Oath  or  affirmation  to  be  administered 

to  election  officers,   340-1 

DepuUes  shall  appoint  by  wi*ltlng  three 
fit  persons  to  preside  at  election  of 

Justices  of  the  Peace 341 

Deputies  empowered  to  administer 
oath  of  allegiance  and  to  give  a  cer- 
tificate,       342 

The  three  persons  presiding  at  elec- 
tions of  Justices  empowered  to  ad- 
minister oath  of  allegiance  and  give 

certificates 342 

Powers  of  deputies  may  be  exercised 

by  any  one  or  more  of  them,   342 

Certain  boundary  lines  changed 343 

Franklin  county  divided  into  election 

districts.    ^36 

Townships  of  Guildford,  Franklin, 
Hamilton,  Letterkenny,  Lurgen. 
and  South  Hampton,  Franklin 
County,     constituted     first    election 

district *37 

Chambersburg,  Franklin  county,  con- 
stituted polling  place  of  first  elec- 
tion district.    487 

Fannet    Township,    Franklin    county, 

constituted  second  election  district,  487 
House  of  Widow  Elliot,  Fannet  Town- 
ship,   constituted    polling    place    of 
second   election  district,    487 
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ELECTIONS— Continued. 

Antrim   and   Washington  Townships, 
Franklin   County,    constituted  third 

election  district 487 

House    of   George    Clark,    at    Green- 
castle,   made  polling  place  of  third 

election  district 487 

Peters   and     Montgomery   Townships. 
Franklin  county,  constituted  fourth 

election  district 487 

House   of   James   Crawford,    in    Mer- 
cersburg,    constituted   polling   place 

of  fourth  election  district 487 

Greenwood  and  Rye  Townships.  Cum- 
berland   County,    constituted    sixth 

election  district 488 

Mill  of  David  English,  Rye  Township, 
constituted    polling  place   of    sixth 

district *88 

Repeal  of  earlier  inconsistent  act.  ...  488 
House  of  David  Lowrey,  Tyrone 
Township,  Bedford  County,  made 
polling  place  of  sixth  election  dis- 
trict, in  place  of  house  of  Loaams 
Lowrey,  Frankstown  Township,  ...  488 
Act  allowing  compensation  to  Judges. 
Inspectors  and  Clerks  of  Elections, 

repealed *^ 

Washington  County   divided  into  six 

election  dlstrtcts,    510 

Boundaries    of     election    districts    in 

Washington  County 511 

Huntingdon    County,    (formerly   Bed- 
ford) divided  into  election  districts,  514 
Polling  places  In  Huntingdon  County 

(formerly  Bedford)  named 517 

Borough  of  York  declared  to  be  one 

district  for  general  elections 546 

Elections  In  Luxeme  County  to  be 
governed  by  the  same  rules  as  in 
other  counties 589 

EMBEZZLEMENT.     See  Criminal  Law; 
Officers  (Public). 

EMINENT  DOMAIN.    See  Roads. 

How  toll  bridge  franchise  to  be  re- 
purchased from  individual  owner,  .     525 

EPISCOPAL    ACADEMY.     See    Colleges 

and  Schools. 
EPISCOPAL  CHURCHES.    See  Churches. 
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ESCHEATS.    See  University  of  Pennayl- 

vania. 

Certain  deprecation  certificates  un- 
claimed after  a  certain  date  to  be 
escheats 214 

Act  to  regulate  and  declare  escheats,  556 

Personal  and  real  estate  of  persons 
%yingr  intestate  without  heirs  or 
known  kindred  to  escheat  to  Com- 
monwealth,      656 

No  escheat  of  real  estate  if  heirs  are 
brothers  or  sisters  of  half  blood,  or 
father  or  mother,  grandfather  or 
grrandmother,   556 

Supreme  Executive  Council  to  appoint 
escheator-general  of  commonwealth,  657 

Escheator-general  to  appoint  deputy 
escheators  in  each  county,  567 

Escheat  proceedings  and  special  es- 
cheat Jury  provided  for 657 

Escheator-general  to  return  requisi- 
tion to  prothonotary  of  Supreme 
Court 658 

Executions  in  escheat  proceedings 
regulated,   658 

Duties  of  sheriff  or  coroner  In  con- 
nection with  escheat  proceedings,    657-8 

Power  of  escheator-general  to  lease 
escheated  lands,    651 

Seven  year  limitation  of  claim  to  re- 
cover escheated  lands  after  inquisi- 
tion found,   559 

Resale  by  escheator-general  of  es- 
cheated lands  regulated,   600 

Limitation  of  right  of  heirs  to  re- 
cover escheated  lands  resold,  660 

Limitation  as  affecting  absent,  im- 
prisoned or  insane  persons  or  in>- 
fants  to  recover  escheated  lands  or 
goods 661 

Right  of  commonwealth  to  recover 
debts  due  owners  of  escheated 
property,    661 

Informers  to  have  one  third  of  selling 
price  of  escheated  personal  prop- 
erty,   562 

Informers  to  have  one  fifth  of  selling 
price  of  escheated  real  estate,   662 

Informers  in  escheat  proceedings  to 
furnish  refunding  bonds,    662 

Right  of  Commonwealth  where  ten- 
ant in  common  owns  escheated 
property,    6W 
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ESCHEATS— Continued. 

Escheator-general  to  furnish  ofllclal 
bond 668 

Compensation  of  escheator  regulated,  668 

Costs  In  escheat  proceedings  regu- 
lated  564 

Act  to  apply  to  lands  escheating 
before  the  late  revolution 564 

Brothers  and  sisters  of  half  blood, 
father,  mother,  grandfather  and 
grandmother  not  to  benefit  by  es- 
cheats happening  before  act  passed,  664 

Proviso,   564 

Procedure  in  escheat  of  lands  upon 
attainder,     566 

Jurisdiction  of  Supreme  Court  in  es- 
cheat of  lands  upon  attainder 566 

Limitation  in  escheat  of  lands  upon 
attainder,    566 

Informers  not  to  have  share  of  es- 
cheat upon  attainder  unless  reward 
offered ,     666 

Escheator-general     and     deputies     to 
have  free  access  to  public  records,.  666 
EVIDENCE.    See  Divorce. 

Acts  of  Assembly  to  be  given  in 86 

Constrained  presumption,  upon  con- 
cealed death  of  bona  id  chl.'l,   that 

It  was  murdered,  modified 284 

EXEXirUTIONS. 

In  escheat  proceedings  regulated 568 

Seven  year  limitation  of  claims  to 
recover  escheated  lands  after  in- 
quisition found 659 

EXECUTIVE    COUNCIL.     See    Supreme 

Executive  Council. 
EXEMPTION.    See  Poor  and  Poor  Laws. 
EX  PARTE  PROODEDINOS. 

When   they  may   'be   had   in  divorce 
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EXPLOSIVES. 

Penalty  for  keeping  greater  quantity 
of  gun  powder  than  30  pounds 
weight  within  certain  districts 417 

Captains  of  vessels  Importing  gun 
powder  into  the  Port  of  Philadel- 
phia, shall  give  notice  thereof,  and 
deliver  the  same  at  the  magazine,..  417 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 417 

Health  officer  to  give  Information 
thereof  to  captains,  etc.,  417 
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EXPLOSIVES— Continued. 

How  gun  powder  intended  for  expor- 
tation shall  be  shipped,  418 

Penalty  for  neglect,   418 

Penalty  for  unloading  from  any  cart 

before  boat  is  ready  to  receive  it,  ..  418 
Oun  powder  brought  by  land  into  the 
city  to  be  likewise  deposited  in  the 

magazine,    418 

How  to  be  conveyed  through  the  city 

and  adjacent  country,  418 

Penalty  for  neglect,  419 

Compensation   of   Superintendent   for 

storage  of  gun  powder,  419 

Superintendent  to   be   accountable   to 
owners  of  gun  powder  deiwsited  in 

magazine,    419 

Hours  of  attendance,   419 

Receipts  to  be  given  to  owners,  419 

Supreme  Executive  Council  empower- 
ed    to     remove     superintendent     or 

keeper  of  magazine 420 

Proceedings  in  such  cases,  420 

Penalty    for   superintendent's   neglect 

of  duty,   420 

Manner  of  recovery  of  fines,  etc.,  ...  421 
How  search  warrants  may  be  issued,  421 
Manner    of    seizure    of    gun    powder 

loaded  in  carriages 422 

Proceedings  in  case  of  suit  under  this 

act 422 

Superintendent  to  give  bond 422-3 

Certain  acts  repealed,    423 

Regulations  aftectlng  the  keeping  of 
gun  powder  in  York  Borough,   662 

EXPORTS.    See  Imposts. 

FAIRS. 
Burgess,  etc.,  of  York  Borough  to  hold 
two  markets  a  week  and  two  fairs 
in  each  year 636 

FANNBT       TOWNSHIP.       FRANKLIN 
COUNTY.    See  Elections. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY.    See  Highways. 

Entitled  to  two  representatives 837 

The  sale  for  payment  of  taxes  of  im- 
proved lands  lying  within,  belong- 
ing to  non-resident  owners,  pre- 
vented for  a  limited  time  and  a 
further  day  of  appeal  allowed,   ....  338 


FEDERAL    CONSTITUTION.    See    Con- 
Btiturtional  Law. 

FEES.    See    Citizenship;     Supreme    Ex- 
ecutive Council. 

Of  receiver-general  of  land  office, 685 

Of  secretary  of  land  office 685 

In  cases  of  disputed  elections  ^t 
justices  of  the  peace,  who  are  en- 
titled to  and  how  to  be  paid  and 
collected,    177 

FELONIES. 

Accessories  after  the  fact  in  any 
penalty  for,   283 

FENCES. 

Regulation  of  partition  fences  in 
York  Borough,   540 

FERRIES. 

Neshaminy  ferry  Bucks  County,  and 
bridge  vested  in  Charles  Bessonet, 
et  al.;   18 

Charles  Bessonet  and  Oershon  John- 
son authorized  to  build  said  bridge, 
wharves,  etc.,  and  authorised  to 
collect  toUs,   18,  19 

Bridge  to  be  capable  of  being  opened 
for  passage  of  vessels,  19 

Mode  of  compensating  said  parties  if 
the  legislature  should  hereafter 
make  a  bridge  free,   19 

Jacob  Bausman,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
authorized  to  establish  and  main- 
tain, on  Monongahela  opposite 
Pittsburg 67 

Legislative  grant  of  ferry  franchise 
over  Schuylkill  River,  near  Spring 
Mill,  Montgomery  County,  to  Peter 
LeGaux,   his  heirs  and  assigns,    . .  485 

Conditions  of  grant  and  reserved 
right  to  revoke,   485 

Franchise  not  to  authorise  landing 
boats  on  others  lands,  488 

FIFTH  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 

Title  to  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  136 

Certain  city  lots  on,  between  Walnut 
and  Spruce  Streets,  vested  in  trus- 
tees for  use  of  the  Free  Quakers  as 
a  burial  ground,   243 
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PINES    AND    PENALTIES.    See    Bank- 
ruptcy;   Criminal  Law;   Elections;   E«x- 
plosives;  Fishing;  Justices  of  the  Peace; 
Taxation. 
For  building  of  steamboats,   etc.,   In 
violation  of  patent  right  granted  to 

John  Fitch.  442 

How   recoverable,    442 

Various  fines  and  penalties  under  act 

incorporating  York  Borough,  ...532,  555 
Penalty     for     persons     elected     bur- 
gesses,   etc..    In   York   Borough   re- 
fusing or  neglecting  to  serve,  537 

Fine  not  to  exceed  £10,  537 

Penalty,   how  recoverable,    637 

Road  supervisors  to  be  liable  to  in- 
dictment and  fine  for  non-feas- 
ance in  office 579 

Penalty  agralnst  road  supervisors,  for 
neglect,   how  recoverable 580 

FIRIB  INSURANCE. 

Act  inocorporatlng  Mutual  Assur- 
ance  Coonpany  for  insuring  -houses 

froon  loss  by  fire,   151 

Who  shall  constitute  members 152 

Company  may  lend  money  on  securi- 
ties  152 

Securities  previously  held  in  trust 
may  be  sued  for  in  name  of  Com- 
pany,      152 

Matthew  Clarkson,  William  Craig, 
Benjamin  Wynkoop,  John  Phil- 
lips, John  Clement  Stocker,  Thomas 
Franklin,  Isaac  Jones.  John  HarH* 
son,  Joseph  Sims,  Philip  Waser. 
James  Cooper,  Presley  Blacklston 
and  John  Wharton  continued  as 
trustees  until  successors  are  chosen,  153 

Xmtiee  of  trustees 153,  156 

Meetings  of  members,  when  they  may 
be  held 154 

Powers  of  meetings 154 

By-laws  not  inconsistent  with  the 
laws  of  State  may  be  adopted,  154 

Election  of  trustees  and  treasurer  to 
be  held  at  annual  meeting 156 

Method  of  conducting  the  election,   ..  156 

George  Emlen  appointed  treasurer 
until  successor  is  chosen  at  annual 
meeting 156 

Duties  of  treasurer,   156 
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FIRE  INSURANCE^—Continued. 

Security  to  be  given  by  treasurer,  ...  156 

Securities  to  recorded,    156 

Trustees     to     indemnify     for     losses 

occasioned    by    security    not    being 

given,     156 

Meetings    of    trustees,     when    to    be 

held -w 156 

Vacancies    in    offices   of    trustee    and 

treasurer,  how  to  be  filled,   157 

Trustees  may  lend  money,  157 

Loans   first    to    be   approved    at    two 

meetings  of  the  board,   157 

Securities  to  be  approved  by  counsel,  157 
Trustees  to  be  saved  harmless  for  all 

lawful  acts  performed  in  pursuance 

of  their  duties 157 

FISH  AND  FISHING.    See  Shad;   Herr- 
ing.   Game  Laws. 
Contents  of  casks   for  packing  shad 
and  herring,   860 

FISHING  ISLAND. 

Declared   to   belong   to    the   State   of 
Pennsylvania 805 

FITCH,  JOHN. 

Granted  a  patent  for  14  years  to  ex- 
clusively  make,    etc.,    a  steamboat 

invented  by  him 441 

FOREIGN  DEBT.    See  Debts  (Public.) 
FORFEITED    ESTATES.     See    Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania. 
FORFEITURE.    See  Imposts. 
FORGERY.    See  Elections. 
FORT  STANWIX.    See  Lands  (Public). 

FOUR  RIFT  ISLAND. 

Declared   to   belong  to   the   State   of 

Pennsylvania,    806 

FOURTH  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 
Rent    charge    on,    confirmed    to    the 

University  of  Pennsylvania 126 

Title  to  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to  the 

University  of  Pennsylvania 186 

FRANCHISES.      See     Banks;     BHdges; 

Corporations;  Ferries. 
FRANKLIN,  BENJAMIN. 

Appointed  an  additional  member  to 
the  convention  of  May  1787,  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  the  Federal  Con- 
sUtutlon,    *» 
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FRANKLIN  COUNTY.    See  Counties. 

Entitled  to  two  representatives 337 

Divided  into  election  districts 486 

FRANKLIN    TOWNSHIP.     FRANKLIN 
COUNTY.    See  ElecUons. 

FRAUDS.    See  Fraudulent  Conveyance. 
Contents  of*  casks   for  packinsr  shad 
and  herrinsT*  3<0 

FRAUDULENT     CONVEYANCES.     See 
Bankruptcy. 
No  insolvent  debtor  to  be  remanded, 
on   a   weekly   allowance   except   for 
fraud,    355 

FREEHOLDERS     AND     HOUSEKEEP- 
ERS.   See  Bristol  Borough. 

FREE-MASON'S  LODGE. 

Trustees  authorized  to  sell  by  public 
auction  the  Free- Mason's  Lodge  and 
lot  of  ground,  etc.,  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia 22 

Trustees  authorized  to  give  deed  in 
fee  simple,    22 

Money  arising  from  the  sale,  how  to 
be  disposed  of,   23 

FREE  QUAKERS.    See  Quakers. 

FRONT  STREET,  PHILADELPHIA. 
Rent    charge    on,    confirmed    to    the 

University  of  Pennsylvania 121,  125 

Title  to  part  of  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed 

to  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  .  137 
Rent  charges,   etc.,   on,  confirmed  to 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  138,  139 
FUNDED  DEBT.    See  Debts  (Public). 

GAMBLING.    See  Lotteries. 

No  indemnity  allowed  to  bankrupt 
where  he  has  lost  money  by  gambl- 
ing  402 

GAME  LAWS. 

Supplement  to  act  regulating  fishing 

in  the  Schuylkill  River,   194 

Fishing  permitted  between  Mbnday 
morning     and     Sftturday     evenincr 

during  the  season,    195 

Season  for  fishing,  195 

Penalties  for  fishing  out  of  season,  ..  195 
Penalties  under  former  act  doubled,.  196 
Penalties,  how  to  be  applied 195 
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GAME  LAWS^-Continued. 

Persons  aggrieved  by  judgment  of 
justices  of  the  peace  tmder  this  act 
to  have  right  of  appeal  to  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  and  trial  by  jury 

upon  giving  security 19^ 

Appeal  to  be  taken  within  six  dairs,  .  196 

Parts  of  former  act  repealed 196 

Supplement  to  the  act  regulating  fish- 
ing   m    the    Rivers    Delaware    and 

Lehigh,   etc 218 

Parts  of  previous  act  repealed 219 

Fishing  with  "Seine  or  net  in  certain 
parts  of  said  rivers  at  certain  times 

prohibited,   219 

Penalty  for  violation  of  act 219 

Persons  aggrieved  by  judgment  of 
justices  have  right  of  appeal  al- 
lowed in  previous  act,  21> 

GAOLS.    See  Bankruptcy;  Jails;  Chester 
County;  Prisons. 

GENERAL    ASSEMBLY.     See    Legisla- 
ture. 

GENERAL  LAND  OFFICE.    See  Lands 
(Public). 

GERMAN    REFORMED    CHURCH.    See 
Churches. 

GERMANTOWN. 

Rent    charge    in,     confirmed    to    the 

University  of  Pennsylvania,   121- 

Title    to    land    in,    confirmed    to    the 

University  of  Pennsylvania 128 

Alterations  and  amendments  made  to 

an  incorporated  school  in,  formerly 

known  as  the  Union  School,  — 260,  264 

GERMANTOWN  ROAD. 

Rent  Charge  on,  confirmed  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  129- 

GERMAN     TOWNSHIP.     See    German- 
town. 

GOODWIN'S  TWO  ISLANDS. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,     

GRAY'S     FERRY     ROAD.     See    South- 
wark. 

GREAT  SEAL.    See  Seat 
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GREENWOOD  TOWNSHIP,    CUMBER- 

L.AND  COUNTY.    See  Elections. 

GROUND    RENTS.     See    University    of 
Pennsylvania. 

GUILFORD     TOWNSHIP,     FRANKLIN 
COUNTY.    See  Elections. 

GUN  POWDER.    See  Explosives. 

HAMBURG,  BERKS  COUNTY. 

200  £  appropriated  for  the  repalringr 
and  mending  of  the^  road  leadingr 
from  Hamburg  on  the  Schuylkill, 
Berks  County  to  the  Northumber- 
land County  line  by  Conrad  Minlck's 
saw  mill 477 

HAMILTON    TOWNSHIP,     FRANKLIN 
COUNTY.    See  Elections. 

HANDIE'S  BAR. 

Declared  lo  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,    30€ 

HANDIES  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,     80« 

HAKVEYS  LOWER  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 806 

HARVEY'S  UPPER  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,    SOS 

HATFIELD  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charges  In,  confirmed  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania 123,  124 

HEIDELBERG  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charges  in,  confirmed  to  the 
University    of    Pennsylvania,    127,    130, 

133,   134 

HIGH    CONSTABLE.     See    Bristol    Bor- 
ough. 

HIGH  STREET.    See  Markets. 

Rent  charges,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,   ...  138 

HIGHWAYS.    See  Roads. 

An  act  appropriating  money  and  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  a  highway 
from  the  western  parts  of  Cumber- 
land county  to  Pittsburg 106 

40— XII. 


Pac«. 
HIGHWAYS— Continued. 

President  or  vice-president  of  the 
Supreme  Elxecutlve  Council  to  ap- 
point three  freeholders  to  view,  sur- 
vey and  lay  out  a  State  highway 
from  Miller's  Springs,  Cumberland 
County  to  Pittsburg 106 

Said  freeholders  not  to  be  resMents  of 
Bedford,  Westmoreland,  Washing- 
ton and  Fayette  Counties 106 

Highway  to  be  sixty  feet  in  width 
except  In  the  town  of  Bedford,   ....  106 

Commissioners  to  perform  their  ser- 
vices as  directed  by  the  president  or 
vice-president  in  council,  106 

Commissioners  to  report  their  pro- 
ceedings,     106 

President  or  vice-president  In  council 
may  establish  the  proceedings  or 
appoint  three  other  commissioners 
to  review  the  highway  or  part 
thereof,    106 

Upon  report  of  last  mentioned  com- 
missioners president  or  vice-presi- 
dent to  finally  determine  course  of 
highway,    106 

When  established,  highway  to  be  a 
State  highway,  and  the  courses  and 
distances  recorded  In  the  council 
book .'.....  106 

Compensation  of  commissioners,   106 

Commissioners  to  be  allowed  assis- 
tants  106 

Sum  appropriated  for  laying  out  high- 
way,      106 

How  money  to  be  applied,  107 

How  money  to  be  paid  out  and  ac- 
counted for 107 

Supplement  to  act  for  raising  $42,000 
for  Improving  public  roads,  etc., 
and  the  navigation  of  the  9ohuyl- 
klll  River.    160 

An  act  authorizing  the  appointment 
of  commissioners  to  view  and  open 
a  road  from  the  Lehigh  Water  Gap, 
Northampton  County,  to  Wyoming, 
Northumberland  X!ounty.   etc..   201 

President  or  vice-president  of  the  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  to  appoint 
one  commissioner  to  view,  survey 
and  lay  out  said  road 201 

Width  of  road  to  be  sixty  feet,   20S 
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Commissioners  to  perform  senrices 
under  direction  of  president  or  vice- 
president  in  council,    202 

Commissioner  to   report   proceedings,  202 

President  or  vice-president  in  council 
may  establish  the  proceedings  or  ap- 
point other  commissioners  to  re- 
view the  highway  or  part  thereof. . .  202 

Upon  repopt  of  last  mentioned  com- 
missioners, president  or  vice-  presi- 
dent to  finally  determine  course  of 
highway 202 

When  established,  highway  to  be  a 
State  highway  and  the  courses  and 
distances  recorded  in  the  council 
books,   202 

Compensation  of  commissioners,   202 

Commissioners  to  be  allowed  assis- 
tants  .202 

Sum  appropriated  for  expenses  of  lay- 
ing out  highway,   202 

President  or  vice-president  in  council 
authorized  to  draw  on  State  Treas- 
ury for  sum,  and  to  cause  highway 
to  be  opened  and  made  by  contract 
or  otherwise 203 

Highway  from  Potomac  River  to 
Ohio  River  directed  to  be  laid  out,..  409 

Quarter  Sessions  of  Bedford,  Fayette 
and  Westmoreland  Counties  em- 
powered to  lay  out  said  highway,   .  410 

Breadth  fixed  at  eighty  feet  to  be 
laid  out  and  kept  in  repair  at  the 
cost  of  the  States  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland 411 

To  be  free  and  open  to  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  said  States 411 

Agents  of  said  States  to  apply  for 
privilege  of  laying  out  the  said  high- 
way within  three  years 411 

Proviso  In  case  of  neglect  of  said 
States  to  keep  highway  In  repair,..  411 

Goods  Introduced  into  this  State  by 
and  along  said  highway  subject  to 
no  greater  impost  than  goods  Intro- 
duced otherwise,   411 

Conditllons  upon  which  the  advan- 
tages given  to  States  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  shall  continue,   411-12 

Buildings  encroaching  on  highways 
in  York  Borough  not  to  be  deemed 
nuisances,    538 
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New  buildings  not  to  be  erected  in 
York  Borough  which  encroach  on 
highways S38 

Such  buildings  nuisances,   538 

Election  of  highway  supervisors  In 
York  Borough  regulated 541 

Regulations  in  York  Borough  as  to 
rubbish,  etc..  in  streets  and  pave- 
ments  648 

Regulations  in  York  Borough  on  en- 
encroachments  on  streets  by  cellar 
doors,  bay  windows,  porches,  water 
spouts,  etc.,    551 

HILLTOWN  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  In,  confirmed  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania 132 

HOG  ISLAND. 

Rent    charge    on,    confirmed    to    the 

University  of  Pennsylvania 133 

Whole    of,    declared    to    be    part    of 

Chester  County. 307 

HORSE  RACING. 

Punishment  for ;  317 

HORSE  STEALING. 

Penalty  for.   281 

HOSPITALS. 

Contributors  of  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital exonerated  from  repaying  cer- 
tain loan  from  the  State 35« 

HUMPHREYS,   WHITEHEAD. 

Act  for  lending  three  hundred  ponds 
to.  to  enable  him  to  manufacture 
more  extensively  bar  iron  into  steel,  235 

Supreme  Executive  CouncH  authori«ed 
to  draw  on  the  State  Treasurer  for 
the  amount 235 

To  give  security  in  double  the  amount 
for  the  repayment  of  the  principal 
within  five  years 236 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

Erected  out  of  Bedford  County,  ..512.  513 

Boundaries  of,    513 

Inhabitants   to   have   same  privileges 

as  those  of  other  counties 613 

Justices  of  the  Peace  residing  in,   to 

serve  out  their  time 513,  514 

Court  House  to  be  built 614 
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HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— Continued. 

Justices  of  the  Peace  to  hold  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Ses- 
sions,      514 

Divided  into  election  districts,   514 

Sherlft,    Prothonotary,    Collectors    of "" 
Excise,   etc.,    of,    to   give   bond   be- 
for  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their 
office,    615 

To  have  one  member  in  the  general 
assembly,     616 

To  elect  two  sherifts,  two  coroners, 
three   commissioners,    615 

Certain  persons  authorized  to  select 
and  purchase  a  site  for  Court 
House  and  Prison  in  the  town  of 
Huntingdon  on  the  Juniata  River, . .  516 

Mode    of  defraying  expense,  etc.,  ....  616 

Trustees  named  for  newly  erected 
Huntingdon  County,    516 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  have 
like  powers  and  Jurisdiction  in,  as 
in  other  counties 517 

Actions  pending  in  Bedford  County 
against  inhabitants  of,  not  to  be 
discontinued  by  reason  of  act,    ....  617 

Polling  places  in  the 517,  618 

HUSBAND     AND     WIFE.      See     Bank- 
ruptcy; Divorce. 

ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN.    See  Chil- 
dren. 

IMPOSTS.    See  Tonnage  Duties. 

Act  to  protect  manufacturers  of  this 
State  by  laying  on  the  importation      ^ 

of  certain  manufactures,  99 

To  be  collected,  secured  and  paid  in 
like  manner  for  like  continuance 
and  subject  to  like  regulations  as 
the   impost  of  two  and  a  half  per 

centum 100,    147 

On  ale 101 

barley,    hulled    and    malted;    beer;         / 

beef;  boots;  butter 101 

brass,  utensils  and  vessels  of; 
blank  books,  bound  and  unbound; 
bell  metal,  utensils  and  ves- 
sels  of 102 

chariots;  carriages,  two  and  four 
wheeled;  chaises;  chairs;  cards, 
playing;  coaches;  clocka;  cur- 
rtcles 100 
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candles    of    tallow   or   was;    cards; 

cotton;  cheese;  dder;  cbooolAtfe, . .  101 
cabinet  work;  canes,  walking;  cast 
iron,     untensils    and    vessels    of; 
cordage,  tarred;  copper,  wrought, 

utensils  and  vessels  of,    102 

combs,   tortoise-shell 103 

dried  fish;   dried  peas 101 

earthen  ware 102 

four  wheeled  carriages,   100 

flsh,  salted  or  dried 101 

fruit  grown  In  Portugal  or  its  terri- 
tories,       102 

foreign  shipping  except  such  as  is 
exempt      by      treaty      with      the 

United  States 103 

graiin,   malted;  gold,  wrough;  glue,  101 
garments,    ready    made    for    men's 
and    women's   use;    glass,    panes, 
plates,     vessels    and    utensils    of 

British,    102 

hooks,    reaping 100 

hair  powder;  hulled  barley 101 

hats,  castor,  wool  and  beaver 102 

horn  combs 103 

Iron,  cast,  vessels  and  utensils  of; 
Iron,  sheet;   instruments,  musical 

and   surveying,    102 

Joiner's  work;   Jewelry,    polished   or 

cut  stones  in  imitation  of 102 

kittereens 100 

landaus } 100 

lamp  black;  leather,  manufac- 
tured  101 

lead,    utensils    and   vessels   of;    log 

lines 102 

linens  made  of  flax 108 

malted    barley    and    other    grrains; 

mustard,     101 

metal,  bell,  utensils  and  vessels  of; 
marble,  polished;  musical  Instru- 
ments,      102 

nail  rods,   102 

novels 108 

playing  cards,    100 

pasteboards;  parchment;  paq^er, 
printing,  writing,  wraipiping  and 
sheathing;  paper  hangings;  peas, 
dried;  pork;  porter;  powder,  hair,  101 
pewter,  utensils  and  vessels  of; 
pieces,    chimney,    108 
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psalters;     primers    In    Ensriish    and 

German;   plays 103 

reaping  hooks;  refined  sugar,   100 

riggring.   fixed;    ropes,    white;    rods,  j 

nail;  rum,    102r 

romances,    103 

scythes,  except  Dutch  and  German; 

sickles;  sugar,  refined,   100 

salted  fish;  saddles  for  men's  and 
women's  use;  starch;  sheathing 
paper;  slippers,  women's  silk  or 
stuff;  shoes,  men's  leather  and 
women's  leather  silk  or  stuff; 
soap,  except  Castile;  snuff,  in- 
cluding bottles,   canister  or  other 

package,    101 

steel,  British;  sheet  iron;  seines; 
silver,  wrought;  slit  iron;  stones, 
polished  or  cut  in  imitation  of 
jewelry;  stone  wear;  surveying  in- 
struments,       102 

saddle-trees;  sails,  ready  made; 
spelling  books  in  English  and 
German;  shipping,  foreign,  ex- 
cept such  as  is  exempt  by  treaty 

with  the  United  States 108 

two  wheeled  carriages 100 

tallow  candles;  tobacco,  manufac- 
tured   101 

tables;  teas  from  Europe  or  the 
West    Indies;     tin,     utensils    and 

vessels  of;   twine 102 

testaments;  tortoise  shell  combs,   ..  103 

utenoils       of       brass,       l>ell-metal, 

wrought    copper,      British     glass, 

cast  iron,  lead,  pewter  and  tin,  ..  102 

vessels  of  brass,  bell  metal,  wrought 

copper,    British   glass,    cast    iron, 

lead,  peyter  and  tin,  102 

wrapping      paper;       wax      candles; 

writing  paper;  wool  oards 101 

ware,  earthen;  walking  canes; 
whips,  horsemen's  and  carriage; 
wines  from  Portugral  and  ♦ts  ter- 
ritories  102 

yarns,     102 

To  continue  on  wines  and  fruit  grown 
In  Portugal  or  its  territories  so  long 
as  American  flour  is  excluded  from 

that  kingdom  or  its  territories 102 

Brass;    copper    in    pigrs    and    plates; 
cocoa;     dying    woods    and    dying 
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drugs;  fiax;  hemp;  hides;  lead; 
molasses;  oil,  whale  and  other 
fish;  plates,  tinned,  pewter; 
skins;     tin    in    fHgs;     wool,    cotton 

and  sheeps;  exempt  fzx>m  all 103 

Act  in  force  January  1st,  1786,   103 

Hundredweight    declared    to    be    one 

hundred  and  twelve  pounds lOS 

Separate  account  to  be  kept  of  and 
tot  be  rendered  to  the  comptroller- 
general,  general  a8semft>ly  and 
president  or  vice  president  in  council 
as  directed  in  fcnrmer  Impost  laws,  103 
Of  five  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
foreign  manufactures  of  refined 
iron,  of  refined  iron  and  steel  or  of 
steel  not  otherwise  rated  in  this 
act,  except  wire,  filed,  tinned 
plates     and     Dutch     and     Grerman 

scythes  and  cutting  knives 104 

Of  seven  and  a  half  per  centum  ad 
valorem  on  foreign  made  carpenter's 
work,  blocks  for  shipping,  -  sheeves 
for  ship  use,  tawed  and  tanned 
foreign   leather,   turner's  work  and 

turner's  wares 104 

Collector  of  the  Port  of  Philadelphia 
to  be  responsible  for  and  pay  over 
the  moneys  received  to  the  trea- 
surer of  the  Commonwealth  and  ac- 
count   therefor   as    provided    for    In 

former  revenue  laws 147 

Act  regulating  the  measurement  of 
corn  and  salt  imported  or  brought 

into  Philadelphia,   110 

Measurer    to    be    appointed    by     the 

Supreme   Executive  Council,    110 

Oath  to  be  taken  by  measurer,  be- 
fore a  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas 

Court no 

Contents  of  oath,   HO 

Duties  of  measurer Ill 

Deputy    measurers    to    be    appointed 

by  measurer,   Ill 

Accounts  of  measurements  to  be 
made  by  deputies  to  buyers,  sellers 

and  measurer,    HI 

Record  books  to  be  kept  by  measurer.  111 

Fees  of  measurer,    — • 112 

Fees  of  deputy  measurers,    112 

Penalty  for  neglect  of  duty  by  mea- 
surer,        112 
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IMPOST&~ConUnued. 

Seizures  to  be  prosecuted  by  infor- 
mation in  rem 408-9 

Upon  condemnation  seizure  to  be  sold 
by  public  auction,    409 

Former  act  partly  repealed,  409 

Goods  introduced  into  this  State  by 
and  along  highway  from  Potomac 
River  to  Ohio  River  subject  to  no 
greater  impost  than  goods  intro- 
duced otherwise,   411 

IMPOTENCE. 

Ground  for  divorce,   94 

IMPRISONMENT      FOR      DEBT.       See 
Bankruptcy;  Insolvent  Laws. 

INFANTS.     See     Bankruptcy;     Criminal 
Law: 
Limltatioiis   as   affecting,    to   recover 
escheated  lands  or  goods,    561 

INFORMATION.    See  Imposts. 

Informers  to  have  one-third  of  sell- 
ing price  of  escheated  personal  pro- 
perty,      562 

Informers  to  have  one-fifth  of  selling 
price  of  escheated  real  estate 562 

Informer  in  escheat  proceedings  to 
furnish  refunding  bond 662 

Informers  not  to  have  share  of  es- 
cheat upon  attainder  unless  reward 
offered 666 

INFORMER.    See  Information. 

INSANITY. 

Limitation  as  affecting  insane  per- 
sons to  recover  escheated  lands  or 
goods 561 

INSOLVENCY.    See   Bankruptcy. 

INSOLVENT     DEBTORS.      See      Bank- 
ruptcy. 
INSOLVENT   LAWS.    See   Bankruptcy. 
INSURANCE.    See  Fire  Insurance. 

INSURANCE     POLICIES,      See     Bank- 
ruptcy. 

INSURRECTIONS. 

Reward  offered  by  Massachusetts 
and  this  State  tor  the  apprehend- 
ing of  certain  rebels 878 

No  person  to  receive  them,   880 


Pace. 
INTESTATE  LAWS. 

Act  to  regulate  and  declare  escheats,  656 

Personal  and  real  estate  of  persons 
dying  intestate  without  heirs  or 
known  kindred  to  escheat  to  Com- 
monwealth,       556 

No  escheat  of  real  estate  if  heirs  are 
brothers  or  sisters  of  the  half  blood, 
or  father,  mother,  grandfather  or 
grandmother 556 

Right  of  Commonwealth  to  recover 
debts  due  owners  of  escheated  pro- 
perty,       661 

Rights  of  Commonwealth  where 
tenant  in  common  owns  escheated 
property 568 

Brothers  or  sisters  of  half  blood, 
father,  mother,  grandfather  and 
grandmother  not  to  benefit  by  es- 
cheats happening  before  act  passed.  564 

Proviso 564 

INVENTIONS.    See  Patent  Law. 

IRWIN,  JAMES.  See  Acts  of  Assembly 
(Private). 

ISAAC  VANCAMPEN'S  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,     806 

ISLANDS.    See  Delaware  River. 

JAILS.  See  Chester  County;  Chester 
Borough;   Westmoreland  County. 

Old  gaol  and  work-house  lot  in  Phila- 
delphia authorized  to  be  sold 55 

Powers  and  authorities  given  to  cer- 
tain trustees  to  purchase  land  and 
to  erect  thereon  court  house  and 
gaol,  superseded,   846 

Trustees  enjoined  and  required  to  ex- 
hibit account,   846 

Account  to  undergo  examination  of 
Quarter  Sessions,    846 

Auditor  to  draw  order  on  county- 
treasurer  for  any  balance,  846 

JOINT    TENANT    AND    TENANTS    IN 
COMMON. 
Rights  of  Commonwealth  where  ten- 
ant in  common  owns  escheated  pro- 
perty  668 

JUNIATA  RIVER,  FRANKSTOWN 
BRANCH  OF.  See  Waters  and  Water 
Courses. 
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JURISDICTION.    See  Courts.  ^**** 

Supreme   Court   to   have,    In   divorce 

Cases 95 

Plaintiffs  may,  as  formerly,  renibv« 
into  the  Supreme  Court,  causes 
which  could  not  be  origrinally 
brought  there,    357 

JURY  AND  JURY  TRIALS.  See  Di- 
vorce. 

Act  authorizing  the  trial  of  offenses 
out  of  the  proper  county  repealed,      6 

Act  extending  the  benefit  of  an  act 
giving  the  right  of  trial  by  Jury  to 
certain  public  officials 241 

Public  officers  whose  accounts  were 
settled  by  the  comptroller-general 
prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act,  to 
have  the  benefit  of,  241 

Appeals  to  be  taken  within  one  year 
from  passage  of  this  act,  242 

And  to  be  conducted  as  provided  for  in 
previous  act 242 

Act  allowing  compensation  to  jury- 
men repealed,   502 

Escheat  proceedings  and  special  es- 
cheat Jury  provided  for,   567 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE.  See  North- 
ampton County. 

Authorized  to  take  affidavits  of  per- 
sons petitioning  for  divorce,  95 

Contracts  for  maintaining  pen- 
sioners to  be  made  before  two,   ....  118 

Act   regulating  the  election  of,    etc.,  171 

President  or  vice-president  in  council 
in  disputed  elections  of,  empower- 
ed to  authorize  the  taking  and  cer- 
tification of  testimony  of  distant 
witnesses,    172 

Admission  of  such  evidence,  172 

Penalty  for  freeholder  duly  chosen 
assistant  Judge  of  election  of,  re- 
fusing or  neglecting  to  act,  173 

Freeholders  assembled  to  choose 
Judge  or  assistant  judge  of  election 
of,  in  place  of  any  absent  at  the 
time  or  place  of  holding  election,..  178 

Persons  so  chosen  to  be  subject  to 
penalty  for  refusing  to  act,   178 

Contents  of  precepts  issued  for  the 
holding  of  elections  of,   174 

Contents  of  return  on  precept 174 
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JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE— Continued. 

Return  to  be  certified  and  transmitted 
by  the  clerk  of  the  peace,  174 

Number  of,  allowed  to  certain  bor- 
oughs, county  towns,  etc 174 

Act  not  to  be  retroactive,   176 

President  or  vice-president  and 
council  authorized  to  erect  new  dis- 
tricts for  the  election  of,  out  of 
parts  of  old  ones  divided  by  declar- 
ing new  counties 175 

President  or  vice-president  In  council 
authorized  to  direct  the  new  and 
equal  distribution  of  townships  into 
districts,  and  to  erect  new  districts, 
for  the  election  of 176 

Authority  not  to  extend  to  certain 
boroughs,   towns  and  townships,    ..  176 

Qualification  of  electors  of,   177 

Fees  of  witnesses  in  cases  of  dis- 
puted elections  of,   177 

Fees  and  mileage  for  serving  sum- 
mons,  etc.,    177 

Fees  of  justices  for  examining  wit- 
nesses,   etc.,    177 

How  such  fees,  etc.,  are  to  be  paid.  177 

If  disputed  election  arises  from  U- 
legal  practices  or  fraud  of  judges  of 
election,  fees  may  be  collected  by 
suit  from  offenders 177 

Forfeitures  under  act,  how  to  be  re- 
covered  and   used,    178 

Actions  to  recover  forfeitures  to  be 
commenced  within  six  months,   ....  178 

To  administer  oaths  of  allegiance,    ..  179 

To  give  certificate  to  persons  taking 
oaths  of  allegiance,   180 

To  keep  record,  etc.,  of  persons  tak- 
ing oaths,    180 

And  to  transmit  each  year  list  thereof 
to  recorder  of  deed«  of  county 181 

Fees  of,  for  issuing  certificates,   181 

Election  ordered  to  supply  vacancy  in 
office  of,   in  South  Mulberry  Ward,  220 

To  administer  oaths  of  allegiance,   ..  476 

To  grant  -certificates  to  party  taking 
oath,  keep  registers  and  transmit 
the  same  to  recorder  of  deeds 476 

Residing  in  Huntingdon  County 
(formerly  Bedford)  to  serve  out 
their  time 618,  614 
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Page. 
JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE— Continued. 

To  hold  courts  of  common  pleas  and 
quarter  sessions  in  Huntingdon 
County  (formerly  Bedford) 614 

Jurisdiction  In  matter  of  excessive 
tolls  on  toll  bridge 526 

Jurisdiction  and  duties  of  Justices  of 
the  peace  in  York  Borough,   547 

KISKIMINETAS    BIVER.     See    Waters 
and  Water  Courses. 

LANCASTER  BOROUGH. 

Acts  of  Assembly  declaring  chief  bur- 
gess of,  to  be  Justice  of  the  peace 
partly   repealed 61 

Vacancies  in  corporation  of,  to  be 
supplied  by  the  president  or  vice- 
president  with  the  council  according 
to  the  constitution,   61 

Three  Justices  of  the  peace  allowed,  174 

Charter  of  German  Reformed  Con- 
grregration  in,  confirmed  and 
amended 272 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

Divided  into  four  election  districts,   .  294 
Entitled  to  six  representatives 336 

LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 

Debtors  In  execution  for  rent  may  be 

discharged  as   Insolvents 354 

Landlords'  remedy  by  distress  not  to 

be  affected 354 

LAND  OFFICR    See  Lands  (Public). 

New  loan  certificates  for  public  debts 
to  be  received  at 163 

Amounts  received  from  the  sale  of 
certain  lots  and  house  to  be  paid  to, 
received  by  and  accounted  for  by 
the  receiver-general  of  the,   228 

Duties  of  secretary  and  surveyor- 
general  with  reference  to  endow- 
ment with  land  of  Franklin  College,  897 

LANDS     (PUBLIC).     See    Allen    Town- 
ship;      Land       Office;        Northampton 
County;  Philadelphia,  City  of. 
Trustees  authorized  to  sell  by  public 
auction  the  Free-Mason's  Lodge  and 
lot  of  ground,   etc..   In  the  City  of 

Philadelphia 22 

Trustees  authorized  to  give  deed  in 
fee    simple,    22 


LANDS  (PUBLIC)— Continued. 

Money  arising  from  the  sale,  how  to 
h0  disposed  of 2S 

Work-house  lot  In  Philadelphia  and 
old  gaol  authorized  to  be  sold,   55 

Persons  entitled  to  lands  within  the 
Indian  purchase,  by  virtue  of  any 
grrant,  warrant,  etc.,  accruing  be- 
fore December  10th,  1776,  upon 
which  patents  have  not  Issued,  re- 
quired to  make  settlement 64 

Such  persons  to  have  patents  upon 
payment  of  sums  due  with  interest, 
or  upon  securing  same  by  bond  to 
the  president  of  the  Supreme  E2xecu- 
tlve  Council 64 

Such  bonds  to  be  for  the  use  of  the 
State 64 

Terms  of  bonds,    64 

Pasrments  under  bonds  may  be  sued 
for  as  they  severally  fall  due 64 

Bonds  to  be  deposited  with  the  re- 
ceiver-general     64 

Claimant  to  receive  patent  upon  pay- 
ment of  fees  and  certification  of 
bond  by  receiver-general 64 

Patents  issued  on  deposit  of  bonds 
not  to  entitle  holder  to  grant, 
convey  or  mortgage  the  lands  until 
a  mortgage  therefor  has  been  ex- 
ecuted to  the  president 65 

Receiver- general  authorized  to  take 
such  mortgages  and  to  indorse  on 
the  patents  the  sum  due  and  the 
conditions 65 

Such  mortgages  to  be  recorded  In  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  land 
office 65 

Such  record  to  be  as  good  as  If  the 
mortgage  had  been  recorded  in  any 
other  office  or  county,  65 

Fees  of  receiver-general  and  secre- 
tary     65 

Settlers  on  the  northern  and  western 
frontiers  driven  from  their  lands  by 
the  Indians  exonerated  from  paying 
certain    Interest,     66 

Persons  claiming  exoneration  to  pay 
or  secure  purchase  money,  and  to 
prove  by  oath  of  a  creditable  per- 
son that  they  were  driven  from  their 
lands  through  fear  of  the  Indians.    6S 


XiANDS  (PUBLIC)— Continued. 

Officers  authorI«ed  to  take  such  oaths.    66 

Time  within  which  benefits  of  act 
may  be  taken,   66 

Persons  refusing  to  comply  with  act 
within  time  limit  to  be  prosecuted 
and  lands  sold 66 

Ten  thousand  acres  of  unappropri- 
ated, granted  to  the  trustees  of 
Dickinson   College 222 

Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  directed 
to  Issue  warrants  to  the  Surveyor- 
General  to  cause  unappropriated 
public  lands  granted  as  endow- 
ments to  Dickinson  College  and 
public  schools  In  accordance  with 
the  Constitution,  to  be  surveyed, 222-223 

City  lots  which  have  reverted  to  or 
remained  State  property  directed  to 
be  sold  by  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,     226 

•Certain  lots  excepted,   226 

Fifteen  days  notice  to  be  given  In  two 
city  newspapers  of  the  time  and 
place  of  sale 226 

Lots  of  a  certain  size  suitable  for 
burial  grounds  to  be  reserved 227 

Deeds  granted  or  titles  made  to  be  as 
provided  In  former  act,    227 

•Claimants  to  prosecute  claims  as  pre- 
scribed In  former  act,   227 

Supreme  Executive  Council  directed 
to  sell  mansion  house  and  lots  on 
Market  Street  late  the  property  of 
Joseph  Galloway  and  appropriated 
to  the  State 227 

-Said  property  to  be  sold  In  manner 
prescribed  by  this  act 227 

How  said  property  to  be  paid  for,  ...  227 

Amounts  received  for  said  lots  and 
house  to  be  paid  to,  received  by  and 
accounted  for  by  receiver-general  of 

land  office 228 

-Certain  city  lots  on  Fifth  Street  be- 
tween Walnut  and  Spruce  Streets, 
vested  in  trustees  for  the  use  of  the 
Free  Quakers  as  a  burial  ground,  .  243 

Assessors  of  taxes  to  make  returns  of 
unsettled  lands  to  county  commis- 
sioners,     266 
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LANDS  (PUBLIC)— Continued.  ^**** 
Carol's   Delight   In    Hamilton's   Bann 
and    Cumberland    townships.    York 
County  containing   5000   acres   con- 
veyed In  part 297-9d 

Ann  McFarren,  John  Agnew  and 
William  McClean,  administrators 
of  Amos  McGlnley,  deceased, 
grantee  of  a  part  of  said  tract  of 
land,  directed  to  convey  a  part  of 
said  tract  of  land  to  David  Blythe, 
Moses.  McClean,  Wm.  Wangh, 
James    Brlce,    John    Maglnley    and 

James  Stephenson 299 

Certain  islands  In  Delaware  River  de- 
clared to  belong  to  the  State,  ....305-6 
Frederick  Smith,  Margaret  his  wife, 
late  Margaret  Oswald,  Hon.  John 
Penn,  Edward  Shlppen  and  Dr. 
Thomas  Parke  empowered  to  sell 
and  convey  a  lot  of  ground  situated 
on  the  West  side  of  Front  Street 
near  High  street  in  the  City  of 
Philadelphia  bounded  on  the  south- 
ward by  Black  Horse  Alley,    332 

Nature  of  estate  to  be  vested  In  pur- 
chaser  334 

Rent  charge  to  be  reserved  and  how 

appropriated.     334 

The  sale  for  payment  of  taxes  of  Im- 
proved lands  lying  within  certain 
counties  belonging  to  non-resident 
owners,  prevented  for  a  limited 
time  and  a  further  day  of  appeal 

allowed 338 

Warrants  not  to  issue  for  settled 
lands,  unless  to  settlers,  before  the 

10th  of  April,  1788 360 

What  shall  be  deemed  a  settlement,  .  361 
This  act  to  extend  only  to  the  lands 

purchased  in  1768,  at  Fort  Stanwix,  361 
Franklin  College  (Lancaster  Borough) 

endowed  with 397 

Time  limit  for  patenting  lands  ex- 
tended  429 

Mode  of  paying  for  lands,  430 

Mode  of  collecting  arrearages  due  for 
unpatented  lands  which  were  locat- 
ed before  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence,    430 
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LANDS  (PUBLIC)— Continued. 

Connecticut  claimants  under  certain 
circumstances  confirmed  in  their 
rights  to  lots  lying  within  Luzerne 
County,    437 

Claimants  to  refer  to  the  commis- 
sioners their  revpective  claims  with- 
in eight  months 437 

Commissioners  appointed,  437 

In  case  of  death  of  commissioners 
council  shall  appoint 437 

Commissioners  to  appoint  time  and 
place  of  meeting,   437 

Commissioners  to  advertise  time  and 
place  of  meeting 438 

To  examine  witnesses  upon  oath 438 

Proviso  where  two  or  more  claims 
are  made  to  the  same  lot,   488 

Commissioners  to  appoint  surveyors, 

438-439 

Returns  to  be  made  to  Supreme  E^x- 
ecutive  Council 439 

Patents  to  issue,    439 

Fee   for  patents,    439 

Comonissioners  allowed  reasonable 
compensation,   439 

Commissioners  to  qualify 439 

Claimants  under  Pennsylvania  rights 
to  be  allowed  an  equivalent  at  their 
option  in  old  or  new  purchase  free 
of  expense 440 

Five  thousand  acres  unappropriated 
public  lands  granted  as  endowment 
for  Pittsburg  Academy,   489 

Duties  of  Surveyor-General  and  depu- 
ties as  to  lands  granted  to  Pitts- 
burg Academy .' 490 

Supreme  Executive  Council  empower- 
ed to  lay  out  a  town  along  Alleg- 
heny and  Ohio  Rivers  opposite  Fort 
Pitt  on  lands  reserved  for  the  use 
of  the  state,   600 

To  sell  the  lots  for  the  benefit  of  the 
state 501 

To  reserve  enough  land  for  a  Court 
house,  jail,  market  house,  places 
of  public  worship,  burying  the  dead 
and  for  a  common  pasture,  501 

Sale  of  lots  to  be  advertised  for  0ixty 

days  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette,    ^^ 

Power  of  Escheator-Qeneral  to  1^^^ 
escheated  lands ....  569 
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LANDS  (PUBLIC)— Continued. 

Resale  by  Escheator-General  of  es- 
cheated lands  regulated,   5C(^ 

Act  April  8,  1786,  (Chapter  1164)  regu- 
lating salaries  of  Secretary,  Sur- 
veyor-General and  Receiver-General 
continued,    58S 

LAND    TITLES.      See   Allen    Township; 
Bankruptcy;  Churches;  Deeds;  Dickin- 
son   College;    Public    Schools;    Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania. 
Defects  or  loss  of  deeds  to  be  supplied 
by  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ..  && 

LAND  WARRANTS.    See  Lands  (Public). 

LANES.    See  Roads. 

LARCENY. 

Penalty  for 282,28$ 

LAUGHLY'S  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 30S 

LEBANON. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 132 

LEGISLATURE. 

Wages  of  Speaker  and  Members 89 

Mileage  of ^ 

How  to  be  paid,   ^ 

Wages  of  Clerk  and  Assistant  Clerk.  .    89 

How  to  be  paid,   ^ 

Wages  of  Sergeant-at-Arms,    89 

How  to  be  paid,   ^ 

Separate  account  of  additional  duties 
on  certain  manufactures  Imported, 
to  be  rendered  to  the  General  As- 
sembly  1^ 

Representatives  appointed  In  propor- 
tion according  to  the  number  of  tax- 
able inhabitants  in  each  county  and 
City  of  Philadelphia S3S 

LEHIGH  RIVER.  See  Waters  and  Water 
Courses;   Roads. 

Fishing  in  regulated ^l*- 

LEHIGH  WATER  GAP.    See  Highways. 

LEMONS.    See  Imposts. 

LBTTERKENNY  TOWNSHIP,  FRANK- 
LIN COUNTY.    See  SlecUons. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY— Continued. 

Powers  of  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  within  the  county  defined,   ..  303 

Entitled  to  one  representative,   837 

The  sale  for  payment  of  taxes  of  im- 
proved lands  lyin?  within,  belonsr- 
Iny  to  non-resident  owners,  pre- 
vented   for    a   limited    time    and    a 

further  day  of  appeal  allowed 838 

Certain  deputies  appointed  to  notify 
the  electors   to  assemble  and   elect 

certain  officers 340 

In  what  mode  election  shall  be  con- 
ducted,      340 

Oath  or  affirmation  to  be  administered 

to   election   officers 340-341 

Deputies  shall  appoint  by  writing' 
three  fit  persons  to  preside  at  elec- 
tions of  Justice  of  the  Peace 341 

Deputies  empowered  to  administer 
oath    of   allegiance    and    to   give   a 

certificate 842 

The  three  persons  presiding  at  elec- 
tions of  Justices  empowered  to  ad- 
minister oath  of  allegiance  and  give 

certificates,     342 

Powers  of  deputies  may  be  exercised 

by  any  oxfe  or  more  of  them,   342 

Certain  boundary  lines  changed 343 

Connecticut  claimants  under  certain 
circumstances     confirmed     in     their 

rights  to  lots  lying  within 437 

Claimants  to  prefer  to  the  commis- 
sioners their  respective  claims  with- 
in eight   months,    *. 487 

Commissioners  appointed,  487 

In    case    of    death    of   commissioners 

council  shall  appoint 437 

Commissioners    to    appoint    time   and 

place  of  meeting 437 

Commissioners  to  advertise  time  and 

place  of  meeting 488 

To  examine  witnesses  upon  oath,  ....  488 
Proviso  where  two  or  more  claims  are 

made  to  the  same  lot 488 

Commissioners  to  appoint  surveyon, 

438-439 
Returns  to  be  made  to  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council 439 

Patents  to  issue,  439 

Fee  for  patent 489 

OommAsstoners      allowed      reaaonajble 
compensation 489 
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Commissioners  to  qualify 489 

To  appoint  a  clerk 489 

Claimant  under  Pennsylvania  rights 
to  be  allowed  an  equivalent  at  their 
option  in  old  or  new  purchase  free 

of  expense,   440 

Sheriff  and  Justices  empowered  to  con- 
fine     prisoners      in      Northampton 

County  jail,   587-8 

Commissioners  appointed  to  run 
boundary  line  from  the  mouth  of 
Nescopek  Creek  dividing  Northum- 
berland and  Luzerne  County 588 

EHections  in  Luzerne  County  to  be 
governed  by  the  same  rules  as  In 
other  counties,   589 

BiAGAZINE.    See  Explosives. 

MANOR    OF    MORELAND.     See    More- 
lAid,  Manor  of. 

MARKET  HOUSE.    See  Markets. 

MARKETS. 

Subscribers  to  the  Callowhill  market 
empowered  to  elect  superintendents 
and  a  clerk  of  the  market,  till  the 
money  borrowed  for  the  buildingr  is 

paid 14 

Part  of  former  act  repealed,  14 

Act  empowering  the  wardens  of  Phila- 
delphia to  extend  the  market  house 
in  High  Street  westward  from  Third 

Street,    208 

Wardens  of  Philadelphia  required  to 
contract  for  nMiterials  and  employ 
workmen  to  build  and  extend  in  the 
middle  of  High  Street  between  Third 

and  Fourth  Streets,   208 

And  to  extend  the  same  westward  as 

occasion  requires,   204 

Dimensions  of  market  house 204 

Wardens   of    Philadelphia   authorised 

to  borrow  money  for  said  purpose...  204 
Lenders  to  receive  certificates,  bear- 
ing interest.    *06 

Certificates  to  be  registered 206 

Interest  to  be  paid  annually,  205 

Certificates  to  be  assignable 195 

Assignor  cannot  discharge  certificate,  M6 
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MARKETS— Continued.  *'** 

Taxes  to  be  levied  to  pay  for  market 
house  and  redeem  certificates,  in 
like  manner  as  taxes  are  levied  for 
the  support  of  the  nlgrhtly  watch 
and  lighting  streets,  etc.,   205 

One  half  of  completed  market  house 
to  be  free  and  other  half  to  be  rent- 
ed  20f 

Rents  to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Wardens  of  Philadelphia  for  the 
use  of  the  city 206 

Burgesses,  etc.,  of  York  Borough  to 
hold  two  markets  a  week  and  two 
fairs  in  each  year 686 

Clerk  of  the  market  to  be  appointed  in 
York   Borough,    536 

MARRIAGE      AND      DIVORCE.       See 
Divorce. 
Persons  divorced  on  ground  of  adul- 
tery not  permitted  to  marry  party 
to  crime  during  life  of  former  hus- 
band  or  wife,   97 

MARRIED  WOMEN.    See  Divorce. 
MARSHALL'S  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 806 

MARYLAND.    See  Highways. 
MASON'S  BAR. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 306 

MASON'S  ISLAND. 

Declared   to   belong   to   the   State   of 

Pennsylvania,    806 

MASSACHUSETTS  BAY. 

Reward  offered  by,  and  this  state  for 
the  apprehending  of  certain  rebels,  378 
McILHENNY'S  ISLAND. 

Declared   to   belong   to   the    State  of 

Pennsylvania 306 

MEASURES.     See  Imposts. 
MIDDLETOWN  TOWNSHIP. 

Title  to  land  In,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 186 

MILEAGE. 

Of  delegates  to  Congress,   90 

Of  members  of  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council 90 

Of  members  of  the  assembly,  90 

How  to  be  paid 90 


MILITARY  LAW.    See  Army  and  Navy; 
Depreciation  Certificates;   Pensions. 
Quota  of  troops  required  by  Congress 
for    the    protection    of    the    North 
western  frontier,   etc.,   to  be  raised 
and  levied  by  voluntary  enlistment,    16 
Supreme  Executive  Council  authoriz- 
ed and  empowered  to  appoint  and 
oommlslonate  the  proportion  of  offi- 
cers of  militia,   16 

Officers  and  soldiers  to  be  subject  to 
rules  and   regulations  of  Congress, 

etc 16 

Pay  and  rations,  etc.,  shall  be  agree- 
able to  Act  of  Congress,   16 

Supreme  Executive  Council  to  draw 
on  the  treasurer  for  money  to  be 
given  In  advance  to  the  troops  rais- 
ed for  the  defence  of  Northampton 

parties,    16 

Keepers  of  prisoners  exempt  from 
militia  and  fines  and  duties  con- 
nected therewith,   286 

Defects  in  earlier  act  (May  26,  1780, 

Chapter  908),  corrected 677 

Persons  collecting  moneys  to  pay  for 
hire  by  militia  companies  of  volun- 
teers or  seven  months  men  to  ac- 
count to  Comptroller-General 677 

County  Lieutenants  and  others  who 
advanced  money  to  hire  volunteers 
for  militia  companies  to  be  reim- 
bursed,      578 

Comptroller-General  to  settle  such 
claims  and  report  to  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council 57S 

MILITIA.    See  Depreciation  Certificates; 
Military    Law;    Northampton    County; 
Pensions. 
MILL  ELEVATOR  MACHINE.    See  Pat- 
ent Law. 
MILLER'S  SPRINGS.    See  Highways. 
MONEYS  (PUBLIC).    See  Bills  of  C?redlt. 
Court    officers    or    others    heretofore 
authorized  to  draw,  shall  certify  to 
executive,   and  thereupon  warrants 

shall  Issue,   87 

How  to  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,      87 
Persons  collecting  moneys  to  pay  for 
hire  by  militia  companies  of  volun- 
teers or  seven  months  men  to  ac- 
count to  Comptroller-General,   57T 
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MONONGAHBLA  RIVER, 
and  Water  Courses. 


See  Waters 


MONTGOMERY     CJOUNTY.       See     Lib- 
raries. 
Commissioners  or  trustees  for  erect- 
ing: the  Court  House  and  Prison  in 
Montgomery  County  to  account  for 
money  received  by  virtue  of  certain 

acts  of  Assembly 66 

Entitled  to  four  representatives,   337 

MONTGOMERY    TOWNSHIP,    FRANK- 
UN  COUNTY.    See  ElecUons. 

MORELAND,     MANOR    OF.     See    Lib- 
raries. 
Rent  charge  in  conflnwed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,    ...  120-123-125 

• 
MORGAN'S  TOWN. 

St.  Thomas  Protestant  Ei^iscopal 
Chapel  of  Camarvan  Township, 
Berks  County,  authorized  to  be  re- 
moved to  a  lot  in 18< 

MORTGAGES.    See  Lands  (PubUc.) 

MOYAMENSING    TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity   of   Pennsylvania,    129 

Commissioners  appointed  to  regulate 
the  streets,  lanes  and  alleirs,  and  to 
lay  out  new  streets,  etc.,  through 
Southwark,  and  Passyunk,   581 

Oath  of  office  of  commissioners 581 

Powers  and  duties  of,   581-2 

Empowered  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
Gray's  Ferry  parallel  to  Fourth 
Street  through  the  district  of,  582 

Empowered  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
the  central  part  of  Southwark 
through,  and  Passyunk  to  State  Is- 
land  Ferry,    582 

Streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  laid  out  by 
commissioners  to  be  recorded  In 
Recorder  of  Deeds  Office  of  Phila- 
delphia  County 582 

Supreme  Executive  Council  upon  peti- 
tion of  seven  freeholders  may  direct 
supervisors  of  the,  etc.,  to  open 
streets  and  repair  same,   582-3 

Procedure  for  assessing  lajid  dam- 
ages, caused  by  opening  roads,  ....  583 


MOYAMENSING  TOWNSHIP— Continued- 
Roads  not  to  be  opened  until  all  dam- 
ages paid,   58S 

Compensation  of  commissioners 58S 

Commissioners  to  settle  their  accounts 

before  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 584 

Damages   from   opening  roads   to   be 
paid  by  supervisors  out  of  road  tax.  584 

MUI3ERRY  STREET. 

Title  to  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to  tlie 
University  of  Pennsylvania 134 

BCUIiBERRY  WARD. 

Divided  into  North  and   South   Mul- 
berry Ward,  229 

MUNICIPAL      CORPORATIONS.         See 
Elections;   Huntingdon  County. 

NATURALIZATION.    See   Citixenship. 

NAVIGATION.     See    Highways;    Patent 
Law. 

NAVY.    See  Pensions. 

NESCOPECK     CREEIK.       See     Lucerne 
County;    Northampton   County. 

NESCOPECK  FALLS.    See  Roads. 

NBSHAMINY     CREEK.       See    Bridges; 
Ferries. 

NEW  BRITAIN  TOWNSHIP. 

Baptist  Church  in,  incorporated 253 

NEW   GARDEN    TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 125 

NETW  JERSEY.    See  Debts  (Public). 

NEWSPAPERS.     See  Bankruptcy;   Div- 
orce; Notice. 

NICHOLAS   DEPUY'S  TWO   BARS. 
D^lared   to   belong  to  the   State   of 
Pennsylvania,    306 

NICHOLAS  DEPUY'S  TWO  ISLANDS. 
Declared   to   belong   to   the    State   of 
Pennsylvania,    306 

NON-RESIDENT  OWNERS.     See  Lands 
(Public). 
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NOnCB— Continued. 

Notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  the 
sale  of  city  lots  which  have  revert- 
ed to  or  remained  state  property  to 
be  published 226 

Notice  of  meetincrs  of  the  trustees  of 
an  incorporated  public  school,  for- 
merly known  as  the  Union  School, 
to  be  printed  in  one  English  and 
one  German  newspaper  in  Phila- 
delphia,     202 

Reasonable  notice  to  be  grlven  to  the 
owner  or  his  attorney,   854 

Sale  of  lots  in  town  laid  out  opposite 
Fort  Pitt  to  be  advertised  in  Pitts- 
burg Gazette,    501 

NUISANCES. 

Buildings  encroaching  on  hlghwairs  In 
York  Borough  not  to  be  deemed 
nuisances,    538 

New  Buildings  not  to  be  erected  in 
York  Borough  which  encroach  on 
highways,    588 

Such  buildings  nuisances,  538 

O. 
OATHS.      See    Allegiance;     Bankruptcy; 
Bristol  Borough;   Citizenship;   Divorce; 
Imposts;  Lands  (Public). 

OFFICERS  (MILITARY).  See  Army 
and  Navy;  Depreciation  Certificates; 
Pensions. 

OFFICERS  (MUNICIPAL).  See  Lan- 
caster Borough;  County  Commissioners. 

OFFICERS     (PUBLIC).       See     Supreme 
Executive     Council;     County     Commis- 
sioners; Commissioners  in  Bankruptcy; 
State  Treasurer;  Legislature;   Salary. 
Separate  account  of  additional  duties 
on  certain  manufactures  imported  to 
be  rendered  to  Comptroller-General,  103 
State    Treasurer    to    receive    moneys 
from    the   Collector   of   the   Port   of 
Philadelphia,     paid     as     additional 
duties  on  certain  manufactures  im- 
ported,       104 

Duties      of      Comptroller-General      in 

reference  to  Pensions,   117 

State  Treasurer  to  pay  pensions  out 
of  moneys  appropriated  to  dis- 
charge requisitions  of  the  United 
States U7 


Pmse^ 

OFFICERS  (PUBLIC)— Continued. 

Duties  of  State  Treasurer  in  respect 
to  certificates  for  public  debt,...  159-162. 

Duties  of  Comptroller-Greneral  in  re- 
spect to  certificates  for  public  debt, 

159-16^ 

Insolvent  tax  collector  imprisoned  at 
Lancaster  for  falling  to  pay  over 
taxes  collected,  relieved  from  im- 
prisonment as  insolvent  debtor,    ...  509 

Sheriff,  Prothonotary,  Collectors  of 
Excise,  etc.,  of  Huntingdon  County 
(formerly  Bedford)  to  give  official 
bonds 515 

Trustees  named  for  newly  erected 
Huntingdon  County 51S 

Supreme  Elxecutive  Council  to  appoint 
Escheat  or- Greneral  of  Common- 
wealth,      557 

Act  April  8,  1785,  (Chapter  1164)  regu- 
lating salaries  of  Secretary,  Survey- 
or-General and  Receiver-General 
continued 58& 

Salary  of  Judge  of  Admiralty  fixed,   .  586> 

Marshall  of  Admiralty  to  collect  and 
account  for  fees  and  costs  in  Ad- 
miralty causes,    58^ 

ORANGE  STREET,  LANCASTER.     See 
Churches. 

ORDINANCES. 

Town  meetings  to  make  rules  and 
ordinances  in  York  borough,   537 

Buildings  encroaching  on  highways  in 
York  Borough  not  to  be  deemed 
nuisances,    538 

New  buildings  not  to  be  erected  In 
York  Borough  which  encroach  on 
highways 538 

Such  buildings  nuisances,  538 

Regulations  in  York  Borough  as  to 
rubbish,  etc.,  in  streets  and  on 
pavements 548 

Regulations  in  York  Borough  on  en- 
croachments on  streets  by  cellar 
doors,  bay  window^s,  porches,  water 
spouts,    etc.,    551 

ORPHANS'  COURT.    See  Courts. 

OXFORD  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 124 
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Pase. 
PAPER  MONEY.    See  Bills  of  Credit. 

PARENT  AND  CHILD.    See  Divorce. 

PARTY  WALL. 

Reflation  of  party  walls  in  York 
Borough,    638 

PASSYUNK  TOWNSHIP. 

Commissioners  appointed  to  regulate 
the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  and  to 
lay  out  new  streets,  etc.,  through 
Southwark,  Moyamenslng  and,   ....  581 

Oath  of  office  of  Commissioners 681 

Powers  and  duties  of 681-2 

Empowered  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
George  Gray's  Ferry  parallel  to 
Fourth  Street  through  the  district 
of 682 

Empowered  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
the  central  part  of  Southwark 
through  Moyamenslng  and,  to  State 
Island  Ferry,    682 

Streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  laid  out  by 
commissioners  to  be  recorded  in 
Recorder  of  Deeds  Office  of  Phila- 
delphia  County,    582 

Supreme  Executive  Council  upon  peti- 
tion of  seven  freeholders  may  direct 
supervisors  etc.,  to  open  streets  and 
repair  same 582-3 

Procedure  for  assessing  land  dam- 
ages, caused  by  opening  roads 683 

Roads  not  to  be  opened  until  all  dam- 
ages paid,    683 

Compensation  of  Commissioners 683 

Commissioners  to  settle  their  accounts 
before  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of,    684 

Damages  from  opening  roads  to  be 
paid  by  Supervisors  out  of  road  tax,  684 

PATE»^T   LAW.     (See  also  Humphreys, 
Whitehead). 
Patent   granted  to   John   Fitch   on   a 

steamboat  invented  by  him 441 

To  extend  for  the  term  of  14  years,   ..  441 
All    other    persons    forbidden    under 
penalty    to    make,    use,    employ   or 
navigate  any  stefunboat  within  such 

term 441 

Penalty  for  violation,   442 

Penalty  to  be  recovered  by  action  of 

debt 442 

41— XIL 


PATENT  LAW— Continued. 

Act  not  to  prevent  the  use  of  prior 
invented  water  craft  or  water  craft 
on  any  other  principle,  etc.,  or  pro- 
pelled, etc.,  by  any  other  power  ex- 
cept fire  or  steam 442 

'  Oliver  Evans  granted  for  a  term  of 
14  years  the  sole  and  exclusive  rights 
of  making  and  selling  within  the 
Commonwealth  a  mill  elevator  ma- 
chine and  a  hopper  boy,  invented  by 

him 483-484 

Right    to    revoke    such    patent    upon 

payment  of  £5,000  retained 484 

Georg«>  Wall,  Jr.,  granted  the  sole 
and  exclusive  privilege  of  making 
and  vending  a  mathematical  instru- 
ment called  Wall's  Trigonometer  in- 
vented by  him 496 

Privilege  to  continue  for  twenty-one 

years,    496 

PATENTS.  See  Lands  (Public);  Patent 
Law. 

PAXTON'S  BAR. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,    306 

PAXTON'S  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,    305 

PENAL  LAWS. 

Act  amending,   280 

PENALTIEIS.  See  Fines  and  Penalties; 
Pensions;  Supreme  Executive  Council; 
Taxation. 

PENNINGTON'S   ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,     306 

PENN,  JOHN,  JR. 

State  treasurer  to  pay,  the  respec- 
tive balances  due  on  certain  war- 
ranU *** 

Executive  council  to  issue  warrants 
for  further  payments  to 434-6 

To  be  paid  out  of  first  moneys  re- 
ceived into  the  treasury 436 

PENN.   JOHN  SR. 

State  Treasurer  to  pay,  the  respec- 
tive balances  due  on  certain  war- 
rants,      *3* 
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Pac<ft. 
PE>NN.  JOHN  SR.-<?ODtinue<L 

Executive  Council  to  issue  warrants 
for  further  payments  to 484-5 

To  be  paid  out  of  first  moneys  re- 
ceived into  the  treasury 435 

PENNSYLVANIA  LINE.    See  Deprecia- 

tion  Certificates. 
PENSIONS.      See    Depreciation    Certifi- 
cates. 

Act  providing,  for  officers,  soldiers 
and  seamen  disabled  in  the  service 
of  state  or  United  States.   113 

Officers,  soldiers  and  seamen  of  the 
Continental  Army  or  Navy.  Militia 
of  the  state,  or  Pennsylvania  State 
Navy,  disabled  during  active  service 
so  as  to  prevent  them  from  earn- 
ing a  livelihood,  entitled  to.    116 

Amounts  of 116 

Persons  claiming,  to  apply  to  Or- 
phans' Court,    116 

Evidence  of  service  and  disability  re- 
quired to  entitle  applicant  to 116 

Persons  entitled  to,  to  receive  certifi- 
cate from  Orphans'  Court,  117 

Certificate  to  be  filed  with  Comptrol- 
ler-General,      117 

Comptroller-General  to  make  out  re- 
turn and  transmit  transcript  there- 
of  117 

Comptroller-General  to  report  to  Su- 
preme Executive  Council  sums  due,  117 

Supreme  Executive  Council  to  draw 
on  State  Treasurer  for  pajrment 
thereof  out  of  moneys  appropriated 
to  discharge  requisitions  of  the 
United  States 117 

Officers  receiving  or  entitled  to  com- 
mutation of  half  pay  for  life  may 
receive  benefits  of  this  act  upon 
complying   with   certain   conditions,  117 

Orphans'  Courts  to  revise  proceedings 
herein  once  a  year,  117 

Copy  of  Orphans'  Court  order  reduc- 
ing, to  be  sent  to  Comptroller- 
General 117 

Applications  for.  under  this  act,  to  be 
made  within  three  years,   118 

Corps  of  pensioners  under  this  act 
capable  of  duty,  to  be  formed  by 
Supreme  Executive  Council  to 
guard  public  offices,  military  stores, 
etc 118 


PENSIONS— Continued. 

Such  corps  not  to  exceed  two  officers 
and  twenty- five  men,  and  to  be  en- 
titled to  rations UM 

Officers  or  soldiers  refusing  to  serve 
to  forfeit  benefits  of  act.    118 

Alienation  of,  prohibited,  except  for 
maintaining  pensioner 118 

Contracts  for  maintaining  pensioners 
to  be  made  before  two  Juirtices  of 
the  peace,  and  security  to  be  given 
for  their  performance lis 

Penalty  for  purchasing  pensions  ex- 
cept as  provided  for  by  act,  lift 

Such  penalty  to  be  paid  to  anyone 
suing  for  same,    118 

All  former  acts  relating  to  pensions 
repealed,   lis 

Comptroller-General  to  issue  depre- 
elation  certificates  to  officers  of  the 
State  Navy  who  were  made  prison- 
ers of  war  prior  to  the  derangement 
of  1778  and  afterwards  honorably 
discharged 183 

And  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
such  officers  who  died  during  cap- 
tivity   184 

Powers  of  Orphans'  Court  in  refer- 
ence to  relief  of  soldiers,  officers 
and  seamen  transferred  to  the  Su- 
preme Court 381 

PERJURY.    See  Bankruptcy. 

PETER'S  MOUNTAIN.  See  Upper  Pax- 
ton  Township. 

PETER'S  TOWNSHIP.  FRANKLIN 
CX)UNTY.    See  Eaecftione. 

PETIT  LARCENY.    See  Petty  Larceny. 

PETTY  LARCENY. 

Trial  and  penalty  for,    282 

PHILADELPHIA,  CITY  OF.  See  Ex- 
plosives. 

Commissioners  of,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  sell  at  public  auction  old 
gaol  and  work-house  lot,   55 

Wardens  of,  required  to  extend  mar- 
ket house  in  the  middle  of  High 
Street  westward  from  Third  street,  203 

And  authorised  to  borrow  money  for 
that  purpose 204 

And  to  issue  interest  bearing  certifi- 
cates to  the  lenders 206 
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Page. 
PHILADELJ>HIA.  CITY  OF-Continued. 

And  to  levy  taxes  to  raise  money  to 
redeem  the  certificates,  etc.,  205 

Rents  from  one  half  of  market  house 
to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
Wardens  of,  for  the  use  of  the  City,  206 

Act  dividing  Mulberry  ward  Into  sep- 
arate wards,    220 

Boundaries  of  old  and  new  wards,   ..  220 

New  wards  designated  as  South  Mul- 
berry Ward  and  North  Mulberry 
Ward 220 

New  wards  entitled  to  same  officers 
and  privileges  as  other  wards 220 

Ejection  to  be  held  to  supply  vacancy 
In  ofllce  of  justice  of  the  peace  In 
South  Mulberry  Ward,   220 

Lots  In,  which  have  reverted  to  or 
remained  state  property,  directed  to 
be  sold  by  Supreme  Ebcecutlve  Coun- 
cil,      226 

Certain  lots  excepted 226 

Lots  suitable  for  burial  grounds  ex- 
cepted,     227 

Entitled  to  five  representatives 836 

State  House  Square,  Philadelphia,  en- 
larged,      472 

County  and  city  court  houses  to  be 
built  thereon,  472 

In  Southwark  and  the  Northern  Lib- 
erties chimney  sweepers  to  register 
and  obtain  a  certificate  to  that 
effect 573-4 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 574 

To  wear  the  number  contained  In  the 
certificate  on  the  front  of  their 
caps,    574 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 674 

To  sweep  chimneys  within  forty-eight 
hours  after  application ,  575 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   575 

Rates  allowed  for  sweeping  chimneys,  575 

Penalty  imposed  upon  chimney  sweep- 
ers where  chimneys  take  fire  and 
blase  out  the  top  within  one  month,  575 

Appointment  of  ofllcer  for  granting 
certificates,  etc 576 

Fines  arising  under  act  to  be  divided 
between  officer  and  overseers  of  the 
poor,    676-6 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  repealed,  ..  676 
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Paftt. 
PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY. 

Elections  In,  to  be  held  In  three  dis- 
tricts  29S 

Supreme  Court  to  be  held  in  County 

four  times  in  every  year,   309 

Time  of  holding  court,   309 

Duration  of  terms,   909 

Justices  to  have  original  jurisdiction 

of  all  manner  of  suits,  etc 309 

Further  powers  of  justices  defined,  ..  309 
Certain  suits  not  to  be  commenced  in 

said  court 809 

Justices  to  make  court  rules 309 

Certain  suits  not  to  be  removed  Into 

Supreme  Court,   310 

Court    to    appoint    commissioners    of 

bail,   310 

Prothonotary  to  be  a  commissioner  of 

bail 310 

Certain  writs  subject  to  state  tax,   ..  310 
President   of  said  court  to   receive  a 

fee  to  be  charged  on  certain  writs,  811« 
Entitled  to  five  representatives 336 

PHILADELPHIA,  PORT  OF.  See  Im- 
posts. 
Collector  of  the,  to  be  responsible  for 
additional  duties  on  certain  manu- 
factures Imported,  and  pay  over  the 
moneys  received  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Commonwealth  and  account 
therefor 104-107 

PINE  STREET. 

Rent  charge  on,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,   128-181 

PITTSBURG.    See   Ferries;    Highways. 

POHATUNG  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,     806 

POOR  AND  POOR  LAWS. 

Poor  persons  exempted  from  county 
rates  and  levies  not  to  pay  tolls  on 

toll  bridge 527 

Overseers  of  the  Poor  to  have  share 
of  fines  imposed  on  chimney  sweep- 
ers in  Philadelphia,  Southwark  and 
Northern  Liberties,  676-67$ 

POPLAR  LANE. 

Title  to  lot  on,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  187 
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Pkffe. 

PORT  OP  PHILADELPHIA.    See  Phlla- 

delphia.  Port  of. 

PORTUGAL.    See  Imposta. 

PRACTICE.    See  Bankruptcy:  Escheats. 

PRALL'S  TWO  ISLANDS. 

Declared   to   belong:  to   the   State   of 
Pennsylvania 305 


PRESBYTERIAN 
Churches. 


CHURCHES. 


See 


PRESIDENT  OP  SUPREME  EXECU- 
TIVE  COUNCIL.  See  Supreme  Execu- 
tive  Council. 


PRINCE    STREET.    LANCASTER. 
Churches. 


See 


PRISONS.    See  Chester  County;  Criminal 
Law;  Jails. 
Prison  to  be  erected  in  Luxeme  Coun- 
ty  803 

PRIVATE  ACTS.    See  Acts  of  Assembly 
(Private). 


PUBLIC     AUCTION. 
Purchaser. 

PUBLIC     BUILDINGS. 
(Public). 


See    Vendor    and 


See     Buildings 


PUBLIC  CREDITORS.    See  Debts  (Pub- 
lic). 

PUBLIC  DEBT.    See  Debts  (Public). 

PUBLIC  HIGHWAYS.    See  Higrhways. 

PUBLIC  LANDS.    See  Lands  (Public). 

PUBLIC  MONEYS.    See  Moneys  (Public). 

PUBLIC  NOTICE.    See  Notice. 

PUBLIC   OFPICERS.    See   Lands    (Pub- 
lic); Officers  (Public). 


PUBLIC     SCHOOLS. 
Schools. 


See    Colleges    and 


PUNKEY'S  PrVB   BARS. 

Declared   to   belong   to   the    State   of 
Pennsylvania 


PUNKEY'S   ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania tOC 

QUAKERS. 

Certain  city  lots  on  Fifth  Street  be- 
tween Walnut  and  Spruce  Streets 
vested  in  Christopher  Marshall. 
Joseph  Stiles.  Nathaniel  Brown, 
Isaac  Howell.  Peter  Thompson. 
Benjamin  Shay  and  Joseph  War- 
ner in  trust  for  use  as  a  burial 
ground  by  the  Pree  Quakers,  243 

allegriance 181.  475 

RAISINS.    See  Imposts. 

READINQ. 

Acts  of  Assembly  declaring  burgesses 
of,  to  be  Justices  of  the  Peace  partly 

repealed €1 

Two  justices  of  the  peace  allowed,  ...  175 
German    Reformed    Congregation    in. 
incorporated,    SM 


REBELS.    See  Insurrection. 

RECEIVER-GENERAL.         See , 
(Public). 


Lands 


RECEIVING  STOLEN  GOODS. 

Penalty  for 183 


RECOGNIZANCES. 
County. 


See     Northampton 


RECORDER  OP  DEEDS. 

To  record  lists  of  nam»p  of  persons, 
etc..    taking  oaths  of  allegiance   in 

books  kept  for  the  purpose.   ISl 

Pees  for  same,   181 

To  record  oaths  of  allegiance 475 

RECORDING  ACTTS.    See  Lands  (Public). 
Recorder  of  Deeds  to  record  oaths  of 
allegiance,    181.  47S 

RECORDS  (PUBLICO. 

Escheator-General    and    deputies     to 
have  free  access  to  public  records,.  56S 


REDEMPTION.    See  Taxation. 


RELIGIOUS 
Churches. 


CORPORATIONS. 


See 


808        REMARRIAGE.    See  Marrisce. 
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RENT    CHARGES.      See    University    of 
Pennsylvania;  Liands  (Public). 

REISERVED      PUBLIC      LANDS.        See 
Lands  (Public). 

RESOLUTION   ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 806 

RESPONDENTIA    BONDS.     See    Bank- 
ruptcy. 

REVENUE.    See  Imposts. 

RIVEJRS.     See  Delaware  River;    Waters 
and  Water  Courses. 

ROADS.    See  Higrhways. 

Certain    road    from    Philadelphia    to 

Bristol  confirmed 18 

Road  between  the  navlgrable  waters  of 
the  Frankstown  branch  of  Juniata 
River    and    the    Conemaugh    River 

opened  and  established,   476 

Commissioners    appointed    for    laying 

out  the  same 476 

Courses  and  distances   to   be  entered 

in  the  Council  book,    476 

Compensation  of  commissioners,   477 

500 £  appropriated  for  purposes  of  act,  477 
200  £  appropriated  for  the  repairing 
and  mending  of  the  road  leading 
from  Hamburg  on  the  Schuylkill, 
Berks  County,  to  the  Northumber- 
land  County   line   by   Conrad   Min- 

ick's  saw  mill,    477 

Provisions  for  expending  same,    478 

Road  between  Susquehanna  River  at 
Nescopeck  Falls  and  the  Lehigh 
River,  near  Union  Saw  Mill,  open- 
ed  479 

Supreme  Executive  Council  directed  to 
employ   necessary   means   to  secure 

the  opening  of  the  same,   479 

To  be  registered  in  the  Council  books,  479 
150 £  appropriated  for  purposes  of  act,  479 
General  road  act  of  March  21st,  1772, 

not  to  extend  to  York  Borough,    ...  566 
Practice,  pleading  and  costs  regulat- 
ed  where   action   is   begun   in   York 
Borough    if    proceeding    is    brought 

under  said  act 555 

Act  March  1,  1772,  (Chapter  653)  for 
opening  and  repairing  public  roculs, 
to  remain  in  force  for  two  years,..  679 


PaM. 
ROADS— Continued. 

Road  supervisors  to  be  liable  to  in- 
dictment and  fine  for  nonfeasance  in 
office 57> 

Penalty  against  road  supervisors  for 
neglect,  how  recoverable,  580 

Application  of  fines  and  penalties  re- 
covered from  road  supervisors 580 

New  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  laid  out 
in  Southwark  District  and  Town- 
ships of  Moyamensing  and  Passy- 
unk 680 

ROBBERY. 

Penalty  ^or 281-283 

ROXBOROUGH  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 125 

RULES  OF  COURT.    See  Courts. 

RYE       TOWNSHIP,         CUMBERLAND 
COUNTY.    See  Elections. 

SAILORS.    See  Pensions. 

SALARIES.      See     Depreciation     Certifi- 
cattee;  Oflicers  (Public). 
Of  President,  Vice-President  and  Sec- 
retary of  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 
cil, and  Attorney-General  prescrib- 
ed  88 

Of  Delegates  to  Congress,  89 

Of  members  of  the  Supreme  Executive 

Council 89 

Of  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  89 

Of  Members  of  the  Assembly,    89 

Of  cnerk  of  Assembly 89 

Of  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Assembly,..  89 
Of  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Assembly,  89 
Of  Door-keeper  of  Executive  Council,    89 

Of  Door-keeper  of  the  Assembly,  89 

How  to  be  paid,   90 

Salary  of  Secretary  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  increased,    91 

SALES.    See  Lands  (Public);  Vendor  and 
Purchaser. 

SALISBURY  TOWNSHIP.    See  Churches. 

SALT.    See  Imposts. 
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SASSAFRAS  STREET. 

Rent  chargre  on,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 124-127 

Title  to  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania 135-136 

Rent  char^,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania, 139 

SASSAFRAS  STREET,  NORTHEAST 
CORNER  OF  SECOND  STREET  AND. 
See   Second  Street 

SCHOOLS  (PUBLIC).    See  University  of 
Pennsylvania. 
Sixty  thousand  acres  of  unappropriat- 
ed  state   lands   grranted   to   endow, 
as  provided  by  the  constitution,   ...  223 

Surveys,  how  to  be  made 224 

Lands  appropriated  not  to  be  granted 
to  particular  schools  except  by  act 

of  legislature,    225 

Act  supplementing  an  act  incorporat- 
ing a  public  school  at  GermaJitown 
formerly  known  as  Union  School, 
and  altering  and  amending  the  con- 
stitution of  said  school 260 

Election  of  trustees  of  said  school,..  261 

Terms  of  ofllce  of  trustees,  261 

Annual  elections  of  trustees 262 

Notice  thereof  to  be  published  in  one 
English  and  one  German  newspaper 

in  Philadelphia,    262 

Trustees    may    fill     vacancies    if    no 

annual  election  is  held 262 

Trustees  may  be  re-elected  or  re-ap- 

polnted 262 

Trustees    may    appoint    successor    to 

trustee  dying  or  resigning,    262 

Meetings  of  trustees  when  to  be  held,  263 
Notice  thereof,   how  and  when  to  be 

given ,     263 

Officers  to  be  chosen  by  trustees 263 

Quorum  to  consist  of  five  trustees, 
except  when  new  trustees  are  to  be 
appointed,     when     seven     must     be 

present 263 

When  trustees  are  to  be  appointed, 
that    fact    must    be    mentioned    in 

notice,    263 

Two  largest  rooms  in  school  house  ap- 
propriated for  ever  to   be  used   for 
keeping  English  and  German  school,  263 
Parts  of  former  act  altered  or  amend- 
ed by  present  act,  repealed,   263 


P««. 

SCHOOLS  (PUBLIC)— OonUnued. 

Constitution  to  be  always  construed 
most  favorably  for  the  school,  264 

SCHUYLKILL  RIVER. 

Supplement  to  act  for  raising  ^2,000 
for  improving  public  roads,  etc.,  and 

the  navigation  of 150 

Fishing   in,    regulated,    194 

SEAL. 

Deeds  for  small  lots  into  which  work- 
house lot  in  Philadelphia  is  divided 
when  sold,  to  be  sealed  with  great 
seal  of  Commonwealth,   56 

Two  burgesses  for  Bristol  Borough 
to  be  appointed  by  President  or 
Vice-President  of  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  by  letters  patent  under 
great  seal,   W 

Commissioners  in  Bankruptcy  to  be 
appointed  and  commissioned  under 
great  seal  by  President  of  Supreme 
Executive  Council 71 

SEAMEN.    See    Army   and    Navy;    Pen- 
sions. 

SEARCHES   AND   SEIZURES.    See   Ex- 
plosives;   Imposts. 

SECOND  STREET. 

Rent  charge  on,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 121-123-126 

Title  to  lot,  etc..  on,  confirmed  to  the 

University  of  Pennsylvania 135-137 

Rent  charges,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to 
the     University     of     Pennsylvania. 

138-139-140 

SECRETARY  OF  THE   SUPREME  EX- 
ECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
Salary  of.  Increased,   *1 

SERVICE  OF  PROCESS. 

Of  subpoena  In  divorce,  how  to  be 
served ^^ 

SETTLEMENT.    See  Lands  (Public). 

SHAWANAUGH  BAR. 

Declared  to  belonp-  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,    ^^ 

SHAWANAUGH   ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the,  State  of 
Pennsylvania,    ^^ 
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SKAWNESE   TOWNSHIP.      See   North- 
ampton County. 

SHAYS  REBELLION    See  Insurrection. 

SHERIFFS.    See  Bucks  County. 

To  appoint  keepers  of  prisoners,  286 

To   furnish   to   county   commissioners 

every  three  months  list  of  prisoners 

in  custody,  etc.,  286 

To    render    quarterly    an   account    of 

work  done  by  prisoners 287 

Duties  of,  In  connection  with  escheat 

proceedings 557-558 

SHIPS   AND   SHIPPING.     See  Imposts; 
Patent  Law. 
Captains    of   vessels    importing    gun- 
powder  into   the  Port  of  Philadel- 
phia, shall  give  notice  thereof,  and 
deliver  the  same  at  the  magazine,  417 

'  SHOEMAKER  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,     306 

SLACK'S   THREE   ISLANDS. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 305 

SMITH'S    BAR. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,     805 

SMITH'S  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,     305 

SOCIETIES.    See  American  Philosophical 
Society. 

SODOMY. 

Penalty  for,   281 

SOLDIERS.    See  Army  and  Navy;  Pen- 
sions. 

SOUTH  HAMPTON  TOWNSHIP, 

FR-ANKLIN   COUNTY.    See   Elections. 

SOUTH  MULBERRY  WARD. 

Erected  out  of  Mulberry  Ward 

SOUTHWARK  (DISTRICT). 

In  Philadelphia  City,  and  Northern 
Liberties  chimney  sweepers  to  regis- 
ter and  obtain  a  certiflcate  to  that 

effect 573-4 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal 674 


Page. 
SOUTHWARK   (DISTRICT)— Continued. 

To  wear  the  number  contained  in  the 
certificates    on    the    front    of    their 

caps 574 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,   674 

To  sweep  chimneys  within  forty-eight 

hours  after  application 575 

Penalty  for  neglect  or  refusal,  576 

Rates  allowed  for  sweeping  chimneys,  575 
Penalty  imposed  upon  chimney  sweep- 
ers where   chimneys   take   fire   ajid 
blaze  out  the  top  within  one  month,  576 
Appointment    of    officer   for   granting 

certificates,  etc.,    575 

Fines  arising  under  act  to  be  divided 
between  officer  and  overseers  of  the 

poor 575-6 

Certain  acts  of  assembly  repealed,  ...  676 
Commisioners    appointed    to    regrulate 
the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys,  and  to 
lay  out  new  streets,   etc.,   through, 
and  Moyamensing  and  Passyunk,..  581 

Oath  of  office  of  Commissioners 581 

Powers  and  duties  of.   581-2 

Empowered  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
George  Gray's  Ferry  parallel  to 
Fourth   Street   through  the   district 

of 582 

Empowered  to  lay  out  a  road  from 
the  central  part  of,  through  Moy- 
amensing   and    Passyunk    to    State 

Island  Ferry '. 582 

Streets.  lanes  and  alleys,  laid  out  by 
commissioners  to  be  recorded  in  Re- 
corder of  Deeds  office  of  Philadel- 
phia County.    682 

Supreme  Executive  Council  upon  peti- 
tion of  seven  freeholders  may  direct 
supervisors    of    the,    etc.,    to    open 

streets  and  repair  same 582-8 

Procedure    for    assessing    land    dam- 
ages, caused  by  opening  roads,   ....  583 
Roads  not  to  be  opened  until  all  dam- 
ages paid,    583 

Compensation   of   commissioners 584 

Commisisoners  to  settle  their  accounts 
before  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 

the 584 

Damages  from  opening  roads  to  be 
paid  by  supervisors  out  of  road  tax,  684 

SQUARE.    See  Philadelphia. 
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STAMPER'S   ALLEY. 

Title  to  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to  the 

University  of  Pennsylvania,    1S6 

STATE     HIGHWAYS.      See    Hifirhwairs; 
Roads. 

STATE  HOUSE  SQUARE,   PHILADEL- 
PHIA.   See  Philadelphia. 

STATE  NAVY.    See  Depreciation  Certifi- 
cates. 

STATE  TREASURER. 

Not  to  pay  out  public  moneys  ex- 
cept on  warrant  of  President  or 
Vice-President  in  Council  or  Speak- 
er of  General  Assembly 87 

To  pay  Federal  quota  of  State  and  re- 
ceive acquittances  therefor 192 

Authorized  to  redeem  certain  bills  of 
credit,  and  directed  to  publish  each 
month  notice  of  time  limit  within 
which  bill  may  be  presented  for 
payment It7 

To  publish  in  Philadelphia  news- 
papers copy  of  transcript  of  asses- 
sors returns  of  unsettled  lands,    ...  265 

Empowered  to  receive  payment  of 
taxes  on  all  lands  mentioned  in  said 
transcripts 266 

STATE  TREASURY. 

How  public  moneys  to  be  drawn 
from,     87 

STATUTES.    See  Acts  of  Assembly. 

STATUTES      OP      LIMITATION.       See 
Limitations. 

STATUTES    (PRIVATE).      See    Acts    of 
Assembly  (Private). 

STEAMBOATS.    See  Patent  Law. 

STEEL.    See  Humphreys,    Whitehead. 

STOKE   TOWNSHIP.    See   Northampton 
County. 

STREETS.    See  Roads. 

SUBPOENA     IN     DIVORCE.     See     Di- 
vorce. 

SUNBURY. 

Two  justices  of  the  peace  allowed,   ..  175 

SUNDAY.     See  Criminal  Law. 


SUPBRINTBNDBNT       OP       POWDBHR 
MAOAZINK    See  Explosives. 

SUPREME  COURT.    See  Courts. 

SUPREME  COURT,  JUSTICES  OP.    See 
Courts. 

SUPREME  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

Authorized  and  empowered  to  com- 
missionate  certain  oflScers  of  troops 
raised  for  defence  of  Northwestern 
frontier if 

Authorized  to  draw  on  the  Treasurer 
for  money  to  be  given  in  advance 
to  above  troops,   if 

President  or  vice-president  of,  au- 
thorized to  execute  deeds  for  lots 
sold  when  work-house  lot  in  Phila- 
delphia is  sub-divided  and  sold 5e 

President  or  vice-president  of,  with 
the  Council,  to  fill  all  vacancies  in 
the  corporation  of  Lancaster  as  di- 
rected under  the  Constitution 61 

Bonds,  securing:  payments  due  for 
lands  within  the  Indian  purchase, 
to  be  given  to  the  President  of,  for 
the  use  of  the  State 64 

Mortgages  to  the  President  of  the, 
to  be  executed  before  holders  of 
patents  for  lands  within  the  Indian 
purchase  were  entitled  to  grant, 
convey  or  mortgage  the  lands 6S 

President  or  Vice-President  of,  to  ap- 
point two  burgesses  for  Bristol 
Borough  by  letters  patent  under  the 
great  seal,   6S 

President  or  Vice-President  of.  to  ap- 
point officers  of  Bristol  Borough 
when  freeholders  neglect  to  hold 
annual  election 6S 

President  or  Vice-President  of,  upon 
petition  to  appoint  commissioners 
in   bankruptcy,    71 

Salaries  of  President,  Vice-Presi- 
dent, Secretary  and  Attorney- 
General,    88 

Secretary  to  continue  to  receive 
usual  fees  and  perquisites 8^ 

Secretary  to  account  for  and  pay 
over  such  fees  and  perquisites  under 
oath 89 

Penalty  for  refusing  and  neglecting 
to  so  account,    8t 
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SUPREME     EXECUTTVB     CJOUNCIIi— 

Continued. 

Wages  of  Door-ke6i>er  of ,  89 

How  to  be  paid,   90 

Separate  account  of  additional 
duties  on  certain  manufcuctures  Hor- 
ported,  to  be  rendered  to  the  Presi- 
dent or  Vice-President  of,   103 

President  or  Vice-President  of,  to  ap- 
point commissioners  to  view,  sur- 
vey and  lay  out  a  State  highway 
from  Miller's  Springs,  Cumber- 
land County,  to  Pittsburg,  etc.,   ...  106 

Courses  and  distances  of  State  high- 
way from  Miller's  Springs,  Cumber- 
land County  to  Pittsburg  to  be  re- 
corded in  Council  book,   106 

Authorized  to  draw  on  Stale  Trea- 
surer for  money  to  reimburse  David 
Meade,  certain  expenses  incurred 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace 108 

To  appoint  measurer  of  com  and  salt 
imported  or  brought  into  Philadel- 
phia  ,  UO 

And  to  remove  him  on  Just  complaint 
of  neglect  of  duty 112 

Duties  of,  in  reference  to  pensions,  117,  118 

President  or  Vice-President  of,  au- 
thorized to  employ  militia  to  en- 
force the  laws  in  Northunmberland 
and  Northampton  counties  and  to 
draw  on  State  Treasurer  to  defray 
expenses  thereof,    149 

President  or  Vice-President  and,  em- 
powered to  authorize  the  taking  and 
certification  of  testimony  of  plB- 
tant  witnesses  in  disputed  elections 
of  justices  of  the  peace 172 

And  authorized  to  grant  to  county 
towns  two  Justices  of  the  peace 
when  they  think  proper.   176 

And  authorized  to  erect  new  dis- 
tricts for  such  elections  out  of  parts 
of  old  ones  divided  by  declaring 
new  counties,    176 

And  authorized  to  direct  the  new  and 

^  equal  distribution  of  townships  into 
districts  for  such  elections,  and  to 
erect  new  districts,    179 


Pag*. 
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Piresident  or  Vice-President  of,  to  ap- 
point commissoners  to  view,  survey 
and  lay  out  a  State  highway  from 
Lehigh  Water  Gap,  Nortlmn^ton 
County,  to  Wyoming,  Northum- 
berland County,  etc.,   201 

Courses  and  distances  of  State  high-    . 
way     from     Lehigh     Water     Gap, 
Northampton  County,  to  Wyoming, 
Northumberland  County,   to  be  re- 
corded in  Council  book 202 

President  and,  to  cause  prosecution 
of  delinquent  county  commis- 
sioner's,        210 

Comptroller-General  to  report  to  the 
President  or  Vice-President  of,  the 
state  of  paid  and  delinquent  taxes,  210 

President  or  Vice-President  of,  au- 
thorized to  draw  on  State  Trea- 
surer for  sum  BflMproprllated  to 
Dickinson   College,    222 

Authorized  to  draw  on  State  Trea- 
surer to  pay  costs  of  surveying 
unappropriated  State  lands  granted 
as  endowments  to  Dickinson  Col- 
lege, and  public  schools 226 

Directed  to  sell  city  lots  which  have 
reverted  to  or  remained  State  prop- 
erty  226 

And  to  publish  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  sale,   226 

Directed  to  sell  the  mansion  house 
and  lots  on  Market  Street  late  the 
property  of  Joseph  Galloway  and 
appropriated  to  the  State 227 

Authorized  to  draw  on  State  Trea- 
surer for  three  hundred  pounds  to 
be  loaned  to  Whitehead  Hum- 
phreys  286 

Empowered  to  remove  siupertntenr 
dent  or  keeper  of  magazine,  420 

To  issue  warrants  for  further  pay- 
ments to  John  Penn.  Jr 484-6 

To  issue  warrants  for  further  pay- 
ments to  John  Penn,  Sr.,   484,  486 

Directed  to  open  road  between  Sus- 
quehanna River  at  Nescopeck 
Falls  and  the  Lehigh  River  near 
Union  saw  mill 479 

To  pay  charges  of  surveying  land 
granted  to  Pittsburg  Academy,    ...  490 
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Empowered  to  lay  out  a  town,  etc., 
along  Allegheny  and  Ohio  Rivers 
opposite    Fort   Pitt.    500 

To  sell^ots  for  benefit  of  the  State,..  601 

To  reserve  enough  land  for  a  court 
house,  Jail,  market  house,  places 
of  public  worship,  bunrlng  the  dead 
and  for  a  common  pasture,  501 

Sale  of  lots  to  be  advertised  for  sixty 
days  in  the  Pittsburg  Gazette 501 

To  appoint  EIscheator-General  of 
Commonwealth 567 

Upon  petition  of  freeholders  and 
after  hearing,  etc.,  may  lay  out 
roads  and  open  streets 682 

8URVEYOR-GE»^ERAL.        See      Lands 
(Public). 
CerUin   duties   of   Secretary   and,   of 
Land    Office    in    reference    to    land 
endowments   to   Franklin   College...  897 

SUSQUEHANNA    RIVER.    See    Waters 
and  Water  Courses;  Roads. 

SWARTWOOD  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 306 

SWEARING. 

Punishment  for S16 

TARIFF.    See  Imposts. 

TAVERN  KEEIPERS.    See  Criminal  Law. 
Number  to  be  limited 821 

TAXATION. 

CommissioOiers  appointed  to  erect 
court-house  and  prison  in  West- 
moreland County  authorized  to  as- 
sess and  levy  money  for  such  pur- 
pose     68 

Act  to  ascertain  the  number  of  tax- 
able inhabitants  within  Philadelphia 
and  the  counties  of  the  state,  etc...  169 

County  commissioners  to  have  made 
out  complete  lists  of  taxable  inhab- 
itants actually  residing  within  their 
counties,    169 

Lists  to  be  lodged  with  the  Clerk  of 
the  General  Assembly.  169 

ETxpenses  to  be  paid  by  County  Treas- 
urer  169 


TAXATION— Continued. 

Method  of  making  lists 170 

Authentification  of  lists 170 

Penalty  for  commissioners  refusing  to 
furnish  list,  etc 170 

Actions  against  commissioners  to  be 
brought  within  twelve  months,  171 

Act  repealing  part  of  any  act  provid- 
ing for  the  raising  of  a  certain  sum 
by  taxation  to  redeem  certain  bills 
of  credit 199 

To  be  levied  to  pay  for  extension  of 
market  house  in  High  Street  west- 
ward from  Third  Street  and  to  re- 
deem certificates  issued  for  money 
borrowed  for  that  purpose 206 

Act  to  enforce  the  payment  and  col- 
lection of, 20€ 

Part  of  an  act  for  methodizing  the 
department  of  accounts  of  this  com- 
monwealth, and  for  the  more  effect- 
ual settlement  of  the  same,  repeal- 
ed   207 

County  treasurers  required  every  six 
months  to  render  their  accounts  to 
the  Comptroller- General,  207 

And  authorized  to  compel  the  collec- 
tors of  townships,  etc.,  to  do  thetr 
duty  and  pay  in  the  sums  collected 
by  them 207 

And  empowered  to  recover  sums  due 
from  delinquent  collectors  whether 
taxes  are  paid  or  not 208 

Allowance  of  sums  lost  to  be  made 
by  county  commissioners  and  cer- 
tified to  county  treasurers,    208 

Penalties  for  county  treasurers  ne- 
glecting their  duties,   20S 

How  penalties  to  be  recovered 208 

Parts  of  acts  repealed 208 

Exonerations  not  to  extend  to  quotas 
of  state  taxes  heretofore  laid, 208 

County  commissioners  to  furnish  dup- 
licates of  assessments  to  the  Comp- 
troller-General in  form  prescribed,  208-9 

Penalty  for  commissioner  neglecting 
or  refusing,   etc.,    209 

How  penalties  to  be  recovered 209 

Assessors  to  make  returns  annually 
by  a  certain  date,  209 

Time  within  which  appeals  from  as- 
sessments may  be  made,  209 
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Penalty  for  assessors,  assistant  asses- 
sors or  county  commissioners  ne- 
glecting or  refusing 209 

Comptroller-General  to  report  within 
six  months  the  returns  received 
from  county  commissioners,   210 

President  and  Council  to  cause  pro- 
secution of  delinquent  commission- 
ers,       210 

Comptroller-General  to  report  to  the 
President  or  Vice-President  in 
Council  the  state  of  taxes  paid  and 
delinquent,    210 

And  to  print  and  distribute  annually 
list  of  paid  and  delinquent  taxes,..  210 

Term  of  office  of  county  treasurers,  ..  210 

County  treasurers  having  griven  secur- 
ity, etc.,  not  to  be  removed  during 
term  unless  convicted  by  jury  of  de- 
linquency in  office,   etc.,   210 

Fines  and  forfeitures  to  be  recovered 
by  Information  before  the  Supreme 
or  Common  Pleas  Courts 211 

Actions  for  the  recovery  to  be  brought 
within  one  year  after  happening  of 
offense,    211 

Comptroller-General  not  to  call  on 
county  commissioners,  etc.,  con- 
cerning the  execution  of  the  act  for 
county  taxes  and  levies  unless  auth- 
orized by  the  President  or  Vice- 
President  in  Council,   211 

Produces  of  certain,  levied  by  virtue 
of  former  act,  appropriated  for 
twenty-five  years  to  pay  the  interest 
and  principal  of  certain  debts  of  the 
United  States 281 

Township  assessors  to  make  returns 
of  unsettled  lands  to  the  county 
commissioners 265 

County  commissioners  to  send  trans- 
script  thereof  to  the  State  Treas- 
urer   265 

Treasurer  to  publish  in  Philadelphia 
newspapers  copy  of  transcript,  266 

Treasurer  empowered  to  receive  pay- 
ment of  taxes  on  all  properties 
mentioned  in  said  transcripts 266 

Liist  of  taxes  unpaid  two  months  after 
publication  of  transcript  to  be  sent 
to  commissioners,  who  shall  pro- 
ceed to  collect  the  same 266 


Pace. 
TAXATION— Continued. 

The  sale  for  payment  of  taxes  of  im- 
proved lands  lying  within  certain 
counties  belonging  to  non-resident 
owners,  prevented  for  a  limited  time 
and  a  further  day  of  appeal  al- 
lowed  SS8 

David  Cloyd,  late  Treasurer  of  State 
taxes,  exonerated  from  the  payment 
of  certain  money  of  which  he  was 
robbed,     368 

Insolvent  tax  collector  imprisoned  at 
Lancaster  for  failing  to  pay  over 
taxes  collected,  relieved  from  im- 
prisonment as  insolvent  debtor,   ....  609 

Poor  persons  exempted  from  county 
rates  and  levies  not  to  pay  tolls  on 
toll  bridge,    527 

Election  of  assessors  of  taxes  in  York 
Borough  regulated,    541 

Collection  of  road  taxes  in  York  Bor- 
ough regulated 648 

THIRD  STREET. 

Title  to  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.   136 

TINICUM  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,    182 

TOLL  BRIDGE.    See  Bridges. 

TONNAGE  DUTIES. 

Additional     to    be    paid    on     certain 

foreign  shipping 234 

How  to  be  collected,  236 

TOWN  MEETINGS.     See  York  Borough. 

TOWNS. 

Supreme  Executive  Council  empow- 
ered to  lay  out  a  town  along  the 
Allegheny  and  Ohio  Rivers  opposite 
Fort  Pitt WO 

TOWNSHIPS.  See  Elections. 

JREASON.    See  Citizenship. 

TREASURER  OF  STATE  TAXES. 

David  Cloyd.  late  Treasurer  of  State 
taxes,  exonerated  from  the  pa3rment 
of  certain  money  of  which  he  was 
robbed,     *•••••  368 

TREATIES.    See  Imposts. 


652 


TREDTPFBRIN     TOWNSHIP,     CHES- 
TER COUNTY. 
St.  Peter's  Church  in  the  Great  Valley 
in,  incorporated,  182 

TRESPASS.    See  Case,  Action  on  the. 

TRIAL*.    See    Divorce;     Jury    and    Jury 
Trial. 
Act  authorizing  the  trial  by  jury  of 
offenses  out  of  the  proi>er  county  re- 
pealed,        ( 

When   trial  by  Jury  may  be  had  in 
divorce  cases 96 

TRUSTEE:S.  See  Churches;  Pire  Insur- 
ance. 

TRUSTEES  AND  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
MONTGOMERY  COUNTY.  See  Mont- 
gomery County. 


TYRONE        TOWNSHIP, 
COUNTY.    See  Elections. 


BEDFORD 


UNAPPROPRIATED    PUBLIC    LANDS. 
See  Lands  (Public). 

UNION  SAW  MILL.    See  Roads. 

UNION  SCHOOL.    See  Schools  (Public). 

UNITED   STATES   DEBTS.       See  Debts 
(Public). 

UNIVERSITY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 
Act     confirming     certain     confiscated 
estates  to  the  trustees  of  the,   and 
empowering    them    to    choose    new 

trustees 119 

Rent  charge  confirmed  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the,  on  land  at  Germantown 
Road  and  Turner's  Lane,  Northern 
Liberties,  granted  to  John  Dunlap, 
Thomas  Lawrence  and  James  Bud- 
den,  and  late  of  Philip  Grieswold,  120 
land  in  Manor  of  Moreland,  granted 
to    Charles    Walker    and    late    of 

Joseph  Comley 120 

lot  and  messuage  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Second  and  Sassafras 
Streets,  granted  to  Christian 
Wertz,  John  Schalfer  and  Jacob 
Ziegler  and  late  of  John  Parrock,  121 
messuage,  bake-house,  stable  and 
lot  on  the  west  side  of  Front 
Street,  between  Sassafras  and 
Mulberry  Streets,  granted  to 
Francis  Lee  and  late  of  George 
Knapper 121 


UNIVERSITY    OF     PENNSYI/VANIA— 
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land  in  Lower  Merion  Township, 
granted  to  Edward  Milner  and  late 

of  John  Roberts 121 

land  at  Poplar  Lane  and  Third 
Street,  Northern  Liberties,  grant- 
ed to  William  Coates  and  late  of 

Samuel  Shoemaker 122 

land  in  the  Northern  Liberties, 
granted  to  James  Budden,  John 
Dunlap     and    Thomas     Lawrence 

and  late  Joseph  Grieswold 122 

land  in  Blockley  township,  granted 
to  James  Budden,  John  Dunlap 
and  Thomas  Lawrence  and  late  of 

Joel  Evans,    1^ 

house  and  lot,  on  the  east  side  of 
Second  Street,  between  Walnut 
and  Spruce  Streets,  granted  to 
Joseph    Deane   and    late    of    John 

Henderson 122 

land  in  Manor  of  MiTreland,  granted 
to  George  Benner  and  late  of  John 

Longborough,    123 

land  in  Hatfield  Township,  granted 
to  Joseph  Deane  and  late  of  Jona- 
than Wright 1» 

land  in  Blockley  Township,  granted 
to  Joseph  Deane  and  late  of  John 

Butcher 123 

land  and  house  in  Germantown. 
granted  to  Joseph  Deane  and  late 

of  Holton  Jones,    123 

tenement  and  lot  on  south  side  of 
Sassafras  Street,  between  Front 
and  Second  StreeU,  granted  to 
Jonas    Philips    and    late    of    John 

Parrock,    124 

two  lots  on  Frankfort  Creek  in  Ox- 
ford   Township,    granted   to   John 

Eve  and  late  of  Oswell  Eve 124 

land  in  Hatfield  Township,  granted 
to  Owen  Faries  and  late  of  John 

Wrfght 124 

land  in  Manor  of  Moreland,  granted 
to  James  Vansant  and  late  of  John 
Burke 124 
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house  and  lot  on  west  side  of  Front 
Street,  between  Mulberry  and 
Sassafras  Streets,  granted  to 
Robert  Bethell  and  late  of  Abra- 
ham Carlisle,    125 

land  and  house  in  Roxborough  town- 
ship granted  to  Benjamin  Harbc- 
8K>n  and  late  Christopher  Sour,....  125 
lot  and  bouR«%  on  south  side  of 
Catharine  Street,  between  Front 
and  Second  Streets,  granted  to 
Charles  Alexander  and  late  of  Wil- 
liam Rhodden 125 

lot  on  the  southeast  comer  of  Water 
and  Sassafras  Streets,  granted  to 
James  Parr  and  late  of  John  Par- 
rock.    126 

lot  and  house  on  the  east  side  of 
Water  Street,  between  Sassafras 
and  Mulberry  Streets,  granted  to 
Michael  Simpson  and  late  of  John 

Parrock 12« 

lot  on  the  east  side  of  Second  Street 
granted  to  Alexander  Powers  and 

late  of  John  Fox,  126 

lot  and  house  on  the  west  side  of 
Fourth  Street,  between  High  and 
Chestnut  Streets,  granted  to  Ben- 
jamin Harbeson  and  late  of  Isaac 

Allen 126 

lot,  wharf  and  tenements  on  the 
northeast  corner  of  Water  and 
Sassafras  Streets,  granted  to  John 
Weidman  and  late  of  John  Par- 
rock 127 

land  in  Heidelberg  Township,  Berks 
County,  granted  to  John  Pleln  and 

late  of  Andrew  Allen 127 

land  in  Abington  Township,  granted 
to  Henry  Dotts  in  right  of  Philip 
Moore  and  late  of  Joshua  Knight,  127 
land  on  north  side  of  Sassafras 
Street,  between  Front  and  Second 
Streets,    granted    to    Peter   Paris 

and  late  of  John  Parrock 127 

land  on  the  Schuylkill  River.  North- 
em  Liberties,  granted  to  James 
Hutchinson    and    late    of    Joseph 

Galloway IW 

/ 


Pace. 
UNIVERSITY     OF     PENNSYLVANIA— 
Continued. 

lot  on  the  east  side  of  Water  Street, 
between  Sassafras  and  Mulberry 
Streets,  granted  to  Jacob  Brunner 

and  late  of  John  Parrock,  128 

four  lots  on  Pine  Street,  Third 
Street  and  Union  Street,  granted 
to   Thomas   McKean   and    late  of 

Jacob  Duche,  Jr 128 

house  and  lot  on  the  north  side  of 
Dock  Street  between  Third  and 
Walnut  Streets,  granted  to  Wil- 
liam   Powers   and    late   of   David 

Jones 129 

banked  meadow  on  Hollander's 
Creek.  Moyamensing  Township, 
granted  to  Joseph  Carson  and  late 

of  Peter  Campbell 129 

land  in  New  Garden  Township. 
Chester  County,  granted  to  James 
Parr  and  late  of  Stephen  Ander- 
son  129 

land  in  East  Malborough  Township, 
Chester  County,  granted  to  James 
Parr  and  late  of  John  Jackson,..  129 
land  in  East  Malborough  Township. 
Chester  County,  granted  to  James 
Parr  and  late  of  Stephen  Ander- 
son.      136 

land  in  East  Cain  Township.  Ches- 
ter County,  granted  to  James 
Hutchinaon    and    late    of    George 

Sinclair.    186 

land  in  West  Bradford  Township. 
Chester  County,  granted  to  James 
Hutchinson    and    late    of    Philip 

Marchlnton 130 

land  in  Heidelberg  Township,  Berks 
County,   granted  to  John  Christie 

and  late  of  Andrew  Allen 130 

land  in  Heidelberg  Township,  Berks 
County,    granted    to    John    Craig 

and  late  of  Andrew  Allen 130 

land  in  West  Cain  Township,  Ches- 
ter County,  granted  to  Francis 
Johnston    «id    l»te    of    Richard 

Swanwlck 131 

land  in  West  Bradford  Township. 
Chester  County,  gfranted  to  James 
Parr  and  l&te  of  PhiUp  Marchln- 


ton, 


131 
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lot  on  the  north  side  of  Pine 
Street,  between  Third  and  Fourth 
Streets,  granted  to  Benjamin 
Evans  and  late  of  William  Evans.  181 

lot  on  the  north  side  of  Catharine 
Street,  granted  to  Patrick  Robin- 
son and  late  of  John  Tolly,   181 

lot  on  the  east  side  of  Water  Street, 
between  Sassafras  and  Vine 
Streets,  granted  to  David  Zeigler 
and  late  of  John  Parrock 132 

lot  at  Market  and  Cumberland 
Streets,  Lebanon,  granted  to  Wil- 
liam Bailey  and  late  of  Nicholas 
Housecker,    182 

land  in  HiUtown  Township,  Bucks 
County,  granted  to  Jacob  Benner 
and  late  of  Evan  Thomas 132 

land  in  Tinicum  Township,  Bucks 
County,  granted  to  Jacob  Benner 
and  late  of  John  Overholtx 132 

lot  in  Abington  Township,  granted 
to  William  Deane  and  late  of 
Joshua  Knight 183 

banked  meadow  on  Hog  Island  in 
the  River  Delaware,  granted  to 
Samuel  Caldwell  and  late  of 
Joseph  Galloway 183 

land  in  Heidelberg  Township,  Berks 
County,  granted  to  Jacob  Steheley 
and  late  of  Andrew  Allen,  133 

lajid  at  Old  York  Road  and  Hickory 
Lane,  Northern  Liberties,  granted 
to  James  Caldwell  and  late  of  John 
Parrock 133 

land  in  Whitpain  Township  granted 
to  Edmund  Milne  and  late  of  John 
Robinson 134 

land  in  Heidelberg  Township,  Berks 

/  County  (number  three  in  plan  of 
Big  Spring  tract)  granted  to  Peter 
Filbert  and  late  of  Andrew  Allen,  134 

land  in  Heidelberg  Township,  Berks 
County  (number  four  in  plan  of 
Big  Spring  tract)  granted  to  Peter 
Nagle  and  late  of  Andrew  Allen,  134 

land  in  Brunswick  Township,  Berks 
County,  granted  to  Charles  Gk>b- 
lin  and  late  of  John  Koster,   134 
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Title  confirmed  to  the  trustees  of,  to 

lot  of  ground,  messuage  and  ferry 
wharf  on  the  Delaware  River  at 
the  east  end  of  Mulberry  Street, 
late  of  WiUiam  Austin IMi 

lot  of  ground  and  messuage  on  south 
side  of  Sassafras  Street,  between 
Third  and  Fourth  Streets,  late  of 
Jonathan  Adams  and  wife, Itt. 

lot  of  ground,  house  and  other 
buildings  and  wharf  on  the  east 
side  of  Water  Street,  extending 
into  the  Delaware  River,  between 
High  and  Mulberry  Streets,  late 
of  Matthias  Aspden 13& 

land  in  Middletown  Township, 
Bucks  County,  late  of  Joseph 
Paxon 1S& 

messuage  and  lot  of  ground  on  south 
side  of  Sassafras  Street,  between 
Front  and  Second  Streets,  late  of 
John  Parrock 13S. 

messuage  and  lot  on  the  east  side 
of  Second  Street,  late  of  John  Par- 
rock   18S. 

lot  and  messuage  on  the  south  side 
of  Sassafras  Street,  between  Front 
and  Water  Streets,  late  of  John 
Parrock 186 

lot  and  messuage  on  the  west  side 
of  Fourth  Street,  between  Vine 
and  Sassafras  Streets,  late  of 
Hudson  Burr,   13* 

lot  and  messuage  on  the  north  side 
of  Walnut  Street,  between  Front 
and  Second  Streets,  late  of  Robert 
Loosley 13<. 

lot,  smith's  shop  and  other  build- 
ings on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Third  and  Union  Streets,  late  of 
Alexander  Smith 13€. 

lot  and  messuage  on  the  south  side 
of  Stamper's  Alley,  between  Sec- 
ond and  Third  Streets,  late  of  Joel 
Evans,    ISS 

lot  on  the  northeast  comer  of 
Fifth  and  Walnut  Streets,  late  in 
the  tenure  of  William  Weston  and 
others  and  belonging  to  Andrew 
Allen Ui; 
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lot  and  messuage  on  the  north  side 
of  W*i\nut  Street  between  Front 
and  Second  Streets,  late  of  Wil- 
liam Ross 137 

three-quarters  of  a  lot  and  mes- 
suage on  the  west  side  of  Front 
Street  between  High  and  Mulberry 
Streets,  late  in  the  tenure  of  John 
Jackson  and  belonging  to  Andrew 
Elliot,  one  half  in  fee  simple  and 
one  quarter  during  the  life  of 
Andrew  Elliot 187 

lot  and  messuage  on  the  east  side 
of  Second  Street  in  the  Northern 
Liberties,  late  of  Lawrence 
Fagan,    187 

lot  on  the  north  side  of  Poplar  Lane 
in  the  Northern  Liberties,  late  of 
Oswell  Eve 187 

land  in  Abington  Township,  late  of 
John  Knight 187 

land  in  Whitpain  Township,  late  of 
Isaac  Taylor, 187 

moiety  of  land  on  the  north  side  of 
the    main    road    in    Germantown, 

late  of  Abraham  Pastorius,    188 

Confirmation,    to  the  trustees  of,    of 

rent  charges,  together  with  all  the 

estate,    interest    and    claim    of    the 

Commonwealth,    and  all  arrears  of 

rent  charges,   on 

lot  and  messuage  on  the  west  side 
of  Second  Street,  near  High 
Street,  late  of  Samuel  Shoemaker, 
payable  to  John  Drinker,  188 

lot  and  messuage  adjoining  last 
mentioned  lot  and  late  of  Samuel 
Shoemaker,  payable  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Joseph  Johnson 188 

lot  and  messuage  adjoining  last 
mentioned  lot  and  late  of  Samuel 
Shoemaker,  payable  by  Philip 
Syng IW 

lot  and  messuage  adjoining  last 
mentioned  lot,  being  the  comer  of 
High  Street,  and  late  of  Samuel 
Shoemaker,  payable  by  Frederick 
Shinkle 188 
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lot  and  messuage  on  the  north  side 
of  High  Street  adjoining  the  last 
mentioned  lot,  and  late  of  Samuel 
Shoemaker,  payable  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Elizabeth  Harman,     188 

lot  and  messuage  adjoining  last 
mentioned  lot,  late  of  Samuel 
Shoemaker,  payable  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Richard  Parker,    ...  188 

bank  lot  on  the  east  side  of  Front 
Street,  between  Mulberry  and  Sas- 
safras Streets,  late  of  John  Par- 
rock,      138 

bank  lot  adjoining  on  the  south  the 
last  mentioned  lot,  late  in  the  ten- 
ure of  William  Niles  and  belonging 
to  John  Parrock 188 

lot  on  the  south  side  of  Sassafras 
Street,  between  Front  and  Second 
Streets,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Ed- 
ward Brooks  and  belonging  to 
/ohn  Parrock 189 

bank  lot  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Front  and  Sassafras  Streets,  late 
in  the  tenure  of  Robert  BWck  and 
belonging  to  John  Parrock 139 

bank  lot  adjoining  last  mentioned 
lot,  hite  in  the  tenure  of  William 
Salsbury  and  belonging  to  John 
Parrock 189 

lot  on  the  south  side  of  Sassafras 
Street,  between  Front  and  Second 
Streets,  late  in  the  tenure  of 
Michael  Dawson  and  the  estate  of 
John  Parrock 189 

lot  on  the  south  side  of  Sassafras 
Street,  between  Front  and  Sec- 
ond Streets,  late  in  the  tenure  of 
George  Merger  and  the  estate  of 
John  Parrock,  189 

lot  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Sec- 
ond and  Vine  Streets,  late  in  the 
tenure  of  Adolph  Oilman  and  the 
estate  of  John  Parrock 189 

lot  adjoining  last  mentioned  lot, 
late  in  the  tenure  of  Frederick 
Mause  and  the  estate  of  John  Par- 
rock  189 
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lot  adjoining  last  mentioned  lot, 
late  in  the  tenure  of  Charles  Mere- 
dith and  the  estate  of  John  Par- 
rock   189 

lot  on  the  east  side  of  Second  Street, 
between  Sassafras  and  Vine 
Streets,  in  the  tenure  of  Jacob 
Brown  and  late  the  estate  of  John 

Parrock.    140 

Confiscated  estates,  lands,  tenements 
and  hereditaments  and  rent  chargres 
enumerated  in  the  act,  absolutely 
vested  in  and  confirmed  to  the  trus- 
tees of,  their  successors  and  assigns 

forever,    140 

Rights  of  parties,  other  than  persons 
attainted  or  forfeiting  estates,  or 
persons  claiming  under  them,  in 
such  estates,  etc.,  not  to  be  dis- 
turbed by  this  act,  140 

Seat  of  trustee  of,  not  holding  such 
by  right  of  office  or  station,  to  be 
declared  vacant,  if  trustee  wilfully 
absents   himself   from   meetingri  for 

six  months 141 

Remaining  trustees  may  elect  succes- 
sor  141 

Professorship  in,  for  teaching  the 
learned  languages  through  the  med- 
ium of  German,  continued 141 

UPPER  PAXTON  TOWNSHIP. 

That  part  on  the  south  side  of  Peter's 
Mountain  to  hold  elections  in  the 
same  place  as  Liower  Paxtqp  Town- 
ship     52 

VACANCIES.    See  Lancaster  Borough. 

VANCAMPEN'S  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 806 

VANOKEN'S   ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 806 

VENDOR      AND      PURCHASER.        See 
Churches;  Lands  (Public). 
Sale  at  public  auction  of  old  gaol  and 
work-house      lot      in     Philadelphia 

authorized 6S 

Conditions  of  sale 56 


VENUE.    See  TriaL 
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VICE-PRESIDENT  OF  SUPREME  EX- 
ECUTIVE COUNCIL.  See  Supreme 
Elxecutive  CounclL 

VINE   STREET. 

Rent  charge,    etc.,   on,    confirmed   to 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,    ...  1» 
VIRGINIA.    See  Highways. 

WAGES.    See   Salary. 

WALL'S  ISLAND. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,    SOB 

WALL'S  TWO  ISLANDS. 

Declared  to  belong  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,    SOB 

WALL'S  TRIGONOMETER.  See  Patent 
Law. 

WALNUT   STREET. 

Title  to  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  ....  136-137 

WAR.    See  Insurrection. 

WARDENS  OF  PHILADELPHIA.  See 
Philadelphia,  City  of. 

WARDS.  See  Mulberry  Ward;  Phila- 
delphia, City  of. 

WARRANTS.    See  Lands   (Public). 

WARWICK  TOWNSHIP.    See  Churches. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY.  See  Election 
Districts;    Highwaya 

Entitled  to  four  representatives $37 

The  sale  for  payment  of  taxes  of  im- 
proved lands  lying  within,  belong- 
ing to  non-resident  Owners,  prevent- 
ed for  a  limited  time  and  a  further 
day  of  appeal  allowed 338 

WASHINGTON  TOWNSHIP,  FRANK- 
LIN COUNTY.    See  Elections. 

WATERS  AND  WATER  COURSES.    See 
Ferries;       Game      Laws;      Highways; 
Bridgea 
Perry      across      Monongahela     River 
authorized    to    be    established    and 
maintained  ,  opposite    Pittsburg    by 
Jacob  Bausman,  his  heirs  and  as- 
signs,        67 

Road  between  Conemaugh  and  Juni- 
ata Rivers  opened  and  established.  475 
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Conemauffh  River  declared  to  be  a 
public  highway  throughout  its 
xMivi^able  course,   477 

FrankBtown  Branch  of  Juniata  River 
declared  to  be  a  public  highway 
throughout  its  navigable   courae,..  477 

Kiskiminetas  River  declared  to  be  a 
public  highway  throughout  its 
navigable  course,   477 

Legislative  grant  of  ferry  franchise 
over  Schuylkill  River  near  Spring 
I£ill,  Montgomery  County,  to  Peter 
LeOaux,  his  heirs  and  assigns 485 

WATER  STREET. 

Rent   charges   on,    confirmed   to   the 

University  of  Pennsylvania,    126-127-182 
Title  to  lot,  etc.,  on,  confirmed  to  the 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  185 

WATER  STREET,  I*ANCASTBai.  See 
Churches. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES.    See  Im- 
posts. 
Hundredweight    declared    to    be    one 
hundred  and  twenity  pounfds 108 

WEST  BRADFORD  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  180-181 

WEST  CAL.N  TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  181 

WESTMORELwAJTD  COUNTY.  3ee  High- 
waya 

Commissioners  appointed  to  purchase 
land  in,  on  which  to  erect  court- 
house and  prison, 58 

Location  of  such  land 68 

Commissioners  authorised  to  erect 
court-house  and  prison,   58 

Commissioners  authorised  to  assess 
and  levy  money  not  to  exceed  £1000, 
for  such  purposes,    58 

Supplement  to  act  Cor  erecting  part  of 
Bedford  Countty  into  a  sepanUe 
county  repealed 58 

CourU  of  Justlee  to  be  held  at 
Greensburg,  otherwise,  Newton,  ...  215 

TO  have  a  Afth  election  district 215 

Place     for   maidng   retiims   la   aald 

county  changed, 295 

42— XII. 
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Bntitled  to  three  representatives,  ....  887 

The  sale  for  payment  of  taxes  of  im- 
proved lands  lying  within,  belong- 
in  to  non-resident  owners,  prevent- 
ed for  a  limited  time  and  a  further 
day  of  appeal  allowed 888 

Powers  and  authorities  given  to  cer- 
tain trustees  to  purchase  land  and 
to  erect  thereon  court-house  and 
gaol,  superseded 846 

Trustees  enjoined  and  required  to  ex- 
hibit account,   846 

Account  to  undergo  examination  of 
Quarter  Sessions,   846 

Auditor  to  draw  order  on  County 
treasurer  for  any  balance 346 

WBSTNANTMEI.    TOWNSHIP,    CHES- 
TER COUNTY. 
Presbyterian  Congregation  of  Brandy- 
wine  in,  incorporated 250 

WHITPAIN   TOWNSHIP. 

Rent  charge  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 184 

Title  to  land  in,  confirmed  to  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania 187 

WINE.    S«e  Imposts. 

WORK-HOUSE.    See   Vendor   and    Pur- 
chaser. 

WOIIK-HOUSB    LOT.    See   Vendor    and 
Purchaser. 

WRITS. 

As  to  force  and  operations  within  cer- 
tain islands  of  Delaware  River 808 

WYOMING.    See  Highwaya 

WYOMING  TOWNSHIP.  See  Northamp- 
ton County. 

irORK. 

Two  justices  of  the  peace  allowed,  ..  175 

Erected 582 

Boundaries  of ,  582-588 

Burgesses  appointed 588 

High  ConBiible  and  Town  Clerk  ap- 
pointed,    M3 

Style,  power  and  privilege  of  the,  ..  584 
Time,  place  and  manner  of  electing 
burgesses*     constable     and     Town 
Clerk,   M» 
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Act  not  to  authorize  Justice  to  act 

in    determining    appeal    to    quarter 

sessions  of  matters  relating  to  the 

borough,    547 

Persons  not  to  cast  dirt,  earth,  etc., 
from  their  improvements  into  the 
public  street  without  removing 
same,    548 

Penalty  for  violation 548 

Persons  not  to  cast  shavings,  ashes, 
dung,  etc.,  on  any  pavement  with- 
out removing  the  same 648 

Penalty  for  violation,    548 

Persons  not  to  cast  rubbish,  etc..  In 
any  public  street 548 

Penalty  for  violation,  549 

Regulations  relating  to  encroach- 
ments in  streets,  etc.,  by  cellar 
doors,  bay  windows,  etc.,   651 

Owners  of  porches,  etc.,  extending 
into  streets  to  be  assessed  until  the 
same  be  reduced  or  taken  away,  ...  651 

Water  spouts  on  houses  to  be  fixed 
60  ae  not  to  incommode  per{K>n8 
walking  along  the  streets,  etc 551 

Penalty  for  removing  or  injuring 
public  water  pipes  or  trunks,  ...  661-552 

Not  more  than  25  lbs.  of  gun  powder 
^  to  be  kept  in  any  one  house 652 
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Penalty  for  violation 552 

Commons  on  the  East  side  of  Codor- 

us  Creek  not  to  be  built  upon 668 

Penalty  for  violation 653 

Penalty  how  recoverable,   558 

Quarry  holes  etc.,   not  to  be  dug  on 

such  commons 554 

Penalty  for  violation,    554 

Manner  and  mode  of  collecting  fines, 

penalties  and  forfeitures  under  act,  554 

Application  of  penalties 554 

Aggrieved  parties  to  have  appeal  to 

Quarter  Sessions 554-666 

General  road  act  of  March  21,   1772, 

not  to  extend  to 656 

Persons  sued  under  act  may  plead  the 

general    issue    and    give    act    and 

spectal  matter  in  evidence 555 

Defendant    to    have    treble    costs    if 

plaintiff  becomes  nonsuit  suffers  a 

discontinuance  or  has  judgment  or 

verdict  passed  against  him 555 

YORK  COUNTY.    See  Land  Titles. 

Elections  for  Township  of  Paradise, 

to  be  held  at  court-house 2S4 

Entitled  to  six  representatives 888 


The  borrower  must  return  this  item  on  or  before 
the  last  date  stamped  below.  If  another  user 
places  a  recall  for  this  item,  the  borrower  will 
be  notified  of  the  need  for  an  earlier  return. 

Non-receipt  of  overdue  notices  does  not  exempt 
the  borrower  from  overdue  fines. 
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